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ON SOURCES OF INFORMATION

An English journalist was sentenced last week
a term of six months’ imprisonment. He had refused
to disclose to a Royal Commission (which exercised
for practical purposes the same powers of comi:
for contempt of court as Court of Justice it
self) the source of certain mformauon which he
published. This event is of more than casual inti
not merely to journalists, but to lawyers and mediical
practitioners—and to the clergy.  Precisely when
communication “privileged” ? There is much
fusion about-this in the public mind. The fact we
appear to be, in Australia as in the
that communications between a
and his client are * privileged.” Th the Col
ot insist on their nature being disclosed. Most people
Iabour under the illusion that confidences betweei
I practitioner and his patient are s ly
- pr Ieged " and ﬂ'm the same is true of confidential

which may pass betweenla priest and a mem-
ber uf his flock. Thls is not so.

Only by convention—for thebe seems to
aulhorlty for this in Statute law— are communicati

n lawyers and clients privileged. Anythi
whu:h a medical practitioher Rl by a pya:uern'%
may be forced from him by the Courts, upon pain of
imprisonment for contempt of court. ame a
plies to the sacred ministry, and to journalists. Popub
belief notwithstanding, there is no basis in law, i
the conventions of the law, for the view that a phy-
sician, a priest or a journalist may not be compelled
to disclose his sources of information.
generally be regarded, we suspect, as an unsatisfac-
Tory state of affairs. The basis upon which journalists,
just like physicians or the clergy, not infrequently
rtant information is that its source shall
isclosed. The journalist
nmlt position than the priest 0L
physician, h - whereas by tradition they keep
confidences prlvate and are rarely called upon
make public statements based upon receipt of thi
the journalist, in the nature of lhlngs more often
than not must make public use of ntial infoi
mation for the enlightenment and beneflt Of his read-
ers. That is his duty.

Few indeed are the journalists who lightly or
wantonly ever publish information which has come
to them in confidential fashion. In most cases, their
very informants, whether acting themselves out of
a sense of public duty, or from less worthy motives,
reveal secrets to journalists in the express hope that
these will be made public. All this, as we see it, im-
P ndividual men of letters a heavy double
responsibility. First, they must exercise judgement of
the highest order in assessing the reliability of con-
fidential information which is given to them. Second,
the% must exercise equally sound judgement, and a
high sense of public responsibility in deciding whe-
ther, directly or indirectly, to make public the in-
formation they have received.

Above all, whatever the law may say about this, it
is the professional duty of a journalist to refuse to
disclose his source of Infurmatlon without the free
consent of his informant, col may — includ-
ing a prison sentence. As even/ man in public life,
both in this country and the United Kingdom, knows
full well, the conduct of a free Press would be quite
impossible otherwise. This applies not only to the
great daily organs of the secular Press: it applies also
m technical and religious publmt s It applies

n when, as in-the experience of newspaper, a
Ieadlng layman or even a bishop will give informa-
tion which, in our judgement, it might have been both
proper and desirable for him to have given publicly,
but to which he attaches the condition that his name
shall not be revealed as the source. There may well
be, as we have suggested on more than one occasion,
far too much secrecy about the affairs of the Church
as a . How widely this-view is shared by those
placed in positions of authoritv in the Church is de-
monstrated by the numbers of them who are impelled
as a matter of duty to give us “off the record” and
‘background” information, without which the intelli-
gent conduct of this newspaper would be impossible,
But only o the understanding that their names shall

Misemploymenl lii The Ministry
- A preliminary survey, the final results of which
are expected to be made public in a few months’

of the total number*of licensed*daymen ~re'en
gaged in other than parochial duties. It would appear
that something like twelve percentum of the clergy are
engaged primarily in what might best be described
as straightforward administrative and clerkly duties.
Some thought should be given to the position if there
is real substance in the lements so often made by
our bishops about the shortage of parochial clergy. *
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Guildford Grammar School
GUILDFCRD — VAESTERN AUSTRALIA

Applications are invited for a master to teach MATHE-
MATICS to Matriculation. First Term commences 12th
February, 1963. Attractive salary offered.

Single accommodation is available.

Apply, by letter, with testimonials, |
The Headmaster.

chaplain and sur-warden of
ST GEORGE'S UNIVERSITY COLLEGE

The Council of St George’s Anglican Men's College,
within the University of Western Australia, invites appli-
cations from qualified single priests in holy orders for
appointment to this post dealing primarily with the
spiritual welfare of professional men in training. Appli-
cations should be made to: The Warden, St George's
College, Crawley, Western Australia, from whom further
information is available.

ALEX GOW PTY. LTD.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
550 Queen Street, Petrie Bight, Brisbane
EFFICIENCY COMBINED WITH
DIGNITY AND REVERENCE

MEMORIAL PLAQUES

Wall of Remembrance Plates in Bronze,
Chrome and Brass, General Engraving
ERIC H. STEWART PTY. LIMITED
39 Liverpool Street (Cnr. Sussex Street), Sydney

“I'm a husband ... I'm his wife
we've solved our household
budget problems
WE'VE OPENED A
JOINT ACCOUNT
AT OUR NEAREST

RURAL BANK

. now we pay bills the safe way and we
both have money to meet emergencies.”
SEE YOUR NEAREST RURAL BANK!

HEAD OFFICE: Martin Place, Sydney
FOR EVERY CLASS OF TRADING BANK BUSINESS






THE CHURCH IN THE PACIFIC A MARRIAGE GUIDANCE

WORKSHOP

By the Bishop in Polynesia, the Right Reverend J. C. Vockler



THE MUSIC OF THE CHURCH ...41 NEW C.E.M.S. BRANCH
AT ROCHESTER

WEDDING MUSIC AND MELODY ester, Vie January 28
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SOUTHERN RHODESIA’'S TWO NATIONS



PLANS ANNOUNCED
FOR TORONTO

DIFFERENT PRAYER BOOK
FOR EACH DAY



