REPORT OF TiE WORKING COMMITTEE OF ASTAN CHURCH VIOMEN'S CONFTIRENCE

LD JANUERY 10 = 13, 1972,

Since it began 14 years ago the Asian Church VWomen's Conference has
had a Plaming Committee, each member country of the Asian Christian
Cohference (formerly E.A.C.C.) is entitled to 4 Planning Committee Member.
This committee normally met once betveen conferences, usually at the time
of the E.A.C.C. Assembly, Their responsibility was to plan the following
A.C.W,Conference and to distribute F.L.C. allocations,

In 1970 at the Lth A.C.VW.Conference in Indonesia, it vas decided to elect
from the Planning Committee 6 members from a panel of 10 names submitted by
a Nominating Committee, plus 3 elected fran the current Plamning Committee
from amons themselves. These 9 members comprise the Working Committec.

It vas this Committee that met in ilong Kong to work out policy, draft out
a new Constitution and Dy-lavs, mke allocations of F,L.C, funds for 1972 and
plan 197 assembly,

I. Shanti Solomon mve her first report as Executive Secretary, outlining
same of the difficulties she had experienced :

(1) Because the exact rature of the job of Executive Secretary had not been
worked out before her appointment she had to create her own role.

(2) A certain amount of confusion existed over the roles of the Executive
Secretary, Secretary of A.C.¥.C. and the Chairman of A.C.W.C.

(3) The difficulty of communication due partly to the fact +that Shanti was
moving closer to Delhi, also the unsettled political situation and
subsequent var, vhich caused delays etc. vith mail.

One of the first things to be done in Hong Kong vas the setting out of a
"Tob Description" for the 3 positions, these will be vwritten into the
By=laws,.

II. The Constitution and the By-Lavs vas another important item which took
considerable time. We will continue working on these by correspondence vwith
the Vhole Planning Committee.

It is hoped that a fiml draft will be ready to present t» the 5th Asian
Conference when it meets in 1974

IIT. The invitation from Australia +o hold the 5th Assembly vas sent 4o all
P.C.members before the Working Committee met. Most countries vere in favour
of accepting, although one country felt it vas too far. However, when the
Treasurer began to approximate the cost it vas obvious that it was not
realistic to use F.L.C.money to the extent of #115,000.00vhen the Budpet for
A.C.W.C. is ¥20,000.00, The fares for delegates and fratermal delegates
alone vould have cost more than g20,000.00.

Threce altermatives are now being investigated - Taivan, Korea or India.
The date of the Conference has not been chosen as the climate of the chosen
country will have a bearing on the most suitable months, as well as vacation
Periods for Universities etc. for accomoda tione
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The Theme chosen is "Go and do thou likewdise". Luke 10:v.37.

It vas decided to ask each country to increase its delegates contribution
to F175 instead of F150.

Iv,. Allccations for 1972 vere made and g1,000.00 vas granted for the
Institution of Aboriginal Affairs at Alice Springs, as submitted by A.C.W.
Over #60,000.00 was allocated, a couple of requests were held over pending
further information.

V. It was decided that Shanti Solomon should spend part of her time
travelling to promote the F.L.C., that a bulletin be issued quarterly
containing informtion and news.

That the !Circle of Pinyer' be prepared to cover the next 2 years, and
in future it be enlarged to cover L years, from one assembly to the nexte

VI. That the first promotiomal visit of Shanti Solomon to be Australia and
New Zealand during late September or October 1972.

(After conversation with members of the United Church in Port Moresby on
the vay home, an invitation from Papua will most likely be issued to Shanti
to include this countiy also.)

VII. Articles are required by April 30th for Asian Focus, one whole issue is
to be given over to Women's work. We are invited to send 2,500 = L4.,000 words
on t'omen's activities in the Church, Home and Society, Men and Women in the
Church, Ecumenical Work being done, etc. etc.

I have covered the most important items on the agendn, which vas very
long, It vas entirely due to our efficient Chairman that we actually
completed all the buginess set dovn for four working days. Once again it
vas a pleasure to share in the very real love and fellouship with women from
eight different countries bound together in the knowledge that we are all
one in Christ.

Olga Badger.



ASIAN CHURCH WOMEN’S CONFERENCE
( In Association with the Asian Christian Conference )
E.CHATR AN :

From : ACWC Executive Secretary
VICE-CHAIRM.
Mes. Ang Kim K
Ang lat

Promoter of Fellowship of
the Least Coin
RECORDIND SECRETARY :
Mrs. K. Davies

C/O St. Stephen’s Home

4 Rajpur Road
Delhi-110006
B e 27, 1774
Y,
Ly ’ :
?W . 2 /Jr?l/‘/ﬂf/

3 & (DD arion M
M&iw/fj;;v, S A 5038

lonr Foesd il ¢ féﬂ/z_ o, ik
%w% Db O, 4 SBailey , A2 [

,-p;/\/ A ’744/61_21'/

of Ao e v Commi?
/% Zlce O %%m]/i/////« /M"'”ﬁﬁ‘”t./’w
DYt i PArriibo %Q;z%,ww/wfy
Sb= 2%, 1974 e oresmtsd /‘/' e Rewe,
Fj Levrre sostllbo, treafo A %f4W Her
?t-%ﬂf«;/ e %;,5,: Foxs R H e B At
f)/fwﬁ A ¢

o Sithe K Mzzgw ik ol

7L
7/11’/54.’ //—/ZL 0 e ﬁé&aam;f Aol é
g nery Tl ﬁkacf“ o A e Brme Planmm

i 0
ﬁé%w/rn(/'m et athrd Zg 7%@ ﬁu;{l}:ﬂ//(_ﬁ/t/u’
Clusele lbmpns Tl

Vﬁz»vzvé f Lot 14':[7 a /227
sl ‘@87%%/ e Nelobocae Y Sdans ey
% LB /5 92&%&«7 1974 '/4/7/ i sl

Wzg

7o i Tt g g



”vmm Toeey s

26%h Februamy, 1974.

Lyse Shenti Solomon,
AsCeWeCs Exocutive Secretary,
C/= St. Stephen's Home

4 Bajpur Doad,

DL

Dear Lz, Solouon,

Thank you sincerely for your letter of greeting sent
to our President, Lr:, Joy Smith, before our National Coumittoo liecting.
It is cood to know that others hold us in their prayers as we seck %o
plan for futurve service in His name, The weok was a busy one aund I am
pure wo wore ell very sware of our need "to love one another" as ve
wught to chare owr jovs end frustraticns,

During the meeting, lize, Prances Downes, 7el.C.
Convenor in Victoria, presented am articlo which hed appearcd in
tho Helbourme "Age” on 24th January, 1974, A copy of this, togeiher
with her reply is enclosed for your informmation.and any action you may
consider necessary.

With Christian greetings,

Yours sincerely,

(Mrs. J. B. Murchland,
Secretary, Working Committee, A.C.W.)

* As we were somewhat concerned about it,

COPY TO MRS. DOWNES



EXTRACT FROM MELBOURNE "AGE™, 24.1.74.

Women urged to set

up emergency funds

WORLD-WIDE
appeal for women to
give the smallest coin in
their currency to help set
up depots in potential
disaster areas was sug-
gesed by Mrs. Sybil
Cookson in Melbourne
yesterday.
Mrs. Cookson, an immedi-

ate past chairman of the
British section of the
Women's International

League for Peace and Free-

dom, is visiting Australia
for the first time.

She is a consultant on
the WILPF executive.

The league has consulta-
tive status with the United
Nations.

The United Nations theme
for 1975 will be “women.”
Mrs. Cookson’s idea is that
the coin scheme would in-
volve women throughout
the world in emergency and
relief work.

In spite of the “women

only” style of title, the
league has male members.
The name remains for spec-
ijal reasons, Mrs. Cookson
said-

“In countries like Leban=
on and sections of India
where women have not got
their full rights, an organi-
sation exclusively for the
benefit of women is still
needed.”

The league’s main aims
are universal disarmament,
peaceful settlement of dis-
putes and the prevention of

war.

«War is lunacy. The
money spent on arms could
be spent on construction”,
she said.

In its campaign against
war, WILPF is supporting
International Red Cross for
humanatarian law in armed
conflict.

This includes the banning
of nuclear weapons, napalm
and chemical and biological
warfare.

WILPF is also concerned
with the law of the sea
and the preservation of the
resources of the ocean bed
for the heritage of man-
kind.

As a member of the Inter-
national Planned Parent-
hood  Federation, Mrs.
Cookson recently attended
its international conference
representing the executive
of WILPF.

She said there was “a
crying need for information
and facilities on family
planning which must go
hand in hand with social
and economic welfare.”

Mrs. Cookson has repre-’
sented WILPF on the UNA
Women’s Advisory Council
and is now a member of
its planning committee for
population. She also belongs
to the UNA national dis-
armament committee and
Amnesty International.

By CAROLINE SWAN.




Reply, 2.2.74.

TH’E suggestion by Mrs.
Sybil  Cookson  that
women all over the world
help themselves by raising
money through a contribu-
tion of the smallest coin in
their currency  (Accent,
24/1) has had a forerunner
in the Fellowship of the
Least Coin.

Mrs. Cookson, an imme-
diate past chairman of the
British section of the
‘Womaen’s International
L e for Peace and
F om, is visiting Austra-
lia. i

e Fellowship of thes
Least Coin for Christian
Women was the brainchild
‘of Mrs. Shanti Solomon, of
India, and was started in
1956.

The convener for Victoria

(Mrs. Frances Downes) says:
“From the often despised
‘least ‘coin’ re than $1;
million has n raised in

?more than 5OZ:ountries o

" help in pro
world.” & jects aroumLﬂie J



33 Wilson !«..
SLENELG EAST,  Selis 5045

26th February, 1974.

Rev, Brian Walsh,
Secretary,

World Christian Action,
100 Flinders Street,

LELBOURNE, _ VIC, 3000

Dear ilir, Walsh,

Following the decision of the 1973 National Committee
leeting to give 507 of their 1973 World Community Day offerings to
World Christian Action's "Women of Bangladesh Appeal®, it gives me
pleasure now to forward a cheque for $772.60 to aid this project.

Yours sincerely,

(m. Je Be wm’
Secretary, Working Committee, A«CeWe)



33 wilson ‘loo..

26th Pebruaxy, 1974.

The Principal,

Pacific Theological College,
P.0, Box 388,
uve, FilL slandg.

Dear lir. Quigley,

Purther to our letter of 21st June, 1973 stating
that 507 of the World Community Day offering would be donated to the
training of & woman student from the Gilbert Islands at the Pacific
Theological College, I now have pleasure in enclosing cheque for
$AT45.,00 to be used for this purposs.

With Christian greetings,
Yours sincerely,

(Mrse Jo Be Murehland,
Secretary, Working Committee, A.C.V.)



Hise Le Bﬂd.gor.
50 Spping Ave.,

ERPING »_ 8 i

Doar Mrs, Badger,

33 Wilson Tee.,
SLENELG EAST. . Sehe 5045

12th Earch, 1974,

At the recent National Committse leoting held in
Adelaide, the following minute was recordsd -

"That the Kational Committee of A.C.¥, meeting in Adelaide,
South Australia, 12th-15th February, 1974, recoguises the
splendid manner in which lrs. Clga Badger has discharged
her responsibilities as representative of A.C.%. to the
Asian Chureh Women's Conference amd the valusble contribu-
tion she has made as & meuber of the Working Coumitice of
that Conference 1966-1574. This National Coumittee records
its deep appreciation of her loving service."

Please accept our sincere appreciation of all you

have done,

With warm Christian greetings,

Sincerely,
(lirsy J. B. Kurchland, Seeretary)
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33 Wilson Toe.,

ST

9th April, 1974.

Ers, He As Dowmes,
1 Sherwood Read,
L 4 s YIC, 31

Dear Mrs. Downes,

i had a letter this week from iirs. Shanti Solomon, who,
like you, is most concerned about lirs, Cookson's idea. She is planning
to circulate thls news in her mext Bulletin, but is also keen to contact
lirs. Cookson pursonally. Would you be able to obtain Mrs. Cookson's
address please¢, and let me have it as socoun as possidle.

Yours sincerely,

(Mrs. Je Be durchland,
Secretary, Working Coumititee, A.C.7.)
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33 Wilson Tce.,
GLENELG EAST S

22nd April, 1974

¥rs, Shanti Solomon,
St. Stephen's lome,
4 Rajpur Road,
DELHI. 11000¢
India.

Dear lirs, Solomon,

Phenk you for your letter of 21st larch with news of
the action you intend teking in regrrd to krs. Cookson's suggesiion.
It will certcinly be a pity if women become confused about the two
different ideas.

1 have been in touch with lrs, Downes and the following
is lirs, Cookson's addresas-

Mrs. Sybil Cookson,
Trelawny's Cottage,
Sompting,

Suseex, B.le1515=«0Aa
Englmdu

To date, we have nheard no further meniion of her idea here, but we will
certainly advise you if the matter comes up again,

YTours sincerely,

(MSQ Je 3. Iﬁurchland,
Secreiury, Working Coumitiee, 4.C.W.)



THE PACIFIC THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE

Vuya*Road, Veiuto, P.O. Box 388,
Suva, Fiji Islands

Tel : 311 100

311 331

Student : 311 902

13th May, 1974,

Mrs. J.B. Murchland,

Secretary,

Working €ommittee of Australian Church Women,
33 Wilson Tce,

Glenelg Fast, S.A. 5045,

AUSTRALIA,

Dear Mrs. Murchland,

Thankyou very much for your letter of 26th February, 1974
regarding the money given by Australian Church Women for the support of
Miss Maanana Ioteba, a student here for the Diploma in Religious
Education from the Gilbert Islands Protestant Church. (W¥or some reason
your letter did not reach here until April.,) I enclose the Bursar's
receipt. This is a most generous gift from the Australian Church
Yomen, and the College, Maanana and the Gilbert Islands Church are most
grateful. This is a real investment in people. Miss Ioteba is doing
very good work, and will I am sure be a real asset to her Church and
people. Such a trained person can do a great deal for the life of the
Church - especially when she is also possesses considerable personal
gifts, as Maananadies. She is a person with a great sense of fun, with
a very pleasant manner, and a capacity for independent thinking. She
is engaged here in quite a wide - ranging field prograﬁme, as well as
an academic course; one of ,the advantages of having the PTC in Suva is
that there is a wide range{situatlons which students can study and
explore, and a variety of programmes in which they can participate.
Some of her course work has been taken at the University of the South
Pacific, and some at a nearby Roman Catholic Teachers' College. e are
confident that she will return to the Gilberts well equipped for her
work there and we are so grateful to A.C.,%W. for helping to make this
possible.

With every good wish,

Yours sincerely,

PRINCIPAL
fnels
AE?rd:
V4 cece to the Rev. Koae Taburimae,
e . Secretary,
7;:7 Gilbert Islands Protestant Church.
/0 #

Rervived from H
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New South Vales Vomen's Inter-Church Souncil

i

(State Unit of Australian Church Women)

Tel. 328.7119. 33 Macquarie Towers,
250 Jersey Road,
Woollahra. NSW 2025.

18th July,1974.

The President,
Australian Church Women,
360 Marion RQ,,
Plympton, S.A. 5038.

Dear Mrs. Smith,
RE: "AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN" - Brochure.

At the lest meeting of our Executive Committee, we looked carefully at the
sample draft submitted for our consideration, and I am asked to acquaint you
with our thinking on this matter.

The first impression was that the publication appeared dull, and we hope that,
if, as we assume, it is to be a duplicated publication, you cen arrange to use
a coloured paper- light blue wikhk perhaps bronze blue ink would be attractive.
The use of the symbols adds interest.

The 'set up' is somewhat cremped, we feel- due, of course, to your desire to

get it all on two sides of a foolscap sheet. We wonder whether a little more might
be placed on the finel page- perhaps the par re the Memorial Bursary Fund, thus
enabling the inner 'spread' to be spaced rather more generously.

In the section headed "Projects" (a) W.K.S.- par.2- we suggest that "the Pagifio"
might be omitted, since Papua New Guinea is in the Pacific erea-- so that this
part might read-"scholarship holders have come from Indonesia, Papua New Guinea,
Fiji, British Solomon Islends, Ipdia and Africa (Zambia)."

We will not place a definite order just at present, but should like to know
whether the brochures are to be provided free of charge , if not, what the price
will be, and how soon we might expect to be able to obtain them,

You may be interested to read the enclosed newspaper cutting concerning the
appointment of a Sydney woman to act as Administrator with the Gordon Barclay
Vietnam Fund. The local Committee of this Fund were delighted when they received
news that the P,L.C. grant hadleen received- g 1500 (US).

I am wondering whether you have received copies of the F.L.C. Quarterly News
Bulletins yet; these were, I think, to be sent to the State Units. A friend
who had one, received from another source, lent it to me, and I found it most
interesting and informative.
With kind regerds,
Yours sincerely, A /. M Mo fr? .
PROJECTS INCLUDE - "W¥XBALEMA! GIRLS HOSTEL, 'éLlL'é'vf;H'i}!t()F TISE “ééﬂ"bgl{i;(
WINIFRED KIEK SCHOLARSHIP '["}\ 7 /
Rt AN



33 Wilson Tee.,

101 September, 1974

¥diss D, Mitchell,
33 Hacquarie Towers,
250 Jersey Road,
HOOLLAHRA S ¥

Dear Hiss Mitchell,

I was going through correspondence to-day when I
realised that I hed not askei Joy %o mention the matter of Quarterly
News Lulletine when sho was in Sydney. We wers very interesiod o heex
that you have Peen a recent onme, Alder Hall has never reccived ons. The
only one we have seen was received by Pram, Bailey last yeer and was used
as a basis for the "Prayer in Action" bulletins., Fraan, has only received
the one issue, I have written to ¥rs, Solomon to see if this sam be
rectified, s0 hope 1t may not be too loug befor: we can mske the informae
tion frow thew aveilable to the States,

With kind regards,

Yours sincevely,

(¥rs. J. B. kurehland,
Seeretary, Working Counitiee, Al.C.W,)



AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN
33 Nilson Tee.,

¥rs, Shanti Solomon,
St. Stephen's Home,
4 Rajpur Road,
Delhi, 110000
INDIA.

Dear lirs. Solomen,

At a Working Commitiee Meeting some months ago, we received
news that Quarterly News Bulletins en the work of Fellowship of the Least Coin
were going to be issued., Shortly afterwards, Nrs. Fran Bailey reporied that she
had received one and we were most interested to read it.

At our National Commitiee Meeting in Pebmmary, at the request
of delegates from various States, it was resolved that as copies of the Bulletin
came %o hand, information from them should be sent to each State to be used to
keecp members imfermed of the work of F.L.C.

Heither krs. Bailey ner our National Convenor of Fel.C. (lrs.
Alder Hell) has received a copy simce then., (ictually, Mrs. Hell has not received
any copies since the scheme was initiated.) Could you please advise if, in fact,

these Bulletins are still being issued and whether it would be possible to have
lirs, Hall's name included om the mailing list if they are.

With kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,

(Mrs, Je B. Murchland,
Seeretary, Working Committee, A«CoW.)






ASIAN CHURCH WOMEN'S CONFERENCE

( In association with the East Asia Christian Conference )

CHAIRMAN :
Mrs, Esther T. Bauti g H O i
; :?"F'.'; zd%.s‘]:;b .n;;, ’ From : Lxecu;nrx;g Secretary
ilippines 5
SECRETARY : e T lowliin ol
:1»-. K:thl\:lon Davies e
Avonsids Vicarage m‘ﬁﬁm
New Zealand QLR HIK
TREASURER : Rxibis
Miss Roselind Gurubatham
";l‘o I‘,'g :Py(: PK“‘I“”{ G-’rdun .
talin v Kuala Lumpur £y
Malaysia. ut. Ste wirien 's lome

4 Ra jpur Road
Delhi - 1100b4
India,.

12th Novembar, 74
rs. Rachel Horn Coecks
53 Forest Road
lest Hobart
Tasmania 7000
Australis.

Degr Rachel,
Congra tula tions for Lelng elected as o Member of the

Comnittee of Natiorml ‘Represertatives, I am looking forward to
work wi th vom Aamdne theo @ ursiniuwne  Togecher we shall try to
inform, inspire und involve the Asian Christian women in service
for mndkind and thug glorify His blessed nane.

A copy of the Assembly statement is cnclosed hiere with
for your inform.tion snd sction, This Statement is owr mandate
for this quadrennium and will greatly appreciate a progress roport
from your country,

I am elso depending on you for the promotion of the Felliow-
shlp of ihe Leasgt Coln in jour own country, iindly supply this ofiicc
with the anmial rsiport of this movement,

We are Plamiing a Semlinar on Family Iife sducation frow
[ April 2125, 1975 at ronung ia inlaysiae I wish %m we could invite
gll of you, but the 11 1 limitetions compel us to mve 15 women
onlye Cmid you please sond the ngme and addvess of e person from
your country, whe will rdally do somobhing on her retwrn to help the
Christian Home movement, Supplement the hame with a brief profile of
the person you select,

Wth wmorm greetings,
sAncerely yours,
e WD

~ ‘oaz\ For ciantl solomon
' i Exe Seorelory, AC:Ce



33 wllson Tce., .
GLgiiabG il e e BOLS

2&th llove.ber, 1974
irs. e Bailey,
3 leaview oad,
LYLWC) . eiie 5062 .

Deir Fran,

iembers of the .Joriin - Coimittee werc deli htod
of your clection to the o rice of Vice~Chuiruan of the lsiin U
dome V3 Lonfer ic: and take thi. op ortunity to ofer our co:-

to 1.am

lotions,

) ~€ Know you brin. much un.er-tanaing and senoiticity
to this o “ice and we would a.cure you that our thoughts and pu yer. .re
with you throu hout your ter: of o ice.

With kince t thoughts,

Yours ci:cerely,

(irs. Jo e jurchluwnd,
secrutary, Woridns Co




ASIAN CHURCH WOMEN’S CONFERENCE

( In Association with the Christian Conference of Asia’)
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FELLOWSHIP OF THE LEAST COIN

Quarterly
News Bulletin

Issued from ACWC Executive Secretarys Office
C/o St. Stephen’s Home

4 Rajpur Road

Delhi-110006.

4th Quarter, 1974

Devotion: PRINCE___OF  PEACE

We live teday in a very threatening world. All around
us there are outbreaks of violence: on the international level
in our cities and villages and in many homes. We do not se-w
to have within ourselves the sufficient resources of wisdom =r2
power to make pease and to prevent outbreaks of violence. Our
world-problems seem too complex and our various interests and
insights differ toe much. How then to direct our actions:
where is our hope for our future?

Already ages ago the Isrealites believed in a messianic
promise, the coming of one who would bring peace. Thsy passed
it on from one generation to the other and Isaiah expressed it
clearly in 9: 2-7. BEach year with Christmas we celebrate this
great fact of all ages; "Christ the Messiah has come to us".
And with the celebration ef Easter, Christianity witness:
"Through him all things will be reconciled".

But peace in Christ is not a static situatien, some thi-
people enjoy who live in msterial welfare, safely protected fro
trouble by well organized power structursas. No, Christ's peacse
includes a calling to share in the work of the Holy Spirit for
the promotion ~f love and justice in every corner of the earsh.
In Christ, lovs, peaoce and justice come together. In him
"righteousness and peace have kissed ea¢h other", as the Psalmi:
says $0 beautifully (85:13). Christ's peace may even ask sacri
fices. "I have not eome to send peace but a sword,™ are Jasu:'
words in Matthew. We are warned not to follow an easy path
(matthew 4:8-10).

o+

- Cox van Heemstra
The Netherlands.

- The Fifth Assembly of the Asian Chruch Women's Con-
- ference was held in Bangkok; October 18-24, 1974. In view that
: 1975 is an International Women's Year and the United Nation's
Commission on the Status of Women have declared that the central
theme of the year to be "Ecuality, Development and Peace".
Therefore, we Assian Church Women have expressed our determinasb
‘tion te promote the fellewship of the Least Coin extensively in
our countries. The prayer of reconciliation, offered sincerely
fer murselves and fer others, can do wonders in creating an
.understanding for each other and can be the basic step to under-
- stand the true christian meaning of reconciliation whieh the
Prince ef Peace is ready to give to each one. Next year let us
all try to promote this Ecumenical movement as an effort to
promote Peace.

: Last year Mrs. Sybil Kookson appealed to Australian
women to promote this movement as an effert to promote Peace
and Freedom. Mrs. Kookson is an immediate past chair person of
the British section of the Women's International League fer

o contd.....2/~
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-Peace and Freedom. She was visiting Australia in the beginning

~ of this year. Since then I have had a chance of meeting her and
1 also agree with her that the Fellowship of the Least Coin can
be a basic Christian Act to gain love and understanding for each
other and will give inner peace to those, who sincerely ask fer
it.

This News Bulletin was started to promote the F.L.C.
movement, and to share the news with the members. -We are pleased
to reporte that this year the amount of the 'Gifts of Love™ has
increased which means that the membership has also increased.

. Miss M.P.Pringle, Hon. Treasurer of National Women's
- Council in Scotland sent the 'Gift of Love' contribution from
27 districts and the amount has increased by 100%.

. Mrs. Leita Fendall, National Secretary for promoting
F.L.Cs in New Zealand 1971-73, reported, "The Fellowship oon-
tinues tm» grow steadily. There has been an up-surge e¢f interest
since Shanti Solomon's visit to our country, especially in and
around Auckland where the local Secretary is a very keen promo-
ter ef -this movement. Every member off the NCC Women's €ommittee
in New Zealand brings it to the notice of women whenever they _
address women's groups - no matter what they are apeaking on !!!

e membership has increased: This yetr's donation sent to
Geneva was about 14 times the amount sent last year".

In Sri Lanka Mrs. Abeynaike, the president of National
Ecumenical Committee of women has devoted mast of her .time to
the promotion.of the Fellowship.

Projects: Koinonia, Americus, Georgia, U.S.4.

) Mrs. Flcrence Jordan, one of the staff for Koineinia
projects writes: "The generous gift from the Fellswship eof #he
Leasts Coin means such to us both for %its usefulness and as the
giftrof love it represents. I had not heard much about this
movement and an intrigued by the idea. Those, who hgve-little,
often feel trat their little i5 worthless. They feel #1at sheir
own need deptrived them of the joy of giying. Your idea wgs
certainly a blessed inspiration.m ’

*

National Farm Worker's Ministry: California, U.S.A.*

It was mostféppreciative to again receive a grant from
the Fe}lowshlp of the Least Coin. My work is to organize Church
women 1in support of the Farm Workers here in the U.S.A.

j Agbayahi Retirement Village is a fruit A~f union contraets
and the "Gifts; of Love". Agbayani Retirément Village is a monu-
ment to Paulop Agbayani. And this summer it will beeome.a home
for up to 79 farm workers who are too old to do farm labour.

Of the firstaﬁorkers moving ,in most will be Filipine
mel.. These men came to thé United States #n the 1920Is and '30s,
thinking they could find goed. employment and apportunity. Mdny
of them came to the state of California, young and single.
Here they found laws forbidding them from marrying American ‘e
women, #nd laws prohibiting them from becoming citizens and from
owning land. After World War II those laws were ruled uneonsti-
tutional, but by then many of the men were old. °

i SR . contd....3/-
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Agbayani Village is a reminder to us of the questicn.
"What happens to farm workers when they are too old t» su ~"rt
themselves?" After they have spent their lives tending a::
harvesting the nation's food, don't they deserve a place tc
live in dignity and with some security? It is pitiful thst
only .79 can live in the Village. Wg need hundreds of Viliszes.
But who will build them?

R )

., The money for building materials for Agbayanl Village
came .from the first esntracts that the United Farm Workers

,Unlon madé with. grape growers. In those eoritracts was stipu-

lation that for every box of grapes packed the grower w&ald
pay 2¢. When those contractexpired in the spring and summer
af 1973, the growers decided. to switch to the giant Teamsters
Union in an effort to defeat Cesar Chavez and the United

Farm Workers. There is no mere money now to build other Vil-
lage was donated. The United Farm Workers must regain their
contracts if services for and by farm workers are going to

be extended across the country

'
'
¢ e

&

» | Pat Hoffman ~

ational Farm Worker
Ministry.
% N

Becumenical Council of Women, Kerala, India.

Mrs K.K.Geroge, ~the Secretary of Ecumenical Ceuncil
of Women in Kerala, India was greatfpl fer a small grant of
US § 200, which enabled her to bring 70 Christian women,
belonging to different denominations, together to discuss the
Status «f women in India and their role in the Church. The
meetings were a source of great inspiration, information =nd
Christian fellowship. It has also given a food for thougnht.
They are still seeking ways of more effective witness in
society. » N

g _ &
The Girls' Brigade Pacific Fellrwship:
8 ™
"You will be delighted to hear that over training
programme in Papua New Guinea is progressing very well.

Miss Susana Karava,,whose home is in Kerema, Papua
has been travelling constan%ly sinez Mareh-of this year, ecen-
ducting training glasses throughout #ie Western Distriets of
New Guinea, including Mamms, Madang, throughout the 3 pik
area, Balimo and Baiiyer River. She writed of great interest
by the women and girls in Girls' Brigade since it gives them
an opportunity of learning skills ef use to them in their
village 1life, and stimulates them in their knowledge of the
Lord Jesus and promotes a désire te live a more full Chris-
tian life. Susanna will be back in Port Meresby in Augmst
for trajning courses there, and all who have partieipated
have expressed their thanks for the fact that she has been
enaabled to do this.

g
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Miss Bmily 3aerson has continued in her area of the
Bougeinville districts where she is responsible. through the

.. Christian Education Department of the United Church to work

and oversee women's work and Girls' Brigade. The same applies
to our third Training Officer, Miss Linda Edoni whose area
embraces the Papuan Islands.

o ) .
These three local young women are doing a really fine
Christian service fer their Lord.

; in January we have planned a Penomarae (ér Camp)
‘whieh is to he held at Kabakada near Rabaul in New Britain ana
all three ﬁ?alnlng officers will be holding responsible posi-
tions in the camp programme. - It is hoped that 40-60 girls will
be able to attend from all. partb of Papua New Guined, pegether
with 19 from Australia, . from New -Zealand, 2 from the New

- Hebrides and 2 from the golomon Islands .. The theme, is to be

"The Power of the Holy Spirit" and I am sure 1t will be g most
j¢yous and blessed time.

Mrs. De Carrick.

Congregatinn CnmmiJment to Reading: Madras, India..

. I am very glad to inform you g#hat there has been wel-
coming signs :f interest and commitment for the above preject
The Working Committee of the Syond of the Church of South Indi
endorsed this projeet and comiended it for implementation t
all the Churches of the C.3.I.. s <
-3 ,

¥ =
2

Seconﬂly, THE GUARDIAN has highly commended this project.

Thirdly, #he Literature Development Bgard of the
National Christian Council has decided to observe one Sunday
as Literature Sunday in the Churches of India. The theme for
.this Literature Sunday has been decided upon as "Congregatlonal
Commitment to Reading".

) Already there are small small discussion grounds spring-
ing up in congregations so #hat eongregations may get-committed
to reading and diseussion.

We have alse published varieus booklets and*books
which will lend themselves for promoting this project.

I takee this ~mpportunity to bid you goodbye and also
thank you for theegran® .fsom the Fellowship »f the Least Coin.
" am sure that this project will bzar much fruit and all the
Managerial @taff of the CLS have deeided tn promote this pro-
ject vigoureusly.
e}

"Niji-no-Te" Rairbow Haven. -

e

We wash to thank you very much fer your-kind gifts of

L=

<U8 V,Q 000:00 from the Fellowship of the Least Coin Funds.

Here is a progress report of the Residence Home for Retiring
wWomen Pastors and Christian Workers with a pig¢ture of it.

We named it "Niji-no-IE" (Rainbow Haven). The one-
story house seen farther end is the Residence Home quarter,
and the-building thhs side is the se+called public quarters
where there are halls fer services and meetings, dlnlngroom,
kitchen, bathrooms, some.rooms for visitors to stay, ewe.
The oil painting en the wall of the lobby was painted by oae

BEHES . » 5w o0 5/~
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of the Federztion members, and was named, "The Way to Jerusalem".
She is a winner at various national exhibitions.

As soon as the building was completed, many $hurehes
and Christian groups began wasing the public quarters for their
summer conferences and retreats. Practically there were no
days that the building was not occupied till the middle part
of October, (of course, except Sundays and half day on Saturdays).
Those who were there were sztisfied with the place very much
and were most grateful to have such a place for church g= ther-
ings. As to the residence Home, it will takesa 1ittle longer
+o start functioning. To make it a really homelike place for
the residents to live permanently, the Committee have been A
making their uttermost efforts to fix it nicely; besides, they
have to be very careful in selecting gpe residents-to-bs for
a comparatively small capacity at this stage. (Ten for the
first period with a ‘nhope that it mey be enlarged some day when
more funds shall have been raised.) We hope, however, it will
begin functioning early next year. May we have your prayers
for the Home - for its growth as God intended and hoped.

»

Toshiko Hayashi
Executive Secretary
National Federation of
Kyodan Women's Societies
J apan.

The Marigot Vocational 3chool - Dominics. Uest Indies .

3 We greet you from the island of Dominica on the West
Indies, and particularly from Marigot. We are pleased to report
that THE MARIGOT VOCETIONAL SCHOOL has been progressing steadily
and has been attempting to meet the needs of the young people

in this community which it set out to help originally. We
continue to offer classes in Typing, Home Economics, Wood Craft,
Agriculture....... ..and more recently, English, Basic Mathe-
matics, and Hand work which includes Crochet, sewing and other
related subjects. '

We are very grateful to you for yomr substantial ¢
contribution to our school of US § 1,500.00~ We wild use ¥ae
same to purchase as many Type-writers as that money ean pur-
chas.. At the moment, our clas: in typing numbers 22 students
and we have only 8 type-writers. Sc we are very much indebhed
to you for your generosity, and we continue tc pray God's
blessings cn your work.

Neville D. Brodie.
Dominica, West Indies.

Buropean_Seminar and Study Tour.

T would like to express my sincere thanks to the
'Fellowship of the Least Coin Grant! for having made it possible
for me, a woman of the Third World to attend the BEuropean Sem-
inar and Study Tour from 15th September to the 6éth October,1973.

It was indeed a meaningful and fruitful experience for
me and I will continue to live my Christian 1life upon the gui-
delines God has s.t down for us and try to follow and teach
others from the additional lessons and examples that I have
learnt from my seminar in Europe.

' Pamala S. @Wahab
Georgetown, West Indie
contd....6/-
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, Miss Gudrun Diestel,  the Chaiiman of the Interna 1p‘ i
Commlttee of the World Dey of Prayer 1970- 74, in her lett
introducing the theme for this years world Day of Prayer
Wrote % g

<
"when in 1970 we asked all of you which issue wai
most important to you, the over-whelmlng answer, from all 8orners
of the world was "Peace". Meanwhile we write 1973 but looking
at the world in which we live, Peace is Stlll our longing, our
hope and our task. .

Peace is more than having no war. In the Christian
understandlng it means to get the chance to live a full life
and be in one accord with God and people around us. Peace 1s
a process something dynamic. "Peacekon the earth'™ - the .
message of the angels to the shepherds in the field - this
great gifit of God starts where old and young, hunBiand and wife
in the family can overcome what separates them - where broups
from different tribes or .nations in village or ‘town break -
through distrust and discrimination - whereover your prayerful
heart includes people affected by the news that comes ovsr the
radio."

I wish you a Merry Christmas and a Bright New Year.

May the Prince of Pegce be our guide and Saviour.

PRAYEE : "Lord of spase and time,
enable us to see you as the lord of here wnd now,
assure us of your constant care so that
- willingly we give wwrselves in caring for'others;
enfold us with your emernal love so %hat
- we respond by reaching out in loving kindness of otiher:z;
sdtisfy our longing to see you in those
P "we encounter so that we may reflec® something of
' your spirit to others '
o o .Amen". e 2 .
' Shanti Solomon
Executive Secretary, ACUC.

&
Promotional Secretary, ¥FLC
C/o 3t. Stephen's Home
4, Rajpur Road,
Delhi - 11OOSM
I'nd & g -
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A.C.W,C, RECOMMENDATIONS

We recommend that:

1.
2

3.

5.

6.

7.

%

10.

Church women should be instrumental in helping all women
to become more economically productive by sponsoring classes
on oottage industry, baok-yard gerdening, agriculture eto.

Church women should initiate a review of the curriculum and
methods of the educational system, so as to make it more
relevant to the needs of the time,

This A,C.W.C. should call upon Christian women everywhere

to sheke off their indifference and to take an active

interest in the political 1ife of their countries, to

exercise their suffrage, to run for office if necessary, in

order to influence the processes of decision making., Women
should sponsor forums and discussions on politicel and social
issues affecting the community vhere they are and serve

as a medium of dialogue between citizens and govermment officials.

Church women should be instrumental in interpreting what

is done and can be done together with people of other faiths
in socia) mctinn programme, and joint participation in study
sessions,

Church women should be instrumental in helping young people
to become aware of what is happening around the world, and
to their neighbours, to develop in the young a capacity for
discermment.

Church women should first of all understand the true meaning

of "neighbour", that it exists not far itself, but for the
whole world, They need to re-examine the priorities in

terms of their responsibilities towards their neighbours,

They should be instrumental in helping the church to reconmstruct
itself to make it more relevant to the whole society.

Every delegate should make a detailed report of the
conference to her National Council and/or Women's organisation
and continue her study of the theme and share it with others,

Church women should be instrumental in initiating and
promoting adult education; such as literaoy,

The A.C,W.C, should be en instrument of change, by taking
& stand or issuing a statement of policy on basic and
ocontrcversial issues,

A.C.W,C. should seek deeper involvement in the life of Anian
Christian Service in Vietnam and Laos by:
a., prayer support of the Administration,
b. financial support to continue the work and send
such support to ICA Secretary, 24 Foxall Street,
Elanora Hoights, N.S.¥W. Australia 2101
3. reading and decoming knowledgeable about
Vietnam end Laus,



AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN

COPY OF LETTER FROM MISS BRIGALIA BAM - YWorld Council of Churches, Education and Communication Unit,
RENEWAL and RENEWAL MOVEMENTS,

Dear Friends, | am writing to you today concarning the Women of Bangladesh, After you have read the
enclosed description of their plight, please consider whether it might be possible for you to help them
and what provision could be made from your budget. This is 1ikely to be a Tong-term problem, so planning
ahead fn our budgets will be as important as the much-nceded lmmediate emergency grant, They will fndeed
be grateful to you.
Apart from my own colleagues in the World Council of Churches who are working on the overall situation, |
aa in touch with the !nternational Women's Council, and we have all agreed not to set up separate projects
in this connection, We have agreed to work through the existing bodies in mgladash and the special
conaittees set up there,
Wie shall be working through the Director of our relief comnittee, Mr. Anit, who is most concerned about
the situation of these women and about the fact that there 1s not yet enough money allocated to help them.
So | have decided to make an appeal to the solidarity of church-women around the world, and hope very
much you will be able to respond with your usual great generosity!

This brings all my best wishes to you, Yours sincerely, BRIGALIA BAM,

THE YOMEN OF BANGLADESH

It s now well knoun that one of the most terrible features of the war in Bangladesh was the rape of
some 200,000 women. Some observers oven allege that the rape was part of a daliberate policy designed to
create a new race to unite East and West Pakistan, Be that as it may, there is no doubt that the effect
has been to bring a difficult social problem to the country. The women have been thrust deep fnto an
tnterfor conflict within thetr country: on the one hand, they are officially described by the Government as
heroines, on the other is the fact that, within the culture, they are regarded as "disgraced® by their famil’.
as well as by any potentfal husband, A Malaysian woman who visited Bangladesh in an East Asian Christian
Conferonce programme to help the women said: "It would be hard for a westerner to understand how terrible
this 1s for a Muslim woman. Most have been 1solated from men since puberty, Many would never even show
their own faces to anyone uther than a husband,®

In addition to the social stigma, many thousands of children are expected to be born who are not
vanted by their mothers and who will be regarded as outcasts in the society. No one knows the full ex=
tent of the problem, though there have been reports of widespread abortion, and it is feared that there
will also be infanticide 1f something is not done for the girls, most of whom are aged between 12 and 25.
It 1s clear in this situation that blankets, food and saris are not emough, The need s for imaginative
social programmes that restore self-dignity and provide skills and training for the women to take a full
part in the society.

At the present time, a wide vartety of programmes are in operation, or projected, which cover every-~
thing from simple relief to consideration of the part the women can play in the future of Bangladesh. The
Sisters of Charity, led by Nother Theresa of Calcutta, have opened a Shishu Bhavan (Children's Home) in
Dacca, to handle as many as 100 women in advanced stages of prognancy and to care for children after birth,
There are other homes in Pabna and Rajshahi, But the work has started slowly, as the girls are unwilling
to come forward. It looks as if the socioty has been able to absorb at least some of the girls. The
Sisters plan to teach skills to the girls, Courses include sewing, cooking, buok-keeping and weaving,
Altogether they will care for about 1,000 girls,

A small group of Bangladash social workers have drawn up a Bangladesh Women's Emancipation Prograsme,
supported by the International Planned Parenthood Federation. Their manifesto begins: "Bangladesh is free,
but only one half of our people are free. The other half are not allowed to decide their own course fn
1ife, nor are they free or properly prepared to take part in the emancipation of Bangladesh, We owe to our
women emancipation, social and cultural, as much as we need their brains, their hands, their hearts in the
but1d-up of our nation®.

A first afm of the programme is to help the violated women, Abortion will be provided for those who
wish 1t. (Abortion fs itself, however, a difficult religious and socfal fssue in a Muslim society), But
eaphasis s also placed on the need for basic education and vocational training,

The Bangladesh Ecumenical Relief and Rehabilitation Service has outlined a pilot programme for
training 25 girls as nurses or nurse aides. This will be under the direction of Prof. Ayesha Nabi of the
School of Social Welfare, Dacca University. The girls will be trained to Bangladesh professional standards
and guaranteed employment on completion of the course, But only 2200,000 has been set asfde, from the
211 mi1140n nrograsmas. for women's profects.

Bl ::e ig:gi:i:isvga::::e ::s‘bea:‘su?ges::d by a British sociologist, Richard Hauser, which s designed to
to become members of a mg :e:: nlgnd ¥ ?: v ?D"ahy have been the case, by being given the choice
the best 1n th 9' p gnized for its ?ocia vah:e and having status inferior_to none and equal to
n the country." He foresess the creation of an "order® of women, with no religious connections or
vows, who would work as national, community and nefghbourhood workers. His plan also envisages the setting
up of a number of orphanages where the children could receive Toving care.
o J::i:::;da:lz :or f:n intogration in the society by means of education and employment, Training courses
pportunities must be given for such things as cottage industries, Social workers are
required who can give counselling to the women and also organize courses in child-care and health educatior.

Large suas are needed to ensure that worthwhile programmes afmed at meeting the real needs of the women
can be realized, :

L AR L L R . R




THE HISTORY AND PURPOSE

OF THE
ASTAN CHURCH WOMEN'S CONFERENCE.

The Asian Church Women's Conference (ACWC) is an ecumenical organisation of Protestant
women of Asia, Australia and New Zealand. It maintains close working relationship
with the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA) and fraternal relations with other
regional ecumenical women's organisations and women's organisations of world con-

fessional bodies.

REASON FOR BEING:

Believing that the purpose of God for the churches in Asia is life together in a
common obedience to Him for the doing of His will in the world, the ACWC is con-
stituted so that women sharing a common faith in our Lord and Saviour may unite to
proclaim the Gbspel of Jesus Christ by -

a) demonstrating His love in all areas of life through programmes of

o development, social justice and witness;

b} declaring oneness with all Christians everywhere;

c) expressing Christian faith and responsibility through ecumenical
fellowship and action;

HOW THE NEED WAS FTLT:
The Second World War brought radical changes to Asia and her relationships. As the

nations were regaining their political independence, the Asian churches were also
emerging with renewed faith in God and a new sense of identity in their own nations

~and cultures.

Ye Christians in the resion were coﬁfronted with social and national upheavals and
the churches in Asia were anxious to compare notes with those in similar situations
in-the neighbouring countries. For the first time, the Christian women in Asia
realised that they knew more about the West than about neighbours in Asia. They
felt the need to discover together, the n;ture and style of Christian life and action
in the changing times. They were amazed to discover that there were more similar-
ities than differences in their culture, traditions, attitudes and problems. Such
were the theological, historical and ecumenical motivations in the background of the
!sian Church Women's Conference.

The first Assembly of the ACWC was held in Hong Kong in 1958. A very simple and

flexible set of rules was adopted for the smooth functioning of the Conference,

In 1962 the Second Assembly, held in Thailand, decided to take up the Fellowship of
the Least Coin as its mein continuing project, and to promote and administer the:

Fellowship of the Least Coin.
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The Third Assembly celebrated the tenth anniversary of the Fellowship of the Least

Coin (FLC} in Tokyo, Japan, in 1966. This Assembly also marked the inclusion of

Australia and New Zealand in the ACWC,

In 1970 a regular Constitution was adopted during the fourth Assembly held in Indo-
nesia, and a full-time Executive Secretary was also appointed to put the Assembly

mandate into action during the following four years.
The Fifth Assembly held in 1974 at Bangkok, Thailand brought out the Assembly State-

ment and chalked out the mandate for the next quadrennium.

The Sixth Assembly, with its theme fCALLED TO CHANGE -- COMMITTED TO SERVE', held
in Gotemba, Japan, in October, 1978, calls all the Christian women in general, and

Asian women in particular, to CHANGE and SERVE,

Officers and members of the Executive for the next quadrennium:-

PRESIDENT: (¥irs) GLORIA SANTOS (FPhilippines)

VICE PRESIDTNT: (Mrs) AGNES LOYALL (India)

SECRETARY : (Mrs) GLORIOSA RAYENDRAN (Malaysia) \
TREASURER: (Miss) JEAN CHEN Hong Kong.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
(Mrs) HANA KAWAI (Japan).
(Mrs) CHARLOTTE ENGEL (Indonesia).

(Mrs; RACHEL CCCKS (Australia)

Australian National Representative: Mrs, Rachel Cocks.
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STATEMENT

To demonstrate God's love in all areas of life through
programmes of development, justice and witness, the

ACWC Consultation on "Economic Injustice to Women"

was held in the Federal Hotel, Xuala Lumpur, Malaysia
from 9-13 October, 1992.

We 42 women representing 16 member countries and Cambodia
were challenged anew as we met to study and reflect

on the theme. This was done through working, biblical
theological reflections, lectures, workshops, country
reports and exposure to local situations.

Having been made more aware of the difficult and dehumanising
situations in which people are forced to work, we

affirm our oneness in Christ and solidarity with one

another.

We commit ourselves

- to pray for justice and peace;

- to be better informed of marginalised groups in
our community and identify with them.

- to help create opportunities for women to express
their hurts and despair.

to reinforce the importance of a loving, caring
family and work for justice, peace and reconciliation,
to lobby the*gov't and work with secular groups

and NGO's improve the conditions and lifestyle of
women. .

to educate women about their legal and moral rights.
to disseminate information of groups and individuals
who can be approached for assistance.

to raise the consciousness of men regarding injustice
to women.

We acknowledge the need for change in attitudes and
are committed to take these recommendations to our
churches for action.

We Asian Church Women will strive to overcome the injustice
in our society with the empowerment of Christ, our
Saviour.

* gov't = government



ASIAN CHURCH WOMEN'S CONFERENCE (ACWC)
CONSULTATION 1992
ECONOMIC INJUSTICE TO WOMEN

OCTOBER 9-13, 1992, KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA

The purpose of the meeting was to bring together the members of the executive
and general committee of ACWC for business and administration and programme,
and then in a larger gathering to which women of the community in Malaysia
were invited, the opportunity to discuss the theme through lectures and
workshops was given.

The programme in general consisted of devotional times and bible studies,
lectures, workshops, 'singing', plennary sessions, country reports, exposure
to local industry, exposure to local churches, and socialising in an informal
manner.

Prior to the commencement of the consultation the executive and general
committees met at the Council of Churches Malaysia office, and their three
days of 'business' was conducted there in the CCM conference room. The
staff of the CCM, from the General Secretary (Mr Varghese George) down
to the office staff offered wonderfu.l co-operation and hospitality.

It was clear that the church women of Malaysia are a very dedicated group
of talented women.

The consulation was held at the Federal Hotel, in true conference surroundings
and facilities.

It is important to say at the outset that the theme was addressed from
both a secular as well as a christian base. With representatives from
17 countries being present, including Bangladesh and Cambodia, to Australia
and New Zealand, it was clear that the question would have to be addressed
specifically for the needs of each country. This gave ample opportunity
for learning and discussion each from the other, regarding the position
of women in each country. It is also important to say that the ultimate
aim was for 'action'. The discussions were not ‘'dead-ends' but rather
a starting point for stimulation, for ideas, for creative ways of addressing
the needs that the guestion aroused.

The spiritual tone of the consulation was very high. God through his Spirit
moved in the hearts of all present, particularly through the ministry of
the two women who lead us in devotions and bible studies. Mrs Datin Dulcie
Abraham (Malaysia) led the morning devotions. Very skilfully, very tenderly,
very poignantly, we were led each morning to worship a mighty God. We
were led to faith in a Yahweh who provides power, security, holiness and
annointing. She said, "Involving Jesus in our issues is involving ourselves
in the CROSS.'

The Bible studies were lead by Mrs Sharon Joy Duremdez (PHILIPPINES), a
very well qualified woman theologion, who lead us in biblical theological
reflections. The ultimate challenge of these reflections was for our
involvement in the dismantling of systems that engage the poor in unjust
economic systems.



The theme "ECONOMIC UNJUSTICE TO WOMEN" was addressed in three Sub-themes:

Sub~theme 1: WOMEN AND WORK IN ASIA, Nimalka Fernando, Regional Co-
ordinator, Asia Pacifice Forum on Women, Law & Development.

Sub-theme 11: DUAL ROLE OF WOMEN & THE INEQUALITY THERE IN, Meena Shivdas
AWARE (Association of Women for Action and Research).

Sub-theme 111: FAMILY & INJUSTICE, Mrs Gloriosa Rajendran

The material from each sub-theme was then. discussed in workshops, leading
to the plenary sessions, from which the conference statement was formed.
(The conference statement will be made available in the near future.)

WOMEN AND WORK IN ASIA: "It is imperative for women's groups to critically
examine government policies and identify levers of change. We have to
demand our rights to participate actively in major development projects
and plans, and we have to insist on our rights to productive resources.

Clearly the nature and extent of the problems differ among countries at
different levels of development and within countries among different
categories of women. So the approach, strategies and priorities needed
to solve these problems will also differ both within countries and between
nations.

The issue of economic justice is much related to the political processes
in our countries. It is important to ask the gquestion as to whether the
church can be a home in all countries for the women and those others
struggling for justice to get together and organise. The church even
as society will always remain ambiguous, partly comprised and partly faithful.
But the way to authenticity and freedom lies through the cross of redemptive
suffering, through repentance and faith, through exposing ourselves in
the vulnerability of powerlessness and love."

DUAL ROLE OF WOMEN & INEQUALITY THERE IN: "Women's emancipation from socio-
cultural biases and the empowerment through the process would improve
their status. They would be seen as persons in their own right - capable
of independant thought and action. As rightful contributors to economy,
their efforts and thoughts will form an integral part of planning policies.

For women's emancipation to take place, emphasis must be laid on education.
Women's education holds the key; the recent World Bank/IMF annual meeting
clearly stated that the returns on women's education would be immense
having as it would serious implications for women, men, and children and
more importantly for the state of the world..

"The scales of world equality are out of balance. The side marked 'woman'
is weighed down with responsibility, while the side marked 'man' rides
high with power" —from Women, a world report. For a more equitable balance
of the scales, the first step to be recognised would be the redistribution
of wealth and work and power and responsibility in a fair manner. The
redistribution process would have to address gender inequalities before
addressing the wider issues of work, money, power and responsibility

Gender inequalities pervade every layer of society. Unless they are
recognised and addressed, the economic injustice to women will continue."



FAMILY AND INJUSTICE: "It is pleasant for some and enjoyable to others,
to come to a Consulation like this and talk about injustice. For most
os us, talking is easy but action is difficult. Because of this, inactivity
reigns and injustice continues. We suffer from what E Stanley Jones the
missionary to India described as "the paralysis of analysis". Either
because we have non-assertive temperaments or because standing up for
justice involves risks, we hesitate and are unwilling to act. The question
we need to answer is 'What action to I take after this Consultation?'

We need to be prepared to face the inevitable conflict that will occur
when we try to correct injustice and empower women."

The ensuing discussions and decisions in the workshops were very challenging,
creative, innovative and designed for action. The sharing of activities
already in place in communities who have already made a response to economic
injustice of all different kinds - slave labour, prostitution, low wages,
exploitation of teenage workers, etc was a means of stimulation of thought
and ideas for those who want to have involvement with the people of their
communities. It was obvious that the women of this consultation were
going home to ‘'action' One lady was heard to say, "I wish I hadn't come.
The challenge before me is too big, but by God's grace, I must be involved
with the marginalised women of my community."

Perhaps one of the more positive and ‘easier' responses made throughout
these discussions, were the desires of many women from most countries
to do more for the children of the women who are exploited - e.g. child
care facilities, play groups, after school care, education for these children.

ASIAN CHURCH WOMEN'S CONFERENCE (ACWC) is a marvellous tool for God to
use to uplift and equip women who are gifted and available. It is a very
humbling experience to share the journey with women whose resources may
be limited, but whose faith seems to embrace the impossible. Many are
the stories that can be shared of individual members of our current ACWC
executive and general committee who are strongly committeed to relieve
distress and injustice for women of their communities. Their ingenuity
is outstanding. Without the momey, the facilities, the support that we
would expect even before we embarked on a project, they begin by 'doing
1t

Our best response really lies in the area of support for ACWC. If you
could have met the two ladies from Cambodia, heard their stories and faced
their struggle, you would have been overwhelmed with emotion. ACWC exists
for such women. Sure, it is pleasant and enjoyable to to attend the ACWC
meetings, but there is a huge responsibility involved. The responsibility
of sharing the concerns of women in Asia, the responsibility of sharing
in a practical way, the responsibility of intercessory prayer,the respnsibility
of taking action in our own community.

JOAN M TONG (MEMBER GENERAL COMMITTEE ACWC)



REPORT FROM ASIAN CHURCH WOMEN’S CONFERENCE
NOVEMBER, 2004

To all state Secretaries of ACW.

I know that you have been praying for our Asian sisters through the recent disasters.. The
typhoons struck Taiwan and Japan and Japan also had the earthquakes.

Shu-Wen reported that due to the Typhoon in Taiwan offices and schools were closed.
She had to stay home while it lasted. Yasuko was on a train when the Earthquake
reached Japan. About 80,000 people were living outside their homes, some in public
buildings and some in their cars. They were afraid to stay in their houses. Many roads
were cut. The East District of the Lutheran Church Women’s League started up a support
program for the victims of the earthquakes. Then the earthquakes were followed by the
typhoon. Flooding and typhoons also caused problems in other Asian countries.

Many countries will be celebrating ACWC Day in November although it doesn’t have to
take place in this month. I hope that some Australian States will be able to incorporate
the service that was sent to you into a local service. If you celebrate ACWC Day in your
state please let me know the details. We did hear from NSW and their report was in
ACWC Newsletter.

Shu-Wen has sent out scholarship details to all countries. 1 have forwarded these on to
the National Executive. We don’t need to apply for these scholarships but our money
helps to fund them.

Annam, Ruth(FLC rep) and Shu-Wen will attend the ICFLC annual meetings on 31%
October to 4" November in New York. Besides the official business of Fellowship of the
Least Coin plans will be made for the 50" Anniversary celebrations. They will also meet
with American Church women while in the states and Shu-Wen will promote ACWC at
the Taiwanese Formosan Christian Church in Seattle on 7" November. After this Shu-
Wen will take a vacation for the first time since she took over as Executive Secretary
more than two years ago. She had to be reminded that she should take holidays.

By now you may already have paid ACWC Newsletter subscriptions of $12.00 for 2005.._~——=—
Reports of the international travels will surely appear in this when Shu-Wen gets time to

report on them. While everyone will not want to buy a subscription, it is good to have one

for your women’s group to hand around. Some states have received extra copies this

year but we are trying to get the subscription list adjusted. Then we will need to check on

the new list for 2005.

Have a happy and a holy Christmas and look after yourselves for next year.

Pat Walker.
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Ms Shu-Wen Chiang
3, Lane 269,
Roosevelt Road, Sec.3,
Taipei

106 TAIWAN

Dear Shu-Wen

Re: Donation

The members of the National Executive Committee of ACW join me in thanking
you most sincerely for the generous donation of US$500.00 from the ACWC
Emergency Fund following the bushfires in Victoria.

It has been most humbling and, indeed, overwhelming to receive such a generous
donation from ACWC.

I enclose the receipt for Aus$760.57 from the National Treasurer Helen Lloyd.

We are at present considering the best way to disburse this donation so that the
Christian communities who have lost nearly everything will know that ACWC
members are aware of their pain. As soon as we know where the money has
been spent we will let you know.

Once more, our heartfelt thanks for this most generous donation from ACWC.
We appreciate your continued prayers for the people affected by the fires. It will
be many months, probably many years, before some of the communities are
rebuilt and the people can return to their former homes again.

Yours in Christian Fellowship

Jean Thomson
National President

23.03.09

Cc  Donna Bryan, ETC



