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"HE WAS NOT SURE THAT HE WOULD BE WANTED — OR LOVED".

This  is  a  s pe cia l is s ue  inte nde d to e na ble
th inking  pe ople  to  unde rs ta nd  a  little  more
a bout the  a borigine s . The re  is  no  ne e d  to
re a d furthe r if you a re  too s e ns itive  to  fa ce
re a lity.

S ome  pe ople  live  ve ry s he lte re d live s  a nd
s e ldom come  a ga ins t life  in the  ra w. We can
pos s ibly de ce ive  ours e lve s  into thinking tha t
a ll is  we ll with  the  world  be ca us e  a ll is  we ll
within our own na rrow circ le . But if we  a re

to unders tand the  problems  of the  da rk people ,
a nd he lp  the m to  ove rcome  the  difficultie s ,
tempta tions  and problems  of life , we have  to be
prepared to face  unpleasant facts .

Almos t a  ye a r a go Bria n ca me  to us . He
came. s tra igh t from hos p ita l,  whe re  he  ha d
s pe nt five  months . But th is  wa s  n o t h is
firs t te rm in  hos pita l; a lthough he  wa s  only
22  mon ths  o ld ,  he  ha d  be e n  in  a nd  ou t o f
hos pita l s eve ra l times  in his  s hort life time . He
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to  e s c a p e  fro m  fu rth e r e xp e rie n c e s  b y c o ve r-
in g  h is  e ye s  w it h  b a b y h a n d s  a n d  s h r in k -
in g  b a c k in  th e  s h a d o ws  o f th e  p ra m . Bu t h e
is  n o t  like  th a t  n o w. In  s p ite  o f a  b a d  s ta rt
in  life ,  a cce n tua te d  by inhe rite d  we a kne s s ,  he
is  n o w a  ve ry h a p p y lit t le  b o y,  a n d  h e  win s
th e  h e a rts  o f a ll wh o  s e e  h im . Th is  is  n o t
the  e nd  o f the  s to ry; ra the r,  it is  the  be g inn ing

a  be ginning . Wh a t a b o u t th e  fu tu re ?

Th e  S ky P ilo t  lo o ks  b a c k o ve r 3 0  ye a rs  o f
e xpe rie nce s  with  the  a borigine s . He  ha s  worke d
a mongs t fu ll - b loods , ha lf - ca s te s  a nd "mixe d"
bloods . His  re c e n t trip  b a c k to  C e n tra l Au s -
tra lia ,  S o u th  Au s tra lia ,  No rth e rn  Te rrito ry a n d
Que e ns la nd  ha s  s hown  ma ny c ha nge s . Th e
d a ys  o f th e  p io n e e r m is s io n a rie s  h a ve  a lm o s t
pa s s e d; the re  is  not the  phys ica l or me nta l ha rd-
s h ip  for mis s iona rie s  tha t e xis te d  30  ye a rs  a go .
Mos t a borig ine s  ha ve  fa r be tte r me dica l, de nta l
a n d  o th e r tre a tm e n t; b u t o ld  p ro b le m s  re m a in
u n s o lve d  fo r m o s t o f th e s e  d a rk p e o p le  o f o u r
la n d .

AS S IMILATIO N: To d a y m o s t wh ite  p e o p le
ta lk q u ite  a  lo t a b o u t th e  a s s im ila tio n  o f th e
a borigine s . Th e y h a ve  c o m e  to  re a lis e  th a t
w h e th e r  fo r  g o o d  o r  e vil it  is  in e vita b le ;  in
m a n y q u a r t e r s  it  is  q u o te d  a s  a  p o lic y  fo r
the  fu tu re  o f the  a bo rig ine s ; s om e th ing  to  a im
for, to  fos te r, to  ha s te n . It is  whe n  we  cons ide r
the  be s t me a ns  to  e ncoura ge  a s s imila tion  tha t
th e re  is  a  wid e  d iffe re n c e  o f o p in io n . Some
m o n th s  a g o  th e  n e ws p a p e rs  m a d e  h e a d lin e s
o f th e  fa c t  th a t  a n  a b o rig in a l g ir l h a d  b e e n
"a dopte d" by a  we a lthy fa mily in  a nothe r S ta te .
Th e re  we re  two  c a rs  b e lo n g in g  to  th is  h o u s e -
h o ld , th e re  wa s  te le vis io n , th e re  wa s  e ve ry
comfort tha t mone y could  provide . Da rk pe ople ,
a s  we ll a s  wh ite s ,  we re  te m pte d  to  s a y: "Wha t
a  fo rtu n a te  c h ild !" Bu t  it  d id n ' t  la s t . Th e
little  bus h  ch ild  be ca me  home s ick. Da rk, te a r-
fille d  e ye s  lo o ke d  u n s e e in g  o ve r th e  to p s  o f
the  be a u tifu l c ity bu ild ings  to  the  d is ta n t bus h-
la nds  whe re  the  ta ll g rowing  pa pe r -ba rks  line d
th e  b a n ks  o f th e  s lo wly flo win g  rive rs ; to  th e
prickly, ta ng le d  growth  of the  pa nda nus  pa lms ;
to  the  ca ne  -g ra s s , the  wild  -figs  a nd  the  ma n-
groves. S e ns itive  nos trils  quive re d, uncons cious
o f th e  fu m e s  o f b u rn t  p e t ro l,  h o t  ta r  o r  c ity
s m o ke ,  b u t  ve ry c o n s c io u s  o f th e  s m e ll o f
gum  le a ve s  bu rn ing ,  the  odou r o f a  flying  -fox
ca mp, the  mus ty sme ll of crocodile s , the  de licious
a roma  o f pos s um a nd  ka nga roo  roa s te d  in  the
coa ls  of a n ope n fire . Ke e n, da rk e a rs  in  fa ncy
h e a rd  n o t  th e  c ra s h  o f m a c h in e ry o r ro a r o f
tra ffic , bu t the  ta p , ta p , ta p  of the  boome ra ngs ,
th e  s ta m p  o f d a n c in g  fe e t ,  th e  b o o m  o f th e

d id g e re d o o  a t th e  c o rro b o re e  g ro u n d  . . . . I n
s m a lle r p rin t,  th e  n e ws p a p e rs  m e n tio n e d  th a t
a  little , home s ick a borig ina l g irl ha d  gone  ba ck
to  th e  Ka th e rin e .

Th is  h a s  n o t h a p p e n e d  in  e ve ry c a s e ,  b u t it
ha ppe ns  o fte n  e nough  to  ma ke  one  pa us e  a nd
wonde r. Do  we  re a lly wa n t th e  ve ry b e s t fo r
the  a borig ine s ?  Do we  wa nt the m to  be  ha ppy,
a s  we ll a s  fe d, c lothe d, e duca te d?  Are  we  trying
to  fo rc e  a s s imila tion  on  the m too  qu ic kly?  Are
we  b ig  e n o u g h  to  a d m it o u r m is ta ke s ,  to  d ro p
pre conce ive d ide a s , to s ta rt a fre sh, if ne ce s sa ry?
Mis s iona ry m e thods  ha ve  c ha nge d  in  the  pa s t
30  ye a rs ; c ond itions  ha ve  c ha nge d ; the  a bo ri-

TH IR TY YE AR S  AG O : Le t u s  g o  b a c k to  -
the  pa s t s o  tha t we  ma y unde rs ta nd  s ome th ing
of the  ba c kground  o f the s e  pe op le . Aus tra lia
wa s  is o la te d  from the  re s t o f the  world , we  a re
told , by a n e ve r -wide ning gulf of wa te r. Whe n
th e  a b o rig in e s  (a n d  th e  d in g o ) a rrive d  th e y
fo u n d  a  wid e ,  fre e  c o u n try with  ro o m  fo r a ll.
Bu t the re  we re  no  na tive  c e re a ls  o r fru its  s u it-
a b le  fo r c u ltiva tio n ; n o  a n im a ls  th a t c o u ld  b e
dome stica te d. By fo rc e  o f c irc u m s ta n c e s ,  th e
a borigine s  be ca me  a  food -ga the ring ra ce , a  no-
m a d ic  p e o p le  wa n d e rin g  fro m  p la c e  to  p la c e ,
a c c o rd in g  to  th e  s e a s o n ,  to  h u n t o r to  g a th e r
wha t na tu re  a lone  p rovide d . Th e y b u ilt  u p  a
complica te d but s a tis fa ctory s ocia l orga nis a tion;
the y inve nte d le ge nds  to e xpla in wha t the y could
no t unde rs ta nd , in te re s ting  a nd  o fte n  be a u tifu l
s to rie s  o f the  "d re a m  -tim e " o f long  a go . Bu t
be ca us e  of the ir noma dic  life , the y ha d fe w pos -
se s s ions  a nd built no pe rma ne nt huts  or she lte rs .
Th a t is  wh y s o m e  p e o p le  th o u g h t th e y h a d  n o
c u lt u r e  o r  a b ilit y  . . . .

E AR LY MIS S IO NAR IE S : Whe n some  of the
e a rlie r mis s ions  we re  founde d the y we re  s ta ffe d
by e a rne s t, s e lf-s a crific ing me n a nd wome n who

b u t th e y h a d  little  tra in in g  in  a n th ro p o lo g y o r
linguis tics . Th e y re a lis e d  th e  im p o s s ib ility o f
mis s iona rie s  living  on  "bus h  tucke r" a nd fo llow-
in g  t h e  t r ib e  a b o u t  fro m  p la c e  t o  p la c e  in
the  s e a rch  fo r food . Ins te a d, the y e s ta blis he d
pe rma ne nt ba s e s , s chools , hos pita ls  or firs t -a id
posts . Th e  g e n e ra l id e a  wa s  to  g e t th e  yo u n g
a borigina l childre n, e duca te  the m, conve rt the m
to  C h ris t ia n ity a n d  la te r s e n d  th e m  b a c k a s
mis s iona rie s  to  the ir own  pe op le .

Na tu ra lly, the  s choo l ch ild re n  cou ld  no t con-
tin u e  to  g a th e r th e ir o wn  fo o d ; th e y h a d  to  b e
fe d  b y th e  m is s io n . Wh e n  th e  c h ild re n  g re w
u p  s e ve ra l n e w p ro b le m s  a ro s e . T o  l iv e  in
s o m e  p a rts  o f Au s tra lia  b y h u n tin g  a n d  fo o d
g a th e rin g  re q u ire d  a  s kill th a t c o u ld  o n ly b e
a cqu ire d  by a  life time  o f rig id  tra in ing  in  tra ck-
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ing a nd bus hcra ft. Mos t childre n re a re d s oftly
in  m is s ion  s choo ls  los t the  a rt; the y cou ld  no
longe r live  a s  the ir bus h brothe rs  did; the y ha d
to  b e  s u p p lie d  with  flo u r ,  b e e f a n d  o th e r
"white  m e n 's  tucke r". But the  a borig ine s  a re
socia lists. Food  d id  no t be long  to  the  hun te r,
b u t  to  th e  t r ib e ;  it  h a d  to  b e  s h a r e d  with
a ll. If the  miss ion -tra ine d a borigina l e va nge lis t
ke pt his  supply of foods tuff to himse lf, he  would
be  de s pis e d by the  tribe ; if he  s ha re d it with the
othe rs , a  month's  ra tions  for one  ma n would la s t
pe rha ps  a  couple  of da ys  a t mos t.

Ag a in , th e  g o ve rn m e n t o f th e  trib e  wa s  in
the  ha nds  o f the  o ld  m e n ; a  young  m a n  ha d
no voice , e s pe c ia lly if he  we re  not in itia te d , in
la w m a kin g  o r e n fo rc in g . Th e  yo u n g ,  u n -
in itia te d , m is s ion  -tra ine d  e va nge lis t ha d  little
h o p e  o f c o n ve rtin g  th e  trib e  to  C h ris tia n ity.
Afte r many wasted yea rs , some  missions rea lised
th a t th e y s h o u ld  h a ve  trie d  to  wo rk th ro u g h
the  o ld  m e n of the  tribe . But c ivilis a tion  wa s
com ing too quickly. Ma ny tribe s  ce a se d to e xis t
a s  such. Eve n in a borigina l re se rve s  de triba lise d
na tive s  ups e t the  a uthority of the  old m e n, a nd
the  s ocia l orga nis a tion be ga n to crum ble . In
some cases well-meaning missionaries and teach-
e rs  s u c c e e d e d  in  d e s tro yin g  th e  fa ith  o f th e
a borigine s  in the ir old s ocia l orga nis a tion with-
out be ing  a b le  to  re p la ce  it with  a  be tte r one .
Whole  tribe s  suffe re d a s  a  conse que nce .

HALF-CAS TES : Th e n  c a m e  th e  g ro win g
proble m  of the  ha lf-ca s te . As  we ll-m e a ning
b u t u n tra in e d  m e n  trie d  to  g ra p p le  with  th is

created. The  s upe rin te nde n t o f one  m is s ion
(who ha d be e n a n e ngine e r be fore  be com ing a
m is s iona ry) though t he  c ou ld  s o lve  the  ha lf-
ca s te  proble m  by isola ting the m  from  bla cks  or
whites. His  the ory wa s  tha t ha lf-ca s te s  could
no t ha ve  c h ild re n . Th e y s o o n  p ro ve d  h im
wrong! These  ea rly ha lf-ca s te s  we re  the  product
of a  firs t c ros s ; in  m os t ca s e s  one  pa re nt wa s
a borig ina l a nd one  white . The  childre n  of th is
u n io n  we re  u n ifo rm  in  c o lo u r,  a n d  in  m o s t
cases  were  ve ry fine  people . They soon dispe lled
a  com m only he ld the ory tha t a s  "cros s -bre ds "
th e y wo u ld  in h e r it  th e  b a d  p o in ts  o f b o th
p a re n ts  a n d  th e  g o o d  p o in ts  o f n e ith e r. In
ma ny ca se s  it wa s  the  oppos ite . Poultry fa rme rs
ha ve  long re a lis e d the  va lue  of a  "firs t cros s", in
which the  progeny a re  in some  re spects  supe rior
to  e ithe r pa re nt. Bu t the y ne ve r b re e d  from
the se  cross -bre ds ; the y a lwa ys  ma inta in the  two
origina l bre e ds  a nd only us e  the  firs t cros s , a s
the  proge ny of cros s -bre ds  is  unpre dic ta ble  in
qua lity. Hum a ns  ca nnot be  tre a te d a s  poultry,
howe ve r, a nd it wa s  ine vita ble  tha t ha lf-ca s te s
would inte rm a rry. In  th e  No rth e rn  Te rrito ry
m a ny of the  orig ina l ha lf-ca s te s  turne d  out to

b e  m e n  a n d  wo m e n  o f wo n d e rfu l c h a ra c te r
a nd  a b ility. To  m e ntion  on ly one , Ha rry S co tt
(who ca lle d  h im s e lf the  S ky P ilo t's  m a te ) wa s
a t one  tim e  m a na ge r of Nutwood Downs  ca ttle
s ta tion.

MIXED B LO O DS : In some  a reas , e specia lly
the  c ity, the  ha lf-ca s te  proble m  wa s  a cce ntu-
a te d  b y th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f o th e r b lo o d . At
Ma re lla  Mis s io n  Fa rm  we  h a ve  h a d  c h ild re n
with India n, Ne gro a nd othe r blood m ixe d with
a borigina l. Though a borigine s  ca n inte rm a rry
with white s  without "throwing -ba ck" in  colour,
th is  doe s  no t a lwa ys  a pp ly to  thos e  o f m ixe d
b lo o d  o f o th e r d a rk ra c e s . Mo re  th a n  o n e
tra ge dy ha s  re s ulte d owing to this . Two  ligh t-
coloure d a borigina l ha lf-ca s te s  m a y m a rry, for
instance . Th e y h a ve  le a rn e d  th a t in  s u c h  a
union the  childre n would be  a s  light, or lighte r,
tha n  the  pa re n ts P e rh a p s  th e  firs t c h ild  is
a lmos t white , a nd the y a re  ve ry ple a se d. The n
the  s e cond child com e s  a long, a nd it is  a lm os t
black. The  hus ba nd the n  c la im s  tha t it is  no t
his child, though the broken-hea rted wife
a s s u re s  h im  tha t it is . S he  c a nno t p rove  it;
c ircum s ta nce s  a re  a ga ins t he r, a nd pos s ibly it
le a ds  to a nothe r broke n home . Ye t, unknown to
the  pa re n ts , one  o f the m  m a y ha ve  ne gro  o r
o th e r d a rk b lo o d  in  th e ir ve in s ,  a n d  it c o u ld
be  a  ge nuine  "throw --ba ck".

Life  c a n  b e  ve ry h a rd  fo r th e s e  p e o p le  o f
m ixe d blood. The re  a re  m a ny proble m s  to be
ove rcom e ; proble m s  of te m pe ra m e nt, a s  we ll
a s  colour; the  re s tle s sne ss  a nd occa s iona l urge
to  "g o  wa lka b o u t" in h e rite d  fro m  n o m a d ic
ancestors.

Whe n we  cons ide r how m a ny white  pe ople ,
with  ba ckground  a nd  opportun itie s  de n ie d  to
the  ha lf-ca s te , fa il to  turn  out a s  the y s hould ,
s ure ly we  ca n be  pa tie nt a nd s ym pa the tic  with
the  proble ms  of those  of a borigina l de sce nt.

WHAT O F  THE  F UTUR E ? Eve n toda y we
m e e t a  fe w p e o p le  wh o  wo n d e r if it is  wo rth
wh ile  tryin g  to  h e lp  th e  a b o rig in e s  a n d  h a lf-
castes. S om e  vis itors  to the  Mis s ion Fa rm  ha ve
sa id: "Th e  le o p a rd  c a n o t c h a n g e  its  s p o ts ;
you  a re  wa s ting  you r tim e ." . We , a s  Chris -
tia n s ,  b e lie ve  th a t th e  G o d  wh o  m a d e  th e
le opa rd ca n cha nge  it. Nothing is  im pos s ible
to  Go d . We  h a ve  s e e n  to o  m u c h  p ro o f o f
c h a n g e d  live s  to  lo s e  fa ith  o r h o p e . Ma ny
ye a rs  a go the  S ky P ilot worke d a mongs t a  tribe
of a borig ine s  who pra c tis e d  ca nniba lis m  a s  a
re lig ious  rite . Th e s e  m e n  o f C a le d o n  Ba y
ha d  a  te rrib le  re pu ta tion  fo r m urde r a nd  e vil
o f a ll s o rt. To look a t the ir fie rce , cold  e ye s ;
to  s e e  the m  de cora te d  with  fe a the rs  s tuck on
with  h u m a n  b lo o d  a n d  a  s p lin te r o f h u m a n
bone  a s  a  de cora tion  ca rrie d  in  a  ho le  bore d
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be ne a th the  pos trils , m a de  one  fe e l tha t it wa s
hope le s s  trying to conve rt the m  to Chris tia nity.
The  thought ca m e  tha t m a ybe  the ir childre n or
gra ndchildre n could be  won, but not the se  me n
o ld  in  h e a th e n  s in . Bu t  if C h r is t  h a d  n o
p o we r  to  h e lp  th e m ,  wh a t wa s  th e  u s e  o f
pre a ching a  Gos pe l of fa ilure ? The  S ky P ilo t

childre n.
And the  pra ye r wa s  a ns we re d. A fe w ye a rs

la te r,  wh e n  h e  wa s  g o in g  o n  a  tr ip  in to  th e
inte rior of Arnhe m  La nd, whe re  it wa s  not s a fe
for a  white  wom a n to go, he  le ft his  wife  in  the
ca re  of one  of these  converted ex -canniba ls . She
wa s  a  little  n e rvo u s  in  c a s e  th e  m a n  h a d  a
re la p s e ,  b u t th e  S ky P ilo t kn e w th a t wh e n
Chris t comes  into a  man's  life  He  doesn't provide
a  m e re  ve ne e r of c ivilis a tion, He  m a ke s  a  ne w
crea ture .

The re  a re  hundre ds  of a borig ine s  a nd ha lf-
ca s te s  tha t we  ne ve r he a r a bout who a re  living
c le a n ,  h a p p y,  h e a lth y,  u s e fu l live s  a n d  a re
bring ing  up  the ir ch ild re n  in  a  wa y tha t would
put s om e  white  pa re nts  to  s ha m e . The y a re
not "ne ws ". But if a n  a borig ina l goe s  wrong ,
or bre a ks  a n impe rfe ctly unde rs tood white  ma n's
la w, tha t is  he a dline  ne ws .

HO W C AN WE  HE LP ? If the  a borig ine s
a re  to  be  a s s im ila te d , wha t is  the  be s t wa y to
encourage  it? Th is  is  whe re  the re  is  a  g re a t
diffe re nce  of opinion. Some  think the  be s t wa y
is  to  a llow a  da rk c h ild  to  be  ra is e d  by wh ite
foster -parents. One  a dva nta ge  is  tha t the  child
is  we ll fe d, ca re d for a nd us ua lly re ce ive s  a  lot
of love  a nd a ffe ction, a s  we ll a s  s e curity. Bu t
it doe s n 't a lwa ys  work out a s  in te nde d. He re
is  one  of the  da nge rs : le t us  suppose  tha t a  ba by
a b o rig in a l g irl is  "a d o p te d " b y wh ite  fo s te r-
parents. It c ou ld  be  in  a  we a lthy, o r a t le a s t
a  com forta bly we ll off hom e . Aborigina l child-
re n a re  wins om e  a nd a ffe c tiona te  a nd us ua lly
a  gre a t de a l of fus s  is  m a de  ove r the m . The y
a re  a  "nove lty" to the  fos te r -pa re nts  a nd ne igh-
b o u rs ,  a n d  it is  a  te m p ta tio n  to  s p o il th e m .
S uppos e  our little  girl re ce ive s  a ll the  love  a nd
a ffe c tion  tha t a  white  ch ild  would  e n joy. She
grows  up with white  childre n, e njoys  the  s a m e
opportun itie s  a nd  p rivile ge s  a s  a  white  ch ild .
She  goe s  to the  sa me  school a s  the  white  child-
ren. S h e  c o m e s  to  th in k o f h e rs e lf a s  th e
s a m e  a s  th e  o th e r c h ild re n ,  e xc e p t fo r h e r
colour. Young  c h ild re n  a re  no t c o lou r c on -
s c ious , a s  a  ru le , a nd  for s ortie  ye a rs  no  re a l
problems a rise . But a s  she  grows up she  sees the
othe r girls  with the ir boy frie nds , a nd de ve loping
m a tu rity m a ke s  he r c ons c ious  o f the  na tu ra l
urge  to  m ix with  thos e  of the  oppos ite  s e x.

Quite  possibly she never sees anyone of her own

colour. If s he  d re a m s  of m a rria ge  it is  with  a
white  boy, like  thos e  s he  ha s  g rown  up  with .
Bu t whe n  s he  is  fu lly de ve lope d  a nd  inc line d
to become serious in her love  a ffa irs  she  suddenly
finds  the re  is  some thing wrong. P a re nts  of the
boys  s he  ha s  grown up with  who ha ve  a lwa ys
tre a te d he r with the  utm os t kindne s s  a nd s ym -
pa thy s e e m , quite  s udde nly, to  cha nge  in the ir
a ttitude  to he r. She  wa s  a ll right a s  a  child pla y-
m a te  fo r the ir s on , bu t no t a s  a  wife . In  th e
be s t ca se  she  is  kindly but firmly ma de  to unde r-
s ta nd tha t m a rria ge  with the ir s on is  out of the
question. In  othe r ca s e s , s he  is  m ore  or le s s
b ru ta lly to ld  to  look fo r s om e one  o f he r own
colour.

But, be ca us e  of he r upbringing, s he  ha s  ha d
little  o r n o  o p p o rtu n ity o f m e e tin g  c o lo u re d
boys  with  the  s a m e  ba c kg round  a s  s he  ha s .
Ve ry ofte n s he  m ore  or le s s  cons c ious ly fe e ls
supe rior to othe r ha lf-ca s te s ; she  ma y e ve n look
down on  the m . Only too  o fte n  s he  is  de te r-
m ine d  to  m a rry a  wh ite  boy. In  the  e nd  s he
m a y d is c ove r tha t the  on ly wh ite  m e n  willing
to  m a rry a  c o loure d  g irl a re  no t the  type  s he
ha s  be e n  b rough t up  with . The re  a re  e xce p-
tions , of cours e , bu t it o fte n  ha ppe ns  tha t the
coloure d girl brought up a m ongs t be tte r -c la s s
white  pe ople  is  de spe ra te ly lone ly. The re  is  a
da nge r tha t s he  will fe e l c he a te d , de c e ive d ,
frus tra te d. S he  re a lis e s  tha t s ocie ty ha s  fixe d
a  gulf be twe e n he r a nd he r dre a m s . In s om e
cases  she  becomes bitte r and re sentful; she  may
e ve n le a rn to ha te  thos e  who ha d be e n s o kind
to  he r whe n  s he  wa s  little . Sometimes she  is
te m pte d to  ta ke  wha t s he  ca n ge t from  life ; to
a s s ocia te  with  white  m e n outs ide  of m a rria ge .
But true  a nd  la s ting  ha ppine s s  doe s  not lie  in
this  dire c tion. Ma yb e  s h e  is  le ft with  a  c h ild
tha t s he  ca nnot s upport una ide d. Is  it  to  b e
ta ke n from he r? Wha t doe s  life  ho ld  fo r he r
now? Is  s he  go ing  to  d rift a nd  d rift un til s he
no longe r ca re s?

Th is  is  why we  fe e l tha t c o lou re d  g irls  a nd
b o ys  s h o u ld  h a ve  th e  o p p o rtu n ity o f m ixin g
with  thos e  o f the ir own  c o lour; o f le a rn ing  to
re s p e c t a n d  to  lo ve  o th e rs  o f th e ir ra c e ; o f
m a king  ha ppy hom e s ,. whe re  the y c a n  b ring
up the ir the ir own childre n . As s im ila tion  m us t
c o m e , it WILL C O ME, b u t th e re  is  d a n g e r in
trying to  ha s te n it unwis e ly. As s im ila tion is  not
m e re ly b re e d ing  ou t the  co lour a s  qu ickly a s
possible. The re  is  no ca us e  to be  a s ha m e d of
colour. Th e re  is  a  p la c e  in  o u r c o m m u n ity
fo r a borig ine s  a nd  m ixe d  b loods ; a n  honour-
a b le  p la ce , a  us e fu l p la ce . An d  a ll d e c e n t
wh ite  p e o p le  (a n d  th e s e  fo rm  th e  m a jo rity)
will hold out a  ha nd of frie ndship, of re spe ct, of
a ffe c tio n  to  o u r d a rk b ro th e rs  a n d  s is te rs .
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