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YOUR SAVIOR HAS BEEN BORN

"A Savior has been born to you."
Luke 2:11

Thank God for Christmas. Thank God
for the birth of Jesus Christ. Thank God for
the birth of my Savior. ‘

The amazing message of this happy day
is that a Savior has been born to me and to
you. When the glory of the Christ-child ex ,
ploded on the hillside the night Jesus was
born, human beings put their hands over
their eyes and tried to find a place to hide.
But the angel said,

Do not be afraid. | bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all
the people. Today in the town of
David a Savior has been born to
you; he is Christ the Lord (Luke
2181,

The fullest account of what happened
when Jesus Christ wbhern is found in
Luke 2. Here it is to refresh your memory:

In those days Caesar Augustus
issued a decree that a census should
be taken of the entire Roman
world. (This was the first census
that took place while Quirinius was
governor of Syria.) And everyone
went to his own town to register.

So Joseph also went up from-the
town of Nazarethin Galileeto
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Judea, to Bethlehem the town of
David, because he belonged to the
house and line of David. He went
there to register with Maviip

was pledged to be married to him
and was expecting a chidile

they were there, the time came for
the baby to be born, and she gave
birth to her firstbora, son. She
wrapped him in cloths and placed
him in a manger, because there was
no room for them in the inn.

And there were shepherds living
out in the fields nearbkeeping
watch over their flocks at night. An
angel of the Lord appeared to them,
and theglory of the Lord shone
around themand they were ter
rified. But the angel said to them,
"Do not be afraid. | bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all
the people. Today in the town of
David a Savior has been born to
you; he is Christ the Lord. This will
be a sign to you: You will find a
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in
a manger."

Suddenly a great company of the
heavenlyhost appeared withhe
angel, praisingGod and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace to men on whom his
favor rests."
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When the angels had left them
and goneinto heaven,the shep
herds said to one another, "Let's go

to Bethlehem and see this thing that

has happened, which the Lord has
told us about."

So they hurried off and found
Mary and Josephand the baby,
who was lying in the manger.
When they had seenhim, they
spread the word concerning what ,
had been told them about this
child, and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds said
to them. But Mary treasured up all
these things and pondered them in
her heart. The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all
the things they had heard and seen,
which were just as they had been
told (vv. 1-20).

The story from the Bible and the beauti
ful carols are part of the Christmas tradi
tion. But what does it all mean? You and |
have to get behind all the words, all the
music, all the tradition; otherwise Christ
mas won't help us very much. True, all this

were overcome.Christ the Lord-their
Savior-had come to them.

If you could have seen them moments
before the sky was lit up by heaven's glory,
you would have seen ordinary people-like
you and like me. Except that these were the
humblestpeople in thaorld. Can you
imagine a proud shepherd? What does a
shepherd have to be proud about? These
shepherds, living in the fields near Bethle
hem, didn't amount to anything. Yet
heaven's choirs assembled for their benefit,
and a messagestraight from heaven's
throne room resounded through the night
-a Savior has been born you.

At Christmastime we celebrate the in
credible fact that Jesus Christ, the Son of
the living God, has come to you, to me, to
us. Think what this means. Have you ever
had a fight with someone? Of course you
have. Think back to your last one. How
doesit go when you have a fight with
someone? You both get mad. You say bad
things to each other, then your enemy goes
his way and you go yours.

When someone says to you, "Why don't
you two bury the hatchet? Why don't you

can be inspiring at the moment. But what two make up? Why keep fighting like this?"

does it have to do with us and our needs?
The answer to this question is found in

the angel's statement to the shepherds-A

Savior has been born to ywhen the

you probably reply, "Do you think | am
going to apologize to him? Never! He is go

ing to have come over here first. My door is
open. He can come any time."

shepherds heard this announcement, they You know what happened at Christmas?
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God took the first step toward us. We are
sinful people. Everyone is. God is not happy
with any of us. The fight between humans
and God has been going on for years and
years. It's still going on. We want to go our
own way. We don't want to go God's way.
Because of our stubbornness we are con
demned people. That's true. But now we
hear the angel'smessage-aSavior has

been born to you.

God has taken the first step. This is His
love. At Christmastimeyou seeevery
where evidence of the love of God. When
ever you see a reminder that God has given
His only begotterSon to us to beur
Savior, you see God's love.

Congratulations. Yes, you are to be con
gratulatedd Savior has been born to you.

Glory to God in the highest-thank you,

0 God, for sending your Son Jesus to be
my Savior-can you say that? Here it is the

successful and you've got your life all set
and taken care of, this message is not for
you. It is for people whose hearts have been
broken-for the crushed, the frightened, the
lonely. It is for those who have touched
bottom and are lying there gasping, with
out hope.

Not long ago Nancyjo Mann heard the
message of salvation. She had gone all the
way to the bottomfter she killed her
baby girl through an abortion, her life fell
apart. She became a druggie, a prostitute, a
mentally derangesiyicidal womanShe
felt she would die by the time she was 25.
And she did'die" at 25S5he was on a
motorcycle when the front wheel came off,
and she was nearly killed. As she lay in the
hospital,the very same message you are
reading came to her%avior has been
born to youlesus Christ came to meet her.
And she believed in Jesus. She surrendered

Lord's Day, Sunday; the very day we are herself to Him, and her life turned around.

celebratingChristmasthis year is the
-special day of worship in the church of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Do you remember this

The old Nancyjo died and a new Nancyjo
was born.
She became a new per&re didn't

ever having happened before? It has hap know anythingabout Jesus before.She

pened before, but not lately. Think about
it: here God comes to you with a message
of salvation on the very day He set aside
for us to worship Him. Today is doubly
special. God wants you to understand that
your Savior has come.
If youtre high and mighty and proud and
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didn't know anythingabout the Bible
before.But Jesus came to her. He came to
her in words from a television evangelist
who encouraged all those who were down
and out to fall on their knees and give
themselves to Jesus. God gave her the grace
to do that. And she was saved.
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Believe that @ Savior has been born to
you. No matter where you are right now,
no matter how much you have sinned and
how far you have fallen, believe what the
angel said to the shepherds many years ago.
For the message came straight from the
God who made everything, including you.

What a Savior! That He would come to
you! That He would come to me! | want to j
tell you more about Him.

A Savior has been born to arauit
happened in Bethlehem. The message first
came to lowly shepherds, and the Savior
was born in the most lowly of circum
stances. One of the OIld Testament proph
ets had talked about Bethlehem as being the
least of the cities of Judah. It didn't amount
to anything. And when Joseph and Mary
came there, they couldn't even find a de
cent place to stay.So Jesus was born in a
stable. | know I'm not telling you anything
new. But have you thought about this-that
everythingabout Christmas was lowly?
Everything. Take a look at your Savior,
newly born, skin red and blotchy still,
wrapped in strips of cloth. This person-is
God!

The true God is willing to come and live
with lowly people. God says,

I live in a high and holy place, but
also with him who is contrite and
lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit
of the lowly and to revive the heart
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of the contrite (Isaiah 57:15).

This is the way the true God is: He dwells
with ordinary people.

Christmas is the great festival of the love
of God. The love of God is on display
everywhere we turn as we celebrate Jesus'
birth. There is no greater love than the love
of the God who gave His only begotten Son
for the salvation of wretched sinners like
us. There is no reason for us to doubt the
love of God now that Jesus has come. God
was willing to come and live with humble
people. Everything about His birth was
humble: His parents, the place of His birth,
the shepherds who heard the message first.
Right into the center of all this common
ness, the Son of God came to save us poor
sinners.

The love of God-nothing in the universe
is greater than the love of God! Think
about it. Even if your life has touched the
pits of misery, do not doubt the love of
God. This Christmas Sunday God assures
you of His love by showing you the wonder
of Jesus, His Son. A Savior has been born
to you.No matter who you are, no matter
what your circumstances, this is the mes
sage of Christmas.

Your Savior.has been born. Not some
body else's, but yours. There is no other
savior-if  He'isn't your Savior, you don't
have a Savior. It's as simple as that.

You read this message and hear Christ-
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mas music on the radio, and you think, "So
what, Christmas, preachers, Christmas
carols, all that stuff, it's nice, and | enjoy it,
but what does it mean to nhellaven't
been affected by this story for years.
Besides, look at my life. Not bad, maybe
not that much worse than other people's
lives, but compared to what | know about |
what God wants me to be, a mess." If these
areyour thoughts, the message is for you:
A Savior has been born to tha@iSon of L
God, Jesus Christ has come to save you.
God knows your sin, but He comes to you

in His love today.

God comes to you who are crushed and
broken, possibly by disease and fear. You
are thoroughly wretched becausesome
thing is killing you, and you don't have any
future anymoreAnd you wonder about
God. Why is this happeningto you?
Maybe you have been in an accident, and
you are confused and terrified. Why is this
happening to you? | don't know. Nobody
knows. But one thing | do know is that
God comes to you in His love today:
Savior has been born to you.

So what must you do? Before this special
Sunday Christmas is over, you should ask
God to receive you as His child for Jesus'
sake. Ask Jesus to come into your heart.
Ask Him. Don't hesitate. You have hesitated
too long, and look what has happened to
you. It's not nice, isit? It's horrible.
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Pleaseunderstandthat this Jesuswho
was born at Christmas went all the way to
the cross of Calvary so that sinners just like
you and me could be saved from our sins.
And when sinners like us cry out to God
and ask for forgiveness for Jesus' sake, our
sins are taken away from uasd it be
comes possible to start living a new life.

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you
will be saved!

Because Jesus Christ has come to be your
Savior, there is possibility for new life for
you. God sent His Son not only to pay for
your sins but to remake yUde breaks
the power of canceledsin and setsthe
prisoner free." If you ask God to forgive
you for Jesus' sake, you will feel a glorious
relief. It will also be a great adventure to
discover the power of Jesus' Holy Spirit in
your life.

Jesus enablesus to break destructive
habits. If you are a druggie, here's hope for
you. Jesus has power to help you. | don't
mean that you shouldn't get psychiatric or
medical help. But professional help doesn't
help that much without Jesus Christ. And
there's hope for your marriage and family.
When a husband and wife tum to Jesus Christ
for help in making their marriage and their
family holy, He does not disappoint them.
He is, after all, the great Creator and De
signer of marriage and the family.

You can be renewed when you believe in
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this blessed Redeemer. Turn to this Savior Back to God Hour programs can be heard over these

now. Pray to Hirn now. Ask Hirn to come fine stations. For a complete station listing, write to:

into your heart_ And receive the great g|ft The Back to God Hour, 6555 WCollege Dr ., Palos
. Heights, IL 60463.

of Christmas.

What can we say? What can we do? God City e m —

has given us a gift of unspeakable splendor, :

a gift that will help us, really help us. Why, e ol e
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This is a time for praise. This is a time for
happiness and joy.
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This message, prepared by Dr. joel
Nederhood, was heard over The Back to
God Hour, which is broadcast every
Sunday in co-operation with the Christian
Reformed Churches of America, in
Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria,
Tasmania and Western Australia, and by
shortwave throughout the world.

P.O. Box95, P. 0. Box5088,
Fairy Meadow. Dunedin.
N.S.W. 2519. NEW ZEALAND.
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