


THE RIGHT HANDED ·coo
Thou dost show �ie the path  of  life;  in thy  pres
ence  there  is  fulness of  joy,  in  thy  right  hand  are
pleasures  for  evermore. Psalm 16: 11

[God]  raised  [Chrl¼t] from the  dead a/id made  him
sit at 'his  right hand  ih the heavenly places. 

Ephesians  l :20 

Did you  know  that  God  is  right  handed? 

It is curious how we attach significance to 

whether people are ri�ht handed or left handed. 

Throughout  the  centuries,  right  handedness  and  left 

handedness have always carried a special sig

nificance. Right handed people were considered 

normal,  trustworthy,  and  even  gifted. 

Look what we have done with  the Latin  words 

that mean right and left. The Latin word dex.ter

means  right  and  the  Latin  word  sinister  means  left. 

In English  we  have  the  word dexterity which  means 

hcindy, capable, �nd physically quolifie·d. Sinister .,.  ◄ 
means . . . well, you . know what it means. We 

have  just  taken  the  word. over,  and  sinister  mearis 

sinis'ter-frightening, fearsome, $Cary, Pirdte cap-

tains  are sinister. So is the thief  who broke into 

my  house. 
So  there have  been a  number of irrational,  al

most superstition-like fears that have grown up 

around  the  idea  of  left handedness.  For  many years 

teachers  have  tried  to  niake  little  left  handed  boys 

and  girls  into  right  handers.  Often  they  have  suc

ceeded, but when they did, they failed. For left. 

handers  don't  become  right  handers  without  scars. 

Today,  most  teachers  accept  such  children  with  the 

understand:ng that there is not the  slightest tbing 

wrong with them-fortunately, for some people 

who  are  very  dear  to  me. 
Today we understand that there  is nothing par

ticularly significant about whether you are left 
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handed or right, handed. We even make special 
-tools for  left ha'nded people-like  golf  clubs. We
�now th

':'
t  .left hal')ded. people are just  as honest,

rust. as  gifted�  and  just ;CS  capable  as  right handers
:are. Arid that is that: We  .can forget about this
matter. �ell,  not  really,  because even though  we
know  this,  the  faq  is  that, the  matter  of  right  hand
edness  and  left  handedness  has  become  a  part  of
tl:ie past  that  cq,;itributes .to  the  way  we  think  and
feel , nowadays.

For  example,  the  Bible,  when  it  talks  about  God
talks about His right· hand and His left hand. I�
fact,  there  is  a  sense  in  which  we cannot  know  the
God  of  the  Bible  until  we  understand  that  He  is  a
ri�ht _ handed God. He  _does beautiful things with 
R1s right hand. His left hand is the hand which
points the way to hell. What He does with His
left-hand is  unpleasant  and  ugly.

. 
It's the same way with us. If you are right

ha�?ed a�d you  try  to  write with  your  left,  your
writing w.11 become a scrawl. The same with a
left  hander  who  tries  to  write  with  his  wrong  hand
The  Bibles  talks  about  God  that  way,  too.

_ 
Ps�lm 16 says,  "Thou  dost  show  me  the  path  of

l�fe; in  thy  presence  there  is  fulness  of  joy,  in  thy 
right  hand  are  pleasures  for  evermore"  (v. 11 ). But
look  at  what  the  Bible  says  about  God's  left  hand·
"[God) will  say  to those  at  his  left hand, 'Depart
from  me,  you  cursed,  into  the  eternal  fire  prepared
for  the  devil  and  his  angels;  .  .' "  (Matthew 25:41 ).

God _is  r_ight  handed.  You  know,  it  could  just  be 
that this simple fact could be the one fact that 
would  enable you  to understand God  better  than 
ev-er. 

Do you have a lot of  questions about God? I 
d?,  and  I  have  had  ·the  opportunity  of  reading  the 
Bible  a  great  deal  and  studying  it.  You  see,  even 
when one studies the Bible, he  stiil has questions 
about God. I think we all have questions about 
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God. And  I think,  too,  that  we  are  all  inter1:5ted 
in  finding  some  kind  of  answers  for  our  questions. 

We all feel His presence,  .to a certain extent, 
don't  we?  It  is  almost  as  if  there  is  a  sense  of His 
presence  in  the  air  or  as  if  we  can  feel  His  eyes 
on  the  back  of  our  head.  And  there  is  so mucl\ jn 
the  universe  that  is  evidence  that  there  must  be a 
God behind everything.  Mahalia Jackson sings, 
;,Every  time  I  hear  a  newborn baby  cry, I  believe." 
The starry  heavens  can  make  believers  out. of.  us. 
So can the  Grand  Canyon. And all. the intricate 
detail  of  the  Great  Barrier  Reef  can  make  believers 
out  of  ·us,  too. 

But how  should  we  think  about  Him? _How  can 
we? Have  you  ever had a  child question y_ou  about 
God? There are some of us,  as  you know,  w!'o 
have stopped going to church,  or we never did, 
and we  are  not  very  religious,  but  we  have  kept 
alive  within  our  children  a  belief  that there  is  a 
God. And sometimes children  can comer us  with 
their questions. Sometimes,  just b�f�re  they  go  to 
sleep at night and they are thinking about the 
mystery  of sleep  and  the  fact that  th7 lights  are 
going  out  and  ifs  dark  outside,  they  will  start  ask
ing  questions  that  baffle  and frustrate. 

"Is God really here in this room?" "Does He 
really hear my prayer?" '_'How can  God  b� he;�
and  where  grandma  lives, too-<1t  the  same  hme . 
"Why did God let me break my arm?" "Ho�
come  God  doesn't give  everybody  enough  to  eat? 
And on and on. You try  to  answer  . . . to say 
something,  but  finally  you  say,  "It's  lat�.  You  must 
get to  sl-eep."  And  you  leave  your  child  and  yo_u 
leave  the  questions  hanging  in  the  darkness  of  his 
bedroom And  when  you  close  the  door,  you  stop 
and ma�el that a child can have  questions like 
these the very same questions you have always 
had, 'but you have stopped  asking  th�m �eca�se 
you  hove become more impressed with inflation 
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and with sex than with God. But these are  your 
questions,  too. They  are  mine. 

God  comes  to  us and He invites us to think  about 
H:s  right  hand. Ifs  the  place  where  there  is  plea
sure for evermore, according to Psalm 16  in the 
Old T estoment.  And according  to  the  New  T esto
ment it is the place where Jesus  Christ  of Naza
reth went when He ascended into heaven. Ephe
sians 1 describes it this way: "[God] raised 
[Christ] from the dead  and made  him  sit at  his 
right hand  in  the  heavenly  places." Hebrews  1 in 
the  New  Testament  says,  "When  [Jesus]  had  mode 
purification  for  sins, he  sat  down  at  the  right  hand 
of the  Majesty  on high ... "  (v. 3). 

The fact that the Bible is willing  to talk to us 
about  God's  right  hand  con  be  very  helpful  for  us 
as  we  try  to  respond  to God  properly  and  know 
Hi;,. In the  first place,  and  very simply,  this  lan
guage is  ·an invitation to think about God  as  a 
real  being. 

Now, this seems obvious enough, I suppose-
that God is real. But we must admit that even 
though  this  may  be  true  we  hove  trouble  thinking 
about  God. In  one  of  his  books,  C.  S.  Lewis  talks 
about  the  way  he  thought  about  God as  a  child. 
He  had  been  deeply  impressed  with  the  fact  that 
God is a spiritual  being,  which He is. But  when 
Lewis  examined  the  contents  of  his  mind  when  he 
thought  about  God,  he  hod  to  admit  that  what  he 
visualized  was pretty much like a  big, formless blob 
of  tapioca  pudding. 

Th's  can  happen.  We  can  be  so  impressed  with 
God's spirituality that we soy to ourselves, "Of 
course  God  is  not  like  this,  and  He's  not  like  that, 
and  He's  not  like  that  either,"  and  finally  we  end 
up  with  a  great  big  vacuum  in  our  heads  when  we 
think  about  Him.  And  then  the  Bible comes  and  it 
tells  that God has  a right  hand and  He  is  right 
handed  and  it  jolts  us  back  to  reality.  God  is  not 
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just a  person  who  is  so  different  from  anything  we 
know  and  can  know  that  He might  just  as  well  not 
exist  as  far  as  we  are  concerned,  but  He  is  a  per
sonal  being  who  wants  us  to  think  about  His  right 
hand. 

Now,  it  is  true  of  course  that  language  like  this 
is figurative. God does not occupy space in the 
same  way  you  and I do, and  He  does  not  have 
a right  hand  or  left  hand  in  the  same  way  we do. 
But  this  God  invites  us,  when  we  think  of  Him,  to 
use  concepts  as  common  as  these.  There  is  some
thing  about  Him  that  can  be  properly described  as 
His right  hand. 

Maybe the reason we feel somewhat uneasy 
when we find the Bible applying such common 
physical terminology  to God is that  we  not  only 
think  of  God  as  a  spiritual  being,  but  we  think  of 
Him  as  a  spiritual  being  who is  totally uninterested 
in  material  real:ty.  Nothing  could  be  further  from 
the truth. God is a spiritual being, indeed, but 
He is  that  spiritual  being  who  did  not  rest  until  He 
had  created  a  material  universe  of  massive  dimen
sions and astonishing intricacy. And He crowned 
this great  creation  of His by creating  man,  in God's 
very image. The only true God who made the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  now  invites  you  and  me  to 
th'nk  of  Him  as real.  If you wish, He says,  you may 
think  of  me  as  a  being  with  a  right  hand  and  a 
left,  and  in  my  "right  hand  are  pleasures  for  ever
more." 

Don't you find  this  encouraging?  We  need  not 
have vague, meaningless, empty notions about God. 
And  when  our  children  ask  us  about  Him,  we  can 
say,  "O  son, it  is  impossible  to  visualize  God,  but 
He  is  real,  more  real  than  you  are  and  I  am,  and 
at His right hand there are pleasures for ever
more." 

But  the  Bible  helps  us  even  more  than  this.  And 
we need  more  help,  because it's good to  know  that 
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we  may  use  the  "right  hand"  idea  when  we  think 
of God, but it is still very difficult to apply  this 
idea  to  God.  The  Bible,  therefore,  focuses  our  vi
sion as  we look at God's  right  hand,  and  it ex
plains further that the right hand of God is the 
place  where  Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth  is  right  now. 

A few  moments  ago we  noticed  how  the Bible 
declares that when Jesus Christ ascended into 
heaven, He went to a certain place. Hebrews l 
says that after Jesus  had  completed the work of 
making  purification  for  sins, "He sat  down  at  the 
right  hand  of  the  Majesty  on  high."  A  fascinating 
episode  that  involves  the  first  martyr,  Stephen,  tells 
how  this  brave man,  just  before  he  died,  saw Jesus, 
at  the  right  hand  of  God  (Acts  7:56). 

With this, . the ideas we have about God and 
His  right  hand  start  taking  on  flesh and blood, very 
litera11y. For Jesus had flesh like ours, and this 
flesh  survived  the  grave  and was transported to the 
glorious presence of God Almighty. Heaven is  a 
real  place.  God  is  there.  And  Jesus,  God's  only be
gotten  Son,  is  there  on  God's  right  hand. 

Jesus  is the  link  between  us  and  God.  If  you  are 
puzzled  about God, you must  simply  direct  your at
tention to  the Lord Jesus Christ. He has said, "I 
am  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life; no one 
comes  to  the  Father,  but  by  me"  (John  14:6).  The 
Bible  also  says,  "[He]  who  abides  in  the  doctrine 
of  Christ  has  both  the  Father  and  the Son"  (II  John 
9). So  Jesus  is  the  person  who  was  here  among  us 
and  now  He  is  there  at  the  right  hand  of  God. 

This is very helpful for us as we try to  think 
about God meaningfully. Very specifically, this 
means that as a person learns more and more 
about Jesus Christ through regular, careful atten
tion to the Bible which tells about Jesus, he  will 
know  more  about  God.  As  a  person  knows  Christ 
better  and  better,  his  questions about  God  qre  not , 
really answered, but they become  somewhat  less 
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important. The  answers  we con  hove  about  God·s 
character, about  His  love,  and  about  His  interest  in 
us  revealed  in Jesus  become  so  morvelously  impres
sive that the questions that·  still trouble us begin 
to  fade  away. 

This  is  why  parents  who  know  Christ personally 
do  not  become  too  upset  when  their  children  ask 
them questions about  God  that  they  cannot answer. 
Such parents just  pray  that  as  their  children  grow 
older, they  will  learn  about  Jesus,  too, so  that  their 
questions will  be  token  core  of  by  their  knowledge 
of  Jesus. 

God is right handed, and as we look at His 
right  hand  we  ore  startled  to  observe  the person 
who was born on Christmas day, who died on 
Good  Friday,  and who  rose  again  from  the  grove 
on  resurrection  Sunday. 

It  is  good  to  find  someone  we  know  at  the  right 
hand  of  God. The  God  who  is  spiritual  is  so  kind 
to  us  that  He  invites  us  to  think  of  Him  as  if  He 
had  a  right  hand  and  then  He  places  on  His  right 
hand the person  who  is God  become  flesh. With · 
all  of  this,  we  must  be  impressed  with  God·s  real
ity  and  with  the  fact that  people  like  us  can  know 
something about Him. And as we look at Jesus 
on God's right hand, there is one message that 
comes  across  very  strongly. 

It  is  this:  Jesus  is  Lord.  The  right  hand  of  God  is 
the supremely exalted position in the universe. 
There  is no  authority  that  is  more  sweeping  than 
that  which  is exercised from  the  right  hand of glory 
in  the  throne  room  of  heaven. There  is  no  power 
more overwhelming  than that which originates in 
the place  where  once all creat;on was conceived 
and  expressed. As  Jesus'  gaze  falls  ·on  'Us  and  we 
behold Him  seated  in  this  exalted  place,  you  and 
I  are  required  to  submit  ourselves  to  Jesus  in  faith 
ond  obedience. 
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When  the Bible announces  that  God  hos  a  right 
hand  and  that  Jesus  is  there,  it  encourages  us  to 
think  rea_listicolly  about  God  and  about  Christ  His 
Son. But  that  is  not  all. All  this  must  lead  to  faith
ful  obedience  in  our  lives.  It  must  lead  to  worship. 
This worship must.  be expressed in the collective 
praise  and  ado,rotion  that  oq:urs  within  the fellow
ship of  believers,  and  it  must  also  be expressed  as 
we  earnestly  respond  to  the  will  of  Jesus  in  every
thing  we  do. 
. Our  individual  lives must become  more  and more 

Christian  as  we become  more  and  more  sensitive 
to  the will  of  Jesus. We  must  learn  to  pray  and 
to  read  His  holy  Word  and  we  must  learn  to  ex
amine our own  work  and  ploy  so that  we  make 
sure that they ore pleasing to Jesus. We must 
dedi�ote  our  thoughts,  our emotions, and  our  ac
tions  to  Jesus. 

Those  who  respond  to  the. Lordship  of  Jesus  will 
try  to  have  Christion  homes  where the family meets 
together in prayer and Scripture reading. Parents 
who  are responsive  to  the  rule  of  Jesus  will  also 
work hard  to  provide  their  children  with an  educa
tion  that  expresses  the  facts  that  God  created  the 
world,  that  man  is  the  image  bearer  of  God,  and 
that the Bible is our ultimate authority.  Further
more,  Christians  who  know  that  Jesus  is  sitting  at 
the  right  hand  of  God  try  to  influence  society  so 
that  Jesus'  commands  will  be  known  and acknowl
edged. 

"Oh,"  you  say,  "is all that  port  of  what  it means 
to  know  that  God  has  a  right  hand  and  Jesus  is 
there? Isn't that  getting  a little  fanatic about  re
ligion?  Schools  that  express  the Christian position 
-isn't  that  a  little  impractical  ...  and  even  a  bit
undemocratic? Family _prayers-we really don't
have time for· that anymore--what do you mean
by  that?  Is  all  this  really  involved?  And  trying  to 
influence society-is that appropriate  for  religious
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that  we are  being  sold· these  days,  but  the  deep 
abiding pleasure that  a  person  experiences  when 
he expresses the fulness of his personality as  an 
image  bearer  of  God. 

The  work of  God's  right h�nd, the work  He  does 
through Jesus, is marvelously wonderful. God is 
real. Jesus is real, and Jesus  must  be your Lord 
before  you  can  be  happy. 

Confess  that  without  Jesus  you  are  nothing.  Con
fess that He alone could pay  for your sin. Bow 
before His throne, and enjoy the pleasures that 
con  be  found  at  God"s  right  hand  for  evermore. 

The message  printed  in this  pamphlet  was  heard  over  the 
Back to  God  Hour, which is  broadcast every Sunday in 
co-operation with the Christian Reformed Churches of 
America, in Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, 
Tasmania and Western Australia, and by shortwave 
throughout the  world. 
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