Wi

0081

Back to God
“FHour

-2 =
T - S __\
NO LONGER :
. > :
WO s
=

0811843

DENOMINATIONAL BROADCAST
OF THE REFORMED CHURCHES

OF AUSTRALIA



NO LONGER TWO
“They are no longer two but one....”
Matthew 19:6

I am curious whether you would be interested in
hearing some new ideas concerning marriage. I mean
really new ones. Ideas that used to be considered new
with respect to marriage several years ago have been
pretty well accepted, so we cannot consider these
ideas really new anymore. I am thinking of the idea
of “open marriage,” for instance. That was a mar-
riage relationship that supposedly opened both part-
ners to all kinds of new kinds of possibilities. Also,
there has been talk about some kind of a renegotiable
marriage contract, one that would come up for re-
newal every two or five years.

Mostly the talk over the last decade, and even
longer, has emphasized the individuality of each mar-
riage partner. For instance, women should be allowed
to develop in terms of who they themselves are; they
should have their own careers, for example. Hus-
bapds should not stand in their way—wives are
human beings, too.

The feminist movement has injected many of the
commonly accepted ideas concerning marriage into
the current situation: We cannot talk about marriage
anymore without stressing the equality of husbands
and wives. One of these days husbands will be re-
quired to pay their wives for the work they do—at
least they will have to pay into the social security
system for all the work their wives do for nothing.

And then, for some of us, there is the agitation that
has been caused by the attempt to pass the Equal
Rights Amendment to the Constitution. That too has
had its impact on marriage, and there are some who

paint a dire picture of what will happen to marriage if
that amendment is ever passed.

So there are many things being said about mar-
riage these days, and even more things being thought
and wondered about. Many people are actually very
confused about marriage. Maybe you are one of
them. I know I am sometimes. Sometimes people
come to me and talk about marriage in ways that
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seem very strange to me, but they talk so persua-
sively and are so convinced themselves of the value
of their viewpoint that they nearly succeed in convinc-
ing me. And sometimes, when I read the things that
are being written about it and when I see material
about marriage on television, I wonder what the
truth really is with respect to this subject.

But as I said, the somewhat unsettling and so-
called “new” ideas about marriage have been around
for quite a while now, and it is hardly accurate to call
them new anymore. And that's why I asked whether
you would be interested in considering some ideas
which, in contrast to what is being said these days
about marriage, seem to be new. They are certainly
new in the sense that they are nearly novel.

When I become confused about marriage, I always
find that it helps to think about these “new” ideas I
want to talk with you about. For they give me insight
and perspective I can get nowhere else. Actually the
ideas I am discussing are not new at all—they are the
oldest ideas there are so far as marriage is concerned.
They are ideas that come from the biblical informa-
tion we have about marriage.

When one looks at this material in the light of the
present situation regarding marriage, the ideas I am
referring to are revolutionary and exciting. And I
wonder if things are beginning to change somewhat
nowadays, so that people who perhaps five years ago
would have rejected these ideas might now be willing
at least to consider what the Bible says about the sub-
ject. When we consider this, we find the Bible’s view-
point so useful that adopting it will cause our mar-
riages to become much more satisfying than they
presently are. They will become more stable, I sup-
pose, but stability and endurance are not the most at-
tractive things about marriage. A marriage must be
good, even exciting, wholesome and enjoyable, if it
is to be what we want marriage to be. And this new
idea, which is actually very old, can make marriage
all of these.

So then, let’s take a look at the biblical ideas con-
cerning marriage, but before we do I would just like
to observe that it is not particularly strange that these

ideas are often forgotten these days. For one reason
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or another—perhaps it is the basic perversity of
human nature—people have always tended to over-
look the ideas I am going to discuss here. Even when
Jesus Christ was in this world conducting His minis-
try, His contemporaries had forgotten these very
ideas, and that is astonishing, for the people who
forgot them were people who prided themselves in
their knowledge of the Bible. Oh, they knew the Bible
all right, but they didn't want to know or remember
the basic ideas about marriage that the Bible clearly
reveals. | say this because of a conversation some of
the religious leaders had with Jesus Christ when He
was here; it is recorded this way in Matthew 19:
And Pharisees came up to him and tested
him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one’s
wife for any cause?” He answered, “Have you
not read that he who made them from the
beginning made them male and female, and
said, For this reason a man shall leave his
father and mother and be joined to his wife,
and the two shall become one’? So they are no
longer two but one flesh. What therefore God
has joined together, let not man put asunder.”
They said to him, “Why then did Moses com-
mand one to give a certificate of divorce, and
to put her away?” He said to them, “For your
hardness of heart Moses allowed you to di-
vorce your wives, but from the beginning it
was not so. And [ say to you: whoever di-
vorces his wife, except for unchastity, and
marries another, commits adultery” (vv. 3-9).
This conversation is very intriguing because it
shows how easy it is for people to forget the most
fundamental point the Bible makes regarding mar-
riage. That fundamental point is just this: “They are
no longer two.” Before I discuss this, I should tell you
what had happened regarding marriage among the
Jewish people from the time of Moses to this time
when Jesus talked about marriage and divorce with
the religious leaders.
In Deuteronomy 24, the opening verses talk about
the p0551b111ty of divorce for the Hebrew people:
“When a man takes a wife and marries her,
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if then she finds no favor in his eyes because he

has found some indecency in her, and he writes

her a bill of divorce and puts it in her hand and

sends her out of his house, and she departs out

of his house. . ..”
The sentence goes on further than that, but [ will stop
right there because in what we’ve read so far we see
the situation that developed among the Hebrew people
at the time of Moses. A man would give his wife a
divorce document and simply tell her to leave. The
basis of his action was apparently that she “finds no
favor” in her husband’s eyes, or he found “some in-
decency in her.”

When Jesus was conducting His ministry, He
found His contemporaries talking about these kinds
of things, and the arguments centered around the in-
terpretation of the ideas “finds no favor” and “some
indecency.” There were two schools of thought
about this matter among the people, one of them
very strict, one of them very liberal. The liberal posi-
tion interpreted these ideas so loosely that a husband
could divorce his wife for just about anything she did
which he didn't happen to like. And this was the
discussion the religious leaders tried to get Jesus in-
volved in, too. They failed in their attempt.

They failed because Jesus Christ rejected their dis-
cussion with the simple statement that Moses’ provi-
sion should not be considered the important thing to
think about when it comes to marriage, because his
provision had merely been an adjustment to the stub-
bornness of the people he led. When we think about
marriage, we should not even think about it in terms
of what kind of circumstances might possibly justify
divorce, but we should think about the great mystery
that is at the heart of marriage. So Jesus turned them
aside from the discussion that was raging at that time
—and it was very similar to the discussion that is
raging among us at this moment—and He turned
their attention back to the very begmmng when He
announced, “They are no longer two.

They are no longer two. . . this is a new and star-
tling idea regarding marriage. What is the Bible say-
ing here? What was Jesus saying when He reminded
His followers of this fundamental idea? Well, let’s
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look for a moment at its origin. This is found in the
second chapter of the Bible, Genesis 2:18-25—

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that
the man should be alone; I will make him a
helper fit for him.” So out of the ground the
Lord God formed every beast of the field and
every bird of the air, and brought them to the
man to see what he would call them; and
whatever the man called every living creature,
that was its name. The man gave names to all
cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every
beast of the field; but for the man there was
not found a helper fit for him. So the Lord God
caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and
while he slept took one of his ribs and closed
up its place with flesh; and the rib which the
Lord God had taken from the man he made in-
to a woman and brought her to the man. Then
the man said, “This is at last bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Wom-
an, because she was taken out of Man.”
Therefore a man leaves his father and his
mother and cleaves to his wife, and they be-
come one flesh. And the man and his wife were
both naked, and were not ashamed.

Now there are many elements of the material that
‘we just read that deserve attention, and I cannot go
into them all. But there are several things that stand
out. First of all, God wanted man, a male, to be ac-
companied through -life by his mate, a female.
Animals, though much like man, are not able to be
man’s companion. Second, woman is, in terms of her
creation, utterly, entirely, related to man. She is flesh
of his flesh and bone of his bone. There is, conse-
quently, no absolute difference between man and
woman—they are very closely related. And thirdly,
because of man’s need for companionship. and be-
cause of his closeness to woman, an individual man
and an individual woman become one flesh together
in marriage. This occurs when there is leave-taking
from the parental families and a cleaving to one
another.

If we have questions about the origin of marriage,
if we wonder where it came from, here is our answer.
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Marriage is an institution that is tied into the very
nature of man and woman. It existed from the very
beginning, and it was designed for the mutual enrich-
ment of those involved. It is important to notice that
in the description of the origin of marriage in Genesis
2 there is no mention of reproduction as such—of the
necessity to replenish the race. No. A man and a wom-
an come together and they become one flesh because
of their natures, because of the way they are.

Now Jesus rejects the, discussion which the reli-
gious leaders were trying to get Him involved in, and
He forced them to look again at the way it was at the
beginning. He provided them, and He provides us,
with a very important commentary on what we find
in Genesis 2. He emphasizes that the two are one
flesh by saying it over in just a little different way:
They are no longer two but one. And He adds, as a
conclusion that follows naturally from what has just
been stated, “What God has joined together, let not
man put asunder.”

This is an intriguing and useful idea: When a man
and a woman are joined in marriage, they are no
longer two but they are one. Going back to Genesis
2, their oneness is expressed in the fact that they are
one flesh. Let’s think about this for a few minutes;
maybe when we do we will be able to think about
marriage in our day more usefully than we some-
times do.

The first thing that comes to my mind when I think
about this idea is that it is impossible for a husband
and a wife, a married couple, each to be what they
were before they were married. Marriage changes
people. And by that I do not mean that life becomes
different for them because they now have to live in
one another’s presence whereas before they were only
together occasionally. I'm not thinking of husbands
leaving their clothing in a heap somewhere and of
wives letting their unmentionables dry over the
bathtub. I'm not thinking of the fact that husband
and wife develop a sex life together. I am not think-
ing of the fact that they must make decisions together
and learn to give and take. But I am thinking of some-
thing more basic and fundamental: Husband and
wife become one; they actually become one.



Earlier ] mentioned the sexual element of marriage,
and obviously this element of human personality is
directly related to the oneness a husband and wife
have. But it would be a mistake to assume that this
means that their oneness depends solely on their
health and psychological disposition which enable
them to enjoy this element of their marriage in the
way it is usually discussed these days. The fact is that
this element of marriage is not a constant over the
years, and sometimes for one reason or another it is
nearly completely lacking for a period of time. Even
so, a husband and a wife are always a male and a
female together; and together as male and female, the
Bible says they are not two, but one flesh.

It follows from this, doesn't it, that the modern
emphasis on the individuality of each marriage part-
ner and on the necessity of each of them expressing
himself or herself is different from what we find in
the Bible. I do not mean to suggest that the modern
emphasis on the individuality of the marriage part-
ners is necessarily wrong; I don’t believe it is. But it
would be wrong to absolutize this individuality. We
can only talk about the individuality of a husband
and of a wife after we have first of all recognized that
because of their marriage they are no longer two;
they are one—God has made them one flesh.

The second thing I think about when I think about
this idea—no longer two—is that marriage is a great
deal more mysterious and profound than I tend to
think of it. We romanticize marriage, don’t we? Or
we naturalize marriage—we make it a temporary ar-
rangement of convenience. We do all sorts of things
with it, and now I see that probably most of them are
wrong. Marriage is overwhelmingly wonderful. I say
that even though I am well aware that in fact none of
our marriages are perfect, and sometimes we go
through times of great exasperation so far as our
marriages are concerned. Everyone has this. So I am
not talking about how your marriage or mine may be
right now, on this very day. I am talking about what
marriage really is, deep down.

When I look at my marriage in the light of the Bible,
I begin to realize that it is something that God has
given to me and my wife as a gift, and it is something

which He does. Yes, God is the one who has made
marriage, not man. He has so constructed us as indi-
viduals that we have a sexual dimension to our per-
sons which enables us to express our full humanity.
And He has arranged human life so that individual
men and individual women can now be involved in
this marvelous relationship.

Consequently a married person must assume that
some very basic things are happening to him (or her)
because he is married. Living with one’s wife or hus-
band is not the same as living with a roommate. And
given the sordid quality of our time, I must say that
living as husband and wife is not the same as two
men or two women living together in a relationship
they mistakenly call marriage. Marriage, according
to the Bible, is a relationship of two people of op-
posite sex who live together as husband and wife in a
situation of total faithfulness to one another. It seems
strange to have to say this, but it must be said today.
And when this situation exists for two people, they
must assume that each of them is being changed by it
—they are different people from what they would be
if they had remained single—they are no longer two
but they are one flesh.

The third thing I think of when I think about this is
that because of it I must never consider breaking my
marriage. Divorce is evil first of all because it is un-
natural. Its impact on human beings is as profound as
it is because when two people go their own way after
being one flesh, they mutilate themselves. And I am
not saying this figuratively. They really do mutilate
themselves. They suffer all of the injury that accom-
panies trying to take apart what God has joined
together.

It is this too which makes adultery, unfaithfulness,
such a horrible disfigurement of our humanity and a
defilement of what we really are. When the Apostle
Paul talked about what a devastating impact visiting
a prostitute would have upon a man, he described
the damage in terms of the fact that having relations
with a prostitute was a violation of the “one flesh”
idea which is useful only in connection with mar-
riage. He says in 1 Corinthians 6:15-18:

Do you not know that your bodies are mem-
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bers of Christ? Shall I therefore take the mem-
bers of Christ and make them members of a
prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he

No wonder Jesus said once, “ ‘What therefore God
has joined together, let not man put asunder.” “ Yes,
Jesus, that’s the way it ought to be.

who joins himself to a prostitute becomes one
body with her? For, as it is written, “The two
shall become one flesh.” But he who is united
to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun
immorality. Every other sin which a man com-
mits is outside the body; but the immoral man
sins against his own body.
There are many ideas in what you've just read, but
the important thing now is to notice that prostitution
is condemned because it is a violation of the mystery
of marriage—of the one-body idea. It is a mockery of
something which God has made sacred. Adultery
and fornication are evil because they are attempts to
duplicate outside of marriage what is meaningful,
good, and useful only within marriage.

Yes, there is a lot to think about here, and wouldn't
you agree that the idea we have been discussing—
they are no longer two, but one—is a totally new
idea these days? It has been forgotten. Or perhaps it
has simply been rejected. Have the results been
good? You can answer that question as well as I can.
I'don’t see much good where I live. How about where
you live?

I wonder what would happen if people would
begin to think about marriage in terms that the Bible
uses. Marriage would be sacred then, and it would be
mysteriously holy. If we would realize what marriage
can do to two people and if we would build on the
fact that it brings them together in a unity that pro-
foundly affects both of them, wouldn't we deal with
marriage very differently?

So much to think about indeed! And one thing
that must be remembered in all of this is that if God
made marriage so good and wonderful and if He
created us with the ability to get the most out of mar-
riage, surely we can expect Him to help us when we
try to make our marriages better.

Yes, this is truly a new idea these days. Marriage is
holy and mysterious. It is the mysterious union of a
man and a woman in the most profoundly helping
relationship there is. And it has been created by God.
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PRAYER

Lord, we confess that we have forgotten an'd
overlooked the great teaching you have given in
the Bible conceming the wonder of marriage. We
have discovered today that marriage is a mys-
tery, truly and actually—it's a mysterious ele-
ment that is related to our natures, to the way
we are made. Now we understand why there is
so much damage in our society—so many are
mistaken about marriage. They think that it is
temporary. They think that they can do with it
what they please.

Open our minds to what we have leamed to-
day, bend our wills so that we will be able to
obey you now that you have shown us how to
live in our marriage, and overcome our stub-
bormness. We like to go our own way in these
things. We have made up so many new ideas,
and many of them are simply wrong. Forgive
us, and help us make our marriages holy.

For Jesus' sake, Amen.
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The message printed in this pamphlet was heard over the
Back to God Hour, which is broadcast every Sunday in
co-operation with the Christian Reformed Churches of
America, in Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria,
Tasmania and Western Australia, and by shortwave
throughout the world.
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