
0-01§00[131brz Rig r rA„ 

Author: Festo Kivengere 

Place: 

Date: 

Event: 

Theme: I Am Your Brother 

Text: Gen. 21:2-30 

Index: 

p. 1 Jacob and his sons 

p. 2 Joseph face to face with brothers in Egypt 

p. 4 Broken relationships 

p. 5 Grace is waiting 

p. 6 God has found out their sin 

p. 7 Come Near 



Festo -- "I Am Your Brother" 

H-LIA . 
51 I S 5°.. 

I want to read to you just a few verses from this wonderful story 

in Genesis, mahla chapter 44. I'm not going to read through 

the whole chapter, just a few verses here and there to show you 
a mistake which we all make and how grace meets it. 

In Genesis, chapter 43, perhaps to get the background and the 

context, shall we look at 42an and verse 8. It is a story which 
you are all acquainted with of the ten men the true beloved 

Jacob, the sons of Jacob. Ten of them. The youngest was not 

with them. This is a story which you are all acquainted with. 

But, I want to ask of the Holy Spirit to show us something 

through this one and also show us, Lord Jesus, in it ten men, 
if whenever I read thick, my heart my_heant sometimes feels sox 
burdened. Not only for those sons of Jacob, because they are J___ 
no longer, but for myself. Be ause, really, /these ten men Q-ftretlx- 

1 LifImay_put,;it that_ _ way,they bore a terrific burden for years: —  — I 
In fact, they bore it, they carried it along with them and 
labored under it kc for a good 18 years. Ten men. These men 

whom God had chosen, after they had committed that terrible and mu 0, c 
unforgetable sin of selling their brother, almost•they nearly 

committed murder. (But somehow they didn't, they sold their 

brother  From that day they labored under the sense of that .-- ___. 
condemnation for akt4 18 yearsoamd they schemed to cover up 
that thing. And they produced all sorts of things and they told 

ir lies, boand after a time it came back. I think it was a terrible 
experience for those ten brothers. UntilghOWI, somehow, God does 
itChOWIvery graciously_ lie brought them to Joseph. \-jsomeliovii . 

-he'brought _them to Joseph:--- Aiid it was Joseph -they dreaded . 

hiff ihmix there was anyone they dreaded, it was *Isi Joseph. They 

all wanted to believe that he died. They wanted to male every= 
c. '_,;
ac
1- --1 -,1 .0c\ y,,I\ 

body believe he died. -An, you knowf  this Joseph never died. / 
Everywhere they went it seemed that Joseph was haunting wherever 

they went. They h .i ,A L) their father, and it seemed as if 

Joseph was following after them. They went and looked after 
sheep, and Joseph seemed to be all the timetlas it were, after 

V4(\o _ ___ 
t\ 

their own As it were, just haunting after them, 

• 
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hunting 19 Ce a dog. -The conscLence went after them,'-.anci years 
and years they never forgot, until this remarkable day we read ca--- 

Q .r.-Q- here,,they w forced to come to Josephy- -Thei:forcest-) by 
,,..,-3) 

circurptances to stand the- fall - - , 
bck aVo l4reater —than - Joseph's. Youx know theYCameT- and" 1 
Joseph knew his brethren, xmlAxicx but they knew not them. 

I want you to picture these ten men standing in fromt of Joseph 
\)-and -iie could se& he knew them. He knew their names and he 

-) 
looked in their eyes and he saw they were guilty,-but they 
A {I.' IA ( I 4.0 541) never-knew  izx him, •He spoke to them through an interpreter. 

&ov 
Josephttfidt-theY  laboring, h kneW -fOr eighteen years they LKALc-a-4.. 
Nere)struggling -and -StrUgglingiand laboring to make themselves 
forget this thingl And they never succeeded. He knew it, 
because it was Joseph whom they sold. jffe-  knew 

4,./ 
when _he...looked. in their eyes, they were guilty.' .0ther Egyptians • 
didn't know that they were guilty, and they,\pretended they were 
not guilty. But, when Joseph looked at them, he knew they were 
guilty men.Cl They were ill at ease. They were far from being 
comfortable and because he loved them he knew theke was no other 

way out. Joseph knew as long as that thing was not dealt with 

as long as they were not prepared to drag that terrible out 
and bury it down in the grave and forget it He-knew that 
they were not going to get away from being haunted by their 
own consciences$and .so Joseph in his graciousness was trying 
to bring these men to where they could get rid of.  this terrible 
burden. But, you know, they kxtmaixitxaxExytkmm evaded it every-
titem time. And, Joseph spoke to them like this. He said, 
"You are spies," a rather harsh word, "you are spies." And 
the minute he said that, you know what he remembered, the 
moment he said you are spies, quickly their consciences said 
it is because of what you did. Somehow it seemed as if it 
was bell ringing. And listen to their confessions. Listen to 
what they are going to confess. Very often that is what we do 
when we are guilty:. "Youx are spies," he says, and then in 
verse 11, "We are all one man's son; We are -were true men; 

J servantsi_and ,- no spies': Mark that word - "We are 

true men." RT-1-Warit-td-TOOk-rti-their eyes when WY-6-dy-tii-at 



wod •, "we true 
they said',X "we are 
are going to say Ida. 

men.",' And 
true men, " 

 little bi.t) 
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not mpneix spies,." alright. V 
servants are 12 brethren." Th 
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AO. 

Joseph was looking at them as 
Were they ? .  Listen to what they 

more. Vwe are true men„ •we are 
erse 13, and -the 'y said,) "Thy 

IkOt 
at 's true that-'_s- trues- Good 

counting, too. There were 12 and they were brethren, -too 
no lie about that. We -have•  the signs of one man, in tkotainx 

the land of Canaan, t w true, very---true-r- ---Th)arrtGojaf, 
a 

,a,Little-bit-farther s  ici;Ejabc t is day with our father," 

That is very true. But look at the last wordsf___"knd one is 

nottwai-tIngr ." Are they true? Is it true?• They confessed all 
the rest, and of course, they confessed what was absolutely 

unnecessary. What made theniruncomfortable, -was (a fittle-biil 

those last wordst, "and one Dai not." That is what was haunt- 
, 

ing them. The rest--Was-absolutely unnecessary. They might\ 
as well have forgotten 'it. They "not - SUffering-from t4., 
either-. it was a waste of time ----It\,was an unnecessary con-

fession. They were not suffering from the fact that their 

father was living in Canaan, that they were poor people, that 

they had the V‘A Ntatheing Nothing to do with that,/ 

Their consciences were not burdened with y of that stuff. 
( 9 LA V 

10.1 

But the last wordp.. 'and one is not' Arf sometimes, dear 
pristian people!, weican long for revival, we can long for 
renewal, we can pray our heads off, we can do anything, just 
like these brothers. We can even make long confessions until 
we reach .to- the last point where God is waiting for you."It 

■A, was as if Joseph was holding back, waiting for the whole truth. 
If they had said, "and one we sold," what a change. Immediate-
ly the whole picture %dm would have changed. 4oseph was just 

( almost , waiting for that laSt minute.1 It 

would have made all 
1 .1.0 4  A. 

just made9\  b they 

they evaded .(11Don t 

the diffe'ence in the world. If they had 
A,4\ never made it.,,,They just got there, and -L4&  

VL you sometimek? I can't tell you how many 

times you evade what is the key to the blessing. Something thkt 

God knows, that if you really come to that point and you mean 

business with Him, ice is going trapc to see to it that you are 
gthing to* be blessed. Grace is just waiting to come to you there, 
nn + :hnf nnin*. rri6f - nom - hnur r. "Icesp ,Vhca ric% y41 ic :anti whaan hot rtr•i- 
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e ov,  f a* Y.nA) 

This vague business, this generalization‘i-Cmakes yoU comfor- \ table in yourself. When they say "one is not", they are not 
guilty, he might have died. No one-knows-anything. Perhaps 

--(1 . -t^ 

he was greeted by an animal or some terrible catastrophe 
happened to him. No one knows,what. They are vague. 
you-knouNthere is a sori of confession of jam sin, " (sort of 
ddmitting you're wrong which leaves you safe. You ldmit it in 
such a way that no one knows you are guilty. They a&P-i4C'"2-) 
responsible for the curse which has come into the community' 
Nhey-are7not-responsible for the broken relationship "Ln- this 
chap, not at all. And the blessing never came. And Joseph 
looked at them and he went on and he said, verse 14, "You are 

B spies." ut, loOV' e. verse 21-. A!Xfterwards,Ahey said one to 
another, we are guilty concerning our bilther,in that we saw 
the anguish of his soul 7when he besought us )and we would not 
hear; therefore is ti;lis Y4'"  sat come upon us." When they .askedSpo6 
themselves confess It fully . pn they dOme and stgh:d before 
Joseph they evadeit. When they,JaceAJacob, they evadelit. 
They will confess it anywhere, except where it is-concernedi-N%,410144, 

`‘A...4.A,-0-"iiien who gossip about the iTbroken ihax relationships.). 
with their wives. We pretend that we men don't gossip. , 4W of 
course,.there 4 also !  hey would to anyone except to the 

('‘t one concerned all-the-,,,i:,:you.:,w1:1-1 find some- 
,Q e) tie^ rt (-- 

body N  you-wil-1 talk about the mane \jou will laugh and of course 
you are laughing at Jesus. °Oh,but he's awful, isn't he Oh 
you can't get along with him. He's is the most difficuttT person 

\No._ Vut you don't tell hiom that. When you-come; you put on this 
broad, broad smile you look wonderful. But l_ins:1314a., inside there 
is something that says you are not true. You,are a spy here. 

n r; 
Because a spy is one who comes and iooks whatkLis  not. Wx He may 
look like a friend, when all the time he is carrying a revolver 

VtqA) I \ 

by his side. And that's Christians are S'Et" These ximax sons 
of Jacoby  fnd Joseph repeated, "you are spies." Why don't they 
speak this ttit,'\, to Joseph? Why can't they admit it? And they 
said, - .they-used-those-words-when-they-say, "therefore is this 

LA 
distress come upon us." Do you know why the distress has come 
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upon homes? Upon work? Upon offices? Upon churches? It 
is this business of evading the truth, \when the Holy Spirit 
comes and brings it to you., -And- you evade it carefully. 

n\i(1 

We are all very clever. We fight it easy. But,you- kn6W, it 
is a gruelling experience, it makes you tired. It makes 

'‘FC. 
many people hard and the strain is xpT motel cause of it, be-
cause I'm not prepared to face that last bit. And it is that 

tk which God is interested in, because God knows V,what has taken 
away the b_lessing, what has made me dry, is that last bit of 
truth. sAndLxxxxi4t.  L-ntity-o , because they were not prepared 

...Ab o. t,t7 V-1,4 

 

they misunderstood Joseph. Listen to their explana-
tion, they saidTxkx to their father, "The manJwho is the lord 

1.a are a  of the land, spoke roughly to us." They thought ou....-ar.e very 
rough1c2-. Was he? They misunderstood him entirely. He was the 

most tender-hearted man, because if you read verse.-2-3i—you'.11 

.see, "They knew not that Joseph understood them for he spoke 
to them by an interpreter, and he turned himself about from 
them and he wept." Is that being rough? Do rough people weep? 

He loved them. He was a.zaost—tenderhearted imam ', a most gra-
cious man. a And—tonight, I want you to direct your attention 

c■ 

to the -Lord • Jesus. There are DIEEEtay many, people in this congre=' 

g a tion who may- be im post now- mistaking Jesusl  misunderstanding TovA 
r him being rough with them. They think he is _  

11.r 
hammering on their sins,ito make them miserable. Asiever,,,with 
Aim. You think he's rough? Not at all. You are being rough 

to yourself. As long as you evade the truth as God brings it 
near, you are just treating yourself roughly. You are giving 
your precious soul a rough time unnecessarily. (0n, if6rou  
knew that grace(is not-rough , that•grace - -- -are .waiting 
for you! You only imixxayx have to say that word, that thing 
t rt,4 

lax which you afraid, and grace is waiting ifor- In. fact, 
\V r ko 

there are tears in the eyes of the Lord Jesus. r And Joseph s'  

spoke to them through an interpreter.,  And as they were speaking 

to each other 4with misery on ,they faces,aliat  we Are guilt 
Hebrew, and-he heard every word they didn't know he was a Hebrew. 
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They were try' lc you see to themselves, and he was hearing. 
Do you kno when you speak\ like that2,, Jesus* Christ is listen-
ing in.VEven now when your conscience is speaking with you, he 
is listening in, and he turns aside in tears of love and be 

weeps; simply because you are not prepared to save yourself 
from that terrible, unnecessary, gruelling experience of 
straining your soul, because you are not prepared to go where 

grace wants you to go. A time came when they did. 4--want 
k)." Cs 

ainish-therei — chapter -4-4 --at-last: A long, long business, but 

want—to._finig111:3,iith -this.,-At last it came,verse-til-I4-,--- 
. Judah and his brethren, chapter-I4-verse-14-, came to Joseph's 

house, for he was (2_1-" there.
s) 
 I want to praise God for this. 

They came back to Joseph's house guilty, because a cup was 

found in Benjamin's sackand Joseph was still there. "Jesus 
is still there. Right there waiting. Perhpps you have been 

struggling and wandering and groping in darkness \  and beating 
about the bush and evading the truth, Ae is still -therex BaGk. 
they•--came..into Joseph's' housseoa lnd-Joseph was- still. there., 

waiting for--4(61. Grace is berel- in this church .-Lonight, 

waiting-for-you. Jesus Christ hast ..kot moved an inch from 
He is still waiting there for you.-PAnd.-they,came-back. 
Joseph said unto them, "What deed is this that you done?0,, 
Don't you know that such a man as T can certainly divine  
you know that I am the Lord Jesus? I can see through. Why did 
you play this game of evading the truth? Don-'t-you-know-that 
such_a_man-as-myself -can 'divine " ,said. Joseph. Jesus Christ, 
of course, is greater Jamtnx than Joseph, isn't he? Verse-16A -
"And Judah said, what shall we say, myxtfoxat unto my lord? What 
shall we speak? How shall we clear ourselves? God has found 
out the iniquity of thy servant." That is exactly what he was 

waiting for.. Yes, nothing to justify. What can we say?. No 

words now. No justification, no excuses. God has found out 
V.r. p4u,  m 1 tr )  

our sin. -Chapter-45, -then- Joseph could not refrain himself gxram 

attxo gxtkom before all of- them that stood by thm and he cried, 
Cause every man to go out from me, d there stood no man with 
hithwhile.  Joseph made himself known to his •bretheen. And he 

r;0A. 

wept aloud." And Joseph unto them, verse-3 "/"Bre,thoen,. 1 am 

alVary. 
And 
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Joseph." Veree-44-, they were troubled, of course, and Joseph 

said unto them, verso-4-as-hdle-brethren, "Come near to me, I 

pray you 2 )  And they came x sac near. And he said,\'I am 
Joseph, your brother whom you sold into Egypt." What a shatter- 

ing experience! There--they-}found-  themselves-standing,  s soon 
as they made that realistic confession, he would not restrain 

himself any.longer. He had to reveal himself. He wept aloud, 

And he said, "Come near." They were trembling and shuddering 
as he said, "I am Joseph. \ When Jesus says that, to you, when 
you have been living-that lie, when you have been playing MIT 

with sin, and He comes near and he says, "I am Jesus..' 44  You 
thought you hated that man, but I am Jesus." Then you shrink 
back in fear and terror and he says, "I am Jesus your brother.th 
You soAd me into-Egypt, but I am Jesus, your brother. Come 
near." He comforted them5  and he- even tried to excuse them Sce.TAA.f 

and Ile-said, "Don't you be angry with yourselves th you foe4e4 50-4 
meIk'rZod sent me before you that I may(wcero a- 

Joseph took it away. He forgave them. Gone. At the place 
called Calvary, y ou stand there trembling.-but ou are one of 
those who suffer from k,-(4t-k-cv\ . / Don't y9u fear, come near 
and to me, says Jesus. I have made a provision for you. Per-

haps you think ,c-e(,QX-t( is too difficult. You' think your km 

t) 
Jesus, a-ean•almost-see.Him standing by each one of you and 
saying; introducing himself and saying, "I am Jesus, your brother." 
You have been under conviction these days. You have unnecesarily 

carried the Walla burden, you have evaded the truth, to the ex- 

treme of causing sorrow and pain and unnecessary to your 
soul. "I am Jesus, your brother." IF you are prepared to 
speak the truth tonight, and-ga and, k-8evade it, grace is waiting 
for you And he comforted them and he wept over them and then 
he kissed them and they talked with him." Tes:rm_I!,m-sure,,-,hord-ght. 
some.-of---you-can-s n ou r bedrooms ' perhaps , in -th e an 

talk-abOtrt- h-irri. What a sweet conversation. The burden has 
gone. Who took it? Joseph did. They did not forget It, but 

.41m„ otherwise 
hardest to deal with.. Well, don't you-try 

kills you. Just take h .a.m to Jesus Christ and 
say, "I have nothing to plead, I am empty handed, I am guilty." 
And he will comfort ea-man. tt I  am Jesus your brothe whom you 
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sold to Egyptfor your 

'1\k0--• 
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But, I died for 011 you.CaYM., 
. ' • 
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