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ENDING IN PEACE

Lord, now lettestthou thy servantdgart in
peace,accordingo t.hyword; for mme eyes

have seenthy salvatiorwhich thou has pre

paredin the presencaef all peoplesa light

for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to
thy people Israel. Luke 2:29-31

There's a man I'd like you to meet before this
year 1971 crumblesaway. There are several
intrigu ing things about him that are worth ¢
noticing. He was among the most common of
men. His name was ordinatlypugh it sounds
quaint now. His name was Simeon. And, yau
know, if you could be like Simeon, you wouldn't
have any worries anymore.

You see, Simeon was one of those rare men
who had the privilege of ending his life clear
eyed, clearheaded, and unafrdis is what '
makeshim so appealingas we are about to
wrap up another year. Time is sacred-we all'
feel that somehow-because life is sacred, and it
is solemn andhoughtprovokingto mark the
passingof one - year artthe beginning ofn
other.

Simeonwas at a pointlike this inhis life,
only it wasn't just the end of the year for him.
He was at the point where heknew that, his
life was just about ov&omething happened
to him that made it as deaf lae had had a
preview of his own obituary in the newspaper.
It was as if God came to him and said, "Okay,
Simeon, this is it. You've beenaround long
enough.Say good-by to everybody because you
are leavingfor the long- journey.This is the
end, Simeon."

But Simeon wasupremely happye was
happy, just as you want to benow that this
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year of your life is nearly over. Maybe it's the
last full yearyou will everlive_Simeonwas

at the great point of transitionfrom life to

death. But his eyes were alive with a glow of
joy, as they had never been before.

The reason?He held a baby in his arms, and
that baby's name was Jesus.

Please don't misun.derstandOften people
can be quite impressed with bablesy ex
claim over them and cuddle them and hold
them. | don't mean that this is what Simeon
did, though he did take the infant Jesus in his
arms. He experience@an emotionthat went
far beyond the ordinary joy people feel when
they hold little babies. As he took the baby
from the startletary and Joseph, Simeon's
eyesturned heavenwardand a prayer broke
from his lips. He said, "Lord, now lettest thou
thy servant depart in peace, accordirfpyto
word .... "

You can imaginethe mixed emotionsthat
swept through Mary and Joseph. T o have
someone take their small child and immediately
ask God to let him die, was very upsetting.
Really, now, wasn't Simeon overdoing it just a
little bit-to get so carried away when he held
the infant Jesus®h, we still give Jesus quite

-a bit of attention at Christmas time, when the

whole world pauses for a couple of weeks and
recognizes His birth, but nobody says that he is
ready to die, once he has celebrated .Jesus' birth.
But that is what Simeondid. As he held
Jesus in- his arm$ie announcedhat he ‘was
ready to have God take him.

It is very important that we notice that when
he prayed to God to let him die, he used the
word peace.As Jesus nestleth his armshe
declared that he was ready to die in peace, you
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remember.Now, for you and me, the word
peace is rather emptifu gy of the meaninggp
drained awayWe are cymcal so far as peace 1s
concerned.Not so with the Jews of long ago,
nor with the Jewsof today, for that matter.

There'sa good chancegou have heard the
Jewish word for peace. € is shlom. !or
Jewish people thHis word 1suneagdigly nép.
When we think of peacewe thmk of gmet,
calmnessno war-things like that. But our
ordinary idea of peaceis rather bland. The
word shalomis to theword peaceas ecstasy
is to happiness.

Shalom for Simeonmeant being surrounded
by all thetecreating, ;ejuvenating, regenerating,
revitalizino- grace of the living Glidmeant
enterino- intoa new order of things where
human" frailtywas exchangedfor power and
human failings were wiped out by new accom
plishmentsShalom in the Bible gstendsout
ward from the individuals who enjoy the deep
satisfaction it brings on a personal level, and it
embracesall nature. The brooks and the
streams flow more gently when shalom comes.
When shalom comes, lions are tamed, and asps
and vipers lostheir venomous sting and coil
around the chubby arms of playing infants.
Shalom is the realizationof all our fondest
hopes and dreams.

And suddenly, as Simeon cradled _figeti
Jesus in his arms, all sh.alom becsimeng
reality for him. He was regly € die. His
readiness was not a grave resignbtibrth®
jubilant surrenderof his full personinto the
arms of a salvationbringingGod who would
make all things well for him.
As we see him, picturedso vividly in the
second chapter of the book of Luke, there is a
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wave of envy that sweeps oveA uwman so
happy to leave all this world behind, seems

odd. For we desperately clutch at what we are
and haveEven as 1971 is about to fade away,
we take our frantic inventories and try to as
sure ourselveghat we have made somepro
gress.And 1972 will be even better. ~We cele
brate life by participating in it more fully and
more frantically at year's @&ut. many of us
don't have the peace the dyin§imeoncried

out aboutWe don't haveshoy. And in our
envy of that dying patriarch we cannot help but
question whetheie didn't getsomewhgtoo
carried away about the baby )J&¥asnt his
reaction an overreactioi?hat made him say
what he did?

Well, I'll tell you what made him séaie it.
understoodhe si, ificanceof that little baby
he held. And | might say that if you under
stood Jesus' s, ificance, you would feel as
Simeondid. Honest. Let's listeragain to ex
actly what he said, when he took the baby
Jesus in his arms.

"Lord, now lettestthou thy servantdepart
in peace, according to thy word; for mine eyes
have seenthy salvationwhich thou has pre
pared in the presence of all peoples, a light for
revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to thy
peoplelsrael." And then Simeon, apparegtl
continued speaking to the st s. This
is what he said'Behold, this child 1s set for
the fall and risino- of many in Israel, and for a
sightthat is spoken agairisédnd a sword will
pierce through your own soul also), that
thoughts out of many hearts may be revealed."
You see, according to the Bible, God had told
Simeon that he would not die until he had seen
the personwho was going to bring the great
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salvationof God into the world. Apparently
Simeon had been led into the temple in Jeru
salem orthe same day Mary and Joseph had
come with Jesus to fulfill some of the require
ments ofthe law. Mary and Joseph came in
without expectingto raise any particularin

terest. And Simeonhad come, too, driven by
some strange impulgend then suddenly they
had come together and God made clearto him
that Jesus was the person who would bring sal
vation.

It was -as if all the imoortance of Jesus Christ
suddenly burst within Simeon's small skull and
the glory of Christ's work overwhelmecdim
with glorious happines8But the point is just
this, so far as youand | are concernedight
now: his extraordinary joy was caused by Jesys
Christ. Jesus was the one who made the differ
ence. Simeon saw Jesus as the great Son of
God who was going to bring salvation, enligpt-
enment, and peace to the entire Workthe
people of Israel, yes, but also to the Gentiles-
to all the nationswhereverthey were found.

He saw that about JesAsd he saw, too, that

it was goinisto be accomplishedy a cross.

For looking aheadalong the corridorsof the

future he saw Jesus' mother, Mary, standing

by the cross of Calvary in agony as she observed
her firstbornson slaughteredefore her very
eyes.But in spite of the cross, indeed because
of it, Simeon knew that salvationwould be
spread throughout the world.

That vision gave Simeonso much joy that
he turned his shining eyes heavenward. and an-
ticipated a death surrounded by the fullness of
God's peace, Godkshalom.

So much for Simeonl am not worried about
him anymore, becaus&know that all is well
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with Simeon.But what about you, this year's
end? Do you know the samesalvationthat
brought peace to Simeon's hed¥ou know
Jesus, too?Do you believe in Jesus, tAnd

are you overwhelmeadvith thejoy andpeace
that Simeon experienced?

The questionthen, this year'send is this:

Do you know Jesus, todfter all, we've just
come through a period of the year when there
has been a great deal of talk about Bdim.
do you know Him as Simeon did, as the one
whom God sent to be a light and salvation for
all people?

Do you know Jesus, tobwant to ask this
first of all of those of you have had a great deal
of- exposureto Jesus throughoutthis year. |
guessmost of you in this group are church
members, and | assume that you have attended
church many times during this year BA%71.
our church attendance can be so formal, can't
it? And some of us are satisfied with attending
churches inwhich there is a lot pégeantry
and many, many words, but there is not much
said anymoreabout the Bible and about the
Jesus of the Bible.

So | want to ask you if you know Jesus, now
at the end of this year, in a way that would
make it possibfer you to turn your eyes to
ward God and say, "Lord, I'm readyto die.

I'm ready to die because | know that your Son
has died on Calvary's cross to take away all of
my sinsAnd | know that | will experience the
fullness ofHis salvation and peaceAtre you

able to say thafithat is the important thing.
You've brushedpast Jesus smany times this
year, but do you know the joy Simeon knew,
because you know Jesus as he did?
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And then there is another group of people
whom | would like to ask, "Do you know Jesus,
too?" | want to place this questionsquarely
in front of those who are a part of our Back
to God Hour congregationThe letters we re
ceive indicate that there is a congregationof
people who listen to this program with great
regularity-usually everySunday.They are al
ways there, listening to the preaching of the
Word over this broadcast. Some of yciu have
churchea. of your own. But many of you do
not for one reason or another. The Back to God
Hour is your church.And | guess that means
that | am your minister.

So, now that 1971is just aboutover, | as
your minister, your pastor, want to ask you, »
"Do you know Jesus, too?" | tremble some
times when | remember that | am responsible
in a speci®l way for your sGome day- God
will ask me, "Did you tell them about Jesus,
and about who He is and what He means?
And did you ask them to believe? Did vou
plead with thetn to believe?"

Again and again, during this year, we have
investigated together the mystery of God's
grace revealedin the Lord Jesus Christ. We
talked ab_outthe way Jesus Christ, the only
begotten Son of God, came to this world to bear
the sins of His people on the tree of the cross.
We have talked about what it meansto live
the Christian life-how this affects personal
morality and ethics, how this affects work and
play and education. We have talked about
Jesus from the Old Testamentand from the
New Testament.

Good. But it will not mean a thing you,
and it will not mean a thing to me either
unless we believe fully in this blessed L€rd and
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Savior Jesus Christ. And when | say believe,
I mean that there is something very emotional
about this.We must be like Simeon.: We must
be able to look up into heaven at any time and
be able to say to God, "Take miém ready.
I'm ready because | know what Jesus has done
for me. | believe that Jesus is my personal
Lord and Savior."

And so today | plead with you, if you have
b. en resistingthe message ofhe go.spektop
nght now and surrender.Repent of theualy
sins thatare keeping you away from the s@l
vation of God. Fall upon yourknees and cry
out, "O God,' be merciful to me, a sinner."
Do that. Do that now. Don't hesitate.

Now we see again how quicklp year can
come to an end. It seemsas if it was only
yesterdaythat we stood at the threshold of
1971, and we had the whole wead of us.
Now its end suddenly comesup to meetus.
Well, that's the way lifecan end, too. That
quickly. Like an airplane getting ready to
land at the airport. Suddenly the runway
comes up to meet The last seconds pas®s
swiftly. Suddenly the flight is over. Repent
and believe. Becauselife can end that way,
too. And after life comes the judgmentou
must be ready. That's why | ask you, "Do
you know Jesus?"Believe in Him before it is
too late, and experiencethe joy and peace
Simeon experienced.

| want to invite you at the end of this year
1971, to look in the face of Jesus and to be
lieve fully in Him. Simeon hadonly a baby
in his arms and a heart full of prophédie
have mor.eWe can see Jesus now as He lived,
suffered, died, and rose again for the salvation
of His people.We know the full extent of His
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No condemnatiomow | dread:

great saving workThere is no reason for us Jesus, and all in Him, is mine!
to doubt the love of God anymore. Alive in Him, my living Head,

So we must believe in that lowke must And clothedin righteousnesBivine,
abandonour sinfulnessand flee to the Lord Bold | approach th'eternal throne,
Jesus Christ. He can saveus and He will. And claim the crown, thru' Christ my own.
Don't end the year without coming to the . .

SaviOr. Believein Him and be saved. Amazing lovelhow can it be

| want to conclude with the words ohgmn s JRhielL, By SIG oMol deta die fief, me.

written by Charles WesleyThis is my testi
mony. And | pray that it's yaurs

And can it be that | should gain PRAHNE

An interest in the Saviour's blood? 0 Lord Jesus Christ, we marvel at the won
Died He for me, who caused His pain? der of what you have done fbs Géneon

For me, who Him to death pursued? took you in his arms many, many years ago, we
Amazing lovelhow can it be « how take you into our lideshe cried out

That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? with joy, we exclaim hallelujah, now as another
year of our lives is passing away.

‘Tis mysteryall! Th'lmmortal dies! Amazinggrace,indeed! 0 God, mayyour

Who can explore His strange design? grace surround the lives of thousands who hear
In vain the first-born seraph tries the messagef redemptiortoday. M€ they

To sound the depths of love Divine! turn from their sinfulness and cling to the love
‘Tis mercy all! let earth adore, revealed so fully on the pages of the Bible.

Let angelminds inquireno more. Conquerthe st1,1.bbdveartsof thosewho

have been fighting you all thi©Owe@ome
theirrebellion and displatevith peace.

And now we pray that the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit may he with
us all. Amen.

He left His Father's throne above,
So free, so infinite His grace;
Emptied Himself of all but love,
And bled for Adam's helplessace;
'Tis mercy all, immense and free;
For, 0 my God,it found out me.

Long my imprisonedspirit lay

Fast bound in sin and nature's night;

Thine eye diffused a quick'ning ray,

l WOke’.the dungeon flamed with “ght; Prepared for broadcast by Dr. Joel H. Nederhood,
My chainsfell off, my heart was free; Radio  Minister,  Christian  Reformed  Church.
| rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 11
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Listen to the BACK BGOD HOUR, broadcast
every Sunday, from the following stations:-

'1IKY Sydney 8.30 p.m.
2BH Broken Hill (Monday)7 30 p.m. ENDINGIN PEACE
6, S MUECIROES 30 bm. itPiIOORE C¢
A olac : .m.
3::1R Shepparton 8.00 B.m. E CCPLLEGE
gle_ Q//VVarraguIb I 588 p.m. USRARY
arrnarnboo ! p.m;
4Kq< Brisbane 8.30 p.m. PRESENTED
4W Warwick 8.00 p.m.
6BY Bridgetown 9.00 p.m. b
6Cl Collie 7.30 p.m. 4
6MD Meredin 9.00 p.m..
6IZ. Bunbury 78 08pIm. OR. JOEL NEOERHOOO
6WB Katanning 9.00 p.m.
7/AD Devonport 12.45 p.m.
JHT Hobart 7.30 a.m.
7LA Launceston 7.45 p.m. Margaretlo Mury Wooar(fl
HCJB (Quito, Ecuador) . Memorial Library
Sydney (1020 KC) 5.30 p.m.
on
NEW ZEALAND
HCJB (Quito, Ecuador) 7. 30 prm.: . %
MANILA £
DZAS (Shortwave 25.32) 9.30 p.m. 5
New Zealand Time o
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