
etl1. us :from all sin". I-Iis death is the 
only purgatory or place o:f cleansing 
that we need, a..~d those who have been 
washed in the blood of tho Lamb are 
cleansed :froa every spot. So you see 
that there is no room for a doctrine of 
purgatory in lJew Testar.1e~:.t religion. 
lifo wonder, then, there is no teachi:1.g 
about it in Scripture to which alone we 
must go in answering the question of 
what lies beyond deat2. O~ the contrary 
the 3ible teaches us that if we have 
put our f'ai th in Christ, i:f we aclmow­
ledge Him as Lord, we .may look :forward 
not only to His blessing L1.ow, in this 
life, but to bliss hereafter. Hot 
terror and torment in purgatory, but 
rest and joy and ~app!L1.oss in tho 
presence of God in 3 caven is what the 
Bible assures Christi~ will be their 
portion a:fter death. This is what God · 
has prepared :for those who love Him. 
This sure and certain hope should :fill 
our thoughts, so that we serve God now 
with cheerfulness a~d joy, and rest in 
1-!im :for the future. 
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One of the most ir.iportant quest­
ions that ca:;.~ oe asked is the question 
of' 'where do we go whc:1. we die? t Tb.is 
is a..~ important question,which touches 
us all very closely; but f'rora the nat­
ure of' the case, we cannot a.~swor it 
from our own expcrie::i.ce; it ca:.!. only 
be answered f'rom God's Word, :for God 
alone is able to reveal the truth as 
to what lies beyond tho curtain of 
death. Now tho Bible is God's lford . 

So turning to thca 3 ible we arc 
ir.iprossod by our Lord's words to the 
penitent thief, who was boi~g cruci­
fied on a cross alongside =-~iso In 
Lulrn 23: 2~- we read 11 L •. J.d Jesus said 
unto him, truly I say unto thee today 
thou shalt be with me in paradise." 
We know :from elsewh ere in the Hew 
Testament that paradise is another 
naoe for heaven- This assurance of 
.J~sus to tlis compa!lion is all the nore 
remarkable because tho dyiLlg thief was 
converted oaly in the last nonents of' 
his life. Ee had no good works nnd 
He was without any of the benefits of' 
Church rites, 0ut on t h e co~fession of 
his s;i.nful way of' life, a..."1.d on his 
express cc faith i.:::i Jesus as Lord, he 
received t~-ie pronise t~-ia t ~'lo would be 
with Christ in paradise on t l10 very 
day of' his dca th. 1-Ie we:1. t fron the 
cross to tho crown. 

Our Lord taught this sane truth 
that the Christia..~ goos straight to 
Heave~ at death, in his story of' the 
rich r.~n nnd the beggar Lazarus in 
Luke 16. Lt death, Lazarus goes with-

~tory; ~or a..J.y place for it; for tho 
Bible says that we who arc alive shall 
then all be c:1n.."lged in a · noaent, in the 
twiz1klihg of an oyoc Thus, who thol:'. .o.t 
His second coning~ or at our entering 
i.i.J. to His presence at death 1 it is th-e 
power of God which transforos us into 
C~1rist' s likcanoss. A purgatory is not. 
neododo Such is tho teachi~g of God's 
Word., 

There is a second basic error in 
the traditional Rowffi1. Cab~olic doctrine 
o:f purgatory., Hot only is tho trru.J.s­
forning power of the Holy Spirit neg­
lected, but also the :forgiving work of' 
Christ. .This f'orgetf'ulne·ss of' Christis 
satisf.action for all our sins is illus­
trated by Cardi~al Bellarnine's renarks 
about purgatory (Book 2 Cho9); "The 
tornents there are so dreadful that to 
atter.-:pt to describe thon would be 
utterly izi vain.... I:l. · purgatory · are 
kept those who in this life had 
repented ~1.deeq of' their sins but 1-iad 
not paid tho penalty due f'or then". To 
this we i:iay .veply that if' we repent 
i:ideed of' our sins, -they are coopletcly 
forgiven us. They are hlo~ted out like 
a thick cloud~ as the Bible says., We 
do not ~ave to pay t~c penalty for 
then, for Cb.rist has paid it all L~ 2is 
death on the cross, as I said, since 
the Lord has laid on HiD the ir:iquity 
o:f us all. There is no need for purg­
atory because there is no uonqcr.m~tion 

to those who are trusting in Christ 
Jesus. We do not need the purging of 
purgatory to aake us worthy of' heaven 
f'or 11 tho blood of' Jesus Christ cleans-

J 



on page L~77 of' 11 L ITew Catecli.ism -
Catholic Faith for Adults" published by 
the Roman Catholic 3ishop of 2olland, 
purgatory is explained away and Roman 
Catholics are told "We must train our 
imaginatio:is to return to the soberness 
of antiquity and to · consider the 
purificatio~ of purgatory as connected 
with death,. Ue nust not r.iake it one of' 
the Last Things in isolatio~~ We must 
not make it too independeIJ.t ar:. entity -
all the more so because Scripture hardly 
speaks of' it at all. 11 The only scrip­
ture quoted is 2 Maccabees - ~n-iichr of 
~vu.rse :• is not in the 3ible but in the 
Apocrypha~ so thut Scripture is quite 
silent about purgatoryo 

A belief in a place of painful 
purging after death arises :froo a 
:forgetf'ulness of' the power of Godts 
Holy Spirit e It is t~:.e Eoly Spirit wlD 
transforms us into Christ's likeness, 
and for this :1.0 long process of' purg­
ing witn painful fire is :1.ecessary. 
Here and now as our hearts gaze on 
Christ, rnad.e k .. J.own to us in Scripture$ 
we are tra..l"ls:formed by the Holy Spirit 1 s 
power in to Christ's li~rnnes s, :from 
glory to glory~ as St Paul puts ito 
When at deat:'l we shall see C:i.;rist face 
to face ru.~d no longer in a glass, 
darkly: tl':en we shall be like :-ar..1: 
transformed by the same power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

This is also true at CP...rist 's 
second .coming. Even Romm~ Ca tho lies 
acknowledge that whe:;:i our Lord comes 
again there will be :rio need for purg-

out delay to rest and bliss and joy, 
while the sinner goes to hell: to 
torments, to quote Jesus' word. 

Turning to tho teaching of' St 
Paul we find that the Lpostle expresses 
the sar.1e truth clearly. }{e wrote in 
2 Corin t:1.ians 5 11 U e know that if the 
earthly house of our tabernacle is 
dissolved wo have u buildi::.-ig f'ron God~ 
a house not made with ha:.'lds ~ eternal i:n 
the heav~., • • • knowil'lg th.at t whilst 
we are at home in tho body~ we arc 
absent :froa the Lord (for we walk by 
f'ai.ths not by sight); we arc of' good 
courage" I say~ and are willi~g rather 
to be absent from the body: ~~d to be 
at ho!:ne with the Lordo 11 In these VBl:'ses 
St Pai.'..l teaches the Cori:-ithia."1.s th.at 
when we leave our bodies we are ushered 
in to the prese:ice of' our Saviour, Who 
is seateQ at God~s right ha..~d i~ heaven. 

In J::is l·etter to the Philippiai.J.s 
the Apostle Paul repeats the same sent­
iments, sayi:::ig "For to rao to live is 
Christ,- a.nd to die is gai~-i • • • I am i:n 
a strait betwixt the two: hav:L.J.g the 
desire .12..._ depart and_ be_ wi ti-: Christ; 
for it is very f'ar better". ITotice how 
the ~postle tenches his readers to be 
confident thnt death ushers then into 
the presonoo of Christ~ who is in 
heaven. 

Thus as we tl-iink of ~~o passing 
of our Christian friends, or, indeed$ 
as wo f'acc that valley ourselves, our 
hearts should not tre~blc ~or be afraid, 
nor shrink, but we should hnve peace 



and joy through rcmemberi:::ig thnt our 
Saviour Christ will receive us. In 
Revelation 14: lJ we read "Jmd I heard 
a voice from l'!cnvcn saying, 1Wri te this 
do~, 3lossed arc the dead which die in 
the Lord from henceforth: yon, saith 
the Spirit, that they may rest from 
their labours; for their works follow 
with ther.i. t " 

Tho question may arise in our 
minds as to how it is possible that we 
who are so marred by sin and iap-erfect·­
ion should enter imoedintoly into 
heaven, thnt place of perfections. The 
answer is simple: we o::::lte:i.~ into G.od~ s 
presence not by our own right, but by 
Christ ts f not clothed with our Ol'm vir­
tues, but with Christ's. St Paul's 
hope, so he told tho Philippians, was 
"to be found in Christ, not having a 
righteousness of my own, naoely that 
which is of' the law, but thn.t which is 

hrough faith in Christ, a righteous­
ness which is fro~ God. by faith. 11 

The toaching of the Now Testament 
is plain that those who are trusting in 
Christ go to be with Eim at dcatho The 
Roman Catholic Church, however, teaches 
its members to expect to go to Purgat­
ory. Roma.L Catholics believe not only 
in heaven and hell~ which arc taught in 
tho Bible-t but also in a third place, 
purgatoryo . Hell is for impenitent 
sinners, but purgatory is for Christinns 
on their way to heaven. Purgntory is 
described as a place of pu.Lishment 
where Christian souls suf'f0r "a aost 
severe pnnishmen t 11 to quo t0 the words 

of a book by a former Roraan Catholic 
Coadjutor Archbishop of' Sydney. The 
Archbishop goes on to describe these 
souls in purgntory as enduring dread­
ful suffering nnd a.gony., I quote f'rom 
pa.go 293 of' 'Catholic Doctrine' by 
Archbishop Sheehan as taught in the 
Rol:la;.1. Cc::.tholic dny schools, "Such a 
purgatory is a pla.ce of terror nnd 
tor1:J.en t ~ the pains of' which differ 
little f'rom those of hell~ except that 
they don~t last for ever, but thnt 
there is a hope of being released from 
them". For Roman Catholics who believe 
this touching about purgatory t doa th 
is a terrifying prospec~ for it ushers 
us into a place of terror Q...IC~d torments 
the pains of which we are told differ 
little from those of Hell, in which we 
are likely to stay for n long long 
poriodo Happily~ it may be stated 
th.at there is no mention ~n Scripture 
of purgatory., It is an entirely 
imaginary placeo It has no existence 
in fact, although a great deal of 
Roann Catholic practice is based on a 
belief' in its realityc However, not 
only is Scripture silent about it but 
the possibility of its existence is 
excluded by the plain teaching of 
those Scripttu~os which I have already 
quotedr which teach that at death the 
Christian goes to be with Christ. 

A belief in purgatory arises 
frora a lack of knowledge of' the niblo. 
It is not surprising that as a result 
.of the new interest in the Bible in 
the Roman Catholic church1 the doctrine 
of purgatory is being corrected. Thus 



and joy through remembering ti~at our 
Saviour Christ will receive us. In 
Revelation 14:13 we read "And I heard 
a voice f'rom l'!.eavcn saying, 1Write this 
down, Blessed arc the dead which die in 
the Lord from henceforth: yea, saith 
the Spirit, that they raay rest from 
their labours; f'or their works follow 
with ther:1. t " 

The questio~ may arise in our 
minds as to how it is possible that we 
who are so marred by sin and iop-erfect.­
ion should enter i:mnediutoly into 
heaven, that plnce of perfections. The 
answer is simple: we o:itei.~ in to G.od: s 
presence not by our own right, but by 
Christ's; not clothed with our own vir­
tues, but with Christ's. St Paul's 
hope, so he told the Philippians, was 
"to be found in Christ, not having a 
righteousness of ray own, naaely that 
which is of' the law, but thnt which is 
: hrough f'aith in Christ, a righteous-
ness which is from God. by faith." 

Tho teaching of' the How Testament 
is plain that those who are trusting in 
Christ go to be with Eim at dcatho The 
Roman Catholic Church, however, teaches 
its members to expect to go to Purgat­
ory. Roman Catholics believe not only 
in heaven and hell~ which arc taught in 
tho Bible... but also in a third place, 
purgntoryg ' nell is for impenitent 
sinners, but purgatory is f'or Christians 
on their way to heaven. Purgntory is 
described as a place of pu..~ishr.tcnt 
where Christiun souls suffer "n most 
severe punishment" to quote the words 

of' a book by a former Roman Catholic 
Coadjutor Archbishop of' Sydney. The 
Archbishop goos on to describe these 
souls in purgatory as enduring dread­
ful suffering und agony., I quote f'rom 
page 293 of' 'Catholic DoctrincY by 
Archbishop Sheehan as taught in the 
Roaa:n Cc. tholic day schools, "Such a 
purgatory is a place of terror nnd 
tor;:ien t ~ tho pains of which differ 
little :from those of' hell~ except thn t 
they don~t last f'or ever, but thnt 
there is a hope of being released from 
them". For Roman Catholics who believe 
this teaching about purgatory r. death 
is a terrifying prospec~ f'or it ushers 
us into a place of' terror und torment~ 
the pains of' which we are told dif'f cr 
little from those of Hell, in which we 
are likely to stay . for a lo:ng long 
pcriodc Happily~ it may be stated 
that there is no mention in Scripture 
of' purgatoryo It is an entirely 
imaginary placeo It has no existence 
in fact, although a great deal of 
Roann Catholic practice is based on a 
belief' in its realityo However, not 
only is Scripture silent about it but 
the possibility of its existence is 
excluded by the plain teaching of 
those Scriptures which I have already 
quotodr which teach that at death the 
Christian goes to be with Christo 

A belief' in purgatory arises 
frora a lack of knowledge of the 3iblo. 
It is not surprising that as a result 
.of the new interest in the Bible in 
the Roman Cn tholic churcl11 the doctrine 
of purgatory is being corrected. Thus 



on page L~77 of 11 L. Hew Catecli.ism -
Catholic Faith f'or Adults 11 published by 
the Ronan Catholic Bishop of 2olla.~d, 
purgatory is explained away a..""ld Roman 
Catholics are told "We must train our 
imaginatio:is to return to the soberness 
of antiquity and to · co::::sider the 
purificatiorr of purgatory as connected 
with death.. We nus t not r.ic:tke it one of 
the Last Things in isolutio:::i, We must 
not make it too independeD.t a!l entity -
all the more so because Scripture hardly 
speaks of' it at all. 11 The only scrip­
ture quoted is 2 Maccabees - whichr of 
~vu.rse:, is not in the 3 ible but in the 
Apocrypha , so thc:.t Scripture is quite 
silent about purgatoryo 

A belief in a place of painful 
purging a£ter death arises :fron a 
forgetfulness of' tile power of God ts 

Holy Spiri te It is t~:.e Eoly Spirit wln 
transforms us into Christ's likeness, 
and for t!'lis :1.o long process o:f purg­
ing witn painful fire is ~ecessary. 

Here and now .as our hearts gaze on 
Christ , raad.e k ... J.own to us in Scripture g 

we are transformed by the Holy Spirit~s 
power in to Christ ts lilrnness, from 
glory to glory~ as St Paul puts itc 
When at deatl"! we shall see Cio.rist face 
to face ru~d no longer ·in a glass, 
darkly~ tl:.en w~ shall be lik e :2Iim ~ 
trans:forll!ed by the same power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

This is also true at Christ 1s 
second .coming. Even Roman Catholics 
acknciwledge that wheri our Lord comes 
again there will be no need for purg-

out delay to rest and bliss and joy, 
while the sinner goes to hell: to 
torments, to quote Jesus' word. 

Turning to tho teaching of St 
Paul wo f'L"ld th.at the J:..po stle expresses 
the sane truth clearly. Re wrote in 
2 Corin tl1.ians 5 11 1:! e know th.at if' the 
eart:"-lY ii.ouse of our tabernacle is 
dissolved wo h ave n buildi!'.lg :fron God~ 
a house not oade with ha:~ds~ eternal i n 
the heay~.. • <. knowing t lm.t t whilst 
we are at home in the body~ we arc 
absent :froa tho Lord (for we walk by 
faith~ not by sight); we are of' good 
courage" I say ~ and are willi:ig rather 
to be abso~t from the body: a..~d to be 
at ho:ne with the Lordo 11 In these VBl'.'ses 
St Pa~'!l teaches the Cori:~thians that 
when we leave our bodies we are ushered 
in to the prese:icc of our Saviour, Wl:.o 
is seateQ at God~s right han d in ~eaven. 

In !:is l ·ettor to tho Philippian.s 
tho Apostle Paul repeats tho sa..'110 sent­
iments, snyi::ig "For to mo to live is 
Christ; nn<i to die is gain • .. • I am in 
a strait betwixt the two: hav:L."'1.g tho 
desire to depart and_.be_ wi tI"- Christ; 
for it is very __ far bettor 11 • ITotice how 
the ~postle tenches his readers to be 
confident thnt death ushers then into 
tho prosonoo of Christ~ who is in 
heaven. 

Thus as we think of t..11.o passing 
of our Christian friends, or, i~deod~ 
as wo face that valley ourselves, our 
hearts should not tre~blo ~or be afraid, 
nor shrink:, but we shouJ.d hnve peace 



One of the most ir..Iportant quest­
ions that ca:~ be asked is the question 
of 'where do we go when w0 die? £ This 
is a.~ importcuJ.t question,which touches 
us all very closely; but fron the nat­
ure of the case, we cannot a.~swor it 
from our own exporie::ice; it ca.!. only 
be answered fror.1 God's Word, :for God 
alone is able to reveal tho truth as 
to what lies beyond tho curtain of 
death. Now the Bible is God 1 s \ford. 

So turning to the :3ible we are 
impressed by our Lord's words to the 
penitent thief, who was boi:o.'1.g cruci­
fied on a cross alongside :-=is. In 
Luke 23: 21.t- we read 11 L:.1.d Jesus said 
u...J.to him, truly I say unto thee today 
thou shalt be with me in paradise." 
We know :from elsewhere in the Hew 
Testament that paradise is another 
nane for heaven- This assurance of 
.J-;:::sus bo .dis compa?lion is all the nore 
remarkable because tho dying thief was 
converted only in tho last noncnts of 
his life. Ee had no good works and 
He was without any of t~e benefits of 
Church rites, but on the confession of 
his sinful way of life, a....'1.d o::i his 
oxprosseC. faith i:::i Jesus as Lord, he 
received the pronise t~nt ~e would be 
with Christ in paradise on ti.1.e very 
day of' his doa th. I-Ie we:i. t fron tho 
cross to the crown. 

Our Lord taught this sane truth 
that the Christian goes straight to 
Heave~ at death, in his story of tho 
rich man and the beggar Lazarus in 
Luke 16. Lt death, Lazarus goos with-

~tory; nor n...J.y place for it; for tho 
Bible says that we who arc alive shall 
then nll. be c:1.n...""lged in a.· noaent, in the 
twfa1kling of' un eye., Thus, whcthe~ . Q.t 
iiis second coningc or at our entering 
LJ. to His pres en.co at den th 7 it is the 
power of God which transforns us into 
C~l.rist 1 s lil·rnness. A purgatory i.s not. 
neodedo Such is tho teachi~g of God's 
·wordo 

There is a second basic· error in 
tho traditional .Rown.n Ca~~olic doctrine 
of purgatoryc Not only is the tra.11.S­
foroing power of tho Holy Spirit neg­
lected, but also the forgiving work of' 
Cb.rist. .This forgetfulness of Christ• s 
satisf.action for al.l our sins is illus­
trated by Cardi~al Bellarnine's renarks 
about purgatory (Book 2 Cho9); "The 
torQonts there are so dreadf'ul that to 
atter.~t to describe then would be 
utterly i:i vnin ... e I:::i purgatory · are 
kept those who in this life had 
repented i:ndce<! of their sins but "}"lad 
not paid the penalty due f'or theo 11 • To 
this we r:iay :12cply that if we repent 
i:-idced of our sins, ·they are cor.rplotely 
forgiven us. They are blo~ted out like 
n thick ~loud, as the Bible says., We 
do not ~ave to pay t~o penalty for 
thee, for Christ has paid it all ia ~is 
death on the cross, as I said, since 
the Lord has laid on Hin ~"lJ.e irc.iquity 
of us all. There is no need for purg­
atory because there is no QQnqor.m~tion 

to those who are trusting in Christ 
Jesus. We do not need the purging of 
purgatory to onke us worthy of' heaven 
:for "tb.o blood of Jesus Christ cleans-

J 



et~1. us f'rorn all sin". I-Iis death is the 
only purgatory or place of' clea.~sing 

that we need, a....~d those who have been 
washed in the blood of the Lamb are 
cleansed f'ror:1 every spot. So you see 
that there is no room for a doctrine of 
purgatory in IJew Testame::::t religion. 
No wonder, then, t:1.ere is no teaching 
about it in Scripture to which alone we 
must go in answering the question o~ 

what lies beyond deat~. On the contrary 
the 3ible teaches us that ir we have 
put our :faith in Christ, if we acknow­
ledge Him as Lord, we .may look forward 
not only to His blessin.g a ow, in this 
life, but to bliss iiereaf'ter. Hot 
terror and torment in purgatory, but 
rest ·and joy and ~appi:~css in the 
presence of God in 3 oaven is what the 
Bible assures Christi~ will be their 
portion after death. This is what God · 
has prepared for t h ose who love Him. 
This sure and certain hope should f'ill 
our thoughts, so that wo serve God now 
with cheerfulness a~d joy, and rest in 
i-Iim f'or tho future. 
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