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THE RIGHT HANDED "COO

Thou dost show @iethe path of life; inthy pres
ence there is fulnesk joy, in thy right hand are
pleasures for evermore. Psalm1611

[God] raised [Chrlvat] from the dead a/id made him
sit athis right hand ih the heavenly places.
Ephesians 1:20

Did you know that God is right handed?

It is curious how we attach significanceto
whetherpeople are ri@hthanded or left handed.
Throughout the centuries, right handedness and left
handednesshave always carried a special sig
nificance. Right handed people were considered
normal, trustworthy, and even gifted.

Look what we have done with theLatin words
that mean right and left. The Latin word dex.ter
means right and the Latin word sinister means left.
In English we have the waexiterity which means
hcindy,capable, @ndphysically quolifie-d.Sinister
means. . . well, you . knowwhat it means.We :
have just taken the word. over, and sinister mearis
siniger-frightening, fearsome,$Cary, Pirdte cap-
tains aresinister.So is the thief whobroke into
my house.

So therehave beena numberof irrational, al
most superstition-likéears that have grown up
around the idea of left handedness. For many years
teachers have tried to niake little left handed boys
and girls into right handers. Often they have suc
ceeded, but when they did, they failed. For left.
handers don't become right handers without scars.
Today, most teachers accept such childrer\ with the
understand:ndhat there is not the slightestbing
wrong with them-fortunately, for some people
who are very dear to me. _

Today we understandthat there isnothingpar
ticularly significant about whetheryou are left
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handed or right,handed. We even make special
toolsfor left ha'ndedpeople-like golf clubs We
@ow th t lefthal')ded. pedp are jug as honest,
rust. as gifted® and just .CS capable as right handers
:are. Arid that is that: We .canforge about this
matter.gell, not really, becausventhough we
know this, the faq is that, the matter of right hand
edness and left handedness has become a part of
tl:iepast that cq,;itributesthe way we think and
feel . nowadays.

For example, the Bible, when it talks about God
talks about His right handand His left hand. 19
fact, there is a sense in which we cannot know the
God of the Bible until we understand that He is a
right handed God. He doedeautifulthingswith
R1sright hand. His left hand is the hand which
points the way to hell. What He does with His
left-hand is unpleasant and ugly.

It's the same way with us. If you are right
hagged ag you try to writevith your left, your
writing w.11lbecomea scrawl. The same with a
left hander who tries to write with his wrong hand
The Bibles talks about God that way, too.

Ps@m 16 says, "Thou dost show me the path of
Ige; in thy presence there is fulness of joy, in thy
right hand are pleasures for evermord‘T.(B.ut
look at what the Bible says about God's left hand-
"[God) will say tothose at his lefiand, 'Depart
from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared
for the devil and his angels; . .'" (Ma2thdd ).

God is fght handed. You know, it could just be
that this simpe fact could be the one fact that
would enableyou tounderstandGod better than
ev-er.

Do you have a lot of questionsabout God? |
d,, and | have had ‘the opportunity of reading the
Bible a great deal and studying it. You see, even
when one studiesthe Bible, he stiilhas questions
about God. | think we all have questionsabout
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God. And |think, too, that we are allqifuter
in finding some kind of answers for our questions.

We all feel His presence, .@ certainextent,
don't we? It is almost as if there is a sense of Hi
presence in the air or as if we can feel His eyes
on the back of our head. And there is so mucl\jn
the universe that is evidence that thereamust be
God behind everything. Mahaligackson sings,
;,Every time | hear a newborn baby cry, | believe."
The starry heavens can make believers out. of. us. [Christ] from the dead andmade him s#t his
So can the Grand Canyon. Andll. theintricate righthand in the heavenly pladéstrews in
detail of the Great Barrier Reef can make believertc.ne New Testament says, "When [Jesus] had mode
out of -us, too. PP ; f :

Buthow .shotlld wakdhinkE R L ek oL an purification for sine sat down at the right hand

we? Have you ever had a child questiomlyout glAteQhBIEshyEg h.|gh .'('V' ??)'.
God? Thereare someof us, as yolknow, w!'o The fact that the Bibleis willing totalk to us

and with sex than with God. But theseare your
questions, too. They are mine.

God comes to us and He invites us to think about
H:s right hand. Ifs the place where there is plea
surefor evermoreaccordingto Psalm16 inthe
Old Testoment. Anaccording to the New T esto
mentit is the place whereJesus Christ dfaza
reth wentwhenHe ascendednto heaven. Ephe
sians 1 describesit this way: "[God] raised

have stoppedgoing to church, omwe neverdid, about God's right hand con be very helpful for us
and we are not very religious, but we have kept 35 We try to respondGud properly and know

alive within our children a belief tinate is a Hi;,. In the firsplace, and versimply, this lan

God. And sometimeshildren camomerus with guageis -aninvitationto thinkaboutGod as a

their questions. Sometimes, e they go to . real being. _

sleep at night and they are thinkingabout the # % Now, this seemsobviousenough,| suppose-

mystery ofleep and the fattat thylights are that God is real. But we mustadmitthateven
going out and ifs dark outside, they will start askhough this may be true we hove trouble thinking
ing questions that baffle and frustrate. about God. In one of his books, C. S. Lewis talks
about the way he thought abouta&ad child.
He had been deeply impressed with the fact that
God is a spiritual being, whigfe is. But when
‘Lewis examined the contents of his mind when he
thought about God, he hod to admit that what he
visualized was pretty much like a big, formless blob
of tapioca pudding.
Th's can happen. We can be so impressed with
God's spiritualitythat we soy to ourselves;Of
'Course God is not like this, and He's not like that,
P and He's not like that either," and finally we end
up with a great big vacuum in our heads when we

4 4 think about Him. And then the Bible comes and it
had,hbutygu have stopped asklné:)v%\ _fzﬂcat@e tells thatGod has aright handind He is right
el ey checamEMENe INPIESSEOVIE Yy ] handed and it jolts us back to reality. God is not
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"Is God really herein this room?" "Does He
really hear my prayer?"'_'Howcan God ghe
and where grandma lives, too-<1t the same hme
"Why did God let me break my arm?" "Hog,
come God doesn't give everybody enough to eat?
And on and on. You try to answer .. to say
something, but finally you say, ¢t¥olatmust
getto step." And you leave your child and yo
leave the questions hanging in the darkness of h
bedroomAnd when you close the door, you sto
and ma®@elthata child can have questiorike
these the very samequestionyou have always




justa person who is so different from anything wewe may use the "right hand" idea when we think
know and can know that He might just as well nobf God, but it is still very difficultto apply this

exist as far as we are concerned, but He is a peridea to God. The Bible, therefore, focuses our vi
sonal being who wants us to think about His rightsionas welook at God's right hand, andei

hand. plainsfurtherthat the right hand of God is the

Now, it is true of course that language like this place where Jesus Christ of Nazareth is right now.
is figurativeGod does not occupyspacein the A few moments agee noticed how tiBéble
same way you anddo, and He does not have declaresthat when Jesus Christ ascendedinto

a right hand or left hand in the same way we do. heavenHe wentto a certainplace.Hebrewsl

But this God invites us, when we think of Him, tosaysthat after)esus had completéde work of

use concepts as common as these. There is some making purification for slhg sat down at the
thing about Him that can be properly described asright hand of the Majesty on high." A fascinating

His right hand. episode that involves the first martyr, Stephen, tells
Maybe the reasonwe feel somewhatuneasy how thiS. brave man, just before he died, saw Jesus,

when we find the Bible applying suchcommon at the right hand of God (Acts 7:56).

physicalterminology tGod is that we not only With this . theideas we have about God and

think of God as a spiritual being, but we think of His right hand start taking on flesh and blood, very
Him as a spiritual being who is totally uninterested literallyfor Jesus had flesh like ours, and this
in material real:ty. Nothing could be further from flesh survived the grave and was transported to the
the truth.God is a spiritualbeing, indeed,but gloriouspresencef God AlmightyHeavenis a
He is that spiritual being who did not rest gn§l Hereal place. God is there. And Jesus, God's only be
had created a material universe of massive. dfmen gotten Son, is there on God's right hand.

sionsand astonishingntricacy And He crowned Jesus is the link between us and God. If you are
this great creation of His by creating man,sin Géd' puzzled about God, you must simply direct your at
very image.The only true God who madethe . tentionto thelord )esusChrist.He has said, "I

heavens and the earth, now invites you and me t@m the way, and the truth, and theolibee

th'nk of Him as real. If you wish, He says, you may comes to the Father, but by me" (John 14:6). The
think of me as a being with a right hand and a Bible also says, "[He] who abides in the doctrine
left, and in my "right hand are pleasures for ever Of Christ has both the Father and the Son" (Il John

more." 9) So Jesus isl the person who' was here among us
Don'tyou find this encouraging? We need not and now He is there at the right hand of God.
have vague, meaningless, empty notions about God. This is very helpfulfor us as we try to think

And when our children ask us about Him, we can about God meaningfullyVery specificallythis
say, "O sgnt is impossible to visualize God, but meansthatas a personlearnsmore and more
He is real, more real than you are and | am, andabout]esus Christthroughregular,carefulatten
at His right hand thereare pleasuredor ever tion to the Bible whichtells about)esus,he will
more." know more about God. As a person knows Christ
But the Bible helps us even more than this. Andbetter and better, his questions about God gre not
we need more help, because it's good to know that really answeredput they become somewhat less
6 7




important. The answers cor hove about God:-s When tha&ible announces that God hos a right
characterabout His love, and about His interest inhand and that Jesus is there, it encourages us to

us revealed in Jesus become so morvelously impreg‘i“k rea_listicolly about God and about Christ His

sive that the questionghat: stiliroubleus begin on But that is not all. All this must lead to faith
to fade away. ful obedience in our lives. It must lead to worship.

. . This worshipmust. bexpressedn the collective

This is why parents who know perssmally praise and ado,rotion that og:urs within the fellow
do not become too upset when their children ask ghinof pelievers, and it must also be expressed as
themguestions about God that they cannot answer. o earnestly respond to the will of Jesus in every
Suchparentgust pray that as their children grow thing we do.
older,_theyl il b ou e gl 100;:50 thatgHeely Our individual lives must become more and more
dieEanill Hbestoles naaicHojadsy/ At o wIgige Christian as wkecome more and more sensitive

of Jesus. . to thewill of Jesus. We must learn to pray and
_God is right handed,and as we look at His to read His holy Word and we must learn to ex
right hand we ore startled to observeerdon amineour own work and ploy shat we make

who was born on Christmagiay, who died on sure that they ore pleasingto Jesus. We must

Good Friday, and who rose again from the grove {edi€ote our thoughts,emwtionsand our ac

on resurrection Sunday. tions to Jesus.

It is good to find someone we know at the right Those who respond to the. Lordship of Jesus will
hand of God. The God who is spiritual is so kind try to have Christion homes where the family meets
to us that He invites us to think of Him as g4f He togetherin prayerand Scriptureeading.Parents
had a right hand and then He places on Hi{(rightwho areresponsive to the rule of Jesus will also
hand the person who iGod become flesWith - work hard to provide their children with an educa
all of this, we must be impressed with God-s real tion that expresses the facts that God created the
ity and with thetfdat people like us can kndw world, that man is the image bearer of God, and

something@bout Him. And as we look at Jesus that the Bible is our ultimateauthority. Further
on God's right hand, thereis one messagehat more, Christians ‘who know that Jesus is sitting at
comes across very strongly. the right hand of God try to influence society so

It is this: Jesus is Lord. The right hand of God ighat Jesus' commands will be known and acknowl
the supremelyexalted positionin the universe. ed,,ger?-,, e el
There imo authority that is more sweeping than Oh," you say, "is all that EO"E OdW ad It means
that which is exercised from the right hand of glory 0 know that God has a right hand and Jesus is
in the throne room of heaven. There is no power there?lsn'tthat getting é&ttle fanatiabout re
moreoverwhelming thdhat which originatesn ligion? Schools that expressCtivéstianposition
the place where onadl creat;orwas conceived -isn't that a I|ttIe.|mpract|caI ... and even a bit
and expressed. As Jesus' gaze falls -on 'Us and weundemocraticFamily prayers-we really don't

beholdHim seated in this exalted place, you and havetimefor thatanymore--whado you mean
| are required to submit ourselves to Jesus in faithPY that? Is all this really involved? And trying to
ond obedience. influencesociety-is thatappropriate for religious

38 9




people?Don'twe -try to. mainh:iin separation We must retethi€-Jesu@Su. Lord and Savior.
betweerchurchand state?Do youreallyman It is e@titely - I'b;i, fap@ple. tohear about
that Christianshouldget politicalabout their Jesus. and the'n - go: on with what they were doing.
faith?" - The Bible says that Jesus "camewto Hosne,

Yes.You see, thaible's declaratitmt God and his owrpeople received him Bot. to all

has a right hand and Jesus is 'there is not revealghoreceived him, who beliégvdds nameye

sothat it will become a curious religious truth thawve power to become children .of Gothn

people who are fascinated by religion will enjoyl:11, 12).

Itis revealed so that you and | will understand that Sd, you @ee, it is not enough simply to read -Ahot

Godis real and Jesusis real and Jesus is the Kiygu have just read, but you and | are required to

of creationThe primeministepf Canada,the respond in faith. Look at the person who is at the

president of the United States, and the prime nrighthandof God. Thigesuswho comes to us

ister of Australia, with all due respect to these meday as the sovereign ruler is the person who has

and others like them, do not exercise ultimate cgiven Himself in divine love on Calvary's cross so

trol overthe affairs of meiihe leaders of the that our sin could be taken away. He has endured

giant multi-nafonal corporaiensot in charge, the fury of hell so that the wrath of God which

either. The right hand of God is' the power centstiould have fallen upon us might be turned aside.

of the universe, and everything and everyone musiv salvation is possible for people like us. You
ultimately bow in obedience to Jesus who is thetee the one who comesistcand now asks for
Thosewho try to outrunjesusor ignoreHim our' faith arid 6bedience is the one who has scicri

or escape Him do not have a chance of succegdinficed. Himself totally for our salvation.

Jesus is the' great authority who rules 0V€;¥VGFYGod has a right hand. And Jesus is there. This

th:ng whether you or | like it ém toe. Old  F  jJesus, who occupies the great secit of power in the

TestamenBsalml 10declaredesus'sovereignty | ‘universdcisapproached you today as you have
when it said, "The Lord says to my lord: 'Sit atrawd this materMaybe it all seems harsh, and

right hand, till | makeyour enemiegc,urfoor even@nplecisafite don'tappreciatdeingap
stool' "(v.1). The book of Hebrews ilNewe proached by an esspon of authority. And Jesus
Testamerannouncethat God has said th:sto has authorityas no one else has. He will rule
Jesus His Son (I:13). 1.mtil all H:s enemies are subdued.

God is right handed, and at His right hand we Butlet'snot forgetvhatPsalml6 says about
see Jesus the Lord of a_Il. | wonder if you have @d's righhand:at theLord's right hatidere
ceivedjesus asgyourSaviorand Lord.We have are pleasures fevermorénd this is true, too.
talked about all the questions we have about God,God is right handed. This does not only mean that
and . thespiestionsre real and nagging.But He has a right hand, but it means that the work
now we see thatGod, who doesn'answer our of His right hanslglorious and satisfying and sav
questionpoint for point,does approach . s ing. The Jesus who summons you to believe, is the
termsthat we can understandie is willingto Jesus who was willing to give Himself totally for
speakto us aboutHis righthand,and thenHe yo-ussalvationAnd when you think about salva

shows us Jesus who is there. But we must respofign, think about pleasure, not the sensual pleasure
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that ware being sold- these days, but the deep
abidingpleasuréhat a person experiences when
he expressehe fulnesof his personalitygs an

image bearer of God

The work of God's right h@nd, the work He does
throughesus,is marvelouslwonderfulGod is
real.Jesusis real, and Jesus must by®urLord
before you can be happy.

Confess that without Jesus you are nothing. Con
fessthat He alonecouldpay foryoursin.Bow
beforeHis throne,and enjoythe pleasureshat
con be found at God"s right hand for evermore.

The message printed in this pamphlet was heard over the
Backto God Hourwhichis broadcaséverySundayin
co-operatiorwith the ChristianReformedChurchesof

America, in QueenslandNew South Wales,Victoria,
Tasmaniaand WesternAustralia, and by shortwave
throughout the world.

P.O. Box 15392
New Lynn

SUTHERLAND , N.S.W. 2232 AUCKLAND  N.Z.

P.0. BOX 108,
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