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Nothing sickens people like hypocrisy . 
Hypoc:r isy i s play- acting ; pre t ending to be 
s omeone tha t you ar e not . I n particular , 
pretending t c righteou s ness and mora lity 
when i n fact yo~ are vicious or evil . A 
hypocrite i s a person who pr ays on his 
kne2s O!:l Sunday, and p:::eys or1 his 
r .. eighbours durin:.; thA week. 

Mind you, I 2uplose that it is possible 
to argue a case in defence of certaih 
t:ypes of hypoc::.:isy. A leader for cxa1npl12, 
or even a pc.Ten~ :tmy wr:ll pretsnJ to 
ccortain '1i::t·.1 c;; ::.n o.:i <,ttcm,:i t to provid2 
c:i. p~ttc.-:D.o I re1.,L.iT~:;er 1---eG:-:i.ng o[ n 
certa.:i.n J.e~Ci::.g :,o~i;:ic :a11 ~11!10 a1~.;.-1ys 

refused to b2 lh ~ tograrie<l ~1ilP ~ri~~iJg 

beer~ c:ir1ce it t.J.::-r;shed his i_:t~;_;,;, 1:l1:_p .. 
is fairly rspr8hc.nsiLle, but a_2 we ~e ~tcr 
off whc;.1 lP::!C.ing poli.t:'....:ians 1)oar: t abi;;.!: 
cons~~1:!.i11g lc:.:-ce <:_l1antit.~es :Jf alc0:,c2.. 7 

Do Fe? a~•m:.~e o:: ,_·csrect thi~r t for this 
frc:.n1: con'.:ession cf wh.::!t: is, af~_er al1-, 
a failure of s2Jf-contr0l on their pa~~? 
Do we imagine; tlLat ~-t rv;lps the:n to do 
their job better? Eve~ an i mportant 
b1:ewery l:.as ceas2d handing cut i ts own 
product t o it s workers on t he grounds t ha t 
beer- drinking and e f f iciency don ' t mi x . 
Whi ch i s be tt er, hypocrisy or bad example? 
Both a r e shameful ; hypocrisy at l east 
points in the right direction. 

You s ee tha t' s one point i n f avour of a 
hypocrite . He a cknowledges that there is 
a proper standard. Often a hypocrite is 
caught out because he sets high standards 
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for himself and for others; he canno t live up to thos e 
standards. That is why Christians are s o vulnerable t o this 
charge. In fact, it is the chief criticism of Christians ; 
a Christian 2ppears in the f a c tory or the of fic e, and, even 
oefore 8.ny wrong has b een done there is a whispered 
campaign t o vilify that person as & hypocrite. It wil: often 
not be lo:i:=; l:efon~ some error like 2.n outol'.rst o~ '.::em.pc-;_· m_· a 
roo:.·ly conc •"'E,-.<=ed li.c will dcrr.ons trete th.a'.: the; whisp2rer r Y...:re 
i:i6ht. Tl1ey .::a i.1 sit bncl~, comp l acent. f.1 '.. Christians c.:e 
hypo~~it~s, t~ey w~ll say, and tbareforc ~h2~e is GO rea son 
fo::- ;,ie l:o o c.:: ·. hc;.lJ e:-Lgeri Lj wiia:: they .:..a~ . R.;_6~..,_l"? 

W::o:ig! Cl"::is_i,~n:; -.'-<-j of1-en 1.Jc'Mve hypo c .:iti(:.:::. :.}.:,: - <:tl.tl .:mg~, 

I ~h~~k ~la~ :h~s is vastly exnggar<l~cd Ly their en~mics. ~Jt, 

n:,1 .)0-~1.":_t~~ o:.~ r..ot, :112/ poiJ:t ~-P ~li'2 l. ifjh:.: ":!.ir'.~c.~_icn. 

C1:· ~ :: .:.r:iE:ru c..Jl::es :.~· ..... o 'l fe&:c c:-l"-l C!r1vy; fe .-J r L~"!a:: ~:-:: .. .' isl.inn 
~td:.il1.n-:-~. t: a:_·f a..:~1~~Lly :. .. :.gb~- stci.nUcr c"'. s:J ie::a~~ ·~ r..c.t ·::_ter E: :- .:t] 

~-H-! ~ C-::d i::~n"l .ha·:· Jesus l'.hl."ist r.:.J./ bP. t:1 :~ So:1 o( GO--lo T.:e 
cr~. ~i: _:.s n.o ·" tr:.,.:.:---; to do 1ette:- - L8 :..s :: ove: }.r1~ ~~in o~.: 

def:i ..::i.er:~y by c.t to.c -d.ng th.:o f a ~ 2:ire.J of a:-.ct'r:ler. p c:, r son, 

Hovc- y ot< stc:- ;:> ed gc ~ng ~o ch~1·ch bcums-= you c l ecim2i ti:c:t 
·~ 11L!rc·:1-- 1:o:~opl o 11.:: i.·e hypocr ites? Do you oh jcct to "C]_igioLw 
peop! c" on the see g;:o-.1··<L::;"? Wliy. , . , nr ~ you ne1;e:;_· l~yp o critical 
10ur:;e.:'..i? Cn 1 7 t yo:1 ~ee ::hat you should ,:o rigb.t, e'.r en tho 
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the li;LOle we ;. ::.d is ..:'ull cf preteuce ancl wic~:edness? Let me 
ask you this - ara yoa a non-religious hypocrite? 
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