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This is a recorded transcription of a , .
mon deliverextemporaneously Scripture: | Timothy 6:19
zn the Marble Collegiat&hurch. There is something very inspiring about a great congre
gation, especially when a deep spirit of dedication and

joy is present, as is always the case in Marble Collegiate

Distributed by Church. | have been studyingthis congregatiorand
FOUNDATION ~ FOR CHRISTIAN  LIVING would like to report my findings.
Pawling, New York From where | stand | can see everybody except those

who are in the overflow rooms, and | can tell you that
everyone here is alive. | realize that | may have missed
somebut this is the way it appears from here. However,
havingthus felicitouslyappraisecthe situationl must

add that there are some people here, on the basis of the
law of averages, who are much more alive than others.

THOUSANDSf peopk arothd the world receive each There are some people who are merely alive physically.
Tonn. tthlizlg””te" GOPES. offrEs=RmOoNSROGBT-INma, They can makeheir wayaroundall right. They can

Y@ Ca reCeive thess messags regularly by meely breathe the atmosphere, eat their three meals a day and

m 7 rour nam and age ssto Foumaion fe Ciris go about their business. But there is something more to
tian Llvmg, PawlingswN Yok. _ life than just the functioning of the wonderful machine

IF, ol WOl flie & Ea S eshinons gy 90 mojfidefigls cor known as the body. There is the vital life of the mind and

members of your family you mayns their nams and

addre S$S also. there is the vital life of the spirit.

This Cheistign wek is entirely sepnden: upon volu A famous philosopher said that op.e's degree of alive
tag cyntnbutlonss no spcific charg or subseiption nes€® may be measured by the number of points at which
pnce 1smae for ths prines srmas. Your gifs to one touches lifeome people touch life at many more

her With others, makpossibd the work-wie dis:;ibu

t10 of D. P-ak's mssag of practical Christian living. points than do others and when the mental life and the

spiritual life are stepped up, then the physical life itself
8D63 Vol. IS No. 13 o responds and the whole man - body, mind and soul -
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comesto gnew levebf dynamicvitalty. One of the
pathetic thmgs ahdwman existencetls there areso
man peope who think they are fully alive bu who
aren trealy.

My tex is | Timahy 6:19 "Take hold of thllf e v Hc
|-0|r'fegdeedf}'ha is how the Revised Stamdad/esion
gives ti The Kmg James Mgon reads"Lay o Idon
&rnd re!’ It is as though a generous hasyisg,

Help yoggelf, there is an abundance here.8oBg
people don t takeryemuch. Thehere ae othe people
who really help themselves to life.

The other day in NorCarolin'a. |td&tenino- ta
man tellingih own story, thélling accourof : man
who helped himsalflife, a sory of vieory and achieve

seving happy, contented people. All thenmrablaze
with light. It was arldofa removed-édm anorphan
boy sitting ina vacant lot. tHis dyes meewideand
his soul expanded as he saw this brightreakiog st
through the night. He exclaimed 3d©u&od, will
ever be in that greworld outside? Will | evébe a pat

of that wondal life?" And the taillights of trent
disappe&d aound the curve andewest in therlda
ness.

Years passed. The boyew up and became a mBaot
he was nevlappy, newvénwadly eganized. Havas
conflicted and always reachingefu fe something tha
he nevwefound. He was somehow self-defeatioayding
to his own asd®n, he fell into "eyesin in theatalog."
He took to heavy drinking, lostolcarfit himself com

meg througpthggrace of God. He is now a praminemietely when harnk, became an alcoholic. He also be

€@smessman m hisem, has a rerkable gift of expres
s1l0rand egconvey to others sbing of thevonder
of his experiences.

The story ops with a ten-yedd boy sihp-ina
cant toon Eigkh Sree iri Roanoke, Virginiajon-
side thedckgof the Southern Railway. Havingano

ents, he was m a €®omerpbrares and, thbughthe
peoplehee were kmdly and took good care bf him
fel rejeeed. He had gonedown to thiwacantlo; a®
twlhht to .\atchthe setting of the sun andothéng

of mghtwith the stars blossoming out irhébeens.
And he felt very much alone.

Sudéeny t@ere c®me byontf of him a longam
mgtram. This was back in those days whemwdhere
grea rmance teailroad rains. The long, low whistle
thetram amonghe hills bespoke adventure farsdvay
places. Asgplearningrdin passed by he saw ttibere
were two dmmg cas and white-coatedvaiters were
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came an insatiable gamble

Then the wonddappened, following a night of gam
bling. There had been a poker game th#trdasted
the night. And about nine o'clock in the mornirgase
driving home. It was Sundayningy but of cese he
had no thought of going to attu- tha + was no parbf
his world. He wanted to get home and fall arid bed
sleep it off. He was tired, he was sick, hdespsndent,
he was tterly discotaged.

To escapedm his owrhoughts h@rrned onheradio,
thinking to get the news. And he heard askinice
"Are yousatisfied with yolife? Are you t@&d? Are
you sick? Are you conflicted?Are you discouaged?
Listen,there is life foanyone who will take iAfd
the speaker talked of life aanibe when it isved
with God andhe Lord Jesus Ghist. The man wadfiast
inclined to dial the pragn outbut it grippechim.

b




And then, he says, a tremendous thing happened. All of it. And the other fellows asked, "What's the matter,
of a sudden he found himself saying, "God, 0 God, this Jack?" They were incredulous, astonished.

is what I've always wanted. | know it now. | see it. | feel "Ah," he said, "I'll tell you about it. I'll tell you of the
it. Help me accept it. I give You myself. 0 God, | need glory and the wonder that God can put into a human life."
Your help. Give Yourself to me. Help me to change." And When you truly take hold of life it is life indeed. There

then hisveariness suddenly fell away, all the blackness are thousands of simiperiencesf humanbeings,

lefr his mind. It seemed that he flowed together and allthough perhaps not all equally dramatic. And there are

his heart-hunger was caught up in a feeling of new life.people everywhere trying to find life. Here is where you

Though he had been up all night, he was filled with great  find it. So help yourself to life. There is a generous supply

energy and vitality and peaceful calm. And at that minute  for you. Take hold of life which is life indeed.

he was delivered for good from the disease of alcoholism. When you get that life, you begin to develop a subtle

He thought to himself, "This is my birthday. | am born insight; your mind gets sharpened up. You get what is

today. All of the past is gone. This is my natal day." known as God's guidance and you develop perceptiveness .
Only a few weeks before my recent meeting with thisyou are then able to handle the frustrations and diffi

man, at.around the time of his tenth non-alcoholic birth culties of life and not let them throw you. You know then

day, he was invitethy the presidentof the Southern that you cartake the mistakesand the sorrowsand

Railroad, along with otherleadingbusinessmeaof his troubles and weave them into a pattern.

community, to go on a special train trip upcountry some They say you can tell a fine oriental rug from a machine

where on some business or celebration. And he went'down maderug by its curiousvariationsof pattern.in the

to the Roanoke railroad station at twilight. There was a Middle Eastern villages where each rug is hand-produced

gleaming train at the station. He went into the Pullman by men and boys under the direction of a master weaver,

car and took his seat. Then he went forward with threeit often happens that a weaver forgetfully makes a mis

othermen into the dining car for dinner. take. But when this happens the master weaver; instead of
He happenedo look out the window.They passed pulling the work out to correct the error, will find some
Third Street,Fourth Street,Fifth Street,Sixth Street, way to incorpora.te the mistake into the pattern. He makes

Seventh Street. Then he saw it coming up: the vacant lotit a new interpretation of the pattern. And experts will
and the spot where he had sat as a boy of ten looking into  tell you that the exceptional beauty of complex design in
this world. Here he was imthis world and as they the rugsis due to the skill of master weavers at turning
passed that lot at Eighth Street he could see in imaginamistakes into a work of art.

tion the little boy out there dreaming about life. Suddenly Similarly, the person who has become a master of life
the wonder of it overcame him and he started to cry - knows that in every difficulty there is an inherent good
standing there in the diningtltartears rolling down and that when you are faced with a difficoftgnit

his cheeks. He was all broken up from the sheer wondemeans the Lord is trying to guide you to the inherent
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good which you would otherwise miss. If you are.living. '
on this level of life, when you are having trouble youeU/ Vi p%.llosophy of trouble. He said to tifgeimy,
life hands you something real tough the thmg to

walk around the trouble and say, "Now there m ; !
something in this that the Lord has planted here 'Ls'rw%ay about it and ask the Lord to tell you what He

and if | have what it takes to find it | will come up witgp in it for you.” . e .
something wonderful." Help yourself to this kind of Yl%@?t could He"p055|bly have in it for me?" Clem
wanted to know. "How can | use a crooked finger? |

It is offered you. wantiq be a pitcher."
| happen tobea great reader of the sport pages.,| gﬁ"' the coach said, "let's see what we can do with

you that's a good thing, too. When you get so you canng\,[, : = : :
stand reading any more of the front pages, turn UE%’%MH?I Sté’.?f'ed C’l?m s hand and taught him to hold
sport pages and you'll later be able to go back 4 %ﬂ elf Iffetl erte_m Y . N
with the front pages. There are some wonderful things.an (09K €ffort, patience, perseverance, but before |o:1g
the sport pages and in sport books. | don't care whatfﬁ%m was delivering the ball with power. Moreover, with
sport is - whether baseball or football or skiing or whafiat crookefinger he developediral of pitch that
everWell, | was reading recently about a man w Ig confuse almost any batter. The ball would be com
remember seeing pltch many times in the old Eb@%tét.r?'ght lzz\jnd_then tsudcgerﬂ)%fwet itgy to éhe 1
Field in Brooklyn. | used to go there especially to see il € II tV.VO;:t glt\{c?] ab W'Ilsd and ba tJtlfémg gln >SN ClOSS
fellow pitch. His name was Clem Labine. Clem was on aﬁl P aé‘f'dg . RastLine eb".‘“ lere A =5 efm ”
the greatest. Now Clem Labine had had an experiencgtHaf ¢! become a big league pitcher -tamous for
made him great. is "jug _halndle curve." And he never ceased to thank
When he was about twelve years old Clem was alﬁ—%ﬂj%r.?'sjug ha?ctjlebﬁngerb _—— PRY. ‘
dreamingf beinga pitcherin big leaguebaseball; o tl youﬁwan bo ke i pgﬁr{ Mon go ou
nothing less would satisfy him. He had a powerfu‘?. D UERia 9 Sl HOCIIONPUIPO ST M LIREEENET
and he had a wonderful b|g hand that could grlp a 6% .CUI.t|eS you dolm.eet up with and look for the inherent
He could deliver it with power. But at the age of fourtggﬂd .'n.tthe”m' T?'St '? tnem | ﬁéfgr pﬁoplet\)/vllo
he had an accident. He broke his index finger. An@fSapP/ritually astute: He pug prhem, bu
index finger is very important to a ballplayer. Alth |fﬁcult|§s have within them bnght and shmmg pearls
they set the broken finger and it healed, they didn't s8t @reat price. Help yourself to life. Take hold of that
very well, for it was left with a decided crook be I?lh's I|fet|ndegd. Learn to be spiritually wise and find
the first and second, giviteg it somewhat the shap SHMISES)ad000.
of a jug handle. Clem was brokenhearted. He Sai%lml\%recent book SUCCESS THROUGH A POSITIVE
baseball future is gone." 5EN A:_ A'I‘I'(;TUItZ))E l:t>y Napoleor;] Hill and W. CIerr;entt
, e | read about a man who was once a streetcar con
Pt ateba chippullatmGlem rew fyaseaim rgvitiia dugc[c]or in Canton, Ohio. That was back before the days
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believe in the creed. And for many people that is as far
when buses superseded streetcars. The man's name wasas they ever get.
Clarence and he hated being a streetcar conductor. "I go  Then there is the life-saving, life-changing kind, where
over the same old route all the time," he would think, "lyougo from depth to depth of vital religion; where you
see the same old people. It's all so monotonous." Finally come upon a power and it helps you to overcome your
he conceived a plan for making his job more satisfying.pain, your weakness, your sorrow, your frustrations and
All day and every day he strove to spread .good feelingourdefeats; where there is sparkle in your eyes and a
among his passengers with cheery greetings and friendlyglow on your face and elasticity in your step; where you
smiles and special little courtesies. The passengers loved it love everybodgnd yourwhole lifeflowsout to bless
and, of course, Clarence himself became much happier. mankind. This is vital Christianity in depth.

But Clarence's supervisor took a dim vie® of this. He | Was on a television program in Cleveland, Ohio, run
was one of those dour, cautioulividualswho feels by a man named Mike Douglas. Anditwas quite a pro

nervous about anything unusual . or new. He thought that . g Maciell, om Sarili i Cemol ﬁvg hundred teenagers,
Clarence's unconventional friendlinesspaogie must andon the platform | found a man sitting at one end of

somehow be a waste of the company's time. He issued 2 table with a young lady next, a vacant chair and then

) . our host, Mike Douglas.
reprimands and warnings. Clarence was too happy to heed Mr. Douglas started asking me questionss all

e MSGhHggoiired. . . ! ad lib. And he asked me my views on the status of religion

Clarence went to Mr. Hill and asked advice. Hill con 5 the ynited States today, how well the churches were
vincedhim that he shouldtake his misfortuneas an | doing, and so on. "Well," | replied, "what we need in this
opportunity tahangehis line of work. Clarence per country is a new Christianity, a new vital Christianity in
suaded a big life insurance company to try him out at depth."
selling insurance. And the inherent good he found in his He |ooked to me with a bewildered air atSagaid
difficulty proved to be the start of a fine career. that again?"

Not all misfortunes work out as felicitously as that, of "we need a new vital Christianity, a Christianity of
course; but | can tell you there is no problem or difficulty  vitality and depth," | repeated.
in this world that doesn't have buried in it a bright and "well, isn't religion just religion?" he ask&Hat
shining good. do you mean by 'vitaldaim depth'?"

By the words "Help yourself to life," we mean in the Now when you have five hundred teenagers sitting in
last analysis, "Help yourself to religion in depth, the vitalfront of you and you're on television and you have to
kind of religion." Therare variouskinds of religion. explain as big a thing as that in five or six sentences, you
There is the formal kind, where you observe the preceptsre hard put to it to find words. Well, | happened to look
and you carry out the forms. There is the doctrinal and at this girl who was sitting next to me. She was sitting on
creedal kind, where you believe in the doctrine and you 11
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the edge of her seat, her mouth slightly open and her eyes
alight. She could hardly contain herself. | saw that she
wanted to answer the question. And although | didn't
know her at all, | surmised that this girl must have the
answer. So | said, "Mr. Douglas, why don't you ask her?"

"Ah," said the girl, "I can tell you all about that. For
a long timel was a nominal Christian. I went to church
regularly and | got a lot out -of it. But there was no power,
no vitality, no lift init. Then I meta group of people in
the church who took me through into a complete commit
ment of my whole self to Christ. And | was able to over
come my fears, to organize my conflicts. | was able to rise
above my frustrations. | found a happiness and a delight
in life that | hadn't known existed. It is simply wonderful."

We were all enthralled as she spoke, because in her
words, in her face, in her eyes was that wonderful quality
a person receives who has taken hold of life which is life
indeed. Mike Douglas looked at me and there was a soft
expression on his face as he said, "l see what you mean.
She's got something that's different." And that was right.
For she had helped herself to life.

| urge you to get this if you never do another thing in
all your days, for until you do get it you've never really
lived, and when you do -then you have laid hold on
life which is life indeed.

Prayer: Our Heavenlyrather we pray that a deep
spiritub experience may come to everyone. Help us so to
yield ourselves that God with all His power may take hold
of us and thereby we may have life in depth, life in full
vitality, life which is life indeed. Through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
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