


Thee RoraiaCatholic Caimss
as Testedby Seripture s History

The Rormra fatholic claims maybe stated in a series of propositions
after ths mammer: —

(1) The Lordl Jesus Christ “set blessatl Peter ovar the rest of the

Apostles”
o (2) OwrLordl therethy midedPeter the ruler of the whdte Chiercbhef

(3) Peter brreamdBishep of Ronge andl theredhy estaltlisheadi Ronie as
the centre of sover@igityin the true Churcbhof Chnisit.

(4) Peter benuetithbdhis suprermacio his successussin the bishopric
of Romze.

(5) The Pope, being Peter’s successor, is supearmeauler of the Chaiis-
tiam Chwcbhthrotghooutthe world,. Herveethe Pogre diimas:—

i “Superiority of ordinary poweerover all other churdhes.”
ii To be "the supramdudge of tthe faithful:”
iii “The suprarnepoveerdf teadiing.”

(6) “The RomryaRontifff, witenhe spediss ex cafﬂmiir:a that i, wizen
'im disdivangre of the office of pastor amtl doctwr of all Christitns, by virtue
of his supramdipostolic authority, he defines a doctrine regrndiing faith amdl
mottalisto be held by the universal Churdh, by the divine assiszmce promisedd
to himin blessat] Peter, is posseseddof ttimtt infGilikititlity with winidhthe divine
Rettemmavilled His Churbhshoultl be enldewdkdor defining doctrine re-
gardiirg faith or morals; amd that;, therefore, sudh definiiitnss of the Romeran
Pontiff are irreformable of themsdiess, aimtl not from the comssarit of the
Churaty.”

“But if any oree—whithicima yGald aveert—ppresiente contradict this
our definitior: let hitmbe arghbama.”

(The quotatiions are talken fronm “The Dogmttidearasof the Vatii
can Coundil conweniiggthe Catholic Faith amtl the Churcbh of  Christ”
(1870). The English translation usel is that of Archbigtvpp Mammirges
/ Pettrii Privilbgitnt”  (Lomdbon 187710), as printed in Schaff's “'Creeds of the
Gresskamd] Latin Churdies)).

Thuss the assattion that owr Lord Jesus Christ *set blessatl Peter over
the rest of the Apostles” is midel¢he starting point of a series of claims that
are pustteddfurther and further, until they readh am assatiion of absdlute
supraermaycend infbllibiitlity as inheremt in the Papdl position @und officee.

The very audiatity of so tremsedcdous claim mrkkedt compallirgjy at-
tractive to several types of meenamt womeen.lt is essentially am appesal
to mubkpsydhidtagy, andl it exerts a stromg fascination over those wivoare
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toe lazy or igneramt to think for themsaldes. A erawdis always maee
easily persurdaRiethan a separate indiMidual], Tﬂiﬁﬁ* and ignerant tend
tg act lie: @ mab. mdvduals 1 2 mebulll do and say things of whiah
they weuid be aghamedvente think ef By themaales. they are
aghametd think ef themafterwards.

But the assartion of an absolute autherty, while & appeals mainly te
the lazy andl ignorant, alse exerts an attraction ever a few whaosre neither
lagy nerignoiane, but wikoreally are perplexedl. Thgyare 58 anxiOus to
find security that they willl pay any prce for &k ARYypert sasngssafe i
a storm.

Thus, 60 long as there are peoplle in thiss werldl wiaosre afraidi, oF
Anable, of unwilling fo think for themsealwas, so leng alse willl any elaim
to mfplibiele autherity find merend woamereatly o submit themealvesto
. Manypatent medisingsenjoy a large sale simply becalisethey are ad-
vertised with am air- of assurance. Advertiisareenk an appedlte Makpsy-
chelegy. Somebedy'sllis are seld By the ten miliomh at a shifi for
twe dezan, becausesuah elaims are mAddor thempby pesters andl placards
amtl every ether deviee of publicityy. Exactly the sanackind of pilil, amd ef
a better gualitty, can be boudhtat a shilings a gress URder anather narae

‘whighis net advertisetl 59 conspicuously, but which ean easily be ebtainer

by these wiaowilll take the treuble to fladl it eut.

The point of the illsliationn & twefeld, Ramesly-1(1)That s9 many
pegplletake an assation of auhenityy o i face value without really testing
fes validityy.  (2) That they pay tee Big a price for whatthey get from
it.

Lot us then examiprghe Renaamiaims in the lighte of Seripture and

THHETEST TOH SCRPATHBE.

Firste of afll there is the assartion that the Lerd Jesus Chisk “set blessed
Peter gvar the rest of the: Apestes,” and thereby maedeter the ruler of
the whelle Chucahef Chiste. I willl be eonvanieptie take these twi® pro’
positions tegether.

Three passaessef Seripture are gueatedin suppait theteot—

(a) John 142, “Thauart Siman, the son ef Jona; thous shalt be
called Cephas whighs byinteeppetatiom, A Stene.

(b) Makthewlé: 18,19, “Thauart Peier, and upenthis reek [ will
build myYehureh: and the gates of hell (“Hades')) shall net
E‘?@vml against k. ARdL will give upto thee the keys of the -

ingdemef heaven; and whatseemerthow shale bind on earth
shall be bamdin heawen: andl whatseeverthow shalt loose om
earth shall be leesed i heavem” :

() John 21L:1H to 17, “Feer myylamiks'; Feed myyshegp”; Feen
myyshesn:” being the threefeld charge given to Peter by our
Lord after His resurrection.

(d) Luke2l:B2is sometimendriucedn addition to these, namaly,
euF Lord's werdste 5%(3}‘%& after the Last Suppar, “I hawe
prayer for thee that thy faith fill nek: and whartheu ark eon’
verted; strengthen thy brethren.”

The RamaGathelic Churah, in Basing fi& elaime wpaNthese passages
has madet least twe serious mistakes. I the frste place & has ighered
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a representative of the baflyrather than as ene wiowasapart from them
or overtiveim. Else wiyydid our Lord repeat the statementts themas a
group? Peter wasthe fistc of theimio confess failth i Jesus as the Sen et
Godl, antite Peter, therefoie, Chifk fiste of the autherity whigh His
Chureh is to exercise over s mambers. But on two lakr eecasians He
commitshat autherity Himself direct o the disciples; as a body, and net
threugh Peter. Ik would seem), from a eompariseref alll the passagssbe:
forie us that euwr Lord waseareful te aveid giving His Chewcahthe form af
an absolute manarshy. In fack, He salemnlywarngdHis disciples, against
entertaining any sudb idea. Hedid so whenjamesand John apptaeched
Himwith their ambitiousrequest. Hedid so agaln at the kast Suppsr, 8.
Luke tellss us (20:24-27), wihanat that mestinepportune mamenthere
wasalse a stifee apoendhen), whidh of themsheuld be aeerunied the
greatest.” Iff Christ had already promiiegdthe primagy te Peigr, WY
shoulldl thiss stifee hame ecewiell in His very presenceen stich a serieus
gecasiol?  Owr Lord settled the dispute, net By saying that Peter wasset
ever then), but by teliing: themthat R one of themwasts ElRifm 6F exer:
eise autherity ever the ethefs.

Weehave, therefoie, readhed this conclusion that the Lord Jesus
Chiist did net “set blessed Peter ever the rest of the Agesties” ner did
He makePeter the ruler of the whalte Chucghef Owist:.  He wasearefull,
in fack, to aveid giving amny ene diseR autherity ever the resk.

. This conclusion we have drawnfrom a study of the Gespels, and it
& borme eut and fuly, confinmadby a study of the Acts and the Episéiess.
Peter seemmste fake the lead i the assamphiyef the disciplrs afier the
Ascansion (Acks 1:15-26), but e offiishl pesition &. ascrbed tg him. He
sinnplly stands up and makes propesition e the hundiegdand twenty wHao -
‘e present that they should ehoose one to fill up the gap in the twekve
tﬁhétﬂ was é@fﬁgy éhs geis%;&gﬁef Judas MH;V% Zg‘h@ wﬂgﬁgﬂww&s

.78 £, By 8 acenMdy. Verse 23 says, “ ap-
peinted twe, Joseph; called Barsabas, wWdOwas surname disis, am?/ Mat-
thins,” OF these twe Matthias was chasanby l:.

Peter & undaubtedivthe masteonsnicuysiiguie in the fist twelve
chapters of the Ads, But he aets as SMANAGE 85 FUIRE BF SOVeraign.
Hegoesto Samaria(Ads Bil4), net en Ris owwnautherity, butas the
agant andl representative, togalhar with John, ef the Chuwehat Jerusalem.
Peter and John-watesent to Samaria by the Apestles whigh were at
Jerusalem. I Acts 11 Peter is called to accrimithy these “that wareef the
eireumaision” at Jerusalem, for his actions at Caesatea. Hereplies; o the
Eharge, net by assating his autherity, But By explzining the Eifeumstancas.
m the greater part of the Adls, the last sixteen chapters, Paul is the elomi
nant figwie. Peter appeatsenly ence, namely, at the conference
Jerusalem deschihad in ehaplar 15. K is James, the brether of the Lord,
witvoaets as the president of the conference, andl declares s decision (verse
19). Peter fmﬁesm% eontribution te the discussion, an iMPOItant conti:-
butien, but the decision & the wafkef the conferanceas a whele, as verses
25 and 28 makeelear. “lfr seemedaedie us” and the meaning ef
“us” is degigied by verse 23, pamely, “The apestles and elders angd breth-
rem’ wiosent the letiers; conusyingthe decision of the conferancets “the
‘brethren whigh are ef the Gentiles in Antieeh angl Syria and Gilisiaa.’

WiherPaul arrived at RexndChapter 28), he & metand wateamied
by the brethren, but RO menibans mide af Rrter:,
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Paull mantionsPeter several times in his Enisttéss, but om no occasion
does he exan hint at any supeernacyf Peter. In the Epistle to the Gala’
"tass, Paul emplrtttedlty asserts his indisadderrcas clearly as he adicoow-
ledges his fellowship with Peter, amtl gives himn credit for his work, Eadh
of theemhas his owenspecial spihareof work. @mnome occasion Paul takes
Peter severally to task for inconsistent beimviourat Antiodhn (Gal. 2:14-16).

In his Epistile to the RomansPaul (15:20), wirerhe is anmounicing
his intention of visititg Ronve says that he is careful to awwidl intruding im-
to amatieer memsssplere of work, ant he mklee s o onanivonwhetseesre of
Peter, dlinoighh he sentis greetiings to a large munhbeof personsby nance.

Agdin andt again in his Epistles Paul asserts his owwnauthority as am
apostle of Jesus Christ, but he kmowwsnothimg of amy Prinesgyof Peter.

Neither does Peter in the lettens asaribed to himn claim amy sudh pri-
myagyfor himself, or spadk as ome possessing authority of that kind.
Peter’'s maimaloes not appearin any of the other Catholic Episittss, nor in
the "Bedkof the Revelatiom.”

THHEE TEHT OfF HISTRRXY.

Thuss escamiinddby the test of Scripture, the Rommalaim that Peter
Waps seé over the rest of the Apostles antl mideehe ruler of the whdke
Chubh of Christ is sean to be without foundation. Perhapsthis is ome
remnmmwl‘ryythe Roma Ghurbhhas always been shy of the op=nBible for
it busrs. :

Thuss the fistt two propositions wihidh fonm the basis of the Rowman
Jelrims are stoowrto be unterdiitein the face of those very statemsatits of
Baripture winidh hawe been alleged as their myainsupport. The NesawnTesta«
meantis our only douuwresatarguthonity for the tesdhing of Jesus Christ
antl his Agostles, andl that authority is against the primmagyof Peter, upon
winichh the claims of Ronmare supposedt o rest.

The witness of history is as clear as the witness of Scripture against
the claims of Roméo rule Christanidom. The growbhof the Papagycan
be fullly accountddfor by the course of eventsin WestennEurope. As the
authority of the RommaBEmpenomanrddn the West;, the influence of the
Bishap of Romn éountl memscope, antlin muanyespedts the Popetook the
place of the Emperoas the centre of sudh unity as remairédfter the bar-
barian invaders hat estdiliidhall their kimglbomwvithin the boumdiareesof
the ancientt empire. Wéecan fullly recogmise the delpt that Christian civiflbaas
tion owessto the Papamygywithout endiorsing the theories and traditions uyon
whichh the Papagybasedits claims to the authonity whidth it undiouitedily
exercised. The service remtteeddto mrahikihby an-imstitutiom is ome thing;
the claim put forwand by that institutiom is quite amatreerthing. Talkeanat
its best, the Papagywastrying to do sonwéthipgthat was absdutely neces:
-sary for the welfare of WesternEurope. It claimseld authority to do its
Warkk effectivally, amtl bazedits claim om grounldsthat wouldd appedl to the
peggle whlao it tried to keap in the right path. Weemigiit exan go so
far as to say that the Popes (im the elevanth or amy cemtury), whoommdde
extravagantclaims, were sincere in their belief that they hatl a right to
makeudh claims. Butt it is omething to mudkelaims, howesvsinioeredly, it
is quite amotiverthing to justify them. Goddwokkdareemey,and does,
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constitute a claim to regard and respect. But evan gardwak doneeannat

juntifyy elaims that are put forth URON groundsthat will net bear eandli

iAvestigaliom. Amndwhenthese elaims are used te juslify 8 pelicy and ac

ga@&\% that are Bad, then there & the strengest of all remspRsfer fejecting
&)

Namihe eourse of histery reveals two sides to the histery eof the
Churshef Reme. O ene side there are the services whighi: has un’
devttedly partarmaadfar the Chucehand the wenld at lage, and en the
other there are events that shyviRat Chucahin 3 mestunfavausaplelighte,
andl are a compietenegation ef i eleim to nfallbilbity,

Hemeethe test of histery ean be applied Wistt of all ta the groundsupan
whidh the ¢laims ef the Rerma Ghucahhave besn assarted, and secondly,
to the actual histery of that Chutethas i bears upanthese elaims,

The elaims of Ranneentre i the autherity alleged tg have lhegnen-
trusted to Peter By our Lord Himself. That peint has alreadly besndealt
with. The pext peint concginsthe eonnastion batweerPeter and Reme.
It: s assaned that Peter wasthe fistc Bishop of Reme. I the fisic place
i has yet to be provedthat there wasa Bighep ef Remak all during the
fiste cemtury) Paul wrote an-Epislie: to the Chucahat Romeand alse wrote
several EpistiRs duripg his leng sojourn at Reme. Mapyhamesre given
in these leitarss, and greetings are exahangedhut nething whatevers said
abaut eter being at Romeand nothing alse & said ahaut any Bishop ef
Remee. The Nevlestanaentdses nat i any wayeonnaetPeter with Resmee.
K & absolutely silesl: o the subject, wihark mighteasily have mentionedt .

Wihenve canecis the earigsi: Chiistian liwaiuiee, wefind rare  re
ferences to Peter im the Apestelic Fathers, But nething ih whigh weean do
moeethan eonjecture that Peter was at Remend suffered  maryslem
there. The EpisiR credited to Clement, ang dated abaut A.D. 95 alludes
in 3 rhetoicall Mannekl the Markeeraf Peter. Ignalils, of Antieeh, i

his letier to the RemmoOhutchagdiessashis letterr, net to the Bishep, wi¥o

& Aet evan mentionad.but t8 the Chutahas a whele, and says that  the
Remangagd besnenjsined by Peter and Paul, But has nething beyandhat
to say abaut Peier.  He says peihing sbaut an alleged pAmMagY
of Peter, ner dees he say amiliing about Peter being Bishep
of Remre. I fads, the traditom that Peter was Bishwp of
Reaimnels net clearly expressed untll a cenmurfy and a half after
the peried to whighhis episcopatels assigned. Thestory of Peter's episca
pate 3t Rawp@ ebvigusly a legand af 2 type familiar to the hiskrical] stur
dent: The eadiestc andl Best evidance that we have suggests that  Peter
visfed Remeand prebanly suffered mawtyidamitbereand that evidanceis
by R maanEenelusive.

Withewt geing inte further detaill we ean sunup the histwicall evi
dence thus: I is pet certain that Peter was evarat Reme. It
& ewen mateuncerain that he wasBishup ef Reime. There & net a
scrap of evidencethat Peter established Rownn@s the eentre of sovergionty
in the true Chughef Chiist:. The Remmadims are based upona sup-
pesition resting m\mr supposition that & sugacstedBy an URPFrON-
able tradifiohn. erwe get to the assertions that Peter begueathedis
alieged suneamacts Ris successossin the see of Romewereadh the regien
of simple ficioon, @Rdl neeN go RO furthes:.
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