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CEMENTED, RATIFIED AND SEALED

By Francis John Brerly
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From A Correspondent
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SCIENCE BLOCK
OPENED

“This new building is in part a Science
building and this has a big significance in itself”,

said_the Vice-Chancellor of the Macquarie Uni-
versity, Professor A. G. Mitchell, when he opened
the new block at the Sydney Church of England

Condobolin, July 24
The new experimental Adult Baptism and
Confirmation rite of the Prayer Book Commission
was used when three adults were baptised and con-
firmed at All Saints’ Church, Condobolin, Diocese

of Bathurst, on Saturday night, July 15.
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EXAMPLE NOT TO BE FOLLOWED

This newspaper has always given respectful sup-
port to the views on matters of general public interest
expressed by the former Archbishop of Canterbury,
now Lord Fisher of Lambeth. Those views have
ever been, as they are still, marked by sound judge-
ment, good common sense and high intelligence. We
suspect they have been put forward in a far greater
spirit of humility than is generally appreciated.

On the whole, and with a few qualifications, we
would incline to support the views now expressed
by Lord Fisher on the present plan in England for
reunion between the Methodists and the Church of
England — views embodied in his pamphlet Covenant
and Reconciliation, which has created something of
a wave in the placid English ecclesiastical millpond.
None the less, we regret that His Lordship wrote
the pamphlet. We think its publication a quite de-
plorable breach of good manners and a blow at th<
good order and government of the Church.

The position is that His Lordship resigned thi
See of Canterbury in 1961, at the age of seventy-
four, and went into retirement. He has retired to t'
quiet of rural Dorset and, from all accounts,
vigorous in mind and body at eighty years of age
when he was Primate of All England. Since his retire-
ment — indeed, almost from the very moment he
retired — Lord Fisher has chosen from time to
time to ignore the sound and necessary convention
which prevents all former holders of high office in
Church and State, after they have retired, from inter-
fering with the policies of their successors.

It is disingenuous for Lord Fisher to say that
he has written his pamphlet, and has criticised his
successor and the Anglican-Methodist Unity Commis-
sion, merely as a private individual in the exercise
of his rights as such. He is plainly not just another
private citizen, but a former Archbishop of Canter-
bury. No mere ordinary private individual would have
the faintest chance of amaming such publicity,
of arousing such support and opposition, as Loi
Fisher, by the publication of this pamphiet. If His
Lordship wishes as a private citizen to state
views, then it would seem to us his proper course is
to state them privately, and not publicly, as he has

There are analogies galore. Would Sir Winston
Churchitt, after his retirement, for a moment
publicly have criticised the policies of his successors?
Has Bishop Moyes ever interfered since his retire-
ment in the affairs of the Diocese of Armidale? Hat
Sir Robert Menzies ever interfered with Mr Holt?
Or Mr Calwell with Mr Whittam? Or the former
Archbishop of Perth with his successor? Of course
not! There can be few potentially more difficult
situations than those that arise when a bishop oi
priest retires and continues to live in the diocese oi
parish over which he once presided. Yet rarely in-
deed have any of these difficulties come about. Why?
Because most men have that “grace of retiremei “
apparently denied Lord Fisher

Retirement from office neither means,
should mean, vegetating. What it does mean is that
he who retires must, if he chooses to continue
ing in the same organisation, do so in a truly loyal
spirit and in a truly subordinate capacity. The
tired bishop who serves as an assistant curate i
parish is in the same position as the retired head-
master who returns to real teaching under one of
his own former students, or the former officer of
general rank who returns during an emergency to
serve again with two pips. It would be intolerable
for such a man to tell his rector, his headmaster "*
his army commander how to do his job.

t is similarly intolerable, in our view, fc
former Archbishop of Canterbury to intervene in
the affairs of his successor, however much his views
may appeal to us. We hope this example of im-
propriety will affect none in Australia.

One grain of consolation

It is perhaps not for Australians to point
American motes. If we have no great beam about
our Aborigines it is because we have got away not
merely with discrimination, but genocide, for
century and a half, so that nothing like the Negro
revolt is possible in our own land.

All the same, the events of the last few weeks
in the United States will reinforce the grounds upon
which so many in Europe and elsewhere argue against
U.S. intervention in Africa, South America and Asia,
What credit can be given to people who talk about
democracy, racial equality and the like, and whose
intervention in all parts of the world is stated to rest
upon their unselfish wish to ensure freedom and
equality under the law, when they find it necessary
in their own country to call out tanks to suppress
racial disorders?
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MANY LARGE AMOUNTS GIVEN
FOR MIDDLE EAST REFUGEES

Geneva, July 24

Gifts and pledges amounting to $216,037 had been received by last
week towards the World Council of Churches’ $(U.S.)2,000,000 appeal for
funds to meet refugee needs in the Middle East.
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REVISED
PRAYER
BOOK
SERVICES

available immediately.
Price: $1.00 (postage 5 *

MORNING PRAYER (8 pages): 6 cents1
EVENING PRAYER (8 pages) 6 cents <
HOLY COMMUNION (12 pages): 9 cents <
A MODERN LITURGY (20 pages): 15 cents <

THE MARRIAGE SERVICE (12 pages): 9 cents <
BURIAL OF THE DEAD (12 pages): 9 cents ¢
BAPTISM OF INFANTS (New Service)

(8 pages) 6
BAPTISM OF INFANTS (Revised Servic

(8 pages): 6

THE LITANY (4 pages): 4 ieah

BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATION OF ADULTS
(New Service) (8 pages) 6 cents
BAPTISM OF OLDER PERSONS
(8 pages) 6 cents
15 cents) or freight i pay-
all t
SPECIAL NOTE: Incumbents of parishes are
reminded that all orders should be
placed through diocesan registries, to be
transmitted to us through the Primatial
Registry.

The Book Department,

The Anglican,
G.P.0. Box 7002, Sydney

BOOK BARGAINS

The following are available direct from th.
0k Department of The Anglican:.

slightly shop-soiled. 923 pages. This invaluat



THE DAY OF THE LAITY HAS COME
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PLEASE SEND “OLD RAGS ONLY”
TO TAROANIARA

bRl - MOVE TO FORM MORE BRANCHES s i
l i ‘ ' i i OF C.E.M.S. IN NORTH QUEENSLAND W
g From Our Own Correspondent

Townsville, July 24
The Provisional Secretary of the Church of England Men’s Society,

R “led “
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TURKISH VISIT BY
POPE WELCOMED

ORTHODOX LEADERS PRAISE
INITIATIVE



