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HOW

from the

OXFORD defeated LN DRY LA)V

DEBATE.
Oxford University debaters, led by Mal-
colm J. MacDonald, son of the British Pre-
mier, were defeated recently by the Uni-

versity of Cincinnati team on the suhject,
“Resolved, that this house is oppo.sed to Pro-
hibition." The British team took the affirm-
ative. The audience, by a vote of 1714 to
G98, went oji record as supporting the pre-
sentation of the view that Prohibition is
improving the condition of society.

The victors showed that “anti-social evils
require restriction,” and concluded that, as
the liquor traffic constituted an “anti-social
evil,” it should be restricted.—News item,
“Christian Science Monitor.”

HEAVY SENTENCE FOR DRUG
t . PEDDLER.
' Baggio Dandrea, of Brooklyn, who was
recently found guilty of selling and in pos-
session of narcotics, was sentenced by Judge
fmInch to fifteen years- in the Federal
tentiary in Atlanta, and a fine of 1000 dol-
lars. Dandrea has a criminal record dating
back to 10l0.,—Report to
D Haynes from Narcotic
‘P Paoetta.
p not a good citizen.

It is sometimes said that good citizens aie
violating the law. It is not true. The man
who violates the Prohibition law is not a
good citizen. He has made his -money under

Peni-

Commissioner
Agent Salvatore

the protection of the United States law,
maintained his home under its protection,
and owes it gratitude. When a rich man

conspires to violate -the law he makes him-
self a peculiarly obnoxious mucker,—Edi-
torial, “Arizona Sunbeam."”
SALE OF ANOTHER JAIL SOUGHT,
Prohibition is likely to result In the sale
« ~of another Ma.ssachusetts Jail, following the
clo-sing and sale of the Middlesex County
jail In Lowell recently. Proposaks are to be
'Smade to the Worcester County commission-

i ers to sell the county Jail in Fitchburg, which

[ has been closed for some time.—News item,
m; “Schenectady (N.y.l Union Star.

V dry pact with ITALY RATIFIED.

, The new liquor treaty between the United

' Slates and Italy, simila,r to the Anglo-

American liquor convention, is now effective

as a result of the exchange of ratifications

) of the treaty at the State Department. The

;purpose of the tretity is to prevent iUegal

, importation of intoxicating liquors on Italian

vessels.

Secretary Hughes represented this country

[l and the Italian Ambassador, Gelcsio Caetani,

the Government of Italy, in making the ex-

itchange. The treaty was signed June.. 3 last,
lafid was ratified by the American Sentite
the next day.

The United States has negotiated treaties
of this soH with eight nattbns--Great BHt-
- aim France, Italy. Norway, Denmark, Sweden,

Panama and the Netherlands.—News

New York Times.”

item.

PROHIBITION

W ORKS

DAlly press.

JUDGE IMPOSES 6500 DOLLARS FINES
IN LIQUOR CASES.
Fines totalling GHOO dollttrs were imposed
'by Judge Frank H. Kerrigan in the United
States District Court in one day on defend-

ants convicted of violating the national Pro-

hibition law. Fines ranged from 300 dollars
to 600 dollars each.—"Sacramento (Caiif.)
Chronicle.”

UNITED STATES SECURES RIGHT TO
SEIZE RUM CARS.

A decision was handed down recently in
the Federal Court at New Haven by Judge
Eiiwin S. Thom'as, which it is believed will
have a marked influence in the attempt to
curb illegal transitortation of liquor through-
out this United States district.

The New Haven Judge overruled claims of
defendants in a case involving the right of
the Government to confiscate automobiles of
bootleggers in which untaxed liquor has been
found. Under the decision the Government
will he able to confiscate any vehicle trans-
porting untaxed liquor despite any condi-
tional ownership of the car.—News item,
"Hartford (Conn.) Courant.”

PROGRESS OF PROHIBITION.

The next Congress will witness an initia-
tion, of further legislation tor the enforce-
ment of the law. But while such action is
necessary and meritorious, the ultimate
triujuph of this law will rest, not on a more
rigorous use of the police power, but.upon
a wider education of the people to the awful
menace to individual happiness and national
prosperity resulting from liquor. No man
ever suffered loss of personal dignity, health,
or fortune from breaking away from the
liquor habit. No nation can fail to gain in
prosperity and influence if it shall rigorously
ban the liquor trade from any place within
its borders.

Economically Prohibition has been the sal-
vation of the United States in the last de-

cade. It has enaHiled its people to bear the
burdens of taxation and pos't-war prices.
It has increased the productiveness of
American labor. It has lessened the lawless-
ness and turned Jails into factories and
schools. It has ruined whisky distillers and

brewers and quadrupled deposits in savings
'‘banks. It has made the nations of the world
ask each other if a drinking people can ever
compe'te with a sober people, and the more
'the record of the United States to-day is
studied the louder the negative answer to
that question will be.—Editorial, “Christian
Science Monitor.”

LABOR MADE MORE POWERFUL.

“Labor’s welfare depends upon the pros-
perity of the nation and upon the ability to
secure its proper share in the profits of in-
dustry, In this .struggle during the past five
years. Prohibition has rendered a signal ser-
vice. Booze never secured or held a worth-
while Job for any workingman. Sobriety,
industry and thrift have made Labor more

powerful, more successful and more pros-
perous.

“With the removal of the saloon, the per-
sonal health, trade efficiency and well-being
of such workers as once patronised them,
has been increased. This has m..ide possible
increased mass production, lowering the cost
of production and the price to the consumei
in many cases, thus enlarging the market for
such goods, creating more Jobs to be filled,
and giving the worker a legitimate claim
upon his portion of the augmented profits.

“A drinking fellow-workman is a menace.
His elimination greatly reduced industrial
accidents, thus adding to the safety of the
workers by cutting production costs and in-
creasing his flaim for a larger wage.

“Thrift has been stimulated. Labor bunks
receive in deposits millions of dollars from
Union men who formerly spent more than
they could afford in the corner bar-room,

“Lalbor disputes are settled without strikes
iporb readily since Prohibition,
brains were not

Men whose
muddled with drink have

won greater victories in conferences with
employers than could have been won by
costly strikes. It is impossible to-day to

sttumpede a union into unconsidered action
because drink does not inflame the minds
or destroy self-control of our members.
“Such strikes as have occurred show that
Labor is better able to make a successful
fight to-day than in saloon days. The saloon
no longer provokes rioting which would jus-
tify the invocation of martial law, and liquor

cannot be introduced as a factor to induce
the weaker memibers to surrender.
“Wider fields for activity, higher stand-

ards of living, more intimate acquaintance
with the better things of life, more whole-
some amusement, all have come to Labor
since the saloon, the so-called poor mans
club, is closed. Our children are better
clothed. They have a longer school life.
Our faimilies have better homes and more
of the comforts of life.”—Hon. M. E. Stood-
ray, Labor leader and member of the Legis-
lature of Louisana.
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COMPLEX

LIQUOR ACTS GOOD FOR LAWYERS,

LEGISLATION.

BUT OPAQUE

TO LAYMEN.
BUNG REJOICES.

Scandalous!

That is to say, they are many—the Acts.
Now there are a thick mass of Acts which profess to constitute the “Law
No one can be expected to understand them.
The fact Is also that the Acts do not represent the whole law, because what

on amendment.
of Booze” in this State.
“profess.”

fleas are to a dog' so are regulations to Acts.

No other word fits the situation, so far as the Liiiuor Acts are concerned.

Vear after year amendment has been piled
Note that word

The civil servants who draft Acts are

always careful to put in a clause that the Government may issue “regulations” too—
which power is good for the bureaucracy, it aggrandises the billet and makes work for

the “Gazette” chaps.

i30 now there is not only a mass of Acts, but a spider's web of regulations ten or

twelve years old!

No one understands the Acts, and no one dreams of understanding the

regulations, which cancel and amend and flout one another in the best Mad Hatter style.

All these facts are in the interest of Booze!

He is not only entrenched behind appetite

and vested interest; he is also wired and sand-bagged in with a labyrinth of Acts and
regulations—so obscure or so antique that the very sight of the stuff in its printed form

would be hateful to gods and men.
and “Gazettes.”

But very few have seen it all hidden away in libraries

Now that the Justice Department and the Licensing Court have had so long an innings

surely it were time that something like reform were established.
regulations. Mr, Ley ought to have done it
The Prohibitionist forces often think Mr. Ley was a poor friend. And if he

course, is consolidation of both Acts and
long ago.

W hat is needed, of

wishes to redeem himself he might add to his fame by changing the law—that law behind
which, as behind some smoke screen. Bung- sits and grins.

The hiw is obscure because successive politicians were content to sew on a patch
mhere or there, and so Act bred Act, like microbes.

Give us daylight!

consolidation and simplification of the law.

STORIES

BISHOP CONVERTED TO DRYS BY
BRICKBATS.

Brickbats were the chief cause of the con-
version to teetotallism of the Bishop of Lon-
don, this prelate said recently at a public
gathering.

“l was led to become a teetotaller in a fit
of youthful enthusiasm forty years ago,” the
bishop declared, “because | saw brick-
bats being hurled at women trying to hold
a temperance meeting in a to'wn | will not
name. When | saw that these devoted peo.ple
had the whole of the, publicans in the place
heaving bricks at them, | said to myself that
a cause that wanted backing up with brick-
bats was not the cause for me. | have been
a teetotaller ever since, and | am glad of it.”
WHY? BECAUSE THEY FOUGHT EACH

OTHER.

Dr. Morton S. Rice, of Detroit, tells the
following story:

"A fellow out in the backyard of a little
house in the west end of our totvn, a labor-
ing man digging in the ground, heard a
peculiar noise and looked around to discover®
whence it came, iror a while he saw no-
thing, but-finally he looked up and saw two
birds fighting in the air. He watched them
as they tumbled and rolled around in the
air while the feathers flew. He ”“saw they
were large birds and presently perceived

AND

The best thing in Acts would be one of a few short clauses,
abolishing the Liquor Trade and killing off all other Acts. The next best

thing is

INCIDENTS.

they were eagles. Actually those birds
tumbled and fell dOWn in the backyard of
that workman in our town, and he grabbed
them and put them into a hencoop. | looked
at those birds with drooping eyes and droop-
ing feathers—-great eyes, meant to gaze on
the morning sun, and wings intended to
mount the tops of the highest peaks-—there
they were in the backyard of a workman,
in a hencoop. Why? Because they fought
each other.”

WHERE DOES HEALTH EDUCATION
BEGIN?

The man,,in the car stopped to look at the
good-looking farm. The fields were yielding
large crops; the stock was in fine coivdition.
Well-made sheds housed the newest and
most efficient farm machinery and an auto
for travel.

“How many pigs have you'?” asked the
traveller.

“Just a hundred and nine,” said the
farmer. “That boar over yonder took first
prize at the county fair. He’s a full-blooded
Duroo.”

“You certainly know how to raise pigs, Mr.
Farmer.”

“l ought to; I've sure made a study of
raising hogs. You have to get good stock
and then raise them right.”

“Tour corn looks fine, too.”

“Yes, It’s going to be a bumper crop.”

“I'suppose anybody could raise corn ar.ound
here,” ventured the traveller.

“Anybody that’s a mind to learn how and
willing to work. You have to know hoW to
raise corn; you have to knoiw about the soil,
and the seed, and how to raise the crop.
I've got the best machinery anywhere
around; and it 'pay-s. A man can’t afford
these days to buy inferior stock or tools and
then he’s got to keep everlastingly on the
jbb.”

A child came running out into the yard
brawn as a berry, but thin and sleepy-look-
ing.

“How many children hav'e you?” asked the
traveller.

“Nine!” replied the raiser of prize pigs.
“Some family, eh?”

“And | suppose you and your wife have
made a study of how to raise a prize family
of children?”

“Now you're,kiddin” me! | reckon what’s
good enough for their dad is good enough for
them.”

“But, is it? You don’t expect your small
pigs to eat what your big hogs eat. You
don’t make prize hogs that way. When
you’re .growing a prize pig you don’t say,
1t’s going to get no more than its mother
had,” but 'What does this pig need?'—and
that pig won’t ~6t it unless you give it to
him. You know every point of a prize hog;
do you knoT\- every point of a prize six-
year-old girl or boy? Or a ten-year-old?
Or a two-year-old?”

”'Pears as if it’s goin’ to rain,” said the
farmer. “I’ll have to be getting the culti-
vator under the shed. It’s new this year
and | don’t want it to get wet and rust. |If
you want to keep good machinery you just
have to take care of it.”—National Bureau of
Education.

HE DIDN'T HAVE TO BUY THE HAT,

“l was in San Francisco lately, and a lady
reporter came to see me,” said “Pussyfoot”
Johnson to an English audience. ” ‘Now
looka here, Mr. Johnson,” she said, ‘since
Prohibition came the arrests in San Fran-
cisco for drunkenness have increased 500 per
cent. How do you explain that?’

“ Do you know it?’ | asked.

“’Sure | know it!’” she said. ‘I saw It
in a newspaper.’

“*“Young lady,” | replied, ‘will you go to
the chief of police and look up the records
yourself, and if cases of drunkenness haven't
decreased by about two-thirds since I’rohi-
bition came in Il buy you the best hat you
can choose out of any shop in thls city.
Go along now—1 have the price for the ha:!’

“In 1917,” continued Mr. Johnson, with a
chuckle, “the arrests for drunkenne.ss in San
Francisco numbered 17.000; last year there
were 7000. She didn’t come back. | didn't
have to buy that hat.”
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FIELD DAY APPOINTMENTS.

tSUNJJAY, DECEMBER 28—

1 u.in.: Miranda Anglican Church.

s p.m.: Miranda Children’s Service.

715 p.m.; Sutherland Anglican Church.
Mr. C. W."Chandler.

SL NDW, JWNUARY’ 4—

1 a.ni.: Dawson Congregational I'hurcli.
7.30 p.ni.: Dawson Methodist Church.
Rev. Henry Avorrall.
1 a.in.: Blackheath Church of Christ.
715 p.m.: Biackheath Church of Christ.
Mr. H. C. Stitt.

SUNDAY. JANU-ARY 11—

11 a.m.: Katoomha Congregational Ch.

715 p.m.: Katoomha Methodist Church.
Rev. Henry Worrall.

1 a.m.: Deura Baptist Church.

7 p.m.: Katoomha Béptlst Church.
Mr. C. A/ Chandler.

11 a.m.: Deura Alethodist Church.

715 p.m.:. Katoomha Presbyterian Ch.

Mr. H” C Stitt.

PUBLIC MEETINGS.

REV. HENRY WORRALL.

The itinerary of public meetings to he ad-
dressed by thé .Auslralian Prohibition Coun-
cil’s lecturer during the month of January
will he as follows:

.Monday, January 5—Wentworth Falls, School
of Arts, .

Tuesday, January 6—taAvson, Literary In-
stitute.

Wednesda?/, January 7—Woodford, Methodist
School Hall. . .
Thursday, January s—Springwood, I>icture

Theatre.
Monday, January 12—Katoomha, Town Hall.
Tuesday, January 13—Blackheath, Arcadia
Picture Theatre. o
AVednesday, January 14—Mount Victoria,
Public Hall.
Thursday, January 15— eura, St. Alban’s

Anglican Hall.
SATLTRAY, JANUARY 17 — Hazelbrook
Methodist School Hall.

All meetings to commence at s p.m.

The Sunday serviced which Mr. AVorrall and
the Alliance Staff will conduct by the kind
arrangement of the ministers on the Blue
Jlountains appear, in our Church Service list
above.

ALLIANCE NEWS AND NOTES.

(By H. C. SpiTT).

As usual the Alliance staff conducted a
number of special Prohibition Services in the
Churches on Sunday,. 14th December. M.
Avm Bain was well received at the Redfern
Presbyterian Church, Mr. C. E Still was in
the country and conducted the services .
Hexham and Morpeth Methodist Churches,
and reports a splendid Prohibition feeling- in
that district. Mr. C. AY. Chandler visited
Sutherland and  Caringbar  Methodist
Churches, where he addressed very good
congregations. The writer had charge of

Bexley Methodist Church, where there was a
very warm-hearted and responsive congrega-
tion, in the afternoon he addressed the Can-
terbury Methodist A'oung Men’s Class—a fine
body of earnest young fellows, anxigus to be
equipped tor service. In the evening the same
l)reacher sioke at the Balmain Methodist
Church to a large assembly. The very fine
choir and orchestra added wonderfully to the
musical tone of the service.

The appointments of public meeting for the
Rev. Henry AAoral appear elsewhere, and
our readers are invited to make these as
widely known as possible. Mr. Worrall is
also conducting a plan of church services
during January, and will be assisted on the
tour by several members of the Alliance staff.

The Aictory Pledge Campaign will launch
into full strength in the New ATear. Already
numerous supporters have asked for the sec-
ond supply, and with the close approach of
the elections i-enewed interest in the per-
.sonnel of the candidates will be shown. :
have been asked what position would a
pledged voter be in should no member of his
party coincide with the card” 'The ans-wcr
is, that such a one would be released from
the Pledge and entirely free to choose be-
tween casting the first preference vote tor a
booze party man or in favor of the candidate
of another party, who has sufficient respect
for you as to grant you the opportunity of
expressing your vote in accordance with your
opinion of the grog trade. Another alterna-
tive is for those in favor of national sobriety
to see that their party does contain a candi-
date holding such views.

The South Sj'dney Methodist Mission Cir-
cuit has. expressed keen disappointment that
no provision was made for it Prohibition
Referendum on the liquor traffic within the
life of the present Parliament. Taking the
number of resolutions on our files as a
criterion there will be “something doing”
next election. The conscience of a deceived
and'disappointed people is a stultborn force
to overcome, and an awkward entity to have
about the premises where ballot boxes play
such havoc with politicians who fail to square
their promises with the perpendicul.ar, The
recent American papers to hand show that a
vigorous Pledge campaign was in operation in
the New York elections. Law enforcement of
the Prohibition enactments was the outstand-
ing issue. No doubt the outlaw booze will
now soon be crushed. For centuries every
nation has been trying to domesticate an
outlaw by act of Parliament. It cant be
done.

Prohibitionists ha-ve been more or less
severe on the present Parliament for post-
poning the promised “immediate referen-
dum.” No such postponing accusation can be
levelled at the House over the “Gold Pass
Grab.” Prohibitionists were told that they
were not ready for a vote on the issue until

Oecember 25, 1924,

1928, but these same politicians were eagerly
ready and obviously willing for their “imme-
diate referendum” on the free ride grab. My
blooming oath! However, the Upper House
has declined to sanction their “immediate
referendum” grabbing extra “perks” for
serving their country.

m By the evolution of lime Christmas receives
our welcome once more. The Alliance staff,
per medium of page 4 wishes its many
friends and supporters a very Happy Xmas
and a Prosperous New i'ear. \We api>reciate
your many kindly encouragements, your
friendly calls have been helpful. Aw have
endeavored to make you all Welcome when
calling at our office. We were the gainers
by your visits, and hope to see you again
many times next year. Everyone is pleased
that Xmas comes at least once a year; and
no wonder when we remember the sentiment
of peaceful fellowshi)), the spirit of forgive-
ness, the homecomings, the family reunions,
the social atmo.sphere, the desire to serve
others, the hopeful vision of the future, in-
spired by listenin.g back to that first Xinas
morning when the Heavenly Choir descended
to earth and sang with the sweetest voice
ever heard, the loveliest hymn ever com-
posed, "On earth, peace; goodwill towards
men.”

PROHIBITION EDUCATIONAL
CAMPAIGN.

Applications invited from men possessing
character, personality, adaptability, able
conduct Sunday Services, and capable of
supervising it Division.

Also Lady, Christian ARorker, interview,
organise, address meetings.

H. C. STITT, State Superintendent,
N.S.W. Alliance, 321 Pitt-street, Sydney.

KILLS
FLIES

STOHE
DEAD
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IS PROHIBITION

UNCHRISTIAN?

Dr. RADFORD, Bishop ot Goulburn.)

Recent argument in more than one tlioce-
san synod and a recent challenge in these
columns from a priest of deep spiritual in-
sight and wide pastoral experience have
brought to the front the question whether
the prohibition of alcoholic drink as a bever-
age is a Christian method of procedure for
the removal of a social evil. The question
is fundamental. If there is anything in
such prohibition which is inconsistent and
incompatible with Chrisian ideals or re-
ligious principles, we cannot become or re-
main Prohibitionists. The writer of this
article owes his belated conversion to thé
cause of Prohibition to the conviction that
the chief motive behind the movement is
essentially Christian, and that there is no-
thing unchristian in the policy Itself,

Various considerations have been urged
by those who doulit the Christianity of Pro-
hibition. It is desirable to face and examine
them in succession. It is urged, for example,
that the business efficiency which is one
Indisputable result of Prohibition in Ame-
rica is not a primary object of Christian
effort. That is a truism; a nation may
acquire all the wealth in the world, and
lose its own soul in the process. But busi-
ness efficiency is not necessarily a non-
religiouB thing. Science tells us that nature
is never wasteful;, God's business in the
world of nature is marked by efficiency and
economy throughout. Religion no less than
policy requires that man's share of God's
work in the world should be efficient. But
business efficiency is not the only thing—
behind it lie the decency and the comfort of
homes that now get the full benefit of a
father's wages, and the liberated blessing of
a father's love. When critics of Prohibition
describe its effects in America as an eco-
nomic success but a social disaster, they are
allowing the lawlessness of a comparatively
small minority to blind them to the re-union
and transformation of the homes of the ma-
jority of former drinkers.

RIGHT OR WRONG?

This article is, however, concerned only
with the question whether Prohibition is
wrong in principle. This is not a question
to be se'ttled by quoting an archbishop or a
bi.shop here and there who thinks Prohi-
bition wrong in iminciple- If persorts and
personalities are to be considered, weight
must be given to such facts as these—that
the majority of the Anglican bishops in
Australia are by this time on thé side of
Prohibition—and that two or three years
ago the same, line was taken unanimously
by an Anglican conference In Canada, at-
tended by three aichbishoiis and thirteen
bishops, and two clergymen and two laymen
from each diocese. But neither numbers
nor reputations are proof of a case. The
case for and against the Christianity of Pro-
hibition mu.st be considered on its merits by
the individual conscience.

It is sometimes argued thnt Prohibition
was contrary to the attitude of our Lord,
who used wine and never forbade its use.
That argument requires careful examina-
tion. It is not always safe to ar,gue from
our Imrd's silence in this matter, any more
that in the matter of slavery. He probably
accepted the service of slaves in the house
of a rich host; it is certain that the Gos-
pels record no prohibition of slavery. Yet
His teachin,g and the inevitable inferences
from His mission ultimately led Christian
nations to prohibit slavery.  With regard
to His use and sanction of wine, there is
a difference of opinion .among scholars as
to whether the wine was fermented or un-
fermented. Probably it was fermented.
But even if it were fermented wine, it is
more than doubtful whether we can argue
from its use and sanction that He would
have opposed Prohibition to-day. With ail
its evils in those days, strong drink was
not then the thing we are confi-onting to-
day. Our Lord was not confronted by a
gigantic social evil, by an organisation of
vested interests trading on human indulg-
ence and in human degradation. We cannot
say what line He would take to-day. We
cannot say for certain that He would de-
cide tor Prohibition; neither must we quote
His example as conclusive against Prohi-
bition.

CHARACTER.

It is said again that Prohibition does not
build up Christian character. Its advocates
make no such claim. They do claim that it
has cleared the ground and paved the way-
in thousands of homes and lives for_the
building up ot Christain character. It is
preventive of evil and so far preparatory
for good. it provides the conditions and
environment in which the grace ot God can
find a more willing reception and a more
fruitful response.

It 1s said again that "Prohibition still
leaves men essentially intemperate—that is,
undisciplined unrestrained in character—
and that this indiscipline breaks out in
other directions. Saved against his will
from one form of self-indulgence, the man
gives way to another. Is this as true as it
sounds? For example, is it likely, does it
really happen, that a man who has
been made sober in spite of himself will
therefore seek .satisfaction in impurity, or
even in .gambling or in gluttony? What this
argument does remind us is that when the
devil ot drunkenness or toping has been
driven out of a man's life, his desires must
be found employment and satisfaction ip
healthier and happier directions, or seven
devils may return. But that is not an argu-
ment against the spiritual character of Pro-
hibition—it is merely a reminder of what
no Prohibitionist would deny, viz.,, that we
must build up as well as cast out.

Prohibitionists are often told that drink is

not the only sin to be faced and fought—
that uncharitableness and other sins are far
worse. We do not deny or ignore these
things. Our Lord's most scathing denunci-
ations were directed against spiritual sins
such as pride, Imsincerity, prejudice, selfish-
ness. But these sins are .subtle and internal
in their working, and can only be coun-
teracted by spiritual influences. Drink is
an overt act with external results, and de-
pendent largely- on external circumstances.
With these we can deal partly by measures
of social reform.
THE CHRISTIAN IDEAL.

There are other arguments against the
Christianity of Prohibition which go nearer
to the root of the matter. We are told that
the Christian ideal is personal self-control,
and that there is nothing moral or spiritual
in being made sober by legislation. That is
quite true. That is the ideal. The highest
type of sobriety is the sobriety attained by
the human will under the Influence of di-
y-ine grace. But is it too much to say that
the grace of God is not getting a fair

.chance under present circumstances? Are

we to leave men gi-ievously handicapped at
every- turn for the sake of insisting on an
ideal which for them is humanly speaking
unattainable under present conditions? It
is true that our Lord said that “offences
(stumbling-blocks) must indeed come,” but
He also said in the same breath, “Woe unto
him through whom the offence cometh.” Is
it too much to say that our Lord's condem-
nation of those responsible for the stumbling-
block has a bearing not only on the liquor
trade but also on the community which
tolerates such an evil? In any case, “there
is nothing unchristian in removing a
stumbling-block; and there is nothing par-
ticularly Christian in insisting that the
stumbling-block should remain in order to
give men a chance of exercising the virtue
of self-control.”

The same argument is sometimes put in
another way. We are told that the Christian
ideal is to bring to bear upon a man spiritual
influences, not legal compulsion.  True,
again, all round. Then why- do our idealist
critics of Prohibition suggest that we might
rightly legislate against shouting? If the
Christian ideal is violated by preventing one
man from getting any drink at all, surely
it is also violated in principle by preventing
three men from giving each other a drink
in turn. But there is a positive answer to
this argument on behalf of the Christian
ideal of moral suasion and spiritual influ-
ence. It is this. We believe in that ideal.
The Church is pledged to work on those
lines. But the Chui-ch is not thereby pre-
cluded from approving or even stimulating
the action of the State in legi.slating against
being drunk and disorderly, against bet-
ting in certain places, against stealing,
against any- other crime. These acts of
legislation register and enforce the judg-
ment of the public conscience. They, safe-
guard for social purposes the results of

(Continued on page 10)



THEORY VERSUS FACTS.

WHY MELBOURNE
GOVERNMENT RESPONSIBLE

IS OVERRUN WITH CRIMINALS.

FOR THE FARCE OF SIX

O’CLOCK CLOSING.

Sir .Tohn Sulman, it may be

SIR JOHN explained, is President of
SULMAN the Town Planning- Asso-
THEORISES. ciation of New ~ South
Wales. Sir John Sulman

hasbeen  abroad. l.ast week he returned
from his travels, and, of course, the news-
Fapers interviewed him and also published
engthy reports of a speech he made at a
I"anquet given in his honor by the members
of the Association_ of which he is the august
President. Interviewing returned travellers
is & rather unnecessary survival of a by-
gone age when travelling was an undertaking
and information about the worid beyond our
shores not easy to obtain. To-day it merely
exists as. a more or less subtle form of
ournalistic flattery, carx-ying with it, not in-
requentiy, the drawback” of making the re-
turned traveller look ridiculous in the eyes
of the public, many of whom know as much
if not more, abouf the places he has visited
than he does himself. "It does not always
follow that a man can say anything worth
while about a place because he has been
there—that depends upon qualities of mind
which are not necessarily present in_every
lobeitrotter. Sir John Sulman theorised in
is speech about liquor control, which, he
said, "'l commend to our temperance friends
as a better solution than Prohibition, which
in the United States is producing much evil."
So there you are—the last word" is said. Sir
John Sulman has said it. But consider his
logic a little closer.

Liquor control, says Sii* John

SIR JOHN Sulman, is superior to ITo-
suULMAN’s hibition, but in spite of this
FACTS. Prohibition in the United

~ States will be maintained. He
says so definitely, and gives his reasons:
"While there,” hé declares, “1 respected the
law_but | could have obtained any amount
of liquor by paying for it. Prohibition will,
however, in my opinion, be rtfaintained. be-
cause it has shut up the saloons, which in
the poorer quarters of ANY city were the
hotbeds of corruption; because there is now
no Monday off and manufacturers have less
trouble with the very mixed working popu-
lation; and, lastly, because it takes a great
effort to alter the constitution.” It does not
seem to have occurred to this very sapient
traveller that it took quite as great an effort
to alter the constitution in favor of Prohi-
bition and that before this was done all the
alternatives to Prohibition, including the
"control” system which he likes because he
found it in operation ai’ound Cai-lisle in Enfc];-
land had been thorgughly canvassed. The
American nation deliberately .preferred Pro-
hibition but what is the opinion of a nation
compared with that of Sir John Sulman?
Sir John’s facts are much more convincing
than his theories, and his facts confute his
theories entirely.

As we have often re-
BOOTLEGGERS marked, the fact that

some people break the
YHEIR prices. laws is no proof that

the laws ought not to
be on the Statute Book. It is proof that they
are required. _Yet the burden of the argu-
ment of the liquor party is that Prohibition
is a failure because it has produced boot-
leggers. By a pai-ity of reasoning, we fnight
i-etort that”the licensing system must be a
failure because there are” sly-grog sellers
abroad. All such reasoning is absurd. Boot-

leggers exist because of the financial in-
ducements which their nefarious trade holds
out. One of our daily newspapers publishes
what it is pleased t0 describe as a list_of

reasonable prices charged by bootlegging
_ftlrms for strong drink in New York. Here
it is:

) f s d
Scotch, all kinds ............... s 00
E%e, ail kinds ... 14 00
hami ,qne ....................... 14 00
B|_-anog,a hree-star ........... 9 00
Gin, Burnett .............. 7 00
Gin, High and Dry .......... 5 00
Gin, Gordon ...........cccceeuenee. | 20
Gin, Geneves .........c..... 7 00
Bicardi Rum .......ccccceees 7 00
Benedictine _........ccccoceeenins 4 00
Vermouth, French .......... 9 00
Vermouth, Italian ........... 9 00
Kimmel ..o, 2 09
Peach Brandy .............. 18 00
Canadian Cllb ................ 4 00
Light Wines, per gal. 1120

The prices above are for single case lots
sold usually to cabarets. Of course he -who

I JUST DRUNKS.

435 113

Total, 548.
127 took the pledge.

takes_his liquor at roof garden cafes to the
gyrations of-Follies girls dressed like movie
advertisements has "to pay the piper.

The first thought that

THE LAW will occur to the intel-
AND THE ligent reader is that the
BOOTLEGGERS. number of people, wh

0

can afford to drink

strong waters at those prices is strictly
limited and, therefore, that this bootlegging
business must be exceptional and not the
rule. In point of fact, the total amount of
Il%uo_r entering the United States under Pro-
hibition is less than : per cent, of what
went_in before Prohibition. Moreover, the
activities of the bootleggei-s are being gradu-
ally overcome by the forces of law set in
motion against them. According- to a cable
messiige from Washington, dated December
5 the United States Government has placed
12 destroyers along the Atlantic seaboard
in the campaign against the “rum fleet.”
Eight more will be added, and 250 speed-
boats. which will be operated by coast-
.guards, are almost ready. The entire force
rovided through an” appropriation o
000000 dollars by Congress, will be

mobilised by Christmas. estroyers now
frequently capsize rum craft by rushing

aﬂe’?g at’ full’ dsteam a{]hd stopping witrt1 a
shopt: swee ways,. thus shoofing a tre-
Imertd6i rﬁa@oﬁla%cmﬁalgw&c%/.sta_tgs
that 197 boats have been captured during
lthé& gear \arek 220t @uDmobilds) sei8@4. 'rl;hei;

ttorny-General’s  report e ¢
rt?iame ootle%ﬂers %atewgii’&m‘socie 7
trade, and says that "the courts are stag-

gerlng under the load Imposed by Prohi-
bition.” The report advocates sentences to
jail for violation of the law.

Reference has been made

MELBOURNE more than once in pre

POLICE vlious issues of “Grit” to
SCANDALS. the  extraordinary evi-
~dence produced “to the

Royal Commission appointed by the late

Préndergast Government to_Inquire into the
Victorian_police strike. This evidence is_of
S0 dama%mﬁ- a nature that the present Go-
vernment has adopted the usual course of
stifling further revelations by curtailing- the
work of the Commission. "This led to a
debate on the adjournment in the Victorian
Parliament last week, in the course of which
Mr. Tunneclitfe, who was Chief Secretary
when the Commission was appointed, deé-
clared that among the special constables
appointed during the strike were to be found
criminals of the lowest class who had the
lives and liberties of respectable citizens at
their mercy. No wonder that there has been
such an or.gy of crime in Melbourne of late.
The southern city, under such circumstances
necessaril.v became the happy hunting ground
of all the criminal riff-raff "of the Common-
wealth. It appears that these “specials”
committed vile and_ unspeakable crimes and
should have been in jail, instead of- which
they, of course, served as shields to the
large class of criminals -who were not
“specials.” The evidence adduced by Mr.
Tunnecllffe was, indeed, of so startling a
nature as to be well-nigh incredible.

Here are some samples

SAMPLE of the sort of men con-
sPECIAL . sidered good enough to
CONSTABLES. be sworn in_as special

) ~constables: !
assochite of thieves, another a chronic
drunk a third had done eighteen months for
indecent assault. A fourth got a girl of four-
teen into trouble and had to marry her; a
fifth had fobbed his employer of , and
a sixth had been injail for larceny. An-
other had been fined for assaulting the
police, and yet another had been convicted
for assaulting his wife. One was an em-
bezzler, another was discharged from the
force because he was in jail; many were
maimed in various ways. = The records of
these men were known, but despite that they
were jtassed from the special into the per-
manent E%ollce force of Victoria! Such is
part of the story disclosed by Mr. Tunne-
cliffe. It is so” amazing- that its parallel
could not be found in the most corrupt coun-
tries of the world. Yet, in the face of such
revelations the Victorian Government can
find nothing better to do than to stifle fur-
ther investigation. In the meantime, the
citizens of Melbourne are at the mercy of
the most desperate set of crooks masquérad-
ing as policemen ever let loose upon a com-

One was an

munity. It would seem that Melbourne is
a good place to_keejg away from just now.
(Continued on page 15.)

Send Your Tennis Racquets for
Repairs.

Racquets Restrung from 10/- to 30/-, and
MADE TO ORDER.

As suplied to His Excellency Sir Dudley de Chair,
Governor of New South Wales.

A. D. WISEMAN SADDLER

60A GEORGE STREET WEST. SYDNEY.
'Phone: MW1710.

Only N.S.W. Saddlery Exhibits for the Empire
Exhibition World's Fair, London, 1924.
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Griffiths Bros.’

SIGNAL COCOA

IS A REAL FOOD

“THE

ISSUE AND THE TRIBUNAL.

By G B. WGLSON, BA

Some years ago the “Brewers’ Gazette,”
in a striking article, said;

“The nation is the final arbiter
affray which we have done nothing to pro-
voke. We believe, and that most con-
scientiously, that the trade serves a useful
purpose in the body politic, and until we re-
ceive our ‘conge’ from the English people,
We shall stand by our own.”—‘B.G.,” August
3L 1911

No one can complain of this statement of
the lasu™ in dispute, or of the Tribunal se-
lected by the Trade for its determination.
The Trade claims that it “serves a useful
purpose in the body politic”; Temperance i;e-
formers claim, on the other side, that its
presence in our midst is the cause of a
" “glgtantic evil” and a “national degrada-
tion.” TTpon these rival claims issue is
joined before the High Court of Public Opin-
ion.

We look in vain to the Trade and its
defender.s for any fact.s which substantiate
its claim. If they argue that the Trade
provide.s much revenue, we replv that the
total cost—direct and indirect—of collecting
that revenue far outweighs the financial
gain. If they contend that it provides much
emplos'ment, we reply that, so far as manu-
facture' is concerned, “therg, is one feature
that is particularly striking, and this is the
fact that, from a directly financial point of
view, brewery labor is usually uuite insig-
nificant compared with many other manu-
factures” (“Country Brewers’ Gazette,” .luly,

in an

And the official report of the brewing in-
dustry, in 1919, says;

“Lalbor is a much smaller factor in the
brewing than in most other industries. In
coal mining! for examine, wages, form 70 per
cent, of the total cost of production; in
brewing, the largest items in the cost of pro-
duction are material and plant—\Wages are
not more than 10 per cent, of the whole”
(“Brewery Trade Review,” March, 1919).

So far, .also, as distribution Is concerned,
it is, tor the younger men and women who
enter it, almost entirely a “blind alley” occu-
pation, which peculiarly unfits the workers
for any other employment when, at a very
early age, they are cast adrift by their Trade
employers. Even among licensees them-
selves, the employers, the "Brewer.s” .lournal”
for June last says editorially that the 100,000
licenses “change hands approximately once
in every four years. This means that 25.000
Individuals are appointed to take charge each
year. The majority of these have, of course,
held licenses before (though the pi-esent
writer’s inve.stigations do not confirm this);
but still, a ver> large number are either en-
tirely new to the business or have served
their apprenticeship as barmen, cellarmen,
or managers.” But even granting a far
greater permanence of employment than ac-
tually exists, the number of employees re-
quired to sell liquor is far less in proportion
to turnover than that required to sell "other
goods having an equally large sale. But we
reply, further, that both manufacture and
distribution are attended with appalling
moral and physical risks to these servants.
The House of Commons, on June 20, devoted
an afternoon to discussing the dangers of
white lead poisoning, and it was officially
stated that 300 deaths had occurred between
1910 and 1923, but the comparative mor-
tality figures for 1910-11-12, recently pub-
lished, show the following m'ortality rates:

n

d ob
0

o ¥
H « 0
Painters and De-

corators ........ SO 4 13
Plumibers, Glaziers,

Gasfitters ............ 8
Brewers ................ 10 30
Hotelkeepers, Pub-

licans
Barmen

The actual deaths from lead poisoning in
the two former trades were 172 in 830,751
years of risk, as. against 188 from alcoholism (J
in the liquor trade in 626841 years of risk:.
and, putting lead poisoning, alcoholism and
cirrhosis together in the two groups, the
trades incurring lead ri.sks showed 31 deaths
fi-om the three causes in 830,751 years of
risk, whereas the drink groups .showed 871
deaths in only 626,841 years; and even lead
poisoning is a'ocelerated by alcoholic- excess.

If, on the other hand, it be claimed that
its products are valuable to the community,
we answer that to transform immense quan-
tities af valuable foodstuffs (900,000 tons of
cereals in 1923) into liquors which are only
poisons in a greater or lesser degree of solu-
tion, is not to increase the true Wealth of
the community, and, as | showed in a recent
article in this paper, all labor spent thereon
is waste labor.

If H is contended that alcoholic liquors
have a medicinal value, we reply that alcohol,
as a drug, is fast falling into disuse among
the medical profession, and that its adminis-
tration in hospital practice is infinitesimal
comlpared with its use half a century ago.

If ft is argued that it is beneficial as a
beverage, we reply that a beverage which is m
certified as slaying, in England and Wales
in 192, at least 2377 persons, and probably
not less than five times that number, besides
bringing 84,257 cases of drunkenness before
our court.s, can make no such claim.

When its own advocates, the Fellowship of
Freedom and Reform, admit the existence,
in 1922 of 11,300 drunkards; when one of its
most strenuous defenders. Sir James Grich-
ton-Browne, MD., writes in an article, pub-
lished in a Trade publication in 1921, that;
“The misdeeds of .alcohol are conspicuous
enough. It is obviously responsible alone, or
in combination with other malign agencies,
for much poverty, misery, and sorrow, for
matrimonial wreckage and the neglect, star-
vation, and ill-usage of children, for dirt and
disease of body and mind, for crime and
disorder for self-contempt and suicide,”
how is it possible to say that there is a
single department in human life in which
this Trade serves a useful purpose, or a
Single one which would not be immensely
the gainer by the entire cessation of the
manufacture and sale of drink?

The Trade will get its-conge when it dares
to submit this issue to the free vote of the
people; 'but that submission, despite its talk,
is the one thing that it seeks to prevent.
When the Trade desires to get a foothold
in any district, it urges upon the Licensing
Authority the need for complying with the
wishes of the local inha,bitants—or even &
minority of them. Once entrenched, it uses
every effort to prevent these same inhabit-
an'ts from getting rid of what has proved
itself to be an incubus. And the curious J
fact is that on the tribunal will be a ma-
jority of its own customers! Oan it be that |
its best customers are its worst friends?

AUSTRALIAN CASH ORDERS, Ltd ]

3S1-359 PITT STREET, SYDNEY.



This issue bears the date
of Christmas Day, and | re-
call that only a handful of
people saw anything sig-
, nificant in the Babe in the m.anger—the vast
multitude was busy with its own long since
mforgottten affairs. It must have seemed a
strange thing to even the most thoughtful
when men—wise men—made costly gifts to
~a Babe in a maqgger. The wise men were
right, their spiritual perception did not fail
them. This Christmas only a handful will
come to worship Him, Who is thé same yes-
terday, to-day and forever. To the vast
multitude it is just a holiday, a time of in-
idulgence, a mad rush to get away. But the
handful Will be right now, as it was on that
first Christmas day.

When God gave to the world a Babe He
enriched all the ages.

We will fail utterly in our commemora-
tion of the day unless we in gratitude en-
rich someone else, and, above all, enrich
those who can in no way expect to repay
it. Our art galleries, our libraries, our
laws, our homes, our hearts, all bear the
unmistakable evidence of the First Great
Christmas Gift.

The wise men only find a place in his-
tory because they gave—because they per-
ceived in a despised and crowded-out Baby
the One worthy of their gifts.

You probably do not remember Eric Lid-
Idell. His example may well inspire us to
act fearlessly on Christmas Day.

He refused to compete in the Olympic
levents that were run on Sunday. You may
not believe there was any harm in running
international contests on the Sabbath day,
but you must admit that Liddell thought so
because he was a Christian, and that he had
the courage of his convictions.

Let us take off our hats to him and dare
[to have, like he had, some real religion that
[was worth a sacrifice and that inspires
| courage.

CHRISTMAS
DAY.

The people to whom the
world owes most were
never paid a living wage.
Leaving out of the ques-
tion our Lord, just consider Savanarola,
[Luther, Wesley, Booth, John Bunyan. Think
of the inventors who died broken and poor.

Think of the pioneers who slogged their
way through the trackless forests, and we
now glide over the track in motor cars with-
[out any thought of their hardships, priva-
tions, courage, indomitable will, and they
never were paid. Cook, Sturt, Eyre and a
jlhost of others blazed the way for a thought-

WHAT ARE
IYOU WORTH?

less crowd who live ih luxury, while the
pioneers died in poverty.

Discus.sing the earnings of professional
men and women the “Literary Digest” says
that “the great body of the prote.ssional men
and women of America may be visualised
as a mass with million-a-year lawyers and
‘movie stars’ at the top, and men of science
and preachers at the bottom.” According
to a recent investigator, the- worst paying
profession in the world is science. At the
other end of the scale Rockefeller and Ford
have been estimated to rriake between
40,000,000 and 60,000,000 dollars a year from
oil and autos, Ford probably leading. The
quickest road to wealth is to invent some
simple thing that everybody wants.

Those who make a million or more a year

by strictly professional .activities can be
counted on the fingers of one hand, and
they are all lawyers or actors. Charlie
Chaplin Douglas Fairbanks and his wife,
Mary, are in the million-a-year class (dol-
lars, of course). Motion-picture stars have
no secrets. Litigation and publicity leawe
nothing confidential between them and the
income-tax collector. It is not quite so easy
to get reliable estimates of earnings in
other pursuits. The law is the highest paid
of the professions, but, economically, accord-
ing to the “Digest,” the next best profession
is prize-fighting. Jack Dempsey was credited
with making 500,000 dollars last year, and
he wants half .a million for his next fight.
Law as a profession however, has this ad-
v.antage over its nearest rivals—the lawyer
ordinarily' earns more as he grows old, but
the actor and fighter lose their earning
capacity.
“l cannot get interested
in temperance work,” ex-
claimed a young lady.
“No, dear,” said her aunt,
“you can hardly expect to. It is just like
getting interest in a bank; you have to put
in a little something first. And the more
you put in—time, or money, or prayer—the
more the interest grows.”

You must earn interest—‘perhaps th.at is
why you have not iiny.

A good cause is worth all j'ou can put
into it.

Susan Coolidge says very truly;

The day is long, and the day is hard.

We are élred of the march ‘and of keeping
uard;

Tired of the sense of a fight to be won.

Of days to live through and of work to be

HOW TO GET
INTERESTED.

one;
Tired of ourselves and of being alone;
Yet all the while, did we only see.
We walk in the Lord’s own “company.

GRIT

A JOURNAL OF

NATIONAL EFFICIENCY
AND PROHIBITION

“Grit, clear Grit.”—A pure’ Americanism,
standing for Pluck, or Energy, or Industry,
or all three. References probably had to the
sandstones wused for grindstones—the more
grit they contain the better they wear.
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We fight, but 'tis He who nerves our arm;
He turns the arrows that else might harm;
And out of the storm He brings a calm;
And the work that we count so hard to do;
He makes it easy, for He works, too;
AndHt_he days that seem long to live are

is
A bit of His bright eternitie.S; =~
And close to ourneed. His helping- is.

We hawve seen this on

GOOD FOR railway mickets, and
TO-DAY ONLY, there is always a reason
for it.  “The Silent

Partner” says:

The entire hum.an race (endowed with in-
telligence) _ has always looked forward to
the “Intangibie thm?_ we call—To-morrow.

And to the last tick of time, people will
try to look over into the never-to-come day
we- call—To-morrow.

When is To-morrow? It never has been,
nor will it ever be. To-morrow Is ten thou-
sand million years from to-day, and more.

It is not a”question of timé, it is a trick
with words.

To-morrow is not created. When the
thing you call “To-morrow” actually arrives,
it wili” be the thln? we call “To-day.” .

How silly it is fo try to capture”a thing
that never” existed nor ever will exist.

To-day! This is the only day you have,
and by the same reasoning, the “only .day
ou will ever have. It is the time to be

appy—the season out of which you can
build” your success. The only hour in human
history that you can now claim as your own.
What "are you doing with it? )

Stop! Look! Listen! Or the locomotive
will hit you. Heed this warning or you will
get run over. . .

MentaHy measure what you are doing right
now, and” this measurement will tell” what
may be exPected of you when you reach
that hopeful day you call—To-morrow.”

f you are banking on the elusive, un-
capturable “To-morrow” you are wasting
your Now for a Never. i

You are anxious to know what will happen
To-morrow. You are ea.ger to find out w-hat
To-morrow wdlFbring for you, but in your
eagerness and anxiety you are simply wish-
ing, not fishing—you" are hoping, nof trying.
You are delaylng your  possibilities ~ and
stalling your probabilities. .

Which™ leads the reader right up to this
thought: Our wishes, like shadows, always
lengthen as our air castles rise in a dream
of_To-morrow., . i

The unsucessful man_is forever telling
what he is going to do To-morrow, and for-
ever_forgetting that his example of To-dav
is of much more importance than the estl-
mate that he entertains of To-morrow.
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g r i t .

THE SINGING MAN.

jame s9% h;tnlt th. .
ame, ,S tohe finest tnlng that has come to our attention.
recitation,

The render explains;
It was long a™o, when tilling the .soil was
jie chief work of man:

jre sang above the vinej'ards of the world
after him {he vines ‘with woven hands

jCIaﬂ}I}%%fl .and clung, .and everywhere un-

Triumphing green .above the barren lands-
Tl high .a gardens grow, he climibed he

ISun-chvme? ith life and strength, and
I singing oi?l,vI ! Streng
lirt! looked upon his work; and it was good;

H sangh_no_t for abundance.—Over-lords
Tak of his tilth. Yet was there still to reap,
*Tre porfion of his labor; dear rewards
Egsunllt dat. and bread, .and human slee
sang for strength; for glory of the light.

miily, the light is sweet,
I and a pleasant thing
=t is to see the Sun.
u Ind that a man should eat
P its bread that he hath won—
”512) Ishét shungfdandk s.aldé, "
'hat he should take and keep,
jlitter his laboring, P
pre portion of his labor in his bread
.s bread that_he hath won;
g and in quiet sleep,
p'hen all is done.

| Ages passed, and mechanical industry came
o enrich the world; to provide creature com-
iMs for you and me. But as for the laborer:

sings now, anywhere.
St was enough, beforeg%e was undone.
ley know it well, who took away the .air__
10 took away the sun;

roTé%k, to .serve their Soul-devourin%

bread—the goad of

It is to-day.
l& him now, that singing Man.
% ?or r?lm, ging
fk for him.
the mills,
[the mines;
4 liere the very daylight pine.s—
mvho once did walk the Mils!
shall find him, if you scan
“Pes Al unbeflttln? an,
rans warped, and faces dim,
|the mines; in the mills
ere the ceaseless thunder fills
of the human brain
A thought is turned to pain,
ere the skirl of wheel on wheel,
umg hlrrrll Whod is their tolol,
shattered senses ree
:‘he numbness of the fool.
Jhed thought, and_haltinq tongue—
it spoke—once it sung!)
P to hunger, dead to song.
" he.art-beats loud with wrong
;‘\r on—l—])ow Ion?? )
o -How Tong?
grch for him; ~

luf Crazy atoms swim
I ® furnace .blast.

oy 7
strength, and misery;
P "8 needs be swaﬁau\}\}esc‘i’(ﬁp.

dramatised or recited. The poem by

n volum% of . the same
It ‘'may be given as a

or as a senes of tableaux accompanied by recitation.

Only, reeling up the sky.
Hurtling flames thait hurry
Gasp and_flare, with Why: y
.o Why? L

Why the human mind of him
Shrinks and falters and_ is dim
When he tries to make it out:
What the torture is about—

iVhy lie breathes, a fugltlve )
Whom the World forluds to live.
Why he earned for his abode,
Habit.ation of the toad!

I\/I’-J?/ hts fevered day by day

Wil not serve to drive arvay
Horror that rhust always haunt—
... Want ... Want!

Aifbtmare shot with waking pangs—
Tightening coil, and certain fang's.
Close .and closer, always nigh.

... Why? . .. Why"

Why he labors under ban

That denies (him for a man.

Why his utmost drop of blood
Buys for him no human good;
Why his utmost urge of strength—
Only lets Them starve at length—
Wil not let him starve along;

He must watch, and see his own
F.ide and fail, and starve, and die.

... Why? L Why? .

The laborer has all the fine instincts of the
singing man. But as Industry crushes him
and all that he holds dear, he seeks forget-
fulness in drink, in drugs, in vice, in crime;
Seek him yet. Seardh for him!

You shall find him, spent and grim;
In the prisons, where we pen

These un5|ghtfy shards of ‘men.
Sheltered fast;

Housed at length;

Clothed and fed, no matter how! —
Where the ihouseholders, a.gha,st.
Measure in bis broken strength
Xought but powei- for evil, now.

Mgt it be?—Must we then
Render back to God again
This His broken work, this thin
For His man that once did sing~

Can it be?—Must we then
Render back ito Thee again
Million, million wasted” men?
Men, of flickering human breath.
Only made for life and death?

Oh, in the wakening thunders of the heart—

The snp]z%ll lost Eden, troubled through the
night.

Sounds there not -now—foreboded and apart.

Some voice and sword of light?

Sorrl? voice and portent of a dawn to
reak 2—

It sgﬁﬂgjs!—AArd may the anguish of that

Seize on the world; and may ail shelters fail.
Till we behold new Heaven and new Earth '
Through the rent Temple-vail!

\Nhe]% rthe high-tides that threaten near and

To sweep away our guilt before the sky
Flooding the waste of this dishonored “Star,

Cleanse,” and o’d-nahel-m and cry!
Cry, from the deep of world-accusing waves
Wltga;]onglng more than all sipce Light be-

Above the nations—underneath the graves-
“Give back the Singing Man!”

Sac Sults
from JLOI&I-

«owns and Hoods for all Universit
Degrees.

Special Attention to Clerical
Outfitting.

HARRISSBOYD

FOR A BETTER SUIT

H. E. HARRIS, late Manager of Howat
and McPbail.
late Head Cutter, R. C.
Hagon, Ltd.

TALGS & QHGA. QUTHERS
1313 PITT STREET, SYDNEYi
0 Ne'ar Y.M.C.A.
*Phone: M3632.

0. A BOYD,

FOR SALE—HOUSES AND LAND

A ITBURN—Brick and tiled roof cottage
~ ~> bedrooms. dihing-room, Kkitchenette,
bathroom, gas stove, gas copper, all con-
veniences. Land 4 x ?32 Torrens title.
P[(llce £650. £100 deposit, balance 22/6
weekly.

opposite station, AUBURW.

ur229.

TO PARENTS.
For some time past we have inserted a

F. E. ROSE,
Phlone

. . if Vi
realised the importance of sex m%?ruuc'{?or?

A Clean wholesome man-
ner. The response Fhas “Bean 163 certain
extent satisfactory, but we feel we have a
sacred duty t0 tfy and reach thousands_ Of
other parents for the sake of the risine-
generation.  You can by sendinrV "n
Stamps or P.N. obtain a 24 Page instructive
eport for 1923/24 and eight more booklets

maidSs, and

The Australasian White Cross
League,

56 ELIZABETH STREET, SYDNEY.
W. E. WILSON, Hon. Secretary.

JOHN D. ELDER,

PRACTICAL SANITARY ENGINEER.

Licensed Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainer.

Water, Sanitary and Septic Tank

Services a Speciality.

Hot

City, 10771; Kogarah, 1239. or

1775, at any hour for Urgent

Call 'Phones:

Kogarah,
Repairs and Solid Work.

558A GEORGE STREET, CITY,
BEXLEY.

ON.

and 161 FREDERICK STREET,

PASS “GRIT?”
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Is Prohibition Unchristian?—
(Contlmiecl from page 5)
spiritual influences. They are not felt to
be in any way inconsistent with the iolcal
of spiritual education. The fact is that the
moral education of the community is being
achieved by two methods—social enforce-
ment. spiritual influence. The latter is the
ideal, and ultimately will be the only method.
But no Christian conscience thinks it un-
christian to meet the needs of the present
stage of human development by using the
law as well as the gospel.

A QUESTION OF CONSCIENCE.

Here at last we come to the real difficulty
felt by honest and well-meaning opponents
of Prohibition. They say that Prohibition
violates their conscience. There are many
persons who may have to examine their con-
sciences mere searchingly.  Conscience
sometimes is a thin disguise for inclination
or prejudice. But we who believe in Prohi-
bition are bound to respect the conscience
of good men who do not. They tell us that
Prohibition tends to undermine respect for
law, because it makes a crime out of a glass
of beer, which is in no sense, a breach of the
moral law. They say that it is unjust to
legislate against a thing which is not in
Itself wrong. They do not seek to justify
the bootlegger or the sly drinker. But they
doubt the wisdom of a legal Prohibition
which rouses the spirit of rebellion, and
they deny the justice -of prohibiting equally
the single glass at meals and the succession
of glasses between meals. Here we reach
the ultimate issue, the real crux of the pro-
blem. What is the real aim, the true sig-
nificance of the Prohibition movement? It
is often misrepresented as an attempt on
the part of one section of a community to
enforce its views upon another section of
the comjmunity—just a fight for a majority
to coerce a minority into going without
something which the majority wants to
abolish. Here let me say, incidentally, that
my view of Prohibition would not be satis-
fied with a bare majority—my view re-
quires son)ething like an overwhelming
majority that would virtually represent the
mind of a nation as a whole. It seems, how-
ever, on the other h.ind, to be an entire
misconception of the Prohibition movement
to describe it as the attitude of teetotjtlleis
who “are not content with cutting off their
own hand, but want to cut off their brother's,
too.” There are indeed among the increas-
ing ranks of I'rohibitionlsts some persons
whose hatred of alcoholic drink may appear
to bring them under S. Paul’s condemnation
of the teaching which forbade marri.'ige and
commanded abstinence from certain kinds of
food, though it is perilous to apply to Chris-
tian extremists language which was clearly
directed against anti-Christian teachers
whose moral judgment was seared and per-
verted. My own experience of the fierce Pro-
hibitionist whose creed on this® point is
mtrictly speaking Manichaean is that he is

e¢'"ichaean at heart—it is not alcoholic

GRIT.

drink in Itself that he hates, but the havoc
that it has worked and is working in the
lives of confirmed or incipient drinkers. His
error lies rather in an unjustifiable but par-
donable imimtlence with those who seem to
him unpardonably blind to the warning of
S. Paul, "Take heed lest by any means this
liberty of yours become a stumbling block
to them that are weak.”

HOW IT WON.

The Prohibition movement has won my
support because it appears to me to be an
appeal to the conscience of a community to
make a corporate sacrifice for the extermina-
tion of a tremendous social evil. The social
evil does not lie merely in the fact that a
large numlber of individuals are in the habit
o” getting drunk and a still larger number

eare always drinking; though never drunk
they are never completely sober in brain and
will. It lies also in the fact thTt there is
a tremendously large industry with huge
vested interests trading in a thing Whioh
WIss once believed to be a food and a medi-
cine, but which the last word of the best
science now declares to be neither necessary
nor beneficial. Alcohol is being banished
from our hospitals. It is reduced almost to
aipolog-Ising for its existence. This indus-
trj' has been described by statesmen as a
peril to the State. Its wealth is built up
not by the supposedly innocent occasional
drink, but by the habitual drinking which
is destroying the efficiency of a nations
thought and work and the happiness of its
homes. The interests of this trade are de-
fended and protected by a conscienceless
exitendi'ture on behalf of nrenaced licenses.
What is the comimunity going to do? The
grip which the trade has got upon the poli-
tical life of the community might to some
extent be abolished by the transfer of its
control to the State. It is by no means
certain that State control would remove the
menace to the domestic and social life of
the peoijle. Meanwhile there are thousands
upon thousands of lives suffering from the
drinking habits of those upon whom the
peace and happiness of home depends. These
lives, robbed of almost everything that makes
life at home worth living, are crying visibly,
if silently, for remedy and relief.

SUFFERING HUMANITY.
The

Prohibition movement has its
strongest basis in this cry of suffeiing
humanity. It is finding -support from vari-

ous quarters—from men and women who
doubted its wisdom or re<'esslty but are now
convinced of both, from men and women
who have come to see that the nation needs
a sober brain for a clear judgment—from
men and women who foresee disaster for a
nation that is spending its food resources
and its hard-earned wealth on a thing which
may be harmless to hundreds of people, but
to thousanils of others is a i)lague and a
peril. But the deepe.st inspiration, the driv-
ing power of the movement, lies in the men
and. women who are moved themselves by
sintple Christian desire and determination to
work lor the removal of a blight and a bur-
den from ruined lives and homes. Thousands
of them have made their own sacrifice al-

re.ady for the sake of setting an example of;
removing a temptation. Now they are ap-|
pealing to the whole community to face the;
question of a corporate act of self-denial, j
They are asking their fellow citizens to take
their part in a national self-denying oriiin-
ance. They are asking for a surrender of

a personal liberty that is in danger of be-
coming a stumbling-block to them that are
weak. They are asking that this abstinence
shall be made the law of a nation’s life
They believe that a nation has a life of Its
own as a whole—a body that can grow o
decay, a soul that can rise or degenerate,

a will that has the right to claim obedience
from its members for tlie good of each ad
all. They recognise that the moral decision

of a truly democratic will, if it is tobe
effective, inuSt involve legal compulsion tor
the small minority that will not hear ad
obey the call to sacrifice. But they are aon-
vinced that children yet unborn will thark
God for the decision that saved them in
spi'te of their parents. They have weiged

in the balance the cry of ruined homes m
the one hand, and the cry of selfish appe-
tites on the okher hand, and they have ane

to the conclusion that the homes whicharete
foundation of a nation’s life must be saved
They see clearly that the minority of hebituel
drinkers will resist 'the proimsal of Prohibi-
tion and defy its enforcement as far ada
long as they can. They see clearly that te
deciding voice will be the larp number d
citizens who are In the strictest sense tam
perate drinkers. They appeal to this stion

of the community to ask themselves whether ther
they are going to insist on retaining trer lock
own liberty, which their own training ad|a-Si;
environment enable them to exercise without¥*Tre
danger to themselves, or are going to si- ¢
fice that liberty for the sake of the man)|Rd
who are beset by a constant and ubiquitou%4'Tlt
tem'ptation which has virtually dsroed* i€
their self-control. They appeal to the

perate drinker to face the question wheiii]
the pleasure and .satisfaction they

from ke inoeeent litle indulgence cannd b
set in the scale aigainst the misery ad
gi-ndation which the grip of strong drinki
bvinging on thousands of homes and ﬂ@%ﬂg
I'hey appeal to the strict idealist to

whether loyalty to the highest ideal j»..

fles our refusing to adopt methods

are not in themselves ideal hut are in
presient circumstances the only wny to

the ground tor higher things. This is

real significance of the appeal of the M
hibitionists. They are prompted by aCW

tian motive; they a[i)_peal to a **"*ftrair
motive. And they believe that in the [
run that appeal will commend itself @]

overwhelming majority of their Jsiey
IS and fellow-Christians, and this icai
will recognise that the call to sobriety “Jugai
service of God and man justifies the ¢ €
the tail-render of a liberty which is a
ling-block in the way of fbe people-

AUSTRALIAN CASH ORDERS,

3S1-359 PITT STREET, SYDNEY
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GO TO THE ANT.

There is a verse in the sixth chapter of
Proverbs which tells lazy and imprudent
people to go to the ant and learn from her
how to work and make provision for the
future. The ant is indeed a wonderful insect.
Recently a book was pulblished tellirig o
wonderful lhing.s done by ants. In Rhodesia
there are ants which migrate in armies.
They march twelve or fourteen abreast,
gu.irded on each side by “a line of grenaflier-
sized guards, each facing outwards with
great u?hfted mandibles, or patrolling about
o the flanks.”

In Brazil the natives use ants to close up
wounds in much the same way as our doctors
tte insert stitches. They catch some soldier

ats, and then, holding the edges of the
i, wound together, they induce an ant to close

his jaws in them. The head of the ant is
hethéHThen .cut off, and the jaws remain firmly
- ther loded in the wound. Other ants are used in
g adfiii similar way. until the whole is “stitched.”
athouf|Tre stitches hold until the wound is healed,
saorlij® course, you know that the ants keep cows
have slaves. Their eonvs are the aphis,
[uitogj|™*Ich we find so troublesome in our gai’dens.
w'The aphis insects .suck fluid from the plants,

"hich the ants, by gently stroking them with

Iheir antennae, force them to give up. There

are ants which keep aphis farms to provide

them with “milk.”

Then there are big ants which keep slaves.
,Trely raid the 'nests of working ants and
fary off the larvae and pupae. These are
reared to do the work for the big ants.'who,
la turn, protect and look after them.' The
'‘torkers seem perfectly happy, possibly iie-
case they have been brought up as slaves
ad know no other life.

Many more stories could be told about the
Intelligence of ants, how, for instance, they
pill cling to one another and make a bridge

others to pass over, or h'ow they store
ifain in granaries to provide for the future.

J preserve the seed they keep it dry, but,
1 want to use the starch of the see<3,
_ey allow it to become damp and germinate,

~Mcause then the starch becomes changed to

tgai. Truly, ants are a wonderful people,

1 even if we do not apis-ove of their slave-
Acping habits, we can at least learn from
I em what the Book of Proverbs says we
[ ~dlearn, to think ahead and make pro-

on for the future. But we should go fur-

T ‘Titikes provision only
r ts life, we must make provision for

PAGE.

the life to come after this life has ended.
When you make your New Year resolu-
tions, plan to be better than an ant.

UNCLE B
* #

OUR LETTER BAG.

AMONG THE FRUIT.

Donald Thorne,..North Dandalup, Western
Australia, writes: | hope | am not a scally-
wag. If | am a scallywag please cross my
name off the black list again. AW have
some fruit trees, but they are only young. |
will tell you some of the names: Quinces,
plums, prunes, peaches, apples, loguats, ap-
ricots, oranges, lemons, figs, nectarines. It
has been rather wet until yesterday, but all
last night a land wind or,an east, and to-
day it is like summer again.

(Dear Donald—Avhen | was a boy my
mother used to .say the two-legged birds
without wings or feathers were the ones
that did most damage in the fruit garden.
I am still that kind of bird; so it is just as
well you live so far away.—Uncle B.).

* * *

ABOUT FROGS—ALMOST.

Bob Butler, Perth, WA, writes: | am
sorry | nearly became a scallywag,
but 1 hope this letter saves me. It
is very hot in AVA now because
the summer is here. | went to Crawley
on Saturday for the first dip of the season.
I can now swim sixty yards overarm, and
at the end of the season | am going for
my life-saving certificate, and | hope | get
it. |1 am getting used to W.A. now, and |
like it. Do you know that when the people

.of WA lost a coin they had to grope so

much that they were nicknamed “gropers”?
(I've been groping once or twice.) Dad is
out at a meeting George has just finished
his homework, and Dougie is trying to do
his. We are all very well, and | hope you
are quite well. | am sorry | did not .see
more of you while you were In WA. |
want to tell you this little piece | read the
other day: A young Norwegian' wrote the
following essay about the frog: ™What a
wonderful bird the frog are! Avhen he stand
he sit almost. When he hot he fly, almost.
He ain’t got no sense hardly. He aint no
tail hardly either. AYhen he sit he sit on
what he ain't got almost.” With love to
you and all the “Grit” cousins.

(Dear Bob—Y'our letter is fine. Ave will
all look forward to another frog yarn from
you. There is n good one in a book called
“The Airginian,” and Mark Twain had one
about a jumping frog. Hope you can man-
age 100 Yards before the summer is over.—
Uncle B.)

LADIES—

The Beautifully Illustrated

“KING” TEA

Catalofirue of Free Gifts is Now Obtainable.

Ask your Grocer or Storekeeper.

PUZZLING THE SPARROWS.

Nancye Bundack, Branksome, writes:, |
wish to become a Ni of yours. My birthday
is on October 7. | was eight years old last
birthday. | go to boarding school at Brank-
Some, and it is a very nice school. Our
teachers are very nice, | have a grandpia
up in Leura. She has some fowls and
chickens. To-day, when grandma was un-
folding the blind on the verandah there
\tas a nest in it, and two little baby spar-
rows in it, and before it had been un-
folded it was right up at the top. There
"Wes a broken bit of wood which they were
using to get in by, and after it had been
rolled down there wasnt a broken bit to
get in by, and they couldn’t understand how
to get in at the end.

(Dear Nancyg,—Glad you have joined my
family. So you puzzled the poor sparrows.
Do you know there are no sparrows in
Perth? Do you think sparrows are any
good?—Uncle B))

OUR SUEEN.

Ella McAnally, Moleton, via Coramba,
writes. | think it is about time | wrote
to you. We have had a nice drop of rain
here, and it has made everything look nice
and green. A< have thfee pups and they
are very pretty, yfe have had them three
meds. | hope you do well with your stall,
and you have a lot of things to sell. |
would 1lk* our queen to win.

(Dear Ella,—A®ell, our queen did not win,
but she did splendidly, and as she s only

a wee girlie, she may easily win some
other time—Uncle B)
# # #

A NEW NI.

Daisy Benny, Public School, Pleasant Hills,
writes: | hope you will enrol me with your
big family. 1 am eleven years old. My birth-
day is in January. | will be twelve years
old this coming January. A&e have beenx,
taking “Grit” for a long time, and | take
great interest in reading it. | am in sixth
class. We have eight little red chickens,
nine black ones and one white one. The
wheat growers aré going to have a won-
derful harvest this year. At present | am
collecting for the Ryde Home for Incur-
ables./ We are looking forward to our six
weeks’ holidays at Chrlstma.s. | am send-
ing a photo which dad arranged and our
school assistant took.

(Dear Daisj’—Yqu are very welcome to
my family. i am proud of them all—even
the scallywags .are good and lovable ones.
| am glad you are helping the Home for
Incurables—it Is one of the best in the world,
—Uncle B)



In order to ensure quality in the tea
that you drink—always order

INGLIS

ANo o Id e m (0] 0

TEA

You will enjoy its refreshing flavor
and appetising goodness.

. Save Bonus Labels
f For Valuable Presents

An easy way to obtain valuable pre-
sents is to buy Inglis Pure Food Pro-
ducts and save the Bonus babels.

Such a wide range of useful presents
will appeal to thrifty housewives.

I Call in our showroom when you are
in town and see them.

INGLIS LTD.

396-404 KENT STREET,
SYDNEY.

DESICNERS ¢ lUSTCATORS |
COMVERCIAL PHOTGCRAPHERS

ENGRAVERSOf FINESIPLATES
INUNE-HAIir-TOieORCeLOUgJI

iBABY’S FIRST \

portrait!

Let it be worthy of the occasion-~
picture to be admired in years to
come. We are specially equipped to
make happy portraits of children.

<Pe(rvideri
ESXdIOS

P,H St

““Oh! a (Bojc of LadderProofs
Isnt he a “avlin™?”

O F all the exquisite gifts that Christmas Morn will bring’

her, none will be received rrxore joyfully than your gift
box of "LADDER-PROOF” Hosiery.

Not only will such a gift completely charm with the
bewitching loveliness of the Hosiery itself—it will carry a
definite message of kindly thought and nice discrimination on
your part. She will realise that you know the extent to
which Bond’s “Ladder-Proof" is appreciated for its beautiful
appearance and the service it gives. And she will thank you
for utilising that knowledge so fittingly.

THE “LADDER-PROOF” XMAS BOX

contains 3 PAIRS of Pure Silk Hose (with seam at back)
which may be obtained in assorted shades. Sells everywhere
at £1/18/9 per box. Single Pairs are available at 12/11
per pair.

Sand's

LADDER-PROOF
PureSii/"HOSE

Made in Australia by GEO. A. BOND & CO. LTD.
All States and N.Z.

o L a u ju i/iM io L

M aJdvc/
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AUSTRALIAN CASH ORDERS, Ltd SUPPORT

351-3S9 PITT STREET, SYDNEY.
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HE CAN PROVE IT.

“You imuv staht in attie hotelthinkin’
moliteressoustsmiftin'.” said  fiicle Kben,
‘but do head waiter wiii soon make you
think different.”

. « 4
AN EXCEPTION.

“Toinniy, sto)) eiiting with your fiiiKei's.”

“Itut, mannmi, weren’t fingers made be-
fore forks?”

"Not yours. Tommy.”

SAFE AT LAST.
“Tm very sorry to hoar your wife is so
ili, Benjamin. Not dangerous, 1 hope.”
"Thank’ee, Miss, but she be too weak now
to be dangerous.”

“GRIT” SUBSCRIPTIONS.

Keceived to 1S/12/24, anii where not men-

tioned the amount received is 10S.. AYm
Barrett, 30/6/25; S. McHarg Ils. «d,
71125 H H. Templeton, 30/12/2 . Bonald-
an £l s ed 3012/ 11 Cropley,
0525 E. N Mlller ’E.L 20/11/25 James
McMahon, 5s,, 30/6/

The followmg are pald to 30/12/24: llev.

CP Walkden Brown,
l\/bore 3sve/ Mrs. Wellam 5SQN
kit Kev F alkden Brown, Mrs enban

M Mcintosh (11s. +d.), W E. Foster.

The following are pald to 30/12/25 MISS
Browll, (15s.), Miss Herring, G

It Partrldge -aall, Mrs. Cark i£1/10/

Ms. Oates, Miss Wulfing, W. Hinton (£1).

The Place to Buy Your Lunch.

SYDNEY J. HAYMOW

Sandwich Specialist.

Provision Merchant
Small Goods Manufacturer

115 KING STREET, SYDNEY.
’Phone; City 10507.

WELL RECOMMENDED.

HAYNES & to

practical PAINTERS AND
PAPERHANGERS

todman avenue

KENSINGTON.

Competitive Prices.

G W Bee (E1). B

m m m

It doesnt take long for easy money to

become uneasy money
w

Auntie: “Whatever is the matter, ilariiiig? "

Peggy (from the city); “I—1 put a p-penny
in the slot for some honey, and I— got a
ljee instead.”

"She is a widow;

PRECISELY.
“How would you classify a telephone girl?
Is hers a business or a profession?”
"Neither. It a calling.”
* #

TOO RISKY.

The girl's lips uuivered and lier breath
came in labored gasp.s, liut she did not speak.

"Ho you not love nfe?” pleaded the j’oung
man.

"I— dont know,” was the answer.

Gently he insinuated his arm around her.

"Harling, would you like 'me to ask your
mother first?”

With a sudden ery of terror, siie grasped
Ids arm.

"No, no, noi " she shrieked convulsively.
| want you myself!”

THE BEEHIVE NOVELTY STORES
OUT ON THEIR OWN FOR XMAS GIFTS,

Novelties in China,

Glassware,

Xylonite, Fancy Goods

and Toys.

87 LIVERPOOL ST.
Opp. Police Station.

TWO STORES
SYDNEY.

338 PITT STREET
Near Danks’.

REMINGTON PORTABLE.

The little Typewriter which frees you

from pen drudgery.

Complete, Compact, Strong, Durable,

Simple and Easy to Operate.

£19/19/----Cash or Easy Terms to

Suit.

STOTT & HOARE & CHARTRES, LTD.

309-311 GEORGE ST., SYDNEY

(Near Hunter St.)

ANNOUNCEMENT TO PARENTS.

T. ford, Surgeon

M r.

Dentist,
maintenance and care of children’s teeth.

specialises in the

Malformations and irregularities painlessly adjusted.

Scientific treatment with latest appliances.

Remember, your children’s future health is dependent upon
the early care and attention given to their teeth.

Teeth capped and filled; artificial teeth repaired.

"Phone Padd. 179, making an appointment.

HOURS; 9 am. to 9 p.m., Mondays to Fridays.

.9 ani. to 1 p.in.

Saturdays.

T. FORD, Surgeon Dentist

(Established 20 years)
263 CROWN STREET, SYDNEY.
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INSPIRATION.

By FAIRELIE THORNTON.

SUNDAY.

“We spend our years as
told.”—Ps., 90, 9

Another year is fading
Into thé shadowy past.

And each year passing from us
Brings nigh to us the last.

Anothér year is pa_ssm%.
And we are passing t0o;

Passing from earth and earthy scenes
To those eaith never knew.

"W\& leave the year with Jesus,
To sprinkle “with His blood—

Jesus, the loving One, wfio once
As our Sin-Bearer stood.

We leave the year with Jesus,
And thus thé weight is gone;

We trust the future all to Him,

Who all its weight hath borne.

tale that is

MONDAY.

“One genei‘ation passeth away, another
generation cometh.”—Eccles., 1, 4

Where are the vast numhers that' have
gone before us? They were born, they mar-
ried, they died—three” chapters of an” ordin-
ary person’s hlstO[X, with the varied inci-
dents between. Like us, they saw the old
year out and the new year in.” Like us, they
wished each other "a happy new year,” and
found the new year, liké themselves, no
sooner began to live, than it began to die.
Have \wvou ever 'q_?ne through an old church-
yard, and like Hervey and Gray, meditated
among the tombs? Did not a penhsive melan-
choly“steal over you as you read those in-
scriptions of the young, the middle-aged, and
the veteran of fourscore or more? ~“And as

ou tried to picture what their lives had
een, and saw the samie old sun pourin
odown his i-ays on the same old fields an
lanes that they had. trodden, you wondered
at the meaning of it all. There is an old
Inscription at "the entrance of one of the
churchyards of North London on one of the
graves;

“Reader, stop, ere you pass this by.
As you are now. .50 once was I,

As 1 am now, you soon will be,
I’repare yourself to follow me.”

“Memento Mori” is a motto few care to take,
hut had we more faith to believe that the
unseen is not the unknowable, we should wel-
come the end of our present |cherfect ex-
istence as_an entrance from a dark tunnel
of uncertainties into the full blaze of veri-
ties; “for the things which are seen are
temporal, but the things which are not seen
are eternal.”

TUESDAY.

“What is your life? It is even a vapor
that appeareth for a little while, and then
vanisheth away.”—Jam., 4, 14

Life is like a vapor.
Vanishing in mist;
Or_the dew on _roses.
By the morning kiss'd;
Yet'life’s mist will melt away
Into everlasting day.

Life is like a tunnel

From which we emerge
Into home and sunshine

Or to funeral dirge; .
But the station we attain
Is the one we booked to gain.

Life is what we make it;
Foretaste of the bliss
Of the full life yonder.
Or the end we miss.
Life_ God places in each hand
Subject to our own command.

WEDNESDAY.

“So teach us to number our days that we
may gx)ap&ly our hearts unto wisdom.”—

Few thoughtful persons come to the close
of the year without pausing to reflect ere
%ssmg another milestone on_ life’s journey.

ithout reflection man is no better than the
brutes. We look back and see the days that
have passed. What have they brought us?
Sunshine and shadow; there have been days
of weariness and days of vigor; days of dark-
ness when the sun refused™to show his face,
and the rain drenched our buds and blos-
soms which seemed as it they would never
open again, days when the” wind storms
swept over the "bowers where we had laid
our nests of treasured hopes, and scattered
them to the four winds of heaven. Days,
too, when the sun again shone across our
path, and the flowers Sprung up for us every-
where, when friends thronged around us,
and we felt it good to be alive, and scarcely
hoped for a better world than_ this, Then
again the sun was shrouded in mist, and
days came when we followed those friends
to the entrance to the unseen world, and laid
their outward forms to rest. But whatever
the days have brought, we see two angels
who have followed us all the way down "the
an% long years, even when they were in-
visible gy reason of the earthly mists
through which we had to pass—Gbodness'and
Mercy were their names, and He who is all
goodness, and whose “mercy endureth for
ever,” sent them to bring us safely on our
way so that we can each say, “By”the help
of ‘God 1 continue unto this day.’

THURSDAY.

“Goodness and meicy shall follow Me all
the days of My life..—Ps., 23 5

| set out on a sunny day.

When life was bright, ‘with flowers gay,
When peaceful looked my mornmc};]_sky,
To tread the path to realms on high:

Ere long the rain began to fall.
And shadows dark encompassed all
The path | trod; | sank dismayed
Of nameless terrors sore afraid.

Yet on | struggled through the dark,'
And not a footstep could I mark.
When suddenly there shone a light,
Illumining my darksome night.

And by that light 1 saw that two
My every footstep did pursue—
Two angels | had failed to see.
Goodness and Mercy followed me.

And so | dread no darksome path,
Nor question what the future hath.
Nothing but good | know can be.
Goodness and Mercy- following me.

FRIDAY.

“To every seed his own body. , 130 also
the resurrection of the dead.”—1 Cor., 43

"To every seed his own body.” St. Paul
was speaking of the resurréct when he
uttered these words. = This_proves the iden-
tity of each body which will rise again—the

RS

P. K-IRBY fXSONXT?

same person it was here. Just as the child
is the same person when grown to man-
hood, yet how different a “stranger would
hardly ecognise the resemblance, but the
mother knows. “We know not what wo shall
be.” but we know we shall be ourselves till.
Our spirits in death are clothed upon with
“our house which is from heaven™—a tem-
Porary habitation, no doubt, resembling its
ormer coverlnéq, but lasting only until the
bodies collected from the elements into which
they have been dissolved shall be revivified
—thow we know not. “Then shall the dust
return to the e.arth as it was, but the spirit
shall return to who gave it,T wes
spoken of deSth; but He who made. these
bodies from the minute atoms residing in
dust can re-make them from the same.

is instinct with life, and He who created nan
in His own image, and breathed into him
the breath of life” -when man became a IMar'E
soul, is able to reanimate this clay, an
clothe this mortal with, immortality, this
corruption with ineorruption. Then Shall he
brought to pass that saying, “Death is swal-
lowed up in wctoriy(/. ) death, where is thy
sting? grave wkere is thy victory?” Ut
til then, we must be content to wait for “the
adoption, to wit, the redemption of ar
body.” knowing ‘that “He who raised wp
Jesus from the dead is_able also to quicken
?u[1 mortal bodies by His Spirit which dwel-
eth in us.”

SATURDAY.

“l know that my Redeemer llveth.”

I know full well that my Redeemer lives

As surely as 1 know that | now live,

I know that He ETERNAL life doth give
As freely as all .good things that He gives
1 know that in my flesh 1 shall see God,

Shall with these eyes behold His .face ae

day,
Although this earthl art of me cdecay,
-\fd crun%ble into dust )()errl)eath the sod.

I know that He whd made man from tie

dust
And breathed the breath of life, can nake
again
Fromgt_ is same dust, all freed from sin aiiJ
ain,
I can evith Him this soul and body trust.
—From “The Othér Side.”
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Theory versus Fact—

(Continued from page s.)

Evidence of the farcical cbar-
acter of six o’clock closing as

THE SIX
ocrLock the law has recently been In-
FARCE. terpreted by our .Judges con-

tinues to acCumulate. In a case
beard the other day at the Darlinghurst
fessions, counsel called for the register of
luests alleged to have been residing at the
L'litb House Hotel, Abercrombie-street. Some
,@e names were read out in Court, Here
are:
Dally Messenger.
Warren Bardsley.
Macarltgey.
an ICippax.
David Hgﬁ)ﬁx
Joseph Bung. ) )
A “"sporty” lot, you will admit, with the
sception Of the last—"Bung" is no sport;
mthat role he is only an impostor. How-
wer, as counsel remarked, these may only
fdve been impersonations. No doubt. The
?loensee. who referred to them as “gents,”
| leclared they were "bona fide travellers.” So
loe fide, you note, that false names were
i=d  Nearly the whole Australian XI.
I lgured in thé book. Apparently the law is
lonerleas to take cognisance of this sort
if thing. Hooray for after-hours trading!
tis iidite clear that its votaries consider’it
llsreputable or they would scarcely seek to
nisguise their identity.

The sort of thing de-
scribed above goés on
without a doubt, all
over the city. .And why
B should it nof' It is
jid. The Courts have said so in effect,
nd it goes on with the tacit consent of the
‘uller Oovernmenl, which itself is in the
Iquor-selling business, and even employs
.ciy, [reState Governor to open new hotels. Ever
" TIne _the ruling of the Supreme Court in
jl ' Carlton, and Australia Hotel cases, six
jiclock cl_osm? has been nothing more than

le ]| formality lacking all substance in fact
iire ruling”was givén some months ago, and

, phas been within the power, of the Oovern-

' _1'lent during that time to bring down legis-
ts ition to remedy a defect in the law which

M lainly sets at defiance the ascertained will

" ithé people. No attempt, of course, has

t $n made to do so. From this may be de-

.on D>**jed the bona fldes of the Government. |i;
te light of such inaction, the pledge-break-

A ig record of some Ministers and™ Govern-
sT. " let supporters wears a more sinister aspect
lan ever. It is perfectly clear to us that

lls administration never had the slightest
itertion of giving effect to the public will

JSOVERNMENT’S
DISGRACEFUL
RECORD.

tin  thregard {0 the rigorous control and ulti-

- lae extinction of the litjuor traffic. Here

. i't which the law might have been

ttitied so as to make |t ly, as It was

‘PPosed to do, with public opinion, and the

19] . done nothing. "Liquor pro-
boot its policy.

Crics What, as we have often

7 O iisked in this page, is_the

iftrer. iToRISTS  use of fining tljem?- They

so’ don’t care a rap” of the fill-

P _tiers about the fines, and

l'u)b are in no way protected against

iit® Slid limb involved in the

Lr.;- frequency with which_drunken

u career about our roads. The Eng-
continue to report cases In
M«m*Mt'ates send thes4 social pests
the option of a fine, but our
continue to collect revenue and
that. It is iilbout time

Inland Revenue Departmentl,
thIr_\Sq hlouse
! 3 O
Minister V\%r

| laii
. p
FHEr
maeR 1 ; W%dgft up
e ® attention %th%‘]%

Justice to the statement of Judge Rolln and
a Victorian Judge that drivers of motors
convicted of drunkenness should not be given
a license. Dr. Arthur asked that legisla-
tion should be introduced to widen the
R/(l)wers of the' magistrates in such cases, but
Ir. Ley merely declared _tliat he thought
ﬁlaglstrates had the requisite powers, and

added that they had been imposing
heavier fines of late. Avhat fatuity! It iS
not so long ago that a judge decided that
magistrates have no power to cancel licenses.
Mr.” Ley simply sidesteps the issue when he
speaks “of Increased fines. Drunken motor-
ists should be sent to "the cooler" here as
they are in England.

In the title to this note,
the cart goes before the
horse. In “other words, it
seems that the culprit %$t
drunk first and stole the
cab afterwards. That is something novel,
anyway. Usually it is a motor car that is
stolen.” This time it was a cab, which seems
rather an old-fashioned thing to do when
you come lo think of it. Anyway, the spree
cost Edward Ryan, 28 years of age, a “fiver.”
Mr. Jennings, SM, sdid it was either that,
or one month in "quod.” Besides which,
Ryan had to pay another 20/-, or seven
days, for driving the cab when drunk. It
apgears that. Ryan was found driving the
call a_Ion? Bridge-road, Pyrmont, a most in-
artistic Tocality, at about olock in the
morning on November 30. He explained to
the police that_he had been to _an "evening”
but did not think he was driving the horSe
at a gallop, though he admitted he was drunk
and also that he had not asked the permis-
sion of the owner when he borrowed the
cab. He fell off the cab and was arrested.
All of which seems a silly Ivay of enjoying
yourself, doesn’t it?

Theft from a publican is. we
suppose, as morally i-epre-
hensible as theft from any-
body else. Still. Bung can
better afford_than some other people t0 lose
some of his ill-gotten gains. It isn't every-
body who makes 600 per cent, profit on what
he Sells, and that is the avei-age gross profit
on a mug—the word is applicabie in both
senses. Last week a daring thief snatched
£/0 from a_table in the Bank of New South
Wales, AVilliam-street branch, and got clean
away-with it. It appears that the licensee
of a nelghbormg hotel was arranging a de-
posit and_was seated at the table in_question
with a pile of notes in front of him. The
thief leaned across the table, snatched a
handful of the notes and bolted into Bourke-
street, with the outraged booze-vendor in hot
pursuit. But beer is not good for the wind
and the chase was an unequal one. The thief
disappeared into the crowd, and all the liquor
man could do was to tell the story _of his
loss to the police. They took particular.s-
of the man and promised”to investigate, Imt
it is not reported that Bung has got his
money back again. Up goeS the price of
beer again, what?

In Parliament the other day

CAB AND
GOT DRUNK.

BUNG GETS
DONE IN.

SUNDAY the Chief Secretary (M.
DANCING  Qakes), replying to a ques-
IN CAFES.  tion put to him by Mr, Arkins,

) ) MLA, said that his atten-
tion h.id not been directed to the fact that
at a certain cafe in the city jazz dancing
takes %Iace on a_Sundav evening, hut he
would have inquiries made. Jlr. Oakes will
find that the information is correct so far
as it goes, and that it would be more cor-
rect still if it included many other resorts
besides the one referred to. ~ What useil to
be called "the Oontinental Sunday” is fast
becoming “the British Sunday’—much more
so in London tlian. as yet, in Sydney. But
we are getting on. We“do not propose here
to go into the specious ai'gunients which are

mcreasmg\}%/_ used to justify the determined
attempt which is being made to destroy the
character of the old-fashioned Sunday, nor
are we concerned to ihlame or abuse Con-
tinental peoples _because . their ideas and
habits do not coincide with our own We
do not suppose that our own Sunday jazzers
would go to church if they could not jazz,
because_people of that sort are. spirituall

dead. But we do assert that the most ad-
mirable traits of the British character have
been built upon the observance of certain
principles, .amonggt which the .sacred char-
acter of the Lord'S Day Is the most import-
ant, and we (jo not hesitate to .say that if
British people depart from that point of view,
the result will in time be disastrous to their
moral stamina. Moral standards differ in
different communities, but history shows
that whatever thgse standards may be, the
loosening «f them has a destroying effect
upon ALL communities.

comes to hand from
QUEENSLAND. %ueensland goes to
. - %W that the Pr%hl-
bition Party is in much better heart than
the Liquor™ coterie in relation to the local
option polls which are to be taken in the
\Northern State next May, a_m! the Indica-
tions are that considerable victories for the
rinciple of “dry" areas will he recorded
ust_at present, with the Christmas holidays
coming on, the campaigning activities of
both sides are slackening off, but after the
holidays there is to be “an_intensive cam-
paign “in every area in which it has been
decided to submit the issue, and it Is already
evident that %ulte an exceptional amount of
iiibiic _interest is being aroused in connec-
ion with the polls. The_Ipswich area, it is
stated, is one of those likely to fall to the
Prohibitionists. _ In several 1important areas
round about Brisbane, the Liquor Party will
be faced with the fl(?ht of its life.” The
contests of “wets” and "drys" are likely to
overshagow all else in puablic interest in
Queensitiud next May.
One of our magistrates has
hatl the sense To be more

DRUNKEN
BUTCHER  severe than usual with a
FINED. drunken driver of a motor

L. lorry. . The magjstrate in
uestion is Mr. Ldidlaiw, SM.,, who, at the
addington Court the other day. fined Ed-

win ittaker, a butcher, £10 “for this of-
fence, and _furt_her_,suspended liis license and
declared him ineligible for a renewal until
March, 1026. It appears that early in the
mornlnﬁ of December 5 in Ocean” Avenue,
Woollahra, the attention of the police was
directed to Whittaker, and they came to the
conclusion that he was too far tt;one in liquor
to control his lorry. He admitied with per-
fect good nature” that he was inclined to
agree with the iiolice, and even volunteered
the information that he was looking for a

substitute driver when the police began .

to take an interest in him. [IVe congratulate
Mr. laiiidlaw upon acting mare vigorously
than some of his brother magistrates. This
man, at any rate, Will not he in a position
to endanger lives for the next fifteen months.
Nevertheless, we still think that j.iniprison-
,ment witho.ut the option is the only remedy
which will cure the widespread évil com-
iilained of. dhe absolute lack of any sense
of responsibility which characteri-Ses too
many motorists,” especially during the week-
ends, isnothing short of“amazing.

JAMES COOK, LTD.
Baker

32 Victoria'St., Paddington
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