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Reporton
gay Issues
released

The Anglican Church of
Australia has released a
wide-ranging report on ho-
mosexuality and the church
in the lead up to its General
Synod starting on July 21.

It is expected that hu-
man sexuality will be a ma-
jor area of debate at the
General Synod.

Faithfulness in Fellow-
ship: reflections on homo-
sexuality and the church is
a compilation of papers
from the Doctrine Panel of
the Anglican Church of
Australia.

In the report’s preface
the Doctrine Panel makes
clear it advocates no imme-
diate change in the church’s
policy. “We do not, there-
fore, wish to advocate any
changes to this church’s tra-
ditional disciplines; instead
we offer these essays as
study material, with the rec-
ommendation that the Gen-
eral Synod in Brisbane in
July 2001 should commend
them as a basis for more
widespread study in the
church at large.”

continued page 5

Gilbulla conference
centre to be sold

Happy days: Gilbulla’s centenary party last year.

Standing Committee of Syd-
ney Diocese has resolved
to sell the historic Gilbulla
Conference Centre at Men-
angle and replace it with a
modem conference facility
designed for adults.
Standing Committee
reached the decision at its
April meeting after receiv-
ing a report on the present
situation of the property
and the requirement to ur-
gently upgrade the facilities.
“There is a need for
both statutory improve-
ments and economic up-
grades,” said Rodney
Dredge, Chief Operating
Officer ofthe Sydney Dioc-
esan Secretariat. “The statu-
tory improvements include
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government required up-
grading to fire protection
and kitchen facilities. Eco-
nomic analysis also showed
that Gilbulla needed sub-
stantial expansions in bed
numbers and occupation
rates before it would be a
genuinely viable facility.
That expansion could only
be funded by a major injec-
tion of funds from Synod.
Even after expansion,
Gilbulla would remain prob-
lematic because of its land-
locked nature.”

A target of spring 2001
has been set for the sale.
Standing Committee said
that ‘every effort will be
made to encourage the staff
through this difficult time’.

Ministry...11

Australian...5
Election...18

Breaking new ground for ministry tmining

The Rev Dr Rod Irvine and senior staff worker Karen Dixon examine Figtree Anglican’s development plan.

BY

G eoff Robson

Around 21 years after
breaking ground on its
current facility, Figtree
Anglican Church has given
the go-ahead to a $4.25m
development that will give
the church one of the most
versatile facilities in
Sydney Diocese, including
a ministry training college.
With plans drawn up
and fundraising efforts well
progressed, the process is
now at tender and building
work should begin later this
year. The first stages of the
development will be ready
for use around one year
after ground is broken.
The Rev Dr Rod Irvine,
rector of Figtree Anglican,
says that the church’s
growth in recent years has
created the need for the
major re-development.
“We’re simply getting to
the stage where our lack of
facilities is throttling our
ability to reach out to
people,” Dr Irvine said.
The centrepiece of the
new development will be a
new 900-seat auditorium.
Also included will be
several new offices,
meeting rooms, a large
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foyer and further car
parking facilities, along with
the conversion of the old
Rectory into a new
Children’s Ministry Centre.

The process has not
happened overnight. Reg-
uiring 66 per cent approval
to go ahead, the initial
proposal put to the church
received only 62 per cent
approval. But rather than
seeing this vote as a
setback. Dr Irvine says the
result was a boost for the
parish’s ministry.

“People were effec-
tively saying to us, ‘don’t
talk about buildings, get on
and build the ministry’,” he
said. “After a number of
years, | think people felt
that we had fulfilled their
desires to build the
ministry.”

When the proposal was
again brought before the
church vestry meeting
some four years ago, the
result was a 91 per cent
approval for the plans to be
developed, followed by 95
per cent approval of the
finished plans.

Financial support from
the parish has been equally
strong, with around $2.5m
in money and assets being
given. Dr Irvine says such
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generosity has been a
highlight of his time at
Figtree. “It was done with
joy and happiness and
grace,” Dr Irvine said. “The
Bible says it’s more blessed
to give than to receive, and
Figtree people have
demonstrated that.

“We are absolutely
committed that this
building is just a platform
for the ministry. We’re
certainly not trying to take
our eyes offthe fact that all
the building is doing is
facilitating us to get the
gospel out to more people.”

Part of that gospel
ministry is the Figtree
College of Ministry,
launched earlier this year.

The College will offera
diploma of theology, while
also allowing students to
undertake single classes.
Subjects on offer will cover
theology, church history
and personal life for those
in ministry.

With around 30 people
having so far attended the
College, the Rev Bruce
Clarke, assistant minister at
Figtree, hopes FCOM will
grow to become a centre of
regional learning for the
entire Wollongong region,
filling a void that is felt by

p20-21

people who cannot access
Sydney-based learning
opportunities.

Mr Clarke said FCOM is
aiming to offer quality
training to lay people
involved in ministry. “As
you increase, if you’re
serious about developing
people you have to have
some systematic approach
to training them. You need
to work out a way that most
people can actually access
it.”

There are plans to
develop the College as a
ministry training centre
through seminars arid
training modules on music
ministry, children’s ministry
and evangelism. It is also
hoped that the College may
eventually be able to start
its own conferences or
Bible conventions to
provide deeper biblical
teaching to the people of
the Illawarra.
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Mortdale finds factory for faith

ANalcolm Street

Whilst their new church
complex is being con-
structed, the people of
Christ Church, Mortdale
needed to find an alterna-
tive venue for 12 months. A
factory in a nearby indus-
trial estate proved to be an
ideal solution, and they
moved in last month.

Ten years ago, an offer
was made by a nearby re-
tirement home to purchase
the Holy Trinity, Peakhurst,
property.

After a number of years
of deliberation. Holy Trin-
ity joined with neighbour-
ing St Peter’s, Mortdale and
formed the combined parish
of Christ Church,
Peakhurst/Mortdale.

The Peakhurst property
was sold and the proceeds
from this sale are now go-
ing to be used to demolish
the existing Mortdale build-
ings and build an entirely
new complex.

Churchwardens Bev
Kelly, Tony Dobson and Ri-
chard Graves employed a
team of architects to draw
up plans. When construc-
tion dates were provision-
ally made, a committee was
formed to investigate alter-
native accommodation for
the construction period.
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You want the communion rail where?: Mortdale moves their church into a factory.

The choice of a factory
meant the parish would
have exclusive use of the
premises, would not have to
find alternative premises for
separate storage, and the
cost was within budget.

Once the appropriate
factory had been located, a
Development Application
was made to the local coun-
cil, to use the factory for
worship purposes. As part
of this, a church member
walked around the industrial
estate and talked to all the
other tenants about any
particular problems they
might have had with the

church’s use of the factory,
in particular car parking.
Many were actually glad of
the church’s presence on
what would normally be a
quiet Sunday. The parish is
planning a Friday afternoon
barbecue to say hello to
these new neighbours.

All kinds oftalents were
called upon - carpentry,
electrical, catering abilities
and prayer - to ensure the
move into the factory went
well. About the only talent
the parish did not have was
carpet laying! Some parish
members generously do-
nated money to carpet the

* Phone (02)9906 1252« Fax (02) 9906 6617 Craimrart Canon Devid Hanetson e Directar: MieWoocH
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bare concrete floor and pro-
fessionals were used to
complete the job.

“The many challenges
and changes involved pro-
voked a range of generous
donations and a level of
personal involvement and
commitment to the task that
ensured a great result,” said
the Rev David Wallace, rec-
tor of StPeter’s. “l am really
pleased and thankful to
God, notjust for the end re-
sult but especially for the
way brothers and sisters in
Christ worked together in a
united and cooperative
way.”
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Resource Exhibition at Homebush

Christian Resources Exhibition (CRE) - held for the past
16 years in the UK - is coming to Australia this Octo-
ber. The Exhibition brings together evangelism tools,
books, children’s ministry programs, Bible study aids,
music and sound equipment. It will be held at the Syd-
ney Showgrounds, Homebush from October 11-13.

First deaf Bible College opens

The first deafBible College in Australia has commenced
in Wollongong, with the Holy Hands Deaf Bible Col-
lége opening its doors in late April.

Matthias’ Briefing transformed

After 13 years, Matthias Media has relaunched The
Briefing as a colour, monthly magazine. It will include
20 short Bible readings with background notes to stimu-
late Christians to daily reflection on God’s word and
regular features on current issues facing Christians.

Defencebishop appointed

The youngest bishop in the
Anglican Church for 40
years has been appointed
by the Primate, Archbishop
Camley, to take charge of
the nation’s Defence Force
chaplaincy.

The Rev Dr Tom Frame,
38, is currently rector of
Bungendore near Canberra.
Ordained only seven years
ago. Dr Frame spent 14
years in the navy.

Officially an assistant
bishop to the Primate, Dr
Frame will assume the role
three days per week. He will
devote more time as extra
funds become available.

As Bishop to the De-

fence Forces, he will have
responsibility for 90 Angli-
can chaplains around Aus-
tralia. He will be consecrated
at the Royal Military Col-
lege, Duntroon on June 28,
taking over the role from the
Rt Rev Brian King, Bishop
of Western Sydney.
Bishop King said the
Australian Defence Force
had been seeking a full-time
Bishop for over 20 years,
with a greater number of
clergy involved in this min-
istry than most dioceses. “It
shows the intent of the An-
glican Church inits increas-
ing recognition of this vital
ministry,” he said.

On the street, alone. No education, no money, and seemingly, no

alternative. Sadly prostitution is forced on many young African girls such

as Helena. As Jesus said: “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the

sick.... For i have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” (Matt. 9:12)
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New centre
for Hills

Katie Hooton, Fiona
Morris and Murray Aiien
in the unfinished centre.

After nearly 3 years of
prayer, planning and fund
raising, a new $1.3 million
Christian Education Centre
at St Paul’s, Castle Hill, is
nearing completion.

The centre, which incor-
porates a new main audito-
rium, will play a major part
In meeting the needs of the
church’s growing minis-
tries, as well as providing a
new centre for Christian
education for the Hills area.

“When St Paul’s moved
to its current site in 1984,
the building development
undertaken at the time was
the bare minimum needed
to support the ministry at
Castle Hill,” the Rev Hugh
Cox said. “As children’s,
youth, young adult, adult
and family ministries have
grown, the present facilities
have been stretched to the
limit.”

In addition to a new
main auditorium which will
seat up to 400 people, there
will be eight smaller meet-
ing rooms - five of which
can be opened up to in-
crease the capacity of the
main auditorium.

Youngwomen seek God’s purpose

SYDNEYNneWS

n”cans looktowoikwidi Pell

Bishop Paul Barnett, admin-
istrator of Sydney Diocese,
has rejected a claim by The
Sun Herald that he risked
an ‘unholy row’ with the Ro-
man Catholic Church over
his decision not to attend
the installation of Sydney’s
new Roman Catholic Arch-
bishop, Dr George Pell.

Bishop Barnett con-
gratulated Dr Pell on his
appointment, and ex-
pressed the Diocese’s de-
sire to continue working
closely with the Roman
Catholic church on matters
ofjoint concern.

“It is true that some
matters of theological im-
portance are as yet unre-
solved between our church-
es,” Bishop Barnett said.
“One of those differences
Is the Mass and it was for
reasons of conscience that
1did not feel free to attend.”

“But thankfully our
churches have well and
truly left behind the sectar-
lan difficulties of the past.
While we may differ on
some issues, we do so with
courtesy and respect while
working co-operatively, as
we do with other churches.”

For his part. Dr Pell said
he is committed to working
closely with the new Angli-
can Archbishop of Sydney.

Dr Pell was installed as
the eighth Roman Catholic
Archbishop of Sydney last
month. In an exclusive in-
terview with Southern
Cross, he described
ecumenism as ‘a significant
priority’ for his time in Syd-

Bishop Paui Barnett meeting with Archbishop George Peiiin St Andrew’s House iast month.

ney, saying he had worked
closely with Anglicans dur-
ing his time as Archbishop
of Melbourne.

“l think the leadership
should meet together, and
especially we should look
at ways in which we can
cooperate,” he said. “I
don’t know how feasible
that’s going to be, but we
should be keen to look at
that.

“I’mhappytotry to work
effectively with any group
of Christians. | don’t think
the way forward is a major
liberalisation or a watering
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down of the gospel mes-
sage. That’s a betrayal of
our tradition, and there’s
nowhere in the world where
It’s gaining extraadherents.”
Archbishop Pell also af-
firmed last year’s Dominus
lesus statement from the
Vatican, which described
the Roman Catholic Church
as the ‘single Church of
Christ’ and said that other
churches ‘are not churches
in the proper sense’.
“These are big and con-
tentious issues. They need
to be talked through and
discussed with sensitivity.

“The first part of the
document, we would imag-
ine, would be enthusiasti-
cally welcomed by the An-
glican Diocese of Sydney
because it spoke of the
unique role of Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Saviour, the
only Son of God,” he said.

With Sydney Diocese
preparing to elect its new
Archbishop, Dr Pell had
some advice for the incom-
ing leader. He listed an abil-
ity to explain the church’s
message to the world and
to ‘encourage unity within
his own community’ as es-

sential qualities for a mod-
em church leader. “And a
church leader today prob-
ably needs a dose of cour-
age, so that he will persist
when people get a little bit
fussed about hearing the
basic Christian perspec-
tive,” he added.
Reflecting on the secu-
lar media’s reporting of his
arrival in Sydney, Dr Pell
said, “When they highlight
and give a disproportionate
emphasis to homosexual
activity, there’s a downside
because that’s not the first
thing that we’re on about.”

Over 500 young women from
aroimd Sydney were challenged
to have a deeper understanding
of suffering and God’s purposes
at last month’s Young Evangeli-
cal Women’s Conference
(YEWC) at Christ Church, St Ives.
“It’s probably the only con-
ference designed with this age
group - 20 to 35 year olds - in
mind,” said organiser Di Warren.
“We’ve all dmnk the same ‘air’,
growing up in the second half of
the 20th century, so it’s helpfiil
to consider what might be our
particular temptations and chal-
lenges as Christian women.”
Afternoon electives covered
topical issues for women today.
Kate Ameman from St Mat-

Your giving to the
Harry Goodhew
Library

at theYouthworks Childrens and Youth

thew’s, West Pymble, said the
talks were “like a call to action to
get past the surface level of
friendships and get serious about
sharing my faith with the people
around me who are not yet rec-
onciled to God.”

The YEWC began in 1999
when a group of women joined
forces to hold a combined
churches teaching and training
day. The first conference was
held at Moore College and was
attended by 140 women.

With increasing numbers,
plans are in place to split the fast-
growing conference into two
meetings from next year.
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Emulating the Baptist’s
courageous witness

paul

barnett

ADMINISTRATORWTrIiteS

esus declared that John the
Baptist was a great man. New
Testament writers refer to him

priesthood and the animal sacri-
fices were now superseded and
displaced by the one true sacri-

more than ninety times. Manyfice for sininthe death ofthe lamb

have noted with appreciation his
courage in bearing witness to Je-
sus to those religious authorities
who interrogated him.

Courage, with humility, was
his hallmark. Great prophet
though he was he said that he
was unworthy to unloose the
sandals of the Messiah whose
way he prepared.

John’s courage in admonish-
ing Herod ruler of Galilee for his
adultery cost him his freedom and
ultimately his life.

Not so often noticed is that
this prophet was also a priest. It
will be remembered that his father
Zechariah was a priest and that
priesthood in the Temple was
hereditary. How striking, there-
fore, that a priest should declare
the Messiah to be ‘the lamb of
God who takes away the sin of
the world’.

Priests like John sacrificed
animals in the temple for sins. In
witnessing to Jesus that he was
the sacrifical lamb John was say-
ing, in effect, that the Temple, the

ofGod.

Ofcourse, John’switness was
powerfully effective in the
outworking ofthe theology ofthe
New Testament writers.

Paul speaks of Christ as our
passover that was sacrificed.
Peter writes that we have been
redeemed from futility by the pre-
cious blood of an unblemished
lamb. In Revelation John declares
the Messiah to be the lamb as
though slain who has purchased
us for God’s own possession.

In short, we should thank
God for this great man John,
prophet but also priest - for his
unflinching courage, his deep
humility and profound God-given
insight into the identity and mis-
sion ofthe Son of God who is the
lamb of God who has taken away
from God’s sight the horrible re-
ality of our rebellion against him.

We should emulate his cour-
age and humility but also heed
his witness that Jesus is both Son
ofGod and lamb of Godwho died
for us.

THE ARCHBISHOP OF SYDNEY'S
OVERSEAS RELIEF AND AID FUND

NICEF, with its mandate to help the world’s children,

has released a report which states that, “For both boys

and girls, early marriage has profound physical, intel-
lectual, psychological and emotional impacts, cutting off edu-
cational opportunity and chances of personal growth.”

Physically, girls are most at risk, given the consequences
of premature pregnancies and childbearing.

This was brought home to me most starkly recently when
| visited Ethiopia. | was sitting in a room filled with teenage
girls, swathed in their patchwork woolen blankets and flannel-
ette nightgowns. They were paying keen attention to their
literacy and Bible teachers. | daydreamed of my own beautiful
teenage daughters in far away Sydney, their lives so problem-
free in comparison. Suddenly, | noticed that my shoe was get-
ting wet as urine splashed upon it. | looked around and saw
little splashes happening throughout the room, here and there. Of course, these girls were here in Addis
Ababa at the Fistula Hospital because of the consequences of early marriage. Their long obstructed
labours resulting in a still bom, first bom child, had caused fistula damage. They now leaked urine and
sometimes stool, and had come to get help.

Most of the girls are successfully repaired and resume a normal life but some live with the eternal
consequences of their early marriages. They must wear bags for urine and sometimes faeces, and stay
close to medical supervision. They must work hard to rehabilitate paralysed legs, the peroneal nerve
having been damaged by their long labours. ORAF is funding housing for such young women, to
provide them with a safe place to live out their years, close to medical help. The Ethiopian government
has provided a beautiful site, not far from the capital.

God’s mercy in the lives of these young abandoned women is tangible through such an initiative. |
thanked God for people’s generosity back in Sydney and Christ’s concern for these suffering girls
shown through Dr Catherine Hamlin and her staff in Addis.

Wide-spread demand fornew accounts software

Martin Thearle (centre) from the Sydney Diocesan Secreatriat with the Benkorp team thatjointly
developed the GST and BAS friendly parish accounting computer package.

Following the release last month
ofthe new Sydney Anglican Par-
ish Accounting System (SAPAS),
interest for places in this month’s
initial training courses has come
from across the Diocese.
Although the package was
designed specifically for use in
Sydney Diocese, enquires have
also come from other states.
“We would love to be able to
offer this package to churches
outside the Diocese, but further
developments will be needed to
make the package appropriate for
their needs,” said Martin Thearle,
deputy general manager of the
Sydney Diocesan Secretariat.
SAPAS is designed to work
within the popular MYOB ac-
counting software, allowing
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standardised accounts reporting
to the Sydney Diocesan Secre-
tariat and the ATO. It has been
jointly developed by the Sydney
Diocese Secretariat and Benkorp
Management Services who will
provide a full range of support
services to parishes, including
training.

“The training is specifically
tailored for Sydney Anglican
churches,” said Martin Thearle.
“A parish does not have to wait
till the December year-end to get
started with SAPAS. Start-up can
be any time. In fact, it may be ben-
eficial to start as soon as possi-
ble, because the year-end report-
ing will come directly from your
SAPAS system without having to
‘rework’ the details.”

“If your parish is already us-
ing MYOB the changeover is
particularly painless. Benkorp can
assist you by converting your ex-
isting parish datafile, including
chart of accounts and transac-
tions, to the new SAPAS format.
You can send your datafile to
Benkorp for conversion or they
will visit your parish treasurer.”

Benkorp’s team includes two
certified MYOB consultants plus
accountants and bookkeepers.
Many of Benkorp’s staff have
been church treasurers and there-
fore understand parish needs.

Enquiries: contact Martin Thearle
9265 1682 and visit wwwsydney.
anglican.asn.au to link to the SAPAS

site at www.benkorp.com/sapas.html

Modem Anglicanism ‘adrift’and
facing ‘catastrophic destmction’

Moore College lecturer, the Rev
Dr Mark Thompson has told a
joint Roman Catholic and Angli-
can audience that the bulk of
modem Anglicanism is facing
disintegration.

“To the degree that much
modem Anglicanism has seen fit
to revise or even reject the teach-
ing of the Atrticles, the Book of
Common Prayer, and the Homi-
lies, or at least the plain and lit-
eral meaning of these confes-
sional documents most particu-
larly on the issue of the origin,
nature and use of Holy Scripture
to that extent the bulk of modem
Anglicanism is adrift from its
moorings and in danger of cata-
strophic destmction or disinte-
gration,” Dr Thompson said.

Dr Thompson was delivering
the second of four lectures enti-
tled Flow Anglicans read and
intepret the Bible at this year’s
Halifax-Portal lecture series, spon-
sored by NSW’s Roman Catholic
and Anglican bishops.

Dr Thompson acknowledged
that, “‘Anglicanism world-wide is
so diverse that it is effectively im-
possible to speak of the Angli-
can anything, and that is espe-
cially the case when the subject
is a theological issue or a point
of church practice.’

However Dr Thompson ar-
gued that if ‘anything has a claim
to be considered genuinely An-

glican, it is that theology which
is expressed in the Thirty-nine Ar-
ticles of Religion, the Book of
Common Prayer, and the Books
ofHomilies’, that were written by
the early Anglican reformers
such as Archbishop Cranmer in
the 16th century.

“The Articles, the Book of
Common Prayer, and the Homily
on Holy Scripture share a com-
mon perspective. The Bible is the
word of God written and is to be
cherished as a kind gift of our
gracious God. Implicit in this con-
viction is the confidence that any
faithful Christian may understand
its meaning, even if some parts
may require more effort than oth-
ers,” Dr Thompson said.

In the other lectures, Fr John
McSweeney spoke on how Ro-
man Catholics read the Bible, Sr
Marie Farrell RSM spoke on Ro-
man Catholic devotional life, and
the Rev Dr Ivan Head, warden of
St Paul’s College, Sydney Univer-
sity looked at the Anglican view
of prayer, especially that found
in reformation martyr Bishop
Nicholas Ridley’s Homily 14.

“It contains the clearest ex-
pression ofthe ‘anti-image’ drive
that decisively shaped the Eng-
lish reformers reconstruction of
church life around a total empha-
sis on the purity and pre-emi-
nence ofthe Bible and the Word,”
Dr Head said.
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Anglicans release reporton
homosexuality and the Church

continued from page 1

The report notes the points
of agreement among members of
the panel. Among other things,
members ofthe panel, ‘affirm un-
equivocally that promiscuity is
contrary to the Christian ideal of
committed, monogamous rela-
tionships that reflect the faithful-
ness of God,” and that ‘the irra-
tional fear of homosexuality and
homosexual persons and the per-
secution which has so often
stemmed from that fear are not
faithful expressions of Christian
witness and are, in fact, an affront
to the example of love which
Christ set for us’.

However, panel members
were unable to come to a com-
mon mind with regard to the
blessing of same-sex unions or
whether ‘a gay or lesbian person
who is engaged in a committed
relationship with a person of the
same sex displays the appropri-
ate character of life for entry into
Holy Orders’.

“It will be obvious by now
that the single greatest point of
divergence of opinion in address-
ing these questions is the use
and interpretation of Scripture,”
the report said.

“In the absence of any kind
of consensus in the Church, how-
ever, we do not feel it is appropri-
ate to make a recommendation for
the life ofthe Church at this time,”
the report concludes.

“Because we take seriously
the communion we share as peo-
ple of faith called together in the
name of Jesus Christ, we do not
take lightly any issue that threat-
ens to unsettle our fellowship.
We believe the Church must com-
mit to further study of the many,
varied and complex issues raised
by this publication.”

On its release, Archbishop
Peter Camley, Primate of the An-
glican Church, said the book,
‘should provoke people to a seri-
ous discussion of the issue’.

Archbishop Camley’s contri-
bution is a chapter on same-gen-
der friendships. He calls on all ‘to
come to a deeper appreciation of
the rich spiritual value of genu-
ine friendship and of its impor-
tance to being authentically hu-
man.”

Two evangelical theologians
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designed especially for
small group ministry.

A fully equipped facility
accommodating up to 12,
Clifton is ideal for
weekend or midweek staff
planning, Bible study
retreats and Christian
leadership development.

For information ring
(02) 8268 3366
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from the Diocese of Sydney have
also contributed papers.

The Rev Dr Peter Jensen, prin-
cipal of Moore Theological Col-
lege, argues strongly ‘against
ordaining homosexually active
persons’.

“Given the authoritative sta-
tus of scripture and the standards
of behaviour expected of those
in ministry, active homosexuality
cannot be consistent with ordi-
nation,” he said.

The Rev Dr Glenn Davies, rec-
tor of St Luke’s, Miranda, and
Canon Theologian of the Dio-
cese of Ballarat, wrote the chap-
ter on homosexuality in the New
Testament.

“Homosexual activity is just
one of a number of sins which
are inconsistent and incompat-
ible with the Christian life. The
New Testament accordingly,
does not countenance the perse-
cution of homosexuals that arises
from a homophobia which does
not recognise the validity and
integrity of homosexuals as men
and women made in the image of
God,” he said.

However in another chapter,
the Rev Dr Graeme Garrett from
St Mark’s National Theological
Centre in Canberra, questions if
‘gay or lesbian orientation, ifonce
expressed in action, [is] of itself
conclusive evidence, despite all
other indicators, of the absence
ofthe Spirit in the life in question

. Oor authentic vocation?”

“But if, in the end, some of
these texts do uncompromisingly
condemn any and every same-sex
orientation and same-sex intimate
relationship, it still remains to be
demonstrated that this, by itself,
is strong enough to stand
against the case developed on
the grounds of contemporary sci-
ence, experience and a broad
Trinitarian theology,” Dr Garrett
said.

All chapters in the book are
papers written by members of the
Doctrine Panel, with an additional
contribution from the Rev Sean
Mullen, chaplain to the Primate,
Archbishop Camley, who writes
on ‘Science and the meaning of
homosexuality”’.

Published by John Garratt Publish-
ing, the book can be purchased from
the General Synod Office in St An-
drews House, Sydney for $34.95.

LEADING THE CHURCH

AFTER
CHRISTENDOM

Dr Alan Roxburgh

Tuesday August 7
Powerhouse Museum Auditorium
500 Harris St, Ultimo
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Church census helps mission

Churchgoers across Australia
took time out last month to re-
flect on the life, mission and lead-
ership of their churches, through
the National Church Life Survey
(NCLS).

Held every five years, the
church ‘census’ is a massive
project, with 18 denominations -
encompassing around 10,000
congregations and some 850,000
people - taking part.

For the first time, this year’s
survey includes churches in New
Zealand, the US and the UK.

While the survey offers a
glimpse into the attitudes of
Christians at the start of the new
millennium. Dr Ruth Powell,
NCLS researcher and author, said
the project’s main aim is to help
churches be more effective in
mission.

“While we will be able to pro-
vide ‘snapshots’ to every congre-
gation, we hope to serve and
equip congregations in an ongo-
ing way,” Dr Powell said.

“The team is working hard to
develop tools to help people re-
flect on the vitality of their con-
gregations, to discern priorities
and to plan effectively.”

NCLS research will gather in-
formation on key areas of church
life such as inviting newcomers
to church, empowering lay lead-
ers, building Christian commu-
nity, discovering a vision for mis-
sion, looking after children and
encouraging growth in faith.

“We will be offering a range
of resources from which people
can choose and customise to their
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Governor-General, Sir William Deane, reads the survey.

needs,” said Dr Powell.
Analysis of the survey will be
available early next year.
The NCLS isa partnership be-

tween the Uniting Church Board
of Mission, Anglicare NSW and
the Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference.

Christiandrugprevention scheme receives boost

The Federal government’s high-
profile dmgs campaign has given
an unexpected boost to a Chris-
tian drug prevention scheme.
‘How to drug proofyour kids’ is
a program that teaches strategies
on prevention and early interven-
tion for parents with late primary
and early high-school children.

The program began two years
ago as an initiative by a Victorian
organisation called Focus on the
Family, Australia. This program
pre-empted the Federal Govern-
ment’s newly launched national
drug campaign also directed at
parents.

“Dr Alan Roxburgh is one

of the most creative thinkers
addressing the missionary
challenge facing the church
in the western world."”

Rev Dr Eddie Gibbs, Fuller
Theological Seminary.

For 1600 years
Christendom was the
norm. You were trained
to function in this world.
Now you are told that it
has ended.

How do you respond?

BOOKINGS: (02) 8268 3388
EMAIL: mfo@youthworks.asn.au

“We were taking hundreds of
letters from parents telling us of
their children’s drug problem and
the alarm and frustration this
caused them,” said Glenn
Williams from Focus on the Fam-
ily. “There seemed to be very lit-
tle help and support for parents
in this situation, so in response,
we created ‘How to drug proof
your kids’.”

Pastoral worker at St Paul’s,
Menai, Tim Hudson, is a trained
facilitator for ‘How to dmg proof
your kids’. “It’s a worthwhile
course and comprises of discus-
sion, the dissemination of accu-

rate information and also pro-
motes practical exercises to do
with your children,” Mr Hudson
said. “A key element in the course
is the importance of strengthen-
ing the relationship between par-
ents and their children which is
exactly what the Federal Govern-
ment is now embracing in its new
campaign.”

‘How to drug proofyour kids’
is based on Christian values and
is designed to be used by
churches as an outreach for their
community by addressing a live
issue for parents today.

To find out more call 1300 300 361.
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Women-onlyvillage for
sick and abandoned girls

A ‘women only’ village is being
built 25 kilometres outside Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia, as a safe haven
for 100 women who have incur-
able cases of fistula.

A ‘fistula’ is a condition
caused by prolonged labour, and
Is affecting thousands of young
women in Ethiopia and some
other parts of Afiica. It is particu-
larly common in cultures where
women are given in marriage be-
fore they reach a mature child
bearing age.

“Sometimes young girls may
spend over a week in labour be-
cause of a lack of access to ad-
equate medical services to assist
them through their labour, par-
ticularly in rural areas,” said Dr
Mulu Muleta, speaking at a re-
cent function for women in the
Diocese of Sydney.

“The result of the fistula con-
dition is that women constantly
leak urine and in most cases are
rejected by their husbands and
sometimes even their families,”
she said.

Dr Muleta performs fistula
operations at the hospital which
was founded by Dr Catherine and
Dr Reginald Hamlin after they left
Sydney in 1959.

Around 93 per cent of the
women who stay at The Fistula
Hospital are cured by an opera-
tion. Others have to undergo a
second and even third operation
before they are cured.

But there is a small percent-
age ofwomen who are incurable,
such as Ajabush, who is now
waiting for the village to be com-

At 14, Ajabush was left lying on a board in a small dark room,
leaking urine and stool. Otherthan hersiblings bringing food, she

had no human contact.

pleted before she becomes one
of its first residents.

Ajabush is now 25, but when
she was 14 she experience a long,
difficult labour, delivered a dead
baby and was left with a fistula.

She had severe nerve damage
and problems with both legs. For
nine years she was left lying on a
board in a small dark room, leak-
ing urine and stool. Other than
her siblings bringing her food.

Concerned About

RETIREMENT

INCOME?

If you are retired or approaching retirement join us for a one hour
investment seminar that will demonstrate how you can maximise your
retirement investments. The seminar covers vital issues relating
to taxation and social security rules.

Ideally suited to people who wish to take more control of their
investments, the seminars are held on the fourth Monday of each month
from 4-5pm and the fourth Wednesday of each month from 12-lpm.

For your booking call (@) 0264 2154

Glebe Asset Management Limited is a commercial subsidiary of the
Glebe Administration Board and has more than $1 billion under management
and advice, making it Australia’s largest ethical investment house.

We are a Christian organisation committed to ethical policies and procedures.
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she had no contact with people.

Although her rectal defect
was repaired, her bladder was not
and she has to wear a bag.

Lack of understanding in the
community means that women
such as Ajabush are extremely
vulnerable, so safety is one ofthe
main eoncems for the new village.

The Sydney Diocese’s Over-
seas Relief Aid Fund has already
given $50,000 to build a secure
fence around the perimeter of the
six-acre property.

The site, which was donated
by the Ethiopian Government, is
beautifully situated and will con-
tain ten houses each housing ten
women. ORAF is seekingto raise
a further $50,000 to put into the
development of these houses.

There will also be a commu-
nity meeting and training hall
where women will make craft
items to sell. They will also work
on agricultural plots within the
village grounds.

It is hoped that by building
community among the women
and through selling their craft
and agricultural products, they
will regain their dignity.

Dr Muleta says the real solu-
tion to the fistula condition is to
avoid early marriage. “It will take
generations to change. We con-
stantly see older sisters who have
been cured of fistulas bringing in
their younger sisters who have
the same problem. Families don’t
learn fi-omexperience.”

To support the Fistula Hospital Vil-
lage, contact 1800 653 7873.

C ofEprays for
‘betrayed’farms

The British government has been
accused ofbetraying farmers dur-
ing the foot and mouth epidemic
in a set of new Church of Eng-
land prayers. The prayers de-
scribe the burning of cattle as ‘a
great holocaust’. The Rev David
Ursell, rural convenor for Exeter
Diocese, said there was ‘a sense
ofanger and despair’ among farm-
ers.

Hamilton

International
team to address
Sunday-
Mondaydivide

A recent US survey by the Search
Institute in Minneapolis has
shown that churchgoers across
several denominations find little
connection between what hap-
pens in their worship and what
happens in their workplace.

The survey showed that
those who belonged to large
churches fared no better than
those in small ones, and that
those who were in strong Bible
teaching churches fared little bet-
ter than those in churches with
little biblical instmction.

Later this month, Macquarie
Christian Studies Institute is
sponsoring a range of events to
help Christians address some of
the hard issues they face at work.
Speakers at various events will
help people develop strategies
that are informed from a biblical
perspective.

Professor Paul Stevens
writes, “God is interested in the
people who do business: that
they should come to God through
Christ and find their full God-
given potential. But God is also
interested in what business does:
harnessing the earth’s potential
to enhance human life through
the provision of goods and serv-
ices as part of the great creation
mandate. Further, God is inter-
ested in how business is done.”

A former carpenter and busi-
nessman, Paul Stevens is a pro-
fessor oftheology at Regent Col-
lege. He co-edited The Complete
Book of Everyday Christianity
and his most recent book is The
Other Six Days: Vocation, Work
and Ministry in Biblical Per-
spective.

Prof Stevens will give the an-
nual MCSI lecture at Macquarie
University on Friday, July 6.

The panel of speakers in-
cludes other leading overseas
thinkers in marketplace theology,
such as David Murray from
Ridley Hall Foundation (Faith in
Business) in Cambridge, England
and Walter Wright, executive di-
rector of the De Free Leadership
Center in Pasadena, California.

Dr Wright will speak at the
mid-week 1.10pm service at St
Andrews Cathedral on July 4.

Funerals

The Australian Owned Alternative

Hamilton Funerals is personally owned and operated by
Adam and Michael Flanagan and Shaun Hamilton.
Together they provide care, sensitivity and a much more

affordable service at your time of need, or with pre-

arranged and pre-paid funerals.

Funerals Conducted in all Suburbs of Sydney
www.hamiltonfunerals.com.au

North Shore
9449 5544

Eastern Suburbs
9326 9707

Northern Beaches
9907 4888
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Call to increase overseas aid spending

SYDNEY - Some 85 percent of Australians support Australia’s
overseas aid program according to a nationwide survey that was
commissioned by AusAID, the government’s overseas aid agency,
and the Australian Council for Overseas Aid (ACFOA). Some 35
percent of Australians believe that the current spending on over-
seas aid is ‘not enough’. According to Ms Kim Vanden Hengel,
Program Manager for Archbishop’s Overseas Reliefand Aid Fund
(ORAF), the survey results are very positive and are being re-
leased at a critical time just a week ahead of the Federal budget.

Singing the praises of hymn books

SCOTLAND - A report from the Church of Scotland says using
overhead projectors to aid singing in church - rather than using
the traditional hymn book - is undermining the Protestant Refor-
mation. The study says the Reformers fought hard to furnish not
just the choir but the whole congregation with psalters, which was
‘indicative of the belief that all worshippers should have access to
materials which would nourish their spirits’. It says that a hymn
book is more than just a song book, but a collection of texts to aid
spiritual growth and personal devotion. However, the use of over-
head projectors instead of books results in ‘centralisation of power
in the hands of a few, namely those who choose h>mns and songs’.

Religious ieaders oppose Bush pian

WASHINGTON - 850 religious leaders, including many conserva-
tive Baptists, have written an open letter to US President George W
Bush, opposing the President’s plans to fund social work carried
out by fkith-based groups. The letter claimed that the faith-based
initiative would ‘entangle religion and government in an unprec-
edented and perilous way’. Opposition to the plan from a number
of religious conservatives has surprised the White House.

Bush critical of
Sudan’s ‘atrocities

As international concern over the
treatment of Christians in Sudan
increases, a report from the US
Commission on International
Religious Freedom has
condemned the African nation’s
human rights and religious
freedom record and called for
urgent international action to end
the country’s civil war.

The Commission, which aims
to promote religious freedom as
an important element in US
foreign policy, has named several
‘countries of particular concern’
and has issued calls for US
foreign policy to more accurately
reflect ‘the gravity of the
situation’ worldwide.

The report was also critical of
the People’s Republic of China,
saying that in the last year the
Chinese government had
expanded its crackdown on
unregistered religious comm-
unities and tightened its control
on officially recognised groups.
“Government control over the
official Protestant and Catholic
churches has increased,” the
report said. “[The government]
continues to interfere in the
training and selection ofreligious
leaders and clergy [and]... cases
oftorture by government officials
reportedly are on the rise.”

Other countries identified by
the report as having violated the
principles of religious freedom
include Indonesia, India, Nigeria,
Vietnam, Afghanistan, North
Korea, Iran and Irag.

But the Commission’s
harshest criticism was reserved
for Sudan, where it says the
situation has worsened in recent
years. “The government of Sudan
continues to commit egregious
human rights abuses - including
widespread bombing of civilian
and humanitarian targets,
abduction and enslavement by
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government-sponsored militias,
manipulation of humanitarian
assistance as a weapon of war,
and severe restrictions on
religious freedom,” the report
stated.

While acknowledging that the
Clinton administration had made
some progress in addressing the
situation in Sudan, the report
emphasises the need for US
foreign policy to urgently address
the climate of religious
persecution in the war-torn
African country. Calling for a
‘comprehensive,  sustained
campaign ... commensurate with
the Sudanese government’s
abuses’, the Commission has
recommended that President
George W Bush appoint ‘a
nationally prominent individual’
whose sole responsibility would
be to end the war in Sudan and
the government’s consistent
abuses of religious freedom.

Speaking last month on
religious freedom, President
Bush called Sudan ‘a disaster area
for human rights’. “We must turn
the eyes of the world upon the
atrocities in Sudan,” he added.

The President added that aid
agencies report, “that food
assistance is sometimes dist-
ributed only to those willing to
undergo conversion to Islam.”

It is estimated that some 2
million Sudanese have been killed
and another 4 million have lost
their homes in the country’s civil
war, which has been ongoing
since 1955 with a brief cease-fire
during the 1970s.

Faith in Action says, “the
military of northern Sudan
(Khartoum) has been persecuting
the Christians of souAem Sudan
by destroying churches, burning
their crops, killing their people,
burning the Bible and waging a
war of terror against them.”

Rwandan bishop
(diarged with genodde

NAIROBI - Rwandan Bishop,
Samuel Musabyimana, has been
arrested and charged with geno-
cide and conspiracy to commit
crimes against humanity by a UN
tribunal being held in Tanzania.

The bishop was arrested in
South Africa last year after arriv-
ing there on a false passport, but
a bureaucratic error led to his de-
portation to Kenya.

Samuel Musabyimana was
Anglican Bishop of Shyogwe, in
Rwanda, during the 1994 geno-
cide inwhich 750,000 people were
killed. The Bishop is alleged to

have paid the Hutu militia that
carried out the killings and to
have publicly stated prior to the
genocide that ‘the situation for
the Tutsi was veiy bad and that
their end had arrived’. He has
pleaded not guilty to the charges.

The Archbishop of Canter-
bury has been criticised for not
holding an inquiry into Bishop
Musabyimana. While in exile in
Kenya, the bishop continued his
ministry for sevenyears, celebrat-
ing Holy Communion at Nairobi’s
Anglican Cathedral and running
a church charity for refiigees.

WwORLDnNnews

Timeoverfor
Irish marchers

A speaker at last month’s Gen-
eral S)mod for the Irish Anglican
Church said that, as far as the con-
troversial Orange Order march at
Dmmcree was concerned, “the
time for words is over. They have
not succeeded. It is time for ac-
tion.” The integrity ofthe church
was at stake, he said.

Archdeacon Gregor McCam-
ley said the Synod had used reso-
lutions to salve its conscience.
“Resolutions are only words, not
action,” he said.

The 1999 Sectarianism Re-
port, said the church was being
seriously damaged by the issue.

OPPRESSION

“‘He will deliver the needy who cry out,
the afflicted who have no one to help.

He will takepity on the weak and needy,
he will rescue themfrom oppression. ”’

Psalm 72:12-14
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(Hit, this ‘tran”Ic”™lis quite misleaping. Itis word ‘marry’
sfimp!>*doesnotour inwhat Paufwrote te Greek,
Uioreover, theresiofthe verse telld us thatPaul is quoting

a commentinordério disagree with it. This isto be seen in
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conceming'the matters aboutwhich you wrote; “It is well for _
a man hot to touch a woman.*” N

What was

itwould

sexual relations intheir marriage, Paul’'slesponi”™ (ver”s
2-5) isto assert God’s purpose that each mart should have
his own wife and each woman her own husbao”™ahdthat
:each person isto be a sexual partner to theirspouse. j

- Itwould be sad ifyour readers were to be leftwith the -
erroneous impression that Paul was saying people would -
be better not to marry”™%wii®

Petersham, NSW

John Bunyan responds to antonemeht critics

Mr Windsor and Mr Small {SC, May) are rhlsSken. First,
since 1865 only a general assent to the Articles has been ,
required ofthe clergy. The Articles cannotstand above -
Scripture and Article Two’s statement that our Lord died *to"
reconcile his Father to us’ differs from St Paul’s that *God;"~J'
was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, (2 Cor5.19).- ;
Many have come to Christthrough the preaching ofa- *
penal substitution, among them Evangelical bishop, David
Sheppard. Yet Bishop Sheppard says he can no longer - "
believe in that concept nor in the kind of God Itimplies.. ¥
We do nothave here a Church ‘doctrine* but one of the &
various ways inwhich Christians have tried to understand
something ofthe mystery of our salvation and the Atone-
ment. Bishop Barnett Iswrong In suggesting Archbishop
Carnley does not believe In the Atonement Itself. What he ~
and |- rejectis this particular theory. - n
Those who have written. | respectfully suggest, mighf
read more widely on this subject and | recommend, for
example, the Bampton Lectures by Hastings Rashdall,
published as The Idea ofthe Atonement, with their analysis 5
of the biblical, patristic, and reformation writings. N

Rev John Bunyan
" ~J " Campbelltown, NSW

SYDNEYdiary”

Tues, June 9,10.30am-4.30pm: Macquarie University-
Society for the Study of Early Christianity, full day session,
Continuing Education program, “The World of Byzantium™.
Cost: $85. Apply: Anne Irish 9850-8833.

Sun, June 17: ‘Beautiful Feet’ Sunday - Churches praying for
CMS. Prayer points available. Contact: 9284-6734.

Tues, June 26,7.30pm: Macquarie University - Society for
the Study of Early Christianity. Judaism Series, Rabbi Kamins
“Messianism in Judaism”. Cost $7/$5. Enquiries: 9850-7512.

CIERGYmMOVeS

The Rev Peter Hayward from Spokane, Washington USA to
rector, Beverly Hills in September 2001.

The Rev Matthew Pickering from rector, Austinmer to chaplain,
Shore School 31.7.01.

The Rev Brian Seers, rector, Holy Trinity, Millers Point retiring
31.7.01 - acting rector till December 2001.
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Christian belief
versus evolution

While | agree with Don McEvoy
(SC, May), about the historicity
ofAdam and Eve, | find the words
‘reject the story of Adam and
Eve...” a little misleading. John
Polkinghome, a former Cam-
bridge professor of mathematical
physics, is an Anglican priest
who writes about his faith and
demonstrates beyond any doubt
that a scientist who does not take
a literal approach to some of the
writings in Scripture, can speak
of the grace of God in his life
through the life, death and resur-
rection of Jesus.

The chapters inhis book, “Sci-
ence and Christian belieP (SPCK
1994) take each section of the
Nicene Creed and examine it in
the light of his scientific under-
standing. In his chapter We be-
lieve, he says, “The fall is not to
be understood as a single disas-
trous ancestral act from which all
our troubles flow. Yet in the
course of human evolution there
must have been aperiod of dawn-
ing consiousness of the self, ac-
companied by dawning con-
sciousness of God, in which the
former was asserted against the
claims of the latter.... In this way
one can understand today what
iIs meant by the traditional theo-
logical concept of an entail of
human sinfulness from which we
need deliverance by God’s
grace.” He refers to the powerful
tmths of Genesis 1-3, without dis-
missing or rejecting them, but, like
Don McEvoy, not accepting the
stories literally.

Rev Sue Emeleus,
Concord, NSW

Don McEvoy calls on theo-
logians to nail their colours to
the mast and reveal the exist-
ence of Adam and Eve. No man
can give tangible proof of any
event that belongs to God’s
realm ofwisdom.

The Old Testament is the
word of God as revealed through
His prophets and anointed mess-
engers. The New Testament rev-
eals God’s Covenant for these
end times through Jesus. To
reject the word of the Old Test-
ament Bible is to also reject the
existence of Jesus.

Jesus quoted from the Old
Testament on many occasions,
which is more than enough
proof of its verity to the faithful.

Comprehending the existence
of Adam and Eve is ‘small potat-
0es’ in comparison to our min-
uscule understanding of the
awesome power and creative
mysteries of Almighty God.

Terry Renehan
Fairfield, NSW

It both amuses and frightens me
that the debate on the ordination
ofwomen relies on the myths and
fantasies of Genesis. | wonder
how long it will be before the
church grows out of its pre-sci-
entific infatuation with these sto-
ries and develops a theology that
is based on something we know.
That is, evolution. Clearly the
evidence points to evolution as
the driving force ofall life, there-
fore our theology, ethics and un-
derstanding of God must come
into line with this. The way has
been well paved by Teilhard de

Troubled by Archbishop

It is troubling that in the forth-
coming election all the candidates
are already serving inthe Diocese
of Sydney. This is unusual: 20 of
the 23 Australian diocesan bish-
ops were elected from ‘outside’,
they were not then serving in the
diocese (the exceptions are
Gippsland, Willochra, and Syd-
ney).

What has happened here?
Was no loyal son of Sydney will-
ing to return? No Evangelical
leader prepared to consider a call
to minister here as Archbishop?
Is the Synod so confident of its

own self-sufficiency that no-one
from outside has any realistic
prospect of election? These are
serious questions about how the
diocese sees itself, and maybe
also a reality test of how Evan-
gelical Anglicans outside the dio-
cese perceive us. While each of
those nominated clearly has the
requisite qualities and experience
to be our Archbishop, the inward
focus of the list itself should pro-
voke us to some earnest and ur-
gently needed soul-searching.

Rev Dr James McPherson
Granville, NSW
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Chardin. We would do well to fol-
low it, or face increasing irrel-
evance as society integrates evo-
lutionary precepts into its pat-
terns of thought and life.

lan Page
Randwick, NSW

Don McEvoy may think Adam
and Eve did not exist, but it ap-
pearsthat Luke (Lk 3:38), Paul (Rm
5:14,1 Cor 15:22and 45,1 Ti2:13
and 14) and Jude our Lord’s
brother (Jd 1:14) did. Jesus also
implied their existence, pinning
doctrine on it, in Mark 10:6.

On the other hand, if Adam
did not exist (and please, prove
your case, Don), then are these
references an analogy? If so, how
is the doctrine of original sin es-
tablished. And why is historical
prose used?

I fwe dismiss this and the long
Jewish and Christians tradition,
then do we not prefer the philo-
sophical views ofthe Greeks, fil-
tered through Hegel’s idealism, to
the teaching of Scripture? What
is the basis for this return to the
Medieval ‘four fold’ interpreta-
tion of Scripture overturned by
the Reformation?

Don can have his non-real
Scripture, interpreted by evolu-
tionary materialism, but | don’t
see how it would be any more rel-
evant to the human predicament
than an impotent ¢;fantasy. No
Adam and Eve; ultimately, no
gospel and the Bible is
obfuscation not revelation!

David Green
Turramurra, NSW

election

| agree with the Rev Doug Parker
{SC, May) that a prospective
Archbishop should be ques-
tioned on Prayer Book services,
the Articles and lay presidency.
The right man will be in favour of
all three. I disagree with Mr Park-
er’s apparent reservations on the
sacraments being administered
by laymen. If we permit suitable
non-ordained men to preach the
Word of God, how can we forbid
them to read any of the regular
Prayer Book services?

David Morrison
Springwood, NSW
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|_essons from UK churches

Going to church around the UK points to the mixed state of modern Christian worship.

margaret
rodgers

CROSScurrem

ne of the enjoyable parts

ofa holiday is the oppor-

tunity to visit different
churches to experience Sunday
worship with God’s people in
other places. We may come back
with new ideas, and we may also
come back affirmed in the style
and worship life of our own con-
gregation. We Anglicans are usu-
ally at home in the liturgy ofwhat-
ever variety of Anglicanism we
meet up with in our travels. We
owe this to the genius and solid
liturgical foundation of Thomas
Cranmer and his colleagues in li-
turgical reform which still infuses
Anglican worship today, in spite
of the worse excesses of some
modem day liturgical activists.

Last month | spent my holi-
day visiting friends in the UK. |
visited a number of different
churches and found something
unique in every service. Some
were special, one is best forgot-
ten quickly.

Palm Sunday saw me in St
Peter’s Eaton Square, where |
have friends. The tradition is
Anglo-Catholic, the music from
choir and organ is splendid. That
morning, the presentation of the
lengthy Palm Sunday gospel re-
minded me of the vibrant power
of God’s Word to convey Christ.

Good Friday we decided to
attend the local church near
where we were staying. St ’s
advertised itself as friendly and
welcoming. That should have
warned us - for we found it cold.

unwelcoming and dead. If we
were looking for a sign that much
of the UK is unchurched, we
found it when we heard a youth
say on Good Friday to a guard at
the gate of the British Museum,
“But why’s the Museum closed
today, mate?”

Easter Day at St Paul’s Cathe-
dral, with it’s superb choir and
crowds. First, Morning Prayer to
hear the Bishop of London’s su-
perb Easter Sermon. Then we at-
tended the Holy Communion,
with Bishop Chartres leading the
service. There were almost 3,000
people at that service, including
many young people.

The next Sunday we attended
All Soul’s, Langham Place, where
they were preparing for John
Stott’s 80th birthday later in the
week. There was a warmwelcome
at the door (they didn’t tell eve-
ryone they were friendly and wel-
coming, they just were!) and a
crowded congregation.

Two things in that service
were a surprise. First, there was

an adult baptism, and it was a
shock to hear the minister say to
the candidate, “l’m very nervous,
you are the most glamorous per-
son I’ve ever baptised.” Surely
Baptism, one of the two sacra-
ments given by Jesus deserves
more evangelical solemnity!
Second, | had been told that
many English evangelicals are
not ‘mission-minded’, and this
seemed to be confirmed by the
minister giving the children’stalk.
She told them she had a story to
tell of a Christian hero, Gladys
Al3ward. But she was a hero to
my generation. Surely there was
a contemporary UK person en-
gaged in missionary service
whom she could have profiled?
Westminster Abbey, a tourist
mecca, is more a mausoleum than
achurch. Yet, it hosted us the next
Sunday, for the Rev Dr David
Peterson was the preacher at
Evening Prayer. Was this the first
time a Moore College graduate
and former Moore faculty mem-
ber had preached at the Abbey?

It was a uniquely special serv-
ice because of David’s splendid
exposition of the psalm, and the
OT and NT readings, tying them
all together with sound biblical
theology methodology. The Bi-
ble passages were read by Canon
Tom Wright, the Canon Theolo-
gian at Westminster Abbey. Like
our own Clifford Wame, the Bi-
ble comes alive through Canon
Wright’s skillful reading.

David preached on the real-
ity of the resurrection, a theme
that was the more powerful be-
cause he was presenting it in that
shrine to dead kings and queens.
Elizabeth 1’s tomb was nearby,
but though she was a fount of
power and honour in her life, in
her death she too was bound by
her tomb, just like her lowliest
subject. But not Jesus - he was
powerless and humbled in life, but
he arose, victor over death, to be-
come the Lord ofall.

This also shows that the con-
temporary search for wealth,
power and privilege is a path to
nowhere.

Next weekend, | visited Edin-
burgh’s St Giles’ Cathdral. John
Knox’s statue is there with his
bony finger pointing to the Bi-
ble. Would he be happy with the
St Giles Restoration Appeal? The
letter from the Appeal Chairman
stated the church must be pre-
served because it ‘stands as a liv-
ing and enduring symbol of our
Scottish heritage and our confi-
dence in Scotland’. He made no
reference to God, orto St Giles as
a centre of faithful Presbyterian
worship. The visit was redeemed
by a frail, elderly lady on duty in
the Order of the Thistle Chapel.
She offered us the opportunity
to sitin. Sir Robert Menzies’ seat,
and pointed out the small carved
angel playing the bagpies over
the Chapel door. God’s witnesses
are everywhere and she was
clearly one of the saints. -

We must fight for ‘values’ education choice for all

hen | was at school just

twenty years ago, we

were taught that Aus-
tralian history started in 1770.
The previous years counted for
almost nothing. As my children
cover the same material today
our history begins a good 40,000
years earlier.

What has changed? Clearly
it is the values of our society and
those who develop and teach the
curriculum that have shifted.

The recent inclusion of Abo-
riginal history into the curriculum
simply demonstrates that all edu-
cation is value laden. Whether it
is history, science or geography
the values of the curriculum de-
velopers are deeply embedded in
the subject and these values will
shape our children.

The question for parents is -
whose values should inform our
children?

Dr Grant Maple, director ofthe
Anglican Education Commission
suggests that, “Among parents
there is widespread dismay that
public schools do not teach val-
ues that are consistent with the

OME20€li

tim
foster
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values held by the family. Those
choosing non-government
schools for their children consist-
ently name values education and
the fact that religious education
is an integral part of the curricu-
lum among the reasons for
changing to independent
schools.”

Under a United Nations dec-
laration, parents are guaranteed
the right to have their children
educated in a way that is consist-
ent with their beliefs. However,
the State Government and the
NSW Department of Education
have eroded these rights over the
past two years by cutting the

funds of 78 NSW schools.

The current attack by the
state government on so called
‘wealthy’ schools is also an at-
tack on parents who wish to
choose the values that undergird
their children’s education. Ofthe
schools facing hefty funding
cuts, 32 are Anglican and nearly
all ofthem are located in the Dio-
cese of Sydney.

Funding of private schools is
regarded by some as ‘middle
class welfare’.

However those sending then-
children to non-government
schools are not just the rich. Last
year, approximately 20 percent of
parents with annual incomes of
less than $26,000 chose a non-
government school. Inmiddle in-
come groups 30 percent opted for
non-government education.
These parents are prepared to
make a considerable financial sac-
rifice to give their children an
education based on Christian
values.

The current cuts are an ero-
sion of these rights and blatant
discrimination against religious

groups. Dr Maple said that, “If
an Australian government dis-
criminated against certain other
groups in the community, there
would be an outcry.”

Many of us advocate for
Christian values in the state sys-
tem whether through lobbying
the government, seeking to influ-
ence our local public school or
ensuring the proper teaching of
Scripture. Through the Anglican
Schools Corporation the Angli-
can church is committed to oper-
ating schools that are conducted
according to a Christian philoso-
phy of education. Increasingly
these should be accessible to low
income earners giving choice to
as many as possible.

While many of us are cur-
rently satisfied with the public
system and attempt to work
within it, we must oppose any
attempt to further imdermine par-
ent’s rights to give their children
an education founded on the val-
ues of their own choosing.

The Rev Tim Foster is director of
Anglican Youthwork’s Church Re-
source Unit.

Opinion

Creeping
clericalismin
Sydn” Diocese

Stephen
judd

ne of the interesting

things about the Angli-

can Diocese of Sydney
over the past 120 years has been
the strength, involvement and
independence of the laity.

Prior to the 1880s, the number
of able and interested laypeople
had been in short supply and not
so prominent in church affairs.
The clergyman was the focus and
the driving force in church life.

By the 1960s there was agrow-
ing acknowledgement that
laypeople were no longer passive
observers in a clergy-run and
clergy-led Church, but rather in-
herently participants in the com-
ing together ofthe people of God.

Why do | mention this inmid-
2001? Well, whereas a dynamic
tension between the profession-
alism and calling ofthe clergy and
the involvement and commitment
of the laity is healthy, more re-
cently I have detected a creeping
clericalism.

And there are some intrigu-
ing ironies in its manifestations.
While a number of people like
myself find nothing wrong theo-
logically with lay presidency,
unquestionably it clericalises the
laity. Lay presidency is being pro-
moted by people on the whole
who do not seem too enthused
about the sacraments - commun-
ion is not important, so it doesn’t
matter if laypeople preside.

Preaching and teaching is a
different kettle of fish - it’s much
more important, particularly if
women shouldn’t be allowed to
do it. So too with lay Christian
vocation and the issue of the the-
ology ofwork - not something we
hear much about from these same
circles.

| recently heard of a clergy-
man who asked a layperson to
speak on the vital role of the laity
- and then proceeded to dictate
to him in detail what he should
say! The layperson politely de-
clined the request.

In Synod, laypeople make up
two-thirds ofthe membership. Yet
clergy dominate debates - and
sometimes convince themselves
that their parish representatives
are there to make up the numbers.
Indeed | recently heard of a cler-
gyman who was formally in-
structing his lay representatives
how to vote in Synod! And here
was | thinking that clergyman
went to Synod with his own vote
while parishes sent one or two
representatives to the Synod to
reflect the concerns of laypeople!

So what are we laypeople to
do? Pray that God will overmle in
all deliberations of the Church,
that we will act in a truly Christ-
honouring way, and, having
prayed that the Holy Spirit will
move in the hearts and minds of
all present, believe that God will
answer our prayers.

Dr Stephen Judd is Chief Executive
of the Hammond Care group.
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MINISTRY matters

Changethewayyou look

CARMELINA READ says that understanding who Jesus is should

change the way women look -

hen you look at other
people, what do you
think about? As you

Jesus from a worldly point of
view, but something changed his
mind. On that road to Damascus,

walk along the street or relagamitimet the risen Jesus, and it

your work-mates, how do you
view people? Do any of these
thoughts cross your mind; ‘She
wears nice clothes’; ‘He talks a
lot’; *Her skirt’sabit short’; ‘He’s
a bit overweight’; “‘She’s a bit too
skinny’; ‘I bet she’ll get a pro-
motion before I do’; ‘I wish I had
a beautiful house like them®?

Or maybe you’re too busy
wondering what they think of
you to even think about them at
all. ‘Do I looktoo fatinthis dress?’
‘I wonder if they notice my new
haircut.” ‘Does this lipstick go
with myjumper?’ Do any ofthese
things ring bells for you?

We spend a lot oftime looking
at what’s on the outside, at pe-
ople’s appearance and possess-
ions, and we often don’t go any
deeper than that. We look at
people with very human eyes.

The apostle Paul was diff-
erent. He didn’t look at people
with human eyes and he didn’t
just see their appearance. Paul
realised that people need to tmst
in Jesus, and he wanted to
persuade people. For Paul, the
message of Christianity changed
the way he looked at people.

What changed him and his
view of humanity was the love of
Christ.

Jesus looked, and when he
saw humanity he saw a sinful
humanity. He didn’t see how fat
or how skinny they are, he didn’t
see their possessions. Jesus saw
humanity’s desperate need for
God, and it’s out of his incredible
love for people that Jesus was
willing to give up everything to
put them right with God.

Christ showed his amazing
love to people like you and me,
and Paul found that absolutely
compelling. Paul changed the
way he looks at things —his view
of Christ changed, his view of
himself changed and his view of
others changed. Paul saw the big
picture. He used to think about

changed everything. Once he
understood who Christ is, it
changed the way he looked at
himself

hat do you think of
Christ? Do you see him
as just a man? Do you

look at him just from
point of view? If you do, you
really need to change your mind.
Without Jesus, the Bible says
you are God’s enemy and the day
will come when God will count
your sins against you.

But there’s great news - God
loves you, and Jesus died for
your sins. He died and rose again
so that you can be fiiends with
God. So let me implore you -
change the way that you look at
Jesus.

But ifyou’re a Christian, then
your view of Christ has already
changed. But it doesn’t end
there, because your new view of
Christ ought to change the way
you think about yourself

Paul knew that, in the gospel,
he had the cure for eternal death.
This message can make people
who are enemies into God’s
filends. Paul realised it compelled
him to transform the way he
looked at himself, and it made him
into an ambassador for Christ.

The gospel we have is the
same gospel that Paul had. Like
Paul, we need to change the way
we look at ourselves. We too are
ambassadors for Christ. Ifyou’re
a Christian, you’re notjust Maria,
Rebecca or Jane. You’re not just
a secretary, a systems analyst, a
student, mum, wife or whatever
else it is that you do. In Christ,
you’re a new creation. God made
you into something new, and you
are now Christ’s ambassador.

Our new view of Christ and
our new view of ourselves also
means we need to change the
way we look at other people. As
Christians, we just can’t look at

T he Department of
Evangelism
C el ebor ation
D in n e r

Join us as we thank God for the work of
the Department, welcome our new staff,
and cast avision for the future.

Keynote speaker

Dr Peter Jensen

Friday, 22 June, 2001

Moore Theological College
$40.00 per person (inc. GST)

Please phone Lyndel or Rowena on (02) 9265 1582
for more information and to register.
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at themselves and at others.

people from a superficial point of
view, and we can’t just be con-
cerned with their outward appear-
ance. People aren’tjust what they
appear to be - they are not just
their looks, their clothes or their
jobs. People are sinners facing
God’s judgement - it’s real, and
they need Jesus.

We need to stop looking at
people from a worldly point of
view and start seeing them for

a WoKbsHiey really are. Christ’s amaz-

ing love ought to compel us to
get serious about persuading,
people to be reconciled to God.
We implore our mothers to
give us things and we’re quick to
implore the boss to give us a
raise. But have you everreally im-
plored anyone to be reconciled
to God? Have you ever gently
suggested it? Have you ever
mentioned Jesus at all? | know
I’m often too busy looking at
people’s outward appearance to
care about their spiritual needs.

ow can we change? |

guess there are the obvi-
ous answers. We need to

be reading God’s word, learning
more about God’s love shown to
us in Christ and about what it
means to persuade people.

Of course we need to be
prayerful, praying for people we
know. We need to be seriously
asking God to give us opportu-
nities to tell people about Je-
sus, and that we will have
the courage to be bold
and to be clear.

We need to be ~
meeting with other ™
Christians, sharing the love of Je-
sus with each other.

But we can also practice look-
ing at other people differently,
training our minds not to just
think about physical appear-
ances. We need to make an effort
to start looking deeper.

Next time we complain about
our boss, or that person who an-
noys us, we need to ask, ‘Where
do they stand with God?” Look
for opportunities to persuade
them to change their mind about
the way they look at Jesus.

When you walk along the
street, don’t just admire the fash-
ion. Think about their need to be
reconciled to God.

We should always be gentle
and loving and respectful. Yet, |
have a feeling our problem isn’t
really mdeness or arrogance, but
being worldly and wimpy. God’s
word to us today is very clear.
We need to look at people know-
ing that Jesus loves them. We
need to see their urgent and seri-
ous need. Let’s not be like the
world, allowing ourselves to look
at people in a superficial way.
Look at where people stand be-
fore God and implore them to be-
come his friends.

Let Christ’s love compel you
to change the way that you look.

This is an edited extract of a talk
given by Carmelina Read at the
recent Young Evangelical
Women’s Conference in Sydney.
The talk was based on 2
Corinthians 5:10 - 6:2.

what should

by andrew cameron

eople unfamiliar with a
P church meeting can get

terrified of going to one.

Partly, they genuinely do not
know what to wear! Their

confusion is hardly unreason-

able, since Christians regu-

larly go to war over the matter.

At some churches, one
must dress in ‘Sunday best’.
Wear anything less than the
most expensive gear you
have, and you’re an outcast -
crass and unspiritual.

At other churches™ one
must dress as casually: even
black shoes or a jacket are
blushingly over-dressy.

‘Dress-ups’ say that
church is special since it is
about a special person -
Christ. If they dress well to
honour a wedding-couple,
how much more should they
honour God in this way? This
is the logic of the ancient
Israelites’ temple dress codes

| wear?

found in the Old Testament.

But we have to be careful
about this. Firstly, the New Tes-
tament explains that church
must not simply mimic the tem-
ple practises. Secondly, God is
honoured by obedient listen-
ing to hisword and with a ‘holy’
life. Good clothes at church,
certainly must not replace this!

But at core, there remains
something valid. We do mark
special people and events
with our clothing. It seems
odd to stop people doing so
with God.

‘Dress-downs’ also argue
church is special but come to
a different conclusion.
Church is where we welcome
people who know nothing of
Jesus. And where we ‘build
each other’ to better follow
Christ, forming the kind of
relationships that make this
possible- the stuff of jeans

continued page 11
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M issionaries use
their feet

n the bonhomie of the
I Olympics a strange
nostalgia came over the
older generation. Strangers were

phillip engaging in friendly conversa-
. tion in the street like the old
jensen days.

The motor car is one of the
PEOPLEMatter great inventions of humanity. It

places within the reach of most
people the capacity to travel huge distances relatively quickly,
cheaply, in great comfort and with sense of personal freedom and
control. The car enables us to travel door to door on our own
timetable.

There are disadvantages to car travel, like pollution, traffic and
parking - but most of these are community problems rather than
personal disadvantages. For some regular trips commuting by
public transport is cheaper and more convenient, but in general it is
hard to persuade people to give up travelling by car.

saw the gospel disadvantage of car travel. Everywhere we

walked together, people greeted my friends. They would
introduce their friends from Australia and would talk briefly of
cabbages and kings. | cannot repeat the conversations because of
the language barrier. The coversations were inconsequential and
even trivial - but they were the building blocks of relationship. Our
missionary friends were well known and liked - they were part of the
neighbourhood and community.

Visiting a park we became engaged in a serious conversation
with an elderly man about life and philosophy about the second
world war and his family, about his joys and his disappointments in
life. It was natural and easy - because conversation was natural and
easy. Sharing something of our faith was easy in such a context.

It made me reflect again about our treasured motor cars. Driving
out of the drive, waving only at the next door neighbour, we travel
in the splendid isolation of the radio community. We know more
about what is happening on the other side of the world than the
other side of the street. We know the names of the families of the
stars better than the names of our nearest neighbours.

The car gives that sense of control that makes us msh - without
time to stop and chat. Walking by its nature takes longer and is
more easily intermpted by the reality of the humans we meet and
pass, or even travel with. Itis like the two people who were walking
and talking on a seven mile trip from Jemsalem to Emmaus. Fifteen
minutes by car and no intermptions from strangers!

Part of the difficulty of evangelising in a modem city, especially
in areas of high rise housing, is the problem of having no point of
contact with the community. It is not our problem alone - for the
community no longer has much contact with itself. The car is not
the sole villain in the piece, but it was interesting in the Olympics
how the same openness to conversation happened as on the
mission field and people talk of happening before the 1960.

The mission field | was visiting was more high rise and urban
than most of Sydney. The car was as universal there as it is here.
The difference was the missionaries’ efforts to talk to people as they
walked around their neighbourhood.

I I owever it was in visiting a ‘earless’ missionary family that I «

continued from page 10

and T-shirt.

Again there are causes for
concern. | dress casually for
things that don’t matter. 1’d have
to be careful that my dress did not
put me in a careless mindset
about church. But the basic im-
pulse, that comfortable dress is a
great way of expressing love to
others, is a strong point.

The Bible stresses three big-
ger issues that are central in the
clothes-debate: that our actions

Buildyour children, build your church

Children’'s ministry
resources

- Biblically reliable
- educationally appropriate
- great fun

For more information, please contact
our Under construction Advisor.

Tel: (02) 8268 3321 Fax: (02) 8268 3357
underconstruction@youthworks.asn.au
www.youthworks.asn.au
/undercon/index.html
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are to highlight God’s excellence
(they are ‘for the glory of God’);
that we love others, whether
Christian or not, rather than pro-
mote ourselves’; that there are
many matters about which we
have ‘Christian freedom’.

The best kind of church will
have a kaleidoscopic mixture of

MINISTRY matters

Cultural relativism:
an eye for difference

what does the Bible say?

mike
W ilson

LiviN G christian

7.gqarrulous taxi driver freely
A xpressed to me his racist

nd stereotyped views of
‘Asians’, saying, “You can’t tmst
Asians because they never look
you straight in the eye.”

Eye contact is a good exam-
ple of a basic behaviour that var-
ies considerably from culture to
culture.

Cultural behaviour is an ex-
pression of cultural values. My
stepfather dmmmed into me, “A
real man looks you straight in the
eye.” For him this behaviour ex-
pressed underlying values of
manliness and honesty.

Yet, in many other cultures it
is considered offensive and rude
to hold a person’s gaze and stare
directly at them. Rather it is con-
sidered to be polite and respect-
ful to avoid direct eye contact,
and all the more when relating to
people in authority. Individuals
from any cultural background can
be rude. But when we encounter
behaviour that is cultural rather
than individual it will almost in-
variably express positive under-
lying values.

To a large extent the Hellenis-
tic world of the Apostle Peter’s
day embraced cultural pluralism
and accepted cultural relativism
- the notion that the cultural prac-
tices of others are not wrong but
express valid alternative ways of
thinking and acting.

But a devout Jew, such as
Peter, had been thoroughly
enculturated to regard non-Jew-
ish cultural behaviour in many
areas of life as abhorrent. Peter
would have viewed Gentile be-
haviour as not merely different

dress-ups and dress-downs.
Both groups are excited about
how special God is, the impor-
tance ofthe meeting and how pre-
cious other people are. Perhaps
best of all, someone walking in
for the first time heaves a sigh of
relief, for wherever they look,
someone is dressed like them.

Annual General Meeting

of

SyeJdney Movement forthe
Ordination of Women

on

21 July at2.00pm

at

Chapter House

St. Andrew’s Cathedral

DrJanet West, author of Daughters ofFreedom,
will speak on
“Women’s Ministry in Australia— an Historical

and Social Perspective”

Enquiries to (emaii) sydney_mow@ hotmail.com or
P.0.Box 202, Balgowlah, 2093
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galatians 2:11-21

For many years Luciano Ricci spearheaded ministry to
Italians. Luciano once commented on his ministry at St

Oswald’s, Haberfield;

“(We are) one body in Christ. We are all together, regard-
less of nationality. In Christthere is no Greek and no Jew.
Well, if that has to apply to us there shouldn’t be any
Australian or Italian or Greek or whatever. We should all be
one body. However, the other side of the coin is the other
biblical teaching. Paul saying to the Jew | am a Jew, to the
Greek | am a Greek. Therefore, to an Australian | have to be
an Australian, to an Italian | have to be an Italian.”

Read Galatians 2:11-21

1. In what ways are Luciano’s remarks relevant to this

passage?

Consider verse 14 in its context

2. Why were the Gentile Christians under pressure to
conform to Jewish culture? (e.g. Because this was now the
only way to have continuing fellowship with Jewish Chris-

tians)

3. Itwas wrong for Jewish Christians to pressure Gentile
Christians into conforming with Jewish culture. Avoiding this
pitfall, how should we relate and minister to people from
other cultural backgrounds? (e.g. don'tassume otherpeople

like the same things you do)

but as intrinsically wrong be-
cause it expressed wrong cultural
values and a wrong system of
beliefs. Why? Because it resulted
from being socialised in a god-
less society.

Peter had to leam that it was
possible for Gentile Christians to
behave in non-Jewish ways and
participate in non-Jewish social
institutions and yet, nonetheless,
express gospel-centred beliefs
just as fully and adequately as
Jewish Christians might. Peter’s
theology had to make room for a
large dose of cultural relativism.

While being mindful that the
gospel will conflict with all cul-
tures we must take seriously the
principle of cultural relativism,
recognising that many cultural
practices are not inherently bet-
ter or worse than our own but
simply different. Peter’s experi-
ence, as described in Galatians 2,
illustrates, among other things,
the difficulty Peter had in adapt-
ing to different Gentile ways
while remaining true to his
Jewishness.

The Rev Mike Wilson is Anglicare’s
cross-cultural ministry trainer.

Give the greatest gift
of all: hope

For over 90 years, Hope Healthcare has
provided quality public health services in
palliative care, rehabilitation and mental
health aged care in NSW.

Today, we continue to offer unconditional
love and respect to people who come to us
for quality health care - regardless of race,
religion or background.

Your donation will help make a difference.

PO Box 42 Wahroonga NSW 2076
Tel (02) 9488 2275 Fax (02) 9488 2289

HOPE
HEALTHCARE

NERINGAH < GREENWICH
GRAYTHWAITE « BRAESIDE

A ministry of the Anglican Deaconess Institution Sydney

YES! Here is nny gift to Hope Healthcare's Appeal; $

n | enclose a cheque/money order for the amount shown OR

| | Please charge my:  [H Bankcard ~ CJ visa CJ MastercCard
Signature_ Expiry date
Name__

Address.
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African nightmare becomes Sydney’s hope

Churches in south-western
Sydney have been offered
a helping hand to reach Af-
rican and Middle-Eastern
migrants.

The initiative is thanks
entirely to the generous of-
fer of two experienced
former missionaries. Eddie
and Daphne Smith have
made themselves available
to the Georges River Re-
gional team to assist with
cross cultural ministry, es-
pecially to those who are
working among African and
Middle Eastern immigrants.

The Smiths spent years
as missionaries in Northern
Africa - especially in Chad
- the Middle East and Eu-
rope with World Evangeli-
sation for Christ (WEC In-
ternational).

The Smiths had to leave
Chad in the mid-seventies
as they could no longer get
correspondence courses
through for the education
of their two children.They
returned to Britain but they
soon received a letter from
a WEC missionary who was
working among immigrants
in Sydney, and who was no
longer able to continue the
work.

“We had only ever
worked in rural communi-
ties,” said Eddie, “so we
spent the next two years re-

Growing Georges Hall

Eddie and Daphne Smith, who worked with starving refugees in Chad, have now offered their missionary
experience to heip churches in south-west Sydney reach migrants from Africa and the Middie East.

training in urban ministry.”

Eddie went on his own
to live in Jordan for a time
in order to do more lan-
guage training.

They arrived in Sydney
in 1982 and helped set up a
network to pray, encourage

granted parish status

1958, as a branch of Villawood.

Febmary was a time of cel-
ebration for members of St
Martin’s, George’s Hall, as
Bishop Ray Smith officially
declared them a parish.
The church firstmetin a
‘mobile’ caravan-tent, in

The new status is recogni-
tion ofthe congregation’s grow-
ing membership. The Rev
Simon Flinders was also wel-
comed as their first assistant

minister this year.

N | ter Garter

FUNBKAG >fR 1 C'TOKS
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B

...when a family entrxists one of
their mo.st precious possessions to us,
we keep faith with thciri...

Our Services Include:
24 hour on site service &
Professioualqualifiedstair
100 Seet chapel
Black or white vehicles
Viess'ing hicilities
After service catering
Burwis it sea
in-home llorist
Coarry, irirerstate and oversea.s funerals
Prc-paid fijrer.Il pliui

302 Oxford Street, Woollahra

93389 3499

em.3il: Avaltercarter@ bigpond.com
Visit our vt™ebsitc; wwvv.waltercarter.com.au
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clothes they were standing
in. Twenty thousand peo-
ple died before food and
help could reach them.

Now in Australia, then-
first hand experience of
trauma and suffering will be
invaluable in helping
churches reach people from
such war-tom regions.

“Eddie and Daphne are
just the help we need,” said
the Bishop of Liverpool,
Ray Smith. “We have been
finding it hard to know
whether our efforts to reach
newcomers from Africa and
the Middle East are moving
in the right direction. They
will bring insight and expe-
rience to help us to develop
initiatives that I believe, un-
der God, will make a differ-
ence.”

The Smiths will be work-
ing in areas of Sydney
where some pastors have
received threats to their
lives because of their wit-
ness.

“Our ministry is a serv-

and train workers in cross
cultural ministry. In 1985 the
work was interrupted by an
emergency call to help
Northern Chadians fleeing
across the eastern border
into the Sudan.

“It was probably the

most traumatic experience of
our lives,” recalls Daphne.
“There were around 20,000
refugees. We witnessed the
horror of people dying daily
from starvation and dis-
ease.”

Ten years work in Eu-

rope and Oman, including
visits to Africa followed.

In 1999, Eddie returned
to Chad to find the situa-
tion as distressing as ever.
Seventy thousand refugees
had fled across the border
with nothing but the

Faces of Georges River Region

Jon Thorpe

Jon Thorpe has spent the
past five years minister-
ing to young people at
Greenacre  Anglican

David Hanratty

The youth group at All
Saint’s, Oatley West is lit-
erally heading upwards.
On Sunday evenings a

ing ministry,” says Eddie.
“We don’t seek to take up
work that others are doing
but to support and network
existing ones. We will be
discipling people and help-
ing others catch the vision,
especially churches.”

Church.

“l was studying at
Moore College then and
was invited by the rector
to come and work in the
parish part time. The goal
was to begin specific
outreach to young peo-
ple. Two years later it be-
came possible to expand
the position to full time.

“The group began with three kids and two leaders;
Sarah, my wife, and I,” recalls John.

Now in its fifth year the group has grown to thirty
five regulars; fifteen primary age and twenty in the high
school group.

“Those early days were hard going. | wouldn’t have
survived without some key leaders who joined us,” he
said.

Jon is greatly encouraged by what he describes as a
‘growing fire-ball ministry’, where he says the group is
beginning to self perpetuate.

“Right now the team has thirteen leaders,” he said.

Jon admits there have been plenty of heartaches as
well. “They are what most youth leaders encounter. You
lose young people along the way.

“Others never mature in their faith and they slowly
fall away,” he said.

group of thirteen to sev-
enteen year olds climb a
rickety staircase into the
‘loft’, a large room above
the parish hall. It’s
painted in bright colours
with plenty of cushions
for floor sitting. The
young people decorated
the room themselves.

David Hanratty is the part-time youth worker in the
parish. His goal is to see young people commit their
lives to following Christ.

“With a goal like that,” he said, “it doesn’t matter
whether your group is large or small.”

As well as meeting with the Sunday evening group,
he has begun to set up small discipleship groups which
meet during the week.

Mr Hanratty spends two days a week working in the
parish and two days at the Youthworks training college
at Loftus.

He is grateful not only for the support and encour-
agement of the parish in financing a youth worker’s po-
sition, but also the opportunity to put ‘hands and feet’
to what he is learning.

“I love the course and the chance to put what | learn
into practice,” Mr Hanratty said.
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oes the Anglican Church
have a future? Every
Evangélica! Christian

Is It outwit or outpray for Moore survivors?

Survival seemed the common
theme for Moore College stu-
dents who spent a week last
month assisting two parishes in
the Georges River region with
outreach. Both St Alban’s,
Belmore, and St James’, Carlton
are old hands at having a Moore
visit and both value the students’
contributions enormously.

“The Moore mission provides
a focus for evangelism,” said the
Rev Richard Nixey from St
Alban’s, Belmore. “A number of
contacts were made during the

ought to be concerned aboutjBgk

future of the mai™lJine Protestant
denominations ih'Australia. I

We ought to.be concerned
that mainline derioroinations in

the Western world, including the’”

Anglican Church, are driftmg to

religious pluralism which ojpenly

denies Christian beliefs. At the

same time there is a gradual ems

brace of secular moral standards

and heo-spagan spirituality,

r One encouraging sign is that 1
biblically orthodox churches are

growing. This is especially true

in Africa and«South America.

Growth is taking place despite the

fact they are among the poorest

and most disrupted countries in

the world, where persecution of

Christians is widespread. Even in;
countries like Australia, it is*
mainly the evangelical and more

biblically orthodox churches that

are lively and growing.

However, before we get too
carried away, we need to note
Australia has been designated a -
missionfield by. international
Christian missionary agencies

Planning by St Alban’s for
the ‘Roselands Outreach’ began
in January. As the team met to
plan and pray, the idea of using
the television program Survivor
as theme came to the fore. In the
popular American TV show,
teams compete, attempting to
‘outwit, outplay and outlast’ one
another until a final winner
emerges. The team thought that
with some adaptation it could be
a suitable theme for their outreach
week. Posters and banners were
prepared. Scripture classes were

Miriam Chan from St James’, Cariton, receives some heip from Moore Coiiege mission team
members, Richard Gibson, Joe Wiitshire and Sam Hwang.

"because around 0O per cent of

made a special focus for invita-
tions.

The team from Moore were
even asked to put study books
away on Wednesday nights and
watch the show.

And so a Survivor family
night became the climax ofaweek
of outreach events for all age
groups in the parish. A feature of
the night was a series of crazy
games, which set opponents
against one another in an attempt
to survive another round. The

games were followed by a gos-
pel presentation.

In addition, six students
worked with the Rev Farouk
Hammo, who leads an Arabic-
speaking congregation during
the week.

At the nearby Carlton mis-
sion, survival was also a focus.

“We survived the relentless
wet weather. We survived dog
attacks while doorknocking. We
survived a viewing of ‘Galaxy
Quest’ on the team’s night

off, and true to its message -
‘Never give up, Never surrender!’
- we persevered,” said the Rev
Zac Veron from St James.

Sunday evenings saw parish-
ioners invite guests to join them
at ‘St James’ in the Bank’. “We
are very excited that a number of
people have committed their lives
to follow Christ as a result of the
week,” Mr Veron said.

About 200 people heard the
gospel for the first time during the
eight days of mission at Carlton.

In all, twelve Moore mission
teams visited parishes last month,
including three churches outside
the Diocese of Sydney. Parishes
in Canberra, Karratha in North
West Australia and East Lismore
in Northern NSW were all visited
by teams of students, with many
hundreds of people hearing the
gospel message. In Sydney, par-
ishes as far apart as Wollongong,
Springwood, Narrabeen and
Rooty Hill also hosted Moore
mission teams.

people do not affiliate with any
church. NCLS research indicates
that despite growth in biblically
orthodox churches, overall ch-
urch membership is decreasing, ;
due to an aging membership and
the failure to attract the younger ®
generations and migrants. .

If present Australian trends
continue, the Christian popula-
tion will be Significantly smaller*
in the first gi™er of the twenty-
first centuiy.'As a consequence
there will be less resources to in-

; vest in mission and ministry. The

" capacity of churches to respond
to the expanding need to reach
out to non-Christian Australians
will be severely limited. -

We suffer from ‘the Movie
Set Syndrome’. Our churches
give the appearance of being
highly successful institutions
with cathedrals, grand headouar-«S*
ters and large public services.
However, in reality things are col-,
lapsing, with low church attend-
ances, falling income Md an ag-
ing membership. Drastic meas-4
ures are needed. Unfortunately

REGIONAirounds

easy listening music... interesting interviews

The women at St Matthew’s,
Milperra, have been mnning ‘Take
a Break’ evenings. The evenings
often have a theme with a humor-
ous edge. A ‘Blue Evening’ sees
blue haired people dancing to blues
music and eating blue-tinged deli-
cacies while another featured Scot-
tish kilts and the highland fling.
Each evening includes a simple gos-
pel presentation.

2UBA -m

sharing the gospel
through quality of life broadcasting

Hurstville Grove is fortunate to have awomen’s pastor, Lyn Elsholz.
Their program aims, “to help women become fully devoted follow-
ers of Christ.” An important aspect of their program is to provide
gatherings to which women can invite their friends and at which a
simple gospel presentation is included.

“We held a children’s book seminar during playgroup time re-
cently,” said Ms Elsholz. They also plan to join in with the men for
a five-week seminar on ‘marriage and family’ later in the year.

Can they see your progress?

Towards the end of last year a group of women at St Cuthbert’s,
South Carlton, believed the time was right to begin a church-based
playgroup to reach out to the community. The group has grown to
such an extent that they have had to stop advertising. Twenty
; : families, three quarters from a non-English speaking background,

_ 22)?223/ Laeccl;ltjlgi mgyt?‘etsr %s;:pt;ggs’ now come regularly. When asked what brought them to this group
to do anything about it. " many have said, ‘someone told us it was a friendly, caring group’.

The spiritually healthy de-
nominations will be those which
remain loyal to our Lord Jesus
Christ and the Bible. From a so-
ciological perspective those de-
nominations which reach young-
er generations as well as recent
migrants will survive and grow.
Resourcing congregations, plant-
ing new churches, developing
large churches, enlisting commit-
ted and competent pastors are
high priorities. In the Georges
River Region we aim to do this.

For a fuller treatment of this subject
see Bishop Smith's web page at wwwv.
angHcanmediasydney.asn.au

John Chapman & Michael Raiter

A conference tackling the 4 biggest problems

in preaching today.

June 27 & 28, 2001
9am - 4pm each day

cost $50

Five years ago the Rev Irene Mok was invited by the rector of St
George’s, Hurstville, to plant a church to reach Chinese speaking
people in Hurstville. Today around 110 people meet togetifier on a
Sunday morning. “We have a regular flow of newcomers,” says the
Rev Albert Leung who now leads the congregation. “It is very
encouraging.”

ESL classes are anim-
portant aspect of their
ministry. Over forty peo-
ple attend classes on
Wednesdays under the
supervision of Mr Leung
and four teachers. They
believe friendship has an
important role in evange-
lism.

The Chapter House
St Andrew's Cathedral
Sydney Square
For registration forms or enquiries

contact Chris Hanger on 02 9558 1773
or email minnamorra@aol.com

Accommodation can be arranged if necessary
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Thepeople’s servant

Is the idea of volunteerism - deeply lodged in the Australian psyche through groups such
as surf lifesaving - an unhelpful concept for Christians to adopt? AMY BUTLER investigates.

his year is the United Na-

tion’s International Year of

the Volunteer (IYV). In
Australia, 1YV arrives fresh with
memories ofthe Sydney 2000 OI-
ympics, where thousands of peo-
ple volunteered to help the
Games run efficiently.

The distinctively dressed vol-
unteers were one of the defining
elements of Sydney’s Games.A
tickertape parade was held in rec-
ognition of the time and effort
these volunteers contributed. So
many volunteers crowded the
streets of Sydney that their bright
uniforms created an unforgetable
sea of colour.

IYV is an opportunity for
Australians to reflect on the
many services we have in our
community which rely on the
help of volunteers. Indeed, there
Is something distinctively Aus-
tralian about our cultural attach-
ment to volunteerism. Many vol-
unteer groups have a special
place in our national psyche: surf
lifesaving, rural bush fire bri-
gades, emergency services,
blood donors. Life Line, meals on
wheels, and wild life care to name
but a few.

The Christian Church is also
heavily reliant on the good will
of its members to participate in
many different areas of service.
Scripture teachers, lay preachers
and readers, Bible study leaders,
participation on parish council,
and many volunteer-based wel-
fare and mission services all re-
quire the time and effort of peo-

Fast food Is

BV

Robyn Atw ood

t some stage most of us,

if we’ve been in church

life for awhile, have been
the recipient ofthe Quick Fix Cas-
serole (QFC). Itis the universally
acceptable panacea for birth,
death, sickness, and unemploy-
ment.

| want to question this re-
sponse. I’ll admit that I’'ve done
the QFC, as well as been on the
receiving end. My intentions
were good, and my concern for
another’s suffering genuine. But,
with hindsight, | have paused to
consider what was achieved by
giving them?

The ‘Quick Fix Casserole’
seems to be our first, and some-
times only response to events in
people’s lives. We give food,
visit, and then move on.

Sometimes this can be really
helpful, and appropriate. An ex-
cellent example of this, is occur-
ring in a western suburbs parish.
A chronically ill mother has four
teenage boys and a busy hus-
band. A parishioner offered to
provide some food once a week.
But before she did, she quietly
asked what the family would eat,
their likes, dislikes and any aller-
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ple who are unpaid for what they
do.

But how should unpaid
church workers see their gift of
time?

Margaret Donohoo has been
involved as a volunteer on the
Anglicare support committee for
voluntary services for over
twenty years. She says her work
as a volunteer with Anglicare
goes much deeper than simply
wanting be involved with some-
thing she believes worthwhile.

“As a Christian, | see that
Christianity is not just preaching
and teaching but we need to have
a practical compassion, care and
concern for people,” Mrs
Donohoo said. “Just doing what
needs to be done in the back-
ground is a practical outworking
of our faith.”

Mrs Donohoo says the dif-
ference between a volunteer and
a servant is what motivates them.
She has observed that some peo-
ple are motivated to be volunteers
because ofthe ‘buzz’ they receive
from helping, or it fills a need in
their life such as companionship
with fellow volunteers.

“I have been involved in pack-
ing Christmas hampers and heard
some of the volunteers ask, ‘I
wonder if the people who receive
these hampers will be grateful?”’

“It’s unusual to hear back
from the people we help, but that’s
not what it’s about, it’s worth-
while ifjust one person or family
benefits,” Mrs Donohoo said.

The Rev Philip Griffin, rector

not pastoral

gies. Most importantly, she found
out what types of food would be
most useful. Her provision ena-
bles the family to flinction even
when the mother is too unwell to
cook and the father too busy.
This is no “‘quick fix’, but a loving
and long term commitment.

In some circumstances
though, we may further contrib-
ute to someone’s suffering, by
our ‘pastoral care’. The form of
our actions can magnify another
person’s sense of helplessness.
We, the ‘givers’ not only decided
what is wrong with the person or
family, but we decide tofix it for
them as well. Without realising it,
our expediency in a time of dis-
tress, can further reduce anoth-
er’s selfworth.

The Bible reminds us to care
for each other, look after the sick,
and to be hospitable. We are also
called on to be aware of our mo-
tives, and view caring for others
as a precious responsibility (Gal
6:1-10).

Force-feeding the QFC may
not always be the most helpful,
or appropriate response to a ma-
jor event in another’s life. A short
phone call or note, may be less
invasive and more effective. Fur-
ther contact might explore other
ways to support an individual or

Graham Johnson from Rooty Hill receives a delivery of food from volunteer Coral Carey while
Anglicare's Western Region Parish Community Worker, Amanda Hughes (centre) looks on.

of St Paul’s, Wentworthville,
strongly believes that the notion
of volunteerism can be very un-
helpful in the church context. He
says he is not sure that he’d even
use the word ‘volunteer’ for what
Christians do in church, but says
that Christian service springs
from an extremely different mind
set to that of volunteerism.
“Service means people under-

care

family, and when to do so.

Someone grieving, may ini-
tially be overwhelmed with visi-
tors. But later they find living
without the physical presence of
the person who died most chal-
lenging. Anniversaries of special
events, birthdays and Christmas
can be very painful. Where are
the visitors and carers at this later
time?

To care enough to stop, and
think through the ways we might
offer to help others, requires us
to be sensitive, prayerful, gentle,
and to listen well. Perhaps we
should also curb our urge to ‘do
something’, and be slower to act,
and more prayerful when we do.

To be more effective in our
care of others, we should prac-
tice setting our own agendas
aside. The precursor to this, is
recognising our own needs and
faults. Sometimes we give gifts
of food, to avoid having to deal
more closely with unpleasant is-
sues like: illness, violence, sexual
abuse, alcoholism, gambling, fail-
ing relationships, and death.
Most people, if they are honest,
find coping with anything for
more than six weeks a challenge
they would rather not meet.

As Christians, we can and
should do better than the QFC!

stand that we’ve all arole to play
in the community of God’s peo-
ple.” he said. “Service forces us
to ask the question, ‘how can I
best serve the Lord Jesus in this
particular church?”’

One of the most unhelpful
phenomena Mr Griffin says he’s
observed in some churches to-
day is the emphasis on discover-
ing one’s own gift and the fallacy
that this must be exercised at all
costs. He says, rather, that gifts
will vary depending on the needs
of the church where people at-
tend.

Mr Griffin agrees that it is im-
portant to acknowledge and
thank people who serve in the
church but that this should be
done inthe local context and cou-
pled with adequate support and
training.

“The one we want to cel-
ebrate as we thank our volunteers
is not ourselves but actually the
Lord Jesus Christ who has called
us to be actively involved in
building his church.”

Mr Griffin says leadership
teams within the church have a
responsibility to know their mem-
bers well enough to be able to
approach people about serving
in particular areas rather than call-
ing for volunteers from up front.

“Pastorally calling for volun-
teers from up front can be a bad
thing,” Mr Griffin said. “You may
have to turn someone away if
they volunteer themselves but
are in fact, inappropriate.

“You run the risk of exploit-
ing people because there are al-
ways those in the congregation
who are going to put their hand
up and say yes, sometimes out
of guilt. These are often the peo-
ple who put their family life on
the line because they are already
so busy,” he said.

Anglican Chaplain to the Film
Industry, the Rev .Charlie
Brammall, says Christians are ac-
tually under compulsion to be
volunteers but in a very different
sense to what the world means
by ‘volunteers’.

The Macquarie Dictionary
defines the word ‘volunteer’ as
“someone who enters into a serv-
ice of their own free will.” Mr
Brammall says Christians aren't in
ministry oftheir own free will, but
because we have been puchased.
“We do not come voluntarily, be-
cause Jesus’ own death has paid
for us to have the privilege of
ministry to each other.”

Mr Brammall says the impli-
cation of this is that we should
have a greater sense of
committment to church than to
our paid jobs.

nglicare’sEmergency Re-

ief program in the West-

I&n Region requires about

3,000 food items to distribute to

180 families each month. Parish

Community Worker for the West-

ern Region, Amanda Hughes,

says the bulk of this quota comes

directly from parishes in the re-

gion. “This highlights the essen-

tial relationship betwen the

church and it’s welfare arm,” Mrs
Hughes said.

The success of this partner-
ship, according to Mrs Hughes,
can be attributed to the innova-
tive ways link volunteers seek to
involve the entire parish in food
drives. But she says the partner-
ship goes beyond a regular food
supply as parishes seize the op-
portunity to run evangelistic pro-
grams in conjuction with Emer-
gency Relief “These include a
five-week course explaining
Christianity to clients, a men’s
Bible study breakfast, both run
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through the Rooty Hill Anglican
Church and a ‘Healthy Cooking
on a Budget’ course run by avol-
unteer from Springwood,” Mrs
Hughes said.

Cathy Hewett, Special Reli-
gious Education advisor with
Anglican Youthworks, says the
recent trend towards two-income
families has caused fears that not
enough Scripture teachers will be
found. But this trend has forced
Youthworks advisors to suggest
a different type of volunteer.

“Now Scripture teaching
teams may consist of shift-work-
ers, students, retirees and peo-
ple who are in the workforce as
well as clergy, mothers and grand-
mothers,” Ms Hewett said.
“Some are making financial sacri-
fices, choosing to work less days
or hours aweek in order to teach.”

Ms Hewett says that the In-
ternational Year of the Volunteer
is a helpfiil reminder that one’s
sense ofworth does not come via
a salary or paid position.

“Scripture teachers primarily
see themselves as partners in
fi-ont-line ministry, rather than as
volunteers. They teach faithfully,
whether the classes are easy or
difficult,” Ms Hewett said.

ChiefExecutive Officer of An-
glican Youthworks, the Rev Dr
Lindsay Stoddart, describes
church as a community of volun-
teers.

“Paul’s Ephesians 4 model of
the church portrays the ministers
of the Word equipping the whole
body for service,” he said.

In this age ofprofessionalism.
Dr Stoddart says volunteerism in
the church is under scratiny and
sometimes under attack.

“Some would argue that

volunteerism has had its day and
should be replaced by profes-
sionalism and best practice. This
rationale will only see children’s
ministry falter and fade.”

Dr Stoddart says there are
over 2,490 people teaching SRE
in public schools each week.
“Also add teachers and helpers
in Sunday church-based minstry,
then add GFS, CEBS, Kids Plus
groups and youth groups. Don’t
forget creches, playtimes and
mother’s selfhelp groups. It’s like
guessing jelly beans in ajar to
guess the number of volunteers
actively involved in children’s
minstry,” he said.

But despite the soaring num-
bers participating in children’s
ministry. Dr Stoddart says a
Synod report on children’s
minstry in 1997 noted an alarm-
ing lack of affirmation felt by
many volunteers. Dr Stoddart
says Youthworks has addressed
this issue by designing new train-
ing packages for Sunday and
mid-week children’s work.

When faced with the ques-
tion, is volunteerism an unhelp-
ful concept for Christians to
adopt, what conclusions may be
drawn?

Mr Griffin and Mr Brammall
both aggree that Christians are
to be actively involved in serv-
ice, but the attitude should be dif-
ferent to the world's idea of
volunteerism.

“We want people to be capti-
vated by the great news that Je-
sus is the Lord, who died and
rose to bring us into a right rela-
tionship with our Father in heaven
and that he has called us to be
involved in the service of build-
ing his Church,” Mr GrifFm said.

New Zealand Tour -2002 -19 days

Departing 1st March

Returning 19th March, 2002

Travel with the

AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN TOURING PARTY

in association with Kirra Tours and enjoy a comprehensive coverage
of both Islands of New Zealand including the Bay of Islands, Auckland,
Waitomo Caves, Rotorua's Thermal area, Maori Concert, Wellington,
Marlborough Sound, Franz and Fox Glaciers, Queenstown, Milford Sound,
M Cook, Christchurch. The world in a nutshell - South Pacific Paradise,
High class accommodation with private facilities, all Dinners and

Breakfasts included.

From Sydneyto Sydney -$3,040.00 (Aust.)
Price from other States available on application.

For complete details write to:

M R Bowen, 130 Johns Road
WYONG NORTH NSW 2259

Phone: (02) 4352-1738 (after 6.00pm)

Lie. No.60355
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Volunteers get head-start in ministry

JSlaiasha.Percy

new ministry to the eld-
erly combining practical
care with Christian mis-

sion is being implemented at St

Paul’s, Castle Hill, inthe formofa
volunteer care force serving An-
glican Retirement Villages’
Donald Cobum Centre.

Volunteers are engaged in a
wide range oftasks such as read-
ing aloud, writing letters, taking
residents for walks, making beds,
playing the piano or just talking
to residents who are lonely. A
men’s group has recently begun
for residents and it is hoped that
a gardening project will also be
implemented in the future.

Ms Geraldine Tattersall, man-
ager of the Donald Cobum Cen-
tre explains that, ‘the aim is to
match the needs of the residents
with the talents of the volun-
teers’.

A key aspect of the program
is flexibility, with volunteers de-
termining their own time commit-
ments on any day of the week.
The ministry also aims to involve
people of all ages, even young
children.

“We’ve had families bringing
young children and it is amazing
what a difference they can make,”
Ms Tattersall explains.

This is one aspect of the min-
istry, that Mrs Sammy Jaas, a resi-
dent of the Centre, particularly
appreciates

“l love having children
around,” she said.

Volunteer Meredith Wills also
indicates the importance of in-
volving young adults in the min-
istry. “It’s especially important
to involve young people and to
get them to see that this is a min-
istry they can do,” she said.

aool

Places

choice of...

« Stanmore y
s Emu Plains \

Dapto \

Campbelltown

Toongabbie

Times

choice of...

e Fulltime or
parttime options

e Classes within
school hours

Starting

- Sem zj23rdJuly

Contact

for brochure...

ph9517 53S3

Nursing home resident Sammy Jaas with baby Carly Hudson,
Mamie Hudson (2 yrs) and Meredith Wiiis from St Paul’s, Castle
Hill. Pastoral ministry is something even young children can do.

The incorporation of St Paul’s
ministry into the Donald Cobum
Centre was the initiative of Joan
Elliot, a St Paul’s parishioner and
resident ofa hostel within the vil-
lage. Mrs Elliot learned of the
need for volunteers through a
conversation with centre manage-
mentwhile visiting a fiilend. After
gaining the support of the Rev
Hugh Cox from St Paul’s, Mrs
Elliot enlisted volunteers by
speaking at St Paul’s different
church services.

“It wasn’t at all planned. It
just came out of idle conversa-
tion and the next thing | knew |
found myselfwith this task. It was
a God-inspired idea that just fell
together,” Mrs Elliot said.

Ms Tattersall is ‘very heart-
ened and really encouraged’ by
the ministry so far, which offi-
cially started in early April with
an orientation session and has
now grown to involve 20 volun-
teers from St Paul’s. While Ms
Tattersall was concerned that in-
terest in the Care Force might
drop off, the young people are
bringing in new volunteers.

M ary Ajadrews

Ms Wills has found being part
of the Care Force ‘challenging’
and ‘something that requires pa-
tience’. “Old people don’t want
to feel rushed. Just being able to
listen is important,” she said.

Mrs Elliot sees this ministry
as ‘helping people to feel a part
ofthe community’. Mrs Elliot ex-
plains that, at an elderly age, peo-
ple feel cut off, so this ministry is
designed to bring community life
to them.

Ms Tattersall agrees. “When
someone comes into a nursing
home, they don’t have someone
over the back fence they can talk
to any more. It’s the personal con-
tact that we often take for granted
because we have it every day -
talking to someone at the shops
forexample.”

Hugh Cox, rector of St Paul’s
supports the ministry because he
sees it to be both essential and
valuable. “We ought never lose
sight of the fact that pastoral care
is the serious work of the church
and that no one, young or old,
should be considered to be out-
side this work,”

College

Training women to serve Christ and His church

COUISES

B iblical 8¢ Practical Teaching

Great flexibility i. choice

Subjects

choice of...
From Malachi to John

Gospel to the Ends of the Earth

OT Books
NT Books
Genesis to Kings

God’s Church in History
Managing our Ministries

...Isaiah 8e Daniel
..1 & S Thessalonians

...Job & Ecclesiastes

» Understanding God
» Pastoral Care

Foundations for Evangelism
Interpersonal Relationships

Explaining our Faith - Apologetics
Thinking about Christian Life & Ministry

ABN 62 829 772 463 A ministry of the Anglican Deaconess Institution Sydney Ltd ACN 069533482.
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CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE: Script - Christmas
rlnéjgécal play $15 (proven) ph 6746 |

HOLIDAY

LETTINGS

KILLCARE HEIGHTS: family holiday
home with magnificent beach and
ocean views. Sleeps 7to 9. Suitable
for large family, two families or
family with grandparents. Available
for December and January. Phone
(02) 9144 5202.

BEACH FRONT HOLIDAY UNIT:
Central Coast, glorious views.
Accommodates six. Available all year,
also weekends. (02) 9651-2902,
(02) 9651-3857.

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION -
WENTWORTH FALLS: Large com
fortable home, suitable 2 families/
small groups. Available weekly/

week-ends. Reasonable rates.
Enquiries (02) 9627-1850.
SYDNEY CBD LUXURY

FURNISHED APARTMENT: great
harbour views, 2 bedrooms, plus
swimming pool, parking. Available
for holidays and weekend lettings.
Ph 02 4739 1504.
WATERFRONT HOLIDAY HOUSE
AT WOY WOY: Luxury fully
equipped 3 br house with jetty
available for holiday and weekend
rental. Sleeps up to 7. Phone (02)
4739 1504 or (02) 9609 1479 for
more details.

BEAUTIFUL BLACKHEATH! Cosy 3
bedroom cottage, stroll to National
Mark. Sleeps 6+ Gas heat
Elec blankets. TV. Quiet spot
Very reasonable rates. Tel
(02) 9835-4261 Email
blackheath@matrix.aphid.net. WWeb
http://matrix.aphid.net/blackheath

400SA: Stylish 2 brm townhouse
by river &cafes, rc aircon, htd pool/
spa, tennis, bbg, modern facilities,
videos, linen. $435pw - off peak.
07 3289 7178.
ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE
GERRINGONG: 2 bedroom
duplex, clean, light, airy modern
Bcilities. 100m to beach. Ph (02)
9484-2869 after Spm.
ACCOMMODATION  KIAMA:
Holiday lettings - 2 broom security
unit; opp beach. Al mod cons;
accommodates 5. Tel: (02) 9579-
4573.
BEAUTIFUL HOLIDAY HOUSE
ivided into 2 flats at Gerroa (near
Kiama). Uninterrupted ocean &
seach views. 500 metres to beach.
02) 4234-0984, if unanswered
0407 912 169.

FOR LEASE
Office Space

Situated in
Macquarie Street,
Parramatta,

Next to Church Street Mall
are areas suitable for office
use from
23n7 to 50,

Rentals from $140 per week.
Enquiries to Agents,
Anthony or Martin Khoury
on 02 9687 2777
(Mob 0418 224600)

P A INTER

Church painter, interior/
exterior, difficult jobs
no problem.

All types of houses,
home unit blocks,
no job too big.

For free quotes ring
Don McKay
9962-4364

0418424 776

Gold licence no.91902
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Caring for our children

Research on why parents are choosing private education points to ‘care’ as the key issue.

SYDNEYextra

by michelle thomas

f two schools offer equivalent

academic levels and similar fa-

cilities, how do parents

choose between them?

Increasingly, it is on the ba-
sis of the kind of pastoral care
their child will receive, and the
sorts of values that will be ad-
vanced within the school envi-
romnent.

That’s the finding of both re-
searchers such as associate pro-
fessor Michael Carr-Gregg, who
provides expert advice for organi-
sations such as the Australian
Heads of Independent Schools
Association (AHISA), and the
schools themselves. Anecdotal
evidence abounds that parents
are expecting schools, particu-
larly independent and Christian
ones, to step in and fill the moral
vacuum that they feel surrounds
their children in modem society.

“Parents want to send their
children to schools that stand for
something,” said Stuart Quarm-
by, deputy headmaster (pastoral
care) at Broughton Anglican Col-
lege in Menangle.

The school has grown enor-
mously in recent years and now
boasts a long waiting list, as do a
number of other independent
schools in the area.

“Anglican Schools have be-
come a major area of gospel ad-
vancement,” said Mr Quarmby,
who believes there are five fac-

SINGLES
HAPPENING

"Building Significant Loving
Relationships"

Singles For Christ invites ail Single
& Single Again Men and Women
to three relaxing days in a lovely
bushland setting amidst Sydney's
famous Northern Beaches.
Featuring Positive Speakers,
Bushdance with live band.
Playback Theatre, Relationship
Workshops, Formal Dinner Dance
with DJ and opportunities to
socially network.

Previous participants said:

"The Holy Spirit was moving
this weekend."

"iI'm ieaving reiaxed, refreshed
and renewed."”

"Thank you for this Fantastic
Ministry!"

Date: Friday September 28 -
Monday October 1st

Venue: Elanora Heights
Conference Centre

Singles for Christ, PO Box 24
Parramatta NSW 2124

Phone: (02) 9893 7799
Early Birds: Save $!

Website:
vwwvsinglesfoxchrisLweboentral.comau

Former PM, Gough Whitlam defending public education earlier this year, (photo AAP/ Dean Lewins)

tors in this amazing growth, all of
which could be loosely linked to
student welfare. They are uni-
form (or ‘pride inbelonging’), dis-
cipline, pastoral care (where stu-
dents don’t ‘slip through the
cracks’), high academic stand-
ards (where there is an ‘environ-
ment conducive to learning’) and
Christian values.

“These are the reasons par-
ents give at interview as to why
they want their children to attend
the school,” he said. “Even if
they are not Christians them-
selves, they see that the school
has Christian, or ‘good, old-fash-
ioned’ values. They are saying
that the school can deliver what
the evening sitcoms and docu-
dramas can’t. With both parents

Call up and help
MINISTRY to
CHILDREN a n 7
YOUTH AN

$10a

month

access plan

with the

lowest call

rate available (22c and lic off
pecik) no surcharge, no catch eind
every call benefits Youthworks.

Call up 1300 30 1972
aep @network-phones.com.au

yes"” NETWORK .
OPTUS eOMMUKICATIONS

preminrH dealer

Help yourself and kids too!

Makram Khalit JP
Migraflon Agent ¢« Reg 61051

By appointment

10/56 Chandos Street
St Leonards NSW 2065

or at Strathfield

Tel: (02) 9746 1585

Fax: (02) 9764 2665

SPIRITUAL ASPECTS OF
GRIEF AND SUFFERING

A Seminar for Carers, Clergy and Health Workers will be given by
the well-known author and therapist

RUTH BRIGHT

At St Peter's Anglican Church, Hornsby
on Friday June 15th, 5.00-9.30pm
Registration $40 (Dinner, booklet etc) closes June 11
Send SAE for brochure to PO Box 161, Wahroonga 2076

working, or with a single parent
In two jobs, these days kids are
sometimes only picking up mo-
rality fi-omtheir peers and televi-
sion. They are looking to this
school to help them counter
some of that.”

He agrees that the role
schools are now expected to play
- fi*om teaching personal devel-
opment, sexual education and
drug awareness, to providing
counselling and guidance on ethi-
cal issues - has widened, but
emphasises that his preference is
always to work alongside par-
ents, strengthening their role.

The public education system
is painted into the background
in this scenario, losing students
to the independent schools with
the resources and motivation to
develop consistent pastoral care
models. The Department of Edu-
cation has exhaustive policy
guidelines on student welfare but
the details of their implementa-
tion are to a certain extent left to
each school. This can result in
some schools excelling in this
area, while others struggle.

The Rev John Mclint)re, rec-
tor of St Saviour’s, Redfem, and
a vocal advocate of the public
system, believes parents and stu-
dents get out of a school what
they put in. “(The level of pasto-
ral care in public schools) de-
pends on how much local com-
munities get involved, including
the local church,” he said, add-
ing that their church has made a
policy to be as widely involved
as possible in neighbourhood
schools, with a view to develop-
ing a presence in the community.

“The more we withdraw into
Christian schools, the more we

abandon the contribution we can
make into that area.”

Mr Mclintyre has been fight-
ing the proposed closure of two
government-run primary schools
in his Waterloo-Redfem parish,
which includes major public hous-
ing estates. If the closures go
ahead young children will be
forced to cross two dangerous,
major arterial roads as well as Al-
exandria Park, which could be
targetted by sex offenders.

The closures are not only a
‘child protection issue’, he said,
but a ‘further disincentive’ for
children from the public housing
estates to attend school.

Mr Mcintyre believes that
Christians should care about the
plight of such ‘besieged’ commu-
nities and not withdraw into pri-
vate, middle-class ghettos.

He also believes that, since
the public system is forced to deal
with whoever turns up on the
doorstep, it provides amore ‘life-
like” model for children and could
provide a better outcome for them
‘as human beings’ than would a
more protective pastoral care en-
vironment.

However, Mr Quarmby disa-
grees. “Parents send children to
a Christian school because it
means that influential adults and
peers reinforce a consistent world
view,” he said. “Our school draws
students from a wide variety of
social, cultural, economic and re-
ligious backgrounds and it is the
people most directly in daily con-
tact with them that can most ef-
fectively assist them in the con-
flicts that they face. Do these peo-
ple bring a godly, or a worldly
perspective?”

Gilbulla

iIn July

HSC Study Camp July 7th to 13th

Motel and mainhouse - $265
Budget Longhouse - $230

Family Holiday July 15th to 21st

Family rate - $725.00
Single/High School - $290, Primary - $146 and 3-5 years - $78
Rev John Webb, Director of Tanglewood Ministries
speaking to adults on "The Weather of the Heart"
Reflections on life from the Psalms

Super Youthworks Programs for High School and Primary

Phone 4633 8102
for brochures on both camps
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Heartofa leader

Primate, Archbishop, world traveller - and Oliver, Edward and Emily’s grandfather. MARGARET
RODGERS talks to the Most Rev George Carey, Archbishop of Canterbury, and finds a worldwide church
leader who still regards himself as essentially a parish minister and theological educator.

cross the Thames from
the Houses of Parliament
in London is Lambeth

Palace, the home of successive
Archbishops of Canterbury for
centuries. Commentators on the
boats that take tourists up and
down the river point it out, and if
there’s a flag fluttering on the flag
pole they are sure to say that the
Archbishop is in residence.

Above all, this is a sign ofthe
place of the Church of England
in the life of the English nation -
established, enmeshed in the
political process with its bishops
in the House of Lords, and with
the Archbishop of Canterbury,
the Primate of All England, one
of the nation’s chief citizens, in
the protocol lists next in priority
after the Royal Dukes.

The present incumbent in the
See of Canterbury, the Most Rev
George Leonard Carey, is the
103rd Archbishop, in a line that
can be traced back to Augustine
of Kent who arrived in Canter-
bury to evangelise the English in
597AD.

George Carey and his wife
Eileen, a former nursing sister,
live both in a flat at Lambeth Pal-
ace, and at their other Palace in

visits, bring a homelike touch to
the vast, ancient Palace at Lam-
beth.

The Archbishop is quick to
acknowledge with appreciation
the vital role Eileen Carey plays
in his own ministry. “If you want
to understand me,” he said, “you
must understand the crucial role
my wife plays in my ministry.” The
impression he conveys is of a se-
cure ‘team ministry’ ofmany years
duration and experience.

A graduate of Kings College
London and the London College
ofDivinity, Dr Carey had avaried
career in theological education
and parish ministry before he be-
came Bishop of Bath and Wells in
1988.

After an initial curacy at St
Mary’s, Islington, he served on
the staff of Oak Hill College
(1966-1970) and then movedto St
John’s College, Nottingham (from
1970). His seven year ministry as
Mcar of St Nicholas’ Church, Dur-
ham (1975-82) was noted for the
vibrancy ofthe congregational life
and the growth in membership
and renewal that marked the min-
istry. In 1982 George Carey was
appointed Principal of Trinity
College, Bristol.

“(Our youngest daughter’s) three little
ones, Oliver, Edward and Emily are with
us... They will leap on me, get me to read
books to them, and | love it.”

the Close of Christ Church Ca-
thedral, Canterbury. Such alife is
very distant in position and privi-
lege from George Carey’s early
days as son of a hospital porter
who lived in Bow in the East End
of London.

Married in 1960, the Careys
have two sons and two daugh-
ters, and nine grandchildren. The
sounds of childish laughter and
their scattered toys during their

Can you help?

The Rev Calvin Thielman served
for many years as the Minister
of the Presbyterian Church in
Montreat in which Dr Billy
Graham's family  have
worshipped. He is seeking to
acquire, if possible, copies of old
Scripture Union Notes written
either by Dr Graham Scroggie or
IMr Goodman.

If you can help in this regard |
would be grateful if you would
contact me on 02 4225 3332 or
at rhgoodhew(gbigpond.com.

Methodist Crusader
Choir of 1940s to 1970s
now available on a double CD

set for $30 by cheque or

money order payable to
G Moss and R Trinder,
to G Moss, 66 Malton Road,
Beecroft 21109.
Enquiries: 9869-2824
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Many were surprised when,
after just three years in Bath and
Wells, the relatively new diocesan
bishop George Leonard Carey
was appointed by the Queen, on
the advice of Prime Minister
Thatcher, to succeed Archbishop
Robert Runcie as Archbishop of
Canterbury.

On April 19thisyear, Dr Carey
celebrated the 10th anniversary of
his enthronement as Archbishop.

This conference
IS designed
for women

of all ages
who are keen
to grow

Archbishop George Carey

(photo: Anglican World / J Rosenthal)

Asked if given the chance to roll
back 10 years would he do it all
over again, he quickly responded
with an emphatic 'Yes’.

“Without hesitation | would
do so again, because I have never
been a person who shrank from
controversy or a difficult time. It
has been a far harder job than |
thought it would be, and the
brickbats and so on have been
tough from time,” he said. “But
thejoys by far outweigh the prob-
lems.

“I believe God has blessed us.
My job is complex and the over-
seas work is a very significant el-
ement. | have been encouraged
by so much of what | have seen
of Christ’s church in action
throughout the world, and in Af-
rican Christianity particularly, for
we see them with so little, and yet
their faith is so alive and real,”
the Archbishop said.

His role inthe Anglican Com-
munion means that Archbishop
Carey has travelled widely
through the provinces of this
worldwide Communion, and his

MARY Ain>tBWS COUIEGE

In Christian

maturity

exclusive next month

Archbishop Carey talks about:

his views on lay presidency

the importance ofthe Anglican Communion

the role of the Primates in Anglicanism

the recent Primates’ meeting at Kanuga, USA
will he retire in late 20027

ministry in the provinces on the
African continent has been of
deep significance. His visits have
been of spiritual and moral en-
couragement to the Anglican
Christians who face political dif-
ficulties and poverty isues that
are barely understood or appre-
ciated by most Anglicans in the
developed world. In Nigeria, the
Sudan and Rwanda, for example
he is hailed as a spiritual leader
who can speak to governments
on behalfofhis fellow Anglicans.

ne may wonder if Dr

Carey, the Archbishop of

Canterbury and world fig-
ure, ever feels tugged back to his
other spheres of experience in
parish ministry and theological
education? Which of all is clos-
est to his own heart?

“They have been very impor-
tant elements of my story, and
have actually helped to nurture
me and help my present ministry.
So I’ve never ever lost the feel-
ing that | am really a parish priest,
a parish minister who enjoys peo-
ple,” Dr Carey said. “I love noth-
ing better than to be with people
and to share the Christian faith
and gospel with them. And | love
teaching.

“l spent seventeen years in
theological education, so | love
books and reading. But that is
also part of my job, because in
the Diocese of Canterbury | lead

and hi rch

N Bible Studies from Hebrews 11

The Extreme Challenge: FAITH
~ S9th June - 1st July BOOI
Merroo Conference Centre, Kurrgyong

teaching missions, sometimes for
three or four days.”

“None of the things | have
done in the past have been for-
gotten, or arejust in the past, they
are very much part of my continu-
ing journey.”

In the midst of his many fac-
eted ministry with its varied and
competing elements and unceas-
ing travel, does George Carey
ever have time to be a father and
a grandfather?

“Yes, at the moment our
youngest daughter Lizzie and her
three little ones, Oliver, Edward
and Emily are with us [which ex-
plains the tricycle in the Lambeth
corridor!]. They will leap on me,
get me to read books to them,
and I love it.”

What does the incumbent at
Lambeth read to his grandchil-
dren - theology, CS Lewis? No,
he’s just like any other grandad.

“A book we shouldn’t have
bought a couple of years ago. It
has some funny rhymes, though
some of them are a mite scurril-
ous and a bit scatalogical. But
they are at an age when they like
nothing better than that, and
there’s ordinary nursery rhymes
for Emily, and a bit of Harry Pot-
ter for Oliver.”

So there we have it, Harry
Potter has even made it to the an-
cient halls of Lambeth Palace.

To be continued nextmonth.
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Election

Msionsplendid

In the second of his two-partarticle, JEREMY HALCROW asks nominees for Archbishop of Sydney - Archdeacon
Geoff Huard and Archdeacon Trevor Edwards -where the Diocese might be heading.

Election
Synod 2001

visit the new site:

he extra pressures of the
upcoming Election Synod
are certainly taking a toll on
the nominees.

After being up into the small
hours of the morning thinking
about my questions, Archdeacon
Geoff Huard is finally able to
squeeze in two minutes to give
me his response after returning
from his daughter’s university
graduation ceremony.

“Kylie’s graduation and hav-
ing a 3 month-old grand-daugh-
ter around have been a dehghtful
reminder of the joys of family at
this time,” he said.

While he finds it difficult to
identify one ‘key issue’ for such
a large and diverse diocese, he
sees ‘enhancing gospel ministry
in this changing city and diocese’
as particularly important.

“Ministry formation, lay train-
ing, church planting, cross-cul-
tural ministry, children’s and
youth ministry, pastoral support
for clergy, organisational struc-
ture, to name a few, will all help or
hinder local churches and minis-
try organisations in effective min-
istry. All ofthese will require the
Archbishop’s attention,” he said.

Bom in the UK, Archdeacon
Huard has extensive experience,
both in England and Australia,
ministering in what are usually
described as ‘difficult inner-ur-

By 30 June 2001 CMS

ban’ areas: disadvantaged, multi-
racial, multi-cultural. The Diocese
of Sydney has been a pioneer of
cross-cultural Anglican ministry,
and Archdeacon Huard has been
a major contributor to this work.
As an Archdeacon he has helped
develop some 15 ethno-specific
ministries, such as Chinese, Viet-
namese and Arabic speaking.

With this background it is not
surprising he believes that as a
Diocese, we need to focus our
thinking and energy on the bibli-
cal theme o f‘mission’.

“It is this that will equip our
diocese for the challenges and
opportunities ahead,” he said.
“The Lord Jesus Christ expressed
his command for His disciples in
these terms, “As you. Father, sent
me into the world, | have sent
them into the world” (John 17:18,
20:21). He held up His mission
deliberately and precisely to be
the model for ours.”

A plan for mission. Archdea-
con Huard believes, would, “be
characterised by humble service
and by adeep and sacrificial iden-
tification with lost and lonely hu-
manity. Mission covers every-
thing the church is sent into the
world to do. We are sent into the
earth to be its salt and into the
world to be its light. Itwill include
evangelism and social action as

it did for the Lord Jesus in His
mission.”

“A refocusing on ‘mission’
has to start with the biblical im-
derstanding of it, theological
training that is based around it,
organisational structures that
assist it, lay and ordained minis-
try that promote it and a multi-
faceted church that is demon-
strating it. In this way, the work
ofthe Gospel will be enhanced in
our diocese,” he said.

Tom Mayne, a lay Synod
member, believes Archdeacon
Huard is a ‘man of grace’ with a
similar style and views to Arch-
bishop Goodhew. He is ‘nota one
Issue man’ and ‘grasps the need
for change’. But he would imple-
ment change through ‘consulta-
tion not confrontation’.

“Having worked with him -
particularly on the Indigenous
Peoples Ministry Committee —I
know he has a real concern for
planting churches in Indigenous
and ethnic communities. The ur-
gent need for developing leader-
ship and ministry in these groups
Is often neglected,” he said.

arth Blake, the Diocesan
Advocate, has nominated
Archdeacon Trevor

www.anglicanmediasydney.asn.au

follow the links

-updated news

A i

- candidate profiles i

e media releases

externalmedia

the major issues confronting the
Diocese’.

Mr Blake believes a preoccu-
pation with internal matters has

Edwards because he has [Htkto increasing fragmentation of

‘skills and experience to deal with

evangelicalism in the Diocese.

£ |
« Ills \]

reports

This has hindered churches’ abil-
ity to effectively engage with an
increasingly hectic post-modem
society.

“Trevor is respected by all
shades of opinion in the Dio-

ta regch its target of

$3,320,000 to keep sending and supporting
beautiful feet’ around the world,

Send your donation to CMS now.
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continued from page 18

cese,” he said, adding that
Archdeacon Edwards has
the balance of parish and
Diocesan experience need-
ed to tackle that issue.

Archdeacon Edwards
believes the Diocese needs
to both ‘continue to do
what we do well, namely
proclaim Jesus as Saviour
and Lord’ but also ‘grow
loving, nurturing, gospel
sharing and living commu-
nities of faith.’

“l have been raised in
Sydney Anglicanism and
value my heritage, but be-
lieve at the moment we need
a fresh generosity of spirit
to those within our church
families and those without,”
he said. “We need to live
out the gospel in every
nook and cranny of this
great diocese. We need to
be uncompromising on the
essentials such as the
uniqueness of the person
and work of Christ and jus-
tification by faith, but more
relaxed on the edges, the
things which ultimately do
not matter for salvation. We
need to be outward looking
and work together coopera-
tively in the main task of
winning more people for
Christ.”

“1will continue to model
what | have called generous
evangelicalism, a kindness
and graciousness in rela-
tionships which | trust
commends Christ,” he said.

Training clergy is a key
consideration, says Arch-
deacon Edwards, who had
the weighty responsibility
for overseeing the recmit-
ing ofclergy for the Diocese
for the past seven years.

“We need to continue
to recmit clergy who are mis-
sion hearted, adaptable and
particularly able to minister
in some of the sub-groups
where our church has tradi-
tionally struggled,” he said.
“Generosity means a genu-
ine engagement with others
and so my approach is
marked by listening and
consultation, by negotia-
tion and cooperation so that
together we ensure that
more people come to Christ
and grow to maturity in
him.”

the process

1 The first ballot will decide whether
the nominees should be placed on
the Select List. Synod members
vote ‘Yes' or ‘No’ for each nomi-
nee. Those nominees who receive
a majority of ‘Yes’ votes in either
order (Clergy or Lay) will be placed
on the Select List.

2. The second ballot will decide
whether the nominees on the Se-
lect List should be placed on the
Final List. Synod members vote
Yes’ or 'No’ similar to the ballot on
the Select List. Those nominees
who receive a majority of ‘Yes’
votes in both orders (Clergy and
Lay) will be placed on the Final List.

3. Further ballots may be neces-
sary to produce a Final Listof 1, 2
or 3 names.

4. if there is only 1 name on the
Final List the President puts the
motion that the person be invited to
be Archbishop.

5. If there are 2 or 3 names on the
Final Listthere is a preferential bal-
lot held with the names listed on a
ballot paper for each order (Clergy
and Lay). 1 name must receive a
majority of preferences in both
Clergy and Lay to be invited to be

Archbishop.
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Election

Parish clergymen withdraw their nominations

The only two clergymen
currently serving in parish
ministry who were nomi-
nated for Archbishop of
Sydney have asked that
their names be withdrawn
from consideration.

Both the Rev Dr Glenn
Davies and the Rev Phillip
Jensen in withdrawing their
nominations, lent their sup-
port to Canon Peter Jensen,
principal of Moore Theo-
logical College.

Dr Davies, rector of St
Luke’s, Miranda, acknowl-
edged that his decision may
disappoint some people.

“l do not make the deci-
sion lightly, as | know that
some of those who nomi-
nated me still consider me
their first preference for the
position,” he said.

“However, | am firmly of
the view that Peter Jensen
Isthe man for the job. | have
publicly supported his
nomination and would want
to speak on his behalfin the
synod. For my nomination
to be active during the
synod debate would only
compromise my level of
commitment to his election
and would confuse people
who may draw the infer-
ence that | was competing
with Peter for the position.
Accordingly, | cannot con-
sider myself a nominee for
the position while Peter
Jensen is a candidate.”

“It is an extraordinary
honour to be nominated for
the office of Archbishop of
Sydney. My great sadness
in this decision is that I risk
the possibility of offending
those who nominated me,
in that they might wrongly
draw the inference that | do
not value their opinion of
my gifts and abilities. | re-
alise too, that withdrawing
my name from the election
prevents their casting a
vote for me as Archbishop.
Although | canvassed in
my own mind that the doc-
trine of the sovereignty of
God ought to allow my
name go forward, | also be-

final

Ven
Trevor
Edwards

Archdeacon
of South Sydney

age: 50

education:

ThL, DipA, ThSchol
(MTC): BA; MTh (merit)
(Syd): BD (London):

ministry:

Caringbah 1978-80
Broadway 1980-82
Hurst. Grove 1982-89
Camden 1989-96
Archd S Syd 1996-

The Rev Glenn Davies, and his wife Dianne, wanted to stay in parish ministry at St Luke’s, Miranda

lieve that in God’s sovereign
ways the opportunity for me
to decline is also a part of
the equation. If the oppor-
tunity to decline had not
been there, things would
have been different,” Dr
Davies said.

Ina letterto Synod mem-
bers, the Rev Phillip Jensen
said he had received a great
deal of encouragement to
allow his nomination to go
forward to Synod.

“It was put strongly to
me that to refuse nomina-
tion is to take out of the
hands of S)mod the oppor-
tunity to discuss and decide
whom Synod thinks is the
best candidate,” he said.
However he added that he
had confidence in his
brother, Peter, ‘as a more
than suitable person to fill
the office of Archbishop’.

“As | do not wish to see
the votes divided between
us, nor to see the houses of
Synod divided, and as |

list of candidates

Rjght Rev

Robert
Forsyth

Bishop
of South Sydney

age: 51

education:

BA (Syd); ThL, DIpA
(MTC); BD (London):
MTh (Syd)

ministry:

Glenbrook 1976-77
Adelaide 1978-83
Broadway 1983-00
Chap Syd Uni 1983-00
Bishop S Syd 2000-

have every reason to wish
to remain in my present la-
bours, | have decided to
decline nomination,” Mr
Jensen said.

Mr Jensen also ad-
dressed perceptions of his
relationship with Peter.

“We are not clones, but
have a healthy respect and
admiration for each other
and each other’s point of
view. Our disagreements
contribute to a very satis-
fying, mature sibling rela-
tionship. A choice between
us would be areal choice of
quite different ways of lead-
ing the diocese.

“Itwould be particularly
ill-informed and unwise for
Synod to make the choice
against either brother be-
cause of the other. Neither
of us have a Svengalian
hold over the other - who
and what you elect is who
and what you get.

Mr Jensen was espe-
cially critical ofmediareport-

Ven

G eoff
H uard

Archdeacon
of Liverpooi

age: 57

education:

DipTh (London); DMin
(NMTS,Chicago):

ministry:

Barking, UK 1970-73
Liverpool, UK 1973-76
Redfem 1976-89
Archd Syd 1989-93

Archd Liverpool 1993-

ing of the election.

“Itis not easy for Synod
members to prayerfully and
wisely choose amongst
candidates where there are
fears and suspicion. The
media paradigm of conflict,
aggression, power, politics
and ambition is awholly in-
appropriate way of thinking
about any of the nominees
or those involved in pro-
moting them for Synod’s
benefit. I know all the nomi-
nated candidates well, we
have all served on the
Standing Committee - meet-
ing monthly for several
years. Not one is known to
me to be anything like the
media hype of Machiavel-
lian plots and subterfuge.
We as s)mod members must
not allow the father of lies
to have the victory by giv-
ing any credence to these
defamatory misrepresenta-
tions.

“When people speak of
plans and intentions to di-

Rev D r

Peter
Jensen

Principai, Moore
Theoiogicai Coliege

age: 57

education:

MA (Hons) (Syd); BD
(London); ThL (MTC);
PhD (Oxford)

ministry:
Broadway 1969-76
Oxford, UK 1976-79
lect., MTC 1980-84
principal,

Moore College 1985-

vide the diocese or to take
the diocese out of the Na-
tional church or the Angli-
can communion, they are
speaking arrant nonsense
and repeating dangerous
deceits. | guess that I am the
most radical of those who
have been nominated, cer-
tainly considerably more
radical in approach than my
brother, and yet | would
have absolutely no inten-
tion of doing such things -
nor do | think it legally pos-
sibly or even a worthwhile
endeavour to pursue. | do
not ascribe motives to peo-
ple who repeat these lies,
but the consequences are
certainly damaging to the
cause of Christ in this dio-
cese. To vote on the basis
of them is to have been de-
ceived,” Mr Jensen said.

The full text of Dr Davies' and
Mr Jensen’s statements are
on the Anglican Media Elec-
tion Synod website.

Right Rev
Reg
Piper

Bishop
of Wollongong

age:59

education:
BSc(ANU): ThL (MTC):
BD (Melb College of
Divinity): DMin (Fuller)

ministry:

Willoughby 1966-69
LalorPark 1969-72
HursLGrove 1972-75
Kiama 1975-80
Adelaide 1980-93

Bishop, W'gong 1993-
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Positions Vacant

BCA Field Positions

romenroremet - Heat, Dust and Flies - Yes

Yy
But people’s hearts need to be reached with the wonderful news of

the Kingdom. Are you able to give a few years of your ministry along
the Birdsville and Strezleckie Tracks, or in the opal towns of Coober
Pedy, Andamooka and Mintabee?

People looking for the answers to life's dilemmas need to hear about
Jesus in a realistic down to earth way. Is this ministry of sharing
about Jesus something that God has laid on your heart to be involved
in?

The Bush Church Aid Society provides a unique opportunity with
great pastoral care support.

Contact: Bush Church Aid Society,
Level 7/37 York St Sydney (02) 9262 5017

Director of Cross Cultural Ministries
Wollongong Region

The Director will oversee:
» English for Life Programs
» Refugee Support Scheme
e Cross Cultural Ministries

The person will have a passion for Christ and his gospel, possess
cross cultural experience, be a good leader and manager.

Ministry begins 1st January 2002.
Applications and Enquiries -
Cross Cultural Ministries, Anglican Church Centre
74 Church Street, Wollongong NSW 2500

Phone: 4228 8402
Email: ccm@smartchat.net.au

Committed Christian Teachers

Armidale Anglican Diocese

is looking for expressions of interest from qualified teachers (high
school and primary) who are committed Christians, to work in our
Diocesan Schools in Armidale and Tamworth.

To register your interest or to talk more, please contact
Peter Brain (Bishop of Armidale)
on 02 6772-4491 (O) or 02 6772-4555 (H)
or email diocarm@northnet.com.au

YOUTH MINISTER

St Alban's Anglican Church, Lindfield
'Building Christian Community"

We are looking to appoint a full-time Youth Minister to commence
early 2002. An earlier start is possible for the right person. It is an
exciting position that involves responsibility for our Youth Church, an
extensive leadership team and a variety of other youth related
activities. The successful applicant should have a passion for youth
ministry, extensive experience with youth and had some theological
training.

For a job description and Parish profile contact the office on
9416-1703. Resumes should be addressed to Rev Michael Crichton,
7 Tryon Road, Lindfield 2070 or via email to stalbans@tig.com.au

FIGTREE ANGLICAN CHURCH

is an evangelical, growth oriented church
located in Wollongong

YOUTH MINISTER
Full time

The church is seeking to employ a youth minister to oversee
the Youth Service, high schools ministry and youth programs.

CHILDREN'S MINISTER
Full time

The Church is also seeking to employ a person with a great
love for children who will be responsible for overseeing and
developing all aspects of kid's ministry.

Positions will commence in early 2002.
For further information or a job description, phone
David Rietveld on (02) 4272-1322

Written application with resume to be received by 13/7/01,
David Rietveld, PO Box 7, FIGTREE NSW 2525

The Church values staff with leadership skiils, creativity
and a commitment to team ministry.

20 Southern Cross

Sutherland Shire
Christian School

Principal

The board of Sutherland Shire Christian School is inviting applications
for the position of Principal. Due to illness this position is expected to
become available in the near future.

We will be seeking a mature Christian person of reformed persuasion
with extensive experience inand vision for Christian education, including
the areas of administration, curriculum, staff development, pastoral
care and policy.

Sutherland isa Christian parent controlled. Kindergarten to matriculation,
Protestant, co-educational school with enrolment in 2001 of 770
students and a staff of over 70. Buildings and facilities are all modern
and well equipped. The school is located at Barden Ridge in a delightful
bush-land setting 25 km south of Sydney.

For more information about the school or the role of Principal, please
contact either the Business Manager, Bob East on 02 9543 2133 (BH)
or 02 9521 4632 (AH) or the Board President, Greg Jones on
02 9521 3088 (BH) 02 9520 8738 (AH) or visit our web site at
WWW.SSCS.nsw.edu.au

We see ourselves as an extension of the home, so that Christian
teaching given in the home is reinforced by the school ina non elitist
caring environment. Our aim is to strive for excellence in the academic
and personal life of all students so that they may reach their potential to
the glory of God and the enrichment of life.

Youth Minister

St Matthew's West Pennant Hills is looking to appoint a full-
time Youth Minister in January 2002. Position includes leadership of
established and dynamic youth ministry, training and support of
enthusiastic and committed youth leaders, high school outreach,
pastoral oversight of youth congregation, preaching and leading
services. The person we are seeking would work as part of the ministry
team and have a heart for prayer and the gospel.

Expressions of interest with resumes should be addressed
to:
Rev Peter Taylor
3A New Line Road, West Pennant Hills 2125
Phone: 9484 2937 Fax: 9484 0757
Email: stmatts@ar.com.au

ANGLICARE.

The Care that Changes Lives

FUNDING OFFICER

ANGLICARE provides an extensive ministry of care within
the Sydney region. Supporting a staff of 1100 and a budget
of $44m, our Corporate Services Division provides
centralised accounting services and financial control.

We are seeking a motivated person with at least three year's
experience in a similar position to fill this vacancy. You will
be located at Parramatta as part of our Corporate Services
Division. Your skills will include:

» computer literacy including experience with
computerised accounting packages and spreadsheets
general ledger reconciliation experience
preparation of financial reports
preparation and entry of journals
analytical skills
ability to work to deadlines
You will be an effective communicator and enjoy working in
a team environment. Progress with accounting studies would
be viewed favourably. This position offers a rewarding
opportunity for a person sympathetic to Christian values.
Please telephone Yvonne Roberts on 9895 8007 for a
copy of the selection criteria and job description, or
Mark Andersen on 9895 8040 with further enquiries.
Your written application, addressing the selection
criteria and citing other work achievements, should
be forwarded by 18 June 2001 to: Accountant
(Management), ANGLICARE NSW, PO Box 427,
Parramatta 2124.

For more information: www.anglicare.org.au

ANGLICARE is an equal opportunity employer.

Notice to all intended job applicants

It is an offence under the NSW Child Protection (Prohibited Employment) Act
1998 for a person convicted of a serious sexual offence to apply for a position
which involves contact with children or young people. Relevant checks of
criminal history, apprehended violence orders and previous disciplinary
proceedings will be conducted on recommended applicants to such positions.

CofEunder
the spotlight

Bishop Wallace Benn, visiting
from the UK to preach at this
month’s Election Synod, will
speak at a special conference on
‘The state of the Church of Eng-
land in2001".

All are invited to attend the
free conference, to be held at St
Swithun’s, Pymble on Tuesday,
June 12 from 9:30am-12pm.

After serving for 25 years in
parish ministry, Bishop Benn is
now the Bishop of Lewes and one
of two assistant bishops in the
Diocese of Chichester. A well-
known author and international
speaker, he is a member of the
Church ofEngland Working Party
on Women Bishops and the
Church of England Evangelical
Council, and is a Council member
ofReform.

Vacancy: Rector,
Austinmer Parish

Austinmer Anglican Parish

(20 min north of Wollongong):

* has 2 churches (modem and
traditional worship)

* is growing and includes
people of al ages

* has strong youth and
children's ministries

* encourages lay ministry and
community involvement

Our Rector, Matthew Pickering,
leaves on 1 July.

We invite expressions of
interest.

Pleae contact Mrs MCleary
ph/fax; 02 4268 2342

email: pjcleary@ozemail.com.au

St Hilary's Anglican
Church, Kew

is seeking a half-time

Children &
Families'
Worker

The position is available from
September. Job description
see www.shack.org.au.

Applications close 16 July.

Enquiries to Sue Bluett
12 John Street
Kew Vic 3101

Email: sueb@shack.org.au

Secretary /
Office Manager

St Barnabas Broadway,
a large active inner city Anglican
Church, requires a Secretary/
Office Manager.

Duties include a wide variety of
administrative tasks for the
Rector and Churchwardens.
Experience in secretarial and
administrative work, word
processing, databases,
accounting and payroll software
is essential. Applicants should
have excellent communication
skills and a commitment to the
ministry of the Anglican church.
Hours are less than full time and
can be negotiated. For further
information phone Rosie 02 9552
6621, 0417 238 513 or email
office@barneys.org.au.

June 2001
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More
evangelists
to reach a
lost Sydney

Stuart Robinson: following in
John Chapman’s footsteps.

The Department of Evangelism is
expanding its team ofevangelists
with the commencement of Stuart
Robinson and Claire Smith with
the Department last month. Direc-
tor of the Department, the Rev
David Mansfield, is also pleased
to announce the appointment of
Tim Bowden as the Department’s
inaugural ‘John Chapman Foun-
dation Evangelist’.

“We are grateful to God for
raising up such capable people
who will greatly assist the De-
partment in its work of providing
an evangelistic resource for par-
ishes,” Mr Mansfield said.

Stuart Robinson was Chair-
man of the Department’s Board
at the time the John Chapman
Foundation was established. The
Foundation was created with the
aim of employing more full time
evangelistic preachers. Mr
Robinson stood down as chair-
man when he left Sydney three
and a half years ago to work in
the Diocese of Europe.

During his time in Europe, he
was a pastor in Liege, a province
ofBelgium near Germany. He was
also Chair of both the Anglican
Council ofBelgium and the Chris-
tian Focus Committee, an inter-
denominational group in Belgium
with an evangelistic focus. Most
recently, he served as senior min-
ister at St Paul’s, Tervuren in Brus-
sels, an Anglican Church spon-
sored by the evangelical organi-
sation called Intercontinental
Church Society.

He says his time in Bmssels
taught him the importance of see-
ing evangelism as a process
rather than as events.

“l learned by practice and by
observation that churches need
to conduct courses and programs
to help people from move from
being outsiders to active disci-
ples,” Mr Robinson said.

Mr Bowden is presently sen-
ior student at Moore Theologi-
cal College and works as a stu-
dent minister for the Department.
He will begin full time woik as the
‘John Chapman Foundation
Evangelist’ when he finishes his
studies at the end of the year.

Mr Bowden says he is both
humbled and privileged by the
opportunity to work fiill time as
an evangelist.

Claire Smith will be assisting
Lesley Ramsay in the already
busy and growing area of wom-
en’s ministry and evangelism.

June 2001

Aboriginal bishop to retire

Anglican Aboriginal leader.
Bishop Arthur Malcolm, has in-
dicated he will hand on his pas-
toral staff to a new Aboriginal
bishop on September 16 at St
Alban’s,Yarrabah, in Queensland
during this year’s meeting of In-
digenous Anglicans.

James’ Cathedral, Townsville in
1984 and consecrated Bishop
with special responsibility to
Aboriginal people in 1985 - the
first and, to date, only Aboriginal
Bishop in Australia.

During this time he devel-
oped an outstanding leadership

ANGLICARE.

The Care that Changes Lives

CHAPLAINS

He was made a Canon of St  amongst Aboriginal people.

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER

NEW CHURCH FACILITY -
VALUE $1 - 1.5m

KELLYVILLE / ROUSE HILL

Expressions of interest are sought from suitably qualified companies
or individuals to work with the Parish of Kellyville/Rouse Hil to construct
their new ministry centre in Kellyville. We currently have plans in
Council for DA approval. The work will likely include church, halls, car
park, road works, landscaping and two rectories.

The company or person would assist the Design Development team to
ensure the design resolution is the most efficient to construct and then
be responsible for the construction and delivery of the project.
Attendance at Design Development meetings will not be required.

We expect that sub-Contractors would be engaged by the Construction
Manager and the project costs would be on an open-book policy.

The construction cost would be run against a definitive cost plan,
prepared by the Church's Quantity Surveyor.

In the first instance, please write, setting out in detail;

* Your approach to such a project.

* Your experience in this construction technique.

* Your experience in church construction and projects of this size.

» How you would expect your contract to be structured regarding
payment.

We will call for pricing in the near future from a select list of pre-

registered individuals or companies, with construction to commence

late 2001.

Please submit your details to;

The Church Building Committee
PO Box 29
KELLYVILLE 2155

By 11 June 2001

For further details contact Ken Sangster (02) 9630 0148
during business hours.

St Luke's Miranda is seeking to employ a full time Music Director
from the beginning of 2002, or earlier if possible.

The position offers a challenging ministry opportunity for a musically
trained person with pastoral skills in training and developing musicians
and singers to use their gifts for the edification of the congregation and
the glory of God.

The position carries a flexible remuneration package. Afull job description
is available upon request.

Applicants are invited to submit their resume along with two references
to the Churchwardens, St Luke's Anglican Church,
PO Box 26, Miranda NSW 1490. email; office@stlukesmiranda.org.au.

Applications close 30th June 2001.

SECRETARY/PA

We are seeking a motivated Secretary/PA whose main
responsibility will be to provide secretarial duties to the Legal
Officer in the Secretarial Division of the Anglican Church
Administration Offices.

The successful applicant will have strong keyboard and dictaphone
skills with a desire to expand their skills and responsibilities in a legal/
administrative environment. Knowledge of WordPerfect would be
advantageous.

Conveniently located near Town Hall Station, offering excellent working
conditions and a competitive salary, this isa great opportunity for someone
who is diligent, pays attention to detail and can meet strict deadlines.

Our culture suggests this position would suit a committed Christian.

Written resumes outlining your background and experience should be
forwarded to the General Manager, Finance & Administration at;

SYDNEY DIOCESAN SECRETARIAT
PO Box 0190
QVB Post Office NSW 1230

E-mail; frw@sydney.anglican.asn.au

ANGLICARE is currrently seeking motivated and caring
persons to be appointed as full-time Anglican Chaplains at
both the Royal North Shore Hospital and the Westmead
Hospital.

You will minister to patients, families and staff working in
close co-operation with an ecumenical chaplaincy team. You
will be part of ANGLICARE's Chaplaincy Department which
currently consists of 29 chaplains and will enjoy the
encouragement and support this provides.

You should preferably be an ordained minister of the Anglican
Church of Australia with relevant experience in pastoral
ministry. Some training in the social sciences would be an
advantage.

It is an offence under the NSW Child Protection Act for a
person convicted of a serious sex offence to apply for these
positions. Relevant employment screening will be conducted.

If you wish to receive more information about these
positions piease contact the Director of Chapiaincy,
ANGLICARE on (02) 9895 8071. Written appiications with
a CV shouid be forwarded to The Director of Chapiaincy,
PO Box 427, Parramatta NSW 2124 by 15 June 2001.

For more information; www.anglicare.org.au
ANGLICARE is an equal opportunity employer.

Two CARINGBAH ANGLICAN CHURCH

Full-tim e
Ministers

We are seeking to fill two full-time ministry positions.

Assistant/Associate Minister

Requires an ordained person. Wil involve a full range of parish
ministries (pastoral oversight of a congregation, preaching, service
leading, leading strategic ministry areas). To start from September
2001.

Youth Minister

Suitable for a lay or ordained person. Leadership of established
youth ministry, training of youth leaders, high school outreach,
pastoral oversight of youth congregation, preaching and leading
services.

A house and full stipend is provided with both positions.

Expressions of interest with resumes should be addressed to Rev
Stephen Ffer, 12 Combara Avenue, Caringbah 2229 (9524 6112)

CRANBROOK SCHOOL

Assistant Chaplain

Applications are invited for the full-time position of
Assistant Chaplain at Cranbrook, an independent school
for boys inthe Anglican tradition. Its dynamic Chaplaincy
team is innovative and has developed imaginative ways
of working in this diverse school community.

The Assistant Chaplain will be Anglican, preferably
ordained, with experience in teaching secondary
religious education. The successful applicantwill assist
the Chaplain inworship services, pastoral care, the RE
teaching programme and associated areas across the
whole school (K-12), and will be appointed from the
beginning of Term 3,2001.

Applications are being considered at present. Details
may be obtained by contacting the Chaplain, Rev David
Hayman, on (02) 9327 6864.

Applications on plain paper (no plastic folders please)
should be addressed to the Headmaster, Cranbrook
School, 5 Victoria Road, Bellevue Hill NSW 2023.
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LIGHTERI

thumbs up h

The world's first mobile
phone religious service rang
out across Germany last
month. The 45 minute
service at Hanover
Evangelical Youth Church

with jeremy halcrow

Kids’ ministry is possible

Brothers Wade
and Joel ledema,
also known as
‘The Scooter Two’,
have released
their second CD.
Noting a lack of

was relayed by SMS text
message. The Rev Stefan
Heinze said he wanted to
use mobile phone
technology, which is very
popularamong young clubs or beach
people, to reach nominal missions, What
Christians. Was Impossible
was deliberately
written to fillagap
in the Christian

children’s songs
that can be used
in purely evange-
listic settings
such as kids’s

The Rev George Capsis,
chaplain to The Sharks
Rugby League team,
launched his federal
election campaign at
Cronulla Leagues Club on
May 16. As a weightllfter
In the 1970s and 80s,
George refused to take
steroids, probably costing
himself a spot at the
Olympics. He will head the
Christian Democratic
Party’s Senate ticket.

take steps
towards

healing

Sexual misconduct
BY Church Workers

God sets very high standards. The Bible says we must be ‘imitators
of God’. The Apostle Paul said this means, “There must not be even
a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed,
because these are improper for God’s holy people. Nor should there
be obscenity, foolish talk, or coarse joking, which are out of place,
but rather thanksgiving. For of this you can be sure: No immoral,
impure or greedy person - such a man is an idolater- has any
inheritance inthe kingdom of God.” (Ephesians 5:3)

Sydney Diocese has established formal procedures to deal with
sexual misconduct.

Persons aggrieved by the sexual misconduct of a church
worker - whether they are an ordained or lay person - can
report it.

This will cause these formal procedures to be activated. What
happens next is set out inthe Sexual Protocol documents. Fora
free copy, ring Carol Newton or Philip Gerber, Professional
Standards Unit (02)9265 1514.

To make a report, ring or write (marked ‘confidential’) to one of the
appointed Contact Persons. They are:

Sue - psychologist. Northern Suburbs
(02)9874 9043

Richard - social worker. Blue Mountains
(02)4751 6457

Margaret - social worker, Wollongong region
(02)42281007

Nicola - counsellor. Northern Beaches
(02)9970 8392

Jenni - social worker. Eastern Suburbs
(02)9326 3172

POSTAL ADDRESS:

C/O PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS UNIT, PO BOX Q412
QVB POST OFFICE NSW 1230.
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children’s music market. The album features full lyrics to all the
songs, along with backing tracks allowing songs to be sung in
various meetings. Wade, who is studying at Moore College,
describes the CD as a ‘Christianity Explained for children’, as itis
written for children (and their families) who have little idea of the
gospelmessage. Thealbum deals with many ofthe Bible’s central
ideas - such as creation, the promisesof God, the uniqueness of
Christand the importance ofthe resurrection - butinlanguage
that children will understand. Southern Cross has 10 copies of
What Was Impossible to give away to churches and people
involved in children’s ministry. The first ten readers to caii us on
(02) 9265 1518 will receive a free copy of the CD.

Australian survivor Hves to ten the tale

He may have had his hands burnt on Survivor I, but Mike
Skupin has landed on his feet back home, and has been
putting his new-found fame to good use. Skupin is President of
a Christian Software company, and recently made available a
free electronic version ofthe NIV Bible via the Internet. He has
also been busy visiting churches across the USA, speaking of
how his time inthe Australian outback changed his priorities
and brought him closer to God. Skupin is one of four Survivor Il
castaways identified as being Christian, along with eventual
winner Tina Wesson, Rodger Bingham and Elisabeth Filarski.

And you think we take our sport seriously?

The Liberian Government is leaving no stone unturned in its bid
to secure a firstever soccer World Cup berth for the national
team. Priorto a key matchup with main rivals Nigeria, the
Liberian squad included the government’s Religious Advisorand
a praying party. The Nigerians countered by arranging for
prayer sessions of their own and asked all Nigerians to pray for
the team. For the record, Nigeria won the game 2-0.

Aslan and the Narnians live on

More than 50 years after C.S. Lewis penned the first of his
Chronicles of Narnia, new books based on the characters are
to be commissioned. Lewis’s stepsons will co-operate with
publisher HarperCollins to bring out new novels and picture
books for today’s children. The publishers say the books will
not be sequels and will not seek to mimic Lewis’s style, but
will use the existing characters and will feature storylines that
“fill in the gaps of existing ones.”

Christian Literary Scholarship

Announcing the inaugural Mabel Anne Bladon Literary Scholarship, valued at $10,000, for the "development or
completion of a brilliant idea for communicating Christ and inspiring people to grow in the Kingdom of God".

Applicants are requested to submit a clear outline of their purpose and need for their type of publication. They
must explain in detail how their project will "communicate Christ and/or inspire people to grow inthe Kingdom
of God". The "target audience” must be clearly stated and an explanation presented in regard to how the
publication will "make a real contribution to Australian Christian literature™.

Applications must be received no later than 31st July, 2001 and must be limited to no more than three pages.
The winner will be announced in October, 2001.

For further details contact:

Mabel Bladon Christian Fellowship - Literary Scholarship
C/- PO Box A287, Sydney South NSW 1235
John Cross (02) 8268 3328 or johnc@youthworks.asn.au

There are some
excellent reasons
using quality childcare

Communicare Sydney has been
providing quality services for our
children and families for over a
century. All our centres operate on
the belief that children have the
right to be safe and protected -
children also have the right to be

respected, happy and secure.

Communicare works in conjunction
with our local authorities to bring
the highest quality childcare to
Sydney's suburbs.

comimuniCare

SYDNEY children’s services

SYDNEY RESCUE WORK SOCIETY
RESO06GIAB

FOUNDED 1882

(We've shown you several in this advertisement)

A NETWORK OF CARE

Communicare's services form a netwrk of core.

Rockdale/Kogarah + Rockdale/Kogarah Family Child Care « Turrella Long Day
Care « Roslyn Hall Long Day Care ¢« Out-of-School Hours and Vacation Care

Concord - out-of-School Hours and Vacation Care « Ardili House Long Day Care

Strothfield - kurralee children's Centre « Strathfield/Burwood Family Child Care

« Strothfield Sessional Pre-School

Parramatta ¢ ardili Family Centre ® Parramatta Family Child Care ® Kinder Kapers

Pre-School

Wetherill Park . smithfield West Out-of-School Hours and Vacation Core
Safehaven 2000 ¢ a project to provide accommodation and support services for
the victimiof domestic violence and child abuse

Kra-Mar House, 2/23 Beimore
Street Burwood NSwW 2134
Telephone: 02 9745 1855
Facsimile: 02 9745 1586

Christians, sharing
the load...

ACN 000073 870

June 2001


mailto:johnc@youthworks.asn.au

Reality TVpromotes a culturewhich sees people asdisposable

continued from page 24

them with copious amounts of al-
cohol and other temptations, and
train cameras 24 hours a day on
their every move - including in
the bedroom, shower and toilet.

Sally Loane, writing for The
Sydney Morning Herald on May
7, said the program has ‘set new
standards in plumbing the depths
of taste’.

“As | ’ve written before many
times, this sort of rubbish is not
as offensive or damaging as the
creeping levels of explicit vio-
lence on the nightly news or the
media intrusions into private
grief of the bereaved,” she said.
“But the fact that Channel 10
doesn’t see Big Brother as
breaching community standards
code set and self-regulated by the
networks, and the fact that it is
promoted heavily by the News
Ltd newspapers, tells me that, as
a society, we’re not only becom-
ing desensitised to grossly ex-
plicit public sex talk and the ever-
present F-word, but to the glori-
fication of inarticulate stupidity.
And there is something else lurk-
ing in this program far more dan-
gerous and dark than that - a
shallowness and desperation, a
lack of humanity and respect for
others as human beings.”

Compared to the voyeuristic
Big Brother, Survivor looks more
like an innocent game of
Scattegories. Yet some Christian
commentators have also been
critical ofSurvivor. Chuck Colson
neatly summed it up as ‘survival
of the shrewdest’. With a million
dollar prize in offing and people
voted offthe program each week,
the show is set up to play to peo-
ple’s selfishness.

In a straw poll Southern Cross
conducted of ‘reality TV’ watch-
ers, an overwhelming number
admitted they watched such pro-
grams because of the enjoyment
they got from judging the
behavior of the contestants. We
love to watch other people fail
because it makes us more com-
fortable with the mess we make
of our own lives.

The last series of Survivor,
then, is also a cautionary lesson
for viewers. Deb, the first person
voted off the program, faced a
media frenzy when she returned
to the US, which she claimed has
mined her life and shattered her
self-confidence. She believes the
American public has judged her
unfairly. Similarly, inthe UK some
of the people rejected during the
Big Brother program have needed
substantial counselling to re-
cover from the experience.

The Rev Rob Miller speaking
at a recent Sydney University
Evangelical Union conference
labeled programs such as Survi-
vor and Big Brother as ‘Darwin-
lan game-shows’.

“There is a real thematic con-
nection here between reality TV
and game-shows such as the
Weakest Link,” he said. “The
elimination of the ‘weakest con-
testant” works, not only as a dra-
matic device that heightens ten-
sion and conflict, but seems to
tap into widely held notions of
philosophical naturalism. These
programs seem to reflect an ac-
ceptance in the popular mind of
certain aspects of evolutionary
theory, however vaguely under-
stood. Note too that Sale of the
Century now also eliminates its
weakest player. Ideas of ‘Social
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Darwinism” have been around for
a long time, perhaps they are now
gaining an unprecedented level
of broad-based support.”

“The question is, although
this may be a fim way to mn a
game-show, will it become our
mindset - our way of running so-
ciety - and thinking about our
lives and relationships?” said Mr
Miller. “We need reminding that
Nazi Germany was to some extent
run on these principles and the
outcome was the elimination of
the handicapped, homeless and

mentally ill, the marginalisation of
the elderly and the glorification
of youth.”

Mr Miller says the Bible has
the antidote to this ‘might isright’
mentality.

“In the Bible, we see that God
demands that that the strong and
wealthy show mercy and gener-
osity to the weak and poor. We
also see that Jesus has good
news for the poor, weak and im-
prisoned. Jesus’ good news is for
those of us who are ‘weak links’.
His message is that those who

abuse their power will be judged
by God.

“It 1s cmcial that, as Chris-
tians, we affirm our createdness.
We are made as social creatures
to mutually care for and support
one another, not destroy or ex-
ploit each other. We were made
inthe image ofour Trinitarian God
for mutual relations of love and
grace,” Mr Miller said.

See also Trash TV: we get what
we want’ by Jeremy Halcrow in
Southern Cross, October 2000

SPORTSI

The sport section forthe
June edition can be read
on ourwebsite;
www.anglicanmediasydney.
asn.au

This month Geoff Robson
looks at the growing
controversy inthe US
secular media overthe
openly evangelistic
comments made by some
leading Christian
basketball stars

0 Sponsoring four chilgren

letters from her sponsors and receiving gifts on her

It Is truly amazing how one sponsorship could change

so many Uves.

Over twenty years ago, when Brisbane couple,
Marilyn and Graham Jensen, first began sponsoring
young Fijian girl Saroj Sami, they would have had no
idea of the far-reaching effects of their sponsorship.

Saroj, whose parents divorced when she was 10
months old was rejected by her stepfather who wanted
nothing to do with ‘another man’s daughter.’

When sponsored, she was overwhelmed by the fact
that, though receiving no support at home, she was
being helped by someone who didn’t even know her.,

Saroj remembers being fitted for her new school
uniforms, singing songs in Sunday School, reading the

Y E S! iwish to sponsor a needy child. Please send me a sponsor
information pack, including a photograph of a child who needs me.

| prefer to sponsora 0 Boy 0 Girl
Name
Address
state Postcode
Telephone (h) ( ) w) J)
" lenclose acheque of $_____ for, _ months, based on: 1 $36 a month,

OR Please debit my: 0 Bankcard

Visa 0  MasterCard 0 AMEX

0 lcannot sponsor now, but would like to make a donation of $

birthday and at Christmas.

She accepted Jesus as her saviour while a teenager.
Her mother, formerly a Hindu, eventually became a

Christian, as did her husband.

Having settled in Australia, Saroj always wanted to
sponsor children through Compassion, and began doing
so once her husband came to Christ.

Saroj sees her Compassion sponsorship as a fitting
way to help pass on the many benefits it brought to
her and has extended her family’s generosity to four

needy children.

You too can realise the very special rewards of
becoming a Compassion sponsor. Please phone
1800 224 453 or send the coupon today.

Signature

80 °8

Expiry date___ |

Please debit my card 1 once @

CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE
Box 1 Hunter Region MC NSW 2310

Www.compassionaust.com.au

monthly

i
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CULTUREwW atch

Forchildren kindness still matters

Shrek. PG

ne of the special
O senses of a child is
the ability to recog-

nise beauty as something in-
herently shaped by the in-
ner qualities of character.

Something happens to
us when we depart child-
hood which damages this
clarity ofvision. It’s like we
lose our visual depth - our
concept of beauty becomes
superficial, defined largely
by what we can see, and
only then within a limited
frameworic.

The celluloid heroes of
adults in this increasingly
visually-dependent media
age have, more often than
not, demand that we count
physical attractiveness as a
non-negotiable trait. Kind-
ness, generosity and good-
ness are optional extras.

Which brings us to
Shrek. The hero of this ir-
reverent fair)dale is a caus-
tic, stinky, green ogre. Infact
it’s fair to say that Shrek’s
been beaten about the head
with the ugly stick a few too
many times. Beautiful he is
not, at least not to start with.
He’s too caught up in his
own misery to be attractive.

Based on the award-
winning children’s book by
William Steig, Shrek takes
the standard fairytale of a
knightly quest and a dam-
sel in distress and imbues it
with raucous humour and a
surprising amount of depth.

The quest itself is of-
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fered and accepted with no
small degree of reluctance.
The swamp that Shrek
(voiced by Mike Myers)
calls home has literally been
swamped with fictional
characters.

Three blind mice, home-
less pigs, a wolfdressed up
as a grandma plus hundreds
more similar creatures have
landed on his doorstep as
evil Lord Farquaad (John
Lithgow) tries to rid the land
of anything out of the ordi-
nary. To get his swamp
back, Shrek has to rescue
Princess Fiona (Cameron
Diaz) from a fire-breathing
dragon and bring her back
for Farquaad to marry.

Accompanying the
grouchy loner on his mis-
sion is the garrulous and
boisterous talking donkey.
Donkey (Eddie Murphy).

With allusions to every-
thing from Beauty and the
Beast to The Matrix, Shrek
Is consciously pitched as
much to adults as it is to
children. It follows the tech-
nique developed and per-
fected by The Simpsons -
there’s enough broad, slap-
stick-style humour to
amuse the kids, which is
overlaid with enough satire
and subtlety to keep the
adults entertained. Indeed,
at my screening it was the
grown-ups who laughed
loudest and clapped long-
est.

The nature of the hu-
mour will be an issue for

some, depending on your
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debate on the effect of car-

gusting habits who has dis-

sarah
barnett

FiILMreview

view of where earthiness
ends and crudity begins,
Also aproblem could be the

level of violence associated
with much of the humour,
I’m not up to speed with the

toon violence on children
but it seemed excessive for
younger viewers. However,
| may be over-reacting.
Shrek is a film about
transformation. At the start
of the film Shrek is a fat,
green ogre with some dis-
gusting habits. At the end
of the film Shrek is a fat,
green ogre with some dis-

covered a capacity for kind-
ness and love.

While the adult world is
often fixated by getting fit-
ter, looking younger and
maintaining the body beau-
tiful, it’s often the world of
the child that focuses on
the worth of becoming
kinder, giving more of one-
self and showing love.

A throw away society

Reality TV reflects a culture that
increasingly sees people as disposable.
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souNDDbites

wo lovers stand on a stage
ina front ofa live audience,

I with guns pointed at each
other. They have been manipu-
lated into this dilemma by the host
of a TV show called The Con-
tender.

This climatic scene is from the
new movie. Series 7, which paro-
dies - although rather superfi-
cially and gratuitously - the ‘re-
ality TV’ genre.

The degree to which reality
TV programs - which place real
people in contrived situations for
dramatic effect - are manipulated
by producers are endless: the
personalities of the chosen con-
testants, the rules of the game,
the editing of certain moments.
But what is more disturbing is
something Series 7 only hints at
- the way reality TV programs,
such as Popstars, Survivor and
Big Brother and gameshows

such as The Weakest Link and
even Sale ofthe Century reflect
a culture where human beings are
seen as disposable.

With its place on the extreme
end of the trend, it is no surprise
that even secular commentators
have been scathing of Big
Brother. Its conceit is disturb-
ingly simple. Lock 12 young peo-
ple in a ready-made house, ply

continued on page 23
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