
PREDESTINATION 

-
11 

By D.B. Knox 

THE PROTESTANT FAITH 

tOoore <toUege 
1fbra~ 

2 7 SEP 1973 
g'Di- f0t1 



-

To understand the doctrine of predestination correctly 
we should view it firstly from ~he standooint of a Christian 
who is experiencinq and enjoyln11 fellowship with his heavenly 
Father in the Holy Spirit through the forgiveness that comes 
through our .Lord Jesus Christ. The Bible constantly deals with 
the subject from this point of view. For example, in Ephesians 
1:4-5 we read r70dnchose us in Christ before fhe foundation of 
the world that we sh~uld .be holy and without blemish before 
Him in love : havinq predestinated us unto the adoption as 
sons through Jesus Christ unto Himself according to the 
good pleasure of His wi I I." 

As a Christian reflects on the qrace of God which he is 
experiencing in his own I ife he cannot but attribute it al I 
to God's goodness; in himself he knows he deserves nothinq. 
St. Paul said "in m~, i.e., in my flesh, dwells no good thinq". 
There Is nothing in us which deserves God 1 s favour and yet 
how wonderfully Christians experience this favour. The 
Christian life is one of peace with God throuqh forgiveness; 
joy in His presence and love towards Him and othe rs by His 
Spirit; faith in the present I ife and su~e hope In the future; 
a daily fellowship with God thro.uqh prayer and His Word. Al I 
this relationship to God is God's qift, and it springs 
entirely from God ' s initiative. As Jesus said to His disciples 
"You have not chosen me but I have chosen you and ordained 
you that you might bear much fruit". Our oresent Christian· 
experience and our future hope is clearly attributed in the 
Bible to God's decision, a decision which was made from the 
beginning of creation with reqa rd to us persona 11 y. We read 
"God chose you from th0 beqinning unto salvation in sanctif­
ication of the Spirit and belief in the truth" (2 Thess.2:3). 
And again in l Thessalonians 5:9 "God appointed us not unto 
wrath but unto the obtaining of salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ". Speakinci of Christians Paul says that they 
are ''vessels of mercy which God before prepared unto glory!: 
(Romans 9:23). So as we experience our Christian status as 
adopted sons of God, al I the glory and the thankfulness for 
this state of th I nqs must be given to God. It is not shared 
partly with ourselves as though we contributed,in some way 
the vital I ink which made the difference between ourselves and 
others. 
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A clear I I lustration of God ' s sovereiqnty in salvation is 
the IJfe of St. Pa01. H~ was a man totally immersed in his 
prejudices. On his own init 'letlve ho had as.ked for authority 
from the chief priests' to journey to Damascus to arrest and 
imprison bel.ievers. He certainly didn't seem to be a bright 
prospecit for conversion, · nor wa~ he. His conversion resulted 
from extraordinary intervention by God on his behalf. He 
was converted because as the risen Lord Himself put It, he 
was a "chosen vessel". A 1 lqht shined around him and he 
heard the voice of Jesus addressin9 him; indeed the heavens 
were opened and he had a vision of our Lord so brl~ht that 
for days he was blinded. It is not surprising that after such 
an experience he should recognise Jesus as Lord and qive his 
I ife to His service . It is plain that his con.version Is to 
be attributed entirely to God, it took extraordinary means to 
brinq this chosen vessel into the kin~dom. Rut the same Is 
true of the conversion of everyone~ thouqh it . Is normally 
not so spectaculc;ir. The initiative I ies entirely with God. 
It must be so because in ourselves we· are bl ind and cannot 
see the truth, "the mind of the flesh is at enmity against 
God and is not subject to God's wil I nor indeed can It be" 
says St •. Paul. God must intervene. He alone can open the 
eyes of the spiritually bl Ind, take away the stony heart, 
re-create the personal relatiohship with Him, for when a 
man is in Christ, says St. P~ul, he · ls a new c~eation, ~nd 
it is God alone to whic~ this new creation is to be attributed. 

The doctrine of predestination really means that God is 
. sovereign in sa I vat ion :.. it is He who chooses tho.se whom He 
adopts as sons. Even our response of faith is God ' s gift, 
given according to His purpo~e. Thus, St. Paul tel Is the 
Phi I ippians that it was God's gift to them that they believed 
on Jesus (Phi I . 1.). Frequent I y in the Bib I c repentance is 
said to be the gift of God and this is natural .because we 
have not the power of self-recovery within our.selves so as 
to turn back . from a se If-centred Ii fe to a God .-centred Ii fe -
for this is what repentahce means : to change your world 
view to see God as your Lord and Jesus as your Saviour·. If 
anyone repents in this rad ical · way it is God 's. gift :to him, 
and Chr.i st i.ans know this to be the case. As they ref I ect on 
their own experience they recoqnise that were it not for the 
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grace of God they would sti I!. he I ivinq the old I ife of self­
centredness.and sin. 

Belief in the doctrine of predestination doesn 1 t come 
naturally - it is only because it is so clearly tauqht in 
scrip~ure that anyone holds it , and yet when it is firmly 
grasped it has a tremendous e ff ect In re leasinq our spirits 
from our anxiety and . stress. Tho evanq0 I ist who knows that 
God is sovereiqn in salvation doesn 1 t fee l driven to al I 
sorts of expedients to get peopl e conve rted. He wil I rely 
primarily on prayer and on preaching the clear truth of the 
gospel in the context of love and rel ationship. He wi I I not 
be driven to get decisions by methods and expedients which 
may be unworthy of the qospel with which he has bGen entrusted. 
For he knows that it is God who qives repentance and faith in 
fulfi I lfnq His purooses of grace and salvation. Not that 
belief in God's sovereiqnty in salvation wil I ever excuse 
letharqy in prayer or slackness in prepa ration on the part 
of +h.e minister, or the individual Christian, for God works 
His purposes of qrace through us and through our natures a~i 
our qlfts, and we must be obedient in our use of our qifts 
and opportunities. There is a two-sidedness which cannot 
be escaped. God is sovere i qn in sa I vat ion; we are respons i b I e 
in our obedi e nce. The writer of Acts found no contradiction 
here. In chapter 13 v. 48 he described the results of the 
preaching of Paul and Barnabas in terms of God ' s sovereignty 
"as many as were predest i n.ated to eterna I Ii fe be Ii eved" and 
a few verses later (14:1) he put the other side, writing that 
the apostles so spoke that many be lieved. Both are true at 
the same time. God is sovereign, we are responsible. 

It is because the Bible so clearly teaches the doctrine 
of predestination that Christi a ns ought to embrace it without 
hesitation for it is certainly true, and we should adjust our 
attitudes in conformity wit.h it. There is a wonde rful passage 
in Romans 8: 28-30 "And we know that to them that I ove God a I I 
things work together for good, even to them that are cal led 
according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew He ~lso 
foreordained to be conformed to the imaqe of His Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethre n. And whom He 
foreordained them he also cal led: and whom He cal lod, them 
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He also justified; and whom He justified, them HR also gloried". 
Notice the e~phasis of God's purpose which He fuf f i I led in our 
lives and this purpose is that we might be formed to Christ's 
I ikeness so that we should be one of His brethren. Notice the 
1190 I den chain". Whom He predest i nated them he a I so ca I I ed; 
whom He cailed them He also justified anci whom He justified 
them He also glorified". None are missing. Those whom He 
foreordained in due course He cal led, justified and finally 
glorifi'ed. 

There is equally clear t eachinq about predestination 
in Romans 9 and Ephesians I, to mention only two of the numerous 
passages of scripture which +each predestination. 

The doctrine reminds us that it is God's purpose to . 
confer blessin~. The scriptures tel I us that God chose 
Abraham in order that He might bless him and St. Paul begins 
his letter to the Ephesians with "Blessed by ('70d,. .... Who has 
blessed us with every spiritual blessinq ..•. He chose us in 
Christ before the foundation of the world ..... h~vinq . predest-
inated us unto adoption as sons ...... " 

A realisation of this goodness of God quite undeserved 
by us, should make us humble and appreciate our blessings. 
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