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Some years ago }'resident __ -; isenhowcr addressed 
a group of --::.1.1u.rcln1 en at· a11 ecumenicul ga tliering on 
"Lhe theme of ;'Paith''. It vva3 <..!.safe subject to 
euJ_ogise ~o such an auuience but it must be remeI:Jbered 
that faith :i.n i tsolf is nu vir cue~ but take · its 
·ralue from thc--o~bJ ect -towards which it is exercised. 
If "th'.i_s is :false, then faith is sin. '.dw_o faith in 
ar: 'Ldol. .is wro~J.(! oecEtJ.Se its object is vrorthleE>s. 
1-L iR Iris:ul0.cer'i fa1 tli. '.the:!'.'e is a good deal of th1..__ 
i:j sJ_,laced cul_:lel sti t1ous fai tl1 ia our co:i1111"L..ni ty 

tl-:;:;se Jc.;y s, 21. •• ~l'": as touc:LL~g VJ.iod, or rrea~ing a .Lu.c\y 
c1.ann or pray.~n.2; to :ir~e saints. Sv~h f~th is 
,-.J.J."'Ung becausr: its r' b,iect i& umvorT.hy ').f7'1a1 th. Sorne-
0ir11E:;s, al tn,;ugh it 11r.iy be ripht to E:;X~rci:~e faith, 
..:.. t is r;c,t rifl• ~ tc s:;~ercise cc,_ tr;lete i'ai 1~h in our 
r b2~e-t ~ thus it is good r.o 11av•: :'ai tr. :Ln hurna.n na"ture 
dr.'1. in 'our f elluvr rrw!1, b"i+ t it j s fool L~h, and indeed 
wrong, -co have _blinQ :a:t-cn which ignores tliE: 
possibility oi le~ down. ,... 

But uhe::J. 1;,.re turn to Christian faith, we 
recall ~hat the obj~ct of faith is God Himself. He 
alone is the ab::;ol.ute:::.y truetworthy object of faith. 
Faith in H:i.m i3 always ·,c-;ood and indeed our duty Such 
f--li th should alv1ays oa dbaolu.te 5 never partial. 
Indeed to haV•" anything else than com•-ilete faith in 
Gou is a '.l"e"f'lectiun on God's character It is a for 
of sin; yet it is a sin characteristic of humanity. 
For in practice vie do not put that faith in God which 
His perfections - His love, His power and His vlisdom -
demand that we should exercise tovra.r.ds Him. l!iien and 
women say the~ believe_in God; hut they don~ jrust 
Him; they don· t obey Him; they don't seek Hinr. ~'his 
is our essential sin. For it is grossly insulting, 
to say nothing worse, that we should acknoHl edge God 
as good, wise and powerful, and yet ignore Him and 
fail to trust Him. How different the world would be 
if we could overcome this sin. It should be our 
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deepest desire that the world should acknowleq~ze and 
trust God and to do this for ourselves should be our 
supreme aim. The prayer that Jesus taught l'-S~ 
"Hallowed be Thy narne 11

, that is, that God's char:~cter 
mi'3"ht be recognized by mankind for what it i~, Rnd 
that thr~ world mit;ht react in conformity to tbis 
character of love; power and trustworthine:Js; in short, 
that r.cd might be honoured aA God. 

I.Jack of faith in God is humari.i ty 's basi~ sin, 
.cind ··re see this sin reflected in the story of ::.nan's 
:iu.~n in the boo~\: of Gen3sis. You 7.1ill re-·1~e-·1ber tha.t 

th~ setting of ~he Genesis st0ry is the Garden of E~en. 
There God had provided for ma1r evr::ry blessin0, Tr2 
garden was full of trees of which man might freely 
eat; ~ne alone was forbidden and that for a very good 
r 0 ason, for God had told Adam "In th<:; day you. eat of 
it you \"!ill certainly d:i.e"" The Devil's te11ptJtioH 
took the forr,i of doubtj n:s God's ::;1·ct thfulness 9 a:nfl 
impuisning God's motives of ;".!;OO'i:r:e<ss and care .. The 
serpe!lt told Eve nyou will not ce-r-i.,ail'ly die;' .:::nd ·vent 
cm to suggest th !,.:t the ,,. ,28.so11 for 't!:i.e prohib] tion wa -
not man's welf'tre , tut rather Go.ct haa His owr_ i:"l.tere::. ::;s 
in minrl.; the De 1ril said :100.a k11oi,·1s that '•rhsn y9·1 cat 
of it you w·Lll be like ffim 1 -:::nowiri::::; good and evil". 
The t€mptai;ion vrac 'lcce-pted; G')d ' :: Word. wr:ts clisbe1 i .ved 
snd Hl~rcb'-iracter of g\::..ia.:n.c~s§ 1nd love l8nit;)d. bv -che 
1ction of disobeying His cuDmand . By diso bedi~nce 
Adam showed th0t he di2 ;'nt tTu~t God, b"J.t re.the: b.e 
f t bound t0 look aft~r his 01.vn -' __ riteretits himself', 
oy following his own wiedom, rf.lthcr than :.n f::t~th 
obeying. the clear comrJ12x.ds of Ihs Creator. 

Since then, hw ~nity ha9 been cursod with i.,his 
-same contradictor~r attitude, ,1f beli ev ..:..ng in G0d (at 
least· in tL1eory) v1hile ignor; ng Him and disobeying Him 
in practice; by such disobedienc.e we ma.kt: clea~ that 

. we do not believe that God i8 t r ustworthy •. T::11-s is 
our f u ndamental ,,;in; this is the grosses t of ij::l.Sul ts -
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that we coulcl.. o·;·r·9r to 011r lovir.f Cr"'t..,tr>r, t 
ach.no1·rlod.qe :nirn a.s 1;;.orl. bu"t at tJ:.r s~JT1c timP. 
wi thdrri.w ~Pr trust from H.Tm-:-o·i -o: 1:f ~.:c_n_ ~·1-1 
ever lived only Jern1s Christ h2s b~Pn cornrl 
free from thia oinf~l lack of faith JPs~s ' 
was chnracte1·j zecl by pe.,...fect f ui th and tTLF' 
expressed in perfect ~1bedier.cc;. oven thow 1:. 
o~edien:c Jed al~ng the bitter ~~th of CaJv~ 
s~ P8Ul put j_t i.n .t'hi}ippians iloe0JS c:r.rist 
obediEn~ unto death, evA~ the decth Jf the 
Th.i.s obcdien~e r:ds tl;J..e re ult ol unfliricr-·;r:_ 
a fait~ illust~ated pe~raps mnst clearly ir. 
Garden of Gcthsema.YJ.e wl;ler. Jesus _pre.yea :::,:i F:t 
tha't tne cup ·if the c:r:'.OC s mJ t:h: be taL on. ar.<' 
F ~m 1 but ad.d8d in rue.cfect f ::i.i th; ;ir evert:-.~J. ( 
mv will but thine 1...e done''; and a li ttlc lr. 
i~me faith w2s eYpre~sed in ~is words to ~i 
disci.plcs "the cuii which ;r.y Pe.ther i":.;;.th t;i1.-·p 
0holl l. not drink i t?tt . '( J·ohr. lo: 11). £y e 
pe ~feet f2i th 'T es1J. s has beco;;;e ::or u._, tl"_e 'il.1 

and perfect er of fai -t·1, who.1 far th::~ j o;y t!1 st>t 
before Him, e11c1 L1;:-eo the c-rosf3 1 despising th 
anu is nO\.' so.t down at t'b,~ right h ·1nd of thr 
on high''. (Hebre\'1S J.2: 2 )'. 

Chronic lc;.ck of fai tr~ in God, leo.ding 
continual disobedi.en:-8 1 characterises ri:o.n' s nt 
s-,:;ate and bring3 us all under tho w-rath of G 
Perfect obedience, leading to the victory of lvar y 
where Christ died. :i.n our stead, bc~orning a c rPe f oi 
us as He bore our sins, and which w2.s crown Pd \Ii th 
the triumph of the resurrection. is God is n:r.. sv1".}r t o 
man's sin. Our disobedience is matched by Cl:r .... t' s 
obedience of faith. "fo are not, the::-efo:-e' ' n-:irpri scd 
that the vmy we obtain salvation is throu,;h f· i th 
It is "from faith to faith",• This is constan't y 
reiterated throughout the New Testament~ "Only believer 
were our Lord's words to the centurion in Lmrl:- ":35, 

·and wl).en the prison warden at Philippi as1:: ed. t:_e 

I 



Apostles how ho could be s'l..vod, the reply wn.s simply 
"Believe 0n tho Lord Jesus Christ and you shall te 
saved and your house" (Acts 16:31). The vre)r of .:....u.-:- ..... -... 
salvation is throur~h laith in Jesus Christ: faith ~~­
in His sin b<:;2rin0 death fer us, faith in His 
Lordship through that death, faith ln Em flS the 
coming King. In short, the way of salvatio~ is 
through our own persona 1_ faith in Jesus 2.s Lord A.nd 
Saviour. There is no other wJ.y of curin5 GUr radical 
sir.fulness or c.voiding its condenm<rLion, God hi 
is Word holds ou~c tc us tho pro~se o e f'orgtv~no.:::s 

in Christ; wl•-i.t is rcqvirec!. of us;-co 091iove ~Lis 
prcmi se a:rir'l so o.ccept i -t, '' Come unto moil <'l'l"' J. OU'"' 

Lord, "and I will give you rest". 17e bel~~evo li.L;i by 
coming to Him. raith is not merely an a~sc~t that 
Jesus ~Jld these words. but rather a bslief in tteir 
truthfulness and tbis will ::.nvo lve a resr;onso t0 trw 
invi. ta.tj_on o:: n come unto rw ,· . So oavi ~G·· T a1 th 1s 
more than mere assent, it is comrnittal9 a:.~d the 
reason is sii1ple, Christian i'ai th is exerc~.sed tc'".''.3.:"'d.s 
a person, not merely towards a dogma or an impPru0naJ 
fact, If we put our faith in a person . t.r;j s means 
that we both obey him and love him; so Christiai~ 
faith brinss with it obedience to God's comr;1ands and 
love to God avid also to our neighbour; fer when we 
trust our lovj_ng I-eavenly Fa th er and experience Hi.s 
goodness, then His love flows out from our life, to 
be shared with others. 

As I said earlier, faith takes its character frcm 
that towards which it is directed. If it is direC'ted 
towards something superstitious, it is valueless; ii 
to something unreliable i ·it is uncertain) but ' 
Christian faith is exercised towards God and· so is 
characterised b~r complete certainty, as well as by 
personal cor.QJ;1ittal to Him . . ·The object of Christian 
faith is God 2.s He has revealed Himself in His Word . 
Only God's 'iford is completely trust\vorthy) o.nd indeed, 
as we hear God's ~furd, His Spirit evokes faith in our 
hearts, because otherwise we would continue on in 
our unbelieving attitude to that \lord as Ado.rn did. 
Faith in God is His zift to us, which He brings 
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into being through our,.hearing Hi,s Word. That is why 
it is so import211t to read arid to preach ·God's Word. 

Faith initiates the Christian life, and faith 
characterises the Christian life throughout its 
continuance In this respect faith teJces the form of 
patience, not dog~ed patiance, hut the confident 
patience of vv<'J.i ting for G·Jd, trusting His wisdom·. As 
the Epistle to the Hebrews puts it, we are to "run with 
}Jatience the race that is set before us~ looking 
unto Jesus the author and perfecter of faith". Every 
dRy brings its opportunities of trusting God, of 
exercising Cnristian fai t:r~ in Him and so of honouring 
God by showing that we know that He is trustworthy, and 
this is ChristiC:il1 worship-

The ~ontroversy of the Heformation turned on 
this question of the plac2 of faith in th8 Christian 
l~_fe, MC. in particular the place of fa:Lth in obtaining 
salvation. The Reformers insist8d that faitht that is 
to 0ay, t2.·ust in God's promises and in His provision 
of fo1·giveness ir1 Christ, was the way we we:re to be 
saved . Their 0unonents insisted that salvation wds won 
by good works -Thus Carl!inal 3ellarmine wrote (De 
Justifica t i·JYJE; V, h.) "The wor:tc of rhrist not only 
desarved of God that we should obt~in salvation, but 
::tlscJ that we _sh<?~1l.1Jl. ubtain it by our own ~its"; and 
the Cr>uncil of TrPnt (Session 6 Canon 12) anathematised 
those who "af·C'irm that justiiying faith is no-ching 
elPe than confidence in th e divine mercy by \Jhich sins 
n.re forgiven l0r Obrist' s sake". 4.gainst such te8.ching 
the Ref armers quoted St. Paul: "By grace h.1.ve ye been 
savcJ th:rcu,-sh faith and that not of yourselves , it is 
the gift of God: not of works, that no man should 
glory" (Eph. 2:8)1 and "We reckon that a man is 
justified by faith apart. fr~m t:t:e. works of the l~w. 11 

(Rom 3: 28); a,."ld "no ms.n is Justified by 1.1he law in the 
sight of God ? ••• for, The jus:t shall live by faith . " 
(Gal 3;11). A:nd there are mBny similar Bible passages. 

One of the reasons why the Refonners' 
opponents f:-dled to do justice to these biblical truths 
v1c-1. :s a dAfect :_vc idea of wh P.t faith v1cts The fni th of 



which the Ne::w ~L12st2mcnt sp011ks is diroctc l tL-i'/Gl.rd'~ 
God and His promises; it takes its savinc character 
from its object i God Himself. But the C;itechism c: 
the Councjl of Trent defined fnith merely as assent 
to the dogmas which the cru1 ch t:mght. 11hus its 
opening paretq;raph s21eaks of ''faith by whic}1 we yiE:ld 
our unhesit~ting assent to wbntever authority o~r 
holy mother, the nhurch, teaches us to :c'.:"'.ve been 
revealed by God 11

• So defined, faith is mcraly ass0nt, 
an i1iiti81 step to be ~ugt·ir:ntt::d by :c·e1jciolis ac-ciyi.ties 
t,,..~wh as n tterid::..:.i.nc e <.:'. t tht sacraments 2J:_d other good 

_Jrks. 3ut in th':) lfow Tostnment +~ai-cr_ .._eeks to God 
Himself, ::iade kno 1:m to us hi His r;raciou.s 1P·omj ses, an 
does not st0·1 short 2,t an:,r point ies.:; t:1 ~r1 thj s, ar:rl 
the Scriptures mnl:e cle2r that such a look to Goe.. u1 
fni th brings l.s salv,;.tion, ·1s well ns 2.ll the· othc:"' 
braces c:t~ our Chris-nan life ;I1he Cl··r:i.s·t:L ?.n 1 ife i. --
a life of faith 1 that is. faitn in God. ro ta~~ one 
exam:r>le, we arc to cast all ou.r cares on GoJ because 
i1e know that He cares for us. vie are tc humble our­
selves urn'l er Hj:::; ;;1igh ty hand, Knov1ing that rl~ v.rill 
exalt us 1n due time (1 Pet 5:6). Josus Himse~f ~~s 
told us that by looking to Him in faith \7e are 
saved. He s2id (John 3:15,16) "As lioses lift...,:d up 
the serpent in the rrilderness, so must the son of man 
be lifted up: the.t whosoeve::' believes in him may 
have everlasting life. For God so loved the world, 
that he gave hi~ only begotten Son, th~t whose ever 
'Jelieves on him should not pc·rish, but h2.Ve eternal 
~ ife." 
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