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Of Receiving the Communion in the company of [uch, whom
e conceive not [0 good, holy, and rightly principled,
as wee wifl they were.
L
psus Curist gave the Communi=
2l on to Perer, who he knew, would deny him
Wl with curfing and fwearing ; and indeed fo
| did [ HMatth. 26. 34. =T hon fbalt deny me
| thrice. vetf, 70. —He denyed before them: all.
> v. 72, He denyed With an oath. v. 74. he began
S RSb| to curfe andto [weare, I kpow not the man )
' ' and to all the Difciples, who as Peter, did
not yet believe the refurre@ion, nor a great while after neither,
nor could they be brought to it, Mar. 16.11, [ And they,when they
bad heard that be was alive , and bad beene feene of her, beleeved not.
and ver(. 13. [ And they two went and told iz tothe refidue: neither
beleeved they them.”] Nay the words of eye-witneffes feemed to
them, as idle tales, L#k.24.11.where alfo ver(. 13. and fo forward,
a ftory of two Difciples (‘and Cleopas one ) who did not yet be-
leeve that he- was Hee that fhould redeem Ifraél, ver/, 21. nor did
they in any tolerable manner underftand the chiefe Scriptures con-
cerning Chrift , much leffe all, till ». 45. Chrift opened their un-
derftandings, that they might underftand the Scriptures. 7 homas
faid, he would not beleeve but upon manifeftations, that himfelfe
had propofed, fob. 20, 25. [ Except I foall fee in bis hands the pring
of the nailes, and'pus my finger into the print of the nailes, and thruft
m) hand into bis ide, I will ot belecve: ] Nay more then all chis,
the very morning before the Afcention we find the eleven in
an expectation of Chrifts Being a Temporall King, e4¢t. 1, 6.
This was no lefle then 40. daies after his refirrection, and yet
were they in the fame errour, that thofe two difciples were in, on
the very day of his R efurre®ion, Lnk;24.21.50 flow and dull were
they to beleeve, though Jefus Chrift himfelfe had taughe them
for 3. years together before ; and yet God bare with them (ill.
‘ A2 Prolepfis,.
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Prolepfis. Not that, any hence fhould bee fuffered.to curfe and
fweare, or be contented with his dulneffe or flownefle, or be en-
couraged to goe on inignorance and unbeliefe; ( there are other
feriptures enough againft thefe things, and other waies for preven-
ting and reforming of thefe things commanded to us in-thefe fcrip-
tures,and not Exclufion or Sufpenfion from the Sacrament ) But
that, when men defire and endeavour to approve themfelves to bee
difciples, as the difciples heredid; Their prefent ignorance, fail-
ings and {lenderneffe can be no fufficient ground, either to any
knowing and worthy believer to. forbeare communicating with

them, or to any Minifter to fufpend or exclude them from the

Sacrament ; no-more , then it was to Jefus Chrift to withhold the

Ordinance from his ignorant and unbelieving difciples,whodid de- ~

3

indeed were fo very fhortly after. \
i

fire and endeavour to be better, and were in a way to be; fo, and

¥

das his being prefent at the Sacrament.is Zohx. 13. verfe 30. [ Hee
then baving received the fop , went immediately ont © and it was
night 7] though indeed thisvery place confidered with all circum-

ftances feemes unanfwerably to prove the Contrary, For ,
Fitft, ver/(. 2. Supper,that is, the Paffeover was ended; and that
(according to the feafon of the yeare,the cuftome of the country,
and the law alfo of the Paffeover ) in the twilight, before day was

quitein, that is, before dark night.

Secondly, After Supper, and before:the Communion, was done
and faid all fromv.2.to v.17.and are thus recorded by no other E-

vangelift. ‘ :
; Thirdly, Our Saviour intimating,that oneof the twelve fhould
T_Z’;ﬁ%ﬂac”“ betray him,is in the Gofpell ftoried of him to have been no leffe
g‘ ;,f,m’ omirtens then thtee times given out by- him.Firftin 7oh.6.70. Have not I
aliis dicta, nifi chofen yon twelve, and one of you is a Devill 2 verf.71. He [pake of
fiquid contextus: Fudas Ifcariot,e.A time mentioned by no Evangelift elfe. The fe-
biftorie defide-"cond by S: Marthew,and S. AMarke to have been at'the Pafleover,
gt © Mit.26.21." Andias they didear [ the Pafleover;v. 10,20, he faid,
Verily, I [y untoyon, that one'of you foallbetvay mee, and Mar. 14.
18. And- as they fate and-did. eate. [ -the Pafleover, verf. 16,
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* The place, that to fome men feemes to be moft againft fu-
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17.7] fefus faid, Verily I [ay unto yo one of yorl which ear’
eth with mee, fhall betray mee. And the third by S. Lzuketo have
been after the Pafleover , and at the Communion for certaine , if
not a lictle after. Luke22. forv. 21. But behold the hand of him that
betrayeth me,ss with me on the table; when juft before,to wit, ver.19:
20, We have the Communion given by Jefus Chrift & received by
the difciples.And this time(by what has bin faid but juft now in the
fecond obfervation)is that,queftionlefle which is meant in this’ 7ob.
13.18,19 & 21. 1 fpeak not of you all, I know'whom 1 have chofen:but
that the Scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with mee hath
lift np bis beele againft me.19. Now I tell yor before it come,that when
it 1 come to paffe,yee may belceve that I am He.o1 . When Jefus had this
[aidbe was tronbled in Spirit and teftified, and(aid , verily T [ay unto
Forsthat one of you fhallbetray me. So that thefe words in wer/t 21.
One of 'yon [ball betray me, are to be conceived not another fpeech
from v.18.19.but onely the {peaking out plainly(teffified and (aid)
what was darkly faid before out of the Prophet. And whereas the
words here are many more and differing from thofe in S, Luke,that
is not at all materiail for itis ufuallin the Evangelifts, for one to
record fome words, and another other fome, of the fame fpeech;
fpoken by Chrift at oneand the fame time.

- Fourthly,The dipped fop was a peice of the blefled and broken
bread,dipt into the wine for diftinGtion fake, that fob» might have
knowne the Traytor according to our Saviours fignification, v.26.
But fo flow and heedlefle notwithftanding was he fure’, as well as
the reft (ifthey alfo did heare: that Intimation to fohn) that,for
ought we finde in the Gofpels,they underftood nothing, no not of
this,which they feem’d fo defirous to know. And that their flow-
nefle and (lenderneffe not. long before this was.very great,we finde-
plainely by Zuk, 18. 34. They underftood none of thefe things,
and this [aying was bid from them, neither knew they the things
which Were [poken. Adde hereunto that whereas that fpeech of
our Saviour fob. chap. 13, ver(.27. That thon doft, doequickly;
was meant wee all know , of 7xdass his betraying him ; (asif
he thould have faid , T know the wickedneffe of thy heart, what
mifchiefe againft me thou haft'conceived and art refolved upon,
but know:this, I:amiprovided. to beare every thing , and therefore
beas quick-asthowcanft, I am ready .) Had the difciples by this

A3 time:
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time knowne that ##das was the man, that would betray him, they
would fure have underftood this in the right fenfe.But that fo chey
did not, is plaine by the next words, ver/. 28.29. Now noman at
the table knew for what intent he (pake this nnto him. For [ome of
them thonght, becanfe Fudas had the bag, . So that,that fpeech of
our Saviour to Fudas, Matth. 26.25. T hon baft [aid; muft needs be-
underftood, either to have beene fo whifper’d into his eare, that
the other difciples.did not heare ( He fitting nexcunto Chrift on.
one fide, or at left very neare him) or elfe to have beene no better
underftood by them,then this ?0b.13.27. T hat thon doeft do quickly.
Fiftly, Supper,that is, the Paffeover was ended by Twilight,v,2,
but fudss went not out, till it was darke night, v.30. [ He then ha--
ving recesved the [op, went immediatcly ont 2 and it was might. ) That:
is, Not till he had had his feet wathed by his Mafter, v. 4. and alfo
been made partaketr of the Communion, which was not in the
twilight,but in the very night, and Supper being ended,v. 2. and 4.
He rifeth from Supper. Butnow the fop is given to J#dus a good
while after, viz. not before,.26. Hee i #,t0 whom I [ball give,céc
Sixtly, Admic it could be proved, that 7xdas was notatthe
Communion ; yetwhat is this.to prove that fuch mixt Communi-
ons, as we now have,are not lawfull » Allthat could follow (admit
Fudas his not-communicating could be made out moft cleerly ) is
onely this, That that one plea for our ufe, is none of the foundeft.
But at no hand would it follow, either thatthe other pleas (for in-
ftance, that in the firft Pofition ) are not moft found and ortho-

dox; or, that the ufage it felfe is Polluting, Sinfull, and by Saints.

not tobe endured.
1L

Not difcerning the Lords body7] is held forth to be a great and’
perillous finne to thofe that are guilty of it; yet neither in that
place, nor any elfe, held forth, either to people, to be ground to
them to forbeare communicating in the company of thofe whom
they fufpec to be fuch ; ot to a Minifter, either to [u/pend, orex-
clude, all thefe, who he onely feares are fuch Not-difcerners.

IV ;
To communicate with not-difcerners, and otherwife unworthy
seceivers, isnotin1 (for.11,29,30. held forth to us to beany caufe

of
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of temparall, much leffe eternall judgement to thofe, that are
worthy,though communicating in the company of the unworthy;
But onely undifcerning and unworthy receiving affitm’d tobethe

. Provocation in thofe, that were judged and chaftened, as there the

Apoftle thewes, and efpecially in v. 30. For this canfe many are
weake andfickly among yon, andmany [leepe, vix., many of thofe a-
mong you, that have eaten and drunken unworthily (in the verfe
jult before, viz. v. 29. ) not difcerning the Lords body. And marke
it,There feemes to be this emphafis al{o in the word,many; namely,
Many, not All : As if he fhould have faid, The whole body of
you are not punifhed for the fault of fome; No, nor yet all the
offenders themfelves ( Pius fvilicet Dens partem percnffit fententie
[na gladio, nt partem corrigeret exemplo, as(alvian. ) Yet many of
them;that they that were fpared,might be the mote furely fcared
and warned. :
' V.

. In the Ordinance of the Lordsand Commons ( as in all Lawes)
The Law-makers fure intended, an equity, & juftprudence fhould
take place ; Not that in all places,concernning all perfons, and at
all times, the Letter of the Ordinance fhould be preffed, even to
rigour and extremity; But where Circumftances concurre, there to
prefle, or for beare according to the occafion. Forinftance, In cafe
T know a man to order, or to have ordered his life foberly, juftly
and godlily ( asthe Apoftle fpeakes ) though hee be able perhaps
to give little or no accounr almoft of his faith in words; Yet, be-
fides many other thingesin gods word, Very charity requires mee
to hope and perfwade my felfe, That had hee not a good meafure
of Chriftian faith and knowledge in his heart, hee would never
have fhewed foe much in hislife and converfation; And foe for-
bids mee to purfue the utmoft of the Ordinance about fuchan
one; Nor, I beleeve, would any of the Law-makers, were they
confulted with, direct otherwife.

VI

Concerning the meaning of thefewords , Zhis ismy body ; Let
that Apoththegme of Q. Elizabeth bee much thought-on; who
beeing examined ( in her fifters Raigne ) about the Reall preﬁmceci

an
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and in-great danger, made this Anfwer ('ivh'icﬁ,.’tisfaidfayed"he}}

life)aiain ' !

) (hrift tooke the bread andbrake iry
Hee was The word, that [hake it;
eAndwhat that Word did make it;

- . Idoereceive and take it

All Controvetfies arebeft fhut-up with fuch fhort Refo]utiongfhl 7

of faith and practife, as this is.
' | VL

* Nor. all,nor any one of thefe fix pofitions would we beuunde'_‘r:
ftood to have'been thought and written, out of any defign againft

the Ordinance of ‘the Lords and Commons,concerning fufpen(ion

from the Sacrament of the Lords Supper; taken in that fenfein
which by them it was publithed , to wit,as an A& of Chriftian:
prudence and Ecclefiafticall policy, no way contrary to the Word
of God ( forin this notion we heartily defire and earneftly endea-
vour that it may obtainjand ‘do zealoufly exhortall forts to fubmit

unto the Examination therein expreffed; the abler fort of people,

for the good example of the.(lender ones:and the weaker,that they.
may learne; and iin time, by gods  blefling uposn ‘their nfingthey
meanes, attaine unto fuch notable abilities , as they fee in o=
thers. ) No, But our true and onely intent in them'isthis; To
give notice unto the world that the way, that wee were in hereto-
fore, was not defective in any thing that is held forth in the Word:
of 'God, as praceptively to wotthy receiving neceffary, and that

" ‘what now is added is onely matter of fpirituall prudence; And

that in walking according o the purpofe thereof, to fay the moft

that can be fayd, we fhall only do bettery but yet that- heretofore .

wee ‘did well;1and @ill (hall doe well, Authority foe allowing;
wee doe charitably live'and pradife according to the/Rules and
Rubricks , that hetetofore have been ourdirection,and which for
a long time good Chriftians have followed, to the glory.of Gody
the comfort of their owne foules,and the edifying of one another
infaithand love. ; ,
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