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THE NEW THEOLOGIANS . . .  6

JOHN MACQUARRIE
By Barbara T h ierin grs!

that they exhibit 
of outlook that 
Christian theology a 

The 
differ

study of the New Theologians 
lat they exhibit the same range 

of outlook that is found within

“God" is a reality prior to 
man. He is radically other. He 
cannot be demonstrated, only

mtlook,
i (Ger

veil c
d Tillich

ipects that differe 
s from the var 

degrees of experience and

line '
Ogden).

" SUSP . . . .
from th«

flection on the problems
Bultmann and Tillich both 

of
there ieth\ngnSo\hner

A MODERATE
Van Buren and Ogden, as w« 

saw. and perhaps Bonhoeffer toe 
if he had had time to develop 
his thought, seemed to have 
learned little from the religious 
inadequacy of Liberalism, and 
seemed to be advocating a re-
which leaves man more desolate

John Macquarrie, in the 
ier of a good professional 
ogian, takes up a position

ood through the experience 
lan as having the character
3od’ is the religious word

you cannot say that it exists or 
alongside other manifestations of
stands to entities as the wholly anĉ  
other, the transcendens, the non- thing 
entity which is yet more ‘being- on f< 
ful’ than any possible entity.” past, 

If you adopt Sartre's outlook, ot it

indeed a “useless passion", whose fitted 
existence is entirely point 

But it is legitimate ar 
sible to take up a positic.. 
responding to the old idea of If h

disclosed in the events — a. pat­
tern which may be described as
Christian life

lactment of the patter 
‘ :nce, in a d 
l Christ.”

aid, than in a 
>int.

loubt play a part in intn
his highly readable books 
no doubt 
ducing the new ways of think-

:> a bare happening of 
not a randon 

lythological fi

bitrarily added 
itaphysical 1

t that it is no lor

veil under
STARTING POINT

i the fra 
lat bel 

parallel
fact that belief in

It is possible to be “grasped 
by the power of being itself”.

wledge of
vealed ; theo-

where between'the

accused by Ogden of being far 
to the theological “right”, try­
ing to keep a doctrine of God 
in addition to what Ogden re­
gards as the only viable “theo­
logy”, the doctrine of man.

But Macquarrie in his “Studies 
in Christian Existentialism” de­
fends himself from Ogden’s mis­
interpretation, and shows him­
self, I think, to have learnt much 
from the ripe wisdom of Paul

Like all the new thinkers, 
Macquarrie admits that his re­
examination of Christian truths 
was forced upon him by the ex­

it is no longer possible to
traditional ways, and expect to 
be understood by the contempor- 
lary world. This is to think in

It Impossible to live in a theo­
logical ghetto, taking no account 
of what people outside the ghetto 
are thinking.

But this is hardly to fulfil the 
Christian mission of communi­
cation. Macquarrie writes:

“Soon after I first became a 
teacher of theology, I was in­
vited to take part in an interest­
ing university teachers’ confer­
ence. . . . Knowing that I would 
have scientists, classicists, law­
yers, medical men and, indeed, 
all sorts and conditions of schol-
care to prepare a paper which, 
I fondly hoped, might transmit 
the theological theme on a wave­
length that could be picked up 
by all present.

“The hope was speedily shat­
tered in the discussion that fol­
lowed the paper.

MEANING O F “GOD”
“A physicist said something 

like this: ‘The speaker was quite 
intelligible until he introduced

Being, differ 
ledge of the objective world and 
of other persons.  ̂ ^

are brought
thing of its c 
to us, so tl 
it becomes 1

vay that s

logian can begin his task.
In this, Macquarrie diffe 

the typical English - American 
fashion from Contir ‘ ’ - 
logians, most of whi 
real reason for clinging 
historical basis.

REDEMPTIVE
(Eg.

i the
l of the 1 
i debate.

The 
Jesus i 
in the
Macquarrie dispk

He agrees with Jeremias that 
contemporary theologians are
task of êxamining whether the
are of significance to the Chrfs- 
tian faith.

HISTORICAL JESUS
This is forced upon them, first 

by the negative results of the 
:nth-century quest for the

which focusses a
Christ, rather thi 
history, and stresses tnat 
does not need to be bolster 
by some kind of guarant 
facts of past history.

(This is not making a 
of necessity, but is believed 
a return to a true under 

of faith.)

standing'in the twentieth century

task of the theologian 

ible in
iristiamty.)
In taking this line, Macquarrie
; point of kerygmatic theology, 
lich is concerned rather with 

-edemptive significance of
of spiritual truth.

doing no more with the figure of 
' s than can be done with the 

of Socrates.
lis is the trap into which the 
irically-based English-Ameri-

inderstanding of 
numan existence through the 
wealth of symbolic and mythical

ital theo- ideas go also: ther

s a contemporary truth of w 
mythological or symbolic ex
’ Some writers, like Tillich, 
;er to concentrate on mank 

belief in an C

5 the

fall.

aching of the
Jesus-projections are religiously

will always arise when the theo- 
logican clings to the necessity of 
a set of verifiable facts or ob- 

ling Jesus.
le, of c

iderstandi
:ure of fai

Thirdly,
of the task of historical research.

“outside”, the objective facts of 
history, but to enter with under­
standing into the experiences of
the task one’s own experience of 
life.

Macquarrie believes that from 
this point of view, what is im­
portant about the historical Jesus

that there 
objective 
It is this

riumphs of the
all honesty be 
gure of Jesus? 

Church place

that is called God, ;

non-mythological understanding 
of Jesus, his uniqueness and sig­
nificance.

This part of the debate has 
so far not produced any re­
ligiously satisfactory solution, 
and we have suggested̂  that the

S°\t mayXa?eemd’ extraordinary 
after all this that it seems to
is far from dead.

QUESTIONS

not consisting ii 
-ned with exter

)f the Church?
: questions that when \

:, and struggle for our 
only being irreligious

i current theological debate. ’ 
rather in synthesising what

“God”
anything within 
concepts i ixperience, and 

which it ' 
wingless, i 

. . became ur. 
telligible. Will the speaker kindly 
tell US who* umrH “flrul”

by “God”, Macqu;

whole paper becai
CT ‘God’ 

In re-examining what he means

jGod, but not, as Ogden thought, 
In the sense, of trying to retain 
a,personal super-power.

He simply disagrees with “the 
left” in their assertion that 
“God” is wholly a creation of

ALARM A T  LOSS OF
PRIESTS IN  THE U.S.
Anglican News Service

New York, April 13
At least 480 Roman Catholic priests gave up 

their orders in  1967, making a total o f at least 
711 in two years, according to a survey by the 
National Association of Pastoral Renewal, which 
called the figures “alarming”.

single, and the status of 124 is

s (wit 
i 25 of the 160 

i (with 23,000). 
dichter, a Jesuit

hundred and eleve 
held responsible pos 

not all be classified a iousIy,”^he added, “the 

:port said that the study

iting credibility gap be

Nor will Christianity e

named “Christia:

This they have not yet man­
aged to do, although they have 
indeed shown that redemptive 
truths are found in Christianity.
to have power, but for how long 
will they continue to be called 
Christian?

attractive old doctrine 
•existed be­holds t

fore ever he ' 
earth.

Can he not c
in the redemption that comes t
ma" though 

imedl
faith, the pre

through whatever form it 
though his name be ho 

longer named?
of Christianity should perhaps 
be prepared to die, knowing that 
its Lord will surely rise again.

REVISED
PRAYER
BOOK
SERVICES

A THIRD EDITION of the Report of the Prayer 
Book Commission, complete with the draft forms 
of revised Services and the new Services, has now 
been reprinted in view of the heavy demand. It 
is available immediately.

Price: $1.00 (postage 5 cents).

We propose soon to reprint the follow­
ing separate forms of service—
EVENING PRAYER (8 pages)

6 cents each
A MODERN LITURGY (20 pages)

15 cents each
BUT—

We do not want to reprint until we have 
reached some certainty about the number 
of copies of each service that will be re­
quired.

We have in hand back orders for some 
800 only of each service.

It is not an economic proposition to re­
print them until we have a print run of 
at least 4,000.

Accordingly—

Will all parishes who will require copies 
of either form of service please let us know 
their likely requirements by the end of 
April?

Available, from :
T h e  Book Department,
T h e  Anglican,
G.P.O. Box 7002, Sydney, 2001.

NEW STOCKS!
W e have received new  stocks o f th e  Penguin  
Special—

Viet Nam
-H is to ry , D ocum ents a n d  O p in ions < 

W orld  Crisis

edited by
M A R V IN  E . G E T T L E M A N

The Book Department,
THE ANGLICAN,
G.P.O. Box 7002, Sydney, N.S.W. 2001.
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H O B A R T  C H U R C H  
C R IC K E T
From Our Own Correspondent

Hobart, April 15
The Churches of Christ won the premiership 

of the Protestant Churches’ Cricket Association in 
Hobart on April 6  for the first time for twenty 
years.

They defeated New Town
Methodists by 185 a
137. Nei r side h enjoyed
much of the church cricket 
limelight in the past decade.
Methodists last played in 

grand final 14 years ago, ai 
have not yet won a post-w 
title, and Churches of Christ la 
played for the flag in 1956-57.

James', New Town, was tl
mblin

the
England team has not 
the grand final. 

Nobody can recall '

defeated S. Mai
In the preliminary fins 

Churches of Christ eliminate

S. Aidan’s 2, S. Paul’s 1, Hobart 
Baptists 1, Wesley 1, S. Mark’s 
1, S. John's 1. One grand final

LEADERS
It was fittig that Churches 

Christ and New Town Meth 
ists played off for this seasc 
" the leaders

The :nded 185

fethodists also had earl)

•ok 4/45 for Churches

Churches of Christ fro

DIOCESAN
CORRESPONDENTS

The following is the current 
list of Diocesan Correspon­
dents for “The Anglican”: 
Adelaide: The Very Reverent 

L. E. W. Renfrey, Church Office, 
18̂  King William Road, ,T "

Armidale: Canon R. F. Kirby, 
>. John’s Vicarage, Tamworth.

Ballarat: The Very Reverenc 
L G. Porter, 24 Essex Street

Bathurst: The Reverend J. J 
Jherlock, S. Barnabas’ Rectory 
4 Brilliant Street, Bathursi 
iouth.

Bendigo: Mrs H. Hyden, Chuir 
itreet, Bendigo.

Brisbane: The Reverend R. L 
iurrell, The Precentor’s House 
!. John’s Cathedral, Brisbane. 
000.
Bunbury: The Reverend P. S. 

Canberra and Goulburn: The

the end of the : 
Churches of Christ

Churches of Christ

Jim Greatbatch, aged 58, 
.....................John

season. In the
> his first century of thi

R.A.F. SERVICE
From Our Own Correspondent 

Perth, April 15 
A large congregation filled S. 

George’s Cathedral in Perth on 
April 7 for a service to com­
memorate the fiftieth year of

on, the R.A.F. Associ- 
i the Polish Associatio

Following this, the Cons 
the United States, " 
the Netherlands,

States, France and

sociation, laid wreaths in th<

The Bishop of Kalgoorlie, th< 
Right Reverend Denis Bryant, 
himself a bomber pilot with th< 
R.A.F. during World War II 
preached the sermon in which h< 
spoke of the characteristics ot 
the men of the Royal Air Force, 
and the model they could find

> thoi

isons were read by 
iptain Trent and the 
of W.A., Major-Gen-

Heads of Services, army, navy 
and R.A.A.F. personnel, was led 
by the Archdeacon of Perth, the 
Venerable F. W. Guest, and sung

ded by the Rector of S. Pvided by 
Moonah.

CHURCH UNION 
CONGRESS

Anglican News Service 
London, April 15

vised™ ffie'ms « m ^ s ^  
the Church Union, which will 
be held at Ihe Royal Festival 
Hall, London, from Friday, 
April 26, to Sunday, April 28. 
These congresses are held every

lave lasted a whole week.

: renewal of faith (th< 
lop of Canterbury anc 
Butler, O.S.B.), the re

mportant events of the week-

Gordon Phillips) a. .... , ____
Friday, April 26, when fiv 
' shops and two priests will con 

ilebrate; a reception in th 
me evening, which will be ai 

tended by Her Royal Highnes 
acess Margaret; and a rally i; 

the Kingsway Hall at 7.30 p.rr

bers of the younger and older 
generation, under the chairman- 
ihip of the Bishop of Montant, 
he Right Reverend C. W. Ster- 
ing, president of the American 
:hurch Union.

DANISH FUND
The Lutheran Bishop of Cop­

enhagen, the Right Reverend W. 
W. Madsen, issued an appeal to 

Denmark
special collection on Palm

Luther King’s 
King’s work in “furthering hu- 

conditions for fellow

Carpentaria: The
I. Bott, P.O. Box 
stand.
Gippsland: The '

i. Lovegrove, P.O.
Grafton: The R 

oria Street, Graftor 
Kalgoorlie: The 

). Cohen, The Cal 
oorlie.
Melboui

>n, The Vicarage, 13 
eet, Alphinton. 3078. 
:: Department of 

Tyrell
House, Telford Street, Newcastli 

New Guinea: Canon I. D. 
Stuart, P.O. Box 1015, Boroka,

Territory:
Chui

G. B. Chrii

ry, West Mackay.
North West Australia: The
merable E. W. Doncaster, P.O.

Coombs, Church Office, F

; 116, Rockhi 
St Arnaud: The Bishop of St 

Arnaud, Bishopsholme, Mc­
Mahon Street. St Arnaud.

Tasmania: Mr R. H. Rayner, 
45 Pirie Street, New Town.

Wangaratta: Miss Ruth By­
field, Bishop’s Lodge, Wanga-

Willochra: The Reverend I. F. 
Barlow  ̂ The Rectory, Peter-

MASS VISITATION FOR 
CRUSADE

Every home in Sydney has been visited and 
many thousands in schools, factories and on the 
beaches have been personally invited, in  the final 
stage of preparations for the Billy Graham Crusade.

knocked
young people
beach i 
harboi 
Crusadi
Youth 

through unt

on April 7 squads of

ithofUthe 
harbour inviting surfers to the 
" ade.

ith Em
til the __

>,000 peoplt
londi,

aroubra, South Steyne, 
orth Steyne, Freshwater, Dee 
Tiy and Curl Curl beaches 
They invaded the beachi 
ams of from 20 to 50 with leaf- 

,-ts and “Are You Going” badges 
giving details of the Crusade at 
Sydney Showground from April

nights, April 22 and April 25. (
Billy Grahary-expected thatPlItPisrt‘ . 

nights up to. 70 . 
audience will be young people 
under the age of 2j.

UNCTAD ACTION 
WELCOMED

Ecumenical Press Service 
/ Delhi, April 15

cently concluded
•legates froi 

ntly
Conf<

the agreement on pref- 
he most success- 
Ihe conference”.

..............  Perrov S.J. and
Elizabeth

Food Produtcion)

ful outc.
Father He 

vfiss Elizab
itary of AFPRO (Action foi 
1 ~ ’ ' ’ 

body
if the arly e
mtually acceptable 
ineralised non-reciprocal ana

which would be beneficial to the
The aims of such a system 

/ould be to help the developing 
ountries increase their export
on, and accelerate their rates of 
CUNCTAD°established a special
dU mee? in^vem befto 'work 
ur arrangements which might go
Secretary-General Raul Preb-

of the
tude of the probler 

’it the resolutions 
nd on suppleme:

April 7, 25,000 vi 
dences in Sydne> 

Reports after the
only a few people

t Eastwood, one 
voman lying o: 
indah, bleedinj

or found 
he front 
profusely

:nd Fred Nile, 
r of the Cr 

esult of the vis:
was probably 
tralian.

“Very few people 
actually going to the 

“We feel the visit 
plished what we ai
Crusade is on and i

UNITY TALKS

■ leaves the decisions in e 
to the Methodist minis 
nsultation with the chairn

where the proposed n
illegiar

riage is between an Angli 
a person who owes alle 
the Methodist Church 
not, in our opinion, be a breach 
of -the pledge if, after carrying
... the Methodist minister agreed

1970 POSSIBLE
The report will be considered 

by both churches, the Convoca­
tions of Canterbury and York at 
their meeting next month, in 
October, and May 1969, and by 
the House of Laity, and by the 
Methodist Conference which will

This report of the Anglici
nglican Methodist Unity”, 

published by S.P.C.K. ana tl 
Epwarth Press at 10s 6d sterlin*

ANGLICANS! Join in

WORLD ACTION
Washington-London-Paris-Prague-W ellington- 

Rome-Stockholm-Tokyo-Moscow-Berlin 
and

SYDNEY

Saturday, A pril 27

STOP THE WAR!
BRING THE TROOPS HOME!

Assemble: 9  - 9 .45 a.m. Hyde Park (Liverpool 
Street end)

March: 10 a.m. via Elizabeth, Market and 
George Streets

Meeting: 11 a.m. Sydney Town Hall

Chai : the Rev. John I l Mobili

Healthy families thrive on fresh air:

Vent-Axia brings fresh a ir indoors... quietly!
The system of clean, fresh air. Essential in kitchens and bathrooms. Wonderful 
in bedrooms and living areas where air movement is reduced by fly screens, 
curtains and drapes. Vent-Axia is easily installed in windows, walls and V 
ceilings. Running costs are negligible. Built to last a lifetime. •/.'

I NEW LOW PRICES IN LINE WITH STERLING DEVALUATION I 
I----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------1 / j

MANUFACTURERS SPECIAL PRODUCTS PTY. LTD. /  ’  /
72 Clarence Street, SYDNEY. Phone 2 0233 / _ _ _  J




