Battle Cry sounded! FO.L. attacks

i

Two well known Parliamentarians, the
Hon. Jim Cameron and the Rev, Hon. Fred
Nile spoke of the need for people to
speak up and let the State Government |
know that there are people against such
legislation

Ihe Festival of Light held a demonstration i
outside the State Parliament House in I
Sydney, Tuesday May 7th, 12.00-2.00 p.m |
to let the Premier Mr Neville Wran know |
that he had a battle on his hands, in trying I
to legalize homosexuality in this State. Mr |
Wran had introduced a private member’s ’
Bill attempting to, once and for all |

|

The Associate Director of the Festival of
; Light (NSW), Mr Steve Stevens, led the
legalize homosexuality and to “bring this demonstration and introduced a variety
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“On Fire” for Pentecost

Scripture Union’s
Fire” is now available
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A Growing vision

The Rev. Stuart Abrahams has been
appointed Director of the Archbishop of
Sydney’s Vision for Growth Appeal,
1984-1990. The Appeal, which was
endorsed by the 1983 Synod, will provide
for ministries in the newer and
developing areas to the west and south of
Sydney.

Mr Abrahams, who began duties at St
Andrew’s House on 1 May, will work with
the Archbishop and the Bishops in co-
ordinating efforts to present the

campaign to all churches in the Diocese,

Mr Abrahams was rector of All Saints,
Nowra. He has served as Chaplain to the
Wollongong Children’s Court and as a
member of the Deaconess Institute
Council, and was also actively involved in
the recent Leighton Ford Crusade

The launching of the Vision for Growth
Appeal will take place during the October
1984 Synod :

Executive resigns to be missionary

Greg Blaxland, well known executive
officer of the South American Missionary
Society of Australia, has resigned to
return to South America with his wife,
Judy. They will be part of a new urban
mission team in Caracas, Venezuela

Other members are Peter and Val
Clifford, Joan Ross and Morna Bissett
Greg ared Judy will leave behind their
three sons — Peter (23), John (20) and
Andrew (19)

“Celebration '84” exceeds all

expectations

he Gospel concert called “Celebration
34" to be held in the Sydn
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Newspapers of all denominations in
Sydney are currently carrying
advertisements, while one of Sydney’s
leading radio stations 2CH, has
commenced broadcasting professionally
produced spots, advertising the Gospel

pectacular, in prime time

The 2CH management has agreed to
fully sponsor “Celebration ‘84", while the
Bi-Centenial Committee has given every

upport to the Honorary Organizer Mr
\lan Petterson. Permission has been
given for the newly re-formed Young
World Singers to present the theme song
for the Bi-Centenial Celebrations. The
Multi-Screen audio visual, produced to
accompany the theme song, has also
been made available to Mr. Petterson for
screening during “Celebration '84"

Fortunately the Sydney Entertainment
Centre has ample provision for the
parking of buses, as well as cars. Food
bars abound, so that those travelling
great distances will have a wide variety of
food to choose from, right at the location
itself

Ramon Williams
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(The Australian Church Record has been bringing the
news on Church affairs for over 100 years, 1880-1983

an independent provocative
evangelical voice
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Wanted: new subscribers

We are making a special offer to present
subscribers. For every three new subscribers
that you obtain for us you receive a free book
You may choose your book from the list
below.

| Believe in Man — G, Carey
| Believe in Church Growth — E. Gibbs
I Believe in the Holy Spirit — M. Green
| Believe in Satan’s Downfall — M. Green
| Believe in the Creator — J. Heuston
I Believe in the Resurrection of Jesus
—G. E. Ladd
| Believe in the Historical Jesus
— I. H. Marshall
| Believe in Revelation — L. Morris
| Believe in the Second Coming — S, Travis
1 Believe in the Great Commission
- M. Warren
I Believe in Evangelism — . Watson
I Believe in the Church — D. Watson

We have chosen the | Believe Series
because it is an important contribution to
evangelical literature. The Series was edited by
Michael Green and sought to make modern
scholarship on important issues available at a
level that the ordinary Christian could
understand. Sadly, the books have been too
expensive for most people — some of the
titles selling for almost $15. Some titles were
issued in cheaper editions. We are offering the
better quality edition to our readers,

What you have to do

1) Get your friends to subscribe.

2) When they do, fill in the extra space on the
subscription form with your own name.

3) Send in the subscription forms with a year's
payment.

~\

4) When you have three new subscribers (you
have up to 12 months to obtain them — you
do not have to send them all at onc el) write to
us and tell us which title you wish to claim as
your free title,

(Note: unfortunately this offer only applies to
full subscriptions — theological students rates
are not included.)

An Example

One subscriber, immediately this offer was
made, found three members of her local
congregation who wanted to subscribe. She
has obtained her free book and donated it to
her Church library,

There are many people who are not
subscribers who might be interested if current
subscribers spoke to them about the Church
Record. Why not try in your local
congregation?

Newest Title

The last title to be released in the | BELIEVE
SERIES is “I Believe in Satan’s Downfall”,
Written by the series editor, Michael Green, it
attempts to deal with the modern trend in
theology to disregard the idea of a personal
Satan. At the same time, however, there is an
increase in the interest of our age in the occult.

Michael Green addresses himself to the
Biblical material about Satan and evil and, in
particular, to the guaranteed downfall of Satan.
Since Christians are continually engaged in a
spiritual warfare this book is of great
importance and we thoroughly recommend it

You can obtain a copy FREE by introducing

Church Record.

three new subscribers to the Australian

12 — AUSTRALIAN CHURCH RECORD, MAY 28 1984

The Australian

1803 JUNE 11, 1984

TG

CHURCH -
1 RECORD

7 ]
C v
/b\‘ \/ Registered by Australia Post Publication No. NAR1678

FIRST PUBLISH

Telephone 264 8349 PRICE 50 CENTS

For Melbourne — An Archbishop — at last!

After almost 12 months of what must surel

processes in the world, Melbourne's

David Penman as their new Archbishop. Bishop Penman had been an A

be one of the most difficult episcopal election
Archbishop Election Board have named Bishop

istant Bishop

with responsibility for the western region of the Diocese

Melbourne's
problems for the Diocese
abounded in the Press of bitter faction
fighting, though the reality seems to be
somewhat removed from that. However
without doubt, there are wounds which
will need to be healed by the new
Archbishop

Melbourne has
Evangelical Diocese, with a much wider

long election has created

Rumours

a reputation as an

acceptance of other forms of
Churchmanship than Sydney. It is said
that evangelicals are in the majority
amongst Melbourne’s clergy, largely
because of the excellent ministry of
Ridley College in preparing ordinands for
the Diocese, However, a Melbourne
source told us that the truth of that
statement also depended on a broader
definition of “evangelical” than many
would like

The election in 1977 of Archbishop
Robert Dann gave rise to numerous
claims and counter claims, It was
suggested by some that ill feeling about
changes in the membership of the
Flection Board led to the election of
Archbishop Dann as an interim
appointment while these feelings were
sorted out. If that is true, and we merely
report what we have been told, without
comment, then it was obviously not
successful. The current election saw
divisions on churchmanship largely
unresolved

Front runners, apparently, in the early
days of the election were all three
Assistant Bishops, David Penman, James
Grant and David Shand and Canon Peter
Hollingworth, executive director of the
Brotherhood of St. Laurence. There was a
lack of agreement amongst members of
the Board and the process became a
lengthy one. In the end, David Penman
was elected

One Melbourne evangelical who told
us that the evangelical group were
“politically naive” and did not organise
themselves as well as they should also
told us that his colleagues were delighted
with the choice of David Penman as

Archbishop

David Penman is a New Zealander. 4
vears old, he was ordained in 1962, He
served a curacy in New Zealand before
going to the Diocese of Karachi as a

missionary. He then went to the Diocese
of Jerusalem in 1972, There he was
chaplain to students and staff at the
University of Beirut. His experience in
hese areas is important. The Australian
aleader who has first

:nce of some of the most

hurch now has
hand exper

troublec in the world

St. Andrew’s Hall, in Melbourne is the

place where CMS candidates go for
training before leaving for the mission
field. David Penman was appointed
Principal in 1976. In 1979 he returned to
New Zealand to become Rector of one of
the larger churches there All Saint

31 Archbist

Dann invited him to return to Melbourne

Palmerston North. In 1¢

as an Assistant Bishop
Bishop Penman'’s stature amongst
evangelicals is evidenced by the decision

last year to invite him to be one of the

key speakers at a national conference of

evangelical Anglicans held in Sydney. His

contribution to that conference was
important. Evangelicals will be thrilled

with his appointment as Archbishoy

However, the new Archbishop of
Melbourne describes himself as a “liberal
while such a term is difficul
eems that the Archbishop

that term because some of his

evangelical
to define

elect use

views are not the same )se of man

mairistream evangelicals. He is a staunch

peace campaigner and says have an
open mind on all issues

At a Press Conference he said, 1 ar
horrified by nuclear war and | wil
in peace rallies.” He also said, speaking
gay rights, and remarriage, "'l wouldn’t
start with a set of rt each case

individual, It is very difficult for me

comment directly on tt

issues of gays
and remarriage within the church, but |
would certainly find them, understand
them and minister to them

The Archbishop elect makes no secret
of his position on women’s ministry, He is
opted onto MOW's
steering Committee in Melbourne ¢
has stated clearly that he believes there
ought to be a full place for women in the
ordained ministry. Such a position will

willing to be co

create tension. The other large
tself

evangelical See, Sydney, has showt
to be firmly opposed to women

ordination though there is currently

ymmittee meeting to look at th

Bishop Penman becomes Archbishop
concept of a permanent diac ate with f Melbourne at a time when there are
he possibility that women may be great conflicts wit own Diocese

and in the Australian Church. It is

ded ir Archbishe

opposed to we rd important to note that those to whom the
priesthood. In Victoria, the Archb ACR spoke all expressed the f that
elect will find ¥ it odds or david F 1an can make a great

ssue with many Province, n ( b ) the Diocese of

notably Bishop John Hazlewoo Melbourne and to the whole tralian

Ballarat who has spoken and wr Church

0 women'’s

strong oppositic

Francis Schaeffer dies of cancer

AFTER A six-year battle with cancer,
Francis Schaeffer, 72, founder of UAbri
Fellowship, died on May 15 in Rochester,
Minnesota,

He was known for an ability to convey
the truth of the Bible with keen
awareness of the moral and philosophical
movements which have shaped modern
Western culture. His wide influence on
either side of the Atlantic was due both to
the work of UAbri Fellowship, which he
founded in Switzerland in 1955, and to
the full schedule of speaking and writing
he maintained up to a month before his
death

He and his wife and Edith began L'Abri
(“the shelter”) by simply opening their
home to those who came with questions
and needs. As a result, their Swiss chalet
became known as a place where
Christianity was discussed and explained
with unusual clarity, and where seekers of
truth found acceptance and love as well.

Escape from Reason and The God Who
Is There, the first among 23 books,

appeared in 1968 as needful reminders
that Christian commitment should extend
beyond personal piety to critical
assessment of modern thought and
attitude from a biblical viewpoint. A
favourite expression of Schaeffer’s was
‘the Lordship of Christ in the totality of
Life!” Accordingly, his further writings
encouraged the application of revealed
truth to endeavours too often untouched
by Christian influence, including the art,
education, and politics

In particular, Whatever Happened to
the Human Race? (1979) urged Christians
to more actively defend the unique
dignity and worth of human life in a
society which too easily accepts abortion

He was deeply concerned for the
Church and pleaded not only that it
acknowledge the full authority of
Scripture but also that it demonstrate in
inter-personal relations a loving
“orthodoxy of community.”

CEN

Distinguished Theologians’ visit

Dr. David Wells, from the Gordon-Cornell
Theological Seminary in Massachusetts
USA, will visit Sydney in June

i fulfil preaching engagements. He also will
visit Wollongong and Parramatta
Dr Wells is the author of several
important theological books, including
Revolution in Rome” and “The
Evangelicals”, which he co-authored with
Dr. John Woodbridge

Dr. Wells is Professor of Historical and
Systematic Theology at the seminary
During his time in Sydney he will address
a school for Anglican clergy and church
workers, speak at Moore College and

INSIDE

MOW debates women’s ordination,
doubie feature

...Pages 6 &7

“Maranatha”, studies on Galatians .. Page 11

Anti-discrimination report ...Page9
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The filmstrips of the World Home Bible League are also available in € hinese, complete
with Chinese scenes and cassette tapes. The accompanying discussion literature, is also
in Chinese, but pages and questions are numbered the same as in the English versions

In this way, anyone can use the material!

The World Home Bible League began in
1938 with the vision of one man and his
wife. Bill Chapman began distributing
3ibles in his home town of Walkerton
Indiana, asking each householder, “Do

you have a Bible?” If the answer was
No”, the next questic vas “If we gav
you one, would you read it?” From this

simple beginning the work has grown to

|
|
|
|

Photo: Ramon Williams

studies, began acting as the Australian

representative. He soon found it
necessary to leave parish ministry and
enter the work full-time. The League now

has ull-time workers

It located in

Sydney. Two Anglica nisters the Rev
lohn Emery and the Rev. Ray Wheeler are

on the staff of the League, the for

Field Secretary and the latter as part-time

supporters and by the nature of the
League as a non-profit organisation. A
recent generous gift has made possible a
current offer applying to the League’s
most popular New Testament (aimed at
use in evangelism) which involves “Buy
two get one free”. This effectively
reduces the price of these attractive New
Tesatments to about 80¢ per copy

One unusual venture by the World
Home Bible League was begun by the
American headquarters in 1980. This was
a project to get used (or rather, unused!)
copies of the Scriptures (in English) off
Western christians’ bookshelves and into
the homes of third-world English-
speaking people. Many of these could
never hope to purchase a Bible of their
own in their life time. It is hoped to reach
millions of people in African and Asian
countries in this way. Australia’s
responsibility in this project is the
Philippines, and already thousands of
Bibles donated by Australian christians
have been shipped to that country and
distributed in some of the poorer villages
Care has to be taken that each carton
contains Scriptures of roughly similar
quality, otherwise trouble can be caused

in the village!

o 5 .

Equipping for evangelism
The World Home Bible League is
nitted to a “theological philosophy

he basis of its ministry, It sees the

as
Word of God as primary in evangelism
outreach from the local church as the
most effective means of evangelism, and

seen the League'’s material proving
effective in evangelism, Neil heard of the
availability of much of the material,
including the evangelistic audio visual
“The Touch of His Hand", in Chinese. He
immediately began using this material,
now has Chinese workers Irene Mok and
Law Min Yaw on the staff of his church
and sees about ninety Chinese-speaking
believers attending services at his church
every Sunday afternoon

Another Anglican Church on the
outskirts of Sydney has commenced a
programme of New Testament
distribution, and of offering the
evangelistic Bible Study the “Touch of His
Hand" to interested people. Fach street is
being systematically visited. An amount
of $2,500 has been allocated by the Parish
Council for the project. Already twenty
people are working their way through the
course, and many New Testaments have
been placed in homes which previously
had no copies of the Scriptures

Wide use

Sometimes ministers complain of the
proliferation ol various schemes of
evangelism. Perhaps they should be
grateful they have a choice! The World
Home Bible League material is not
presented as the ultimate in evangelistic
outreach, but as the kind of material that
can happily supplement other material
and methods that are used in reaching
people for Christ. In the United States as
well as here, many Churches engaged in
the Evangelism Explosion method of

World Home Bible League serves evangelism

the stage where this vear, it is expected

that the number of Scriptures d i

by the Bible League in over seventy

countries will pass the 200 million mark
In Brazil, a yol

study schem
New Testament has see
students reached. At a recent ceremony

n millions

celebrating the four millionth New

Testament distributed by the League t

the high schools of South America, a

request was made for another 25
more!

The League is associated with its sister

organisation the Wycliffe Bible Translators

with almost 700 of the 940 new
translations being worked on at present
worldwide. About 80% of all new
translations undertaken by many
different agencies are eventually printed
and distributed by the World Home Bible
League.

Australian commencement
The League’s ministry commenced in
Australia in 1974, A Reformed Church
minister, the Rev. Gerald Hanscamp
impressed by the solid Bible-teaching
nature of the League’s evangelistic Bible

fat
nodation

sent pren

free distributi

League make

studie med
idies aimed

s of Scripture to the felt
od man. Many of these
study booklets have sold in the hundreds
of thousands in this country alone, and
are currently used by many hundreds of
Anglican and other churches across

Is of r

Australia. Many appreciate the
attractiven ease of understanding, and
low t of these materials. This latter is
made possible by the gifts of many

o

Bill Wo;ner Pty.Ltd.

Mittagong
phone (048) 711044
MAZDA and Volkswagens — Sales and Services

It was a grea” day for the World Home Bible League when they opened their new

headquarters, at Werrington.

(L to R) Bishop Ken Short, who gave the main address during the ceremony, Rev. John
Emery, Field Secretary and Gerald Hanscamp, General Secretary

the equipping of the “ordinary Joe
christian as the greatest need in
evangelism. With this aim in view
instructional seminars are held regularly
in local churches seeking to encourage
and equip committed christian people for
haring the Gospel

One remarkable use of the League’s
materials and methods has been in the
parish of Cabramatta in the Western
Suburbs of Sydney. The Rev. Neil Flower
has established over thirty outlet points
for the free distribution of the League’s
New Testament “The Greatest is Love’

About 1,000 New Testaments a year are
placed by his parish in this way. Having

ANGLICAN CHURCH
DIOCESE OF SYDNEY

Secretary /Clerk
mature experienced Secretary/Clerk part
10p of Sydney's

This could de
particularly s
Written Applications please to
Manager Administration
Sydney Diocesan Secrelariat
PO. Box Q19
Queen Victonia Buildings
SYDNEY N SW. 2000

) 4 full time position, and would
a person already involved in parish ministry.
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outreach find the League material
especially appropriate. Such churches
appreciate the low-key, Bible-teaching
approach of studies like the “Touch of His
Hand" in establishing people in a real
commitment to Christ, and in an
understanding of the vital role of
fellowship with other believers in their
Christian living

The League is glad to number among
its Board of Reference members
Archbishop Robinson and the Rev. K.
Baker, now rector of St. Stephen’s
Coorparoo. itis a truly
interdenominational organisation, which
though emanating from the Reformed
‘stable’, enjoys a ministry right across the
theological and denominational
spectrum. Any enquiries about the
League’s ministry or material may be
made to PO Box 464, Penrith, NSW 2750
Phone (02) 673 3206 or 673 3207

THE AUSTRALIAN CHURCH RECORD, Edi-
torial and Business, First Floor, St
Andrew's House, Sydney Square, Sydney
2000. This is a National paper issued
fortnightly on alternate Mondays. Subscrip-
tion is $16°00 per year, posted

Printed by J. Bell & Co. Pty. Lid, 13
McCauley Street, Alexandria, N.SW. 2015
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New Victorian State Secretary

for Bible Society

If the church is to grow, it has to be
through the Word in one way or another,
according to the newly appointed
Victorian State Secretary of the Bible
Society, Mr Brian Good.

“Ther 2 is a sureness that God blesses
through His Word,” Mr. Good said. Mr.
Good, 50, will take up his new position on
June 1, 1984, following the recent
resignation of former Victorian State
Secretary, the Reverend Wesley Girvan.

Executive Director for the Gideons
international in Australia for 12 years and
more recently owner of his own business,
Christian Resource Services, Mr Good
said he was looking forward to settling
into his new role.

“It will offer a real challenge,” he said,
“especially because it is such a well-
established Society

Christian Resource Services became
national coordinator for Brian Willersdorf
Evangelistic Association, coordinator for
Explo ‘83 Melbourne and national
coordinator for Open Air Campaigners
(OAC)

Mr Good has been married for 28 years
and has four children.

He and his wife Sylvia do not expect
many problems in their move to
Melbourne from Canberra — it was their
home town until 1958 and they still have
many friends and some family there

Christian Ski Lodge celebrates
21 years of ministry to the

snowfields

The Southern Cross Ski Lodge is 21 years
of age this winter season of 1984. Built
and opened in May 1963 the Lodge was
the first in Australia to provide a base in
the snowfields for Christian ministry and
holiday opportunities,

Peter Goodwin-Hudson, Assistant Youth
Chaplain Sydney Diocese in 1963 and
currently School Chaplain, Repton
School, Derbyshire, U.K.

Directors of the Ski Lodge are planning
a Week of Celebration and Outreach to
Smiggin Holes and Perisher Valley for
August 11-18. A team of thirty-five will
share holiday activities and the Christian
Gospel with both skiers and valley staff
during that week. Leading the team is
lony Molyneaux, Director of the Sydney

JAnglican Youth Department and a
member of the Ski Lodge Board of
Directors,

Well known Sydney rock group The
Tony Williams Band will support the team
by playing the major resort hotels during
the week, sharing their unique blend of

C 'Jl”l‘”l[)ﬂfd!\ music dlll‘ entertainment
from a Christian perspective. Other
professional artists on the team are
Sydney’s Greg Dimmock (singer/
guitarist), and from Melbourne, Dennis
Clare, with his entertaining clown/mime
act "Button”

Tony Molyneax, Director, Anglican Youth
Department and member Ski Lodge
Board of Directors.

Peter was the driving force behind the
establishment of the Lodge in 1963

A Thanksgiving Service and Dinner will
be held on Friday, 27th July, 1984. More
details and information can be obtained
from the Anglican Youth Department, St
Andrews House, Sydney Square 2000

Programmes will be run daily at both
Smiggin Holes and Perisher Valley, where
up to 10,000 tourists visit each week at the
height of the ski season, Overseas team
members will include Reverend Peter
Goodwin-Hudson and his wife Brione,
who are revisiting Australia for this event

Chapman returns

An Anglican preacher of international
reputation will return home when he
speaks at St. Paul’s, Oatley early in June

Canon John Chapman grew up at
Oatley and attended Sydney Technical
High School

He later qualified as a manual arts
teacher before being posted to the
northwest of the state in 1952

John Chapman was ordained 25 years
ago, and served in Armidale diocese for
12 years, being Director of Christian
Education form 1966 to 1968,

While Youth Director from 1960 to 1965
he received his first invitation to preach
overseas,

Since then he has attracted large
congregations in places as diverse as

home

London, Philadelphia, Vancouver, Karachi
and Hong Kong

He has been Director of Evangelism for
the Diocese of Sydney since 1969

Each year he preaches over a wide area
of Australia and regularly accepts
overseds engagements,

John Chapman last year preached at a
large public service in Oatley Park to
celebrate the suburb’s 150th anniversary

He has surrounded afterwards by old
residents who remembered his parents or
knew him as a boy

“It was great to be back”, he said. "1
met people | hadn’t seen for years and we
reminded one another of many events of
30 to 40 years ago!”

Quick Cuts

A survey on God

.H)d\/ well be, of course, because of our
own sinfulness. We find it very hard
indeed to imagine someone who is really
good, because we have no experience of
what such a person may be like. This
observation shows, by the way, just how
miraculous the gospels are. They do
portray a perfectly good person, but they
make him seem real, not sentimental,
romantic or wowserish.

A million dollar survey of religious
attitudes has recently been conducted in
Western Europe. The results may surprise
some — 75% of those questioned
believed in God; 37% regularly go to
church; but only 85% of regular church-
goers believe in the concept of sin — why
the other 15% think that Jesus Christ
came into the world it is hard to imagine.
One of the most interesting results,
however was amongst the 25% of But there is a second, rather more
unbelievers. Of these, 4% do not believe sinister reason why people may believe in
in God, but they do believe in the devil the devil rather than God. This is the rise
Why? of occult and magical practices. There is
more of this in the community than is
sometimes realised, and much of it is
directed to getting in touch with spiritual
forces beyond the allowable barrier, |
believe in the devil, not just because the
Bible speaks of him (though that is
sufficient reason) but because | have met
people who have experienced his
presence. Often they were badly
frightened — a faolish game had turned
very, very nasty. Yet what else can we
expect? When a culture turns its back on
God — the devil is the alternative, and
that way is death and madness

Well we can't say for sure, of course,
although it is possible to think of some
explanations. It may be that some people
are merely illogical; they have not
thought through the implications of their
beliefs. Or again, people may be
protesting against God by claiming to
believe in his adversary. But | can think of
two rather more profound reasons for
this strange result.

First, it may arise out of the fact that it
is easier to imagine or portray an evil
man, than it is to imagine a good one
Hell seems more interesting to us than
heaven; darkness rather than light. It is
hard to be interested in perfection. This

(We suggest that you might like to use this
article in your Parish Paper)

Peter jensen.

e you seen
SeSus in the eyes

chia?

Jesus said “Whatever you did for
one of the least of these brothers
of mine, you did for me”.

Today Jesus is hungry, thirsty and
sick. Without clothes and alone.
You can see Him all over the world
reflected in the eyes of 350 million
malnourished children.

By becoming a World Vision child
sponsor, you can have a special
relationship with “one of the least of
these” and provide essentials such
as food, clean water, clothing,
education and loving care,

A monthly gift of $21is enough to
change a life forever.

Yes, [will sbonsor achil..

Please send me the name and details of a child in need.
Hereis [] $21 for the first month, [ $63 for 3 months, $21
L] $126 for 6 months, [ $252 for 1 year.

L1 can't sponsor a child butwanttogive $_______ AMONTH

[] Please send me more information.

Mr/Mrs/MissiMs._________ Wi it . i

oo, LRl L el i

PR e e e e Postoode. - Phole— . .
P03.224

| wish to make my contributions by Bankcard or Visa Card No

L LU L]
_ .. WORLD VISION
SPGNSORSHIP

GPO BOX 9944 SYDNEY NSW 2001 PHONE: (02) 267 9117

PR R RS —
Gifts $2 ormore are tax deductible.

-——————-————_-_-- N G A MSSOR GEED GRS SN SRS SRS
World Vision is a Christian humanitarian organization reaching outtoa hurting world
Registered office: World Vision of Australia (inc. in Victoria), 161 Sturt Street, South Melbourne, 3205
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Lesley Hicks

I had my first opportunity recently to
attend a citizenship ceremony. The oath
of allegiance, | was relieved to find, is still
sworn to the Queen, though | understand
moves to revise it are afoot. Our local
mayor administered the oath (or
affirmation, in a few cases) to some 45
new citizens, including the Vietnamese
refugee couple who are much-loved
members of our congregation. About 20
of us were there to support them and
their two children, and gathered for a
celebration meal afterwards

It was obviously an occasion of
immense significance to them, and a joy
for the rest of us to share it with them

The Nguyens have been in Australia
just the minimum three years, and had
eagerly put in their application forms
earlier so that they could become citizens
as soon as legally possible. Moreover
with some financial help from friends and
with savings from factory jobs held by
both husband and wife (both former
nurses in Vietnam) they had recently
been able to put a deposit on a
unit in a cheaper area of Sydney. This
they intend to let to other ot wanting
to up-root themselves at this stage from
their present rented accommodation
with its proximity of their wark, the
children’s schools and our church

So for this family at least, the long
journey from Vietnam has ended with a
fairly secure foothold in Australia. Like
many other migrar.ts whose language
poverty and other handicaps put then
low on the status and employment scale
in their new country, they have high
hopes for their children

In another sense, though, the story of
their settlerent in Australia is just
beginning, along with more than 85,000
others from indo-China who have come
to our shores as refugees since the end of
the Vietnam war in 1975. Their wellbeing
will depend much on attitudes of the
Australian community towards ther

Study of Vietnamese in Australia

Because of our close indentification
with this one family, and as both my
husband and | have since its inception
been committee members of the NSW
Indo-China Refugee Association (ICRA)

Appeals
HOME OF PEACE HOSPITAL
(Deaconess Institution)

EVERSLEIGH
274 Addison Road, Petersham
NERINGAH
Neringah Avenue, Wahroonga
GREENWICH

River Road, Greenwich

These hospitals (320 beds) undertake special-
ised medical and nursing care of chronically
ill patients of any age, nationality or religious
faith

These hospitals are co-operating with certain
general hospitals in the retraining of eligible
patients to return to their normal environment
(home, etc.)

Your help is urgently needed for our immedi-
ate and future needs, including the rehabili-
tation units at each hospital
PLEASE REMEMBER THE
. HOSPITAL IN YOUR WILL
All donations over $2 are allowable
deductions for income tax purposes
For further information phone or
write to:
Box 124, Post Office Petersham
N.SW., 2049
Telephone: 560 38668

The Long
Journey

was interested to receive a review ¢ opy of
The Long Journey — Vietnamese
Migration and Settlement in Australia, by
Nancy Viviani, who is Senior Lecturer in
the School of Modern Asian Studies at
Griffith University, Queensland. (Pub
Melbourne University Press, April ‘84
Hard cover $26.60.) It is a scholarly
sociological study, not a personal

popular one. It provides the vital
background facts for anyone seeking to
think through the issues posed by the
current immigration debate sparked by
Professor Blainey’s remarks. Is Australia’s
racial balance under threat? Does the
0-China

admission of refugees from
and the follow-up family reunion policy
mean that we are being swamped by
Asians, as the National Front graffitists

allege

Problems of Clustering

he proportion of Indo-Chinese in
Australia is only about half of 1 e
0.5% of our population. In some areas
notably the Fairfield municipality of
western Sydney, the ave clustered ir

omparatively high concentrations, but
still the fears and arcusations of racists
have little rational basis. Viviani

comments that, before 1982, while fears

f job competition

[ Chinese

yuld be justified terms of t

ir impact
n job opportunities in the areas where

they are concentrated, this was balanced

by the fact that they took jobs that were

f tof i keep filled, and that they
pent most of their income a SO
contributed to job creation elsewhere

Need for Reassessment

She goe t P, 217) "This
changed in 1982 when it became clear
that both migrants and refugees were

affecting the job opportunities of

ns in Sydney and Melbourne and

themselves suffering the effects of
recession. This situation indicates the

ess its

need for government to rea

economic rmanagement and migratior

intake. Nevertheles refugees have
as their

well-based claims tc
numbers are small they have little
national impact on employment

Nancy Viviani’s study centres or

migrants from Vietnam, who form the
great majority of Indo-Chinese here. The
Kampucheans and Laotians she considers
deserving of separate studies, She
Jistinguishes carefully throughout her
book between the ethnic Chinese
community who fled Vietnam in such
large numbers, and the ethnic
Vietnamese. With language and cultural
differences, they form two distinct groups
in Australia too

Challenge to Democracy

Her final chapter discusses in detail
relationships between Australians and the
newcomers from Vietnam. She quotes
Felix Rohatyn's comment (on America)
‘Democracy may be a great luxury that
works 50 long as there is growth to
allocate, The system has not been tested
in allocating sacrifice” If times get
tougher, will the Australian middie-class
make sacrifices to ensure that Vietnamese
can have the same class mobility that
they themselves have had?” Her answer is
a pessimistic one. (P.275)

And to Churches

Yet our own experience is showing us
that Christian congregations can play a
part in welcoming these neediest of
newcomers to our shores. In so doing,
not only are our Vietnamese friends
helped, but we are enriched by knowing
them. ,
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Deaconesses in Aboriginal
ministry development

A'report by the Rev. David Thompson of
Nungalinya College, Darwin

The culmination of many struggles and
hopes by two Aboriginal women took
place at Ngukurr, Roper River, in the
diocese of the Northern Territory, in their
ordination as Deaconesses on May 12

Betty Roberts and Dinah Garadji, who
are sisters, are both widows with grown
up children. In 1979 they began attending
Church leadership courses at Nungalinya
College, Darwin, and this led to a year of
full-time studies in English as a Second
Language in 1980, followed by three years
of study for the Diploma of Theology
They were awarded the Diploma in
December 1983 and returned to Ngukurr
to complement the ministry of the Rev
Gumbuli Wurramarra, the diocese’s first
Aboriginal priest

As the first Aboriginal Deaconesses in
the diogese they represent a significant
step forward in the development of local
forms of ministry in Aboriginal
communities, Other Anglican students
are now studying at Nungalinya College
in preparation for a pattern of shared
ministry with other men and women in
their communities. Aringari Wurramarra
of Angurugu, Groote Eylandt, is now in
the final year of Diploma studies while
three other men have commenced full
time studies towards the Certificate of

Theology. They are Jock Wurragwagwa
from Umbakumba (NT), Rupert
Nunggumajbarr from Numbulwar (NT),
and Stephen Giblet from Lockhart River
(Diocese of Carpentaria). Their wives are
also involved in stadies in a special
Aboriginal Women's Studies course,

Other men and women from northern
communities attend short courses and
are studying by extension for the
Certificate

Evidence of growth in the life of the
Church i such communities is seen not
only in the patterns of shared ministry
that are emerging but also in significant
adult baptisms in recent months at
Numbulwar and Umbakumba. This also
occurred at Ngukurr on the day following
the ordination, in the baptism of 8 adults
and 11 children by Gumbuli in the Roper
River, and their confirmation by Bishop
Clyde Wood, complete with statf and
wide-brimmed hat, on the bank of the
river

Betty Roberts and Dinah Garadji now
g0 on with the struggles and hopes,
sorrows and joys of their ministry as
deaconesses as they share with Gumbuli
and their people in the Lord’s task of
teaching and witness, of love and
reconciliation in a community that has its
share, for good and ill, in the cultural and
material changes that are occurring in
Aboriginal communities.

Bible Society no room for complacency

If changes in the image and structure of
the Bible Society do not serve to promote
the effective circulation of God'’s Word
then they should be rejected or
abandoned

This is the opinion of The Reverend | R
Payne, Australian General Secretary of the
Bible Society in Australia, expressed in his
general review of operations, presented
to its National Council in Melbourne
today

We have to formulate new insights
and give orientation and assistance to the
whole Bible Society movement as we
forge ahead,” Mr. Payne told the council

The Bible Society in Australia has

made significant progress in the period
under review, however there is never any
room for complacency. “Any Christian
organisation that does not rest on the
rock of God's Word will fail and fall, We
must, as a Bible Society, re-examine our
foundations. “We would ali concede
there is much to be done to accomplish
greater achievements in fundraising to
support the World Service Budget of the
United Bible Societies and for more
effective circulation of the Word of God
in our spiritually needy country.

“Anything that does not contribute to
this might as well be thrown out before it
is taken away.”

Anti-Discrimination and Religion

The Dean of Sydney, the Very Rev. Lance
Shilton gave the address at St. Andrew’s
Cathedral recently at the Ninth Annual
Service of Commemoration of the Most
Excellent Order of the British Empire. The
Cathedral was crowded with members of
the Order and their friends. The Dean
said

The report of the N.SW. Anti-
Discrimination Board on
‘Discrimination and Religious

Conviction’ this week takes a big stick
against major denominations by
highlighting the legitimate rights of
minor sects and by claiming that these
”Irl]lll (’(‘"U”Hl\(l“(”l\ are in ')()ﬂl'l()"%
of privilege in respect to rates and
taxation. it does not acknowledge the
great volume of Christian voluntary
work done by members of these
denominations over a period of 200
years

Bookaire — Alive and Well

Since you last read about BOOKAIRE, the
Flying Christian Bookshop, in this
publication many adventures have been
added to the work of selling Christian
literature and novelties to the “outback’

people

Such as — being billetted in caravans,
hotels, motels, sewing rooms, study
rooms, school rooms, churches, church
halls, clinic halls and the occasional guest
bedroom

arriving to find all accommodation
taken but being warmly welcomed by
clergymen and their familes

— landing on the local emergency strip
then walking, at night, through the
mullock hills in order to make contact
with our hosts

— having all navigation aids
malfunction because of numerous
thunderstorms in the vicinity, Fortunately
the Lord’s voice is louder and He attends
to our guidance, Praise His Holy name !!

— running very low on fuel when one's
destination suddenly fogs in or other
weather problems prevent progress and
one needs to return to last point of
departure. Racing before dust storms.

conducting deputations to many
Churches and other groups and being
interviewed on radio and TV.

The places visited, other than
deputations and properties have been as
far North as Proserpine and Alice Springs,
as far West as Perth and as far South as
Lake Grace, as far isolated as Andamooka,
Tibooburra and Kukerin, and high as Mt
Buffalo — numbering about 37. Some
have been visited at least three times.
One trip entailed 30 hours flying time,
3,000 nautical miles and three weeks,

Stalls have been set up at fetes, District
Shows, shop fronts, BBQs, in Schools,
Churches, Church Halls, kitchens, lounge
rooms, clinics, hangars, verandahs,
bedrooms, conference rooms, and at one
time on the wing of the aircraft.

Who said “There’s no more adventure
to be had!” — Try doing the Lord’s work

The aim of BOOKAIRE is to enhance the
work of Ministers, Missionaries, Padres,
Pastors, Lay Preachers and the many
others in the Field as well as the
establishment Christian Bookshops by
visiting the isolated people and letting
them see what is available in the way of
Christian Literature and novelties.

“The hour of difference” makes

all the difference

Dario and Martha Rosso.

The radio programs “THE HOUR OF
DIFFERENCE” are described by the
producers as “a message of meaning for
families”. They are in Spanish and English,
and are the results of a lot of hard work
by Dario and Martha Rosso, of the
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE in Sydney

At first they worked at night, as the
“recording studio’” was in their home,
near a busy highway. They had to wait
until traffic noise was at its lowest. Now
they have been offered better quarters,
but the challenge of producing programs
for three of Sydney’s FM radio stations is
very challenging.

Each station requires a different format
2RDJ-FM at Burwood uses a quarter hour
English speaking program with Spanish
songs. The programs are aired every first
and third Friday, at 8.30 pm. The area
covered, of 170,000 people, would
include approximately 2,000 Spanish
speaking people,

At Liverpool, Radio Station 2GLF-FM
reaches a Spanish speaking Community
of over 25,000! The General Manager, Mrs.
Joan Killorn expects very high standard
programs but is happy to use “THE HOUR
OF DIFFERENCE”, every Sunday at 8.00
pm. The quarter hour program is
completely in Spanish,

A lady at Fairfield has written to say,
““What a nice experience to listen to our
beloved hymns on 2GLF-FM, in our
mother tongue. | pray that God will help
you in the continuance of this ministry.”

The areas reached by 2NBC-FM at
Narwee, is one of the largest, because of
the more powerful transmission signal
Listeners have written from as far apart as
Hornsby and Wollongong! over 100 miles

2NBC-FM broadcasts a half hour
program in Spanish, every Friday evening
at 8.00 pm. The total number of Spanish
speaking people reached could be in
excess of 35,000, commented Dario
Rosso

A lady at Hurstville wrote, “Because of
family problems | am unable to attend
church services regularly. Therefore your
program “THE HOUR OF DIFFERENCE”
offers me, every Friday, the spiritual food
| am deprived of and also helps me to
cope with my problems.

"I pray for you regularly, so that the
program may continue and reach families
who undergo the same problems as
myself!” This letter was similar to many
which have reached the POCKET
TESTAMENT LEAGUE, and which have
encouraged the Rossos to keep going

If it were not for the generous support
given by the various radio stations using
the program, the work would not be
possible. It is not the type of work people
rush to support, yet it is reac hing a
mission field in the midst of Sydney’s
population

The programs produced by Dario and
Martha Rosso are available for any
interested radio station. Literature, in
Snanish, is also available, from the
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE

Melbourne release, What it’s like
being a State Ward

How does it feel to be a State Ward? A
new booklet detailing the opinions of the
young people themselves was launched
recently by the Associate Director of the
Mission of St. James and St. John, the
Reverend lan Paxton

Entitled ‘Kids Speak Out: What it's like
being a State Ward', the booklet presents
the views of twenty-six children and
vouths from eleven family group homes
administered by the Mission,

In launching the booklet, Mr. Paxton
referred to a number of significant
individuals, Government Committees and
Programs that should take note of what
has been said by the children,

Mr. Paxton said today, “the children’s
statements cannot be dismissed like a

grain of salt. They speak loudly to
legislators, policy developers, service
providers and to parents about the way
adults can neglect children.”

For the booklet, young people were
interviewed on a wide range of subjects
including their family backgrounds, what
life is like in a family group home and
future aspirations. Their comments have
been produced under these and other
headings. They make compelling reading

The majority of the children were in
their early teens, although people as
young as seven and as old as seventeen
were interviewed. All comments were
made in confidence, and no names were
linked to the opinions printed in the
booklet.

ACC: The racism debate

The Australian Council of Churches has
expressed its disappointment at the way
consideration of Australia’s refugee and
immigration policy has been reduced to a
low level of public and political debate.

No one questions the right of
individual citizens or responsible
members of Parliament to question any
aspect of government policy or to reflect
upon the basic principles of that policy
and its effects on Australian society.

The Australian Council of Churches is
concerned, however, that the manner in
which the debate has been handled,

particularly in the Australian Parliament,
has cloaked the essentials of the issues in
an emotionalism that has allowed
extremist viewpoints to assume
predominance,

This has overwhelmed any
consideration of the moral and
humanitarian elements of Australian
immigration and refugee policy.

The Australian Council of Churches is
concerned that the government
maintains its commitment to a policy of
family reunions and of the acceptance of
refugees on humanitarian grounds.

“I'm Listening,
But..”

Being able to listen properly is an
important skill for all relationships. The
ability to listen opens channels of
communication and can keep them open,
but it is a skill not readily acquired or
used. There are many factors which
appear to make us too ready to express a
point of view when in fact we should be
listening to someone else’s viewpoint
This not only applies in our relationships
with other persons but also to our
relationship with God

The Bible contains many passages in
which God calls upon His people to
listen. The word of God was often
brought to Israel through the prophets
and was prefaced by an injunction to
hear or to listen. This was no casual call
for a half-hearted and half-heard
“response”. For example, Jeremiah
commented: “Hear and pay attention, do
not be arrogant, for the Lord has spoken

if you do not listen | will weep in
secret because of your pride” (13:15-17)

The suggestion here is that arrogance
and pride can keep Israel from listening
Yet this would be their loss, for the words
they fail to hear are words of warning
Here we see a principle which appears to
operate to the detriment of relationships
in all kinds of circumstances. The
attitudes of the hearer either block or
distort the message intended for the
hearer

Recently, | saw a video-tape of a
married couple engaged in marital
counselling. The wife was very hurt and
frustrated by her husband’s failure to
spend time with her and the children and
by his obsession with work and
consequent financial success. She was
trying to tell him that she needed him, the
children needed him, that they loved him
and were anxious that all his efforts at
work were going to be wasted in the long
run if they had no real family life left to
enjoy

The husband listened in the sense that
he let her have her say. He sat quietly and
looked at her as she spoke. He even
nodded from time to time as if in
agreement with her. But when he spoke it
was apparent that he hadn't listened to
her message as it was intended at all. He
restated what he believed she was saying
as a form of reflective listening. But he
didn’t reflect her message. His vision was
what he thought she was saying and was
a product of his own emotional state

He felt angry, for he regarded his work
effort as a sacrifice made on behalf of an
ungrateful family. The plea for
involvement came across as an attack on
him. He couldn’t see the concern, the
need or the love. All he could see was
what he felt. rle felt angry and let-down
and hence saw nagging and denigration
rather than love and need

His reaction to his wife's statement was
then mis-heard by the wife. In the face of
her need for more time she was feeling
desperate and frustrated. So when he
responded mistakenly, she mis-heard his
message too. She missed his frustration at
not being thanked and respected for his
effort and heard him saying he didn’t
want her or the children and liked his job
more than them,

This is a tragic comedy of
communication errors which largely
emerges out of a failure to listen carefully
and accurately. Such care and accuracy
requires one to concentrate on the
message being expressed by the other
person. Rather than concentrate on our
own feelings and what our response is to
be, we need to concentrate on the
feelings of the speaker. If the husband in
our example had done this he would
have understood his wife’s need and love
for him better. If his wife had been able to

Alan Craddock

understand his feeling of family
commitment this would have helped her
too. Instead of being driven apart they
would have come a little closer and more
able to make changes in their attitudes
and behaviours which could resolve their
differences

They needed to reason together, but a
prerequisite for such a process is careful,
accurate and active listening. This applies
equally to our relationship with God. We
can fail to listen to God when we read the
Bible or pray in a frame of mind that is
dominated by unhelpful personal
attitudes. We can be closed-minded,
seeking only words which reinforce an
existing viewpoint or prejudice. We can
be dominated by particular unhelpful
emotions and thus listen selectively and
only register those messages which
somehow complement our current
emotional state. The risks of distortion, of
misinterpretation and of overlooking
certain aspects of God’s total message are
extremely great in these circumstances

Jesus recognized this problem when he
preached in parables. There were those
among his listeners who would not
understand and who heard only what
they wanted to hear or expected to hear
in the light of their fears and prejudices.
Those who feared a change in the status
quo heard only a blasphemous and
dangerous heretic. Those who had
secular political hopes heard the
posssibilities for political change

No wonder Jesus kept saying, “He who
has ears to hear let him hear” {Luke 8:8)
He makes the point later that there are
those who hear but who do not
understand (8:10) and that we need to
consider carefully how we listen (8:18). It
is also clear that hearing leads to
obedient action. The response of
understanding is followed by action
which is in harmony with the
understanding: “But | tell you who hear
me: love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you” (Luke 6:27)

The need to really listen, with a view to
learning and acting in appropriate and
helpful ways is a key need in all our
relationships. It begins with our readiness
to listen to God and then can flow into
and benefit all our human relationships

FRANK AKEHURST

MANUFACTURING JEWELLER
“ARTISTIQUE GIFTS”
Gifts for all the family

© Birthdays ® Engagemenits
© Weddings etc.

Handpainted Plates & Oil Paintings by Sydney
Artists
A Good Range of Australian Souvenirs

Shop 9 Eastwood Arcade
183-5 Rowe Street, Eastwood 2122
Phone 85 6712
BANKCARD AND LAY -BYS WELCOME
80’ Off Council Car Park in Glen Street

DREWS REMOVALS

Local, Country & Interstate

G. & C. DREW
PTY. LTD.

(Established 1946)

No connection in any way with firms of
similar name

68 Smiths Ave., Hurstville 2220

Telephone: 50 8366
After Hours: 726 7098
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This is a discussion on 14th May on the
theological issues raised by MOW's call
for the ordination of women to christian
ministry on the same basis as men. John,
you are going to read or propose a way
forward?

Agreement and disagreement

Woodhouse To begin with, we would
want to set forward points where we
agree with MOW so that we do not argue
at cross purposes, But there are also some
crucial points of disagreement.

Let me suggest areas of agreement.
Firstly, we would want to affirm that there
have been many ways, and there
continue to be, in which in church life
women have been wrongly regarded,
wrongly treated, and wrong attitudes
have prevailed; and there is need for
reformation and change. Secondly, there
is a need to explore ways in which
denominational structures can be
developed to encourage much more fully
than they do at the moment women
involved in full-time Christian service.
There are great inadequacies in our
denominational structures at the moment
you would agree. Thirdly, as far as
treatment of the Bible is concerned, and
this is a crucial issue in this debate, there
are considerable cultural differences
between the New Testament and our
own day which at times involve
differences in the specific terms in which
the will of God is going to be followed
There will be differences in the ways in
which God's will is expressed in the New
Testament world and in our own
Fourthly, we want to affirm whole-
heartedly with the MOW material that
men and women share equally as joint
heirs in the grace of life

However, there are two radical
disagreements we have with the direction
in which those concerns are being
pursued by MOW, and these to our mind
are very serious points which need to be
confronted and dealt with. The first is that
we would want to affirm that according
to the Bible, sexual distinctions do matter
and are part of God'’s purposes for His
Church. Further, there is no inconsistency
between this situation and the fact that
men and women share equally as joint
heirs in the grace of life. Secondly, we
would want to affirm that Biblical
affirmations about the significance of
sexual distinctions cannot be dismissed
as belonging only to an ancient culture
For they are, within the Bible, based
firmly on the nature of creation, and
indeed on the nature of the Godhead
itself. Now those 2 areas of disagreement
constitute our greatest difficulty with the
direction in which MOW is moving

Sherlock Well, | will happily agree with
your agreement. I'll happily agree with
the first of your disagreements — sexual
distinctions do matter, if you like, viva la
difference.

A preliminary comment would be that
the ordination of women appears to
affect only a small number of Christians

—~ The number of women likely to be
ordained in the next 20 years, if steps are
taken to allow it, is probably not going to
be larger than the number of men likely
to be ordained in the next 20 years and
that might constitute, say, % of 1% of the
Christian population. But the reasons
given for excluding women from
Christian ministry, assuming we're talking
about the presbyterate, or priesthood are
what bother me, because those reasons
affect the way we think about God

| think the doctrine of the Trinity is now
at stake which means that the status of
the Catholic creeds is at stake. Is the
Gospel a Gospel which brings liberation
to all people who hear and receive it, or
is it something which brings part
liberation to 50% of those who hear it?
Trying to maintain that the maleness of
Christ’s humanity is theologically
significant brings distortion into the
doctrine of humanity. Further, how you
understand the doctrine of the image of
God affects the way you think about the
church. Because, as | understand it the
image of God it is a corporate entity, and
the church is where that image is being
renewed. That brings us to the ministry
and the whole problem of authority.
What is authority? Does anybody have it?
If they have it, how is it to be exercised?
How does that square with the New
Testaments clear emphasis upon
diakonia, service as being the key aspect
of Christian ministry? It then gets us onto
eschatology, because to what extent do
we think God’s rule is seen in this
creation? Is it something which is seen at
least in part, or is it something which

The Pain of Second

At our invitation, knowing that the ACR is a positional paper, the Movement for the Ordination of Women kindly agreed to discuss
the theological issues raised by their current moves to have women ordained for christian ministry on the same basis as men, By
agreement, 50 as to enable critical questions to be raised and answered by all concerned we set up the discussion in the form of

adebate.

The ACR wishes to unreservedly thank the participants for the generous way in which they gave not only of their time, but also

of themselves.

really isn’t seen at all, or only seen by
faith? And, I guess, finally we get to
hermeneutics, which | must say I'm not
that bothered about. It seems to me that
the theologians have argued themselves
silly on either side, and that should be set
aside and we should get on to talking
about theology

ACR Charles, can you summarise?

Sherlock I think there are theological
reasons why women may not be
admitted to the presbyterate, but what
bothers me is the reasons given for them
end up compromising the doctrine of the
Trinity, the doctrine of Christ, the doctrine
of humanity, the doctrine of Scripture,
the doctrine of the Church, the doctrine
of the Ministry and Eschatology. |
changed my mind about 10 years ago
because it seemed to me the price to be
paid for maintaining the status quo was
just simply much too high

Preece | would think that the second area
of disagreement is the key-issues of
creation, and to what extent we can base
our view of humanity on some sort of
natural law, or whether it is more
historically determined and does develop
historically? And also the issue of the
Godhead

How strictly can sexual language about
God be applied to God's being, or to
what extent it's analogical? | also see an
issue in Paul’s strategy of being all things
to all men. He actually used that in a
specific sense in a patriarchal culture
How does that work out now in our
society? | think Paul was trying above all
to avoid any scandal other than the
scandal of the cross. And yet, today it
would seem to me that the scandal is
being caused by the perceived second
class citizenship that many women see
themselves having in the church; many
women outside the church seeing
women having that second class
citizenship. And so I'd see ordination as
being symbolic in a sense of those wider
issues. | don’t see ordination as anything
particularly magical in itself

No separation of spiritual, social,
political

ACR Thanks. Now Susan would you like
to say something by way of introduction?

Glover Yes. | took down your opening
statements John. And | can agree with
your first three points until we get to
number 4 which says that men and
women share equally in the grace of life
And | think there the fundamental
differences begin. Because in the way
women are regarded, treated and
conceived of, in an ontological sense,
there is no way they share in the grace of
life. | think that in the Scriptures there is
every indication that they do, but | think
in the church’s theology concerning
women a very radical separation is made
between spiritual life and social and
political life, and | think making that
distinction on any grounds whatsoever is
a radical distortion of the Gospel itself
Because if the Gospel doesn’t begin to
work itself out in the fundamentals of life
in its total framework then it really has
nothing at all to say. To make statements
that women share in every way in the
grace of God and that they are equally
redeemed with men, and they are called
to serve but in a very limited capacity,
undermines the very fundamental issues
of the Gospel

Not only redemption, but also all the
sacraments of the church speak against
this situation. Baptism itself is a protest
against separating the spiritual from the
kind of cultural and social life in which
we live. All the tenets of the Creed talk
about a spiritual equality, but which is not
yet worked out in church life and in social
life. 90% of the Scriptures shout and
scream that there is a total inadequacy
and distortion in our present situation. So
I would take issue with your proposed
fourth area of agreement.

| also agree with Charles and Gordon
about all the other things that it therefore
affects too. But | think that one
fundamental thing that we've got to get
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past is making this tremendously artificial
distinction in life, that compartmentalises
our life into various issues that have no
relation to one another. Because if you
end up saying to women, “You are equal
in this, this, this and this, but you are
limited in some way in your capacity to
serve Christ” then in effect you render
“equality” meaningless.

St. Peter in trouble

Forsyth | want to tell Susan that we do
really mean what we say when we say we
believe that men and women share
equally as joint heirs in the grace of life.
And that | cannot believe that Susan has
understood what she has just said to me.
Because if what she said is true, not only
Robert and John are in trouble, which is
small fry, but the man who says that we
are joint heirs in the grace of life is in
trouble. The Apostle Peter said those
words in the very text in which he makes
the distinction between men and women.
In other words the assumption in your
mind, which is that spiritual “one-ness” is
compromised if there’s any other kind of
“non-oneness” at any level is challenged
by the very structure of the material. But
if you're right, the Apostles Paul and Peter
have committed a gross error.

Glover | think you've misunderstood. |
think that what you've got in the New
Testament is two very different strains of
material

You have got a goal to which you
move, and to which the church works,
and your whole teaching of eschatology
shows you the direction in which the
whole of creation goes. The whole
concept of the Kingdom of God, and
Jesus's and Paul's perspective on it is a
movement towards the realisation of
God's rule in the lives of many women in
our society. So therefore, what you have
in 90% of the New Testament is teaching
related to the co:ming of the rule of God
into a social frammework, into spiritual
lives and beings. | use the word spiritual
to mean the total capacity of, the
encompassing of all thase things.

But | think also, in the midst of that,
you have other strands of material that
relate to situations where the Gospel, or
that spiritual material, comes like a seed
into the cultural situation — to work its

.way through and to move towards the

goal of the realisation of God's Kingdom.

Now, if you therefore cut the material
off at one point, and say, ““This is as far as
it goes, because Paul or Peter have taken
it thus far,” what you're doing is
dismissing all the material which pushes
you further towards a greater realisation

10% and 90%

Forsyth But you've just begged the
question by the way you set it up. We
deny the “10% versus 90% tension” which
you are assuming.

Glover Because you're holding onto that
10% as being 90%

Forsyth Far from it. We're holding on to
both equally and strongly. I'm denying
there is a tension, because I'm denying
the very assumption that you're assuming
to get the whole hermeneutic going
Stendall made this mistake: “Here is Paul
who, Saul the poor man couldn’t quite
get it all together”

If Paul had said, “Wives submit to your
husbands because it is inappropriate to
go any further at this stage”, your case
would be well argued. But since he says,
"“As Christ is head of the Church” and
even goes back to the creation accounts,
it's quite clear Paul meant his
congregations to understand that his
reasons flowed from what they would call
“the Scripture”, or God, and not merely
as an accommodation of the
circumstances,

Paul is able to accommodate, and I'm
aware of that, but he’s also a man who
loves to educate his congregation. And
when he is accommodating he often
makes it very clear, as in the very passage
I think Gordon mentioned “All things to
all men”. Butin 1 Cor. 11, Ephesians,
Colossians, and here in Peter, there is no

mention at all of accommodation which
suggests to me thatthe Apostle actually
believed that these matters were
fundamental matters of Apostolic
teaching, not merely strategy

Sherlock [ think we're talking at about 6
cross purposes. | hate to rephrase
penples words but if | may, | think Susan
is challenging number 4 not in terms that
the Scriptures say men and women share
equally as joint heirs in the grace of
eternal life. The Bible says that. Nobody's
going to question it. But in terms of the
Church affirming it, that is quite another
matter,

Forsyth I'm saying that John and | affirm
that, and don’t regard that as inconsistent
with denying the ordination of
preshyterate to women. But was Peter
inconsistent when he affirmed that, and
then told wives to submit to their
husbands?

Sherlock No.

Forsyth In that case why am | inconsistent
and not Peter?

Sherlock Because you think it means that
hushands should rule their wives.

Submission and freedom
Forsyth How do you know what | mean?

Sherlock Because that's the only way (if
I've read all the literature properly) you
can get the idea that ministry has
anything to do with authority. And the
problem, as | see it, with the ordination of
women to the presbyterate amongst
those who take the New Testament
seriously is that it involves women
exercising an authority over their
husbands. Now, if that brings an
inconsistency into the New Testament,
well | think we've got problems. I'm not
convinced myself that it does because it's
one thing to call wives to submit to their
husbands; it's quite another thing to tell
husbands to ensure that they submit. The
New Testament never does that. And you
can back that up further by saying why is
itin a society in which wives were given
no legal rights, in which they were
hedged about by all sorts of restrictions
in Judaism, that Paul has to twice, and
Peter once, tell wives to submit, and
slaves to submit. The answer is because
the Gospel had freed them and made
them responsible people who could
stand on their own two feet, The very fact
that Paul enjoins these people to submit
in a particular way, as he enjoins all
Christians to submit to each other, is
showing that he is treating them as
human beings with a full humanity in
every respect entirely open to take part in
the church in every way that God may
call them to. But if they think that's
licence to go running around bossing
people, that's outed.

Forsyth Can | ask you a question? Are you
saying that there is an asymmetry in
husband/wife relationships taught by the
apostles,

Sherlock Yes

Forsyth That’s not what Susan is saying.
She is saying that this was the part of the
10% which is a wise accommodation

Glover Robert, one of the biggest
mistakes we make in exegesis is simply
lifting texts out. One of the great
difficulties is getting to the real context of
something, and it's not just the context of
words. It includes the context of
background, and an understanding of
background. One of the things | think
we've all got to agree on is that on that
much of the material we're working in
area of scarcity, in almost “poverty” on
the background of some of these issues,
That's what makes the whole situation
much more difficult and ambiguous,
Therefore | can understand your position
when you simply say, “Well, it's written
there in black and white — either you
accept what it says or you say that Peter
or Paul is wrong/”’

Now | don’t think that Paul is at all
wrong, but | think we're basically
misunderstanding a lot of what he's
saying because we really haven't got
sufficient information from which to
really put those words into context. But
from what | can read and understand of
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the rest of the New Testament teaching,
and Paul’s use of that material, | see Paul
accommodating to various groups of
people. Not just women, but also to
masters and slaves. | see his
accommodation regarding what he eats
and doesn’t eat, where he goes and
where he doesn’t go. Even though he
maintains every time his freedom to do
these things. My feeling for Paul is that
“the tension” is only there in the way we
exegete the material, and that is due to
the scarcity of our background
information.

‘Asymmetry’
Forsyth Do you think there is an
asymmetry between husband and wife? If
someone said that the Bible makes no
distinction between husband and wife
and we should all be perfectly equal in
every possible respect, does that reflect
as you understand it the teaching of the
apostles?
Glover | think that you've got, as | said
before you, two different strands of
material. | think you have an
accommodation to a patriarchal society.

Forsyth And would this be in the
accommodation?

Glover Yes.

Forsyth Then that is different from what
Charles said.

Glover No, | haven't finished. | think, that
you have an accommodation, but I think
also on the part of Paul you have a vision
of where things ought to be moving
towards,

Forsyth Was accommodation a denial of
the other realities for today?

Glover | think it is now, because of how
radical Paul’s concept of the relationships
of men and women in that society. He
has to remind women in a Greek culture
and a Jewish culture to be submissive,
you don't remind women to be that if
there is any question of them being that.
So something comes to create that
foment.

Forsyth Indeed, and I think there is more
to be said. But the big difference between
us is not the way we read the New
Testament, but it’s an assumption that we
bring to it. You read the 90% and say that
is inconsistent with submission.
Submission is impossible with “joint heirs
in the grace of life”, except as a
missionary strategy.

Sherlock Hang on, hang on. Submission is
the core of the gospel.

Forsyth No, no, no, asymmetrical
submission, where the husband is the
head of his wife.

Sherlock Hang on, hang on, hang on. |
prefer to get this debate off particular
texts on to more substantial matters,

Forsyth Well you might, but let me say,
no, that'’s not adequate because the
problem is not one of the texts, It is one
that goes behind the texts.

Sherlock Alright, to the doctrine of God.

Forsyth It is certainly that, and | want to
definitely challenge your Trinitarian
theology on this very line. But it comes
back to whether people can be the same
and yet different. And what differentness
challenges their sameness.

A new start

Sherlock Can | start with something else?
How do we conduct our Christian lives?
Do we conduct our Christian lives
primarily with the vision of what God
created this world for, and in the
unfortunate interrupted state in which we
live of sin, is recreating this world for? Do
we live in the light of that now?

Forsyth Yes,

Sherlock Or do we live primarily in the
light of this fallen world with a dim hope
of something that once was and might
be?

Forsyth No.

Sherlock Right. Now, | cannot imagine in
heaven there being the sorts of
differences between the openness of
men and women to God, and to each

other, and to ministry to each other,
which are presently being maintained in
the church.

Woodhouse Can you imaging anything
like them in the Garden of Eden?

Sherlock No,

Woodhouse The apostle Paul could see
them there though, couldn’t he?
Sherlock | don't think the apostle Paul
can see them there, | would like to start
with a wider framework. God has
fashioned this universe and human
beings are made in the image of God.
What the image of God is we don’t know,
nor can we know of course, because of
the second commandment. But what it
means to be made in the image of God is
to live under God, and over the world.
And it means to live as male and female,
as fellow man and fellow woman. There is
a diversity within that unity. It is the sort
of unity, which is the unity of a harmony
or a society, rather than a plain oneness.
Further, this unity and diversity somehow
reflects the divine character, | think it is
quite clear in Genesis.

Woodhouse We go along with that
thought.

Sherlock When we come to the New
Testament, Paul preaches the gospel of
Jesus, which is the inbreaking of the
kingdom of God. That is, God's creation,
the making of a human society which is
to live in harmony is now to some degree
at least by the power of the Spirit
restored, and the church is called to be
the place where the image of God begins
to be regrown afresh. And in that society
there is a call for variety; variety of gifts,
variety of gender, variety of ministry.

Woodhouse And the gender makes a
difference?

Sherlock Yes, but Paul doesn’t in my
opinion particularly line up authority
structures or institutional structures with
those varieties. And that's the problem.

Forsyth We are not defending the
indefensible. I'm not defending
exploitation and authoritarianism.

Sherlock | know you are not. But you are
still defending the idea that there are
particular structures in the church which
correspond one for one with particular
varieties in the human race, and within
the recreated human race in the church
to the point where the variety within God
has become compromised, and the
freedom and the power of the gospel are
diminished.

Forsyth We utterly deny that. We utterly
deny that.

Unity and diversity, Genesis 1, 2, 3

Woodhouse Tell us how the distinction of
the sexes is expressed in congregational
life? What difference does it make?

Sherlock By being men and women.
Woodhouse Just by being men and
women? The relationships are all entirely
symmetrical?

Sherlock | get a different reaction from
men than what | get from women.

Woodhouse Right.

Sherlock | mean that is as simple as that.

I think the arguments that talk about the
family as somehow the model of
congregational life are not in the New
Testament. | first of all want to know what
we mean by the family. The assumption is
that we are talking about two adults, a
few kids, a car and a cat. In the New
Testament we are talking about extended
households.

But when we come to ordain particular
people, what we are doing is we are
setting people within a permanent
structure within the church where the
concept of the family as we use it does
not readily fit. Given the sinful condition
of the world that is sadly a necessity. But
when it comes to the point of some
Christians, baptized and brought into
Christ, being ineligible for that struciure,
what you are saying to that group of
Christian is, “You are really less saved”.
Glover Its something in the question of
exegesis. When we read Genesis 2 or
even Genesis 1, we focus on the spiritual

MOW debates
women’s ordination

priority of Adam and fail to see where the
passage really comes down, the climax of
that passage is on the unity of male and
female, and the oneness of the one flesh.
And it just shows the structure of our
own culture and of our own sexuality and
minds that we go straight to that text and
focus on the spiritual priority of Adam
and see that as the key issue there. And
that is the point that | want to challenge.

Forsyth As Paul did.
Glover | don't think Paul did.

ACR [ think John and Robert will need
some time to now reply to a number of
things, so please go on.

Woodhouse Well, | think that we have to
work with texts Charles, | don’t think we
can avoid referring to texts, it is the only
control we have, And | would want to
affirm that the control on how we read
Genesis 2, (which of course can be taken
in a whole lot of different ways) is the
control of the rest of Scripture where it is
available to us. And | would have thought
that in 1 Timothy Paul sees significance in
the order of creation. He draws
consequences for the congregation from
that order in Genesis 2, not from Genesis
3. MOW is constantly accusing people of
defending the rule of men over women
from Genesis 3, | certainly don’t want to
do that and | haven't struck many that do.
But the apostle Paul does it from Genesis
2 and | think that those consequences are
the ones that we ought to say are not
inconsistent, in Paul, with equality
Robert?

Forsyth Well, | want to agree with Charles
very much that the New Testament
Christians were very radical in their
society, and that there is no way in the
world that | am defending the denial of
the presbyterate to women on the
grounds that this is the 10%.

| believe that when Paul said that
women are to be subordinate to their
husbands he was speaking of the order of
the kingdom. This is so because he goes
back, as the New Testament writers often
do, to the primeval history, to the
beginning to find the way things ought to
be. Jesus does the same,

I think that Charles is right that people
really do feel the denial of ordination as
making them second class Christians.
And | think that reflects a very deep crisis
in our church. But | don't think it is to be
solved the MOW way. | think the MOW
way is to say along with our society that
“unless you do the same thing as me you
are not equal/” You see, the argument if
pushed to its limits says, unless anybody
can be ordained they're not equal to me
in grace. But of course, none of us want
the ordination of idiots, children, people
who haven’t got the gifts, you know . . .

Feeling the pain
Glover And women, fall into the category
too?

Forsyth That’s absurd. That's an absurd
comment, and an unhelpful comment,

Glover | am sorry, but that's the way it
comes right across . . .

Woodhouse No, no, listen,

Forsyth That is not what | am saying,
believe me, | am not.

Sherlock But it is what you
communicated.

Glover Yes.

Forsyth It is what you heard me say. Give
me the credit of believing | can actually
be a reasonable person and say what |
say.

Sherlock But can | make a little plea here?
What you intend is nothing unhelpful,
but what we hear is unhelpful. The
difficulty is, that far too many evangelicals
on this issue who want to defend the
status quo, | think, need to be heard t!e
way they are heard.

Forsyth | will pay that one immediately. |
agree with that. We have got to feel the
pain. There is no cheap way out of this.
Sherlock Exactly.

Forsyth There is no cheap answer. There
is no sort of ‘she’ll be right in a day, keep
itour way! There is no way wjthout pain.

I'll give you that one immediately. But |
say, do we not all agree that ordination
should be restricted in some way?
Everyone agiees with that?
Woodhouse All agree? Do you want to
ordain everybody?

Glover No, | am not so sure on what basis
it is going to be restricted

Forsyth OK

Sherlock In principle | would agree, but |
am not quite sure what is coming next
Go on.

Forsyth Since not every Christian can be
ordained, and there are some Christians
at present, like my child whao is a 10 year
old Christian, | don’t want him ordained
Woodhouse But he is a joint heir in grace.
Forsyth Indeed, he stands, he is a
baptized Christian, he stands with me
cheek and jowl in the kingdom. Equal,
And yet, in order of the family, [ am his
father, and in the order of the church, it
just happens by sheer coincidence to be
also his minister. He is not less a Christian,
he is not less a member of Christ because
he is not ordained.

Glover But he has the opportunity.
Forsyth Yes, but other members of the
congregation will never have the
opportunity.

Glover For what reasons? Sex? .
Forsyth Some difficulty in their
backgrounds The restriction of ordination
is not denial of membership of Christ

Glover Yes, but . . .

Forsyth And if you can see that point
when obvious, and agree, why not agree
about itthen . ..

Sherlock Can you hang on?

Woodhouse You'll find it a hard case o
prove , .

ACR Can | just say something now? That
if you all speak at once, the tape recorder
can't differentiate the words

Forsyth Right, | understand that.

ACR It is important that you speak one at
a time for that reason otherwise .

Forsyth Can | .
ACR It can’t sort it out okay?

Forsyth Can | just proceed to the point
then? We heard you in silence. Write it
down quickly and then, come back at the
end so that we get a chance to get our
arguments out. Otherwise | will keep
getting derailed on the way, and that
doesn’t help me naor | suspect you in
hearing what | want to say

Glover Of course

Time bombs

Preece F. F. Bruce says of Galatians 3:28,
that there was no reason as far as Paul
was concerned why a Gentile could not
excercise full functions in the church,
there was no reason why a slave could
not exercise full functions in a church
Then, what is the reason why women
cannot? Now, that is where it comes
across to women that they have second
class citizenship. It comes across at that
point

Galatians 3:28 is a very clear text which
Paul sees as having social consequences.
And he did see it as actually breaking
down the barriers between Jew and
Gentile. When Peter was obviously quite
happy to accept the spiritual equality of
lews and Gentiles, but he wouldn'’t sit
down to eat with them, or socialize with
them, or relate with them in a way that
gave any social or concrete expression to
that spiritual equality, Paul objected.

I would think that all evangelicals
would want to accept that the abolition
of slavery was actually in accord finally
with the teaching of Paul. That is, it is not
out of character with it. And in terms of
women exercising full functions in
congregations, that also in the long term
is in full accord with Paul.

Paul operates by dropping time bombs,
and he seeks to transform relationships
that may take a very long time. Firstly, he
says that masters and slaves should see
each other as brothers. Then, he seeks to
transform relationships within the church,
and regards the church as some sort of
alternate social structure. But he seeks to
do it without causing a scandal to the
gospel, and without limiting the
effectiveness of the gospel in the society
at the time. And then thirdly, in the
ongoing progression of history, when the
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This one hurts

“A brother helped is like a strong city but quarrelling is like the bars
of a castle” (Prov. 18:19).

It may well be impossible for an outsider to understand, but part
reason for the pain we see in the debate over women's ordination is
because it is a lover’s quarrel. Here, in fact and representatively in the
Movement for the Ordination of Women are persons we have stood
shoulder to shoulder with for the cause of the gospel, been
encouraged by, prayed for and who also have been deeply hurt.

Hurt by whom? Hurt by christian men, often leaders and sometimes
of inferior gifts who by slight or plan so viewed women'’s service in
the church as to imply a second-class personhood or citizenship in
the kingdom of God. And what is being done at a personal level is
made worse when reinforced by our institutions which at their very
best can only be impersonal, and therefore when positively
inadequate on matters of relationship, anti-personal.

Another reason for the distress is that both sides see great
theological truths at stake, truths that are at the foundation of the
gospel. And these have to be aired, defined and decided for or
against. It is not that the ACR does not have a great responsibility both
to explore and attempt to resolve the personal hurt or the institutional
IH.I(’(‘(]ud( yin the question of women’s ministry — our commitment
is ongoing, but also we have to look critically at the theological issues
involved.

In the course of the debate three major areas of concern emerged:
1. the way we interpret the bible, technically known as
“hermeneutics”, 2. the nature of the Trinity and its meaning for
relationships, 3. the question of headship. All these of course are
inter-related and finally must be viewed together, but for reasons of
space as we follow the course of the discussion we will comment on
each in turn.

Interpreting the Bible

Itis claimed that unless we have an interpretive or organising
principle we will do the Bible an injustice as we try to read it. For
example, Deuteronomy 14:8 commands “the swine . .. their flesh you
shall not eat”, but christians know that eating pork does not break
God’s law because Jesus declared all foods “clean”, Mark 7:19. Jesus’
words and actions, we believe, act as an interpretive or controlling
principle.

Now, to overcome the difficulties posed by the places in the New
Testament which restrict the ministry of women, especially in Paul
(e.g. 1 Corinthians 11 & 14, 1 Timothy 2) a hermeneutic or internretive
principle is appealed to: “the gospel brings liberation to all persons
and the whole person!” Restrictions on the liberty of women to
minister, few though they are, are seen to be accommaodations to

* culture, only necessary until a different cultural environment allows
such restrictions to be lifted, even though the New Testament may
appear to ground them in the doctrine of God or in creation. Further,
it is argued, because of the progressive nature of the effect of the
kingdom of God on society as well as the church, the time comes
when such restrictions must be lifted as the Holy Spirit opens our eyes

to identify which people now need liberation. The example often
given to illustrate and strengthen this point of view is slavery.

A “Perjorative” question

Here, though, we need to ask a question which because of the
emotions it rightly raises will probably only be thought of as
perjorative, but nevertheless needs to be asked because it is in every
way dppropriate — it is already being raised by the group concerned,
itinvolves restrictions in behaviour, and some see the possibility of a
common basis in the church’s attitude to it and women’s ordination,
Under the principle of the gospel bringing liberation why should not
practising homosexuals be the next group to have certain restrictions
in their behaviour lifted?

This is a legitimate question? Yes, gay groups within the church
already claim that Pauline restrictions on homosexual activity are
culturally conditioned and therefore no longer literally applicable. It
is argued that Paul had no knowledge of homosexuality as an innate
or even a learned response. Paul was speaking against bi-sexuals, not
against those with a dominant homosexual disposition. The open
expression of sexuality is a very important part of what it means to be
areal person. Compulsory celibacy for homosexuals is not liberating
but repressive. As to a possible common link, some say that at the
basis of the church’s attitude to women is an inability to come to
terms with sexual differences per se. But only a few will draw that
across to practising homosexuality.

The question remains in all its starkness, why not homosexuals? It
is possible to give an answer. “No, for the following reasons .. “I
don’t know” , “Yes”. It does need answering because the logic of the
liberation hermeneutic could take us there.

A fundamental question

But is the gospel “a gospel of liberation” in just those terms? Is it
not more a gospel of relationships, a gospel of judgement (Romans
2:16) which calls forth repentance in the face of the promise of
forgiveness? “Judgement” “repentance” “forgiveness” because the
first and controlling relationship we are called to is with the holy,
righteous God revealed in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ,
the Lord.

And therefore, seeing the gospel as judgement and thus having to
answer the practising homosexual question in the negative, and
turning to the very difficult problem of women’s ordination which
now causes us all so much rea!l heartache, is it not under our Lord’s
banner {which is marked “forgiveness of sins”’) truer to rephrase
“who to liberate” to “how to serve’?

The interpretive principle the Bible gives us is not “liberation” as
such but the way in which liberation itself is to be understood, the
character of God revealed in the face of Jesus Christ. And we know
only one Jesus Christ, Christ clothed with his gospel. Put in the formal
terms of church theology the Trinity is the Bible’s interpretive
principle. Itis, in the end, the only one which leaves Christ in the
driver’s seat as Lord, not us. This subject we need to examine at
another time.

-

STAFF VACANCIES
BIBLE SOCIETY (NSW)

MARKETING MANAGER:

Capable, experienced manager, to lead wholesale/retail Bible

You are invited to be present at

The Moore College Library

Dear Sir,

Alarm bells are ringing, but who will heed? The
siren voice of the Social Gospel is calling even
evangelicals into today's fashionable religion
which reverses the ancient Faith for
reconciliation with the world, liberation of the
oppressed and many other fine sounding
unbiblical goals. Average churchgoers are
confused — and no wonder. It is a revolution
which the World Council of Churches
correctly terms “CHRISTO-MARXISM”

Liberalisers are steadily divorcing JESUS
CHRIST from the WORD OF GOD WRITTEN,
which means that a new christ is being created
in their own image, one more palatable to
Modern Man. The Bible is too disturbing for
the ecumenicals’ proposed World Church of
all religions. Instead, to quote John Stott —
“Christians should immerse themselves in the
secular world of politics, economics, sociology,
race relations, comunity health, development
and a host of other such spheres”. This is the
new ecumenical thinking. We must be weaned
away from the Scriptures which our
theological giants regard as Myth and Allegory,
not to be taken as historical reality. After all,
dead men do not rise, nor virgin births
possible. These must not be taken literally!

But just as they have exchanged the Liviug
Waters for a Social Gospel, God has rewarded
their unbelief with spiritual blindr: s which
means they can sit down with marxist
revolutionaries discussing the philosophy of
Dialectical Materialism, the devil’s religion, as
old as the serpent himself. There will be no
barriers in the proposed World Church. Thus,

in the crashing world events which lie ahead,
as our LORD warned, they will have the power
to dictate to governments how to conduct
their affairs — probably through to a
frightened world. But their Prince of Peace will
be an imposter, a false christ

Itis for this that many Protestant churches
are abandoning their ancestral Faith and the
LORDSHIP OF OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST for
the role of Judas Iscariot. It looks as if it will be
very Little Flock who holds out.

Yours sincerely,
Phyllis Creasey

Dear Sir,

Why does the stencil that makes our youth
workers have a beard?

Does a beard make a youth workers’
ministry more acceptable? If so, why?

It might be that the youth worker is doing a
big con. Young people know ministers are
square, dull and boring — and clean shaven
So the youth workers come across as the '
opposite.

But in the secular world young people
attracters gave up beards long ago. Michael
Jackson, Donnie Sutherland, Police and Cliff
Young don't need beards to communicate to
young people. So let’s stop making beards
compulsory for our youth workers before
getting rid of them will be as hard as getting
rid of the clerical collar.

Saleuo Il

MAINLY ABOUT PEOPLE

DIOCESE OF SYDNEY

Rev. I. W. Cox, Rector of Lalor Park has
accepted the position of Rector of Lithgow.

Rev. ). H. L. Johnstone, Field Officer, Board of
Education has accepted the position of Rector
of Clovelly.

DIOCESE OF GIPPSLAND
Rev. F. Oakley, former Rector of Kilmore died
on March 28,

DIOCESE OF BUNDBURY

Rev. Dr. M. Lee has accepted the position of
Rector, Boyup Brook.,

Rev. G. Hilton is now Minister-in-Charge,
Cranbrook.

Rev. G. Priest, the new Sub-Dean was installed
in St. Boniface’s Cathedral on May 20.

DIOCESE OF NEWCASTLE
Capt. M. Rogers of the Church Army has been
appointed Parish Evangelist in the parish of
Waratah.
Rev. B. Roach became honorary assistant
minister in the parish of Belmont on May 1
Rev. L. Mcintyre has been appointed honorary
assistant minister on the staff of Christ Church
Cathedral.
Rev. Canrion |, Stuart became Rector of
Muswellbrook from May 14,

DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA
Ven. J. Green is resigning from Port Lincoln
soon.
Rev. M. Bleby is resigning as Rector, Kapunda
to become Rector, Coober Pedy.

W% ?
pea/w_ TO TRAVEL ¢

See
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INTERNATIONAL
s TRAVEL
ALLIANCE *

International Travel Alliance has gained a wealth of
experience getting Missionaries to & from their strange
and far away fields. You are now invited to avail
yourself of the friendly service |.T.A. offers

¢d
t“% You have the advantage of our wide

experience. It costs no more. Our airline
booking services are free. We are agents for all
major shipping, airline & coach operators. Your
itinerary can be tailored to your best advantage. |.T.A
is accredited by the International Air Transport Assoc

We assist with travel documentation,
including passport, visas, advice on
health requirements, travellers
cheques & Insurance.
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The NSW Anti Discrimination Board has finally released its research report,
Discrimination and Religious Conviction. The first report of its kind to be compiled in
Australia, it is 576 pages long and makes 39 recommendations.

The Report is important. Recommendations will be discussed by the NSW Government
and Parliament will make the final decisions on what to enact as legislation.

The ACR has often been very critical of the NSW Anti-Discrimination Board. We have
been disappointed, however, that comments on this Report have been rather superficial
Some of the recommendations made have far reaching implications for freedom in this
State — certainly for freedom for those who wish to follow the basic principles of Biblical

Christiantiy.

for this reason we are giving over our Book Review section to the ADB Report. In this
issue we publish some sections of the Report. These come from the Board’s own
summary of the full Report. In our next issue we will do a full critical review of the Report
'

What the report found

The report found sufficient evidence of
religious prejudice and discrimination to
warrant its major recommendation that
religious discrimination should be made
unlawful under the NSW Anti-
Discrimination Act. Prejudice flouishes in
the widespread ignorance that exists
about religion. Knowledge and
understanding of many different religions
are all the more necessary as Australia’s
population becomes more diverse

What the major recommendation

means
We have recommended that religious
discrimination should be made unlawful

by amending the Anti-Discrimination Act
to include religious belief and absence of
belief as a ground. This means that the
Act should give a means of redress to
people who are discriminated against
because they do not have any beliefs, as
well as to those who have the kind of
belief of which another person does not
approve.

A further important recommendation
extends discrimination on the ground of
religious belief to include religious
practice.

However, the requirement that
religious practices should be
accommodated is conditional. Our
recommendation says that practices
should be “reasonably” accommodated,
unless doing so would cause an
enterprise “undue hardship’
Inconvenience, it should be noted, is not
the same thing as undue hardship. We
believe that these conditions will give,
say, an employer and an employee who
wants leave to observe a holy day
sufficient room to negotiate an
accommodation of that religious practice

Existing laws
The Board surveyed many laws which
contain references to religion. Our
recommendations for change in legal
provisions concerning religious practices,
objections and the status of religious
officials are summarised here:

® Aboriginal sacred sites should be part
of land rights legislation and controlled
by NSW Aborigines

® Crimes Act provisions concerning
blasphemy, sacrilege and desecration
should be reviewed, and if retained,
should protect non-Christian as well as
Christian sensibilities.

® jury Act religion exemption
provisions should cover both full-time
religious officials with pastoral
responsibilities and those who have
religious objections to jury service

® Anti-Discrimination Act exceptions
for religious officials under section 56
should be widened.

® Motor Traffic Regulations should
allow an exception for religious
objections to wearing motor cycle
helmets.

® Religious meat slaughtering

expense, and whether religious aims are
compatible with social aims.

The Board has taken the view that the
most appropriate forums for the review
of rating and taxation exemption would
be the State and Commonwealth Law
Reform Commissions which would be
able to take an informed overview of the
law and receive submissions from all
interested parties

Education

International conventions recognise
not only the right of parents to educate
their children according to their
convictions, but also the right of children
to an education in understanding and
tolerance. The report examines the
various school systems in Australia, as
well as the history of state aid

We recommend that it should be
unlawful to discriminate on religious
grounds in education. This
recommendation will not affect the kind
of education, religious or non-religious,
which is given in any school. Students’
religious practices should be
accommodated by all schools, and
students’ conscientious objections to
religious education or observances (at
least at secondary school level) should be
permitted in government schools. Non-
government schools should be all
allowed to enrol students of their
particular religion.

Conflicts may arise between orthodox
religious teaching or practice and the
content of school curricula, such as the
evolution-creation controversy in biology
teaching, sex-role divisions and equal
opportunity policies. These conflicts need
to be handled with sensitivity

We conclude that government school
education should more accurately reflect
the cultural diversity of NSW people, and
that it should promote understanding and
tolerance of racial and religious
differences. We have recommended that
the content of general religious education
programs should include accurate and
unbiased information about Christianity
and other world religions, together with
philosophies which reject religion, and
that teacher education courses should be
developed accordingly

Employment

We have recommended that religious
discrimination in employment should be
made unlawful. Discrimination in
employment occurs in two ways, directly
and indirectly. Direct discrimination
occurs, for example, when an employer
hires, fires or promotes an employee on
the basis of religious beliefs, not
individual merit. However, giving
preference to a person with a specific
religious belief is not discriminatory
where such a belief is an essential
qualification for a job such as religious
teaching or broadcasting.

Other areas

We have recommended that religious

distribution team and develop our expanding busiriess.
YOUTH MINISTRIES REPRESENTATIVE:

To promote Bible Society's work among young people in N.SW.
ESTATE AND FINANCIAL PLANNER:

Retired bank officer or similar, for part time position, mainly
visiting retirement groups, to represent Bible Society
investment opportunities.

Proven love for Word of God essential for all positions.

requirements should be strictly observed
by the meat industry

Lecture

! When you book with us you hel Q::_ L discrimination in the area of goods and
g_w/e'&a Missionary outrgacn. Surplus Yandys Zo loptv‘ussnons. - services should be unlawful
CHURCH GROUP TOURS CAN BE ARRANGED
TO ANY STATE OR COUNTRY

+ International Travel Alliance is sponsored by the Evangelical Missionary
Alliance — an Association of 52 Church & Interdenominational Missions

The Board found that rating and
taxation exemptions which give financial
privileges to religious bodies are based
on nineteenth century interpretations of
ancient charities law which need to be
reviewed in the light of the social needs
and conditions of the 1980s. Non-
religious and philosophical groups claim
that they should also have the benefit of
exemptions hitherto granted to religious

Religious discrimination in
accommodation falls into two categories,
discrimination against religious minorities
because of prejudice and
misunderstandings about their practices,
and discrimination by religious
organisations offering accommodation as
a charitable service

Rev. Carl Hammond and Dr. D. B. Knox will speak

on
‘T. C. HAMMOND, HIS LIFE AND TEACHING’

ZWW .

Monday, June 18th, 1984, at 7.45 p.m.
INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL ALLIANCE LTD.

We have also recommended that

APPI%}I{; g{:{g%ecretary bodies alone. Debate has focused on religious discr'mination in access to

b 4 : } 39 YORK ST. SYDNEY. (CLOSE WYNYARD STATION) three issues: whether the state ought to public places should be made unlawful,

Blble Soc1ety, in fhe HOmmond Common Room LICENCE NO. B906 continue to support activities which are The manifestation of religious belief
PHONE (02)-294136 purely religious, how much religious through religious processions and

distribution of tracts is already subject to
local government ordinances.

bodies should be publicly accountable
for savings made at the community’s

95 Bathurst St., Sydney.
Manager -~ Mr Jim Castle Sales Manager — Mr John O'Hara
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Chronicle

Robert Barnes, the English
Lutheran

Chancellors of universities seldom die by execution, but Thomas Cromwell was
Chancellor of Cambridge University when he was beheaded in July 1540. His death was
a triumph for his enemies who had carefully plotted his downfall.

Robert Barnes was named in the Act of Attainder that sealed Cromwell’s fate. The Act
said “that in March 1539 he had said in London that the English Lutheran Robert Barnes
and others taught truth”

Cromwell, chief minister of King Henry VIIl, was a man of great political skill. Barnes
was a royal chaplain and represented Henry in ecclesiastical negotiations on the
Continent. The two men shared acquaintance at court and a full sympathy for Protestant
theology. They shared a similar fate too, for Barnes was executed only two days after
Cromwell.

Robert Barnes was described as “The English Lutheran”. because he had been closely
associated with Martin Luther. Further, he had done a great deal to spread the doctrine
Luther taught. yet he did not hold these views all his life

Barnes was born in Norfolk in 1495, He was a clever lad and went to Cambridge as a
novice with the Augustinian Friars. Popular and brilliant, he was sent on to Louvain
University where he gained the D.D. degree. He returned to Cambridge as Prior of the
Augustinian Friary.

At Barne's instigation a more Bible-centre approach was taken to requirements for the
Cambridge B.D. degree. His reputation as a forthright preacher grew

White Horse Inn conversion

It was at this time that Barnes joined a group of men who read and discussed the works
of Luther. They met at the White Horse Inn, close to the Friary. Barnes brought a fellow
Augustinian, Miles Coverdale, (whose version of the Psalms was included in the Book of
Common Prayer) into the group too

There they met Hugh Latimer and Thomas Bilney. These days we would describe Bilney
as an exceptionally gifted personal evangelist. He had already won Latimer to a
commitment to Christ. Now he was just as successful with Barnes, who began to adopt
a much more Protestant stance,

The historian John Foxe described the change: “Barnes, with his reading, disputation
and preaching, became famous and mighty in the scriptures, preaching ever against
bishops and hypocrites; and yet did not see his inward and outward idolatry, which he
both taught and maintained, until good master Bilney, with others, onyerted him to
Christ””

At the end of 1525 great changes began in Barnes's life. The remaining fifteen years of
his career threw the spotlight on to his greatest strengths and weaknesses, His learning
made him an able theological writer and ecclesiastical ambassador. But his intemperate
outspokenness and lack of political judgment landed him in hot water again and again.

Very near the Friary, in the centre of Cambridge, stood St Edward’s Church. Barnes
preached there on Christmas Eve 1525 and spoke rashly against Cardinal Wolsey. When
reports of this reached the authorities the preacher was questioned about twenty-five
statements in his sermon. Each was regarded as offensive, if not heretical, Eventually
Barnes was imprisoned. He escaped, feigned suicide and crossed the English Channel.

That Barne's language was intemperate, none could deny. Once he described the Pope
as being "“as holy as my horse”. Papists who refused the Bible to laymen were asked, “you
worms’ meat, you stinking carrion, you nourishment of hell fire, how dare you thus
presume against your God omnipotent?”’ Later he was to write, /I confess that many
words have been sharply written by me, which | would gladly had been more charitably
written.”

At Wittenberg with Luther

On the Continent Barnes assumed a false name and went to Wittenberg. There he
befriended Luther and was favourably regarded by many other leading reformers. These
contacts admirably fitted Barnes to be a theological negotiator for King Henry. Time and
again he crossed the Channel in his King’s interests and as his envoy.

Barnes wrote works explaining and defending his opinions. He believed that the Bible
had full divine authority. “How are you able to defend a thing,” he asked, “that you
cannot prove openly by holy scripture?” He warned that “it is no child’s game to trifle
with God's word.”

With Luther Barnes believed in the bondage of man's will, saying, “free will without
grace can do nothing . .. nothing that is fruitful, nothing that is worthy of thanks, that
is acceptable before God.” He flatly denied the semi-Pelagian view that man “disposes
himself by attrition to receive grace, and then God helps him,” No, man rets all
goodness “until God of his mere mercy comes and gives grace, and hanges man’s will
to grace!”

Luther’s doctrine of justification by faith alone found full expression in Barne’s work
also. Christ alone can justify. “If the law helps to justify — for that was the opinion of
the Jews — then is not Christ alone your justifier. If he is not your justifier alone, then
he is dead in vain.” By his perfections, especially by the perfect worth of his
substitutionary sacrifice, Christ offered a right relationship with God

Repentance and faith were the conditions of such a status. “Christ comes not exc ept
to those who see their sins in the law and repent. Repentance, that is to say, this mourning
and sorrow of the heart, lasts all our lives long,” he said. Faith is not a work, but a
necessary response to God's promises. “The scripture says that faith alone justifies
because it is that thing by which alone | depend on Christ”, wrote Barnes. “And by faith
alone | am a partaker of the merits and mercy purchased by Christ’s blood, and faith it
is alone that receives the promises made in Christ”’

Barnes insisted that good works must follow justification. Good works are, he said, “not
done to justify man, but a just man must needs do them

Robert Barnes, by God's grace, was one such “just man”, though faults of character
remained. He spoke again against church authorities in 1540, again in terms of bitter
invective. As much for his intemperate words as for his Protestantism an Act of Attainder
was drawn up against him (there was no trial) and he perished in the flames at Smithfield
on 30 July 1540,

REMOVALS

Small or Large
STORAGE-PACKING TAXI TRUCKS
Reasonable and Reliable

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
K. J. Little

SM(')TJ;E(:‘:JVE"ST SERVg:GE 19 Barden Street,
bt L Amcliffe 2205

A/H: L. Owens 48 1539 Phone: 599 7348
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English Petition
— ‘Tell Bishop-
designate to
affirm Creeds’

A NATIONWIDE petition has been
launched “earnestly begging’ the
Archbishop of York to invite the Bishop-
designate of Durham (Prof. David
Jenkins) to affirm publicly the Creeds —
and, should Prof. Jenkins refuse, to
question seriously whether it is right to
proceed with his consecration as bishop.

The petition is the brainchild of the
Rev. William Ledwich, Chaplain of
Hereford Cathedral School, who, with a
group of mostly young lay supporters,
plans tocirculate it throughout the
country with the help of a Catholic and
an Evangelical in each diocese.

Mr. tedwich and his supporters — who
poin are communicant

irch of England — say
are “‘grievously
enkins's recent
e Virgin Birth

Grace/)’ the
ite Professor
hat he believes
1 has consistently
should he refuse,
seriously question
wihie i to proceed with his
consecration as bishop.”

The petition has so far been circulating
in the West Midlands, where it has
already attracted five hundred signatures,
says Mr. Ledwich

Meanwhile the Chapter of the Bath
Deanery, at a recent meeting, has passed
a motion calling on the bishops to be
“true guardians of the faith.””

The motion, which was carried by
twenty-nine voies to two with no
abstentions, states: “This Chapter,
composed of members of the clergy of
varied Churchmanship, calls on the
bishops to be true guardians of the faith
once delivered to the saints and requests
the Archbishops to consecrate as fellow-
bishops only those who, privately and
publicly, firmly adhere to that holy faith in
the one who alone brings salvation to all
mankind.’

Church Times

The Bishop’s appointiment has raised a
number of problems which plague The
English Church. The issues are well put in
an Editorial in the Church of England
Newspaper.

What the bishop designate said

“I THINK it quite likely that Jesus
performed miracles or was thought to
perform miracles” “The Virgin Birth, I'm
pretty clear, is a story told after the event
in order to express and symbolise a faith
that this Jesus was a unique event from
God! "It doesn’t seem to me reading the
records and what Paul says in 1
Corinthians, that there was any one event
which you could identify with the
Resurrection”

The man who said those things on
television recently has no place in the
leadership of the Church of England.
David Jenkins may be a professor of
theology, but he is not a Christian
believer in the New Testament sense; he
is a hinderance rather than a help to the
people of God; he should not be allowed
to take up his appointment as Bishop of
Durham.

These are hard things to say, but we are
convinced they need saying — and we
lament the total inaction on the part of
our archbishops. Perhaps they have had
private words with Prof Jenkins, warning
him against incautious statements, But
they have neglected their God-given duty
of defending the faith and protecting the
faithful.

And who on earth says that our system
of appointing Bishops is satisfactory? It is,
quite clearly, an affront to God, an
offence to every right-thinking Christian,
and a stumbling block to every would-be
Christian.

Romanian
Baptist Pastor
fined for
having a
Christian Book

On 24 February Pastor STEFANUT of the
Braila Baptist Church was heavily fined
when he was tried under article 90. The
charges relate to an accusation of
distributing religious literature, and result
from an incident which occurred in July
1983.

The pastor and one of his deacons
were stopped in July 1983 by the secret
police and their cases searched, without a
search warrant. They were told the police
were carrying out random checks in
connection with a theft. Each man was
carrying a religious book from abroad,
but Stefanut told the police he had
loaned the other man the book, and
accepted full responsibility for possession
of the books. Since that day, a long
investigation with the threat of a trial has
faced Pastor Stefanut. Despite the fact
that the maximum legal period of time for
carrying out an investigation without
bringing the accused to trial or dropping
the charges had elapsed, the charges
were not dropped throughout the
autumn and winter of 1983.

Believers in Romania thought the real
purpose of the investigation was to bring
pressure on the pastor and his
congregation and, ultimately, to remove
him from the local association of Baptist
pastors. Stefanut was elected secretary of
the Bucharest Association with the
authorities’ anticipation that he would be
someone likely to co-operate with them.
However, this was not the case and
Baptists in Romania believed the
authorities would like to see him out of
the Association. Because of the court
case and fine, Stefanut now has a
“criminal” record and may not continue
as secretary of the Bucharest Association,
The surprising development, however, is
that Vasile TALOS, pastor of Bucharest's
Sfinta Treime (Holy Trinity) Baptist
Church has been asked to replace
Stefanut.

Keston College comments that the
authorities have hinted to the Baptist
Union of Romania that it may be able to
hold the overdue Baptist Congress, at
which elections for the Union leadership
would be held. Perhaps they would not
like such independently-minded pastors
as Stefanut in positions of influence at the
Congress, when there are sure to be
candidates for the leadership of the
Union favoured by the government.
However, with the selection of the
delegates from Romania to the European
Baptist Federation Congress in Hamburg
in August still to be made, the authorities
may also be considering carefully who
they would prefer to represent not only
the Baptists but also Romania abroad. In
this case, the delegates’ suitability may
hinge more on their being seen as
uncompromised spiritual leaders than
compliant figures because of Romania’s
need for further Western economic aid.

Keston College

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION
Bownral

Annesley-Westwood Guest
House
11 Aitken Road
Telephone (048) 61 2154
Gracious old building 6 acres park-like

grounds, close town, golf courses, own tennis
courts, new disabled facilities.

Moderate tariff, special rates for groups, may
also do own catering if required.

|
|
|

REVIEW

‘Insensitive’ to
clergy wives

In England a HOUSE of Bishops working
party looking into the situation of
divorced or separated clergy wives will
find it difficult to collect evidence under
its present set-up — because it is
“insensitive,” a former clergy wife said
this week.

Mrs. Pauline Morrell, secretary of the
deserted clergy wives’ association,
Broken Rites, with Mr. Frank Field, MP,
and the association’s assistant secretary,
has already given evidence to the
working party — which is chaired by the
Bishop of St. Edmundsbury and Ipswich,
the Right Rev. John Waine. The wives
were asked to describe their personal
stories before the whole group — which
was uncomfortable and “an insensitive
thing to ask,” said Mrs. Morrell, “even
after a long time,

““We were not consulted about how to
get evidence from our members and their
response to the working party has been
pretty small. The Church of England is a
small world, and one is sure to know
somebody who knows someone in the
group,” Mrs. Morrell said.

“We should like to see evidence being
collected by smaller groups, perhaps by a
bishop and assistant bishop in each area.
I am hoping to be called again, because |
would now want to discuss the wider
issues involved.

‘Much to be done’

“We should like to see somebody
working full-time, either at Church House
or the Church Commissioners, doing the
work we are doing in Broken Rites. There
is a lot to be dene, and it is difficult for
people obliged to work full-time in their
own jobs, as we are”

Many divorced or separated clergy
wives have turned their backs on the
Church because of the way things have
been made easy for their husbands, “who
have told a great many lies”, said Mrs,
Morrell.

“Our correspondence reveals stories so
similar that they are staggering. The same
phrases occur again and again. Most
commonly, the husbands claim that they
are ‘not supported enough in their
ministry.

“There is an element of fantasy in all
this, and a lot of deceit and self-deceit.
They always have plausible-sounding
excuses to justify what they do — in their
own eyes if not in anyone else’s. | think
there are many in orders who should
never have been ordained.

“Many of us are disturbed by the way
our husbands have been allowed to
continue their ministry and by the way
that, if one bishop will not accept a man,
another will. | myself am uncomfortable
about the implications for ministry when
a man who has treated his wife and family
in such a way is allowed to continue.”

Church Times

World Vision
Joins the Team

World Vision will team up with a number
of Christian agencies and the United
Nations High Commission for Refugees to
assist 45,000 Ugandan refugees now living
in Southern Sudan.

ST. JOHN'S ANGLICAN
CHURCH, GLEBE.

Is looking for a full-time parish worker — man or woman
with a secure faith in the Lord Jesus who can work with
Christians of varying views in an inner city parish and for
the beneift of underprivileged people in the area
Other detailed items for his or her job specification would
be worked out in consultation between the applicant, the
parish council and the rector together,
Apply in the first instance to:
The Reclor.
St. John's Glebe,
138A Glebe Point Road,

203

Glebe 2037
Phone: 660 1818 (between 4-5.30 p.m.).

Brunei Chinese
reassured

Non-citizens of Brunei — mostly Chinese
— have been assured they won’t be
asked to leave the country after it
becomes fully independent on January 1,
1984, according to news agency reports.

New passports are being issued to Brunei
nationals, an immigration official said.

Non-citizens who are permanent
residents will be given international
identification certificates after January 1.

The travel document now carried by
most Bruneians is a British protected
persons’ passport.

Its validity will be extended “for a limited
period” after independence, an official of
the British High Commission said.

This oil-rich sultanate which shares the
north Borneo coast with the east
Malaysian states of Sabah and Sarawak,
has a population of about 220,000. Some
140,000 are Malays and 60,000 Chinese.
About 90 per cent of the Chinese are
non-citizens and their future status has
been unclear since passage of the 1961
Brunei Nationality Enactment, which
amended citizenship requirements
following an abortive rebellion.

The 1961 law says the non-citizens can
become the Sultan’s subjects — if they
have lived in Brunei for 20 or more years
in the last 22 years, speak fluent Malay
and pass a general knowledge test.

Unsuccessful Chinese applicants
complain that the general knowledge test
is rigged against them.
Officials deny this and insist that strict
standards are necessary to ensure loyalty
to Brunei's Islamic life-style.

CATW

English Synod
votes for
women priests

Derby Diocesan Synod agreed by an
overwhelming show of hands last
Saturday to urge the General Synod
towards the ordination of women priests
— without delay.

Votes are not counted. The Bishop of
Derby, the Right Rev. Cyril Bowles,
wanted to avoid any hint of
“triumphalism,” one of the supporters of
women'’s ordination said afterwards. But
Bishop Bowles pronounced the motion
— proposed by General Synod member
the Rev. Martin Leigh — “clearly carried”

The motion said that “now is the time
to remove the barriers to the ordination
of women and (this synod) urges the
General Synod to introduce appropriate
legislation.” Long, steady hand-clapping
followed the proposal by Mr. Leigh, who
is Vicar of Baslow.

According to one observer, the
opposers were “like Canute trying to hold
back the tide!” Bishop Bowles had to urge
the opposers to speak, for they were thin
on the ground — but it was thought that
many had stayed away.

Three priests and one layman spoke
against the motion. “But the proponents
were very well organised, trooping up
one after the other with prepared
speeches,” said one of the three,
industrial chaplain the Rev. Brian
Hackney

“1 did not intend to take part, and came
with only a few notes on a piece of paper
in case they were needed; but, when the
Bishop urged the opposition to speak, |
got to my feet. | have heard a number of
priests were away on a pilgrimage . . . but
I don’t know if that is s0.”

A proponent of the ordination of
women said that the whole thing had
been accomplished “without any hurt to

anyone
Church Times
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The Foundation of True Religion

Galatians 1

In 47 A.D. Paul travelled Galatia preaching
that Jesus Christ died for sins and by that
death delivered people from the present
evil age. This merciful act of God was
within his eternal purpose and even
comtemplating it evoked praise from Paul
(1:3-5, Acts 13 & 14). People believed and
churches were founded.

Not long after, probably 48 A.D. Jewish
teachers of the “Circumcision party”
visited these churches. They argued Paul’s
gospel was defective. His teaching with
respect to the Old Testament,
circumcision, religious festivals and food
laws was inadequate. They came with the
full gospel. :

They then attacked his motives. They
suggested he left out the Old Testament
teachings because Gentiles in Galatia
would find them unpalatable. Further
they questioned his credentials as an
apostle. He was not one of the twelve and
his commission was from Antioch not
Jerusalem.

Paul took issue with these teachers and
their views. Earlier he had confronted
them in Jerusalem (c46 A.D.), more
recently he had dealt with them in
Antioch and now he would confront
them by letter.

In Galatians 1 he weaves two
arguments together. He defends his
gospel and his apostleship

Argument 1: Paul’s
Apostleship came from God.

Paul does not open his letter with the
customary words of thanksgiving and
encouragement. He immediately defends
his apostleship (1:1).

a) His Apostleship was not of man: 1:1

He was not an apostle by human

appointment, He certainly did not have

delusions of grandeur and appoint
himself nor did he receive that
appointment by a church group
deciding he had the gifts.

He was not even appointed by God

through a human agency. It was true

that he and Barnabas went out from

Antioch after the Holy Spirit had

separated them for the work and the

teachers and prophets of that church
laid hands on them (Acts 13:1-3). It was
also true that Ananias had laid hands
on him and instructed him concerning
the nature of his apostleship (Acts

9:10-19, 22:12, 16). Neither of these

actions, nor any other actions by men,

however, appointed him as an apostle
b) His Apostleship was of God 1:1

He was given his apostleship through

the resurrected Jesus Christ on the way

to Damascus. The light from heaven,
the voice of Jesus, being thrown to the
ground and the consequent blindness
was a revelation of Christ himself, (Acts

9:3-9, 22:6-11, 26:12-18). In this meeting

lay Paul’s authority as an apostle.
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God’s Gospel — Revealed to Paul

This of course was not where his
choice was decided. Like the prophets
of old (e.g. Jer. 1:5), he had been set
apart before he was born to be the
apostle to the Gentiles (1:15,16). He
was an apostle by God'’s choosing and
this choice was made known to Paul in
arevelation of the risen Christ.

Argument 2: Paul’s gospel
came from God.

Paul preached a gospel of grace
Moreover this gospel was the only gospel.
Anyone changing this gospel, in the case
by adding regulations of a ritual kind, was
in danger of being put under God's ban
Even angels and apostles ought to
beware! God’s judgment would fall upon
anyone who preached a different gospel
from the one the Galatians had received
(1:6-9).

Why could Paul be so dogmatic and
even offensive with such strong
language?

a) His gospel was not man’s gospel

No man taught Paul the gospel,

(1:11,12). He points out that his contact

with the apostles was minimal — the

first three years of his Christian life he

spent in Arabia and Damascus (1:17);

when he did go to Jerusalem he was

only with Peter a little over a fortnight

(1:18-20) and then he went off to Syria

and Cilicia returning to Jerusalem

fourteen years after that Damascus
experience (1:21-2:1). His movements
since his calling made it difficult to
substantiate that other apostles taught
him the gospel.

b) His gospel came through a revelation
of Christ
But surely Paul would receive some
information about the gospel from
Peter in that fortnight and even before
that from the Christians he had so
zealously persecuted? True, but it was
the essence of the gospel Paul learned
from the revelation of Christ. The Son
was revealed in Paul (1:16). The light
no only shone around him but in him
too (2 Corinthians 4:6)

The gospel he learned was the gospel
of grace (1:3, 6,15). Paul had been a
“works” man of the very worst kind
even to opposing God by persecuting
his church. He had no claim on God at
all (1:13-14), yet God mercifully
delivered him.

Not only was Paul’s mission but also
his message directly from God

What Lessons are there for us?

Firstly let us note that Paul is God's
messenger to us Gentiles and read him
carefully

Secondly let us observe that God’s
message is a message of mercy to men
and that this message is the only gospel
there is

Reg Piper
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Moore and Barnies in Party Business

B8 dad
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Moore College’s Catering Service and St. Barnabas Church, Broadway teamed up to give
Barnies’ secretary, Mary Bourne, a right-royal wedding reception after her marriage to
Greg Forster. Jock Stewart, RGCM, head chef and chief worrier at these events said
demands on Moore’s Catering Service was growing in leaps and bounds. St. Barnies could

make no comment.

Australian Christian Book Awards

Entries for the 1984 ACLS Christian Book
of the Year Awards are being called for.

The Australian Christian Literature
Society (ACLS) founded the awards to
support and encourage Australian
authors and publishers

The awards are made annually for
original books written by Australians and
published by Australian publishing
houses between April 1 and March 31
each year

The categories this year are

(1) The Australian Christian Book of

the Year Award;

(2) The best children’s book, inc luding
books written for younger teenagers;

(3) The best designed book

All entries submitted for the Award 'will
be automatically considered for
categories (2) and (3) where appropriate,

Previous winners of the main award
have been The Shape of Belief, L ancer
Books (1983), Be our Freedom, Loid,
Lutheran Publishing House (1982), and
The Human Journey, Albatross Books
(1981)

Dr. Larry Crabbe to visit Sydney
Missionary and Bible College

Dr. Crabbe (Grace Seminary, Indiana) will
speak to the students and ex-students of
SM.B.C. on Friday, July 27th at 7.30 p.m

This will provide an opportunity for
students to profit from the ministry of the

representative of the Institute of Biblical
Counselling

Dr. Crabbe will be in Sydney for a
period of three weeks and will conduct
seminars which are already booked out.

MOW debate continued

church is in a position of influence in that
wider society, the church can start
influencing that wider society and change
the social structures,

ACR May | observe, we're now going over
old ground. Can we now ask john and
Robert to develop their line of thought.

Paul went for broke

Forsyth Can | just take something Gordon
said, because it's very important. Peter in
Galatians is a good example — a simply
trivial act really, eating kosher food. No
doubt it kept him in good with the blokes
back in Jerusalem

Peter didn't see the point. But Paul
certainly did, and in effect said that the
Apostle had betrayed all that Paul stood
for.

In other words, when it came to a
matter of the Gospel, Paul wasn’t too
“smart”. He just went for broke. In fact, it
got him into a lot of trouble, probably
lost his life in fact through not being
supported by the Jerusalem church, they
hardly fully understood him. If something
is crucial to the Gospel Paul is a tiger of
aman. He's a very brave man and in fact
aman \\flo doesn’t think long term. He
thinks Christ is coming in his own life
time actually for most of his life. | think
we've made him far too smart and far too
subtle

I'm saying Galatians 3:28 has no tension
at all with “wives submit to your
husbands as to the Lord”, “the husband is
the head of the wife”. They're written by
the same man who | believe held both
equally, and regarded both as being true
to the Gospel. In exactly the same way
that the relationship of Christ and the
Church were a Gospel type thing, What
I'm saying is that if there was an
inconsistency, particularly on this issue,
Paul would have reacted very sharply.

As Marcus Barth has pointed out in his
commentary on Ephesians, the ancient
world was a very diverse world, and the
picture of the unmitigated patriarch is in
fact a creation of the scholar. Susan is
right, it's very confusing, but none-the-
less there were liberation movements
involving female priests. Nothing so odd
really, especially amongst the Gentiles to
whom Paul is writing. They could have
had a very free situation, as we
understand free. But Paul in fact reins
them back. He reins them back, | believe,
because he regards what's happening as

being contrary, not just to social
standards (and therefore dangerous for
us — “we must keep our flags hidden
until the time”) but because he regarded
it as a matter of apostolic principle not
inconsistent with being one in Christ

It's different with slavery, he seems to
accept the situation — | agree that's an
embarrassment to us all today — but his
advice within a slavery context is very
different to his advite within the man/
woman situation, as it is with the Gentile
He wants to give slavery no divine
sanction, it's a question of submitting to
the authorities which are there. But with
men and women Paul clearly models the
asymmetrical man/woman relationship
on the asymmetry of the Christ/church,
or the Father/Son relationship. Which is
asymmetrical because God the Father is
the Head

Sherlock I'm quite happy to get onto that
one

Forsyth | know that I've got a desperately
difficult task, and I've really got no hope
actually because we can't help but be
heard as saying women are second class
citizens, But | believe there are two ways
forward. Either ordain women, and say
"yes you're right — unless you can do
everything men can do, officially, you're
not equal!” Maybe that's one way out of
the problem. Or, the other one is to teach
the reality of true Christian relationships
where, as Charles has pointed out, unity
does not equal sameness in function or in
gifts or abilities. Thus to say in fact that
Gal. 3:28 is truly honoured in a situation
where we have different functions which
may be expressed ecclesiastically.

ACR OK. John,

Woodhouse Yes, | just want to press the
point briefly that you can’t rip out what
Paul is saying about man/woman
relationships in the congregation without
attacking his doctrine of the Trinity, and
his doctrine of creation. The very fact that
he inserts his statements about men and
women at that point, | think, is at the
heart of our particular difficulty, which is
all | want to underline

Sherlock Well can | have a go at easing
their consciences on that point?

Forsyth Go for it

(Next issue, the debate looks at Paul’s
letters to Timothy, and the doctrine
of the Trinity.)

New Synod Format

The synod of the diocese of Newcastle is
reported to have turned its back on
parliamentary procedures. In a series of
“conference sessions” it will consider in
depth eight topics including: the
problems of small parishes; stewardship;

baptism, first communion and
confirmation discipline; ecumenism;
youth unemployment; goals for a just
society; the role of the church in the
quest for peace; and sharing ministry
with one another,

-
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At last year's Diocesan Synod the
Archbishop, Most Rev. Donald Robinson,
announced in his Presidential Address a
new initiative in the Dioce g alled
Vision for Growth” it was to be a major
programme extending over a period of
years designed to establish churches in
the “new areas” of the city
The programme of “Vision for Growth”
is beginning to take shape. Expectations
are that it will be launched at the next
Diocesan Synod in October, In the
meantime, the Archbishop has been
meeting with his clergy to explain what is
to happen
Rev. Stuart Abrahams has been

appointed as the full time director of the
programme. Until recently Mr. Abraharas
was Rector of the Parish of Nowra. There
as a result of the growth of areas in the
Parish, he worked towards the division of
the Parish from one large unweildy unit
into smaller more viable units. He has,
therefore, experience to draw on which
will help him in this new position.

The Vision for Growth programme has
been called “the Diocese’s major
initiative in the next decade”. In a letter to
clergy the Archbishop has written

“There is an urgent need for planned
development and expansion of ministry
and mission in this Diocese of Sydney. As
Archbishop, | see it as one of my major
responsibilities to offer leadership in
responding to the need

In dedicating myself to this, | am asking
all the clergy and laity of the Diocese
likewise to give themselves under God to
a new VISION FOR GROWTH.

VISION FOR GROWTH means lifting
our eyes to see and provide for the
spiritual and social needs of our
neighbours. It means expanding our
present work. It will involve exploring
alternative forms of church planting and
ministry

However, | accept the strong
recommendation of my colleagues that
the immediate priority of VISION FOR

Archbishop Donald Robinson

GROWTH is to provide ministry and
resources for development of church life
in the major growth areas in the west and
south of the Diocese

VISION FOR GROWTH will provide the
basis for major development of Christian
ministry in the Diocese in the next
decade. | intend to give personal
leadership in this. | call upon all Anglicans
within the Diocese to consider prayerfully
what part God has for them. Very simply,
we are on the move

The aims of the Vision for Growth
Programme have been explained as

“The ultimate goal of the VISION FOR
GROWTH programme is, quite simply
thousands more people won to Christ
throughout the Diocese, and nurtured as
His disciples in the fellowship of the
Church

To achieve this ultimate goal, several
secondary aims are involved. They
include the following

® to rationalise and consolidate areas of
church work, where necessary, and
extend it where there is a need;

® to establish active Anglican Christian
congregations where they do not at
present exist

® to build up struggling congregations
that already exist;

Allan Whitham of HMS

® to encourage a deeper sense of
fellowship between established viable
congregations and those that are less
well established

as a result of such sharing, to provide
these younger churches with the
ministry and property they need, so that
they may grow to spiritual maturity and
reach out sensitively to their own
communities in evangelism and service
to encourage such an openness to
God’s Spirit that churches throughout
the Diocese may be renewed in faith,
and made more effective in their
witness to Jesus Christ, and His love and

concern for the totality of people’s
lives!

Initial forward planning suggested 33
areas where there was a need for new or
expanded ministries. At this stage the list
has been cut to 19 top priority areas. This
list will be kept under review

The programme will require a rethink
of clergy resources. The programme will
involve retraining and ¢ xperimentation. It
has been stated

The demands of the 19 top priority
areas will not be met just by re-allocating
city clergy to them

The difficulties in many of them are so
acute that, for effective ministry there,

some of our most able clergy will need to
be retrained. Their task will be nothing
less than the establishment of new
pastoral and evangelistic ministries in
areas that are “mission fields” in every
sense of the name

Already, this challenge is being held
out both to current clergy and to those
entering upon studies for the ministry

Clearly, new models of ministry will be
called for in many of these situations. The
need for this will be examined fully by the
VISION FOR GROWTH and New Areas
Committees

Iraditionally the Home Mission Society
has existed to provide support for such
development. In recent years some of
that responsibility has been transferred to
the New Areas Committee. Both will be

vitally involved in the Vision for Growth
programme. In a letter to HM.S
supporters the General Secretary, Rev
Allan Whitham wrote

When Bishop Frederic Barker first
arrived in the Colony, he was astonished
and somewhat dismayed to discover the
size of the Diocese, the difficulties of
communication, the scarcity of clergy and
the severe shortage of adequate buildings
for worship and teaching,

Against this background, The Church
Society (now HMS) was formed in 1856. A
firm foundation was laid for its work in
that inaugural year. In essence, the work
has continued unchanged ever since

Christianity can't be genetically or
denominationally inherited. Acceptance
of Christ has to be the personal choice «
each new generation. We neglect this
basic truth at our great peril. There are
enough resources within the current
generation of Anglicans in this Diocese to
make the necessary effort, But it is from
the next generation that our Christian
staff, voluntary workers, money and every
form of spiritual and material support will
have to come if HMS is to continue into

o

the 21st Century

Scottish “Yes” to

SELDOM HAS the church of Scotland’s
general assembly excited such
widespread interest. But with last week's
agenda that was not surprising.

The highlight of the Assembly was
clearly the ‘Nelson Case’ and his appeal
against St. Andrew’s Presbytery attracted
the largest audience. The Assembly Hall
in Edinburgh was packed, the public
gallery and the students gallery was
bulging at' the seams, and in the areas of
the main hall it was standing room only
for the Commissioners. Outside the
Assembly Hall were queues of people
hoping to get inside to hear this unusual
case.

Mr. Nelson had served 9 years of a life
sentence for the for the bludgeoning to
death of his mother in the mid 1970's after
a row over his girlfriend. Mr. Nelson at 39
years of age is currently studying
theology at the University of St. Andrews.
Part of the controversy surrounding the
case has concerned whether he is truly
repentant or not. His surviving Father has
said on British TV that his son had
premeditated the murder, and was nor
really sorry for it. Others have given
different public testimony

Both sides had their chance to put their
side of the argument and the
commissioners had the opportunity to
put questions to both parties at the ‘Bar’

murderer minister

but no debate was allowed. It was over an
hour and a half of question and answer
pleadings and petitioning and at the end
of the time a vote was called for.

It resulted in a narrow victory for Mr.
James Nelson. The decision was 622 votes
for and 425 votes against, and with the
some 1,200 people with a vote, clearly
some abstained. The result of this was
that St. Andrew’s Presbytery was
instructed by the General Assembly to go
ahead and license Mr. Nelson, the ex-
murderer.

The Archbishop the Rt Rev. John
Habgood was present during the
controversial Motherhood of God debate
presented by the Women'’s Guild. He saw
this theological investigation ‘bite the
dust’ as the fathers and brethren decided
not take any more action, on this issue.

The Archbishop told the assembly that
relationships between the Church of
Scotland and the Church of England were
coming closer and at the Synod in July
there would be Church of Scotland
representative present.

The other unusual case was Mr. |
MacDonald, who, with a past record of
embezzling, was accorded the same
justice and the general assembly also
voted in favour of his licensing and so
instructed his Presbytery, of Hamilton to
carry out this task.

Eremos Bishop for Canberra

The Right Rev. Owen Dowling, Bishop of
Canberra and Goulburn, announced on
Friday that the Reverend Bruce Wilson
has been appointed Assistant Bishop in
the Diocese.

Mr. Wilson is presently Principal of the
College of Ministry in Canberra

He is 42 and has spent most of his life in
Sydney. He was ordained in 1965 and
worked in the parishes of Beverley Hills
and Darling Point before spending 6 years
as Anglican Chaplain to the University of
New South Wales. His last parish
appointment was as Rector of Paddington
which he held for eight years

Mr. Wilson is a graduate in Theology with
first class honours from the Australian
College of Theology and of the University
of N.SW. with first class honours in
sociology. He also has a degree in divinity
and a Master of Arts degree from the
University of Sydney.

He is married with two teenage children.

Mr. Wilson is well known for his two
books, “The Human Journey” which
received the Australian Christian Book of
the Year Award in 1981 and “Can God
Survive in Australia?” published last year.

He is a co-founder of the Eremos
Institute, an organisation designed to
help Christians understand and
contribute to Australian Society, and to
deepen spirituality

rBishopLowling said, /) am delighted that

i f )
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Bruce Wilson has accepted my
nomination of him as the Assistant Bishop
of the Diocese. He is a person of great
talent who has already made his mark on
the Australian Church as a parish priest, a
University chaplain and through his
writings and work with training
conferences for clergy and laity in their
spirituality and ministry

“Mr. Wilson will continue as Principal of
the College of Ministry as well as
Assistant Bishop in the Diocese, and a
Vice Principal will shortly be appointed to
the College to assist with lecturing and
administration.”

Itis anticipated that Mr. Wilson will be
consecrated in St. Saviour’s Cathedral,
Goulburn, during October.

“Men and women,
identical in responsibility?”,
part 2 of MOW

debate ...pages6b &7

Keston College

interview ...page 10

Galatians chapter 2,
“not contaminated”. .page 11
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