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A D V E N T 

Next Sunday Is Advent Sunday, when we particularly think about 
the future, .and the appearing and rule of our Lord Jesus , God's 
representative on the day the rulers of the nations wil I be 
superseded by the rule of God, our Creator and Lord. 

At the end of his life the apostle Paul wrote to his youn9er 
friend Timothy: ''The time of my death is come, I have fought the 
good fl ght, I have fin i.shed the course, I have kept the faith. 
Henceforth Is laid up for me the crown of righteousness which 
the Lord, the righteous judge, shal I give to me at that day, and 
not only to me .but al I them that have set their heart on his 
appearing" (2 _Timothy 4 : 7 ,8). 

It is interesting to see the way Paul thought. His view of life 
is not bounded by thTs world ; he pictures himself beyond death 
receiving Christ's reward on the day of the completion of God 1 s 
purposes, o~ the day of judgment and the establishment of Christ's 
rule. His view of world history has its culminating point, not in 
today's events or tomorrow's promised utopia, but in the 
establishment of God's righteous rule under the Lord Jesus. 

Such a view ls, of course, the only true way of seeing our own 
I Ives and the historical process in -which we are I iving. Most 
people, even professors of history, .can see no purpose, no target 
for life or for history. But the Bible is clear that God, who 
created u~ and our environment, is sovereign God control I ing every­
thing in .our own lives, everythinq in history, and that he is 
bri~ging everything to it ' s completion, In the fulfilment of His 
purpo$es, to the day of judgment and to the reward of eternal 
Inheritance to those who are His. God ~ s purposes can already be 
discerned, not only in creation, whlch :was the start of it al I, but 
in redemptfon, when our estrangement from God was dealt with In 
Christ Jesus, and made plain by His resurrection from death. In 
Christ's coming reign God wi 11 complete His purposes. St. Paul 
identifies with these purpos.es _: he I ived his I ife in the I ight of 
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the future, and as the end of his I ife on earth drew near, his 
hope remained clear for eternal relationship wlth his Lord; he 
looked for the crown of riqhteousness which the Lord wi I I qive 
him on the day of Chr·i st' s k i nqdom, and not to him. on I y, he says, 
''but to a 11 those who have set their hearts on Christ's com i ng 11

• 

This is an interesting ohrase to describe Christians, namely, 
nrhose who have set their hearts on the coming of their Lord "1

; 

that is, those who identify with Christ, and with G6d's purposes 
in Christ. There are different ways in the New Testament of 
describing Christians. For examole, In l · Corinthians 1 :2 
Christi ans are ca 11 ed ''those who ca 11 u~on (i.e., pray to) the 
Lord Jesus Christ '7

, that is, those who recognise Jesus as their 
Lord and God. Here we have an equally lnterestinq description of 
Christians: "Those who h3ve set their hearts on His appearing". 
Does this description fit · you who are 11stenlnq? 

God ' has created the world; created us and evervthlnq around us, and 
he has created it purrosefu II y; he redeemed: us from the 
consequences of our own rebel I ion aqainst Him, and given to us the 
qreat gift of forgiveness and restoration to fellowship and the 
promise of eternal inheritance. Al I this He has done through Him-

. self takln~ our nature- and bearing the consequences· of our self­
centred rebellion and sinfulness. He grants to all who cal .I upon 
His name a share in His final purposes when His Kingdom wi I.I be 
established, without contradiction or rebel I ion. 

Are we those who .have set our heart on this, as St. Paul was able 
to describe fellow Christians? An Interesting deflnitlon. How 

· true is It a def lnition of us and of our congreqation? If it 
doesn't fit it means that we are not the sort of Christians· that 
St. ·. Pau I knew in his time. Advent is a reminder to re-a I lgn our 
thlnking to the real it I es which stretch -beyond this I ife. Jesus is 
Lord. 

l.h the next verse St. Paul has a very sharp contrast: He speaks 
of Demas, one of his companions who has left him because "he set 
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his heart on this present world " . Dema.s had been sharinq with 
St. Paul in the ministry ; but has now given up. his Christian 
work because he has set his he~rt on this present world (2 Timothy 
4:9). We have in these two verses a sharp contrast in I ife 
attitudes. To set your heart on Christ 1 s appearing or to set 
your heart on this present world. There are many ohjects which 
the present world provides on which we may be tempted to set our 
heart. If we are younq it may be on having a good time ; if we 
are young marrieds It may be on our house or car; if we are older 
on our salary, or on our future security, on our retirement 
benefits. But the present world passes away and everythinq in it. 
We Christians are to set our hearts on Christ and His appearing 
and to I i ve by that. 11Je cannot do both. " If we I ove the wor Id, 
the love of the Father is not in us ·1

, says St. John; '' you cannot 
serve God and mammon ' ~ , said Christ our Saviour. r1ost of us 
Christians believe we can, but in so far as we set our hearts on 
the things of this world we are not in fact serving God, though we 
may think we are. To serve God is to trust H.im for the present and 
to set our hearts on His coming Kingdom. It is only by God's 
word that we hear of Christ ' s Kingdom and of God ' s judgment and of 
salvation through Christ our Lord. Therefore, if Christian 
ministers do not preach the word it is impossible for Christians 
to set their hearts on Christ's appearing . Yet , in one way or 
another, we are al I ministers of the word with a responsibility 
for preaching the word, whether as a parent at home or as a friend 
at work or as a minister in the conqregation ; and we are to press 
this word home, to show its implications. '~ hat use to Demas now 
is this present world on which he set his heart. He has left it 
for thousands of years and yet he lives to God. Only the things 
which are of eternal value are of any account. 

God, our creator, is the righteous judge and 1 iving Saviour ; we 
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should -seek His salvation and set our hearts on His purpose and 
His plahs and His inheritance ~nd His rei9~, and not t~rn ~side 
for se I f;..CE:lntred, short- I i ved power or money. . Our Lord comes. 
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