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The Editors are not responsible for the 
opinions expressed by Correspondents.

W e  can pay no attention to anonymons 
communications.

le tte rs  for the Syd.7wg E ditors  may be 
addressed to tbe care of Joseph Cook and Co., 
370, George-street, Sydney.

Correspondence and communications baring 
reference to tbe Dioceses o f Newcastle orG on l- 
bum , should be addressed to tbe Newcastle 
or G oulbum  Editors, as intimated in the first 
and second numbers o f this pubboatiou;—  

In  tbe former case to The D iocesah E ditoe  
o f  The Church Chronicle, M oepbth . In  tbe 
latter case, to  tbe G otobheh E d ito e  o f  The 
Church Chronicle, Office o f  tbe D iocesah 
D epot , G ohxbheit.

W e  regret to be obliged to postpone the 
insertion o f several oommnnications, and espe­
cially o f  tbe B in passed by tbe New Zealand 
Legislature to enable Diocesan Synods o f  tbe 
U n ited Church o f England and Ireland in 
New Zealand to manage and regulate Church 
property within their respective Dioceses.

TH E  DIOCESE O F  M E L B O U R N E .
Appearances at home indicate the 

prohability o f a revival o f  the old 
quarrel which broke out at the Eefor- 
mation, and cannot he said at any 
time to have entirely died out. Anti- 
reformation and pro-Eomish practices 
have made strange and rapid progress 
in England within the last few years. 
The ceremonial in certain churches is 
Eomish to a startling degree. Proces­
sions, vestments, incense, prostrations, 
adoration o f the elements, are in use for 
the avowed purpose o f  drawing closer 
to that so-caUed mother o f  churches, 
whom the Eeformers designated by a 
very different and, as they believed, a 
more Scriptural term, as “  the mother 
o f  harlots.”  (Eev., xvii., 5 .) The posi­
tion taken up by some o f the clergy is 
that o f  the unreformed Anglican 
priests in the days o f  H enry V III . , 
who had outwardly cast off allegi­
ance to Eome, but in heart retained 
aU Eomish doctrine, and in desire 
looked for tke reunion o f Christendom 
under one spiritual head.

Opposed to these tendencies is the 
strong Protestant determination to 
uphold the authority o f  the W ord  o f 
G od, and that simplicity and purity o f 
worship which has hitherto character­
ised the Church o f England.

The language o f one party is, that 
“  the Eeformation was a limb ill set 
o f  tbe other, that i f  the Eeformation 
was worth having it is worth main­
taining. On the one hand we see Dr. 
Pusey with his “  Eirenicon”  endeavor­

ing to bridge over the gu lf which separ­
ates the Church o f England from the 
Church of Eome, renewing the attempt 
o f Archbishop W ake with no learned 
and kindly Galilean such as Bossuet to 
meet him, and on the other, there are 
men as strong in their determination 
as ever Bishop HaU was, that there 
shall he “  no peace with Eom e.”

Our sympathies are most decidedly 
with the latter. W e consider that our 
only safe position is one o f  continued 
protest against the false teaching and 
anti-christian usurpation o f  the Bishop 
o f Eome and o f all who sympathise with 
him.

Prom England attention is occa­
sionally directed to these colonies by 
those who desire to know what part 
the Colonial Church is likely to take 
in the impending strife. Some have 
cherished the hope that the Church 
in the colonies may open a way for the 
emancipation o f the Church at homo 
from those State-contrived fetters in 
which she is represented as being 
bound. Others look with anxiety to 
the development o f  the Church’s ten­
dencies in matters o f  ritual. AVill the 
daughter preserve the decent and 
simple ceremonial o f  the Eeformed 
Church o f  England, or will she take 
her part with those who are imitating 
the practices and following the fashions 
o f the Church o f  Eome.*

W e believe that hitherto the Colo­
nial Church in this southern hemi­
sphere has been wholly free from extra-

*A  Oburcb paper, in announcing tbat vest­
ments are to  be introduced into a certain 
noted cburcb, expresses a regret (not tbat they 
are to be introduced, but) tbat they are of 
“  tbe Eoman fasbion.”
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vagancics o f  tliis nature. "We trust tliat 
under the blessing o f God upon the 
judicious government of her bishops, 
and under the influence of that good 
common sense and intelligent attach­
ment to the Church o f England which 
characterises the clergy and laity, we 
shall ever preserve purity o f doctrine 
and spirituality o f worship.

A  circumstance which has recently 
taken place in the diocese of Melbourne 
is o f  more than ordinary interest, as 
bearing upon the question o f episcopal 
authority in matters o f ritual. The 
Bishops at home have frequently 
been blamed for not interposing their 
authority to  prevent such ritualistic 
extravagancies as are practised in many 
London churches. The Bishop o f 
London stated in the House of Lords 
that the law would not bear out 
the Bishops i f  they attempted to inter­
fere.

The course which the Bishop o f 
Melbourne has taken is likely to test 
the correctness o f  this statement. H o 
has issued an injunction on the subject 
o f  Choral services, and assigned his 
reasons for doing this, and required his 
clergy to conduct the services o f  the 
Church according to his interpretation 
o f the Eubric.

His reasons are as follows:—
1. The B ook o f Common Prayer 

does not authorise Choral services.
2. The B ook o f Common Prayer 

gives express authority to the Bishop 
o f the Diocese, by his discretion, to 
take order for the quieting and ap­
peasing o f all diversities, if  any arise, 
and for the resolution of all doubts 
concerning the manner how to under­
stand, do and execute the things con­
tained in it.

3. The being invested with authority 
imposes an obligation to exercise that 
authority when there is occasion.

4. Obedience to the lawful injunc­
tions o f  the Ordinary is not the less 
obligatory upon the conscience o f  a 
clergyman because from whatever cause 
that injunction may be neglected with 
impunity.

Having dwelt upon those reasons the 
Bishop issues his injunction, as fol- 

“  N o  portions o f the service o f

the Church shall be sung or intoned, 
except such as are expressly authorised 
by the E u bric ; and there shall not be 
introduced into the ser\'ice, either on 
the ground o f ancient usage, or because 
it has been adopted in some churches 
in England, or on any pretence what­
ever, any ceremonial which is not 
directed or sanctioned by the Book o f 
Common Prayer.”

The issuing o f this injunction has 
been followed by an unusual amount 
o f  controversy, in which the principal 
parties opposed to it have beenveryfully 
and ably answered by the Bishop him­
self. During the recent session o f  the 
M elbourne Church Assembly, it was 
anticipated by some that the injimction 
would form one o f the subjects o f  dis­
cussion. Tliere was a determination 
on the part o f others not to allow this 
to bo done, considering the question 
to be one with which the Assembly had 
no concern.

A ll difficulty was, however, removed 
by the Bishop adopting the following 
course. H e announced in his charge 
that he was willing to submit the ques­
tion o f  his right to issue the injunction 
to the Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
subsequently laid a paper before the 
Church Assembly, in which he had 
drawn up certain questions to be sub­
mitted to the Archbishop.

As the Bishop’s injunction was issued 
last September, there has been suffici­
ent time to obtain the opinion o f those 
in England who interest themselves in 
colonial Church affairs. As might be 
expected, it is very differently regarded 
by different persons. The Guardian, 
and those whose opinions it is supposed 
to represent, regard the order as an 
unwarranted and uncalled for inter­
ference with Choral services. Others 
from various causes give only a quali­
fied assent to the Bishop’s proceedings, 
and while they acknowledge the neces­
sity for restraining the tendency to 
excessive ritualism, and admire the 
courage and ability with which the in­
junction has been issued and defended, 
confess that they could not themselves 
have ventured on such a step.

A nd herein we consider that the 
Bishop o f  Melbourne has done well.

H e has laid his hand upon a great and 
acknowledged evil, and has said it shall 
not go further. The particular form o f 
ritualism against which ho takes order 
is o f  small moment in comparison with 
the important principle which is in­
volved in his act, which is, shall the 
authority o f the Bishop suffice to  pre­
vent our simple and reasonable worship 
from being overlaid and disguised by 
Eomanising practices.

The Preface to the Book o f Common 
Prayer, “  concerning the service o f  the 
Church,”  has the following direction; 
— “  And forasmuch as nothing can be 
so plainly set forth, but doubts may 
arise in the use and practice o f  the 
sam e; to appease all such diversity (if 
any arise), and for the resolution of all 
doubts concerning the manner how to 
imderstand, do and execute the things 
contained in this book, the parties that 
so doubt or diversely take anything, 
shall always resort to the Bishop o f  the 
Diocese, who by his discretion shall 
take order for the quieting and ap­
peasing o f the same, so that the same 
erder be not contrary to anything con­
tained in this book. And if  the Bishop 
o f  the Diocese be in doubt, then may 
he send for the resolution thereof to 
the Archbishop.”

A cting upon this direction, the 
Bishop has issued his injunction, and 
because doubts have arisen as to his 
right to take this course, he has sent 
for the resolution thereof to  the Arch­
bishop.

In  these days the vindication o f law­
ful authority is difficult, and when the 
attempt is made it should have our 
sympathy, because i f  successful it is o f 
great and general advantage. The 
maintenance o f just authority is a 
benefit, not only to the particular body 
in which it is upheld, but to  the cause 
o f  order throughout the Church.

I f  the English Bishops, instead o f 
waiting to see what would be the effect 
e f  an appeal to the Ecclesiastical 
Court, had used their spiritual autho­
rity and required that ritualistic obser­
vances hitherto unknown to the Eo- 
formed Church of England should 
cease, they would in all probability 
have been supported by such a mani-
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festation o f public opinion as would 
either have suiEced to put down such 
practices, or have necessitated legisla­
tion on the subject. There are many 
in England who wUl feel that what 
the Bishop o f  Melbourne has done in 
his diocese ought long since to have 
been done at home. The Church 
might then have been spared some o f 
the bitterness of that conflict which is 
inevitable, as well as the humiliation o f 
seeing men nominally mmisters in our 
beloved Church practically preparing 
themselves and others for the service 
and idolatry o f  the Church o f  Eome.

C ^ h u ijd i

T h e  C h u e c u  S o ciety .— Tho montlily 
meeting was hold on Monday, the 5th instant, 
the Bishop in tho chair; twenty-one other 
members being present. In  the absence o f  
the Secretary (who was unwell), prayers were 
read by the Dean : tho minutes o f  tho last 
meeting were then road and confirmod. The 
Finance Committee reported that £337 2s. 7d. 
had been received, and a warrant for the pay­
ment o f  £450 7s. 2d. was presented. Tho 
Finance Committee were unable to recommend 
any new grants until the funds were enlarged. 
Tho apphoations which had been referred to 
them were, therefore, left for future considera­
tion, when, it is hoped, the resoirrees o f  the 
Society may admit o f their being entertained. 
One payment o f £37 lOs. was authorised by 
tho General Committee, upon tho ground that 
the claim was a pressing one, for expenses in- 
cimred by the Kev. W . B. Cave for himself 
and family, some months since, in removing to 
this Diocese from the colony o f Victoria. The 
Bishop laid on the table a lleport o f the M el­
bourne Aborigines’ Mission for 1865, and gave 
some information which he had obtained from 
the Committee, during his late visit to M el­
bourne conceriring the state and prospects o f  
the Mission. The proximity o f the Mission to 
tho township o f  Wentworth seems to mihtato 
against the success o f the work ; and it might 
becom e a question whether this Society should 
continue its aid to the extent it now does, 
unless tho Aborigines o f New South W ales 
were benefited by it. In consequence o f  the 
first Monday in April falHng on a general 
holiday, it was resolved to hold the next Com­
mittee meeting on Wednesday, the 4th o f  
April, at 4 p.m.

T h e  STDitET D io cesae  C o m m it t e e .— As 
noticed in our last number, the Annual Meeting 
o f  this branch o f the S. P. G ., and S. P . C. K . 
was held at 7'30 p.m. on the 5th instant, in 
the Infant School-room, Castlereagh Street. 
Tho Lord Bishop presided, and called first 
upon the Secretary to open the meeting with 
prayer. The clerical Secretary, the Dean, then 
read the rep ort; from which it appeared that 
the total receipts o f the Committee had been 
£917  6s. l id . ,  and the total expenditure £867 
9s. 8d . ; leading a balance o f  £49 17s. 3d. 
The sales at the Depository were as follow s:—  
979 Bibles, 529 New Testaments, 175 Church 
Services, 70 Bible and Prayer Books bound in 
one volume, 2,217 Books o f Common Prayer, 
and 11,938 miscellaneous books and tracts; 
total, 15,936. Tho following grants were made

b y  the Conmiittec during the year :—
January.— A  Bible and Book o f  Common 

Prayer for use in the Church at Forbes, in 
celebrating Divine service. Books for Sunday 
School at Western gold-fields. F or Sunday 
School at Cobbitty, 10 Bibles, 24 New Testa­
ments.

February.— For the Sunday School at Sofala, 
a supply o f  books, and tracts for the use o f  the 
Chinese in that locahty. Tracts (to the extent 
o f  £ 1) for distribution in the district o f  Dapto. 
F or printing the Liturgy in German, for use 
o f  the Germans attending Divine service at St. 
Andrew’s Church, £5.

April.— Tho sum o f £10 towards the addi­
tion o f  a room to the teacher’ s residence at 
Bankstown. Books to the extent o f  £ 2  for 
Sunday School at Kelso. Books for the Sun­
day Schools at Botany and W aterloo, and a 
grant o f  £3, in the form o f deduction from  tho 
price o f Bibles and Prayer Books to be resold, 
at reduced prices, to the Sunday scholars at 
W aterloo.

May.— Towards tho enlargement o f  the 
school-house at Woonoona, £7. Towards the 
enlargement and alteration o f  the Eandwick 
School, upon condition that tho remainder o f 
tho sum required was raised in the parish, 
£20. Books and tracts for tho distribution 
among the free selectors at Wingeecarribec, 
£ 3 . F or purchase o f certain Chinese books 
for use at Sofala.

June.— Towards the erection o f the residence 
for the school-master at Eouso H ill, £25. For 
tho church at Kiama, a Bible, Prayer Book, 
and books for tho communion table. Books 
to the extent o f 30s. for Sunday School at 
Pennant Hills. Towards repairs o f  school at 
Canterbury, £10.

August.— Tracts and books o f family prayer 
for distribution by the Eev. Thomas Sharpe, 
o f Bathurst, £1. Towards com pleting a 
school-church in the Sassifras district, £15. 
T o meet certain legal expenses incurred in 
securing the conveyance o f the site o f  tho 
school buildings at Seven Hills, £6  12s.

September.— Thirty-six Prayer Books for 
tho use o f the inmates o f the Asylum at Tarban 
Creek, at Divine service.

December.— For the Sunday School and 
Sunday School Library at Fryingpan, on the 
Bathurst Koad, £2.

To Mr. James Biddlecombe, schoolmaster at 
the Canoblas, the school being entirely unsup­
ported by either Board o f  Education, £10. 
An examination o f those grants shews that the 
committee has been enabled to assist the ad­
vancement o f Christ’ s work in various parts o f 
the diocese in the following ways :— 1. B y  pro­
moting Sunday school instruction. 2. B y  en­
couraging education in daily schools, through 
the aid given to the enlargement or erection 
o f school buildmgs. 3. By helping tho duo 
celebration of Divine worship. 4. B y  the 
distribution o f tracts containing Gospel 
truth, and thus contributing to the diffusion 
o f tho knowledge o f  salvation. B ut a much 
wider influence for good has been exercised 
by tho sales which have been made from 
your dep6t. Nearly 16,000 publications inclu­
ding among them 1500 or 1600 copies o f  the 
W ord  o f God, have thus been spread through 
the community, which wUl have been more or 
less read by those who have purchased them 
or by their friends, tho largest number, perhaps 
by the young and rising generation. May it 
not be hoped that the seed thus sown will, in 
many instances, take root in ground prepared 
for its reception, and, springing up, bear fruit 
unto everlasting lifr.

I t  appeared also from the report that the 
clergy and the subscribers generally have faci­

lities o f obtaining valuable theological and 
other works through this Society at a very 
reasonable cost. Tlie Committee certainly 
deserves much more extended support than it 
at present enjoys.

W e cannot, we regret to say, give a full 
report o f the addresses dehvered upon the oc­
casion. The following valuable testimonies to 
the Book o f Common Prayer, were adduced by 
the Bishop in the course o f his opening remarks. 
They are as follows :—

“ He knew no better commentary on the 
Bible than tliQ liturgy o f the Church o f Eng­
land. Ho regretted to say that there was in 
some minds a want o f  due appreciation o f the 
Book o f Common Prayer, arising more from 
ignorance than from anything else, and he 
thought that i f  such persons read it, as Dr. 
Chalmers had done, with care and with a 
desire to know its contents, they would, as 
Chalmers had done, give it earnest commenda­
tion for its spiritual language and the idea 
upon which it was constructed. H e had met 
with two or three testimonies on this subject. 
Bucer, a foreign reformer, said, “  In  tho order 
o f  the Communion and Daily Prayers, I  see 
nothing appointed in the book which is not 
taken out of the sacred Scriptures, i f  not in 
express words as in tho Psalms and Lessons, 
yet in sense, as are tho Collects. Also the 
manner o f these lessons and prayers and the 
times when they are to be used are constituted 
very agreeably both with the W ord  o f G od 
and the observation o f the ancient churches.”  
He thought nothing could well be more 
eulogistic than the last passage o f  this testi­
mony. But it was sometimes said o f  the Book 
o f Common Prayer that there was much in it 
that was taken from Eomish books o f devo­
tion. There were some thmgs common to both. 
There was the Lord’s Prayer— would it be 
urged that this should be om itted because it 
happened to be in a Eomish missal. There 
was, however, a liigher authority for the use 
o f this prayer than the fact o f  its being in the 
Eomish ritual. As with this prayer, so with 
others; they were taken, not from  Eomish 
books, but from some o f the earliest Liturgies 
o f the Christian Church. The more he re­
garded the Book o f Common Prayer, its his­
tory, the circumstances under which it w,as 
framed, and the contending factious o f  the 
times tlu-ough which it had been brought 
down to us, the mox-e he blessed G od  for His 
providential interference by which it had been 
preserved to us to the present day. The next 
testimony was that o f John W esley, who said :
“  I  believe there is no Liturgy in  the world, 
either in ancient or m odem  language, which 
breathes more o f solid. Scriptural, rational 
piety, than the B ook o f  Common Prayer ; and 
though the main o f  it was compiled two hun­
dred years ago, yet is the language o f it not 
only pure, but strong and elegant in the 
highest degree.”  And, in conclusion, he would 
give tho opinion o f an eminent Baptist Divine, 
Eobert Hall, who sa id :— “  The evangelical 
purity of its sentiments, tho chastised fervour 
o f its devotions, and tho majestic simplicity o f 
its language, were combined to place it in the 
very first rank o f uninspired compositions.” 

N e w  S chool B oom s a t  S t . B a e n a b a s , 
Sy d n e y .— Owing to an unexpected press o f 
matter from other quart ers, we were obliged 
to omit from our last number, among other 
items of local Church news, an account which 
we had forwarded to the printer, o f the in­
teresting ceremony of opening these important 
additions to the School premises. W e  wish, 
however, to give some information upon the 
subject to our readers, that they may know 
how much has been done in that district.
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The foundation stone o f these rooms was 
laid on the 27th ISToTembcr last, by Mrs. 
Tliomas Cooper. Together -with the other 
school-rooms, the whole building is now 140 
feet long by 30 feet in width, and has cost 
altogether £3100. The cost of the recent 
addition is £530.

The opening was celebrated by a social tea 
meeting, at which wo understand there were 
800 guests. The tea was provided by thirty 
ladies at their own expense, and a spirit o f 
earnest co-operation was manifest throughout 
the proceedings.

E. W . C a m e b o j .-, Esq. o f Balmain, presided, 
and in a very cordial manner expressed his 
groat satisfaction at what had been accomplished 
in that district, through the exertions o f the 
Bev. Thomas Smith.

Up to the time o f  the meeting £300 had been 
contributed, and £50 promised towards pay­
ment o f the building debt, leaving a balance o f 
£180. O f that sum £100 was realised by the 
meeting ; o f  the remaining £80, the sum o f £40  
is expected from tlie Denominational Board, 
and £40  it is hoped will bo raised by means o f 
a proposed concert.

The Bov. A . II. St e p h e n  and the Bev. W . 
S t a c k  then addressed the meeting, expressing 
their cordial sympathy with Mr. Smith’s success, 
and forcibly urging on the audience the pract­
ical exercise o f  Christian principles.

The meeting was then addressed by the Bev. 
Thomas Smith in  an eloquent speech in which 
he referred at length and with feelings o f deep 
and lieartfolt gratitude to jilmighty Q o d _ for 
all that had been accomplished during eight 
years in the district o f St. Barnabas.

AUe regret that we cannot find room for 
more than a small portion o f his remarks. Ho 
said, “  T o mo personally this is a rod letter day. 
AVhon I  call to m ind my entering in among you 
eight years ago, without an acquaintance, 
with no name, no adherents— when I  call to 
mind the ingathering o f  friends, the steady 
growth, the firm friendships, the unalterable 
attachments, the fact that not one word o f 
disunion has ever been breathed, and that to­
night we are met to consummate a desire I  
Inwe thought o f and laboured for—I  say you 
can understand me when I  say that words can 
seareo give adequate utterance to my feelings. 
This very room  was my fonnor dwelling-place ; 
here upon this spot did I  live when dear St. 
Barnabas was not bom  ; hero it was that I  often 
piraycd that G od  would make me a blessing to 
this district; here, in this room, the first link 
was forged in Australian affections ; and here, 
to-night, am I  permitted to witness thcaddition 
o f  the largest link o f  that chain of love. I t  is 
just seven years last Friday since we celebrated 
the opening o f  St. Barnabas proper, by a tea- 
meeting. Seven years have passed, and despite 
the prophecies, despite all that was said, we 
have, I  thmk, lived down opposition, and can 
afibrd to shako cordially 'the hands o f om  
enemies ; not enemies, no, friends under a mis­
conception. AVell, seven years have passed, 
St. Barnabas has grown ; the middle is left, 
but it has got a new front, ^and now wo are 
giving it a new back. W e have built one 
school, which was too small, and now we have 
built another. A n d  when we contemplate the 
object sought in the maternal structures, why 
all these buUdings ? wliy this church? why 
these school-rooms P AVhy, bcoauso we wish 
man to bo happy. Man’ s spiritual nature is 
essentially worth caring for, seeing what Christ 
has done for i t ; and is it not a noble object to 
seek to save the lost, to open up light in the 
darkness, to send the pm-ifying influences 
admist the pestilent miasma that floa,ts abroad ? 
Js it not a blessed work to seek to win back the

prodigal from the hfo o f sin, and to lift the 
degraded from the helplessness o f misery ? I f  
contrasts are sought sometimes to aid in argu­
ment, contrast the sanitary, social, and moral 
condition o f Blackwattle Swamp in 18GG with 
1857, and wo will abide by your verdict. AVe 
say unto us, not unto us, but to G o d  ̂be all 
the glory. AVo say the object is good, it seeks 
tho salvation o f the soul and the emancipation 
o f  the human intellect. B ot the least o f the 
work wo rejoice in is the subject o f education. 
AVo invite tho inspection o f you all. Come 
and look at our Sunday-school with its 800 
children well-dressed, and tho day schools, 
which, for order and tho cleauhness o f  tho 
children, are not surpassed in Sydney. Behold 
this work, and I feel assured you will feel that 
it is a matter for congratulation. AVo are not 
m et to celebrate individual success o f the 
Church to  wMch it is our privilege to belong—  
a Church so clastic that she can reach tho 
highest intellects, and retain as the brightest 
mark upon her escutcheon, that she is tho 
Church o f  tho poor. And oh ! it is a glorious 
sight to see upon G od’s blessed day tho 
thousand worshippers crowding this temple, 
and in language tho most simple and sublime 
joining in the blessed harmony o f praise, each 
taking part— imited voices swelling into_ a 
universal shout which makes the heart rejoice. 
A nd when we remember that this song o f praise 
is heard on  tho spot once consecrated to darker 
deeds— that hero no schools united little 
children— no gospel bell rung out the invitation 
— that tho district could say, “  None cared for 
me,”  and that here has grown up this largo 
church, these largo schools, this goodly ̂ people 
— wo will rejoice j “  Yea, we will rejoice.”  A nd 
then tho antieipativo view : The work has an 
enduring character; it stretches forward, its 
fingers point to unclouded skies, and homes 
untainted by a stain— yes, upward and onward 
to a heaven bright with blessing, to joys celestial, 
to delights unspeakable. Yes, wo see some fall 
out o f  the ranks ; death has smitten some very 
dear ones ; but as our ranks are thinned, tho 
heavenly rank sw ells; the chair vacant here 
means one more seat occupied there. Oh, it is 
a blessed w ork ; and if we rejoice to-day amid 
the scaffolding and building o f life— if wo have 
joys in this tho workshop o f salvation, what 
will bo the joy, when tho work is ended, tho 
purpose served. Then, and not till then, shall 
we understand tho full value o f the Gospel, 
then, and not till then, the meanmg o f tho 
word Bedemption. In  tho splendour o f  that 
morning do you think you will regret having 
given to th is 'w o rk ; will any grudge tho 
“  siller ”  then ? N o ! we shall only wish wo 
had given more. I  am reminded by this that 
something remains to bo done. About £150 
has to bo raised, and then wo shall bo able to 
say, our school is clear o f debt. I  have con­
fidence in your determination not to leave so 
good a work without completion, and' having 
said so much, I  leave it in your hands.”

St . P a u l ’s C h u b c h , P en n an t  H il l s . - -  
Dm-ing tho past month, through the iudofati- 
gablo exertions o f the Bev. AV. AVood, clergy­
man o f this parish, an excellent Eourteon-stop 
Alexandre Harmonium has been placed in St. 
Paul’s Church. The reverend gentleman has 
had no small difiioulties to encounter in getting 
the required amount for the purchase o f  such 
a superior instrument; but, as he said in reply 
to some objectors to contribute because o f the 
expeusiveness o f the article, ”  ho wouldn t 
have an inferior instrument in his own house, 
and neither would ho insult G od by  pur­
chasing such for H is  house.”  This lino o f  
argument generally settled the m atter; and 
wo are glad to bo able to say that the needful

amount has been provided: and tho tone is 
none tho worse because the debt has been 
cleared off. Miss AVood has kimUy played; 
and the service now possesses considerable at­
tractiveness, from the excellence o f  Uio music, 
which before was unknown here. Services 
have been held every AVeduesday evening 
during Lent, and, we are glad to  say, have 
been V7ell attended.— Correspondent.

CLEBICAL M E E T IN G .
Held at Bishopscourt, 27th February (last 

Tuesday in month.)
Subject:— Acts X IV , 1— 20.
In a recent number o f tho Church HIissionarp 

Journal, wo have an interesting account o f 
tho arrival o f two Missionaries at Konieh (tho 
m odem  Iconium.) They adopted the Siune 
method o f proceeding as the Apostles, Paul 
and Barnabas. They found a Synagogue o f 
the Jews. They found a Jewish people, 
seemingly unchanged os the mountains, that 
surround tho city. They preached to  them ; 
but there was a melancholy eontr.ist, as to 
results between ministry o f  tho Apostles, and 
the labours o f the Missionary, AValtcrs and 
his companion. Among a people, marked by 
tho same charaotoristics as those who heard 
tho Apostles, to Jews and Greeks, and 
Armenians, they testified o f  Jesus; but there 
were not the accompanying marks by which 
tho Lord gave witness to the doctrine o f  Paul 
and Barnabas, there were not “  tho signs and 
wonders done by their hands,”  and sad is tho 
contrast between the Church form ed by the 
Apostles, and that which is now found through­
out the various regions o f Asia Minor.

1st verse.— They “  so spake, that a great 
multitude believed,”  “  so" — in such manuer as 
to induce faith. They believed themselves, 
and so spake as to convey their convictions to 
others, and to plant them in hearts. I t  was 
not a mere cold and fom ial testimony to the 
truth ; but the truth was enforced, and im­
pressed until the heart received it, “  so that 
they believed.”  Here wo see our duty. There 
is a great thought, a great lesson for us in that 
little word. It  is not enough, that we should 
deliver tho mere formulas o f tru th ; but 
there should be care, thought, study, prayer j 
there should be a grafting o f  the truth upon 
our own hearts, and thus the possession o f a 
power within us, to bring that truth forth, not 
in its dead words only, but in its life to omr 
people. They felt that a precious treasure 
had been committed to them ; that they were 
entrusted with a great blessing— they pro­
claimed divine truth as those who knew that 
it is divine. They brought all the mysterious 
powers o f tho mind and soul, the reason, the 
understanding, the imagination, the affections, 
above all, tho “  full assurance o f faith”  into 
their teachmg, and the result was, they ”  so 
spake that multitudes believed.”  D o wo 
thus teach ? Or, need wo to be reminded o f 
tho taunt addressed to a Bishop b y  a Stage 
player. The Bishop asked “  How comes it to 
pass— that though our words are truth and 
yours but fiction, yet when we speak none are 
impressed, but you draw tears.”  “  The reason 
is”  said tho player, “  because we utter fiction 
as i f  it was truth, and you truth as i f  it was 
fiction.”  The end of our ministry is that men 
should believe, not merely be informed, or ex­
horted or comforted, but believe— brought to 
the possession o f saving faith. AVe should 
mark too for our encouragement how  the 
Spirit o f G od , without whom we can do nothing, 
accompanies and seals the work o f  H is true 
servants— we should mark tho presence o f  that 
gracious Spirit. The Apostle taught, the people



listened, and the Spirit was there to induce 
faith, to bring dead souls to life.

3rd verse.— ‘ Therefore’ ! what is the force o f  
that word ? What connexion does it m ate be­
tween the facts related in the verses it joins? be­
tween the opposition o f the unbelieving Jews on 
the one side and the bold and strenuous labours 
o f the Apostles on the other. It  appears from 
tho 1st and 2nd versos that “  a great door and 
efl'ectual was opened tAere were many ad­
versaries 1 The question was should the Apostles 
retire from the contest ? or should they meet 
this opposition with renewed exertions ? It 
was evident that Satan was trembling for his 
kingdom and putting forth all his strength, 
therefore, instead o f yielding, they put forth 
greater elforts to overcome him. A nd “  the 
Lord— gave testimony unto tho word of his 
grace” “  the word o f llis  grace” ! beautiful 
description o f  tho Gospel! Grace reigns in 
the Gospel, wo speak of grace when we pro­
claim it, and it grace that makes that Gospel 
effectual for the healing o f souls, it is grace 
that has made it “  glad tidings o f rceoneiliation 
with G od.”  Prayer in tho form for the con­
secration o f  Bishops and yrace is needed alike 
by every Bishop and every Minister that “  ho 
may evermore be ready to spread abroad the 
Gospel. “  I t  is in every respect “  the W ord  o f  
G od ’s grace.”

5. Paley in marking the undersigned coin­
cidences between the history and the epistles, 
observes that wo have in this chapter the 
nearest possible approach to a contradiction o f  
a statement in 2 Cor. xi. 25. There tho 
Apostle writes “ once was I  stoned.”  W e  
learn from the 19th verse o f this chapter that 
he was stoned almost to death at Lystra—  
and from this fifth verse we learn that they 
attempted to stone him at Iconium. “ N o w ”  
writes Paley “  had the assault been completed ; 
had the history related that a stone was 
tlu’o w n :— or even had the account o f  this 
transaction stopped, without going on to inform 
us that Paul and his companions were aware 
o f their danger and iled ”  : a (  real or seeming) 
contradiction between tho history and the 
epistle would have ensued. Truth is neces­
sarily consistent, but it is scarcely possible 
that independent accounts, not having truth 
to guide them, should thus approach to the 
very brink o f a contradiction without falling 
into it.”

W hen the opposition to tho truth first ap­
peared at Iconium, the Apostles were roused 
by it to more strenuous exertions, but when 
that opposition assumed a more serious aspect, 
when parties were formed, violence intended, 
and there was danger o f a civil commotion, 
tho Apostles saw that it was time for them to 
withdraw.

8. The invigoration o f this dead and w orth­
less limb is a sign of the power and effective­
ness o f  the Gospel. The impotence o f  the 
man is marked in the Greek by a very forcible 
w ord— a word that carries with it this meaning 
that it was (under God) simply impossible, a 
matter o f physical impossibility, that the man 
should even walk. Yet that impossibility was 
overcome, and living power inparted. A nd 
G od who gave life in the physical, can give 
life also in the spiritual world. H e who 
quickened the dead limb can also quicken tho 
dead sold— though “  dead in trespasses and 
sms.”

9. It  is remarkable how often St. Luke, who 
had been with Paul in many a trying scene 
and had marked well all his peculiarities—  
speaks o f the stedfastness of his look. W hen 
he stood forth to withstand Elymas, that un­
happy adversary o f the Gosplc, Paid “  set 
his eyes upon him.”  W hen brought before

the CouncU at Jerusalem “  earnestly beholding 
them ”  he began to speak. Now those eyes 
were fastened with a searching, piercing look 
upon the impotent man. W as there something 
commanding in the Apostles eyes ?—  or was 
their defective vision causing a straining o f 
the sigh t; or was there (as some think) a 
peculiarity arising from contracted eyebrows ? 
Whatever was the nature o f  that intent look 
it is plain that St. Luke had often seen it.

“  Eye to eye”  said an old preacher “  tliat is 
the way to reach the heart.”  Unless you know 
something too o f what is passing there, unless 
you mark carefully the ell'ects o f your labours, 
whether from t!ie pulpit when you speak or 
afterwards in your parochial visits your work 
may seem to you in vain. “  E ye to  eye ” 
with the impotent man the Apostle saw into 
his heart. Saw in the intense interest that was 
marked upon his countenance that the Spirit 
was at work within and “  that he had faith to 
be healed.”

11. Then came that strange circumstance in 
the Apostle’s life. Tho rude people o f  Lystra 
thought that he was a God. And in this we 
have a very striking coincidence between tho 
actual facts o f sacred history, and the impress­
ions likely to be left on heathen minds by the 
legends o f their superstitions. This country o f 
Lycaonia was the scene o f  the pretended visit o f 
Jupiter and Mercury told in O vid’s story o f 
Bancis and Philemon. It was natural when this 
extraordinary miracle, wrought on the impotent 
man, became known, that the thought o f  the 
Lycaonians should at once recur totho cherished 
tradition o f their country, that they should 
imagine that Jupiter, whose temple was before 
their city, as their guardian deity, had once 
more come down among them and that with 
that exciting thought in their minds they 
should make haste to show their reverence.

14. W e should mark the honesty and un­
swerving integrity o f the Apostle. I f  he had 
been acting in the Spirit o f a Jesuit, he would 
have deemed the occasion favourable, he would 
have accepted in some way the homage o f the 
people and endeavoured to turn it to account. 
The Jesuits in India, to increase their influence, 
called themselves Brahmins and even concocted 
a Spaster; and so cleverly, that when translated 
it imposed upon Voltaire, who asked “  I f  
the native teachers o f India can produce such 
books as this, what need have they o f  m ission­
aries ? But Paul resisted at once every tempt­
ation to appropriate to himself, in any form 
the smaUest portion o f that honor which 
belonged to his Divine Master. As a proof o f 
the force of the temptation a remarkable pass­
age was read from South’s Sermons.

15. W e see in this address with what care 
and judiciousness tho Apostle treated all the 
various cases he had to deal with. H e preached 
to the heart and the convictions. Am ong Jews 
he began with the Old Testament, laying his 
foundation in the cherished principles o f their 
law, or recognised sayings o f their prophets, 
and gradually building up on that foundation, 
by irresistible argument, tlio super-structure of 
Christianity. To the heathen be could only- 
appeal to tlicir latent perhaps instinctive con­
victions about “  the living G od”  and set his 
greatness and His goodness in contrast with 
the lying vanities o f their miserable idolatry. 
Thus he spoke to the rude unlcltored heathen 
o f  Lystra, thus bespoke, though with a different 
treatment of the subject, totho learned Athen­
ians on Mars Hill. Standing in the arid 
tract o f Lycaonia he spoke o f “  rain from

’'H eaven” to be given not by their imaginary 
“  Jupiter Pluvius”  but by the true and hving 
G od.

The fickleness o f tho rude unthinking people 
o f Lystra soon appeared. Tliey would have 
offered worship to tlie apostles. W hen that 
worship was repelled with horror there was a 
recoil of. feeling and their minds craving for 
excitement were ready to receive tho next in­
fluence that came. And that influence soon 
came from the great adversaries o f  the faith 
and o f all men, the unbelieving Jews. Per­
suaded by them the people made a violent 
assault upon Paul and stoned him almost to 
death. But,his sidferiugs and faith at Lystra 
brought forth precious fruits. G od “ gave 
testhnony to the word o f his grace.”  One o f 
the most abundant proofs o f Paid’s apostle- 
sliip appeared in this place. Among tho 
disciples that stood round hhn as he lay seem­
ingly lifeless on the earth, outside the walls of 
Lystra was doubtless one who was afterwards 
a companion and assistant in many a Christian 
work. When Paul, a year or two after went 
back he found young Tim othy, already a 
Christian, and indebted to himself for his 
conversion for tho Apostlo calls him “  m y own 
son in tlie faith.”  A t this first visit therefore 
Timothy became a partaker o f  the grace o f  God 
and tho blessings o f the new hl'e. A t his 
second visit Paul chose him as a messenger o f 
the Gospel, and from that hour to the period 
o f the great apostle’s martydom, Timothy was, 
perhaps o f all, his most devoted and most 
beloved assistant in the work o f  the Gospel. 
It was noted, that it appears from tho acts 
that there -was no Synogogue at Lystra, and 
in 2 Timothy i. 5 and iii. 15. it seems to be 
intimated that Timothy’s religious education 
was domestic. The apostle speaks o f “  the 
unfeigned faith that dwelt in thy grand-mother 
Lois, and thy mother Eunice, and I am per­
suaded in thee also.”  I t  seemed a notable 
thing that in that wild mountain region, 
among the rude and barbarous people of 
Lystra, without the support o f  the public 
ordinances o f religion, and amidst many trials, 
the Jewish portion o f that humble family 
(Timothy’ s father was a Greek) had remained 
BO true to G od and so faithful to his law.
After the conversation on the appointed por­
tion o f Scripture, another followed on matters 
o f local and primary interest; in the course of 
which the advisability o f  holding a Church 
Congress was discussed, and it was intimated 
that the subject o f Education w ould engage the 
attenti'in o f the Church at the time o f the 
approaching General Conference. Some mat- 
tern connected with St. Paul’ s College and the 
King’s School, Parramatta, wore referred to ;  
and we w-ere luippy to learn there is every 
prospect o f the latter institution, endeared as 
we knew it to be in the remembrance o f many 
a colonist, being rc-opened under promising 
circumstances. W e  very much wish that some 
o f the facts mentioned about the King’s School 
wore made known to those w ho take an interest 
in tliat institution. There were sixteen clergy­
men, including the Dean present. The Bishop 
presided.

Tho Clerical Meeting is held every month, 
nsually on the last Tuesday in the month, at 
three in the afternoon. Tlie Bishop o f Sydney, 
■whenathome, frequently, in4eed ahnost always 
kindly invites the Clergy to meet at Bishops- 
court. At other times the meeting is held in 
the Church Society’s Boom . It  is intended 
for tho benefit o f  tho Clergymen o f the Diocese 
o f Sydney, but, as one great object is union 
and intercourse in tho Cliurch, it is open to 
clergymen o f the adjoining Dioceses, and it is 
earnestly desired that they when visiting 
Sydney should avail themselves o f this oppor­
tunity o f meeting their brethren.
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C O L O N IA L  DIOCESES.
L E G A L  OPINION.

W e deem the following legal opinion 
relating to Colonial Dioceses as impor­
tant at the present time. This and the 
following paper are amongst the papers 
relating to the legal status o f the 
Bishop o f Melbourne, ordered by the 
Church Assembly to be printed in their 
late session.

O P IN IO N  OF T. TURNER, E sq.
B-dEHISTEB AT-LAW IK EE8AED TO COLONIAL 
DIOCESES AS AEFECTED BY THE JUDGMENT OF 
THE PBITY COUNCIL IN EE THE BISHOP OP 
NATAL.

As regards “  tRe judgment,”  as I  never ex­
pected that the Bishop o f Capetown’s pro­
ceedings could stand, there was not a great 
deal in it which I  was not prepared for, and I 
think it is well that the state of the case 
should be known, so that the Churches in the 
Colonies may see the necessity o f setting 
about establishing, with the common consent 
o f Bishops, Clergy, and Laity, Church G o­
vernment in each case for themselves. I have 
long regretted that the example o f Victoria 
has not been m ore largely followed in this re­
spect, but I  hope that, under the present 
necessity o f  the case, the defect will not much 
longer remain unremedied. It  appears to me, 
however, that the judgment o f the Privy 
Council has been considered by many persons 
to go further than it really does. Thus it is 
not uncommonly spoken o f as deciding, not 
simply that the Crown cannot o f itself create 
a Diocese in a Colony having an independent 
legislative authority, but that as regards such 
communities the so-called Colonial Dioceses 
are not Dioceses at all. The answer to this is, 
that there are A cts o f Parliament which dis­
tinctly recognise Colonial Dioceses as existing 
things, and, in fact, define the powers o f the 
Bishops o f  such Dioceses when in other sees, 
and this Parliamentary recognition, it is ob ­
vious, no decision o f  a Judicial Tribunal, how­
ever high, can do away with. But it may bo 
added, that an attentive examination o f the 
judgment w ill show that it is confined to the 
denial o f legal coercive authority within Colo­
nial Dioceses, and does not extend to the 
denial o f  their existence absolutely. The 
ti-uth o f the matter I  apprehend is this ;— (1) 
There cannot be such a thing as a community 
o f  Members o f the Church o f England unless 
subject to a Bishop appointed by, or under 
the authority o f  the Crown. Nor does the 
law permit any Bishop o f  the Church o f Eng­
land to consecrate a Priest to officiate any­
where in the British Dominions without the 
Royal sanction. B ut (2) to constitute a Colo­
nial Diocese there is requisite, besides the Act 
o f the Crown and o f  the consecrating Bishops, 
which is the first step, the consent actual (if 
not expressed in words) o f the community, 
lay and clerical, over which he is to preside, 
on the other.

THE LEGAL POSITION OP THE BISHOP OP NATAL 
AS DEFINED BY 1113 ADVISEES.

Case.— ISx p a rte the L ord  Bishop o f  Natal.
The Bishop o f  Natal wishes to be advised 

upon two important questions which arise out 
o f the late judgm ent o f the Privy Council, as 
expounding the legal effect o f his Lordship’s 
letters patent.

1. — As to his Lordship’s title to  lands 
which have from time to time been 
given to the bishopric.

2. — As to the position occupied by his 
Lordship with reference, on the one 
hand, to  the Bishop o f Capetown as 
Metropolitan, and, on the other, to the 
inferior clergy of the diocese o f Natal.

W ith  regard to the first subject, the follow ­
ing facts have to be considered :—

Prior to November, 1853, the date o f  the 
Natal letters patent, various lands in each o f 
the colonies o f  Natal and Capetown were, it 
is presumed duty, vested in the Bishop o f  
Capetown, by certain grants specifying that 
they were to be held by his Lordship “  in 
trust for the Church o f England.”

In  November, 1853, the Bishop o f  Cape­
town resigned his See. It is presumed that 
thereupon the legal estate in all the said lands 
within the Colony o f Capetown mu-t have 
reverted to the Crown, as represented by the 
Governor o f  the colony, and, in like manner, 
the legal estate in the lands within the colony 
o f  Natal must have also reverted to  the 
Crown, as represented by the Governor o f 
Natal.

On the 8th December, 1853, the Bishop o f 
Capetown received his present and only exist­
ing letters patent. The colony at that time 
having an independent representative govern­
m ent,' it is presumed that the new letters 
patent could not in any way give to the Bishop 
o f Capetown any legal title to the lands within 
the colony, but could only make him a cor­
poration capable o f holding and transmitting 
the lands, and, perhaps, giving him an equit­
able claim to have such portion o f  the lands 
formerly held by him as were situated in his 
new restricted diocese o f Capetown granted 
to him afresh.

A t all events it would appear clear that by 
his resignation o f his original letters patent 
the Bishop o f Capetown divested himself o f 
all title to the lands within the colony o f  
Natal, and that nothing has since transpired 
to revest them in him.

On the 23rd o f  November, 1853, the Bishop 
o f  Natal received his letters patent; the d io ­
cese o f  Capetown being at that time vacant, 
and the Church lands, it is presumed, vested 
in the Government.

The colony o f  Natal was governed at that 
time not by any representative assembly, but 
by a Governor and a Legislative Assembly 
appointed by the Crown. I f  the letters patent 
were, under such circumstances, incompetent 
to vest the lands in the Bishop, it is pre­
sumed that they, at all events, created him a 
corporation, capable o f holding and transmit­
ting them, and pointed him out as the proper 
person to receive them by a fresh grant from 
the Government.

W ith  regard to the second subject, it is to 
be observed that in their late judgment the 
Judicial Committee assume that the letters 
patent are sufficient in law to confer on Dr. 
Gray the ecclesiastical status o f Metropolitan, 
and to create between him and the Bishop o f  
Natal the personal relation o f Metropolitan 
and Suffragan, as ecclesiastics ; but tliey decide 
that the letters patent were inoperative to con­
stitute a bishopric or to confer ecclesiastical 
jurisdictiori, and that it was not competent to 
the Bishop o f Natal to give, or to the Bishop 
o f  Capetown to accept or exercise, any juris­
diction or legal authority as Metropolitan.

Their Lordships say further that all juris­
diction in tho Church, where it can be legally 
conferred, must proceed from the Crown, and 
suspension or privation of office is a matter

o f  coercive legal jurisdiction, and not o f  mere 
spiritual authority. On the other hand, they 
state that they sidhere to the principles laid 
down in the case o f  Long u. tho Bishop o f 
Capetown.

In that case it was decided that under these 
same letters patent the Bishop o f  Capetown 
was capable o f receiving, not from the Crown, 
but from the consent o f Mr. Long, such 
an authority and jurisdiction, extending even 
to the power o f deprivation, as would exist 
between an English Bishop and a clergyman 
holding a living within the diocese, except 
that the decision o f the Bishop o f  Capetown, 
i f  properly given, would be not the sentence o f 
a court, to bo enforced by its appropriate offi­
cers, but it would be the decision o f  a referee, 
to which effect would be given by the courts 
established by law.

Their Lordships do not state why it is that 
while Mr. Long was competent to confer upon 
the Bishop o f  Capetown this consensual 
jurisdiction, the Bishop o f Natal was incom­
petent to do so. It is presumed that the dis­
tinction lies in the fact that the Bishop o f 
Natal, by accepting the letters patent, pos­
sessed a status and rights which, although 
they were not such as the colony was bound to 
recognise, yet clothed him with a legal 
character o f which he could not be divested 
except by a court in the exercise o f  a coercive 
jurisdiction.

However this may be, i f  the judgm ents are 
each to be considered as declarations o f  exist­
ing law, it becomes important to  ascertain 
whether any contract exists, at the present 
time, between the Bishops o f  Natal and Cape­
town, under which the latter could give any 
orders or instructions which the form er would 
be bound to obey, and for disobedience to 
which ho could be cited before the courts 
either o f Capetown or N ata l; and also 
whether any contract exists between the 
Bishop o f Natal and the elergy o f  Natal 
belonging to the Episcopalian Church there, 
whether they have received their licenses from 
the present Bishop, or from the Bishop o f 
Capetown before the original diocese o f Cape­
town was divided.

Counsel is therefore requested to advise upon 
the first po in t:—

1. — Has the Bishop o f  Capetown any 
legal or equitable title or claim to the 
church land within the colony o f 
Natal ?

2. — Where at the present time is the 
legal estate in those lands vested ?

3. — Has the Bishop o f  Natal at the pre­
sent time any legal title to those lands, 
and, if  not, has he any equitable claim 
to have them granted to him, and, if  
so, what steps ought he to take in order 
to obtain such a grant ?

And on the second point
4. — Whether the Bishop o f  Capetown 

possesses any consensual jurisdiction o f 
any kind over the Bishop o f  Natal, 
and, if so, bow far it extends ?

5. — Does the personal relation o f  metro­
politan and suffragan, which appears to 
exist between the two Bishops, give to 
tiie Bishop o f Capetown, within the 
diocese o f Natal, any rights, privileges, 
or authority which it would be proper 
for the Bishop o f  Natal to concede ?

6. — Does the Bishop o f Natal possess any 
consensual jurisdiction o f any kind 
over those clergymen who have received 
their licenses from him, those wlio have 
not received their licenses from  him ; 
and, if  so, how far does it extend ?
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7. — W liat would be the proper m ode o f  

exercising such consensual jurisdiction if  
the Bishop possesses it ?

8. — Counsel is requested to add any 
general advice upon the position in 
which the Bishop of Natal is placed by 
the conjoint effect o f the two ju dg ­
ments.

OPINIOIf.
1, 2, and 3.— The strict legal rights o f the 

Bishops o f  Capetown and Natal to the Church 
lands situate in the settlement o f Natal, must 
be determined by the Koman-Dutch law 
which prevails there, and not by the law o f 
England. W e  therefore abstain from expres­
sing any distinct opinion on this part o f the 
case submitted to us. W e are, however, dis­
posed to think that the effect o f the resigna­
tion by the Bishop o f Capetown o f  his 
original letters patent, and the grant o f  letters 
patent to the Bishop o f Natal, was, at any 
rate, to vest in the latter, as the head o f the 
Church o f  England in the settlement o f Natal, 
the power o f  directing the management o f  
such property as then was, and has since been, 
duly dedicated to the general purposes o f  the 
Church o f  England in that settlement, and 
also the duty o f  taking any steps necessary to 
maintain inviolate the terms upon which the 
same is held.

4  and 5.— W e tliink that the authority o f 
the Bishop o f Capetown over the Bishop o f 
Natal is confined to the power to call upon 
the latter to render to the former such acts o f 
obedience as an English Bishop is bound to 
render to the Archbisliop of Canterbury. W e  
consider that although the effect o f the recent 
judgm ent in the Privy Council is to negative 
all metropolitical jurisdiction on the part o f 
the Bishop o f Capetown over the Bishop o f 
Natal, it does not absolve the latter from the 
oath o f canonical obedience which he has 
taken to  the former, and that it will be proper, 
shmdd the occasion arise, for the Bishop o f 
Natal to pay a duo deference to all proper 
dii'cetions which may be given to him by the 
Bishop o f  Capetown as his Metropolitan.

6 , 7, 8.— W e  think that the Bishop o f  
Natal has the same spiritual authority over 
clergymen who have received their licenses 
from  him, and serve within the limits o f his 
episcopal superintendence, as an English 
Bishop has over an English clergyman in the 
same position. W e consider that the decision 
in  Long v. the Bishop o f Capetown has not 
been affected by the recent judgment, and 
that the Bishop o f Natal would be held to 
have at least as great a spiritual authority over 
a clergyman similarly situated with regard to 
him self as that judgment impliedly attributed 
to the Bishop' o f Capetown over Mr. Long. 
A t  the same time, we think that such spiritual 
authority on the part o f the Bishop o f Natal 
w ould involve a right on the part o f the clergy 
( i f  they chose to exercise it) to appeal to the 
Bishop) o f Capetown, as Metropolitan, against 
any decision which might be pronounced 
against them by their own Bishop. The same 
observations, we think, apply to the cases o f 
those clergy who, having been licensed by the 
Bishop of Capetown, perform ecclesiastical 
functions in buildings expressly dedicated to 
the general purposes o f the Church o f  E ng­
land in the settlement o f Natal. W e think, 
further, that it would not be consistent with 
his oath o f canonical obedience for the Bishop 
o f  Natal to enter into an arrangement with 
any clergyman in Natal, by which the latter 
should undertake not to submit himself to the 
superior spiritual authority o f the Bishop o f 
Capetown. W e  are ajso o f  opinion that the

Bishop o f Natal has no authority o f  any kind 
over those clergymen who have not received 
their hcenses from him, and who do not per­
form ecclesiastical functions in buildings ex­
pressly dedicated to the general purposes o f 
the Church o f England in the settlement o f 
Natal. W e think it right to  add that we con­
sider that the questions raised in the case 
touching the relations betiveen the Bishop of 
Natal and his clergy must be treated only as 
questions affecting the right to the use o f the 
churches and church property in the settle­
ment o f Natal; and that it will devolve up>on 
the civil courts there to determine, in con­
nexion with the question o f the holding and 
user o f  such churches and church property, 
whether any spiritual sentence pronounced by 
the Bishop of Natal against his clergy has 
been pronounced for just cause.

W . M . J a m e s .
J. F . St e p h e n .
J ohn  W e s t l a k e .
E. C h a e l e s .

Lincoln’s-inn, May 9, 1865.

TASM ANIA.
The Bev. W . A. Brooke, o f  Launceston 

has pubUshed a letter addressed to his Bishop, 
under date o f January 23rd ultimo, upon which 
we learn that in the year 1853 he felt that he 
could no longer conscientiously hold the 
License o f the Bishops. But since then he 
has diligently studied the evidences, and com ­
municated his doubts to his friends ; and we 
may believe he has sought the guidance o f the 
H oly Spirit. And now, in seeking from  the 
Bishop readmission into the ranks o f  the 
licensed clergy he says, “  I  can and do now 
profess my belief in the Trinity, the Incarnation 
o f  our Lord Jesus Christ, H is Atonement, the 
Sanctifying influence o f  the H oly G h o st ; and 
all their articles o f the Christian faith. Most 
heartily do I  believe the Bible as the W ord  o f 
G od ; as containing all things necessary to 
salvation.”

In  these days o f religious unbelief it is a 
cause for much thankfulness that one o f 
our Clergy, whose mind was for the time over­
come by the dark shadows, doubt has been 
restored to a firm belief in the truth o f  revealed 
religion.

Eev. K. W . Kirkland o f  Campbell Town 
was admitted to Priest’s Orders at St. David’s 
Cathedral on Quinquagesima Sunday. He 
would have been admitted to the priesthood 
on the Sunday before Christmas but for a 
protest on the part o f D r. Valentine, one o f the 
parishioners, on the ground o f  Mr. Ku-kland’s 
turning to the East when officiating at the 
Communion table, and adopting other customs, 
which, in Dr. Valentine’s estimation have a 
decided Eoinan Catholic tendency. F our triers 
were appointed to try the case. Their enquiry 
residted in a division o f votes, two against two, 
as to whether equal or no the charge should 
bo pronounced frivolous. D pon this the 
Church Advocate gave his casting vote in 
favour o f the charge being proceeded with. 
But before any other action could be taken 
Dr. Valentine wrote to the Bishop withdraw­
ing from any further prosecution o f  the suit, 
in order that he might not stand in the way 
o f  a peaceable adjustment o f the difficulty as 
might, he hoped, bo brought about by the 
influence o f the Bishop with Mr. K u ’kland.

CAPE TO W N .
The following are extracts from a letter from 

the Bishop of Capetown, in reference to the 
condition and to the wants o f the Church in 
South Africa at this time ;—

“  The desire I  suppose would be to enable 
a Church which is very feeble to maintain its 
ground against a legalised opposition to the 
truth, in a land impoverished beyond all that 
I could have conceived possible five or six 
years ago. The clergy o f  course must suffer 
— it is right they should amidst the general 
distress— but the difficulty o f  holding on till 
better times is a very real one ; and a body 
o f men who have shown themselves during 
these trying times faithful to their Lord and 
his revealed truth are in danger o f being 
starved out. I should be inclined myself to 
pnt this forward as our greatest present need. 
I have great difficulty, not merely in meeting 
the demands on all sides for new missions to 
our still heathen population, but in main­
taining posts which have been long established, 
but are greatly weakened in consequence o f the 
deminution o f the English population tluough 
the hard times.

“  But -we must bear in mind that in aU 
probability the endowment o f  the See o f  Natal, 
which I induced the Church and Societies to 
give ten years ago, will be taken from us 
during the remainder o f Dr. Colcnso’ s life-time. 
I f  this be so, something must be done to 
maintain a bishop for the Church there. . .
. Notliing can be done in the colony to 
support a bishop o f the true Church there: 
for first, the members o f  the Churcli ai-e not 
sufficiently strong to maintain unaided their 
own clergy; and next, the colony, like ours, is 
in the midst o f a financial crisis and great em­
barrassment. . . That afflicted diocese
must, i f  it lose its endowment, look to the 
mother Church to help it again, and provide 
Episcopal superintendence for it.

“  Were I in a position to do so, I  would ask 
Churchmen to help me to found a cathedral. 
I  have, however, felt that m y office has been 
to do the rough work o f all sorts in this land ; 
itnd that the erection o f a cathedral must be 
for another bishop and another generation. 
While churches, mission chapels, and par­
sonage houses are still so largely needed, it 
would be wrong to throw one’s efforts into this 
costly work, however important. The Dean, 
however, is just now making an effort, under 
Mr. Butterfield’s directions, to do something 
for the existing building. . . .  I f  the 
tastes o f any lead them to help forward such a 
work, I  need scarce say we should be thankful. 
To the Doan himself I  need not say how much 
the Church is indebted for his most able 
vindication o f the faith, and exposure o f the 
heretical teaching o f  Dr. Colenso. . . .
During the whole o f these principal proceedings 
we have felt the great value o f  books, and the 
need of a good librai-y. M r. K cble ’s library 
has been o f essential service to us ; but in few 
ways could more useful help be given than by 
adding to it. Believe, &c.,

“  E . Cape T own.”

T he  B is h o p  o p  G e a h a m s t o w n  on  Dr. 
Colenso .— The bishop o f Grahamstown (Dr. 
Cotteril), it appears, supports theBisliop o f Cape­
town in the course he has taken towards Bishop 
Colenso, and is in favour o f  the election and 
consecration o f another bishop for the diocese 
o f Natal. “  Whatever imperfections there are 
imagined to be, or really were, in the tribunal 
which deprived him (Dr. Colenso), it was the 
only tribunal competent, either on principles 
o f equity, or according to the order of the 
Church, to pronounce that sentence. W e, the 
Bishops o f South Afi'ica, for here I  know I  may 
speak for every one o f  m y brethren, call 
upon the Church o f  England formally and 
publicly to recognise this deposition, and to 
declare, not merely that we have the sympathies

I
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o f Christ’s people in our efforts to maintain 
Ifis  truth— tliis we cannot doubt— but also 
that an act, performed according to the laws of 
the Church, for the maintenance o f that truth, 
is ecclesiastically ralid.”

CIon;wpou(Iencc.
SECO N D -H AN D  BOOKS.

To the E d itors o f  The Church Chronicle.
S ir s ,— May I  be permitted to ask the aid of 

your benevolent readers in the formation o f a 
library in a country parish. They might help 
most materially and most cordially oblige the 
benefitted by contributions of secoud-hand 
books from their private librai’ies.

Such works as “  A ll the Year Hound,”  
“  Once a W eek,”  “  Household Words,”  “  G ood 
W ords,”  odd numbers o f the “  Englishmau’s” 
or the “  Churchman’s Magazine,”  any o f 
Lardner’s or other works on science popularly 
treated, the “  Popular Seicneo Eeview,”  with 
any books o f  travel would be most acceptable. 
W’ o should be thankful for any standard 
poetry and for good fiction (not “ greenbacks” ), 
and for any works that would advance our 
knowledge and cultivate our taste in history—  
in fact for any useful and interesting books.

The library, for wliich a considerable num­
ber o f books have already been secured, is to 
be the property and under the management o f 
a Y'oung Churchmen’s Union, open on the 
easiest possible terms o f subscription to all 
who may choose to avail themselves o f it.

Parcels kindly contributed may be left at 
the Diocesan Depdt, Phillip-street, Sydney, 
addressed to “  Country Parson,”  care o f J. G. 
Ewer, Esq., who may give fui'ther information 
on the subject.

I  am, Sii’s, yours, &e.,
CO U N TRY PARSON.

To the Editors o f  The Church Chronicle.
S ir s ,— M y attention has lately been called 

to two extracts, from St. Chrysostom’s works, 
which I  send you, and shall be glad i f  you 
would explain them, as they are quoted in favour 
o f  the Romish doctrine : “  When you see the 
Lord sacrificed and lying on the altar, and the 
priest standing over the sacrifice in prayer, and 
all the people empurpled with His precious
blood.” ....................... “  O Prodigy, 0  loving
kindness o f  G on  ! H e that sitteth above with 
the Father in the self same hour is held in the 
hands o f  aU and gives Himself, to all who wish, 
to embrace aud to  take hold of.”

I  am, Sirs, yours, &e.,
C. RUSSB.

March 12th, 1866.

To the E d itors o f  The Church Chronicle.
S ir s ,— The following passage occurs in 

Bishop Coxe’s sermon, as reviewed in The 
Church Chronicle o f  the 21st ultimo.

“  Not only Greeks, Latins, and Anglicans, 
but also the Moravians and the Swedes, are 
Catholic Christians.”

Permit me, through the medium o f The 
Chronicle, to ask a question or two in con­
nexion with the above statement.

1. Is the Bishop justified in including the 
Moraviivns in the category o f “  Catholic Chris­
tians.^”  The term “  Catholic,”  as is evident 
from the context, being limited to such 
Churches as have Bishops o f  the Apostolic 
Succession

I  have always understood that the first 
Moravian Bishops were appointed, I will not

say consecrated, at the instance o f Count 
Zinzendorlf, by a Lutheran Coiisisiorff.

2. A re not the Danes, equally with the 
Swedes, entitled to the name o f Catholics—  
both Churches having, if I  am not much mis­
taken, one common origin.

I  am. Sirs, Ac.,
AP. JOH N .

To the Editors o f  The Church Chronicle.
D e a r  S ir s ,— "  Enquirer”  will find no 

authority for the present custom o f making the 
surplice the sole and iuvariablo vestment o f 
the English Church.

I t  is true that the Privy Council ruled, in 
1857, “  that the same dresses and the same 
utensils, or articles which were used under the 
first Prayer Book o f Edward the Sixth may 
still be used.”  It is, however, extremely difii- 
cult to come to any other conclusion than that 
the Privy Council misunderstood the first 
rubric o f  our Prayer Book, which clearly notes, 
“  that such ornaments of the Church, and o f 
the ministers thereof, at all times o f their min­
istration, should be retained and be in use, as 
were in this Church o f England, by the 
authority o f Parliament, in the second year o f  
the reign o f  King Edward the Sixth.”

I f  we suppose, with the above-mentioned 
Privy Council judgment, that the first P rayer  
L ook  o f  Edward VI. is here referred to, wo 
must turn to it for our authority to wear the 
surplice. On the last leaf o f that book, the 
following rubric occurs :— “  In the saying or 
singing o f  matins, or evensong, baptising and 
burying, the ministers in parisli Churches, and 
in Chapels annexed to the same, shall use a 
surplice.”  But in the administration o f H oly 
Communion another rubrio provided that the 
celebrant should wear “  a white alb plain, with 
a vestment or cape.”

If, however, we carefully read over the first 
rubric in our present Prayer Book, wo shall 
find that no allusion is really made in it to any 
former book or to any special Act o f Parlia­
ment ; but that we are simply thrown back 
upon the legal usage o f the second year o f  K ing 
Edward V I. Now Edward V I. began to reign 
on January 28th, 1547 j his second year there­
fore, terniinated on January, 28th, 1549. H is 
first Prayer Pook did not come into use by law 
until Whit-Sunday, 1549, (nearly the middle 
o f  his third  year) and until then the Latin 
Missal and Breviary were the only Legal Ser­
vice-books in England. Every ornament there­
fore which they authorized, except those 
abolished by Henry V III. in 1545 or (if we 
allow them the force o f law) by the Royal 
Injunctions 1547, might be used in the second 
year o f  Edward V I. and is plainly lawful now, 
i f  indeed not binding upon the consciences o f  
those Clergy who have solemnly accepted, 
with the rest o f  the Prayer Book, a rubric 
which thus teaches us to look back to a liigher 
order o f  things for our rule and standard.

Even the Canons o f 1603 must give way to 
the subsequent rule o f 1662. Indeed the 
hitter through the Act o f Uniformity, is part 
o f the law o f England.

The old  vestments then are the only legal 
ones in the Church o f England. This is ac­
knowledged by all parties; by High Church­
men who have revised the use of them in their 
Churches, by Low Churchmen who clamour 
for an alteration o f  the law !  that so they may 
be forbidden.

F or the invariable use of a black scarf or 
stole there is no authority whatever.

,  I  am. Sirs, yours, &c.,
ANGLO -CATH OLIC.

14th March, 1866.

VESTM ENTS.
To the Editors o f  The Church Chronicle.
S ir s ,—i  recollect your once admitting cor­

respondence relative to Fonts, and their right­
ful position at the east-end or main entrance 
door to a Church, bused upon the baptisteries, 
which always were built near the entrance to 
the hasilicce (the eternal and immortal King’s 
Houses), because by that sacred mystery o f 
“  the Eaith”  people were initiated, and ad­
mitted into the Kingdom o f G o d ’ s Son, aud 
the rightful vestments to be worn, by them 
who minister on such holy occasions, is so 
closely associated therewith, that I  crave 
space to say something in answer to  the 
enquiry o f “  Enquirer,”  in your last.

“  Enquirer" does not say what are his objec­
tions, i f  ho have any, to the wearing o f 
surplices and stoics ( properly over one 
shoulder, for a deacon ; over both shoulders, 
fer priests and prelates) ; or in what Churches 
he has seen them used, or wrongly worn—  
neither does he object to the colour o f  the 
scarf or the stole; nor the colour o f  the 
Episcopal attire. I f  he would read some­
what relative to Bishop Hooper, who sealed 
his opposition to scarlet, and admiration for 
mourning colour, eventually, with his own 
blood,— whereby it is plain that “  he resisted 
unto blood, striving against sin ”  (as he simply 
conceived),— and then turned to Canons 58 
and 74 o f A.D. 1604, your correspondent 
would find a distinct injunction upon the very 
subject about which he is inquisitive. I  will 
conclude with refemng “  Enquirer ”  to a 
paragraph o f the. Rubric, just before Morn­
ing Prayer, which he appears entirely to  have 
neglected to read :— “  Here it is to  be noted 
that such ornaments o f the Church and o f  the 
ministers thereof shall bo retained at all times 
o f  their ministration, and be in use, as were 
in this Church of England in the second year 
o f  King Edward the Sixth, by parliamentary 
authority.”

Every large prayer book, in almost every 
Church, contains the Canons o f  1604, and 
“  Enquirer,”  as well as wardens, guestmen, 
and synodsmen, would do well frequently to 
read and study them, in regard to  all which 
concerns the due and reverent worship o f  the 
“  King o f Kings, and Lord o f  Lords.”

Yours truly',
M N ASO N .

MR. A G N E W .
To the Editors o f  The Church Chronicle.

S ir s ,— Many regretted, as I  did, that the 
Church paper of the Colony did not sooner 
contain some warning to those inclined to sym­
pathise with Mr. Agnew, but I  am convinced 
many more will regret the style and tone o f  the 
articles which have appeared on the subject 
under the head of the Diocese o f  Newcastle. 
F or what is the real character o f  the oifenoo 
M r. Agnew has committed;— the name which 
he assumes for himself and his followers matters 
little. W hat is his sin ? I t  is schism— creat­
ing divisions in the Church— rending the mys­
tical Body o f Christ:— it is the sin from  which 
in the Litany we pray to bo delivered— the 
sin against which our Blessed Lord’s interces­
sion in His eucharistio prayer was specially 
directed. To the indifference with which that 
most blinding sin is regarded, more than to 
any other cause must be attrilmted the mass 
o f  wickedness and irrehgion which exists at 
the present day. When for private opinions 
or selfish ends aU regard for the peace or unity 
o f  the Church is set aside, and the lawful au­
thority o f  those whom G od ’ s Providence has 
appointed to guide His people is openly defied,

i.
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it is but a natural consequence, that, following 
the example o f those wlio call themselves tea­
chers, cliildren should dishonour tlicir parents, 
the mutual dependencies and relationships o f 
men should be violated, and laws human and 
divine be broken without shame or compunc­
tion. A nd all tliis in the name o f liberty ! O h ! 
much abused word “  liberty’ ” how often used 
as a cloke o f maliciousness! Oh sacred word, 
“  free,”  how often made the decoy behind 
which are concealed Satan’s most fatal snares! 
F or what is liberty ? It is the law of Clirist in 
all our members, crucifying the flesh with the 
aflections and lusts. And what is it to bo 
free ? I t  is to be no longer the servant o f  sin 
— the slave o f  evil passions, covetousness, sel­
fishness, pride, envy, hatred, backbiting. Yet 
trace the history o f any schism perpetrated in 
the name o f liberty and you will find that the 
freedom boasted therein has not been the 
liberty o f  the children of G ob .

I  write. Sir, to express my regret that this, 
the great consideration by which our people 
ought to be warned in Mr. Agnew’s case, has 
scarcely been regarded; indeed it is almost 
implied in the second article referred to, that 
had he not assumed the title o f “  Free Church 
o f  England,”  little notice would have been 
taken o f  him, and that hispositiou is justifiable, 
although not his name.— I f  the authoritative 
organ o f  the Church in the colony sets so 
little value upon the apostolic order which we 
have received, as to reduce our Bishops to 
mere instruments o f government, as i f  they 
had no spiritual functions, no “  powers from 
G od  ”  laid upon them, small wonder that 
men so little instructed in the principles of 
the doctrine o f Christ as Churchmen in the 
colony frequently are, should think that we 
should be better without Bishops at all. It is 
indeed from  this very cause that episcopacy 
has been so denounced by non-episcopal sects, 
because it would make itself merely an 
expedient form o f government. Forms o f  
government may change with the changing 
times, but spiritual powers are part o f the 
unchangeable inheritance o f the Catholic 
Church.

M y letter is already too long, and yet I  beg 
to be allowed to refer to Mr. Agnew’s notice 
o f the Scottish Church. His lack o f erudition 
comes ludicrously out in his detached extracts 
from the writings o f such men as Cranmer and 
W ake, bnt even more unfortunate is he in 
selecting the Scotch Church as an aider o 
abettor in Schism. The fault o f the Church 
o f  England in allowing state policy to prevent 
the American Church sooner being provided 
with Bishops is perhaps now being atoned for 
by the zeal with which Colonial and Missionary 
Bishoprics are being founded;— but the 
Church o f  England approved, i f  it did not 
instigate, the application to Scotland for 
Episcopacy. W hen because o f the state con­
nection, the episcopate o f England, although 
very desirous, could' not consecrate the 
first American Bishops designate, the Scottish 
Bishops, meeting almost literally in “  an upper 
room ,”  laid apostohe hands on Dr. Seabury. 
H olding to  their motto, “  Primitive truth. 
Apostolic order,”  having hardly escaped the 
bonds o f  their persecutors, they risked the 
danger o f  again incurring State persecution, in 
order to give to the brethren in America the 
”  Apostolic order”  necessary for the due hand­
ing down o f the “ primitive truth”  o f the 
Church, and up to recent times the same prin­
ciples o f  “  the purest o f aU communions”  have 
actuated them. The late Bishop o f Aberdeen 
was fined by the Court o f Appeal o f the 
House o f  Lords, because he pronounced the 
sentence o f  exclusion from Church conunu-

nion upon Sir William Dunbar, who schisma- 
tically set up what he called an English 
Episcopal Church in Scotland. Although the 
Erastianising principles o f the State then as 
now authorised the intrusion o f  Schism, yet 
the Church o f England was not implicated, 
for when the same Sir William applied to be 
inducted to an English living, the English 
Bishop first required that he should make his 
submission to the Church whoso unity ho had 
broken.

Dr. Gumming, a Presbyterian popular 
writer, may find occasion for magnifying him­
self as a dissenter in England by praising 
Scottish Bishops for their poverty— it is the 
way o f  some to build the sepulchres o f  those 
their fathers killed. But the Scottish Episco­
pate earned its good degree as a pillar in the 
temple o f God by upholding Cathohe prin­
ciples, and refusing to give up its spiritual 
position, its spiritual powers, for all the bribes 
which worldly honor or popular favor could 
hold out, “  esteeming the reproach o f Christ 
greater riches than all the treasures o f E gypt.”  

I  am. Sir,
Yom' obedient servant,

W .
March 14th, 18GG.

lioast of
H a v iit g  occupied in the last number 
o f The Church Chronicle double the 
space appropriated to the Diocese o f 
Newcastle, our articles for this present 
number shall be as short as possible.

W e  will therefore only ask our rea­
ders to correct carefully the many mis­
prints in our last leading article, as 
specified below, and to insert, in its 
proper place, the following note, which 
was unintentionally omitted.

W e  also insert in the Church Intel­
ligence an article respecting the Peti­
tion o f the New Zealand Dishops from 
the Church Times o f December 2, 1865, 
in which the view taken o f that petition, 
is very different from the view quoted 
in your last issue from the Guardian 
Church paper.

W e  conclude with one letter in the 
Correspondence.

EREATA TO BE COEEECTED. 
(R-. page; c., column; 1, line.)

P. 83, c. 2,1. 29, for heeding read heading.
„  C .3 ,1. 41, „  thoughtfulness „ thankfulness.
„  „  1.56, „  his „ this.

P. 84, c. 1,1. 4, „  moral „ menial
» 1.11. „  moral „ mental

„  .. 1.46, „  daughter daughters
„  C. 2,1. 25, „  caiaiKB „ catence.
„  „  1.28, „  catanoe « „ catence
„  c. 3,1.40, „  stipend „ stipend)
„  „  1.52, „  removing „ renouncing

P. 85, C. 1,1. 35, „  quoted „ quoted)
„  „  1.40, „ thus, he y, thus, the

e.2,1. 1, „  would not justify him „ with any
truth

»  „  L 30, „  and teach , them and
teach them

„  „  L 37. „ that one „ that on a
„  „  1.48, „  reading in „ reading or
1, .> 1. 9̂. „  hearing „ hearing

P. 70, c. 1,1. 10, for themy read then^
Thw note should have "been printed at the foot o f 

p. 84, column I, connected by * with the word 
pamphlet, line 22

We have no hesitation in quoting various statements 
from this pamphlet, because Mr. Agnew has himself 
publicly declared this pamphlet, with its statements, 
to be—“ that, which (with about half-a-dozen un- 
" founded assertions corrected, and about as many 

wilful omissions inserted) I would cordially accept, 
" and circulate by the thousands, for the benefit o f ii^ 
“ own people, and the public generally, if  his Lordship 
“ (the Bishop of s^ydney) would kindly furnish me with 
“  the publications.”

C l u n ;d i  J i i t i^ U i^ c n fC .

T H E  FREED O M  OF T H E  N E W  Z E A ­
L A N D  CH UKCH.

To the Church in New Zealand will belong 
the ert^it o f taking the first step in emanci­
pating the whole Church in connexion witli the 
Anglican Communion from the fetters o f  the 
State. For, whether successful or unsuccess­
ful at the present moment in its request to bo 
given simple freedom, to work by virtue o f  its 
own inherent spiritual right, tliere can be no 
doubt that eventually, in G od ’ s good time, the 
plea so righteously preferred now w ill be cheer­
fully conceded. The wisdom o f the step taken, 
and the pecuhar adroitness with wliich the step 
is taken, are only discovered when viewed in 
connexion with the nature o f the proceeding 
that induced them. lEx nihilo nihil Jit, sang 
the old poet and satirist: an apliorism that 
has sounded as a truism for generations, and 
has been the tritest o f proverbs, has been prac­
tically disproved by our Brethren, the Bishops 
o f New Zealand. Samson’s riddle would have 
been no difficulty to them.

The Privy Council, to render Colonial 
Churches impotent, declared the letters patent 
o f the Sovereign invalid ; the New Zealand 
Church thereupon demands its independence 
o f the Sovereign! A t home the wonder was, 
what would the Colonial Churches do, how ex­
ercise jurisdiction, how even maintain the power 
o f the Bishop at all, assert his right to discharge 
any function or perform any ministerial act. 
Some pretended on the one side that all juris­
diction was, dejure, obtained from  the crown, 
and others, that the Churches allowed this pre­
tension de facto. IJlti'amontane Homans, who 
o f course pay no attention, nor ever have, 
to tlie behests o f French emperors, Austrian 
emperors, or Ministers o f W orship , grinned 
on this side at our submission to the Eoyal 
Supremacy and muttered “  Erastianism ”  the 
Nonconformists, conveniently forgetting that a 
Church could be a Church though an Establish­
ment, or without being an Establishment, 
chuckled at our fancied dilemma, and threw in 
our teeth a State connexion, without which our 
poor Church could not exist; while the cold­
blooded semi-infidels o f the F afl M all school,—  
the Lords Westbury and Dundreary o f  theol­
ogy— determining to keep us an Establishment 
(the one from the sheer pleasure o f tormenting, 
the other o f stroking us) simply smiled at our 
impotence; we were a Church, but the creature 
o f the State; the State had made some crea­
tures abroad, but she had no right to make 
them. They shrunk from the conclusion 
“  they are no Churches, they arc no Bishops,”  
they feared the result o f  that, but practically 
they did say so, and they have been taken at 
their word.

Although in a Crown Colony properly so- 
called . . .  a Bishopric m ay be constitu­
ted and Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction conferred by 
the Crown, yet the L etters P atent o f  the Cro wn

I.
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will not have any such effect or operation in a 
colony or  settlement which is possessed o f  an 
independent Legislature.

O f course this was thought utter ruin to all 
Colonial bishoprics possessed o f an independent 
Legislature at the time o f the Patent being 
granted, and doubtless the dismay o f  Bishops 
was anticipated, and their wild spasmodic efforts 
to prove their letters antecedent to Colonial 
legislation. On the contrary, 0 , how delicious 
is the calm sarcasm, so sincere, but so subtle, 
in the following allegation o f the petitioners ;— 
It “  sheweth that the Letters Patent granted 
to your Slajesty’s petitioners were issued after 
the colony o f  New Zealand had become posses­
sed o f  an independent Legislature.”

So then there is no cringing after aU, no 
attempt to  crave the right o f Ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction from the Crown, no admission that 
all authority was derived from it^ no streined 
effort to prove the Letters Patent in equity 
valid ; no, but the effort to prove the Colony 
had its Parliament before the Letters Patent 
were i.ssued, to prove that all spiritual 
authority and Ecclesiastical jurisdiction were 
derived from G on, and to show in their own 
words—

1. That your Majesty’s Petitioners were 
duly consecrated according to the form and 
manner o f  Making, Ordaining and Con­
secrating o f  Bishops according to the Order o f 
the United Church o f  England and Ireland, 
and humbly express their conviction that all 
the powers necessary f o r  the due administration 
o f  the Office o f  a Sishop in this colony were 
conveyed to them hy the Ordinance o f  
Consecration.

“  B y  the Ordinance o f  Consecration not by 
the Colonial Secretary’s selection; not by 
Letters Patent from the Crown, not from the 
Conges d’elire, but by the Ordinance o f  Con­
secration, are “  all the powers necessary for 
the due administration o f  the office o f a Bis­
hop conveyed.”  A  bolder and grander state­
ment, in its difficulty, no Church ever put forth, 
so simple, so dignified, so meek. The Chm-ch 
at home may well be proud o f such a branch 
abroad ; the daughter is far more “  glorious 
within ”  than the mother at homo, yet the 
daughter’s act is so true to herself, so heroic, 
that the m other can afford, while blushing at 
her own inferioity, to admire and to bless.

Accepting and acquiescing in the Decision 
o f the Privy Council (there is the sting) they 

challenge, they petition the Crown to actupon it.
3. That your Majesty’s Petitioners there­

fore hum bly crave permission to surrender 
their Letters Patent, and to be allowed to rely 
in future upon the powers inherent in their 
office for perpetuating the succession o f their 
order w-ithin the colony o f New Zealand, 
and securing the due exercise o f  their 
episcopal functions in conformity with the 
Church Constitution hereinafter described.

And then follows the intimation that the 
business has been done, that the five Bishops 
o f New Zealand in conjunction with the rep­
resentatives o f  the clergy and laity from all the 
dioceses in New Zealand, and with Bishop 
Patteson, have agreed upon a constitution for 
associating together the members of the United 
Chui-ch o f  England and Ireland in New 
Zealand by voluntary compact for the ordering 
the affairs, the management of the property, 
the promotion o f  the discipline o f the member’s 
thereof, and for the inculcation and mainte­
nance o f sound doctrine and true religion 
throughout the colony. And this is followed 
by the exquisitely innocent and therefore un­
answerable irony—

That your Majesty’ s petitioners humbly ex­
press their conviction that the right o f

appointment o f Bishops in New Zealand is 
not part o f  the prerogative o f the Crown, 
inasmuch as all the Bishoprics were founded 
by private efforts and endowed from private 
resources.

"With simple dignity the Bishops lay their 
Royal ^Mandates at the Sovereign’s feet— those 
mandates that have been declared null and 
v o id ; the hypercritic might invert our phrase 
into “  dignified simplicity,”  and the Irishman 
m ight claim the action as his own, and the 
language for a genuine ”  BuU,”  for how a sur­
render can be made of that which is null and 
void, which never had an existence, a cynic 
m ight question, as we do, but we are not dis­
posed to bo over-eensorious. Letters Patent 
were always o f course, null and void, mere w ind ; 
we always thought so and said so, ex  nihilo 
nihil f i t ,  we also always thought; but we are 
not disposed to quarrel with those who, in the 
first step attempted to liberate the Church, 
have done so by a paradox, or who have con­
trived out o f the nonentity o f a Letter Patent 
to pluck the flower o f freedom. W e  are 
content, and more than content, to find that 
they have acted with common sense and 
practicality, and to record that in their initation 
o f the Church’s ultimate independence they 
have, turning the weapons o f  their adversaries 
against themselves, prayed that all doubts be 
removed—•

(1.) B y  the acceptance o f the surrender o f  
their Letters Patent now declared to be null 
and void.

(2.) By declaring the Royal Mandate under 
which your Majesty’s petitioners were conse­
crated to be merely an authority given by the 
Crown for the Act o f Consecration, and to have 
no further effect or legal consequence.

(3.) By recognizing the inherent right o f  
the Bishops in New Zealand to fill up vacancies 
in their own order by the Consecration o f 
persons elected in conformity with the regula­
tions o f  the general Synod, without Letters 
Patent and without Royal Mandate, in the 
same manner as they have already consecrated 
a missionary Bishop for the islands in the 
W estern Pacific, after communication with 
your Majesty’s principal Secretary o f State for 
the Colonies and with the Attorney General 
o f N ew Zealand.

To the Editors o f  The Church Chronicle.
D b a e  Sies,— I  am thankful that members 

o f our Church have at last had Mr. Agnew 
shewn to them in his true colors. I  can 
testify to the harm that has been done by the 
long silence o f those in authority. Only a few 
weeks ago, a former member o f my congrega­
tion revisited this parish after a year’s absence, 
and I  found to my sorrow that both her hus­
band and herself, knowing nothing o f  the fa c ts  
o f  M r. Agnew's schism, had attended services 
and even communicated at his meeting house. 
O f course they readily accepted the iufoi’ma- 
tion I  gave them, and my advice not to go 
there again, but this incident shows how the 
uninformed may be led mto what, but for their 
ignorance, would be a most grievous sin. 
Something like the following was the explana­
tion given ;— •“  I  assure you. Sir, we did not 
know that wo were doing wrong, for we were 
strangei’s in that part o f Sydney, and went 
to a building where wo saw ‘ Free Church o f  
England ’ marked over the door, not at all 
knowing the moaning o f the word ‘ Free,’ and 
as the usual services o f our Chuich were read 
we were not undeceived.”  Your able exposure 
o f M r. Agnew’s “ false brand”  will thei’eforo 
do real good.

I  cannot, however, thank you for the two 
articles without also recording my most earnest 
protest against the view (incidentally admitted 
rather than actually stated) that Episcopacy is 
not o f the essence o f a Christian Clnrrch. The 
Church of England, at any rate, teaches us a 
different doctrine, and her rule and practice 
should be our guide in all matters, rather than 
any catena o f tlie opinion o f  divines, however 
“  large minded”  or “  large hearted”  or liberal 
(in the modern sense o f these epithets) such 
opinions may be.

MTiat then is the doctrine o f  the Church o f 
England on this point ? In  the Preface to the 
Ordinal she distinctly s a y s “  I t  is evident 
unto all men diligently reading the holy Scrip­
tures and ancient authors, that from the 
Apostles’ time there have been these orders o f 
ministers in Ch r is t ’s Church —  Bishops, 
Priests, and Deacons.”  Again, “  No man 
shall be accounted or taken to be a lawful 
Bishop, Priest, or Deacon * * * * *  ©r suf­
fered to execute any o f  the said functions (those 
o f the respective orders) except he be called, 
tried, examined, and admitted thereunto, ac­
cording to the form hereafter following, or 
hath had form erly Episcopal consecration or 
ordination."

Now we may reasonably conclude from the 
above— ( 1.) That if  the order o f Bishops has 
existed from the Apostles’ time, it is o f  A p os­
tolic, if not Divine, appointment. (2.) Tliat 
i f  there be no lawful consecrations or ordina­
tions, except Episcopal ones, the order of 
Bishops is necessary to the being, and not only 
to the well-being o f a Church. H ow  then can 
we pronounce Episcopacy unessential?

Our Church sets her seal to these conclu­
sions— (1.) By recognising (throughout the 
whole office for the Consecration o f  Bishops) 
the Apostles as the first Bishops o f  the Chris­
tian Church, aud (2) by her stringent exclu­
sion from the performance o f  all ministerial 
functions o f those who have not received 
Episcopal ordination.

W hilst a Roman or Greek priest can be 
admitted to a cure o f souls in our Church by 
simply making the subscriptions which all 
clergymen make on such an occasion, the 
religious teac’ners o f the various sects, as lay­
man, must submit to be ordained, first as 
deacons, then as priests, before they can exer­
cise the powers, or perform the duties o f a 
clergyman in full orders.

I  am quite aware that such a view as this is 
now-a-days characterized as “  illiberal,”  “  nar­
row-minded,”  “ bigotted,” &c., &c. It  does 
not, however, affect Truth to be evil spoken of. 
She remains the same however unpopular she 
may be. Aud it is not a breach o f  charity to 
set her forth, or at least to lift up one humble 
voice in her behalf, provided this bo done in 
that spirit o f love in wduch all truth ought to 
be spoken. All earnest Churchmen will 
honour those good men in nou-episcopal com ­
munities, who by their lives and woi’ks show 
their holiness and their zeal, according to their 
light, for G od ’s service. But our respect for 
them cannot make us acknowledge their non- 
cpiscopal orders as valid, nor can any amount 
o f zealous or (which is more to the point with 
many) successful work make a religious body a 
true Church, if it be cut off from that catholic 
and apostolic Church which recognizes the 
grace o f Orders, conferred aud continued by epis­
copal hands, as one o f her foundation stones.

Pardon my free speaking. I  could not allow 
a statement tending to lower our position as a 
Church to pass without a challenge. A t least 
I  can say Uberavi animam meam.

I  am, &c.,
W IL L IA M  W . D O V E .

14th March, lS6(i.
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0| (Saullmint.
T H E  SE C O X D  ANNUAL MEETING-

OF TEE
C H U R C H  SO CIETY OF THE D IOCESE 

OF GOULBURN.
T e e  Second Annual Meeting o f the Church 
Society o f  the Diocese o f Goulburn, vras held 
on W ednesday evening, the 28th February, in 
the Hall o f  the Mechanics’ Institute, his 
Lordship the President in the chair. There 
were likewise present the Revds. W . Sowerby, 
P. Lamb, R . Leigh, D. P. M. Hulbert, and S. 
Percival, and Messrs. Alexander, Allman, 
Anderson, Belcher, Rossi, Horn, A. Chisholm, 
ConoUy, W est, W elby, Thorn, &c., &e.

The meeting was opened with prayer by the 
Rev. W . Sowerby, after wliich the president 
called upon one o f the secretaries F . R. L . 
Rossi, Es:j., to read the report o f the Committee, 
wliich was as follows :—

Your Committee have the pleasure to offer the 
second Annual Report of the Church Society of the 
Diocese o f Goulburn.

Without preface, they proceed to give an account o f 
the labors and work carried out during the past year 
ended 31st December, 1865, The grants Itom the 
Society were £1763 2s. 2d. Three Churches have been 
aided in the building by gi*aut3 of £235—viz., at Bun- 
gendore, Young, Binda.- Two Glebes assisted to the 
extent o f £10. Two Parsonages £170. Two schools 
have been tissisted in their erection by amounts of 
£75—at Yass and Queanbeyan. To a Catechist at 
Gunning £ i l  13s. 4d. vras granted. A student at 
Moore College has obtained aid towards education by 
a grant o f  £50. £670 16s. 8d. has been expended 
towards the stipends o f eleven Clergymen, and 
arrangements have been made for the introduction o f 
four Clergymen from England, of whom three have 
arrived, and one is oi) his way, at a cost to the Society 
o f £419 2s. 2d. for outllt and passage The remaining 
half o f the expense has, for the present, been borne 
by the Bishop.

The comprehensive character of the objects o f the 
Church Society of Goulburn, your Committee believe 
have already been sufflciontly explained. In those 
instances where the objects have been understood 
they have been appreciated. Time has now rendered 
apparent even to the remotest portions o f the very 
large and wide-spread Diocese of Goulburn the sulvan- 
tage,s o f your Society, in which it has been the desire 
o f many o f its friends to invoke an interest. Its 
operations will, we are persuaded, inform those who 
are distant from the seat of management that their 
necessities and claims are as scrupulously watched 
and as gladly cared for as other districts immediately 
contiguous ; for instance, Covowa, Panbula, Bread- 
albane, Cooma, Wentworth, Eden, Howlong, Moor- 
watha, Gundagai, North Goulburn, and Burrowa, 
which have received promises of aid in sums of £50 to 
£ 100,

Your Committee do very heartily congratulate your 
Society. They devoutly acknowledge the Almighty's 
blessing, and thank Him for the measure of success 
which has attended its anxious labors. The kind but 
masterly help that the Society has derived from the 
able counsels of the President, loudly demands grate­
ful acknowledgment; with such a leader for the time 
to come, and God’ s good and Holy Spirit to guide him 
and your Society, the best is hoped for the future.

Having relation to the prospects of income o f your 
Society for the present year, doubtless, severe loss has 
affected the monetary position o f all or nearly so o f 
the inhabitants o f  this Diocese ; but your Committee 
hope they may not be deemed as writing irrelevantly 
in their report if  they affectionately solicit every 
measure o f possible help, that your Society’s hands 
may be strengthened and enabled largely to extend its 
sphere o f  usefulness. May not the happily now 
passed desolate condition of this country from 
drought, present itself by analogy to the minds o f 
those who will but think a little, how fearful is yet 
the state o f  many of our Churchmen in the scattered 
interior who them.selves require watering, and who 
suffer incomparably greater ultimate loss from the 
dearth o f  God ’s W'’ord.

There is au interesting feature that your Society 
presents by the encouragement it has afforded to many 
undertakings connected with Church work. In 
several instances churches, schools, &c., have been 
erected in consequence of the friendly countenance 
o f your Society, and the encouraging stimulus of 
grants in aid.

T. S. Mort, Esq., has intimated his intention o f be­
coming a life member; by the liberality of his sub­
scription he will take position as a Vice-President.

There are four students at Moore College, and others 
are expected to join ; the accession of these gentlemen

to swell the niiml>ers of the Clergy is a happy omen 
for the colony. Tlicre are seven additional C lei^m en 
in the Diocese since the formation o f the Society.

YourCommittee lay little stress upon the necessity 
for a voluminous statement of work accomplished; 
fuller particulars appear in a tabulated form. They 
rest satistied that abundant good has flowed to the 
Diocese, which w ll yet be increased by a more regular 
return of contributions from the branch associations, 
and your Committee take leave to hope, that this in­
timation will be borne in mind.

The deiK>t for the sale of Christian books is exerting 
an extended and happy influence throughout the 
country, and its beneficial effects are thankfully 
appreciated. A well-selected library in conjunction 
with the above is used as a reference library by the 
Clergy, its foundation being a gift from a charity 
known as Dr. Bray's associates in London. Further, 
there is a lending library to the children o f the Sun­
day schools.

Yorir Committee would now conclude with the 
earnest prayer for God's continued favor.

The Treasurer, A. A n d erso n  Esq., read
The Financial Statement.

Diocesan Parochial
Dr. General fund. Stipend fund. Total.

To balancce at £  s. d. £  a, d. £  s. d,
lastaun.meet. 731 1 0 Dr. 64 17 8 670 3 4

„  receipts from 
1st Jan., 1865, 
to 31st Dec.,
1865   1838 6 11 2245 5 2 4133 12 1

£2619 7 11 £2190 7 6 £48U9 15 6 
Cr.

By expond, dur­
ing same period 3902 9 2 2174 19 10 5077 9 6

Balance on 3 is t ---------------------------------------------------------
Dec., I860 Dr 283 1 3 Cr. 15 7 8 Dr. 267 13 0 

J . J. A llm a n , E sq ., P.M ., in m oying the 
first resolution, said I congratulate your Eord- 
ehip and the meeting, on the results already 
attained. There is a vast improvement in the 
spiritual state o f tlie Diocese, which is in a 
great measure due to your Lordship’ s travels 
throughout the length and breadth o f  it. 
Much remains to be done, and the people 
must be looked to, to assist in the good work. 
I  have great pleasure in proposing the foUow- 
iug resolution;—

That the report now read he printed and circula­
ted under the direction o f the Committee; and that 
the following he the Committee and officers for the 
year 1 8 6 6 Patron—Ills Excellency Sir John Young. 
Bart., K C.B., K.C.M.G.,Governor-in-Chief. President— 
The Bight Eeverend the Lord Bishop o f Goulburn. 
Vice-presidents—J. Boucher, Esq., J .P .; Geor,ie Camp­
bell, Esq.; IV. P. Paithfnll, Esq., J .P .; T. S. Mort, 
Esq., J.P. Committee—J. J. AUman, P.M., S. H. 
Belcher, Joseph Bull, Andrew S. Chisholm, J.P., lion. 
James Chisholm, M.L.C., J. W. Chisholm, J.P., W. 
Connolly, J.P., A. D. Paunce, Andrew F. Gibson, J.P., 
A. W. Hanford, J.P., P. Horn, J. Longfleld, P. Aloore,
C. Phillips, tv. tv. Stacey, tV. Teece, G. H. Thom, J.P.,
H. Turner, J.P., E. Twynam, H. I. tVest, H. Zouch, 
S.P., J.P., and all Buhscribing Clergymen licensed in 
the Diocese. Treasurer—Alexander Anderson, Esq., 
Bank o f New South tVales, Goulburn. Honorary 
Secretaries—Ecv. W. Sowerby, Rev. P. Lamb, M.A.,
C. S. Alexander, Esq., C.P.S., F. B. L. Rossi, Esq., J.P. 
Secretary and Collector—tV. H. Maybury.

A. S. Ch is h o lm , E sq ., J.P., seconded the 
motion, which was carried unanimously.

The P besid en t  then said :— The arrange­
ments for the remainder o f our proceedings will 
differ in some respects from the usual course ; 
the programme, which I  will now read, will 
exhibit our plan, and the subjects upon which 
addresses will be delivered ;—
I . — “  On th e  P hogeess  a n d  O b je c t s  oe

THE C h u e c h  S o c ie t y , iy  the Uev. IP.
Soioerhy, Minister o f  Goulburn.

I I .— “  O n  it s  eesou eces  a n d  in c o m e .”
1. “  Whence to he obtained ?”

(a.) “  From Annual Subscriptions.”
(b.) “  From donations and thank offerings 

for the late mercies,”  by A . Ander­
son, Msq., Treasurer.

(c.) “  From Colonial Missionary Societies 
in England,”  by W. Conolly, Msq.,
J.P .

2. “  Sow  to be augmented ?”
(a.) “  By Ladies’ Associations in each 

Parish.”

(i.) “  By local collections in each dis­
trict.”

(c.) “  By Annual Offertory Collections in 
all the Churches o f  the Diocese,”  
by S. S . Belcher, Esq.

I I I .— “ T he W e e k l y  O f f e e t o k y ?”
(a.) “  Its F o u n d a tio n  in H oly Scrip­

ture,”  by the Eev. P . Lamb, M .A ., 
one o f  the Honorary Secretaries.

(6.) “  Its eeason adlen ess  as enjoined by  
the order o f  the Church,”  by P'. 
llorrt. Esq., Churchwarden, 

ip ) “  Its a d v a n t a g e s  to the Diocese at 
large, and to each Parish therein,”  
by P. R. L . Rossi, Esq., J .P .,one o f  
the H onorary Secretaries.

IT .— “  T ub Ch u r c h  S o c ie t y  is  a  jMission - 
AEY S o ciety  f o e  th e  D io c e s e ,”  by the 
Rev. S, Percival, late Missionary at 
Tanjore in India.

T .— “  The Society is a M u t u a l  B e n e f it  
So ciety  fo e  t h e  D io c e s e , ',  by the Rev. 
R. Leigh o f  North Goulburn.

“  T he  C h u e c h  S o c ie t y , it s  P e o g e e s s , O b ­
jects , AND S ou rces  of  I n c o m e .”

The B ey . W . So w e r b y  said :— The Society 
o f  which I have now to speak is o f  a descrip­
tion similar to those which have been estab­
lished by the wisdom o f  the rulers in 
the Church o f Fngland in the adjoining 
Dioceses in New' South W ales. They 
are admirably adapted to meet the require­
ments o f the Church under existing circum­
stances. The Society is as yet only in its in ­
fancy, but the good it has already been able to 
accomplish is most encouraging, and thankful 
indeed ought every faithful member o f the 
Church to be, that the giver o f  aU goodness has 
so greatly blessed its manifold operations. I t  
embraces every object necessary to render the 
Church efficient, and it has spread its in­
fluence over aU parts o f this large Diocese. 
However, we do not say that more than the 
skeleton or framework has yet been established. 
W e trust that when this is filled up in all 
localities, as we anticipate it will be, we shall 
possess machinery for our great work, which 
will be found to answer all the purposes con­
templated by those who have expended their 
time, and exercised their talents so largely and 
beneficially in its formation. The population 
o f the Diocese numbers about thirty thousand 
belonging to the Church o f  England. O f 
this large number o f souls not more than seven 
hundred are found to be subscribers to the 
Society’s funds. It is then to be presumed that 
when the Society has spread its ramifications 
more extensively, it will receive still greater 
support, and that the great body o f Church­
men will be reached, and will cheerfully come 
in and enrol themselves upon our lists. There 
has been a great outcry for voluntaryism in 
many quarters ; we arc now in a position to 
test its sincerity, and it is to be hoped that 
like many outcries it will not end in sound. 
Our efforts hitherto have been crowned with 
success ; but every one must perceive at a 
glance that to reach the members o f the 
Church scattered over ■ such an immense 
territory will require our combined and most 
active exertion. As to our funds, in our first 
year, ended 31st December, 1864, there were 
received
For general purposes..................................... £866 13 1
For stipends of Clergy .................................  172 12 4

£1039 5 5
In the year 1865, there were received
For general fund ......................................... £1838 6 11
For stipends of Clergy.................................  2215 6 2

£4133 12 1
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Kow, seeing tliat the Socictv had been in 
• operation for fire months only in 1861, and 

calculating that had it been working during 
the whole year, its revenue would hare been 
doubled, that is, it would have amounted to 
£2078 10s. lOd. Even had that been the 
case, the income was just about double this 
sum in 1865, thus holding out the most satis­
factory prospects for the future. It  cannot, 
however, bo concealed that the population is 
now suffering from a severe trial. G od has 
been pleased to afllict the land with a more 
than usual drought, causing great, but, I  trust, 
not irreparable losses on all hands. A  blessed 
change has com e over the land, and what was 
lately a barren and parched desert now “  re­
joices, and blossoms as the rose.”  Let us then 
not forget H im  who has caused so marvellous 
a change; but so far as wo arc able, let us not 
act, as is too frequently the case, and deprive 
G od o f  our usual gifts. I  fear it is too 
nmch the custom that when any worldly 
calamity befalls us, the first tiling we do is to 
act thus, and that which might have been 
gi’catly blessed had it been rightly appropriated, 
is perchance rendered a curse to us by its mis­
direction. The objects o f our Society embrace 
a wide field, and you will find in last year’s 
report they arc classed under eight heads ;—
1. To aid in providing a susteutation fund for the 

clergy o f the Diocese.
2. To obtain additional clergymen for unsupplied dis­

tricts.
3. To procure endowments for the several churches.
4. To aid in erecting, repairing, or enlarging clmrches, 

parsonages, schoolrooms, teachers’ residences, &c,
6. To assist in supporting catechists, whether school­

masters or otliers, in districts which cannot he regu­
larly tisited by the clergy.

6. To circulate the Holy Scriptures, the Book o f Com­
mon Prayer, aud other religious and useful books by 
moans o f  the Diocesan Depot: to form lending 
liliraries, &o.

7. To establish or to encourage missions to the ahorL 
gincs, or other heathen races,

8. To encourage the establishment of Elementary 
Church Schools, Grammar Schools, a Diocesan 
College, &c.
It. will not he necessary forme to advert to each 

o f these, and, indeed, the time would not per­
mit m y doing so. There are, however, one or 
two statements which are very important. 
Our first object is : “  to aid in 'providing a 
Sustentation Fund f o r  the Clergy o f  the 
D iocese ; and, secondly, to obtain additional 
Clergymen f o r  unsupplied districts.”  Y ou  are 
perfectly aware how I  and others engaged in 
the endowment o f the Bishopric pressed this 
considcratiou upon the public, that the advent 
o f  a Bishop would almost o f necessity load to 
the introduction o f additional Ministers. In 
this respect our most sanguine auticipations 
have been m ore than realised, and we are 
most thankful upon this which is unquestion­
ably the first and greatest want o f the Church. 
Since the formation o f the Society, in Jidy, 
1864, seven Clergymen have been added to 
our then diminisliiug number, aud we trust 
that matters are now in such a train as will 
enable the Bishop, from time to time, to supply 
the reqirements o f the Diocese ; and it is to 
bo hoped that in all cases the Parishioners 
will consider it tlieir boundeu duty properly 
to provide for their Minister, and upon no 
account to perm it the stipend to fall into 
arrears. The objects embraced in Nos. 4, 5, 
and 8, are met b y  the Society, by giving grants 
in aid for different purposes, to as great an 
extent as its funds will permit. This is ex­
emplified by  a statement I  will now giro 
you. Eor instance, grants have been made 
for various purposes embraced in the list of 
objects, amounting to £510. This sum, 
judiciously distributed, has led to an aggregate 
expenditure o f £5435, and it is found that, 
although the Society contributed less than one-

tenth o f  that amount, yet the contribution in 
a majority o f instances had the effect o f  en­
couraging the parties to go on with their work 
and to have it completed. Thus was their ex­
penditure, althougli small, the means o f  com­
pleting works which otherwise might liave re­
mained long in abeyance. Object No. 6, 
has been so far, most efficiently accomplished ; 
but I  am almost ashamed to hare to state, 
without any help whatever from the Society. 
So far from that being tlie case, the Society, 
ho considered, was really in debt to the D ep6t, 
for it has provided a Committee-room, and 
otherwise helped us to a very great extent, 
and all I can say is, that I trust we shall 
whenever required, be in a position to promote 
the views o f those wlio luivo established an in­
stitution o f  the most vital importance. I  do 
believe tluit it is doing a work silently and 
quietly, tlio good effects o f which it is im­
possible for us to estimate too highly. It  
commends itself to the patronage and support 
o f  every true Christian, and I pray G od that 
that support may never be withdrawn from 
it. And now my friends may I congratulate 
you, and rejoice in what has been done. 
W e  have great difficulties to encounter, great 
dilliculties have already been overcome. May 
the Spirit o f the Living G od enable us to 
conquer every obstacle in our way, for the 
sake o f  Jesus Christ our blessed Lord and 
Saviour. There seems to be a notion, not 
genor.al certainly, that we render assistance to 
objects beyond the demands o f  our own 
Diocese. W e  receive support from all 
quarters from which it can be procured, but 
the Society’s operatiousare confined exclusively 
to the Diocese o f Goulburn, and surely wo 
hate sufficient workupon our hands in supplying 
our own wants. Let no one then go away 
with the impression that any part o f  our 
incom e is spent in anything but what apper­
tains to our own Diocese.

A . A nderson, E sq., who was next called 
upon, after a few introductory remarks pro­
ceeded to say :— The resources o f the Society’ s 
income are threefold ,' annual subscriptions, 
donations, and thank-offerings. The chief 
source o f revenue of the Society is o f  course 
the annual subscriptions, first, to the Diocesan  
G eneral Fund, for the General purposes o f 
the Society, namely to assist in building 
Churches, Parsonages, and school-houses, to 
provide grants in aid towards the income o f  
Ministers and Catechists, for travelling ex­
penses, and other incidentals; secondly to the 
Parochial Stipend Fund, for the local main­
tenance o f  the Ministers in their various 
parishes or districts. It is o f  the utmost im ­
portance that every member o f  the Church o f 
England in the Diocese should consider it, 
not only his duty to contribute annually so 
far as he is able, to the support o f the minis­
trations o f  the Gospel in his own particular 
district; hut he should also regard it as a 
privilege to aid in a work so calculated to con­
fer lasting benefits upon the community at 
largo. The Diocese contains at present about
30,000 Members o f the Church o f England, 
and it must be evident that if only half o f  that 
number contributed to the funds o f the 
Society in a manner adequate to their means, 
the revenue would be quite equal to a far 
greater expenditure than has been incurred. 
Tlie second source, donations, must o f necessity 
be variable. I lls Excellency Sir John Young, 
has shown an example o f liberality which 
m ight with advantage bo imitated by others, 
in giving the Society a donation o f  £25. It 
is to  bo hoped that this high example will bo 
followed. The third source o f revenue is thank- 
offerings for special mercies. This should

be much more productive than it is. In this 
country so much o f  individual prosperity is 
directly (and visibly so) dependent on the will 
o f Almighty God that it can scarcely seem too 
much to expect that gratitude for special 
mercies should take a form more substantial 
than that of mere words. W e have lately re­
ceived, in common with other parts o f the 
colony, a special mercy in the shape o f copious 
and abundant rain, aud wlien wo remember 
that had this great mercy been much longer 
delayed, the loss to the colony in general, and 
to every member o f the community, would 
have been almost ruinous; surely such a 
mercy demands a special recognition at our 
hands.

W . CoNoLLT then addressed the meeting, 
l ie  said; My Lord it must be admitted a great, 
might I  not say an alarming necessity exists 
for calling upon all our resources to increase 
the efficacy of the Goulburn Church Society, 
the success o f which Society must materially 
aid in preventing the crime, alas, too common 
at present, and 1 fear increasing. F or a long 
period the Diocese o f which you have now the 
charge, had a career o f almost unexampled 
prosperity; at present we are suffering I'rom 
the depression natural to a contrary state o f 
things. A\'e are aware that people require to 
be educated to bear adversity, and we know 
that the people o f this Diocese are only now 
gradually obt.aining the means o f  education 
for such a condition. W e know' that to fear 
G od, to honor the Queen, and to love our 
neighbour as ourselves, the people must re­
ceive a religious education; and such is the 
great object o f this Society, and that we are 
endeavouring to have such an education im­
parted must be a matter o f  much comfort to 
us at a period so big with fear for the future. 
W hen about to take charge o f  this Diocese, 
your Lordship issued an appeal to Christian 
peojile and Societies in England, which was so 
successful that your Lordship received great 
assistance, not only from individuals, but from 
some o f  those noble Societies which are the 
glory o f our land, and without which assis­
tance, you woidd not have been able to ac­
complish as much as you have done. The 
Societies I refer to arc the Colonial and Con­
tinental Church Society, and the Society f o r  
the Propagation o f  the Gospel in Foreig-n 
Parts. I  believe that I am correct in stating 
that these Societies with the assistance o f 
English Christian friends, provided the greater 
part o f  the funds necessary to defray the ex­
penses o f tlie Clergy brought here through 
your Lordship’s instrumentality. I  believe I  
am also correct in stating, that out o f  £3000 
required, we have not been called upon for 
more than about £500. In  looking over the 
reports o f these Societies I  find that they 
assist us to the extent o f £300 each. Should 
we not make great exertions to induce them to 
continue that support. The members o f these 
Societies have not, Hke us, a stake in the 
country. They are possessed o f  no property 
or interest here; have nothing to stimulate 
them but the love o f G od, and the desme to 
spread his Gospel; and yet to what an extent 
does this one object affect them. W lien wo 
find them disposed to assist us liberally, 
the more we do the more likely are W'O to 
obtain assistance from these Societies, which it 
is my object to recommend to your notice this 
evening, as a means o f increasing our re­
sources, and also to stimulate us to greater 
exei’tions. I  am sure the friends o f the Church 
Society will join with me in desiring that the 
few remarks I have made may he considered 
by our Bight Eeverend President as a vote o f 
thanks on tlie part o f  the meeting to  tho
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Colonial and Continental Church Societi/ and 
tlio Society f o r  the Propayation o f  the Gospel 
for tlieir most liberal assistance. I  know that 
your Lordship wUl join  'with us most cordially 
in tJio fecliug o f gratitude to them, and I 
ti-ust they wdl long continue their support to 
our Church Society, which has, in common 
■with them, that one great object in view, the 
sjTread o f  the Gospel o f peace to tho honor 
and glory o f  GOD.

S. II. B elchee, Esq., then said : The subject 
entrusted to me is clearly o f tho utmost im­
portance, as it relates specially to tho Aug­
mentation o f tho Funds, by which tho Cliurch 
Society’ may extend its sphere o f labours, and 
so be enabled to reach, with a helping hand, 
those remote portions of tho Diocese, which 
are greatly in need o f our assistance. A ll o f 
us who have listened to tho admu-ablc paper 
reaxl by tho Eev. AF. Sowerby, describing tho 
objects and progress o f tho Society, must have 
been struck with tho great and good results 
wrought in so short a space o f time. AVhat 
tlien m ay wc not expect under the Divm o 
blessing in a few years. The seed is but sown ; 
when the softening influence o f tho Ilo ly  Spirit 
shall have fallen upon the soil, where that seed 
is scattered may we not hope, and reasonably 
hope, for a harvest ■which shall be free from 
the tares o f  buslnanguig and cattle-stealing 
hitherto so prolific throughout these Districts ? 
And our Church Society wiU accomplish this 
■with G o d ’ s h elp ; but to do so funds must bo 
provided, increased funds, in order that tho 
sound o f  the Church-going boll may be hoard 
in regions as yet unreaohed by Clergymen. To 
raise these funds, or rather to increase tho 
annual income, now at the disposal o f  tho 
Society, I  throw out tho following suggestions, 
trusting that at our next Annual Meeting I 
slmll find m y notions o f their usefulness 
realised. 1st. The establishment o f Ladies’ 
Associations in every District. 2nd. Tho 
appointment o f  Local Collectors for each 
parish. 3rd. Annual Ofiertory Collections 
in every Church in the Diocese. Tho efliciency 
o f  the first has been sufficiently manifested in 
Goulbm'n, -without requiring any advocacy on 
my part. B y  means o f Ladies’ Associations, 
considerable sums have been heretofore raised 
for various Church purposes and always with 
marked success ; indeed I  feel assured that if  
such machinery were properly oi’ganised, our 
Church Society would gain great additions to 
its income. W ith regard to the Local Col­
lectors— acting without remuneration or other- 
■wise, as the case may require— any one who 
has attended the Committee meetings o f  the 
Ch-urch Society wiU at once perceive the 
benefits likely to accrue from their establish­
ment. Nothing is easier then to forget 
annual subscriptions, and many whose sub­
scriptions are overdue would have given their 
cheques had they been personally romuided. 
This suggestion I recommend more particularly 
to the notice of Auxiliary Societies, the m em­
bers o f  which are not thrown so frequently 
in contact as wo in Goulburn. They seldom, 
pci’haps not more than once in six months, 
hear a word about the Church Society, and it 
w ould clearly be advantageous to remind them 
by moans o f Local Collectors. M y third, and 
last suggestion, referring to the establishment 
o f an annual Oll'ertory Collection throughout 
tho Diocese, has admirable examples at home. 
In  England it is usual to have .special services 
for the benefit o f Local or Missionary Institu­
tions, and here we might copy them. I  feel 
confident that a very large sum woixld bo 
realised annually for our Church Society by 
tliis means, and I  strongly urge it upon your 
Lordship and those whom it more immediately

concerns. This we are all assured of, that to 
promote the usefulness o f  the Church Society 
is to spread throughout the length and breadth 
o f  tho land the knowledge o f  salvation through 
Jesus Christ, to increase the facilities for edu­
cation, and by these two means to  suppress 
vice and immoraUty.

H is  LoEDsniP said that the ladies would 
soon have an opportmiity o f acting as Mr. 
Belcher had suggested. The weekly Offertory 
■which was their next topic, was an important 
one. l i e  trusted that the speakers would 
succeed in removing misconception as to the 
objects o f  that collection. I f  these were 
understood not less than E2000 a-ycar might 
bo raised thereby in the Diocese.
“  T u b  W e e k l y  O f f e e t o e y  ; it s  S a c k e d

O e ig i n , K e a so s a b l e se ss , a n d  A d v a h -
TAGES.”
The Kcv. P. L am b , M .A., Minister o f  Col­

lector, Tarago, Tirranua, &c., and one o f  tho 
Honorary Secretaries, in proving that tho 

foundation  o f  the AVeekly Offertory was 
in H oly Scripture, sa id :— M y dear Lord 
and Friends,— Tho W eekly Offertory, as 
adopted by our Church, evidently has its 
foundation in the following passage; “  Upon 
tho first day o f the week let everyone o f  you 
lay by him in store, as G o d  hath prospered 
him.”  W e find liberality inculcated through­
out the Scriptures j and exhortations thereto 
are numerous, both in the O ld and New 
Testaments, but in this passage additional 
instruction is given respecting it, and a rule 
laid down for our special guidance. Tho 
time and measure are both enjoined. Tho 
time specified is “  the fir s t day o f  the 
wechP  I t  was customary for the early 
Disciples to meet together, for the purpose o f 
pubhc devotion, upon the first day o f  tho 
week, as did the Jews on tho seventh; and 
the custom has prevailed ever since. This 
first day o f tho week is the Christian Sabbath, 
or Lord’s Day. This occasion is selected by 
the Apostle as tho most suitable for the exer­
cise o f  our Christian liberality ; and we may 
depend upon its being ^he best m ethod that 
can bo devised. AVith regard to our offerings 
to G od  (tho neglect o f -which cannot be in­
dulged without great injury to ourselves), W’O 
should endeavour to give, upon principle, ac­
cording to a defined system ; and not im- 
jnilsivoly, capriciously, or at haphazard. AVe 
ackno-wledge it to be our duty not to appear 
before the Lord empty, and our privUege to 
declare oiu  gratitude, and dependence upon 
Him for all wo arc, and all that -we possess. 
Besides, wo all know that -when m oney in­
creases -n’c are very apt to set our hearts upon 
i t ; and we are incHned to keep back part o f 
•n’hat is due to G od. Accumulation increases 
tho deshe for m ore: but when a habit like 
this is cherished and estabhshed in the mind, 
■we become, by the power o f  tho H oly  Spirit, 
less liable to such temptation. I t  is a wise 
safety-valve, graciously provided by  G o d , and 
it contributes as much benefit to tho giver as 
to the receiver; yea, “  it is more blessed to 
give than to receive.”  Moreover, the measure 
o f  our liberality is here determined. “  Let 
everyone o f you lay by him in store as God 
has prospered him.”  I t  is very important to 
remember this. Our gains are best known to 
G od  and ourselves; and i f  we withhold what 
He knows to be due, wo rob, not man, but 
G o d . Y ou see that prosperity is ascribed to 
G o d , as flowing from Him  ; “  as G od  has 
prospered him.”  It is impossible, then, that 
l ie  can bo deceived. To have, and not to give, 
is to make our property a burden, and even a 
curse, instead of a pleasure and a blessing; 
aud to provoke G od  to -w’ithdraw it from  us,

as much in mercy as in judgment. Prom  the 
Jews we know that the lam demanded a tenth, 
and certainly Christians are not under less 
obligations than the Jems. Tho demand, 
however, is not made in a similar w ay ujx>n 
Cluristians; and for this reason, that G od ex­
pects more from a grateful heart and a loving 
service; more from a friend than a menial; 
more from a child than a hireling. “  AVhere 
much has been given much -will be required.”  
There is no fixed rule for filial love and con­
jugal affection. AVe should remember that 
G od saves us by His own sovereign grace aud 
mercy, and not by our desert. H e, therefore, 
does not impose, as a duty, what H o expects 
from a loving and grateful heart. Tho 
question should be, not how little, but 
hoto mneh does He expect, and how  much 
ought wo to give to H im  who has done so 
much for us. The Christian’ s language should 
b e :—

“  IVore the whole realm o f nature mine.
It were a present fur too small.
Love so amazing, so divine.
Demands my soul, my life, my aU.”

And now observe in tho next place, tho 
Apostle says “  let everyone o f  you  lay by him in 
store." There is no exception you  see; tho 
poor are not excluded; the w idow ’s mite was 
particularly observed, aud commended by our 
L o rd ; and the Apostle specially notices tho 
liberality o f tho Macedonian Churches who 
had “  given out o f  their affliction and deep 
poverty!' as redounding to  their immortal 
honor and credit. I t  is not the quantity so 
much as the proportion that G od looks at. 
Some are continually postponing their con­
tributions, and proposing to  give when they 
are richer, forgetting that a man’s obhgatiou 
springs from his present condition ; according 
as he uses his present blessings and favours, 
will they be increased or diminished. Among 
the Jews, those who could not afford to oiler 
a lamb, were required to bring a pair o f turtle 
doves. O, dear friends, let us beware, let us 
beware of covetousness, the cankerworra, aud 
plague spot o f the human h ea rt; and let us 
beware o f plausible excuses for covetousness. 
It  is by our " fr u its ,"  our substantial fruits, 
that we are now, and shall hereafter bo known ; 
not by our empty professions. AYe shall be 
judged hereafter according to things done in 
tho body, -whether they be good or bad ; 
faith and works must go together ; faith -with­
out works is dead, tftid works w ithout faith are 
dead likewise. I  fear that the Church o f the 
present generation is sadly degenerated from 
the Church o f the early Christians, whose pro­
minent feature was entire consecration to G od ; 
they took joyfully tho spoiling o f their goods, 
and gave up readily this w’orld ’ s property for a 
more enduring substance above. W e  are 
evidently deficient in love to  Clirist, and can 
scarcely say w-ith tho Apostle, “  tho love of 
Christ constraineth us.”  The great puzzle to 
the world is, how Clmistians can really be in 
possession o f such a belief as they profess, and 
yet sacrifice so little to G o d ; hence infidels scoff. 
Thus, not only are they withholding what is due 
to G od , but they are also actually doing injurv 
to the cause which they profess to love, and 
hindering its progi'ess in the W'orld; yea, so 
general is the apathy in this respect that 
the few who are earnest and devoted are 
branded as benevolent fanatics. But it is 
impossible thus to serve G o d  and Mammon. 
Shall we consume the loaf, and give G od  only 
the crumbs; as some do, when they dole out 
their small pittances to this cause? AAIiat 
would you think i f  labourers w-ere to expect 
wages from their masters, when they had been 
employing all their time and talents for their



T
108 THE CHURCH CHRONICLE.

own ends and purposes ? Tet tins is the way 
in w hich we treat our heavenly Master. W e  
expcet H im  to give us health, strength, food, 
and raiment, and are all the while living to 
please ourselves, and spending all we have upon 
our own ends and purposes. O, then let us 
esteem it a privilege to give, and let us not 
give grudgingly, for OoD loveth a cheerful 
giver.

P . H oen, E sq., one o f the Wardens o f  St. 
Saviour’s Cathedral, enforced the reason­
ableness o f  the weekly Offertory. He said, it 
is designed to  aid in sustaining Divine W or­
ship in the Church, in supplying the 
stipend o f  the Clergyman, and in relieving the 
sick, the poor, and the distressed. It  is 
reasonable that the worshipper should share 
the privilege o f providing for the proper 
arrangements o f  the Church, and for the 
celebration o f  the worship o f G od  and o f  our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; that they 
should do this week by week as they are able, 
and that all should endeavour to be regular and 
systematic in then- offerings. It is reasonable 
that all who benefit by the ministrations o f 
the Clergy should strengthen their hands by 
following the inj unctions o f the Apostle, and 
in return “  Minister unto him that teacheth, 
in all good things.”  The few have their names 
in tho Stipend Subscription List, the many, 
yea all, have an opportunity Sunday by 
Sunday o f  contributing, by means o f tho 
weekly Offertory their worldly things to 
them who have sown unto them spiritual 
things. I t  is reasonable that wo should 
“  remember tho poor,”  and minister unto the 
necessities o f  others, and particularly the 
poor members o f  our Church. Tho offerings 
at the Communion on Sunday morning, once 
a month, are devoted to this last object— that 
is, to relieve the poor. W hat can be more 
cheering to the heart o f tho giver, than to 
know his gift benefits the poor. W o never 
give without receiving a blessing. People 
should give according to their means.

E. B . L . K ossi, E sq ., J.P., one o f  tho 
Honorary Secretaries, said the advantages o f  
the habitual and weekly use of the Offertory 
may be said to bo so evident as to require no 
demonstration. To properly carry out the 
conduct o f Church matters, wo know as im­
peratively requires the aid of money, as 
secular business. In  a commercial view, tho 
rapid accumulation o f  even small sums creates 
prodigious results; so by the inconsiderable 
gifts regularly given by congregations, are 
vast sums raised from time to time. It 
is to be remarked that probably no other mode 
or device w ould create such vast results. 
Large contributions from individuals for 
Church work arc sometimes followed by a re­
action o f  almost indifference; the giver unhap­
pily in many cases thinking that after an effort 
ho may afford to  rest, and content himself with 
the good he fancies he has done. In  a very 
different spirit should we bo guided in our 
liberalities. W e  are not ashamed to acknow­
ledge our dependence, and ask day by day for 
our daily bread ; wo are not ashamed to re­
ceive that aid ; but where is our thankfulness 
o f heart, i f  the less frequently we are disposed 
to give o f  that wliich a merciful G od has 
showered upon us ? H ow  abashed must stand 
the heart which man designates liberal, at the 
recollection o f  tho humble creature, a widovved 
heart, that gave (not as fashion rules, but with 
fullest integrity o f  purpose,) “  o f her penury, 
all the living that she had.”  Can any better 
answer be given to one who would argue, 
“  I  cannot afford it? ”  I  believe it was never 
intended that we Should literally imitate this 
glorious example, by giving aH that we may

possess; at the same time, hoW frequently is 
the very instance, I  have quoted, o f  the widow 
made an unworthy justification for giving the 
smallest contribution. “  I  will give m y mite,”  
says o n e ; and over and over again do men 
imagine that they are doing their duty while 
they withhold aU but the least help. “  Abel 
brought o f the firstlings o f his flock and o f  tho 
fat thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Abel 
and to  his offering.” — Qen. iv. 4. “  Thereby,”
remarks Bishop Hom e, “  instructing us, as tho 
law afterwards did the children o f  Israel, that 
wo ought not to appear before the Lord 
• empty,’ or to offer to Him o f  that ‘  which 
cost us nothing.’ ”  Tho prime o f  our years, 
the flower o f our increase, should be dedicated 
and devoted to Him who makes us all wo arc, 
and gives us all we have. “  The K ing shall 
answer and say unto them : Terily, I  say unto 
you, inasmuch as ye have done it unto tho 
least o f  one o f these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me.” — Math., xxv. This
memorable and gracious answer o f our Saviour 
is fit to bo engraven in tho hearts and ever 
sounding in the ears o f all industrious pro­
moters o f charity. True it is, our Saviour 
says: “  Me in person ye never relieved, sup­
ported, com forted; but since ye performed 
these kind offices to others who belonged to 
me, at my command, and for m y sake, I  con ­
sider what you did to them as done to myself, 
and shall accordingly give you a most valuable 
rooompenso.”  These words, considered as 
they ought to  be as to their general drift, 
press upon us two powerful motives to tho 
practice o f charity: tho one, that upon this 
point wo shall certainly be tried and examined 
at tho Great Day o f A ccount; the other, 
“  that acts o f  mercy done to the poor will 
thou be accepted as done to our Saviour 
Himself.”  —  Mishap Atterbury. “  Am ong 
all the thousands who give to those ob­
jects, how  few deny themselves o f  one com ­
fort, even the least, that they may advance the 
Kingdom  o f Christ! ” — Marries. I  would ear­
nestly invite all our Churchmen throughout 
this land, to the utmost o f their power, to 
make m ore palatable tho acceptance o f  the 
Offertory in their churches. It  may in some few 
cases be required to remove prejudices which 
may possibly have crept in against its uni­
versal use. I  will not now enter into a dis­
cussion more than to adduce the successful 
result at the church that I  have been so long 
connected with— now St. Saviour’s Cathedral. 
W e  are now, by the Offertory collections, in 
the receipt o f about £300 per annum. I  will 
name to you that when first it had been pro­
posed, some years since, to have what were 
then called collections, certain officers in that 
church absolutely refused to carry tho plate 
round. The weekly collections have now 
reached nearly to the maximum o f what were 
received heretofore per month. There is 
another practical and very important item 
connected with tho frequent or weekly Offer­
tory, that strangers, and liberal strangers, from  
time to time come among us, and we have the 
advantage o f their gifts. I f  any church will 
adopt the course desired to be recommended, 
I  think I  may venture to say that the practice 
would never be given up.
“  T h e  C h d e c h  So c ie ty , a  M is s io n a e y  S o ­

c ie t y , AND A M h TIJAL B bNEPIT SOCIETY, 
FOE THE D iocese .”

The B e t . S a m u e l  P e e c iv a l , who has re­
cently arrived in the Diocese, had been a 
Missionary in India. He said : A  few months 
ago, while advocating the spread o f  the 
Gospel abroad, I  was met with the old  saying 
that “ Charity begins at home.”  This no 
doubt is true, for tho Apostles were first to

preach at Jerusalem, and afterwards elsewhere. 
Their preaching was not to be confined to 
home. The Gospel is a lig h t ; when it 
flickers something is wrong. W hile  one 
being remains unconverted our duty is plain.
I  have read an anecdote o f the late Bishop 
Wilson, o f Calcntta, who, while on a tour 
through his immense Diocese, came to a station 
which no Clergyman had ever visited. Finding 
no hearers, ho was about to proceed on his 
way, when a young man besought him to re­
main, promising to try and get a few together 
to hear him. On being asked by the Bishop 
what had turned his heart, he stated that two 
years before that time he was in a billiard 
room with several others, one o f  whom had 
lost heavily, and who having staked his last 
coin, pulled out from his pocket a Hindoo 
idol, and addressed the most urgent entreaties 
and prayers to it for success. This shocked 
tho young man, and awakened his soul. I  re­
late tills anecdote to show how  our own 
kindred white people brought up in a Christian 
land may, under some circumstances, sink 
down to the level o f the heathen. During tho 
rebellion in India o f 1857, Madras was the 
quietest presidency. W hy  ? Because there 
were more Christians there. During the 
Lancashire distress, I  collected five hundred 
rupees (£50) from tho heathen poor at Tan- 
jore, showing that the seed was sown even in 
their hearts. An old man, nearly a beggar, 
ninety years of age, tottered up to mo with 
ten rupees for the same pui-pose. Good 
feelings once awakened, we know not how far 
they may reach. W e  must sock to give others 
tho religious principles wo possess. A t tho siege 
o f Agra tho heathen servants fled. Some native 
Christians fleeing from their heathen bi-ethren 
asked for admittance, which was somewhat re­
luctantly granted, it being feared by some that 
they might prove treacherous. However, they 
faithfully performed their duty, and imder 
Providence prevented another massacre like 
that o f Cawnpore. The Society ought to 
aim not only at local good, but at extension 
abroad. Some people who had resided in 
India said that Missionary effort had done 
very little in that country, but that is not 
correct. Fifty years ago people immolated 
themselves under the car o f Juggernaut; not 
BO now. A  car festival was discontinued 
owing to the impossibility o f getting men to 
drag it. I t  had been the custom o f  the native 
officials to press men for the purpose, and this 
having been represented to the Government, 
the officials were ordered to discontinue the 
practice. Some o f these ponderous cars re­
quired two or three thousand m en to move 
them. As a last resource they applied for a 
steam engine! There were hundreds, nay 
thousands, who, without moral courage to 
brave the opposition o f their feUows, were still 
secretly eonvinced o f tho truth o f  Christianity. 
Every Society of this kind must be a Mission­
ary Society. Our duty is to obey the com­
mands o f our great captain.

After Mr. Pcrcival’s address (which is im­
perfectly reported), a collection was made, 
amounting to £12 15s. W hdo it was pro­
ceeding,

Tho B ev . D. P. M. H u l b e e t  said that 
evangelically speaking, the only way to bring 
souls to G od  is to make them know the value 
o f  those souls. The labourer is worthy o f  his 
hire. His Lordship is not able without such 
a Society as this, to provide Clergymen with 
incomes. AU should help in the good  work of 
providing the necessary means, and give 
liberally.

The B e v . H. L E ien said :— M y Lord, 
and Dear Friends,— W hat we have already
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heard furnishes us with an admirable com­
ment upon the subject placed in my hands, 
viz., “  Tlio Church Society as a Mutual Benefit 
Society for who, listening to the admirable 
papers read and addresses given by the dif­
ferent laymen on the present occasion, could 
fad. to  be interested and instructed f  There 
arc many Societies, under many names, each 
serving their special end, and aU contributing 
in their degree to the general good. W e  have 
Mutual I’ rovident Societies, making temporal 
provision for the too probable wants o f a 
future da y ; anticipating contingencies remote, 
it may he, but often, alas! too sadly realised. 
On the other hand, we have Mutual Improve­
ment Societies, instituted for the furnishing o f  
the m ind with facts, and helping to the 
utilising and diffusion of the knowledge there 
obtained. The Church Society is a Mutual 
Benefit Society in another, higher, and infi­
nitely more important sense. As we have 
learned from the Keport, the sphere o f its 
operation is commensurate at least with the 
extent o f  this vast Diocese; whilst its objects 
are the highest possible, and worthy o f  the 
best talents and most devoted energy. It 
meets abruptly one o f the weakest points in 
our social structure, the narrow selfishness and 
petty localism o f isolated communities; a chief 
impediment in the way o f progress, both 
ecclesiastical and civil. It teaches us to make 
provision for the soul as well as for the body, 
and to look on to a day coming when such 
provision will be a blessing. It reminds us o f 
Divine faets, and that their reception in the 
case o f  the individual implies the existence o f 
a desire to diffuse them, and, further, that 
G o d , in H is ordinary providence, has com­
mitted the fortunes o f His truth to this 
diffusive principle. As men, it shows us that 
tliere are blessings we may mutually enjoy, 
and that there are things which, if secured, 
make for our best interests; and that mere 
secularism is the worst possible policy, and 
productive o f the least obtainable good for 
country or for home. As Churchmen, it fur­
nishes us with a platform on which we may 
severally play our parts in the extension o f  a 
Eeligious System, as holy as she is useful and 
wise. As Christians, it shows us a common 
bond o f  union in a holy work, evoking our 
warmest and best sympathy. I  am expected 
to say something about “  Ministerial Inci­
dents or those events, encouraging or other­
wise, which interfere with the calm serenity, 
the equable and peaceful flow, o f an Austra­
lian clergyman’s life. And here let me express 
our hearty welcome to our new brother (Mr. 
Perceval), and tell him that he has entered 
upon a noble sphere o f  usefulness ; and that, 
to the earnest worker, Australia is as truly the 
field o f missionary effort, and as full o f thrilling 
incident and interest, as India or Africa pos­
sibly can be. O f course, here, as elsewhere, 
there is m uch to discourage in the apparent 
indifference o f  great numbers o f our people ;  ̂
but yet there is, on the other hand, much 
to rebuke our complaining and unbelief. 
A s an instance in point, I  was mourning 
mentally over the condition o f what I  had 
deemed the most hopeless of my congrega­
tions, and looking upon the Church we had 
buUt as exhibiting so much time and money 
lost, when one o f  my congregation came to mo 
and said with much feeling, “  there are those, 
and I  for one, who have reason to thank G od 
that yon  ever came amongst us.”  Another 
writes and says, “  it is with feelings o f 
gratitude to G od , and with the hope o f 
cheering you in your path o f labour and love 
in the cause o f  Jesus Christ, that through 
your faithful sermons, kind Christian advice,

you have been the means o f  bringing m o to a 
knowledge o f my guilt and danger, and o f 
that loving and gracious Saviour in whom I  
have found peace the world cannot give.”  I  
might multiply instances in which similar en­
couragement has been afforded. I  now  turn 
to another feature in relation to the office o f 
the Minister o f Christ. I t  is a pretty general 
complaint that the official character o f 
Clergymen is not understood or respected 
by many in the bush, I  was much 
pleased by a little incident, trifling in 
itself but not so as regards the subject in  ques­
tion. Visiting the hut o f an old Peninsula 
warrior, whose grandson, a beautiful little child, 
was poking his curly head out o f the window, 
inviting a caress and a smile from  m o as I  
stood by. Suddenly the old man, drawing 
himself up with military precision, said: 
“  Please, your Keverence, lay your hand on liis 
head and bless him, in the name o f the L ord .”  
Thus we are encouraged and stimidatcd, and 
drawn on in our work. I  must tell you another 
story, in which you wiU see that the idea o f 
reciprocity or mutual benefit does not always 
enter into the wise heads and large hearts o f 
Local Church Committees. And at the risk of 
perpetrating a shocking bull, must say, that 
we sometimes find to our cost that 
the reciprocity is all on one side. A  Church
Committee met a t ---------- , to talk about my
stipend ; the subject was discussed, and being 
thoroughly ventilated, it was finally resolved 
that, “  Nothing could be done in the matter 
until the Church we are about to buUd is 
finished and paid for.”  This being told  me, 
I  ventured to suggest that another resolution 
was needed, to make the thing complete, which 
should be to the effect that, “  The horse, that 
drew the stones for the erection o f  the building 
should not have a single feed until the build­
ing was com pleted; then, as far as they were 
concerned, both the horse and their clergyman 
would be in the same condition, very thin  and 
very poor.”

J. H . T homas, E sq., o f  Tass, in a few 
words commended the objects o f the Society.

The L o e d  B ish o p  then addressed the 
meeting :— The results o f the Society’s opera­
tions for the past year are by no means o f  an 
unsatisfactory character when we consider the 
trials o f  the colony under the visitation o f  G o d . 
A  sum o f fSl888 for the Diocesan General 
Eund, and o f £2245 for the Parochial Stipend 
Fund, making a total o f £4133 received b y  the 
treasurer, and dispersed by the Committee 
during the past twelve months, should cause 
us all to thank G od and to take courage. It 
affords me special pleasure to record m y grati­
tude, to the friends aroimd me and to aU in 
the Diocese who have already aided us in this 
great and blessed work ; and specially to  his 
Excellency the Governor. A  vast machinery 
has been brought into operation by the crea­
tion o f  this See, and by the formation o f the 
Church Society. Fourteen clergymen have 
been added to the ministerial staff since the 
separation o f the Diocese; seven o f  them since 
the inauguration of this Institution. Five 
m ore are expected within the next three 
months. Six churches have been completed ; 
eighteen new ones are either in process o f 
erection, or are in contemplation; and twelve 
others are much needed. One o f the require­
ments o f this portion o f the colony is the m ul­
tiplication o f scriptural schools. In  the lan­
guage o f  his Excellenoy the Governor, at our 
last meeting, “ the evil (o f the colony) can 
only be permanently met by introduoing a 
sound religious education amongst the young.”  
A nd again— “  W o must give the young a sound 
roHgious education.”  I  know well what is in­

cluded in a sound religious education in a 
Church school, under the supervision o f  a 
zealous clergyman and the instruction o f  a 
well-trained, pious teacher. For m y own part 
I  think, that no gratulations should be in­
dulged in, until each portion o f  the Diocese is 
mapped out into a manageable parish ; that no 
organisation can be complete until each parish 
has its Church, parsonage, glebe, and school, 
under the personal instruction o f godly pastors 
and Christian teachers; and that no satis­
factory results can be attained until, through 
the ministrations o f  the Church, souls are 
brought by the H oly Ghost into living union 
with Jesus Christ. I t  will be gratifying to 
some o f our friends to know that the Fund for 
the Endowment o f  the See has been progress­
ing simultaneously, and that there is ground 
for hope that the exertions o f our friends will 
bo crowned with the desired success. Tliis 
object, as well as the provision for the multipli­
cation o f the clergy, is largely indebted to the 
generosity o f English Christians, who are 
deeply interested in the extension o f the 
Church o f Christ, and who contributed out o f 
the abundance o f their love and liberality, ex­
pecting nothing in return, but the welfare o f 
their fellew men and the answer o f  a good con­
science towards G o d . The object o f  the Com­
mittee is to enlarge the area whence contri­
butions may flow into the treasury o f  the 
Society. Let us hope that a feeling o f  thank­
fulness to G od for H is merciful providence in 
sending timely rain may cause thank-offerings 
to occupy a prominent place in the pages o f 
next year’s Report, and that a larger measure 
o f  weekly bounty through the channel o f  the 
Offertory, may enable each parish to complete 
its arrangements for the sustentation o f the 
ministry and the celebration o f  Divine worship.

His L o e d sh ip  then pronounced the bene­
diction and the meeting terminated.

A r n o l d  h o u s e  c o l l e g i a t e
SCHOOL, WooUahra, Waverley.

Principal— The Rev. E. S tm ojtds , A.K .C. 
Assistant—The Rev. A. L. H e x d e .

Commodious premises having been secured 
at the East end o f Riper Street, between Ocean 
Street and the Edgecliff Road, the first quarter 
will commence on the 6th o f A P R IL  next.

Prospectuses on appheation to the Princi­
pal, Waverley.

Mr . S A M P S O N ’ S C L A S S I C A L  
AND C O M M E R C IA L  SCHOOL, 

N E W T O W N .
For the ED U C ATIO N  o f  a limited number 

o f Young Gentlemen in all that pertains 
to the foundation o f  a sound Classical or 
Commercial Education. Monthly examinations 
will be held by the Rev. G. K IN G , M .A ., and 
other gentlemen.

Mr. SAMPSON has made arrangements to 
receive into his family two boarders at the 
following term s:—

B oard ers............ £10 10 per quarter.
Day Pupils ... £3  3 and £ 2  2s.

MISS M IL L A R ’S SCH O O L, D A R L IN G  
STREET, B A L M A IN .

The second quarter will begin the first 
week in April.

J.
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THE CHURCH OF ENGLANB CHRONICLE.

Tn E  TJNDEESIGNED beg to acknow- 
ledgo tho receipt o f tlio following 

Subscription, since 9th March :—
£  s. d.

E ct. J . Sullivan, Eamsgato, Ireland 1 4  0

ON  S A L E , a SEEM ON, preached in St.
James’ Church, by tho Lord Bishop o f 

Sydney, on the Day of Iluiniliation. Price, 
6d. ea ch ; per post 8d. JOSEPH COOK and 
CO., CHtm en Cheonicle Office, 310, George- 
street: Diocesmi D cp6t, Phillip-strect.

W A N T E D  P O E  A  YO U N G  L A D Y , a 
Situation as Nursery Governess. Is 

competent to undertake the entire charge o f 
young children.

A pply by  letter to  tho
Eev. J . M A IT L A N D  W A R E ,

The Parsonage, Corowa, N .S .W . 
March 12th, 1866.

SADDLERY.

A  large stock o f  colonial and English 
Manufactured goods always on hand 
to select from.

4 07 , G E O E G E  S T E E E T ,
S Y D N E Y .

Opposite the Royal Sotel.

L IV E R P O O L  A N D  LONDON
AND

01ofae SnsuraniE ®om}>ang.
Capital, £2,000,000.

Established in 1836.

w H E E L B E  A N D  W I L S O N ’ S 
Prize Medal New Improved

SEWING MACHINES!

O n  the Sth in s ta n t, a t  B e n d e m e e r .b y  s p e c ia l  l ic e n s e , 
b y  t h e  R e v . J . P . R . IM iin fle ld . J o h n  G i l l , E sq., C o s t -  
w y c b ,  N e w  E n g la n d , t o  Anxa Maria , f o u r t l i  d a u g b t e i  
o f  T h o m a s  A u g u st u s  P e r r t , E s q . , J . P „  o f  B e n d e n ie e r .

The distinguishing feature in this machine
is the making o f tho ______ _____
T IG H T  L O C K  STITCH by the E O T A T IN G  

HOOK,
an improvement on the shuttle, whereby all 
heavy and noisy action is avoided, which makes 
it noted above lU  other machines for simplicity 
and general effectiveness ; in proof o f  wliich, 
the macliine gained a Eirst-class Prize Medal 
at tho London Exhibition o f 1862 ; also, tho 
Paris G old Modal in 1861; and the numerous 
testimonials received from persons in all parts 
o f  the Colonics amply testily to its exceUenco. 
Its complete superiority is fully shown in  tho 
following—

I t  fells or horns any width, turning its own 
hem  as it stitches

Gathers any kind of material w ith any 
quantity o f fulness.

Gathers and sows on a hand at tho same 
mo without hasting _ • . i

Embroiders in beautiful designs, with cord, 
braid, or silk

Sows in cord without basting
Hems, enclosing a cord at tbe same time, 

w ithout basting
Binds any material without basting
Marks any width o f tucks, and stitches them 

without basting
Trims skirts with braid, velvet, or ribbon, 

witliont basting
Quilts any material m any design, w ith siiK 

or cotton
D E S C E IP T IV E  PAM PH LETS, with tes­

timonials, E E B E  B Y  POST, on appUcation.
IN ST E U C T IO N S G EATIS TO  E Y E E Y  

P U E C H A S E E .
Tho puhlio aro respectfully invited to  call 

and see the M A CH IN E IN  O P E E A T IO N  at 
the Show Eooms, No. 1, Wynyard-street, next 
to Bank o f  New South Wales.

V E N N A E D  and STBYENS, Sole Apents.

Life Asstiuaaee Explaiacd.

M K. B . S H O R T ,
Sydney Agent o f the Australian Mutual Provi­
dent Society, will be happy to give full cxplanar 
tion personally, or by letter (without charge), 
to all persons wishing information in reference 
to tho subject o f Life Assurance, Present or 
Deferred Annuities and Endowments, Educa­
tional or otherwise, for children, by addressing 
bim at the office o f the Society, New Pitt- 
street, Sydney; or. Box 73, Post-offico, Sydney.

EDWARD MILLETT,
(Successor to John C. Uophins,) 

CLERICAL TAILOR AND ROBE MAKER,
361, ffiteorge Street, Sglmeg.
Gowns, Hoods and Caps, for aU Degrees. 

A  select assortment o f  Oxford and Cambridge 
mixtures always on hand.

Having a Colonial Proprietai^, and the 
following B oard o f  Directors in Sydney.

J. S. W illis, Esq., Chairman.
G . K . Holden, Esq.
Edward Knox, Esq.,

H on . J . B . W att, Esq., M.L.C.
B . Buchanan, Esq.

H on. E . D eas Thomson, Esq' C.B., M .L.C. 
M edical Eeforees:

H on . John  Macfarlane, Esq., M .D.
A lfred Roberts, Esq.

Surveyor— E. H . Grundy, Esq., C.E.

Invested Bunds—Exceeding Three Millions

The D irectors continue to  grant policies o f 
■ Insurance in Town or Country against fire, and 

on life, upon terms which will be found as 
liberal as those o f any other office.

Tables o f  Rates for Biro and Life Insur­
ance, in  all its branches, and every informa­
tion can be obtained from

A . STAN G EB X.EATBES,
RESIDENT s e c r e t a r y , 

Offices, Wynyard Square, Sydney.

O E A N G E  AND G EBAT W E S T E R N

SADDLE A m  HARNESS
M A N U F A C T O E T ,

ESTABLISHED 1855.

JOSEPH COOK & CO.,

§R0k-k iM kcrs, I w r a m r a l
Machine Rulers and Engravers,

370, GEORGE S TEEET, S Y D N E Y .

Th e  PtrBLlSlTEES o f  The Church ChronicU 
acknowledge tho receipt o f tiro under­

mentioned Subscriptions, &c., for this Paper,
since last issue:—
Mr.'VVilUam Jones, PorDes...
Rev. Z. Barry, Raudwick ..........
Mr. W, Bigg, Young ... — ...
Mr. J. S. Willis, Pitt-street..........
Mr. P. Mitchell, Darlinghurst ...
Rev. G. C. Bode, Newcastle 
Mr. J. n . Goldfinch, Newcastle 
Mr. Ilolenus Scott, Newcastle...
Mr. HoUingworth, Newcastle ...
Mrs. Clout, Tumut .................
Mr. W. P. Wilkinson, Tass.........
Mr. S. Tuokermau, Sackville Roach _... 
Mr. Thomas G. Wilson, Port Macquarie
Mr. A. P. Gibson, Goulhuru .................
Mr F. Horn, Goulhum .........................
Mr. Charles Campbell, Elizaheth-street

£  s. d. 
0 12 0 
0 12
0 3 0
0 12 
0 12 0 
0 12 0 
0 12 0 
0 12 0 
0 12 0 
0 12 0 
0 12 0 
0 12 0 
0 11 0 
0 12 0 
0 12 0 
0  12 0

Saddle and Harness Manufacturer, W holesale 
and Eetail, Orange, Wellington and D ubbo.

Th e  c h u e c h m a n ’ s  A u s t r a l i a n
A L M A N A C K  to r  I860.— EmbeUished 

with a view o f  Christ Church, Sydney. Sheets, 
Is . each, per post Is. 2d., or 10s. per dozen 
post free. Books, Is. each, per post Is . 2d., 
or 10s. per dozen, post free. Books, (inter­
leaved) Bound in Cloth, Is. 6d. each, per post 
Is. 8d., or 15s. per dozen, per post 16s. per 
dozen.

E o order will he attended to unless ac­
companied hy a Remittance which may be sent 
p e r  P o s t  Office Order, or in penny postage

JO SE PH  COOK & CO., Pullishers, 
370, George Street.

No t i c e .—To Subscribers and Advertisers.
The Church Chronicle is issued every 

fortnight— on or about the 7th and 21st o f 
each month.

Annual subscription— Twelve shiUings. 
CASH TERMS OE ADVERTISING.

Three lines, each insertion ... One shilling 
Tor every aAtlitional line ........  Three-penco
Tor quarter column ... Six slnllmgs
Tor half column ... Ton shillings
Tor one column »  ... Sixteen shiUings.

Births, MarriagesandDeaths One shilling each insertion.

T o  C l e u g t m e x , Cm racnw AU D EN S, a n d  ̂ O t d e b s .—  
N o t i c e s  o f  S erm on s o r  M e e t in g s , S u b s c r ip t io n  L ists , 
o r  o t h e r  C h u rc h  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  in s e r t e d  o n  a  
r e d u c e d  sca le .

JOSEPH COOK & CO., Publishers,
370, Gcorgo-street, Sydney.
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