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ON SOURCES OF INFORMATION
An English journalist was sentenced last week 

a term of six months’ imprisonment. He had refused 
to disclose to a Royal Commission (which exercised 
for practical purposes the same powers of comi: 
for contempt of court as the High Court of Justice it­
self) the source of certain information which he had 
published. This event is of more than casual inti 
not merely to journalists, but to lawyers and medical 
practitioners— and to the clergy. Precisely when 
communication “privileged” ? There is much 
fusion about-this in the public mind. The fact w« 
appear to be, in Australia as in the United Kingdom, 
that communications between a solicitor or ban ‘ 
and his client are “ privileged.” That is, the Cour 
not insist on their nature being disclosed. Most people 
labour under the illusion that confidences betweei 
medical practitioner and his patient are similarly 
“ privileged,” and that the same is true of confidential 
matters which may pass between1 a priest and a mem­
ber of his flock. This is not so.

Only by convention— for thebe seems to be 
authority for this in Statute law— are communicatii 
between lawyers and clients privileged. Anything 
which a medical practitioher is told by a patient 
may be forced from him by the Courts, upon pain of 
imprisonment for contempt of court. The same a 
plies to the sacred ministry, and to journalists. Popub 
belief notwithstanding, there is no basis in law, i 
in the conventions of the law', for the view that a phy­
sician, a priest or a journalist may not be compelled 
to disclose his sources of information. This would 
generally be regarded, we suspect, as an unsatisfac­
tory state of affairs. The basis upon which journalists, 
just like physicians or the clergy, not infrequently 
receive important information is that its source shall 
in no circumstances be disclosed. The journalist 
an even more difficult position than the priest 01 
physician, however: whereas by tradition they keep 
confidences private, and are rarely called upon 
make public statements based upon receipt of thi 
the journalist, in the nature of things, more often 
than not must make public use of confidential infoi 
mation for the enlightenment and benefit of his read­
ers. That is his duty.

Few indeed are the journalists who lightly or 
wantonly ever publish information which has come 
to them in confidential fashion. In most cases, their 
very informants, whether acting themselves out of 
a sense of public duty, or from less worthy motives, 
reveal secrets to journalists in the express hope that 
these will be made public. All this, as w-e see it, im­
poses upon individual men of letters a heavy double 
responsibility. First, they must exercise judgement of 
the highest order in assessing the reliability of con­
fidential information which is given to them. Second, 
they must exercise equally sound judgement, and a 
high sense of public responsibility in deciding whe­
ther, directly or indirectly, to make public the in­
formation they have received.

Above all, whatever the law may say about this, it 
is the professional duty of a journalist to refuse to 
disclose his source of information without the free 
consent of his informant, come what may —  includ­
ing a prison sentence. As every man in public life, 
both in this country and the United Kingdom, knows 
full well, the conduct of a free Press would be quite 
impossible otherwise. This applies not only to the 
great daily organs of the secular Press: it applies also 
to technical and religious publications. It applies 
even when, as in-the experience of this newspaper, a 
leading layman or even a bishop will give informa­
tion which, in our judgement, it might have been both 
proper and desirable for him to have given publicly, 
but to which he attaches the condition that his name 
shall not be revealed as the source. There may well 
be, as we have suggested on more than one occasion, 
far too much secrecy about the affairs of the Church 
as a whole. How widely this-view is shared by those 
placed in positions of authoritv in the Church is de­
monstrated by the numbers of them who are impelled 
as a matter of duty to give us “off the record” and 
‘background” information, without which the intelli­

gent conduct of this newspaper would be impossible, 
but only on the understanding that their names shall

'ealed.

Misemploymenl Iii The Ministry
- A preliminary survey, the final results of which 

are expected to be made public in a few months’

of the total number*of licensed* daym en ^re' en- 
gaged in other than parochial duties. It would appear 
that something like twelve percentum of the clergy are 
engaged primarily in what might best be described 
as straightforward administrative and clerkly duties. 
Some thought should be given to the position if there 
is real substance in the statements so often made by 
our bishops about the shortage of parochial clergy. '

“ Everything which touches the life o f the nation is the concern 
o f the Christian.”  — Dr Geoffrey Fisher

The Dictatorship 
Of Mr Menzies

Making due allowance for 
blighted ambitions, i ' ' 
former Liberal membe
dm̂ week about the c
Ministers and 
supporters was of importar

ibers, Mr. H. 
- Government 

:tired fro

t be ■mocked. The ques- 
edom of worship is a Labour political background of

of the ;

ind his back-bench c
shown by t

about the propriety of
. Gullett (a 
'hip who i 
lent voluntarily in 1955) 
lr R. C. Wheeler (wh< 
rated in 1961), both p 

the danger of the Prime
s Ministers.
>ur Party. > 
d its Prime 

allocates the portfolio

de- «ffiurch, the Church ̂ England,

have been impartial — but, judg- 
; ing by some of the criticism, it 

was also highly offensive.

ivich, the Reverend Nicholas 
Stacey.

who kn<
.olitical 1 
Stockwood

interest in con- 
ialproblems, as

y village. There sales
Methods and the like 
ider the searchlight of

days that we used to 
her academically such 
is: “Can a man be a 
and succeed in busi- 
lut the Stockwood 
>ear to get right down 
:al detail in their

ses in both systems. 
Mr Wheeler’s sugges-

can be agreed that a 
p, with one man hav- 
ower of political life

was just plain silly. The Church Mr Stacey’s ar 
of England, for instance, was these arresting poin 
mocked on the ground that you *he great tragedies 
can put in nothing and get out that the world is n disturbed

Mr Gullett : 
“foist on thi 

(presumably as

who has
self

was that one of 

local preacher,

nted in divisions, but 
■uld doubt Mr Menz

heard, 
intellectual capacity,

his integrity. These, apart 
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Mocking A Man’s 
Religion

•ecently that he 
i has given no pulpit addresses.
- When Lord Reith was director- 
’ general of the B.B.C. it was laid 

down that no programme should
: feelings of any listeners. That, 
I I believe, has been taken as a 
: model by our own A.B.C.

One does not ask that the 
’ Church should be spared criti-

institution. One does not even 
claim that its leaders and other 
representatives should not be 
castigated when they fall short 
ol Christian standards or neglect 

• or muddle their opportunities.
i taste to try to jest about*5 re- 
■ ligious beliefs.

Church9s Duty To 
“ Disturb”
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the judgement of God, challeng­
ing, not accepting, the values of 
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LARGE CROSS 
SUGGESTED

Anglican News Service 
London, January 28

high, on top of Ringby Hill,
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CHURCH CALENDAR
February 3: Epiphany 4. 
February 5: Agatha, Virgin and

ONE MINUTE 
SERMON

AN ABIDING 
PRESENCE
S. JOHN 14 :19-26

The separation is near. He 
must leave them and in the flesh 
neither the world nor they will 
see Him more. The world will 
forget Him, they will be sure of 
Him and that He lives and that 
they will live through Him.

Soon they will know Jesus 
Christ as the One “that liveth 
and was dead and is alive for 
evermore,” the One who has the

Jrtalfty noreither the Greek doctri
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CLERGY NEWS

PUBLIC WORSHIP 
AND YOUTH

Anglican News Service 
London, January 28 

The Reverend Timothy Beau­
mont and the Reverend Ray­
mond Apple. Minister of the 
Bayswater Synagogue, will be 
joined by a panel of young people 
when they discuss “Youth and 
Public Worship” at a meeting of 
the London -Society of Jews and 
Christians at King’s Weigh 
House Church Hall, Binney 
Street, London, on Thursday, 
February 7.
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CATHEDRALS 
IN UGANDA
TWO TO BE 
DEDICATED

youngest self-governing province 
April, 1961.

The cathedrals are at Mbale 
and Soroti, towns in the east 
of Uganda which both give their 
names to dioceses created when 
the former Dioceses of Uganda 
and the Upper Nile were made 
into new dioceses in 1961.

The cathedral at Mbale, a

ind.the Bishop of Mbale,

POOR AREA

• Cathedral of S. Peter 
i which will be dedicated 
Bishop of Soroti, the

of the first offer

TAIZfi BROTHERS’ 
CO-OPERATIVE

Ecumenical Press Service 
Geneva, January 28 

Brothers of the community 
of Taize, France, and five 
young Roman Catholic couples 
in the nearby area of the Bur­
gundy countryside, have pool­
ed their land, stock and farm-

j?a'nd unitŷ

fits will be equally divided, 
gardless of the initial conti 
tion, with the Taiz6 community 
being counted as one of the si

- The co-operative is the secon 
ity. Some years ago the brothei

CONSECRATION IN 
MONTREAL

Ecumenical Press Service

A Roman Catholic priest £ 
:nded the consecration of tl 
;w Anglican Bishop in Moi

rchbishop of Montreal, 
insecration of the Right Rev

tion of Anglican prelates.
But they had never hear 

a Roman Catholic clergi

INFORMAL
TALKS

U.S.A. JOINT 
STATEMENT

Ecumenical Press Service 
Geneva, January 28

were held during the past 
year between committees of 
the Assemblies of God, 
largest of the U.S. Pentecostal
test ant Episcopal Church in 
the U.S.A. to “learn from each 
other about Christian faith 
and life.”

;ued this
ted that

doctrinal
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the work and 
loly Spirit in the

a dt
rstanding

isi> foi 
y Spirit ti

.f the
had hardly dared

“The Episcopalians testified 
their sense of the work of 

•ly Spirit in the apostolic 
' sacraments. The 

testified to
ministry

ixperience of bapti 
the Holy Spirit accompanied by 
he speaking with tongues as the

Other similarities and differ- 
inces of understanding of ScriD-
ind̂ Holy Communion wenfdis-

UNDERSTANDING

neither sought nor arrived at, 
but both groups "found deeper 
understanding of God’s saving 
work in the Church as they 
listened to each other’s testi­
mony,” the statement said.

s bodie:
rotestant Episcopal 
ieT in°the U.Ŝ wIth

Mtely’*
i Chui

gallons with some 850,000 
day school pupils.

The Assemblies of God 
8,273 churches in the U.S. 
a membership of 514,000. How­
ever, the organisation’s Sunday 
school enrolment is 992,366.

Stronger in many are; 
seas than in the U.S., tht

ving 1,922
; 830 i 
;s of the world

UNION TALKS 
TOO SECRET

Ecumenical Press Service 
January 28

editorial
Christian Century,” published
in Chii ...............
public

ristian Centur 
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i negotiations.
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ditorial in the January 9 issu 
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FREEDOM IN 
ISRAEL

GOVERNMENT
APOLOGY

aimounced it has no plans at 
present to curb the proselytis­
ing activities of Christian 
missionary groups in the

inish Shalhevethyah Lutheran 
ision school in Jerusalem. The 
ack allegedly "was in protest
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THE VATICAN 
COUNCIL

OBSERVER’S
STATEMENT

observer to the Second ' 
can Council said in Iowa 
U.S.A., that the observers 
been taken into the delil 
tions of the council to sue 
extent that they were “al

ran Catholic observ

the t

like this existed,” Dr 
said. “I tho 
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body that had nothing to learn 
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added: “In

AFRICAN BISHOPS
Anglican News Service 

London, January 28 
The Bishop of Zanzibar 

and Dar-es-Salaam, the Right 
Reverend W. S. Baker, has 
announced the appointment of 
three assistant bishops for the 
diocese.
Two of them will be the firs! 

\frican bishops to be appointee 
n that part of the Church sup- 
sorted by the Universities’ Mis- 
lion to Central Africa.

The third assistant
an English priest, v 
on Zanzibar Island.

The three bishc 
will be consecrated ii

CLOSER CONTACTS 
IN GHANA

Ecumenical Press Service

dence attended by a number < 
churchmen including the Bisho 
of Accra, the Right Reveren 
R. R. Roseveare, who ŵas dj
for his criticism of the goveri

President Nkrumah also paid 
tribute to the important 
played by the Churches i

niliate Protestant o 
ristians. All the 
still there.

I don’t think any r

Cardinal̂  Bea says, it is a ‘rei

CHURCH UNITY 
IN ENGLAND

Anglican News Service 
London, January 28

Recommendations a f t e 
talks on inter-Church unit; 
between the Church of Eng 
land and the Methodists, whicl 
have been spread over the pas 
six and a half years, a 
given in an official 
wards the end of i

senting their pro 
o Churches so ea

ord in March, 1 
I that three fui 
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about the talks.
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PARISH AND PEOPLE 
SECRETARY

Anglican News Service 
London, January 28 

The Reverend Trevor Beeson, 
Vicar of S. Chad’s, Stockton-on- 
Tees, has been appointed gen­
eral secretary of the Parish and 
People Movement.

He succeeds the Reverend 
Kenneth Packard, secretary

Guildford Grammar School
GUILDFORD — WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Applications are invited for a master to teach MATHE­
MATICS to Matriculation. First Term commences 12th 
February, 1963. Attractive salary offered.

Single accommodation is available.

Apply, by letter, with testimonials, l 
The Headmaster.

c h a p l a in  a n d  su r -w a r d e n  o f  
ST GEORGE’S UNIVERSITY COLLEGE

The Council of St George’s Anglican Men's College, 
within the University of Western Australia, invites appli­
cations from qualified single priests in holy orders for 
appointment to this post dealing primarily with the 
spiritual welfare of professional men in training. Appli­
cations should be made to: The Warden, St George's 
College, Crawley, Western Australia, from whom further 
information is available.

ALEX G0W PTY. LTD.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

550 Queen Street, Petrie Bight, Brisbane

EFFICIENCY COMBINED WITH
DIGNITY AND REVERENCE

MEMORIAL PLAQUES
Wall of Remembrance Plates in Bronze, 
Chrome and Brass, General Engraving 

ERIC H. STEWART PTY. LIMITED
39 Liverpool Street (Cnr. Sussex Street), Sydney

“ I'm a husband . . .  I ’m his wife 

we’ve solved our household 

budget problems

W E’VE OPENED A  
JO IN T A CC O U N T  

A T  OUR NEAREST  
RURAL BANK

. . .  now we pay bills the safe way and we 
both have money to meet emergencies.” 

SEE YOUR NEAREST RURAL BANK!

HEAD OFFICE: Martin Place, Sydney
FOR EVERY CLASS OF TRADING BANK BUSINESS
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THE CHURCH IN THE PACIFIC
By the Bishop in Polynesia, the Right Reverend J. C. Vockler

A MARRIAGE GUIDANCE 
WORKSHOP



NEW C.E.M.S. BRANCH 
AT ROCHESTER

THE MUSIC OF THE CHURCH . . . 4 1

WEDDING MUSIC AND MELODY ester, Vie., January 28 
•aneh of the Church 
. the Parish of Rochest.
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND BIBLE COI
(Chairman: The Venerable E. A. Pitt, M.A.)..................1



SOUTHERN RHODESIA’S TWO NATIONS
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PLANS ANNOUNCED 

FOR TORONTO

DIFFERENT PRAYER BOOK 
FOR EACH DAY


