


TR Bl Sl “Dﬁcembﬁr I31, 1910.|" Tk?eIP he turned tlogr{\éa a_Pd said,
"That's the last time | shall ever write ' ." Tomor
A WONDERFUL row morning | shall write 'January 1, 1911!""
TIME IN 1970 Being a very young boy, | was impressed by this
y ] awesome transition from one year to another, and |
Scripture: Genesis 1:1 said, "Dad -" _ . No, come to think of it, | didn't
BRI D 90D b ettt call him DadBack in that era it was Mama and Papa,
e it b i Grandma and Grandpa. Dad is a latter-day usage. |

said, "Papa, what do you think 1911 will be like?"

N A @ short time 1970 will be on our hdhes. My father always shot from thélehipurned and

questlOns arise. What will it mean to us? Whatlewssled a finger at me and said, "Norman, | tell you
1t do to wws?d What caredo witht? These are  this: it will be just exactly what you and | and God do
thoughts ‘whidome naturally with each year's engith it.And he added, "Don't forget it. That goes for
And these questions have an answer. every year you'll ever live.

By vay of suggestgh@ this answer might be, | Well, long” before my father thought of this, Ralph
Ido Emerson suggested that one should write on his

would dike t@ & little mcldent. A night ortwo a
when | was thmkmg about this sermon | went Hewnrt that every year can be the best year he ever lived.
memory's@il to DecembeB1, 1910.Perhapsot And Plato was always sayin? to take charge of your life,
manym this congregatiotan go back that fan for you can do what you will withetefore | should
memoryBut Ic@ visualize the date very clearly. Miyjke to give you a text for the Ndtv waaldn't
f@herwas a mmlster of the Gospel in the city of b€ia bad idea to write it down somewhere so you could
cmnati andghough he was quite liberal-minded, bensult it now and th&ut it is so short that all You
was at least m one respect an old-fashioned maweedde do is write it on your consciolbisessil

of the year, the middle

@ways wrote letters by hand, painstakinglm and lsd®ryou through the beginnin

10usly. remember that on this particular New Yeaf'she year, and the end of thi igatdme first four

Eve he was writing a letter and he put on at tiwrtspwith which the Bible begins: "In the beginning
God .. " (Genesis 1:1) Hakeat the start and

you will have a wonderful time in 1970.

COPYRIGHT 1969 by FOUNDATION FOR CHRISTIAN 1996 people might ob{&td),wcan you be sure of
this?We haven't done all that well TrAri®66f.

This is a recordescription of rreatelige eximea f
n?ﬁUSW bygr. ?eale at Marble g%ggglate ChULCh-h course we haven't done what we hoped in every respect.
thousand® o veosamith these  \ye had riots - not as widespread as the previous year,
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the national inter@siaffic in obscenities continu - " ;
@re agthere. And we are still involved in distre%'gd"heizi !c?) tf;gtby%gdprglonugrsGew .. . " That is the chart
&tﬁér}gtcj)ovcgzll?nﬂlctsln somerespectsve haven't N?w let's get down to a few simple things. You will

But, you know, friends thereis somethingreat mevtably have some hardships in 1970; you will have
about the human race. It can be dirty; it can be vigieh pro{pler;mtj_ will hac\j/e SOTHS dli,apfpomtme_nts
it can be rotten and wicked; but it can also BRI TGOS - and you afe now atays goiig
tremendously great. So, having counted our weakhe sUp ﬁ YEL, BESEmie U lyou i e L5 U youa
and sins in these last days of 1969, let us alsoaméth MUCH 5 aySV%rC\gg'rfuslotir%te us suggest some goo
ber the greatnesses. Among other things accompl§ g h Hecuth A ti M
we s@nt togmen thg intrepid spirits, Armstrongl o ONE 15 LO practice the art of Torgeting. Man

” %i hat he remembers, but man is also what he forgets.

Aldnn and Collms, who literally took their lives in t : ; . .
hands but were unafraid. Hg\ve you ever noti of the healthiest Echlfngs a.humar;] being can dois
types they choose for these trips into space? 1€ = rga%ter of forgetting. W ate\r/]er you do
not choose men whose morals are doubtful. Qg into 1970 your resentments, your hates, you:
not selectgmw®o €ave no faith. They do not aflongpur tappointments, your regrets. There
men whose mtegnty 1s open to question. In evaRP i uch 1mpedlmenta albout that. It will wear. you
stance the space authorities choose men of cAS4etefhe tE.‘”g.,EO ‘?r? at ){e,agst%nd is tto drog all that
God-fearing men. Why? Because they have to;bg Itﬁs IEgr | - LIMCOUNTIIRILE, B Cast @ro

e future. Did it ever occur to gou that if you

2 O Q]
E?gﬁsc),%lin%r\]/v Epg?'cafr?rbeorc]i%ptehr:ggd_tfgo:\(.ng\wd .l_'- he letter t off the word forget, it becomes the word
thegyls anoteeason. If you are going to send JR? Forge ahead! It is a great art to know how to
out mto great @xthagséace of Almighty God yold get.Drop it,skip itlet it go - whatever it is.
should send men of Imagmatlve comprehension ts@new.

God in itall. . .
| ; ; . Peale one time made a trip to South Dakota
Man's capacity to remember God and determlne@’%\g&m connection with our denomination. She at

@is @lp to achieve great objectives and the God 4 : .

- ok a meeting in a country churchedpére.
e ageigte Mridhinepine an bl oo o s tewn e e from hund?eds of milesyaround tobthis meeting.
@Bd they had a big church dinner -a regular old
ashioned church dinner. Mrs. Peale sat across the table
present-day social problems, like in the cities gﬁﬁr’f@rd-b'tten South Dakota farmer who was very
schools. ' aC|tu.r|n —tnot vrvﬁhat yOlEI cdogld cal[fa ﬁonverﬁjatlonahst

i ' et i e ent mar@pe wanted to see if she could engage

It Ga0ys ayorleiiies ShiSPR.IRIS oo od Ilfgﬁ_frﬁ@n conversation and the first thing she thought to

de@lte all our faulgl tilures we are a good peopl ; X : "
@ was, "How have the crops been this year?
IE 115 3 gbod, yearaenamut alicha~geparyear g ohnrm%rally would ask a farmer that.
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"The crops?'he repliedWell, ma'amto tell you hard on it.always did ad lib - that ipreach with
the truththey weren't very gobButst, we had a visita out notefecause that way I could look the congrega
tion of grasshoppefbey ate up most of our crops. tion in the eyes and communicate man-o-rt@an,
And then we had a big dust storm. The dust storm speaknot over a manuscript. | know this doesn't make

buried all the rdstost 90% of my croghé&n he for perfectiobbut anyway it is the way I like to do it.
added;Some people were worse off than thasyh. And | would go home after preaching and get hot all
My brother lost everything." over because Wwould suddenly realisatthe best

My wife was appalledby thedesolation thdthe thing 1 had had in mind tolsdign't sa@r | had
man described. Sheuldn'thelp saying, "Isn'that said some stupid thikmd | would think to myself,
awful'How did you standHbiv did you live?" Why didn't | say that? OWhy in the world did |

The man had a weatherbesiremg countenance, say that!

looking like it had been carved out of stone, like those One day | took this up with amrb&hephilo
figures of four Presidents on the Black Hills of Southsophical preachete told me!Listen,son, prepare

Dakota.lt lighted up with a sriliéell, ma'am,"he your sermon honestly, pray to God algmutifitinto

said, "it doesn't bother me any more peaasse, the pulpit and do the best you can lwithwihen

that's over and | just aim to fordit ivas a man you walk down out of the pulpit forddteitton

who had labored with the good earth for yeasa gregation will - so you might as well make it unani
sons of prosperity and in seasons of dlwaisthe mous!"

practicedthe principle"In thebeginningGod ... " This is itNo matter what your failures or frustra
and he mastered the art of forgdttjngt aim to tions or disappointments or resentments have been in
forget it." 1969, let them Ytke up your mind you are going

owevery one of us needs to practice that attituddo take hold of 1970 and shake the life oDtay it.
In fact,it is a very important part of effective living. the t off of forget and forge amedte basis of the

Do all you can about a proldaemwhen you have text "In the beginning God". .

done all you cabhen don't try to do any mdiai've Another important thing to do is to live a day at a
done itForget itskip it,and look to the futufarget time and take it as it coHm& you seen a 1970

it. calendar yetw¥ell, you know somethidg?order to

get to January 2nd you have to live through January 1st
REMEMBER when | first started preaching sermons. - no other way. And you don't want to spend January

No matter how long you have beethatsét, 1st with December 31st and December 30th and De
mons you have preached don't céhatonly one that cember 29th piled on your back- or spend it worrying
matters is the one you are preachinddAmbwou about January 2nd/hoever figured out the calendar
never get to the point where you think you know hofigured it out rightive a day at a time and live on
to do it.At least | don't. the basis of easy doe®iin't get too worked up about

Well, as a young minister | had this church in Rhode it. Just take it as it comes.
Island,and in preparing a sermon | would work real I havea quotationfrom Marcus Aurelius which
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somebody sent me, which will lend a classical no?i@g ai?gné He must practice equanimity. He must be

\ Ahi in
inrote thiso Bud sach 4y a¢ though onat et never Well, if that is good for a doctor, itis good for an
@istered, ngvapathetic, never attitudinizing - here ndividual, and it is %ood for a society. A society must
1s the Iée ect|%n of characteay At d@ime as ne_ver_gethso distur ed,fs_o wrought Vldp, that it cannot
though It were your last day . . . Don't be flust C in the presence o its crises. We must practice
Sonhe et Rl RLunS: s T Gfest ol oUEicS ek e have 5o
: ink w w . W¢

; . : : t into. If we had enough people practicing equa
try to be something you're not; be what you are, dof 9 gl .
1) petemBon e e Sometiudcbe” *CHinty oty s Socey e wouldclanod e probins
((j:ause Atschop e A SSLE USRS, iy g S M ht-up people trying to take leadership. But people
MESS coemvde, Vil WiciiSe SOMiey yICUE=CH 20N S S pattern their lives on the bakitlé beginnin

poses. Don't build barriers. Don't attitudinize. Sl U e S L i bt AL UL
One of the greatest physicians of, modern t'mesGa%a%ake e ochrises. L Yy

Canadian-borfir William Osler.He was knighted
after he went to England to teach at Oxford, followimg= < .55 dramatically illustrated in one of the cam
twenty years as a professorin this country at the Upi pus nots on the West Coast a year or so ago. Some
vegy of Pennsylvania and Johns Hopkins. On one oc gitators who make a profession of it came to the college
casion when Osler had been asked to give a commengg the purpose of starting a riot. They had a thousand
ment talk at the College of Medicine of the Universitytwo young people involved. This riot was well ad

of Pennsylvania - a tough assignment because it meapértised’in advance and it became known to the Campus
addressing a lot of young medical men on what a doad@tisade for Christ. That organization, like the Fellow
ought to be - he consulted the writings of Antoninus ship of Christian Athletes, includes in its membership
Pius ( again a Roman emperor, the predecessor of Mewmme of the great athletes of our time - great basket

cus Aurelius) and he found Antoninus had said that dvedl, baseball, track and football men. They decided
quality every human being should cultivate as arthahif outside agitators could move in on this campus,
po!dt aspect of his character is equanimity. So $or could they. So they movexhdninfiltrated the

Wilham Osler told those doctors-to-be that, while ¢fyd. There was a peppery, agitated little fellow who
had to havmedical knowledge and had to be wefpad” the microphone and was telling the students what
trained and had to be scientists, nevertheless they sl'gﬂﬁ were going to do. People were calling to him, and

remember above all else that no one would eve Y9 he asked, "Someone else want to speak?"
at is where he made his big mistake, for a big

good doctor unless he has eqgubmnimiickroom ] " |
where he finds himself confronted with a crisis ofP(Pﬁ‘Qaél sg?cﬁ)ta“lguargoﬁtvsglétapgsvggglkh!'ngnsc?rr?: %grSne s
and death a doctor must never show to anybod G ! " d

or even reveal to himslélf, thz\:xlt he isWnot magter \g{gﬂ,%f(bok the microphone away from the little fellow.
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"Sure, | want to speak." Then he started tellinghéehdollowing New Year's Eve. One had died. And
crowd about what a mess he had made of his life udtiting their New Year's Eve part?;_ they opened the
Jesus Christ got hold of him. At this kind of stseakpsl envelopes. Here is the way things had worked out
talk the little fellow wanted the microphone bafd; $nrhe of them:

he took a look at the man who had it and decided tdhe first expectation to be read was by a man and
forget about it. And before they were through the Garnsaid: "In the next year all that | can expect is more
pus Crusade for Christ had turned the would-befritite old, miserable same."

into a great inspirational meetin% Young people will ddnd what did you get?" they asked.

for anybody who gives them the right kind of leaddihat is exactly what | got," he answered.

ship. One woman had listed ten thindgs which she frankly

It is time we stopped being flustered and, as Marexpected to receive, but she had added, "if it be God's
Aurelius says, apathetic. It is time we stopped attitudihthat | should have them." Nine of them had come
izing and started doing our bit to regenerate Ametimgass. One was denied. .
society. They opened the envelope of the man who had died.

He had written: "None of the men in my family has
;) ND then ﬁnallg one more thing | would suggestsimvived beyond the age of sixty.| shan't either." He
making 1970 a wonderful year is to expect draatexpected to die during the year. And he did - one

hings and put your life in God's hands. Have imghth before he would have been sixty.

hopes, have great dreams, have great belief. See visilansther mamad written, "Theestrictiv@lanet
and believe in them. Believe that life is good arhttrat is in Capricorn, my birth sign; so | look for

it is going to be better and the best is yet to come. difficultieand frustrationsMe got thentpo. One
know something? You are very likely to get justwehrsn participating remarked that Capricorn was her
you expect. birth sign too, but she hadn't known she was supposed

A group of people got together one New Year'stiovédnave troubles that year. And she didn't.
and started talkin\;\;l about New Year's resolutions. Thedow maybe this gives an oversimplified picture of
somebody said, "What do you say we discuss our Neat expectations do, but | think it Is true that if you
\Y{ear'?s expectations. What do you expect from the Igmgect great things of God, great things will come from

ear?" od.

And presently the suggestion was made that eSolpractice the art of forgetting; live with equanimity,
one take pencil, paper and envelope, write dowrbwthget in there and ﬁ?ht; and expect that more of the
he e>§oects from the coming year and seal it Woubte and blessing of God will be ﬁoured upon you
sealed envelopes would then be put in the hands oBndaipon our world. Let's take it from here - "In the
of the group and they would all meet on the nextbdéerinning God ..

Year'sEve to seewhathad happendd theirex
pectations. Prayer: Our Heavenly Father, we who have lived up
Well, all but one of these people gathered agairthi® point in time, the end of the year of our Lord
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