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11My house ts cracking up!" That's what a friend of mind 
told me ttl"e ·other day, and when I looked at his hruse, 
he Has right. 

l.:.:irge cracks h0d a~pea~ 9d a cmg the wa I ls. Attcnpts 
to patch ·~hem had fai Id . ~i s gu1den wci I posltlvely 
bu l ged, a11d a'.:>0ve hls rJ0crway, ths to~> s·;·orny had 
oeccme S13poratec fr·an ·i·:1e w2 ! ! s i"hat were 1nG<.:!11t to 
'Jut:-oss it. 

The nther day his '"i·~e 11as r;,<:iklng t :1e bad v.he~1 she 
h<-:.JrJ c:i loud noise, <J:J a tHWI c:-ovice appe:.:irod ln 
the Liec!ro:)l')l.. T:·10 Y..3ak ~efore she ~au no-!" iced 
wcr'.-::;;; f i ood; :19 t:--10 ba-'.-h ·-oai1 - a pi po had f rac~ u red 
1 •• i1en ::.i:JTJe Jric:,s had bG.3:1 forr.ed 'Ju"!" of p!acA, 

·c1: i:s was <JI: "f<:J!1·iy c;!:Jr.n !::a , as ·,·ne hcus8 Is 
reasonnbly new, r.1y frl2i 1d ca~ 10ci i;-, a s-!i-uctJrn! 
eng; neer. 

nTl-10 garden ~sal! I s u t.iffere1.r prc,b!emi' , the 
er.g i r.eer said, apparcni i y def·,' ; :1g ccmmcn· .. sense . He 
-~hen :-c:i ! :·.sd 0bout hc:v: .~d to d1 · '.ve pi I os dov.r. bes: de 
vc.:<cJs walls, 2nd navlr:g ~·o ~trength.sn the fo.;ndat-ior1s 
wl·;·ri s~·e9I 9lrders. Ciec:ir l y i~ · 1 ::. golr.g -,·ohs c. ver·y 
difficult jL"b. ".And", conc lucidd the er.glneer, qu::-c 
cheerfo I iy, "Its go ing ·:·o cosi you u iot of r.;onsy:; . 

My fri erd asked wh•Jther the p I aco \ms c.Jangeroos i·o 
I Ive in. "Oh no", rep! ied the e;(pert, " not 0t the manen·:·, 
But r 1t w I ' 1 be In twen-1 y or pe1hc::ps fifty years t ir.1e''. 
Not much canfort there - and thi s desirable house ls 
only about ten years olo. 

The who I e mess bears an uncanny resemb la nee to the 
warning wfth whfch Jesus f In I shed his Sennon on the 
Mrunt. There, he contrasted two ha.ises, one bui It on 
sol Id rock, the other on shifting sand. The one bu I It 
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on sand cou td' rrof - survive the pressures of water and 
storm, and u ltlmately col lapsed; 1 and groat'. 
observed Jesus g rimly, 'was the fall of it'. 

Now, Jesus was not giving c:; lesson of structural eng ineerlr. ] 
He was "!-a! k I ng abou t h i:n se l ·i and about J s. N:-t e i-ht: 
tr~:.1enr:lous cl3!:n he v1as adv::r;cir.g for- h;msclf : :.ls won~s 
wl I i pr ovid e the f)1~ore1· fc;_incat':o;i !-or a p•:rsc.i:i 1 s I ifo. 
It ls an ext~-ao1d i mH·I ly bold ciaim •· but v: h'":lt~ yo~ 
r-ea .. : Ii t s words , say in t h2 Se: .. rtic 1n on the t-1cu ni' .i yo1j sqe 
t:1 ," he h:is ·j·hn right to rnaka t~1em. 

\'/n1.:.. 1 a ma 1 has true f a ith , r-1- Is a nia-7-~er 'Jf -. ru stu18 
:1j1 ,·-::.13 ff i.) the wordsof-'Jesus, oi JE1pe:idl'.;g or. i~em .r.01 

·:·he fc•Jnchtlor. 0f llfr: .. A:~' 1rici'.':duai or ::ir~y chur.; .. 
wh'cil dep.· rts frc'.Tl t he \.'O~d of jesus 11:' is l gnoi~ant 
of 7hos& ;ords, ~Gs bi;;crn1e fa!th - !ess, a,--;j lias dep(.'lrt;:;:-! 
trc..1 Jes;_is h!mseif . 

Ycu v1c•J Id 1-t" buy a :-ic~ 1 
.. 1 house wi"!-ho'.t expEJrt opln i ::-.1 to 

hel:1 you, 8ut p00'.'1io try to bu; ld the 1r I Ives wli-l10:.it 
:"d c;n: r"-:;€ t c t i1e Crc-ato1· o+ ~ If 8. \/i:at s:ir+ cf hcL; 2".J 

h3'.... YE:![_ · I fe ·j·~1 rnE)d )ui° .;..0 ba'? Does it ha·.; s ap~ oa IT 
OoL:.3 It rr ;rc:ss? Is lt comfo;-table? 

un.r.c;-tuna~eiy, -l·heso qu.1; i ·r!es rion' t count fv.- ,,,!C ~ !r: 
·,·110 io:-;g i 'Ji1. They may slmµly cover up your· dr-eadfu ! 
i cc!: of (c J ndat I on, of re::i I substance, of ete;;;a i sti'".:l'.lgt h. 

You ::an see ·,he ro~,1lt of lives built 011·rhe11rong 
fot::--dat loi1 in tre iiurna,1 1-1reck.s who dr ·ifi a iml essl't around 
the :,treet s of a big city. Bu t even an inpressi \'e, 
I u>a: ry home rna/ be f I awed ; and a skyscraper may co 11 apse. 
Is your llfe built on Christ and his word? This Is the 
true rock, and the only rea·t foundarFon.--
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