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JOE'S SNAKE BITE: A Story From The Sky Pilot's tog (2C11 Broadcast)
My a s s is ta n t, J oe , wa s  a  good fe llow in  mos t

wa ys ,  th o u g h  a  b it  o f a  m is fit  in  th e  tro p ic s .
He  a n d  G e o rg e  d id  n o t  g e t  o n  to o  we ll a s  a
rule , though the re  wa s  ne ve r a ny re a l a nimos ity
be twe e n the m. Th e y h a d  o n e  th in g  in  c o m -

I h a d  to  g o  a wa y in  th e  a e ro p la n e  to  a tte n d
to  a n  in ju re d  s tockma n  a nd  it wa s  un fo rtuna te
th a t  it  wa s  ju s t  th e  d a y we  h a d  a rra n g e d  to
ta ke  th e  s c h o o l c h ild re n  fo r a  p ic n ic .  Ge o rg e
ha d  be e n  a s ke d  to  a ccompa ny us  a s  he  wa s  a
firm  fr ie n d  a n d  fa vo u rite  w ith  th e  c h ild re n .
W h e n  I kn e w  th a t  I w o u ld  b e  a w a y I h a d  a
fe w wo rd s  with  Ge o rg e .  "Lo o k h e re ,  Ge o rg e ,"
I s a id ,  "I h a ve  to  g o  a wa y fo r a  fe w h o u rs  a n d
tha t me a ns  tha t you  a nd  J oe  will be  a lone  with
the  kidd ie s . I know tha t J oe  ca n  be  ve ry trying
a t tim e s ,  b u t yo u  will try to  m a ke  a llo wa n c e s
fo r h im , wo n 't yo u ? "

"I w ill th a t ,  S m ith y, " h e  re p lie d . "As  a
m a tte r  o f fa c t  I h a ve  a  lo t  o f a d m ira t io n  fo r
J oe . He  ca n 't he lp  be in ' wha t he  is ; I gue s s  he
m u s t o f b e e n  b o rn  th a t wa y.  An yh o w yo u  c a n
c o u n t o n  m e .  If I c a n  p re ve n t it we  wo n 't lo c k

Ge o rg e  ke p t h is  p ro m is e  a n d  b e h a ve d  h im -
s e lf ve ry we ll.  He  on ly ma de  one  s lip , a nd  tha t
wa s  while  J oe  wa s  s a ying  gra ce  be fore  d inne r.
J oe  be lie ve d  in  a  tong  gra ce . True  to  h is  prom-
is e  Ge orge  s a t down a nd ke pt his  e ye s  s o tightly
s hut tha t he  didn't s e e  the  bull -a nts ' ne s t be hind
h im . Wh a t h e  s a id  wh e n  th e  b u ll -a n ts  s ta rte d
o n  h im  ra th e r u p s e t th e  g ra c e ; b u t u n d e r th e
circums ta nce s  he  wa s  forgive n.

Afte r d inne r the  ch ild re n  p la ye d  in  the  bus h .
G e o rg e  a n d  J o e  s a t d o wn  o n  a n  o ld  lo g  a n d
ya rn e d  wh ile  th e y ke p t th e ir e ye s  o n  s o m e  o f
the  todd le rs  who  cou ldn 't jo in  in  with  the  o the r
ga me s . One  little  g irl a mus e d he rs e lf by poking
a  s tick in to  the  ho llow of the  log  the  me n  we re
s itting  on . It wa s n 't till s he  s c re a me d  tha t the y
re a lis e d a nything wa s  wrong a nd the y looke d up
in time  to s e e  a n ugly s na ke  with its  he a d dra wn
b a c k re a d y to  s trike  th e  to d d le r.  J o e  wa s  th e
ne a re s t. With  no  thought for h ims e lf he  jumpe d
fo rwa rd  a n d  g ra s p e d  th e  s n a ke  with  h is  b a re
ha nds . As  the  s na ke 's  fa ngs  s a nk into J oe 's  a rm
Ge orge  shudde re d. "J oe ," he  whis pe re d , "J oe ,
o ld  m a n , you 've  be e n  b it!"

J oe  we nt ve ry white . He  wra ppe d  a  ha ndke r-
c h ie f ro u n d  h is  a rm  wh ile  G e o rg e  kille d  th e
s n a ke .  Be twe e n  th e m  th e y tig h te n e d  th e  lig a -

t u r e  a n d  G e o rg e  h u r r ie d  J o e  b a c k  t o the
mis s ion. S ome how Ge orge  found  the  pe rma n-
g a n a te  o f p o ta s h  a n d  ru b b e d  th e  c rys ta ls  in to
the  b ite  a fte r he  ha d s ucke d out the  ve nom. He
wa s  a s  ge ntle  a s  a  nurse .

"How's  tha t, o ld  ma n? " he  a s ke d  fina lly. "For
h e a ve n 's  s a ke  try to  b u c k u p .  S m ith y will b e
b a c k a n y m in u te  a n d  h e 'll fix yo u  u p  p ro p e r.
Wis h  I kn e w m o re  a b o u t s n a ke  b ite .  Ho w d o
you fe e l now? "

J oe 's  a ns we r c a m e  in  a  vo ic e  tha t qu ive re d .
"I've  g o n e  a  b it  n u m b ,  G e o rg e .  It  wa s  a  b ig
sna ke  a nd unle ss  S mithy come s  soon it looks  like
th e  e n d .  I c a n  fe e l th e  p o is o n  wo rkin '."

"Do n 't ta lk like  th a t,  J o e ," s a id  Ge o rg e  with
force d cheerfulness. "Yo u 'll be a ll rig h t.
S mithy's  a lwa ys  ge ttin ' b it a nd  it don 't s e e m to
h u rt h im  m u c h ."

"He 's  be e n  b it tha t o fte n  he  mus t be  immune
b y n o w. An yh o w h e  kn o ws  h o w to  tre a t s n a ke

"S o  do  I.  Look he re ,  J oe  . . .  wha t I m e a n  te r
s a y is  . . .  oh ,  ha ng  it a ll,  it wa s  a  da rne d  b ra ve
th in g  yo u  d o n e ,  J o e .  I ta ke  o ff m e  h a t to  yo u .
Te ll yo u  th e  tru th  I d id n 't  th in k yo u  h a d  it  in
you . It wa s  the  ga m e s t th ing  e ve r I s e e n ."

wa s  a lwa ys  s c a re d  th a t wh e n  th e  tim e  c a m e  I

s ca re d , Ge orge , a n ' I a m s till.  I ha te sna ke s  a n'
it 's  a  ro tte n  wa y to  d ie ."

"Do n ' t  ta lk  a b o u t  d yin '  J o e . Yo u ' ll b e  a ll
r ig h t ,  I kn o w yo u  will.  I'm  n o t  m u c h  g o o d  a t
p ra yin '  b u t if I th o u g h t it  wo u ld  d o  a n y g o o d
I'd  g o  d o wn  o n  m y kn e e s  r ig h t  n o w. I w is h
S mithy would  come ."

"Ge orge , you 've  be e n ve ry de ce nt to  -da y. I
kn o w yo u  d o n 't  like  m e  m u c h  a n '  m a yb e  it 's

c o m e  a  C h r is t ia n  I w o u ld n ' t  m in d  d yin '  s o
much ."

"Oh, you  a in 't go in ' to  d ie , J oe ; God  cou ldn 't
le t tha t ha ppe n . An ' m a ybe  I'm  ne a re r to  be in '
a  Ch ris tia n  th a n  yo u  th in k.  Of c o u rs e  I like  to
a rgue ,  a nd  I pu t on  a  b it o f a n  a c t s om e tim e s ;
b u t a ll th e  s a m e  I ta ke  a  lo t o f n o tic e  o f yo u
fe llo w s .  It  a in ' t  s o  m u c h  w h a t  yo u  s a y . . .  I
kn o w yo u  a re  g e n u in e  a n d  yo u  try to  live  o u t
wha t you pre a ch. I gue ss  God unde rs ta nds  bush-
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m e n  like  m e .  I' ll n e ve r  b e  n o  'o ly s a in t ,  b u t
ma ybe  I'm  c los e r to  God  tha n  you  th ink. Any-
wa ys  I a lwa ys  try to  d o  th e  rig h t th in g ."

"Bu t , " J o e  in s is te d ,  "wh y d o n ' t  yo u  a d m it
your ne e d of a  S a viour a nd confe s s  your s ins  to
Go d ?  I kn o w He 'll fo rg ive  yo u ."

"I a in 't m u c h  g o o d  a t c o n fe s s in '.  I'd  h a ve  to
go  ba c k a  long  wa y; un le s s  I te ll the  wors t a n '
lump  the  re s t I c a n 't wa s te  tha t muc h  o f God 's
tim e .  Ma yb e  Go d  u n d e rs ta n d s . . . .  An ywa y yo u
a in ' t  a g o in '  t o  d ie .  If  o n ly  . . .  s a y ,  lis t e n ! I
c a n  h e a r th e  a e ro p la n e ! Yo u ' ll b e  a ll r ig h t
now, J oe , he re 's  S mithy comin '."

A fe w minute s  la te r I wa s  in  the  room. Afte r
a  b rie f e xa m in a tio n  o f th e  p u n c tu re s  in  J o e 's
a rm I ga ve  h im a  s le e ping dra ught.

"Dr in k  t h is  u p , " I s a id . "Th a t 's  th e  wa y.
Yo u 're  o u t o f d a n g e r n o w s o  yo u  c a n  h a ve  a
good  s le e p  a nd  in  the  morn ing  you  won 't know
th a t  yo u  we re  b it te n  b y a  s n a ke . Co m e  o n ,
Ge orge , we 'll go  ove r to  the  o ffic e  a nd  le t J oe
ha ve  a  good s le e p."

Whe n s e a te d in the  office  Ge orge  told me  the
wh o le  s to ry.  I a s ke d  h im  wh a t p re c a u tio n s  h e
h a d  ta ke n  a n d  h e  m e n tio n e d  c a s u a lly th a t h e
ha d  trie d  to  s uck ou t the  ve nom.

"Th a t  wa s  a  r is ky th in g  to  d o , " I to ld  h im .
"Of cours e  it's  qu ite  s a fe  if you  ha ve  no  broke n
s kin  in  yo u r m o u th ,  b u t th e re  is  a lwa ys  s o m e
da nge r. Yo u  c o u ld  d r in k  t h e  ve n o m  a n d  it
w o u ld n ' t  h u r t  yo u ,  b u t  e ve n  a  t in y s c ra tc h
in  yo u r m o u th  wo u ld  b e  fa ta l if th e  ve n o m  g o t
in to  it . "

"Ha n g  it  a ll,  S m ith y," s a id  G e o rg e .  "It wa s
the  le a s t I cou ld  do . J oe  ris ke d  h is  life  fo r tha t
kid d y.  An yo n e  wo u ld  d o  wh a t I d o n e ."

"We ll I'm  p ro u d  o f yo u  b o th ,  G e o rg e .  Yo u
a re  b o th  ve ry g a lla n t g e n tle m e n .  By th e  wa y,
wha t d id  you  do  with  the  s na ke ? "

"It's  he re , S mithy, in  th is  s uga r ba g. I thought
it m ig h t d o  fo r yo u r c o lle c tio n  th o u g h  it's  a  b it
kn o c ke d  a b o u t.  I h it it  p re tty h a rd  a n d  o fte n .
I ha te snakes!"

P oor o ld  Ge orge ! Tha t wa s  m a ny ye a rs  a go ,
b u t I n e ve r fo rg o t th e  in c id e n t.  S o m e tim e s  we
C h ris tia n s  wo rry to o  m u c h  in  o u r a tte m p ts  to
g e t lo ve d  o n e s  to  s ig n  a  d e c is io n  c a rd ,  o r to
c o n fo rm  to  o u r o wn  p a rtic u la r m e th o d  o f e x-
p re s s in g  o u r fa ith  in  C h ris t . It s ta te s  c le a rly
in  th e  Bib le  th a t th e re  is  n o  o th e r wa y th a t we

c a n  b e  s a ve d  b u t th ro u g h  fa ith  in  C h ris t,  b u t
God is  no t le s s  righ te ous  tha n  we . He  ca n  look
in to  th e  h e a rts  o f m e n  a n d  I'm  s u re  th a t m a n y
a  ma n  we  worry a bout is  a lre a dy a t pe a ce  with

the  fa c t. Ope n  confe s s ion  will p roba b ly come
la te r,  bu t it is  be tte r to  c om e  na tu ra lly tha n  be
forced by our ove r -eage rness .

Whe ne ve r I th ink o f the  inc ide n t I fe e l p roud
of my two  frie nds  who  we re  te rrifie d  o f s na ke s
a nd ye t a c te d bra ve ly. I d id  not ke e p the  s na ke .
it wa s  ba dly da ma ge d, a nd in  a ny ca s e  wa s  not
a  va lua b le  s pe c ime n  be ing  me re ly a  young  py-
th o n .  It wa s  q u ite  h a rm le s s  a n d  its  b ite  wo u ld

o r J o e  kn o w th a t.  An d  th e  fin a l e n try is  ta ke n
from the  19th  cha pte r of the  firs t book of Kings .
E lija h  s a id : "I h a ve  b e e n  ve ry je a lo u s  fo r th e
Lo rd  G o d  o f h o s ts :  b e c a u s e  th e  C h ild re n  o f
Is ra e l ha ve  fors a ke n thy cove na nt, thrown down
th in e  a lta rs  a n d  s la in  th y p ro p h e ts  with  th e
s wo rd ; a n d  I,  e ve n  I o n ly a m  le ft. . . . " An d  th e
Lo rd  s a id : "Ye t h a ve  I le ft m e  s e ve n  th o u s a n d
in  Is ra e l,  a ll th e  kn e e s  wh ic h  h a ve  n o t b o we d
u n to  Ba a l."

S KY P ILO T NE W S : S om e  o f ou r re a de rs
wh o  h a ve  p ic ke d  u p  th is  lit t le  p a p e r fo r th e
firs t time  ma y wonde r why it is  da te d s ome  time
ba ck. Due  to  the  s e rious  illne s s  o f the  Dire c to r
a nd  o the r me mbe rs  o f the  s ta ff it wa s  found  to
b e  im p o s s ib le  to  c a re  fo r o u r la rg e  fa m ily o f
d a rk c h ild re n  a n d  ke e p  u p  with  a ll th e  o th e r
work. Ho w e ve r ,  n o w  th a t  th e  w o rs t  o f th is
e me rge ncy pe riod is  ove r (we  trus t!) it is  inte nd-
e d  re s u m in g  th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f th e  "Ne ws ." In
o rd e r to  try to  b rin g  th e  n e ws  u p  to  d a te  o n ly
brie f re fe re nce  will be  ma de  to  e ve n ts  tha t a re
a lre a d y p a s t h is to ry. F o r s e ve ra l is s u e s  th e
"Ne ws " will b e  d a te d  to  c o ve r two  -m o n th ly
pe riods  bu t a s  s oon  a s  it is  thus  b rough t up  to
th e  c u r re n t  m o n th  e a c h  is s u e  w ill c o ve r  a
p e rio d  o f o n e  m o n th  o n ly,  a s  b e fo re .  Th e re  is
o n e  m a t te r ,  h o we ve r ,  wh ic h  we  d o  wa n t  to
s tre s s :  ALL S UBS C R IP TIO NS  WILL BE  E X-
TE N D E D  TO  C O VE R  TH IS  P E R IO D .  Th a t
me a ns , of cours e , tha t you will re ce ive  12 s e pa -
ra te  is s u e s  o f th e  "Ne ws " fo r th e  2 /6  a lre a d y
p a id .  We  d o  va lu e  yo u r in te re s t a n d  s u p p o rt
a nd  we  fe e l s u re  tha t you  will re a lis e  tha t th is
is  th e  o n ly wa y in  wh ic h  We  c a n  c a rry o n  a n d
ye t ke e p fa ith  with  our s ubs cribe rs .

J AN E T ,  R I T A AN D  T H E  KAN G AR O O .
O u r c o ve r p h o to ,  s h o win g  th re e  re a l Au s tra -

ta ke n  s o m e  m o n th s  a g o .  J a n e t a n d  h e r little
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s is te r, Rita , we re  ve ry s a d this  da y for the y we re
d re s s e d  re a d y to  le a ve  th e  Mis s io n  F a rm  to

wa rrin a  a p p e a rs  to  m a n y c ity p e o p le . Th e re
we re  te a rs  whe n  the y le ft; te a rs  tha t we re  no t
o n ly in  th e  e ye s  o f th e s e  little  o n e s  wh o m  we
h a d  le a rn e d  to  lo ve .  An d  J a n e t ke p t th ro win g
h e r a rm s  a ro u n d  Mrs .  La n g fo rd  -S m ith  a s  s h e
s a id : "I'm  c o m in g  b a c k a g a in ,  Mu m m y, a re n 't
I?  Te ll m e  I'm  c o m in g  b a c k. " It  wa s  d iffic u lt
to  re p ly.  As  fa r a s  we  kne w the y wou ld  no t be
re tu rn ing  to  u s .  And  we  be lie ve d  tha t th is  wa s
for the  ultima te  good of the  childre n the ms e lve s .
If the ir pa re nts  we re  a ble  to  ca re  for the m prop-
e rly a nd  g ive  the m  the  love  tha t is  the  righ t o f
a ll c h ild re n  it  wo u ld  b e  wro n g  to  ke e p  th e m
h e re .  Bu t th in g s  d id  n o t wo rk o u t a s  wa s  e x-
pe cte d. Th e  p a re n ts  d id  n o t  a c t  u p  to  th e ir
re spons ibilitie s . It  w a s  n o t  lo n g  b e fo re  lit t le
Rita  wa s  once  more  in  hos pita l through ne gle c t
or wors e . A fe w we e ks  la te r both  childre n  we re
se nt ba ck to our ca re  a nd the y ha ve  se ttle d down
ve ry ha ppily.

THE  DAR K C HILDR E N:  Du r in g  J u n e  a n d
J u ly s ix m o re  c h ild re n  c a m e  to  th e  Mis s io n
F a rm : J u d y (a g e d  1 1 ),  C a ro l (9 ) a n d  J a n  (3 )
we re  th e  g ir ls ;  a n d  Da vid  (7 ),  Ma rk (5 ) a n d
Ge o ffre y (4 ) th e  b o ys . Th e y s e t t le d  in  ve ry
qu ic kly a nd  s e e m e d  to  e n joy the  c oun try a fte r
c ity life .

S o m e  o f t h e  w o m e n  fro m  th e  C h u rc h  o f
Engla nd , Kurra jong , ca me  to  the  Fa rm one  da y
a n d  p ro vid e d  a  wo n d e rfu l p a rty fo r th e  d a rk
childre n .

One  S unda y a ll the  ch ild re n  a tte nde d  a  s pe -
c ia l s e rvic e  a t th e  Ho lro yd  Me th o d is t Ch u rc h .
If s o m e  o f th e  yo u n g e r o n e s  s h o we d  s ig n s  o f
s le e pine s s  during the  s e rvice , ma ybe  it wa s  due
to  ove r e nthus ia s m during te a .

Is a be lle  e njoye d a  we e k a s  a  gue s t of Mr. a nd
Mrs . Clis s o ld , Ryda lme re , a nd  a nothe r we e k a t
Coo-i-noo Home , Enfie ld . S he  ha s  worke d ha rd
a nd the  holida y wa s  we ll e a rne d.

SKY PILOT FELLOWSHIP

Ma re lla  Mis s io n  Fa rm
RALLY and SALE of WORK

t o  b e  h e ld  (D. V. )  in  t h e

S YDNE Y TOWN HALL
(Lo w e r  Ha l l ) .

S ATURDAY, lOils MAY, 1958
DO O R S  O P E N 1 0 . 3 0  a . m . P UB LIC  ME E TING ,  2  p . m .

Our re s pons ib ilitie s  inc lude : Ch ris tia n  Ra d io  Broa dc a s ts , Mis s ion  Fa rm  a nd  Hom e  fo r Ne g le c te d
Aborig ina l Ch ild ren , e tc .

RE F RE S HME NTS  AVAILABLE  ALL DAY • COME, BRING A F RIEND, AND S UP P ORT
THIS  WO R K F O R  THE  DAR K C HILDR E N.

Gifts  fo r s ta lls  s h o u ld  b e  ra ile d  to  th e  "S ky P ilo t", P a rra m a tta  Ra ilwa y S ta tio n , o r b ro u g h t to  th e
Town Ha ll on  the  day of the  Ra lly. For fu rthe r pa rticu la rs , p leas e  phone  Mare lla  Mis s ion  Fa rm, YA2427.
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