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I want to read to you just a few verses from this wonderful story

in Genesis, makp chapter 44. I'm not going to read through

the whole chapter, just a few verses here and there to show you

a mistake which we all make and how grace meets it.

In Genesis, chapter 43, perhaps to get the background and the
context, shall we look at 42am and verse 8. It is a story which
you are all acwuainted with of the ten men the true beloved
Jacob, the sons of Jacob. Ten of them. The youngest was not
with them. This is a story which you are all acquaihted with.
But, I want to ask of the Holy Spirit to show us something
through this one and also show us,; Lord Jesus, in it ten men,
if whenever I read thie, my heart myeheapt sometimes feels s0x
burdened. Not only for those sons of Jacob, beoepfewghey areHA&Q
no longer, but for myself. Because, really,/these ten me;WgaredJ
| Lif I may put. it.that way, theyjbore a terrific burden |for yéarg. ™
In fact, they bore it,] they carried it along with them and
“1labored uhder-iixxx for a good 18 years. Ten men. These men
whom God had chosen, after they had committed that terrible and
unforgetable sin of selling their brother, aimosg\%hey nearly
committed murder. (But somehow they didn't, they sold their
brother. From that day they labored under the sense of that
_Nﬂcondemnatlon for pxXly 18 years and khey schemed to cover up
that thing. And they produced all sorts of things and they told
lles agﬁ after a time it came back. I think it was a terrible
experience for those ten brothers. Uhtll,_ d@ somehow)God does
itf. hom]very grac1ousl¥>he brought them to Joseph. LSomehow
“he” brought them to Joseph. And 1t was Joseph they dreaded
FVOMJNI% Xhrix there was anyone they dreaded, it was Im Joseph. They
all wanted to believe that he died. They wanted to ma%e every-
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body believe he died. Andm you knog, thms Josephknaver died.
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Everywhere they went it seemed that Joseph was haunting wherever

they went. They Q@A o their father, and it seemed as if

Joseph was followlng after them. They went and looked after
sheep, and Joseph seemed to beh\all the tlme,fas it were, aftef‘\
‘their own . As it were, Just hauntlng after them,
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hunting llﬁe a dog. =Thef/onscmence went after theq/ i d years
i

and ysars they never forgot, until this remarkable day we read o

LIV
heremthey wmm forced %o come to Josephy- “They- forced x_}by

circumstances’ [T _ , to stand the—fall

chm hA\ﬁreatermthanWJoseph S+ Youx know they came, and’ !

Joseph knew his brethren, andxkx but they knew not them.

I want you terpicture these ten men standing in fromt of Joseph

Wéﬁ&wﬁemceﬁid see! he knew them. He knew their names and he ﬂt>

looked in tqelr eyes and he saw they were guilty, "but %hey
WL ke TN
néver kne& kx hlm, He spoke to them through an interpreter.

&

Josethfﬁat they laborlng, ‘he knew for elghteen years they Led ECM«

o
forget this thing\b“And they never succeeded. He knew it,
because it was Joseph whom they sold. [He knew it; andvso

when he 1ooked in their eyes, :they were gu11ty3 Other Egyptians .

dldn t know that they were guilty, and theyqpretended they were
not guilty.. But, when Joseph looked at them, he knew they were
guilty men}f\They were 11l at ease. They[were far from being

(knew theke was no other

comfortable and because he loved them‘he
way out, Joseph knew as long as that thing was not dealt with
as long as they Were not prepared to drag that terriblé”5ut

and bury it down in the grave and forget it, He-knew that

they were not going to get away from being haunted by their

own consciences, and so Joseph in his graciousness was trying

to bring these men to where they could get rid of this terrible
burden. But, you know, they hakedxikxmvmxykimm evaded it every-
k= time."VAnd, Joseph spoke to them like this. He said,

"You are spies," a rather harsh word, "you are spies." And

the minute he said that, you know what he remembered, the
moment he said you are spies, quickly their consciences said

it is because of what you did. Somehow it seemed as if it

was bell ringing. And listen to their confessions. Listen to
what they are going to confess. Very often that.is what we do
when we are guilty. "Youx are spies," he says, and then in
verse 1ll, "We are all one man's sorfiy We are -we—are true men;

ﬁd\ servantsy gh& no spies" Mark that word -~ "We are
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-~word, "we are true men."/ And Joseph was looking at them as

““‘“”"“‘“'Ti

they said,"‘\"we are true men, " Were they? Listen to what they
are going to sayré llttle bit)more. vwe are true men, we are_ {
not xpﬁxx sples."_ alrlght Verse 13, and they Sald )"Thy
‘servants are 12 brethren." Thatré true, that's--truew Good
counting, too. There were 12 and.they were brethren, -too- e
no lie about that. We~have the si&%é of one man, in XkeXarx

" the land of Canaan, , > ﬁﬁltrue, very-trues -TherGog,
amli$tlembitwfarthe%" s khkikx this day with our'father,"

That is very true. But look at the last words?__"And one is
not?ha&%&nqv” Are they true? Is-it true® They confessed all -
the rest, and of course, they confessed what was absolutely
unnecessary. What made them(hnCOmfortable -wasta llttle blé) A
~those last wordskx, "and one wﬁx not." That is what was haunt-
ing them. The rest~-.£vas;ab'solute:ly::unnesessary. They might!
\as well have forgotten‘it. Theywwere """ not suffergng-from-it,
emther, It was a waste .of tlme‘ TIItwas an unnecessary con—
fession. They were not sufferéng from the fact that their
father was living in Canaan, that they were poor people, that

they had the brathoe o) Koo, Nmkhming Nothing to do with thats)

v o Yt enLhel
But the last wordm.. tand one is not' Amk

Christlan peOpleJ we [can long for revival, we can long for

Their consciences were not burdened with y of that stuff.
N
Zaféometimes, dear

renewal we @an pray our heads off we can do anything, just

like these brothers. We can even make long confessions until
“we reach &o. the laat qunt where God is waiting for yoqu¥It
~was as if Joseph was: holding back, waiting for the whole truth.

If they hadx said, "and one we sold," what a change. Immediate~

1y the whole plcture whm would have changed. ‘WééébﬁwWéémigﬁkg

PR

(almost "7 , waiting for that last mlnuteJ It
‘would have mgde all the dlffefence in the world. If they had
"'"\\,\ﬂ YA 1 L b

just made,, buT they never maée 1t. ?hey Just got there, and Theas
they evaded. ||Don't you sometlmea? I can't tell you how many
times you evade what is the key to the blessing. _Somethlng that
God knows, that if you really come to that point. and you mean
business with Him, He is going Xmys to see to it that you are
gbing toy be blessed. Grace is Just waltlng to come to you there,

o Fhat nnint. THRYE gaa hnm Frlavar the Aawil i and when.hats nadk



. responsible for the curse which has come into the corlgnunityJ
Fhey—are-not- responsible for the broken relatlonshlp‘ﬁn-this-

- looked at them and he went on and he said, verse 14, "You are

.themselvesf'GEnfess it fully .
-Joseph, they evadedit. When theyﬂfaceAJacob they evadedit.
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This wvague business, this generallzatlon(—lt makes you comfor-
table in yourself. When they say "one is not", they are ‘not

gdilty, he mlght have died. No. one-knows-anything. Perhaps
L7 .

"he was greeted by an animal or some terrible catastrophe

happened to him. No one knows,what. They are vague. Domrtt
you—knowf£;ere is a sof% of confession of xgm sin, %ﬁ'sort of
ddmitting you're wrong which leaves you safe. You dmit it in

f‘.,,
such a way that no one knows you are guilty. They af@‘ %&‘“”J Mt Qo

f

chap, not at all. And the blessing never came. And Joseph

spies." ' ut, 100&, vepse-2l+ MAfterwards, they sald one to
another, we areﬂdﬁlity c0ncern1ng our bbther,in that we saw
the anguish of his soul_when he besought us and we would not
hear; therefore is tpls *“L‘s’ﬁ come upon us.” When the eskedapol \0'
G’&%en they cdme and sﬂahd before

They will confess it anywhere, except where it is. concernedi—MmiTline §,

IS o
ﬁ::¥§ “Yars- % Men who gossip about the“broken khmx relationships

with thflr wives. We pretend that we men don't gossip. khd of
i

course, ,there 48 also, khey wbu&d talk to anyone except to the

one concerned? ou w111 go all the syyous=will find some-
et LS & o Wik \»,.'«.'thpn o L

Lbodyk you.will talk about the man,‘jou will laugh and of course
- you are. laughing at Jesus. Oh‘but he's awful, isn't he? Oh

you can't get along with him. He's ¥x the most difficuktx personfu

\ ). [
- But you don't tell h;m that. When fgu~comei you put on this _
- broad, broad smlle you look wonderful. But,_in&ide” inside there
~1s something that says you are not true. You are a spy here.

O gt O et R

- Because a spy 1s one who comes and looks whathgs not. ¥Wx He may

look like a friend, when all the time he is carrying a revolver
by his side. And that'sk%hristians are S@EA @waﬁese XXgRX sons
of Jacob, @nd Joseph repeated, "&bu are spies.'" Why don't they
speak this Tl to Joseph? Why can't they admit it? And they
said, rthey“used"those-words when-—-they-say, "therefore is this

dlstress come upon us. ﬁﬂ Do you know why +he distress has come
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upon homes? Upon work? Upon offices? Upon churches? It
is this business of evading the truth, \when the Holy Spirit
comes and brlngs it to YyOu . —And- you evade it care ully.
We are all very clever. We fight it easy. But,youmknoh it
is a gruelling experience, it makes’ you tired. It makes
many people hard and the strain is xpx xmid cause of 1t, be~
cause I'm not prepared to face that last bit. And it is that
which God is interested in, because God knowé“what has kaken
away the ble§51ng, what has made me dry, is that last bit of
tuuth, An&i&nxuxﬂ,t mﬁmﬂ , because they were not prepared
u4b(n,§httvn\\, -they mlsunderstood Joseph. Listen to their explana-

tion, they saidyx®x to their father, "The man,who is the lord
of the land, spoke roughly to us." They thought Qoumane very
roughx®. Was he? They mlsunderstood’?}m entirely. He was the

- most tender-hearted man, because if you read verse-23j—youlil
.See, "They knew not that Joseph understood them for he spoke
to them by an interpreter, and he turned himself about from
them and he wept." Is that being rough? Do rough people weep?
He loved them. 'He was a.most: tenderchearted. man.,, a most gra-—
cious man. & And-tonight, I want you to direct your ‘attention

- to.the-Lorg- Jesus.\ There are HEREY man&?ﬁeegle in-this congre=-
-gatiion who may--be RENMX now- mlstaklng Jesus; mlsunderstandlngIQ\”A

rUth him foi belng rough with them. They think he 1s contlnually

hammering on their sins,to make them miserable. nNeverAw1th
Him. You think he's rough? Not at all. You are being rough
to yourself. As long as you evade the truth as God brings it

near, you are just treating yourself roughly. You are glving4

knew that grace/ls not.-rough,-that-grace - --are- walting
 for youf You only XmXREYX have to say that word that thing

......

hi"which you aframd and grace is waiting:for--thats ;n fact,
 there are tears in the eyes of the Lord Jesus.”\ﬂgéugeeeph
Spoke to “them through an 1nterpreter. Andﬁas they were speaking
to each other\with mlsery on . .they faces,Md we are- guiltjﬁ

Hebrew, and-he heard every word;they didn't know he was a Hebrew.

I
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They were tﬁy_
Do you knd'\when you speakwllke that®?, Jesusxy Christ is listen-
ing in.}/Even now when your conscience is speaking with gou, he

is listening in, and he turns aside in tears of love and he

t you see to themselves, and he was hearing.

weeps; simply because you are not prepared to save yourself
from that terrible, unnecessary, gruelling experience of
straining your soUl, because you are not prepared to go where

grace wants you to go. A time camf when they did. -E-want
A0

_finish-there;~chapter—44;- at~1ast. .A long, long business, but

A

Iowante-to-finishiwiththis. . -At last it came,verse—x&-i4+—

Judah and his'brethren, chapter—l4-verse—1l4,; came to Jeseph's

. >
~house, for he was gmﬂ' there. I want to praise God for this.

- They came back to Jeseph's house guilty, because a cup was

TYT.

ok

found in Benjamin's sacg)and Joseph was still there."Jesus

'is still there. Right there walting. Perhpps you have been

struggling and wahdering and groping in darkness,and beating
about the bush and evading the truth, HewiswstilIMthere(w-Baek
they-came--into- Joseph!s- hous&e%pd“Joseph was-still. there,

‘waiting -for- fﬁem. Grace is‘Bere7 4dn this.church.tonight,.still

walting-for-you. Jesus Christ ha%q$ot moved an inck from éhlvary.
He is still waiting there for you. ! And..they-came-back. And

_Joseph said unto them, "What deed is this that you done?® , _
- Pon't you know that such a man as I can certainly d1v1ne?,$bn't
- you know that I am the Lord Jesus? I can see throughfWLWhy did

you play thls.game of evading the truth? Don‘t-you-know-that

- such.a.man-~as~myself~can -divine, " .said..Joseph. Jesus Christ,

L]

of course, is greater Xkakxmx than Joseph, isn't he? Verse~16y-
"And Judah said, what shall we say, myxXmxad unto my lord? What
shall we speak? How shall we clear ourselves? God has found

-out the 1n1qu1ty of thy servant.” That 15 exactly what he was

waiting for. Yes, nothing to justify. What can we say? No
words now. No Justlflcatlon, no excuses. God has found out

Eyaptually , v
our sin. -Chapter- 45t~thethoseph could not refraln himself £xmm

. _ s
AxkxmExthexn before all of-them that stood by them and he cried,
ﬁCause'every man to go out from me3~ d there stood no man with

h1m>wh11e Joseph made hlmself known to his bretheen. And he

£ ot

wept aloud." And Joseph untovﬁhem verse=3, ‘”Bre%heen I am

AR
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Joseph." Verse—44. they were troubled, of coursg, and Joseph
said unto them, Mensem4~as~hie~bre¢hpen, "Come near to me, I
pray youjj And they came naxa near. And he said, V'I am
Joseph, your brother whom YOU sold into Egypt.'" What a shatter-
ing experlencei There-theyfound" themselves-- standlng,/%s soon
as they made that realistic confession, he ﬁould not restrain
himself any.longer. He had to reveal himself. He wept aloudy
‘And he said, "Come near." _They were trembling and shuddering
as he said, "I am Joseph." \When Jesus says that to you, when
you have been living -that lie, when you have been playing wh
with sin, and He comes near and he says, "I am Jesus. X  You
thought you hated that man, but I am Jesus." Then you shrink
back in fear and terror and he says, "I am Jesus your brother.ib
You 504 d ,me inte-~Bgypt, but I am Jesus, your bpother. Come

g
) He%cémforted them‘ and he- even tried to excuse them G&i tf

near."
and.-he.said, "Don't you be angry with yourseilves th%: you feoded ¥
me’%ﬁGod sent me before you that I maypvﬁ9wvﬂv“(% .M ‘And,,ton;ght,
Jesus, I~aan-almest..see. Hlm standing by each one. of you and.

saying; 1ntroduc1ng himself and saying, "I am Jesus, your brother." ‘
You have been under conv1ctlon £Lese days. You have unnecesarily -
carried the kusm burden, you have evaded the truth, to the ex- '
treme of causing sorrow and bain and unnecessarfastrain to your
soul. "I am Jesus, yeur brother." IF you are prepared to

‘speak the truth tonight, andwgd and, evade 1t,(§race is waltlng

for you. AfAnd he comforted them and he wept over them and then

he kissed themband they’talked with him." Yesy. Ilm.sure-tenight
sqmewoﬁﬂyeumcanms;t An.your.. bedrooms, perhaps;in--the an&,
~talic-about-him. What a sweet conversation. The buﬁdfgweas

gone. Who took it? Joseph did. They did not forget i, but

Joseph took it away. He forgave them. Gone. ‘\\At the place

‘called Calvary, -¥You stand there. trembllng,~but &éu are one of

those who fuffer from QL'dA&ﬁW .,‘ Don't yeu fear, comg near

and to me, says Jesus. “'I have made a provision for you. Per-

-haps you thlnk.»o@mﬁ“ ¢ is too difficult. You/ think your s

Slan ' Moo hardest to deal with.. Well, don't yew try to .f{__*fg:‘:__‘“{
Jim, otherwise ﬁrﬁkills you. ‘Just take Wim to Jdsus Christ and
say, "I have nothing to plead, I am emp¥y handed, I am guilty."

And he will comfort Sgéh~man. MI am Jesus your brotheg whom you
sold—te ) |
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sold to Egypi for your ?M&Lﬁ‘. ‘But, I died for mm you. gl ooy
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