
ful sl o.ve whoo his Lord s h all put over 
his household to give thee their food 
in due season? 3lesscd is t!J.nt serv­
ant whoa his Lord wl1.en l:e co::.1os shall 
find so doing. Truly I say to you He 
will set hi1:>. over nll that he has". 
In addition to this pror:1isc of' reward 
for fai thfulnoss, Jesus acldeO. n warn­
ing to tho sorva!1.t who neglected t2o 
rainistry to which God ~"!ad appointed 
hia. Jesus compared b.in to a hu.~an 
slave wb.01:1 his nas tor fou."1.d negligent 
a...~d un.:f~ithf'ul who was severely 

1scourged and rejected as n hypocrite, 
and Jesus .added "there shall be weep­
ing and gnashing of teeth" · (Matthew 
24: 51). 
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ln the last few mon ths a two­
fold phenomenon has impressed itself 
on my min d. The first is the enptiness 
of some of the sermons I h ave heard. 
They have been well constructed, and 
delivered with a good deal of aoquence 
and ability, but they have h ad no con ­
tent; they have been empty. Though 
t h e structure was good, a:hd t h e vocab­
ulary and delivery shewed that t h e 
preachers were experien ced, they were 
saying nothing of a...i-1y significance. I 
arr. not surprised t h at no-on 0 comes to 
hear them. The reason for this empti­
ness is t h at t h ere has not been proper 
preparation, because the mliListers are 
so bus'y in other excellen t tlLings that 
t h ey h ave not the time for preparation. 
Th ey learn to deliver serraons with a 
min i mum anol.ll'lt of preparation but with 
a lot of experie~ce a.~d skill i n 
delivery. But however well polished, 
an empty sermon will result in empty 
churches. The sermon that is full of 
teaching about God cas."Ulot be delivered 
without thorough preparation . First 
there is required the long term prep­
aration of oonstant reading and think­
ing about God and the world, and our 
relation ships with God, a...--id His pur­
poses. Secondly there is required the 
i n tense short term preparation that 
needs to go into each sermon . 

But t h ese days ministers are so 
busy building up their congregations 
by every other methodthu~ by the prep­
aration of their addresses that they 
have n ot time to prepare properly. 
Twice t h is last 'Week I have heard the 

•, 
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nis0rnblo sopl'd.sr.1 that t!.-;.o bGG t prep··· 
urat:! on :for a sermon is ic.:.-ioclc:i;.!g 
arou.:.Ld JciLG pc:.risi1 getting to k..'1.m.r 
pooplc o Of' cou.ro0 n mi.nioter must 
lmow pooplo hat ho Joc.r:.1.8 tlri.s by bei.:1.g 
:J. por8cn" '::1h0 juu 1:; c l::.ir:: on :1.is ti::i13 
ia to seok to undorstc-..nd tho mind of 
God t:hrougl1. p::'nyer c-..nd road.ir..g 9 ::L"'l.cl 

t:-:..c:i ~wco:id:::..y to prop0.re h:ls so:rmon. so 
that ho h2.!J s::>::aothing t::> .s:::i.y .-rnon tho 
po::> pl o co:;:o to 11.onr himo Otho !:'wise 
thov w·on. D t come~ c.nd who bl2..'1Gs tho~:i7 

The uocond pheno:::iono:i is who.. t 
nay bo cn:lod. the :£li_g:1.t :frou tho 
pc~.rish r.tlnistry to spcc.i.al mini.stri.GG 
2.nd cho.plninciosc- I learnt this weok 
that in o:no of the ln:t"gcs t A;::1eri can 
thcolo gi.onl 001.lcges there is :10t a 
studo>.Lt who proposes -~: o enter the 
orci:La:::i.ry ynri.3h minis try but they c.ro 
nl:i.. keu:n ·':;o do on.0 of' these apoc.::1-c.l-· 
isod hclpi.ng ni:1.istr:.:.o:::o Lc..c c10scly 
re::..ntod :is tl:o f'e..ct that r::iany L!i.nistors 
.in ·'.::;l'le parishes aro aT....xious to lea.Ye 
tho po.ri.s:-: ::::in.:ts t.ry for oomo !-:el.ping 
1:1inis t:ry o Yet these helpir.g r:1inis t ,,. 
ri.os o.ru :riot r;1ini s trios of tho 'lord of' 
God t~-:ough they doubtless provide 
oppo"Ctu::.i ties for Chr i s tiru.'l witness 
ju.st liko c:.~':Y othor job prov ides the 
opp or bu..."Li ty f'ror.; t i uc to tiwc for a 
man to wi t::::css t o his fai tho The 
essontj_a]_ Chri s tian r.:d.nist:cy :ls preach-"' 
ing t:20 Uord of God:· as ar.. evangelist 
o r as a p;:irish mi nis t er o r both o 
S t Pau l t old Timo thy t hat tho se r:1in~, 
ister s who labour in t ho Word a..11.d in 
t Gach ing arc specially worthy of 
doub l e h onour (I Timo 5 gl6)o The 
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arou:1.d tl1.e paris:i.1 getting to k:.10~"' 
pooplo" Of' colU'Ge n m:£ .. ...-1iotor must 
lmow people bu~ ho J.oo.r:.1.8 tltls by bei:1.g 
:J. porscn -. '::'li0 juo r; c l :::.i::: on :1.is ti::n3 
is to seok to undorstc:..."ld tho mind of' 
God. tnrougb. }):::'nyor e.nd road..irc.g 9 a.'1.cl 
t l-,.on soco:1d:.y to prapc..ro his sermon. s o 
that ho h2.!J s::>:aothi.ng to sny wnon tho 
po::> pl G co.;.:u to hoar hi::n., Otho -::'wise 
tho y wo;:i ~ t; come~ 2nd who bla.:ios tho:n? 

The 00oond phonowono:l is wm t 
nay bo cn2..lcd the :ilig:1.t :fror.1 tho 
pc.rish ni.nistry to speci.n.L ministr:..es 
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EJ.2.n to wi t:c.oss to his fai tho The 
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ing t2.o Uord of God~ as ai."'"! evangelist 
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S t Pau l t ol d Timo thy t hat tho se i:1in~, 
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reason is because the knowledge of 
God~ s Word is the basis of' Christia.."'1. 
:faith and Chris ti an fellowship., This 
is why tho ninistry of Godis Word is 
so important and so honourabloc It in 
the ossontial oi.nistry., Without 
faithful i true :1 ai-id thoughtful preach·­
ing or teaching of God~s Word~ the 
Christian church will ovaporatoo 

In the sixth chapter of hcts wo 
ha.Ve a..."1 in tores ting ill us trel ti on of 
tho suprer:ie ir.rportn:.<1.c-:o of tho pnrish 
r-1inistry of' preaching and teaching tho 
Word of God to the people of God., The 
yoilllg Christia...n. church in Jorusalor:i 
was growing in numbers r nn.d the grow­
ing fellowship called for now patterns 
of servicee So@e aonbers of tho church 
were being neglected in tho distribut­
ion o:f financial help,, now to assist 
in relieving the poverty of' w·idows is 
a noble~ loving~ helping ministry' 
but the apostles~ who had been called 
to tho ministry of the Word of God~ 

steadfastly refused to be drmv21 into 
this helping ministry or to allow 
their time to be absorbed by ito They 
said that they would leave it to 
others to look after tho widows; but 
that they themselves would concentrate 
on the essential ministry to w~icl~ God 
had called them~ This r~nistry was 
twofold~ preaching tho Word as oppor­
tu.,i ty occurred (as on the Day of 
Pentecost and preaching in the Syna·~ 

gogue) and teaching the Christia.~ 
group from the Word of God and prayero 
We read in Acts 12 that the Christian 
converts continued in the apostles' 

( 
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toachingo It was this r.tlnistry of 
teaching tbat the e.postles were dotor­
r:iirwd to pro to ct by refusing to allow 
other things~ excellent though these 
woro, to crowd it out. Tho reason is 
simple~ the Word of God is vital for 
evoking Christian faith, so that if 
there is no Word of God preached, 
there will be no Christiansp however 
busy people nay be discharging these 
11.elping ninistrios.,. Faith comes by 
hearing and hearing by the Word o:f 
Christ, but how shall they hear~ asked 
St Paul, U:."'1.less people proacho The 
Christian religion is a religion of 
faith; faith in Jesus as Lord~ :faith 
thu.t God b.ns raised Hin :from the deadr 
faith tl~at our Lord is cooing again to 
be the judge u...,d rewarder of those who 
seok Ei1:1, faith that we will share i:n 
that coning kingdomo From this f'aithr 
this Christinn world view, this recog­
nition o:f Jesus as Lord, flows out 
Christian living in business and in the 
hoE10" But this :faith needs constnnt 
nurture from the Word of God~ a;.-id God 
calls ministers of the Word to this 
task and they in turn need to givo 
therasclvcs to it 2.11.d to the preparafun 
which it requires if' it is to be ful­
filledc The Christian church is 
nothing else than fellowship in Godv 
a.~d this fellowship is deepened and 
.maintained by the teaching of' the Word 
o:f God by the ni.."'1.istoro Without this 
teaching there can be no fellowship, 
thnt isc no churcho 

is 
Tho minis try of t.bc Word of 

a supernatural ministry. 
God 
Its 
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moasagc is about supG1"11.atural thi~gG 

a.--id its power dep ends 0:1. God~s Spir:'..t l 
If' this mini3try is "to bG p crsevo:::'cd 
wi tl: to tho end of' ti1.o mi.nis-te::c~ s l~. :.:'o 
ho h::.mself will nee d. con s .':;a:-:tl.y to b e.. 
ro·;r:i.~.;ed i1 :J"r:::!_ t~.1. u Pc..u!... 3n::..6. ~ aooD..I1u 1 
he wa.s ~-i.0 ·1; ::.shG.wC!d of the gospel as 
i.t was tho pcwor o f' Gcd to S2.lvation 
t,o ovo ryono who bel:i.ovos ~ wr ... l.c~ 1::howod 
that ho :rocog.n~ zod .its supoT..,na t.u.ral 
char-actor cut t:llu.·c he u lso YU:lC'W tho 
tempt<:tion to ~G c.ch'.:!.1::od o f ~-:~ 3.A'!C. to 
give i t up~ bu-'.:; lie: p c.;-sC7u.1."'u d c::.nd 
f i~~a~u d t tu oourso~ ao ho 
susta~nod by faith in God's 
r owa:rd, the crmN11. o f' life ,, 

put -' ,_ 
.A.. v ~ 

promi.sed 

To preach t~o ~ord of God 
requi.rus faith on the prond-:ur 2 13 part., 
Now this i.s n o ·t needed to ~he snno 
ox -tent; in the hclp:.~1g mi:ni.str.i c s ; as 
hero y ou c2.:--: so <:: t:'.!c go~d th1t; yo:i ;-:,:;_~c 

doin :3'· I :.. ; _;:,;:; ,_, 6 -::; ~w:;0 w::.o 1.::""1dortook 
the minis:;!.'Y c:f d.2.s·tribut:i.:lg mon e y to 
tho wido -vrn could s oe tho joy on ·sl'lu 
widows' fnces 2.~ld hc:::i.r 1.;~1.o:'...r \'rord.s of' 
grntitudo.. Thoy ha.d al so tho sati s "~ 

factio:: o f' healing tho wou.n.d in. the 
Chri.stian :fellowship~ It wc.s a roal 
service, a:::1d its fruits wore plain "' 
Yot ·cho e..postles refu sed. to be 0..rc::.vm 
::.nto this helping !:i1inistry~ saying 
that thoy would give t.hor.iscl-v·os co tho 
ministry of the 'iford of' God n::;.d prc:.yon 
This is r-i. min.:ist:ry i;1 which the rd.n:i s.~ 
ter hiiusolf may o ~ften see little fruit" 
He wi.11 only maintain his ministry if 
his own fni th .i'l the supernatural world 
and in Chrfa:;t as Lord remai n s bright., 
For this he needs to give time to 

l 

3ible reading and prayer. 

The apostles told the Christian 
church that they would continue stead­
fast in prayer and min istering tho 
Word of God. Both are supernatural 
activities, prayer and preaching God's 
Word. They both go toget~e:i:t for with­
out prayer on the min ister's part his 
own faith will grow dim, and his words 
will be with out power, for it is the 
Spirit of God who applies t h e words to 
the hearts 0£ the hearers to bring 
forth fruit for eternal life, and 
uriless the minister 1 s words arise from 
prayer they will not be the words 
which the Spirit can use, for they 
will not be t he words which God gives. 

Persevering in prayer is diffi­
cul tJ it takes time, a..~d the preparat­
ion of the message takes time. If a 
minister believes he is called to the 
ministry of the Word of God he would 
do well to follow the example of the 
apostles and curtail other activities, 
even though they are excellent ones of 
helping other people in t h eir need. 
That must be left to others who arc 
not called to the ministry of the Word 
of God. But this lin e of action can 
only be followed if the minister him­
self is seized with the reality of the 
superna tural world and with God's 
supernatural purposes. He must be 
conscious that the Gospel is the power 
of God to salvation to everyone who 
believes. And our Lord has a word 0£ 
encouragement and warning& He said to 
Hi~ disciples "Vlho then is the faith-

J 



message is abou t supernatu.r~l t hiJgG 
a.-rid its power dopoz:ds o:-:i. God~s Spi.:r5..t c 
If' -chis mi.ni3t:ry is to bG p cr s ovorcd 
wi tl-: to tho end of tho mir-i.s ·co::...'°'; s li.~e 
ho h:..msol:f wilJ. nee d conG .':;n.:-: tl.y to b e, 
re-~r:i.ved i.1 J~ c:: __ ·C~J.o Pc·.:u.:2 .. 3~::_~ =..:-2 rtor:ir.ti.lU 1 

c;ospol as 
to S2.lvation 

he W3.S no ·t c:.st.nmo d of the 
J.. t ·was tho pcwor o:f God 
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give i t up~ tnr'.:: he, p c _cs (·-:ro.o."0d c..nd 
f i~i s~u d t t0 course~ a a ho put it~ 
sus tainod by fed. th in God~ s promi.s0d 
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factio::. of' healing tl~o wound in the 
ChriDtian fellowship.. It wc_s a real. 
service, a:J.d its :fruits were plainw 
Yet -::;he 2.postles refu sed to be 0..rc:.wn 
:..nto this help ing ministry ~ saying 
th.at thoy would give thor:iscl-v·os co tho 
minis try of' the -;Jard of' God o..~d prc:.yon 
This is r-i. m:in.:is try i~1 whicl-i tho r;;i.n:i s.~ 
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a.i.J.d in Chri.st as Lord remai n s bright., 
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Eible reading and prayer. 

The apostles tol.d the Christian 
churci-i that they would continue stead­
fast in prayer and min istering tho 
Word of' God. Both are supernatural 
activities, prayer and preaching God's 
Word. They both go toget~e~f'or with­
out prayer on the minister's part his 
own faith will grow dim, and his words 
will be without power, for it is the 
Spirit o:f God who applies t h e words to 
the hearts of the hearers to bring 
f'orth fruit f'or eternal lif'e, and 
unless the minister's words arise f'ro m 
prayer they will not be the words 
which the Spirit can use, for they 
will n ot be t he words which God gives. 

Persevering in prayer is di£f'i­
cul t J it takes time, a."'ld the prepara t­
ion of' the message takes time. If' a 
minister believes he is called to the 
ministry of the Word of God he would 
do well to follow the example of' the 
apostles and curtail other activities, 
even though they are excellent ones of' 
helping other people in t h eir need. 
That must be lef't to others who arc 
not called to the ministry of the Word 
of God. But this line of action can 
only be followed if' the minister him­
self is seized with the reality of' the 
supernatural world a.~d with God's 
superna tural purposes. He must be 
conscious that tl~ Gospel is the power 
of' God to salvation to everyone who 
believes. And our Lord has a word 0£ 
encouragement and warning& He said to 
Hi~ disciples "Who then is the faith-
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:ful sl u.ve whoo his Lord s hall put over 
his household to give t~eo their food 
in due season? 3lessod is t!m.t serv­
ant whom his Lord when i::e co::1os shall 
find so doing. Truly I sny to you He 
will set hin over all that he has". 
In addition to this prooisc of reward 
for faithfulness, Jesus acldeci n warn­
ing to tho serva:1t who neglected t~e 
;;iinistry to which God :~ct appointed 
hio. Jesus compared hin to a hu.~an 
slave who1:1 his oas ter fou...-id negligent 
a...~d ur...f'~ithful who was severely 

1scourged and rejected as n hypocrite, 
and Jesus .added "there shall bc ·woep-
ing and gnashing of' teoth 11 • (Matthew 
24:51). 

q i!e/70. 3.5.70. 
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