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ANGLICANS “ON THE SPOT"

Anglicans! Here is the most important single
document* of any kind to have come forth from any
Christian group in Australia in this century. We
doubt not that it will rank in the eyes of generations
not yet born, both for what it says and, by God's
grace, for what it may help bring to pass, with the
greatest Ilterature "ot Christendom

of v\hat concern s it to us, as Anglicans, that a
group of Congregationalism Presbyterian and Metho-
dist theologlans should have thrown up a possible
basis of union for those Churches? T in the ex-
plicit words of the Report, “It that we
should discover the way to the carliest posslble union
with the Anglican Church.”

That “way” is so straight and simple, yet risky

maginative, that only true  soldiers
of Christ, at once courageous and humble, could see
and point to it. It involves entering into a Concordat
wl(h the C‘nur\:h of South India, from whose epis-

f the recommended uniting Church
would be dlrectly derived.

Of the twenty-one learned theologians who signed
the Report, seven did so with a carefullyphrased
reservation on three points. These were, first.
creation of an episcopate might better be Ieft unnl
after the union of the three Churches; second, that
discussions about the creation of an episcopate would
more appropriately proceed if, and when, the uniting
Churches enter into negotiations for union with an
eplsooual Church; third, that relations with the Church

India — or any other Church — should be
Ieft until after union between the present three
Churches has been achieved.

These reservations will be accorded the grave
respect that they merit, for the seven are not only
distinguished theological ti ers, like their fourteen
colleagues but also, like their colleagues, they o
mand n them great first hand experience in
the conduct of the government of their respective
Churches al the highest level. Many Anglicans would
agree with the seven, not merely on gmunds of Ioglc
but on the practical basis that it is best
slowdy.

Most Anglicans, we believe, would solidly sup-
pon the approach of the fourteen. One statement by

seven should sting most of us mto very active
support indeed. That statement was: * In our opinion,
the somewhat equivocal recognition which has been
accorded the Church of South India by eplscopa]
Churches makes doubtful the result anticipated
Report.” This constitutes a stern implied crlt |sm
of us Anglicans, however charitably phrased.
thoroughly deserve it. Whatever the attitude of other
branches of the Anglican Communion, in parts of
the world remote physically and intellectually frum
Asia, it is time we Australian Angl icans showed
sense of adult, Christian responsibility nde.
pendence in our attitude to the Chun:h of South India
and similar movements in neighbouring countries.

All Australian Christians, irrespective of denomi-
nation, may be proud of the breadth of scholarship,
and the spirit of charity and good sense, which shi
forth from this Report. Its greatest value, for Angl
cans who have not hitherto bothered very much about
it, and who would appreciate a clear statement of the
true role of the episcopate in the Catholic Church,
is the way that it places the concept of episcope in
its proper historical setting, correcting misconceptions
held alike by Anglicans, Presbyte and others
about the episcopal office at this time. What the Re-
port states is unexceptionable from the true Angli-
can standpoint.

The Report, and the proposed Basis of Union,

nlikely to be accepted without prolnnged and
iscussion by the three Churches. If if
owever, the proposed relat:onshlp wnh
(he Church of Soulh India, then, in the words of the
Report, this “will call Anglicans to a decision con-
cerning unity with a Church which will have declared

of ambeth Quadrilateral’.”

Here, perhaps, e the most telling argument in
favour of the fourteen, rather than the seven: that the
Report of the majority, if accepted, would really pul
the Church of England in Australia “on the s
This, we believe, is just what we Anglicans need; for
we also have sufficient faith in the basic sound health
of the Church of England, and her untaxed reserves
of spiritual strength, to believe that she could,
would, for Christ's sake and in His Holy Name, re-
spond to the challenge which implementation this
Report would mean.

The sooner, and harder, every committed Angli-
can starts reading every word of this Report, the
better we believe God's will shall be manifest.
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NEWCOMERS HELPED AT DANDENONG A nArTSHORN and co.

By ACC. Staff Writer Vaughan Hinton

S. T. NOAD & SON

ORGAN BUILDERS

pure, golden, light

our! delicious
cereals, scones,
cakes, toast!

Carved Church Furniture

ERNEST MILLS & SONS PTY. LTD.

NEW EDITION

THE
CHURCH OF ENGLAND
- A FELLOWSHIP

THE ANGLICAN is glad to announce that
the Fourth Edition of this popular guide to the
faith and practice of the Church has now been
printed

This makes a total of 60,000 copies since the
book was first published in Australia in 1952.

price: 3F (Postage 5d.)

Obtainable from: THE ANGLICAN,
G.P.O. Box 7002, Sydney, N.S.W.
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A VATICAN WITHOUT WALLS”?






| ANGLICAN  THURSDAY

An unbroken saeep of lawn and parkland forms an everlasting
sanctuary of menories atAustralian Menonial Parkof Sydney, a perpelually
caredHor lann cermetery. And now;, by arrangenent, an
ANGLICAN SECTION
hes been created amidst its peaceful beauty.

In an attractive setting at historic Rouse Hill, Aus- and trees. Progress will new
tralian Memorial Park is now developing the largest ~ Neglect will never mar its loveli
perpetually cared-for lawn cemetery in . Here,  been formed to ensure that d

in gently rolling country with the Blue Mountains care guards this sanctuary of me «This
ialization and_remem-

dominating the background, a basic need in our com-

munlty is being dignified with everlasting beauty. particularly fitting at
now a special Anglican section — the Floral when our Lord's glorious Resurrection

Garden of Repose — has been created among the lthough(s towards the Eternal Life that

Park’'s 180 acres of sweeping lawns, gardens, lakes

To: Australian Memorial Park of Sydney, 1 Help

The wise time to plan a family burial estate is long before  j Street, Chatswood, N.SW. Please supply me, with
the need arises. Post this coupon for full details of Australian - further information about the Anglican section of
Australian Memorial Park of Sydney.

Memorial Park's thoughtful family protection plan \
1NAME .
Office: 1 HELP STREET, CIIATSWOOD, NEW SOUTH WALES = TELEPHONE: 41-0324 . npores |




THE STRETCH IN BETWEEN

; Right Reverend Stephen Bayne
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