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dédié 
Of Receiving the Communion in the company of fuch, whom 

we conceive not fo good, holy, and rightly principled, 
a wee wifh they were. : 

i 

 -‎ 55 Curis gave theCommuniה |]
Gal onto Peter, who heknew, would deny him 
M] with curfing and fivearing ; and indeed fo 
Se did [ CWMatth. 26. 34. —Thou foalt deny me 

thrice. verf. 70. —He denyed before them: all. 
v. 72. He denyed with an oath. v. 74. he began 
to curfe andto [weare, I know not the man | 
andto all the Difciples, who as Peter, did 

not yet believe the refurredtion, nor a great while after neither, 
nor could they be brought to it, Mar. 16.11, [ And they ‚when they 
had heard that be mas alive „and had beene feene of her, beleeved not. 
and verf.13. [ And they two went and told ir tothe refidue: neither 
beleeved they them. ] Nay the words of eye-witnefles feemed to. 
them, as idletalés, Zyk.24.11.where alfo verf. 13. and fo forward, 
aftory oftwo Difciples (and C/eopas one ) who did not yet be- 
leeve that. he-was Hee that fhould redeem Ifraél, ver/, 21. nor did 
they in any tolerable manner underftand the chiefe Scriptures con- 
cerning Chrift , much leffe all, till v. 45. Chrift opened their un- 
derftandings, that they might underftand the Scriptures. Thomas 
faid, he would not beleeve but upon manifeftations, that himfelfe 
had propofed, Joh. 20. 25. [| Except I hall fee in his hands the print 
of the nailes, and'put my finger into the print of the nailes, and thruft 
my hand into his fide, I will not beleeve: | Nay more then all this, 
the very morning before the Afcention we find the eleven in 
an expectation of Chrifts Being a Temporall King, e4é#. 6 
This was no leffe then 40. daies after his refurrection, and yet 
were they in the fame errour, that thofe two difciples were in, on, 
the very day of his Refurrection, Lwk,24.21.S0 flow and dull were: 
they to beleeve, though Jefus Chrift. himfelfe had taught them 
for 3. years together before ; and yet God bare with them fill. 
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tures,and not Exclufion or Sufpenfion from the Sacrament ) But 

“Knowing and worthy believer to forbeare communicating with | 
them, or to any Minifter to fufpend or exclude them from the ~ 

Ordinance from his ignorant and unbelieving difciples,;whodidde- = 

and faid all from v.2:t0 v.17.and are thus recorded by no other E- 

(4) / 
Prolepfis. ‚Not that. any hence fhould bee fuffered.to curfe and 

b fweare, or be contented with his dulneffe or flowneffe, or be en- 
| couraged to goe on in ignorance and unbeliefe; ( there are other 
| fcriptures enough againftthefe things, and. ather waies for preven- 

ting and reforming of thefe things commanded to us in thefe {crip- 

that, when men defire and endeavour to approve theinfelves to bee 
difciples, as the difciples here did; Their prefent ignorance, fail- 
ings and flenderneffe can be: no fufficient ground, either to any   Sacrament ; novmore, then it was to Jefus Chrift to withhold the 

fireand endeavour to be better, and were ina way to be; fo, and 
_ indeed were fo very fhortly after. ' 

| eee 
= The place, that to forme men feemes to be moft againit 74: 
das his being prefentat the Sacramentis Zohz. 13. verfe 30. ]| 6 
then having received the Jop , went immediately out: and it was 

| night | though indeed this very place confidered wich all circum- 
| ftances feemes unanfwerably to prove the Contrary. For , 

| 
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Firft, verf- 2. Supper;that is, the Paffeover was ended; and that 
(according to the feafon of the yeare,the cuftome of the country, 
and the law alfo of the Paffeover ) in the twilight, before day was 
quite in, that is, before dark night. 

Secondly, After Supper, and beforethe Communion, was done 

vangelift. oe 
Thirdly, Our Saviour intimating,that oneof the twelve fhould 

EN betray him,is in the Gofpell ftoried ofhim to have been no leffe 
eh three times given out by-him.Firfbin ?0b.6.70: Have nor T 

aliis dia, ni chofen you twelve, and one of you is a Devil ? verf.7w. He fpake of 
fiquid contextus- Indas Ifcariot,&c.A time mentioned by no Evangelift elfe. The fe- 
hiftoria defide- cond by S: Matthew,and Se Marke to have been atthe Pafleover, 
“va: * Mat.26.21. And-as they did eat (the Pafleover;v. 10.20. | he faid, 

Verily, I fay unto you, that one of you foall betray mee, and Man, 14. 
48. And: as they fate and-did. eate. (‘the Paffeover, verf. 16, 

ανα uf 17. 

  



    

ie το] λείο faid, Verily 7 Jay unto you one of yon which eatà 
eth with mee, foall betray mec. And the third by S.Zaketo have 
been after the Paffeover ; and at the Communion for certaine , if 
not a little after. Lake22.forv. 21. But behold the hand of him that 
betrayeth me,is with me on the table; when juft before,to wit, vert 9: 
20, We have the Communion given by Jefus Chrift & received by 
the difciples.And this time(by what has bin faid but juft now in the 
fecond obfervation)is that,queftionleffe which is meant in this’ Fob: 
13.18,19 & 21. J fpeak.not of you all,I know' whom I have chofen:but 
that the Scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with mee, hath 
lift up bis heele againft me.19.Now I tell you before it come,that when 
it 1 come to paffe,yee may belceve that I am He.2v.When fefis had thus 
faid,he was troubled in Spirit and teftified, and faid, verily I fay nato 
you;that one of you shall betray me. So that thefe words in ver/- 21. 
One of you foall betray me, are to be conceived not another fpeech 
from v.18.19.but onely the {peaking out plainly(teffified and faid) 
what was darkly faid before out of the Prophet. And: whereas the 
words here are many moreand differing from thofe in S.Zake,that 
is not at all materiall for itis ufuallin the Evangelifts , for one to 
record fome words, and another other fome, of the fame fpeech 
fpoken by Chrift at one and the fame time. : 

- Fourthly, The dipped fop was a peice of the bleffed and broken 
bread ,dipt into the wine for diftinétion fake, that 7ohs might have 
knowne the Traytor according to our Saviours fignification, v.26. 
But fo flow and heedleffe notwithftanding was he fure’, as well as 
the reft (ifthey alfo did heare: that Intimation to oh») that, for 
ought we finde in the Gofpels,they underftood nothing, no not of 
this,which they feem’d fo defirous to know. And that their flow- 
nefle and flenderneffe not. long before this was. very great,we finde: 
plainely by Zvk,18. 34. They underftood none of thefe things, 
and this faying was hid from them,, neither knew they the things 
which were [poken, Adde hereunto,that whereas that. {peech of 
our Saviour Joh. chap. 13, verf.27. That thou doft, doc quickly; 
was meant weeall know , of 7444 his betraying him; (asıf 
he fhould have faid , I know the wickedneffe of thy heart, what 
mifchiefe againft me thou haft‘conceived and art refolved upon, 
but know this, bam provided to beare every thing , and therefore 
beas quick asthowcanft, 1 am ready .) Had the difciples by this 
0 , A 3 time: 
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time knowne that 7das was the man, that would betray him, they. 
would fure have underftood this in the right fenfe.But that fo they 
did not, is plaine by the next words, verf. 28.29. Now no man at 
the table knew for what intent he [pake this unto him. For [ome of 
them thought, becaufe Judas had the bag, cc. So that,that fpeech of 
our Saviour to fadas, Marth. 26.25. Thou haft faid; muft needs be- 
underftood, either to have beene fo whifper’d into his. eare, that. 
the other difciples.did not heare ( He fitting next unto Chrift on. 
one fide, or at left very neare him) or elfe to have beene no better 
underftood by them,then this,70b.1 3.27.2 hat thou doeff do quickly, 

_ Fiftly, Szpper,that is, the Paffeover was ended by Twilight,v,2, 
but Judas went not out, till it was darke night, v.30.F He then ha. 
ving received the op, went immediately ont : and it was night. ) That 
is, Not till he had had his feet wafhed by his Mafter, v. 4. and alfo 
been made partaker of the Communion, which was not in the 
twilight,but in the very night, and Sapper being ended,v. 2. and 4. 
He rifeth from Supper. But now the fop is given to Zudas a good 
while after, viz. not before,v.26. ce is 55,10 whom I Jhall give, re! 

Sixtly, Admit it Could be proved, that ?#d45 was not atthe 
Communion ; yetwhat is this.to prove that fuch mixt Communi- 
ons, as we now have,are not lawfull? Allthat could follow (admit 
fudas his.not-communicating could be made-out moft cleerly ) is 
onely this, That that one plea for our ufe, is none of the foundeft. 
But at no hand would it follow, either thatthe other pleas (for in- 
tance, that inthe firft Pofition ) are not moft found and ortho- 
dox; or, that the ufage it felfe is Polluting, Sinfull, and by Saints. 
not tobe endured, = | 

Ill, 

. Not difcerning the Lords body] is held forth to be a great and’ 
perillous finne to thofe that are guilty of it; yet neither in that 
place, nor any elfe, held forth, either to people, to be ground to 
them to forbeare communicating in the company of thofewhom 
they fufpe& to be fuch ; or to a Minifter, either to /#/pend, or ex 
ülude, all thofe, who he onely feares are fuch Not-difcerners. 

IV. 
To communicate with not-difcerners, and otherwife unworthy 

weceivers, is notin (or.11.29,30. held forth to us to beany caute 
σα . of     
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of temparall, much {effe eternall judgement to thofe, that are 
worthy,though communicating in the company of the unworthy; 
But onely undifcerning and unworthy receiving affirm’d to bethe 

_ Provocation in thofe, that were judged and chaftened, as there the 
Apoftle fhewes, and efpecially in v. 30. For this canfe many are 
weake andfickly among yon, and many fleepe, vix. many of thofe ᾱ- 
mong you, that have eaten and drunken unworthily (in the verfe 
juft before, viz. v. 29. ) not difcerning the Lords body. And marke 
it, There feemes to be this emphafis alfo in the word any; namely, 
Many, not All: As if he fhould'have faid, The whole body of 
you are not punifhed for the fault of fome; No, nor yet all the 
offenders themfelves ( Pixs {cilicet Dews partem percuffit fententia 
{ue gladio, ut partem corrigeret exemplo, as [alvian. ) Net many of 
them;that they chat were {pared,might be the more furely fcared 
and warned. à 

V. 

= In the Ordinañce of the Lords and Commons ( as in all Lawes) 
The Law-makers fure intended, an equity, & juftprudence fhould 
take place; Not that in all places,concernning all perfons, and at 
all times, the Letter of the Ordinance fhould be preffed, even to - 
rigour and extremity; But where Circumftances concurre, thereto 
preffe, or for beare according to the occafion. For inftance, In cafe 
T know a man to order, or to have ordered his life foberly, juftly 
and godlily ( asthe Apoftle fpeakes ) though hee be able perhaps 
-to give little or no account almoft of his faith in words; Yet, be- 
fides many other thinges in gods word, Very charity requires mee 
to hope and perfwade my felfe, That had hee not a good meafure 
of Chriftian faith and knowledge in his heart, hee would never 

| have fhewed foe much in his life and converfation; And foe for- 
bids mee to purfue the utmoft of the Ordinance about fuchan 
one; Nor, I beleeve, would any of the Law-makers, were they 
confulted with, direët otherwife. 

VE: 

Concerning the meaning of thefewords , This is my body ; Let 
that Apoththegme of Q. Elizabeth bee much thought-on; who 
beeing examined ( in her fifters Raigne ) about the Reall pane 

an 
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and ingreat danger, made this Anfivér (whichzeistaid favedheb 2% 1 

(hriß: tooke the bread and brake its ה‎ ae ye 4 | 
- Hee was The Word, that fpake it; ai te 0 a 

eAndwhat that Word did make it; 
>. Idoe receive and take ity © a U Gere 

“All Controverfies are beft fhut-up wich füch fhort Refolutions> 
of faith and pradtife, as this is, ar oe 

ts ον OMe 

~ Nor all nor any one of thefe fix pofitions would we be unders: 
ftood to have been thought and written, out of any defign againft 
the Ordinance of the Lords and Commons concerning fufpenfon 
from the Sacrament of the Lords Supper; taken in that fenfe in 6 
which by them it was publifhed , to wit, as an Adt of Chriftian | 
prudence and Ecclefiafticall policy, no way contrary to the Word À 
Of God ( forin this notion we heartify defire and earneftly endea- À 
vourthat it may obtain,and do zealonfly exhort all forts to fubmit 
unto the Examination therein expreffed; the abler fort of people, ή 
for the good example. ofrhe.flander ones:and the weaker, that they: 

\ ο 

meéanes, attaine unto fuch notable abilities, as they fee in o-: 
thers. ) No, But our true and onely intent in themisthis;To 
give notice unto the world that the way, that wee were in hereto- 
fore, was not defective in any thing that is held forth in the Word 
of God, as preceptively to worthy receiving neceffary, and that 

that in walking according co the purpofe thereof, to fay the moft 
that can be fayd, we fhall only do betters but yet that: heretofore ... 
wee did well;:and ftill fhall doe well, Authority {ce allowing, 
avee doe charitably liveand)practife according to the Rules and 
Rubricks, that heretofore have been our direction,and which for _ | 
a long time good Chriffians have followed, to theglory of God; 4 
the comfort of their owne foules,and the edifying of one another ν 
in faith and love. ae 
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‘what now is added is onely matter offpirituall prudence; And 4 

 


