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THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT 

"There are diversities of gifts� but the sane Spirit." 
1 Cor. 12:6. 

Any Christian Horth his salt wants to go on in the Christian 
life. He is nost anxious to increase in holiness, to becone nore 
effective in service, and daily to becone nore conforned to the 
will of God. He realises his wealmess and longs for new strength. 
He is conscious of constant failure and looks for victory. He 
aclmowledges his ienorance of spiritual truth, and searches the 
Scriptures for nore lmowledge. Ho oay easily turn to a passage 
like 1 Corinthians Chapter 12, read with interest what the ll.j_Jostlo 
Paul had to say to these early Christians, and apply it to hi□solf. 
This earnest, sincere 9 dedicated Christian desires for hinsclf the 
gifts of the Spirit nentioned there: 

"Now there aro varieties of gifts 9 but the sane Spirit� 
and there are varieties of service, but the sane Lord; and there 
are varieties of working, but it is the sane God who inspires 
then all in every one. To each is given the Lianifestation of 
the Spirit for the cor.mon good. To one is given through the 
Spirit the utterance of wisdon 9 and to another the uttere,nce of 
knowledge according to the sane Spirit, to another faith by the 
sane Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to 
another the working of niracles, to another prophecy, to another 
the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various 
kinds of toncues 9 to mi.other the interpretation of tongues. All 
these are inspired by one and the sane Spirit, who apportions to 
each one individually as he wills." (1 Cor. 12:4-11. RSV) 

Firs�, let us realise that there is a clear distinction 
between tie gift of the Spirit and the gifts of the Spirit. The 
gift of the Spirit cane on the Day of Pentecos�, and is eivon to 
every nenbor of the :Body of Christ without distinction. This 
gift is absolute and forever. 

The gifts of the Spirit are special and bestowed personally 
and my becone ineffective throueh disuse. 

We should 9 therefore, discrininate between the gift and 
the gifts7 between the operator and the operation. 
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Next 9 lot us discriDinato betueon the fruit and the gifts
of the Spirit. 

The fruit of tho Spirit is set out in 9 qualities in Gal. 
5:22 9 23 - 1

1love 9 joy, pcmco 9 paticmce 9 kindness 9 goodness 9 

faithfulnoss 9 gontlonoss 9 solf-control. 1
1 This fruit is not an 

2.ddition to the troe fron outside but is produced fron within 
tho troe. This fruit should bo co,Jnon to all Christi0,11s. It is 
the outvrorking of tho Holy Spirit fron ,Jithin tho believer. 
Fruit is nontioned in the singular because it is tho total 
product of the rrhole nc,n. 

The tsifts of the Spirit e,re o.,ls o 9 in nunber 9 as non tioned 
in 1 Corinthians 12�8-10� - 11utterance of wisdon 9 

utterance of 
knowledge, faith 9 healing 9 niraclos 9 prophecy, distinguishing 
between spirits 9 tongues 9 interpretation of tongues," 

Gifts nay be inpnrted fro;:.1 without. They o.re special and 
are distributed ns tho Spirit uills 9 (Verse 11) 1

1who apportions 
to each ono individue,lly o.s He wills." 

It is inportant to see tho distinction between the fruit of 
the Spirit and the gifts of the Spirit. Paul nontioned tho.t the 
Corinthian Christians cane behind in no gift 9 o.nd yet it is 
evident that they nere far behind in the fruit of tho Spirit. 
Spiritual fruit affords greater evidence of spirituality than the 
possession of spiritual gifts. The ovil one can initate the 
gifts of the Spirit but not the fruit of tho Spirit. 

Nori lot us distinguish betnoen sir�ns ond gifts. In the Non 
Tostanent signs are not gifts 9 though gifts nay be signs? signs 
nero tenporarily used 9 but c;ifts are pornanently available. In 
Mark 16:15 tho finD..l conDission of Christ before His ascension 
is recorded 9 11Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to 
tho nhole creation. Ho that believeth and is baptizecl sho.11 be 
saved; and he that disbelieveth shall be condor.mod • .1\.ncl those 
sir,,ns shall acconpany then tho..t have believed; in r.ry nano they 
shall cast out clonons9 they shnll speak u:i_th ne\7 tongues, they 
shall take up serponts 9 and if they drink any doadly thing it 
shall in no wise hurt then9 they shall lay hands on the sick 
and they sho.11 recover." 

With the exception of the reference to drinking deadly things 9 
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literally acconpanied the nessage: 
Acts 16:18, 19:12. 
Acts 10:46 9 19: 6. 
Acts 28 g 3-6. 
Acts 5: 15 9 16, 19: 11� 12. 

Grahan Scro0c;ie connonts, ''v'le conclude 9 therofore 9 that the 
niracles of the l\..::;iostolic age 9 which served durine that period o.s 
signs, gradually ceased to be displayed, the need for then having 
been superseded; and that in the present ae;e sensuous ovidoncos 
have civen place to spiritual evidences". 

Signs and rmnc1ers nere frequent only when God was saying a 
now thine or no,king a new a:,proach to nan. Hhen God first spoke 
through Moses Ho did so with si{3'11s and nonders 9 but after Israel's 
redenption fron Eygpt into Canaan both the Word of the Lord and 
His 11011.ders becano sco..rce once o,gain (1 So.nuol 3:1). 

Christ told His disciples before His death that His disciples 
were to wait for Hin in Galilee. That corn.10.nd wo.s to then thon 9

not to us today. After His resurrection He told then tho.t they 
were to rennin in Jorusalen until they received the e;ift of the 
Holy Spirit. That conr.nnd vms to then, not to us, Ho told then 
that through their preo.chine those who believed would speo.k in 
tongues. This was litElrally fulfilled in their converts .. On 
each of the three occasions in the Acts where ,-re are told 
specifically that believers spoke in tongues, the sign innediatoly 
followed the receiving of the Holy Spirit. The waiting in Galilee, 
the Pentecost experience of the Holy Spirit, and the sign of 
tongues, were unique directions to the early disciples. Christians 
are in a different position today. Christ has risen fron the dead. 
The Holy Spirit hns already cone, The signs of that special tine 
are no longer necessary. 

Now let us oxa,1ine in noro detail the gifts of the Spirit. 
Os,,-mld Sanders so,ys 

9 
"Two words coubine to g-ivo us the teo,ching 

on the eifts of the Spirit. They aro 1 pnourntikn 1 (1 Cor. 12�1) 9

1 sonething of or fro,·.1 the Spirit' 1 and 'chnrisnata' (1 Cor. 12�4), 
s ienifying 1 0ifts of grace 1 1 unearned favours 1 • The ti;rn words 
toeether signify oxtraorclino.ry pouors and endowuents of the 
Holy Spirit bestouod by H�J upon believers as oquipnent for 
Christian service and for the edification of the Church. They 
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nro listed in four passages - Roinns 12:6-89 l Corinthians 12:
4-11, 28-309 Ephesians 4:7-12.

They are bestowed for the edification of the Body of Christ 
(1 Cor. 12:7) and not for the self-clory of the recipient. They 
n.re avo,ilable not so nuch for ninistry to one's O\m soul, but for
one's r::ri.nistry to others, Ephesians 4:12, "for the pGrfocting of
the saints, for the nork of the r::ri.nistry 9 for the edifyinB' of the
Ilody of Christ." The early Christic,ns were not loft unaccredited
,;rho, for the nost part, were i0norant and unlearned non for God 
bore "then ni tness, both ,1i th sic11s and ,;onders 9 and uith divers 
niracles 9 and gifts of the Holy Spirit" (Hebrm-:s 2:4). Once the 
Co.non of the Ne\-r Tostcnent Scriptures had boon established there 
,ms no longer necessity for the nirnculous e;ifts, but, of course, 
the Sovereign Spirit could choose to use then today. 

No ono person has any nonopoly of those gifts, and thoy are 
not inpartod to all, for tho Spirit divides to every Linn severally 
o,s Ho wills. 

The Apostle Paul asks, "Are all Apostles? Are all prophets? 
11.:r.·o all tenchors? Are o.,11 workers of niracles? Have c,11 cifts 
of hoaline? Do all spoc,k \7ith toneuos? Do all interpret? 

At the be5innine of Cho,pter 12 (1 Corinthi.::ms) 9 ,dsdon, 
knov1lcdge nnd faith hoe.cl the list, o.nd toneuos and interprotntion 
of tongues are at the end, so at the conclusion of the Chapter 
tongues and their interpretation appear at the end of another 
listine. The gift of tongues oven in those enrly dnys \WS of 
lessor inportanco. 

Fron this 9 and the discussion in Chnpter 14 9 we leo.rn tho.t 
in the Corinthian Church sane were extolling nnd exploiting these 
lnst gifts to the depreciation of those nhich vmre superior. 

Sor.1e today fail to heed the warning of Scriptures and 
enph0,sise this 5ift so thnt it receives undue proninence. This 
is seen particularly in what ho.s bocone known ns "glossolalia.". 

Support for those views is clainod fron the passage in 
Acts Chapter 2 when on the Dc.y of Pentecost believers spoke in 
other ton(;UOS 7 "as the Spirit r;nve ther::i utterance" (Acts 2 :4). 
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There was good reason for this unusual nanifosto.tion of the 
presence of the Holy Spirit at that particular tirn in the history 
of the Christian Church and to these special people. Pentecost 
i:111rked a nen pho..se in God's approach to nan. Just as Goel the Son 
in the Person of Jesus Christ was no.de mnifest in the flesh 
through the r.ri.rnculous virgin birth, so, too, God the Holy Spirit 
was :onde no.nifest in n personal 

9 poi;rerful -vmy through the 
nirnculous siens of uind 9 fire and tongues. It unrkeel a sie;nific­
o.nt non approach fron Goel to nan. Tho..t was the historical roason, 

There ,ms also a good loco..l reason for this speak:ine; in 
tongues. When the crowd heard about the experience of the 
disciples they were ano..zed and said to each other, "Look here

i 

aren't all these who speak Gnlilenns? How is it then tlmt we 
heo..r then speak in our own no.tive tongues?" (Vorses 9-11). 
That nas tho local re:J.son. 

Nnturally no are no\T led to ask, I can see an historical 
reason and I can seo a local reason, but is there also a lastin5 
spiritual reason? Should vm as Christio.n believers be speaking 
in tongues today? Is this an essential sign for us of the fulness 
of the Holy Spirit? We have to rocognise the fact that sonc 
Christians have alvrnys plD,ceel ereat enphasis upon this gift. 
More recently, sone clergy and lay people of oajor denoninntions 
in oth0r l)arts of the world have clained this 0xperionce of 
'clossolalia 1

• I believe that on the notice board of one 
Protestnnt Episcopnl Church in the United States it has the words 
"Glossolalia spoken hero." I was spoaking to an .l\.ne;licnn clorgy­
JJen of the Diocoso of Chelnsford in England and he clained that 
ho had lJoen speakini3 in tongues in his privatG devotions for ne,ny 
years. 

Of course, it would be out of order to deny the validity of 
the experience of thos0 who clain to speak in tongues today 9 but 
it is as ,;,ell for us to heed the i;mrnings of Scripture. St. Paul 
wrotG to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 12i30-l3:l) - "Have all the 
gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 
But covGt earnestly the best gifts and yet shev1 I unto you a nore. 
excellent vmy. Though I speak with the tor.gues of nen ond of 
angels and have not love 9 I an becone as sounding brass or a 
tinkling cynbal" (also 1 Corinthians 14). 

St. Paul also saidn "I thank ny God I speak with tonBues 
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noro than yo all: yot in tho church I had rather speak fivo words 
with ny understC1.nding, that by ny voice I night teach others also 9 

them 10,000 \70rc1s in an unknown tongue.'' (1 Cor. 14:18-19), 

Loon Morris 
9 

Ncm Tosta.nent scholar of ,,-,orld renown, lJoints 
to the obscurity of present-day understanding of the exact nature 
of sono of the gifts 9 such ns "helps" Md "governnents" (1 Cor. 
12:28) - 'We no.y r.12.ko conjectures ••• But when we boil it all do,-m 9 

v;o know nothing about those eifts or their possession. They have 
vo,nishecl without leaving a visible trace. 11 On tongues, ho says 9 

"Despite the confident clains of sono, we cannot be certain of 
exactly y,hat forn the gift took in Non Testanont dnys" ( 'Spirit 
of the Livine God 1 ). 

Fron Acts Cha1Jtor 2 sono nay argue that tho cift of tongues 
�na thoir interpretntion was linited to the Apostolic Age, but 
thore is no definite confirnation for this. Howevcr 9 in 
1 Corinthians Chapter 14 it does sC\.y throe things plainly -

that toncues arc inferior to prophecy in the Church (1-5) 9 
that tongues uninterpreted a.re useless to the Church (6-15); 
that tongues uninterpreted are positively an inproprioty 

ngainst the Church; 

Then Paul lays dorm ru}es for the proper use of this gift 
in Verso 39, "Covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with 
tongues". 

Irenaeus, in the second century, □akcs reference to having 
}10ard persons speak in unknown lo,nguages. It is alleged tho.,t 
sono of Wosloy 1 s converts did the so,oe. In the vlolsh revival of 
1904-5 it ym,s noted that young people nho know little or no rlolsh 
prayed fluently in Welsh in public. lVL:�ny in the Pentecostal 
Churches clain the reality 6f this experienco today. 

IVzy- concern is not the nckl1owledgnent of the possibility of 
such nn experience, nor doubtinc the Scriptural support for such 
nn experience, but o.ny attenpt necessarily to associate it nith 
superior spirituC1.lity, and any sugGestion that this particular 
cift should essentially be experienced by all Christians. I an 
concerned nlso when the gift itself beconos tho contro of C\. 

Christinn 1 s i,-ritness, rnther than Christ Hinself. I an concerned 
when it loC1.ds to excess enotionalisn to which tho psychologice,lly 
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unstablo aro particularly susceptible. I a,n concernGC1 nost of 
all when it is associated with ,7rong doctrine. The clain is often 
rJ..:1.de that it naturally follows the bo.ptisn of the Spirit. Were 
it true to say thnt speaking with tongues is the evidence of our 
having received the bo,ptisn of the Spirit as an experience 
subsequent to conversion

9 we nould have to conclude the,t nany of 
the saints throughout the ac;es ho.cl never received the baptisn of 
the Spirit 9 that nen and wonen used of God on the nission fields 
and in the hone Church ,,ero never baptized by the Holy Spirit 9 

tho..t Billy Grahan 9 nho claim no such gift of speaking in toneues 9 

has not been baptized by the Holy Spirit 9 
nor was Vlycliffe 9 Bunyan� 

Luther, Whitofielc1 9 or yourself as a Christian. The baptisn of 
the Holy Spirit is identified with regeneration \7hen a person is 
first converted and born Qgain of the Holy Spirit - there is no 
special subsequent experience of the Spirit I s baptisn; it is 
identified \·rith his conversion. Of necessity 9 there \7L'.S an 
interval of tine bety;een the early disciples' belief in Christ and 
their Pentecost experience of the Holy Spirit, It could not have 
been otherwise. With us it is different, Our belief in Christ as 
Saviour is DD,de possible by the operation of the Holy Spirit Hin­
self. Reeeneration and the baptisn of the Holy Spirit are 
identical at the so.no tine. 

As a Crll'.' istian you want to bo worth your salt. You are 
anxious to incroo.,so in holinoss 9 to b0cone noro effective in 
service and daily to becone nore conforned to His will 9 

then 
"desire earnestly the 0reater gifts" - nisdon 9 

kno,·dedge 9 faith� 
and allow· the Holy Spirit so to work through you that the fruit 
of the Holy Spirit \7ill be r.nnifested in love, joy o.nd ponce to 
the glory of Christ. 

A PRAYER 

0 Goc1 9 e;ive no gre,ce to use the Si)iritual gifts You, 
have given ne for tho benefit of others and to the 
glory of Christ

2 
r:ry So,viour. 

Anon. 
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