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When I was In primary school I had an American friend 
cal led John who used to rive In Dover Heights. I have 
a vivid recol lectlon of visiting John one day, with my 
brother Phi I llp. He took us cltmblng In a nearby 
gully, and two things about this have stayed Jn my 
memory. 

First of al I, there was a chi ldlsh but serious conver­
sation, In which John told us that he reckoned that 
he knew what life was about. It was, he said, In his 
own opinion, a sort of trial period, a time of testing by 
God to see whether you were to go to heaven or he! I. 
This made an Impression on me, but I doubt that I 
would have remembered It except for the second thing 
that happened. Endeavouring to fol low John and my 
brother over a rocky outcrop, I found myself without 
foothold or handhold, and gradually sllpplng downwards. 
The fal I below was on to rocks about 20 or 30 feet down. 
Fortunately for me John and Phi I I Ip grabbed a hand each 
and hauled me to safety. Danger was averted, but you 
can see why l thlnk John's philosophy of I lfe was 
branded Into my memory - there was an exquisite moment 
there where l thought that my personal trlal perlod was 
over! 

! wouldn't say that John's remark has directed the 
course of my llf e to any great extent. Indeed, one 
could scarcely argue that the rich canplexlty of I lfe 
can be reduced to viewing It as a 'trial period'. On 
the other hand, there Ts a fundamental truth here, 
and Tt may be wel I for al I of us to reflect upon It. 

For life does provide a choice and a test, and what 
we do here does have a bearing on the hereafter. The 
God who made the world also created you and me. That 
means he owns us, and we owe everything to him. The 
fact ls, however, that we keenly dispute his right to 
rule over our lives. We do not wish him to control us. 
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We use all sorts of excuses to avoid having anythtng to 
do with him or hts peopl e. 

This rejection of God means that he has the perfect rlght 
to wipe us out. He owes us nothing. But Jnsteadp Jn 
his love and mercy he sent his Son, Jesus Christ, Into 
this world, to cal I us back to hlmse lf. When Jesus 
app eared, he, too was scorned and r ejected. Neve rthe lessp 
ft was through his death that God saved us, and his 
resurrectton from the dead proves that thts Is tru 8. 
Now Jesus ts alive and he continues to cal I us back to 
God, promlstng us forgiveness for our r ebellion, lf we 
wl I I, even at this late stage put ourse lves und er God 9 s 
rule. But tf we continu e to r ebe l, we wt I I be cast out 
In the end, because this Is God's world, and h-3 wt11 
not endure continu ed rebel lion. 

Thts ultimate judgement by God means that John ' s 
chtldlsh description was substanttal ly true . It 
should give us much reason to thtnk about ours e lves 
and the course our I Ives have run. Are we God 9s 
servants, trusttng htm for forgiveness, and trying 
now to obey him? If we are not, every breath we draw 
t akes us one moment c I oser to the. horror of an 
eternity spent ln opposition to God. But to know 
God now, ls to enjoy hls presence for evermore. If 
you were going to sl Ip over the edge of that rock p 
where would you be tonight? 
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