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Blegsed Lord, we have. heard the beauty of your wonderful commissioning
as you spoke to those who had no authéritgr to move forward in your
name and your banner to proclaim the amazing message of life, to
humanity. Blessed Holy Spirit be with us as we share, this evening

in Jesus precious name. Amen.

It is a great joy for me to be here and to bring you greetings from
your christian brothers and sisters in Uganda; Sometimes brethren, when
we come and we, we know yom have been reading about our country since the
days of the dictater Amin, the havoec, the murderers, the exiles, and all
that, you have read about our country, and yet sometimes it is very difficult
to share with you the excitement we who are involved in the Gospel find in
that country because of the fact that in western understanding, many times
people think, it is only when things are moving in the normal direction when
the economy is reasonably good and when raods are repaired and educational
schemes are going ahead, and medical services are there, and plenty of
security, with established police, and all that. Aand then perhaps it makes
sense if people get excited about their faith and meetings.

Let me just tell you that back home in Uganda, all those things I
ﬁentioned are not there. In other words, we have been struggling since we
returned to our country when Amin was overthrown to build, reconstruct, put
the broken pieces together, but I want to tell you, deterioration is easy,
recongtruction is vexry haxd.. Particularly'wheh'the'reconstruction means
rehabilitating the hearts, the minds of the people, it is very tough, just
ag it took.God'in Jesﬁa,Christ to restore and even if that was done by God

Himself, in the power of the blessed Holy Spirit 200/years ago, it still
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conyverted by missionaries who bring the Good News theg become so precious

té ?Qﬂ that ggmetimea,xqu eyen,c0p2 bad éhipgs_fxgm'them; Becuase of the
facf that they'helped‘yqu to get out of the'daxkneaa,'you don't realize what
fhat means, I know what it,meéns, you s;.eet I ama fiﬁst_genexation Christian,
my father and mother were not Chrisitans, and I didn't hear about qesns,
until I was aboiit nine. And the man who communicated this firxst little
teaching about was a ngandén whose education was about perhaps, elementary 2.
Had two yea¥s of education in those early aayé; but missionaries trained him
.in reading so he came and started a little church and did what we read

here., "Go and teach them all about me and baptize them." _That lovely
Ugandan evangglist started a little church in the village;'and little boys
and girls all illiterate, we Fflooded into the little church grass thatched,
and he taught us how to read first, that was his primary duty, he tauéht us
how to read and then when we some us who were little youngsfers could read
in three months, then who ever succeeded in reading he gave a Gospel in the
mother tongue. He gave me a little book called the Gospel according to

St. Luke, in my mother tongue, which is Rhuyarbou western Uganda, that was
my fixst reader. So I started badly reading the little book in my mother
tongue, and he introduced me into the teaching about Jesus Christ, and who
Jesus was. Well, this is how these things were communicated. But what I
wanted to pésa on to you is that in Uganda of today not far back as when I
moved from the traditional worship of my parents into the Christian faith,
but because this man taught we that, and I begﬁn.to see light from darkness,
you know everything he did was good and everything I did before I was con-
verted was. bad, 50,thg'tendenc¥ of throwing out as you say, the baby with
bath water, is vexry compeon among convexrts. But we thank God now we have
reccyéred'the cnlture,Twe,haﬁe recovered the dream, the drums, the the instru-~
mentg and in mf cathedral if you come bn‘Sunday; it is not, it is no longex
a traditional Anglican way of singing, people in my cathedral are free to
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immobility. We can't moye, you dear not move.just in case God is scared
ont @f the,ganctuaxg insteéd.of knowipg that actnallg god'ié not like that,
evexgthihg yun, and thihgs Whiéhmwe see, and thihgs.whiﬂh.excite us, life
itself, things ave moving, His order is the order of '.movéf%in life, excite-
ment, and so I wanted just to say; there are plenty of chaos in Africa,
there are areas which wounld threaten and frighten you, we change by the
week, we make history evér& month, we are a continent of excitement,
politically, even in our breakdowns, theré is excitement. 2nd yet you stand
in any city in those African cities, Nairobi, Kampala, and you see people
flooding in the churches and standing or sitting for hours to listen to the
message, and singing it when they respond. I am not suggesting that every-
body responds, no no, theré is always a balance. Response is not cheap,

but there is a thirst, there is hunger, and therefore there is a tremendous

job to preach the Good News.
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