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PARLIAMENTARY SALARIES

Party differences will disappear as usual if
Federal Members of Parliament, as is expected, decide
to pay themselves higher salaries during the forth-
coming Session: it may he taken for granted that there
will be a little shallow boxing, but that everyone will
accept a rise, even after speaking and voting against
it. Gone are the days when any Minister or Member
returns his pay cheque to the Treasury, as Lord
Brice of Melbourne did

No sensible taxpayer objects to the high cost,
merely as such, of the legislative branch of our
government, or to the enormous cost of the executive
arm. If you want the best, then you have to pay for
it. That we are paying for the best, and that we are
going to pay more, is evident; but are we in fact
getting the best, in the legislature especially, and, if
not, are we really going to get anything beiter when
Parliamentary salaries rise?

It is questionable whether increased Parlia-
mentary salaries will really benefit anyone save
Members personally. It is not apparent that the
community as a whole will gain anything. The same
gentlemen will continue to represent the same inter-
ests in the Parliament. There is nothing to suggest
that they will represent those interests more effi-
ciently. “They will merely be paid more money for
doing the same job.

The fact is that no amount of money seems ever
to have induced, or seems ever likely to induce, the
best men into political life in the modern democratic
state. The man who receives more money in the
form of a parliamentary salary than he was capable
of earning as a private citizen, and who has gone into
politics for that reason, is a comparative rarity on
either side of the Parliament. There are a few such,
on each side. They shed no lustre on their parties,
the Parliament or the whole system of parliamentary
democracy.

It is a sound principle, up to a point, that no
Member should be compelled to make undue financial
sacrifices because of his public service; but in prac-
tice, as Members and the general public alike realise,
the principle is hard to apply, because of the great
disparity in the earning power of individual Mem-
bers. Thus, a university professor or trade union
secretary who is elected to Parliament may sustain
some loss of income; but it will be small by compari-
son with the financial loss to be borne by a busy
Queen’s Counsel or highly placed industrialist. The
outstanding examples are those of Sir Robert
Menzies and Sir Garfield Barwick, who turned
their backs oil great incomes at the Bar in order to
render political services to their country.

The private Member, of course, need lose IIllIE
financially by comparison with the
enters the Ministry, where he is at once precluded
by the soundest of conventions from engaging in
remunerative outside work.

e peculiar sacrifices demanded of the Ministry
are properly recognised by attaching to Ministerial
office emoluments and facilities not enjoyed by pri-
vate Members. There is a present trend, to be seen
alike in the Commons and the House of Representa-
tives, for the functions of private Members to move
away from their classical, traditional nature. This
reflects, inter alia, the price of Party government.
However much it may be deplored it is a fact that the
line between the Executive and the Legislature has
become almost invisible. Private Members tend in-

they exercise these functions inefficiently, it might be
that the reason is less connected with their salaries
than with the appalling lack of facilities available to
them in terms of accommodation, secretarial assist-
ance, help in research, and the like. If most people
will protest at any further increase in parliamentary
salaries, fewer are likely to object to very much more
money being spent in directions which would make it
easier for private Members to carry out more effi-
ciently the new duties, undreamed of fifty years ago,
which they have since assumed. Few politicians of
the modern professional kind would really prefer
higher salaries to better facilities in kil It is to lie
hoped that some of them will make this clear at the
appropriate time.

One further course, which is under discussion
in England, might profitably be considered. That is,
without derogating from the ultimate responsibility
of any Minister, so to amend the machinery of the
Legislature as to create bi-partisan committees like
those of the U.S. Senate. Some such development
would be consistent with what has been taking place
in practice since Hitler’'s War. There are consider-
able constitutional and practical difficulties in this
course; but they should not prove insuperable. Not
least among its advantages would be the formal recog-
nition of the process of that organic growth already
apparent, which is clearly changing the former role
of the Member.
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RELATIONS OF MEN AND
WOMEN AT WORK

Geneva, August 3

A consultation on changing patterns of re-
lationships between men and women at work said
here last mouth that men generally fail to under-
stand the problems of the working woman and are
reluctant to face the fact that in most countries
economic conditions demand a growing number of
women in the labour force.
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W.E.A. ond University of Sydney Department of Tutorial Classes.
Charles Strong (Australian Church) Memorial Lecture, 1964.

Dr. E.G. PARRLYDER

Reader in Comparative Studies and Religion,
King's College, University of London,

will talk on

CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY AND TWO ASIAN FAITHS
THURSDAY, 13th AUGUST, at 8 p.m., A.M.P. Thcotrette,

Admission Free.

Circular Quay.

All Welcome.






