Constitution documents that follow do not cover all revisions made over the years.

A number of copies of National Conference Working Papers and/or Minutes have a
Constitution attached as an Appendix.
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AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN

CONSTITUTION

NAME: Australian Church Women. .

The AIM of Australian Church Women is = ‘ T

To u.m.te Australian Church women in the:Lr alleglance to their Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ;...to promote co-operation of men and women 1n£he

Church, famlly and soc1ety, to help Christian women to take a more effect-
ive place in the total life and mssmnﬁf the Church; to provide opportunities
for Christian women of different churches to worship, study and serve tegether
and to encourage fellowshlp and service across natlonal boundarles.

The programme of Australian Church Women shall be planned to serve this aim.

3. RELATTONSHIPS:

(2) Through the Austrelian Council of Churches, -Australian Church Women shall
be linked with the World Council of Churches and the reg:,onal conferences
- of churches in Asia, Africa and the Pacific.
(b) Australlan Church Women shall function_in relatienship with the Australian
Council of Churches' Committee on Co-eperation of Men and ,Women in Church,

Femily and Seciety. mtlylthe Division of Church and Cormmnl‘by of the ACC.

40 i MTTEESS

(a) The National Commttee shall’ cons:Lst of representatives who shall be
appointed annually:

i« one representative af the Federal women's organisation of-each
'+ church, appomted by whatever means is apprepriate to the’ partlcular
church.

ii.  two representatives of each and every State women's inter—church
orgam.satlon recowused by Australlan Church Women as its State
Unit. .

iiji. one representative of the Federal organisation ef any special
interest group which is granted representatlon by the National
Committee.

ive two representatlves appomted by the Australian Council of Churches'
Committee en Co-operation of Men and Women m(}'hurch, Fafmiily and
Society.
ves four representatives appon.nted by the Executive Committee of the
© Australian Council of Churches.

The National Committee shall meet at least annually at a time and place to
be determined in consultation with the: Australian Council of Churches'
Committee on Co-operation of Men: and Women in Church, Family and Society.
Flft'y percent of representatives under 4 (a) i. and ii. shall constitute
a quorum. Alternates may be appointed for all representatives to the
National Committee.

(b) A Working Committee shall be appointed by the National Committee 4'130
carry -out its work between meétings. -The Working Committee shall
congist of 10 members of: the National Committee resident in one State
and shall include the office bearers.  The location of the Working
Committee shall be determined by the National Committees

5. OFFICE BEARERS

The' of fice bearers shall be (1) a President; (2) two Vice-Presidents;

(3) a Secretary; (4) a Treasurer; They shall be elected annually by the
National Committee provided always that the President shall not hold the
office for more than two consecutive years. °~ The office bearers shall act
on behalf of the Working Committee between meetings.
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6. STATE AND LOCAL ORGANISATION: . e

i. Each State Unit shall co-operate with the Council of Churcl;éé‘
- associated with the Australian Council of Churches in the -State.«

4i, Committees i'n.-‘,ibica_lﬁ eas whlcht):arryout the purpose of Australian
Church Women shall be affiliated with the State Unit, - - -

. %1, PROGRAMME OF AUSTRALIAN CHURCH JOMEN: . :

The National Committee of Australian Church Women shall prepare a

statement of its programme each year.

8. FINANCE:

i. Collections taken at special days and services included in the Australian
Church Women pregramme (after, lscal g£xpenses have been met) shall be
g, 2o divided; as determined each year by ?he National Committee in consult-
i ith its f% %E;Bﬁ?ts between (i) the a inistration of thc affiliated

(i1 )'§%Eﬁeﬁo% 0: %, e A%‘:i%lna o?m%t%%gggfl S.Aag%:#:%%lian Church Women and
~ - (iii) national projects, sponsored by the National Committee in co-
operation with State Units. o i A

ii. The funds of the Fellowship of the Least Coin shall be peid annually
by the State Units to the National Committee for remittance o .the
Department on Co-operation of Men and Women,in Church, Family and Society,
in the World Council of Churches. : : TE e

... i4d. (a) Accounts shall be kept as determined by the National Committee in
N consultation with the Honorary Treasurer of the Australian Council
of Churches. T
‘o ' (b) ‘Bank accounts shall be operated by the President, Secretary and
e Treasurer and such others.as may be appointed, the signatures of any
two of whom shall be sufficient discharge. )
(c) Statements of accounts shall be presented to the meetings of the
: Wo!i'ldn‘g Committee, and audited annual statements.to.the National
Committee and to the Australian Councildf Churches.
(d) The financial year shall end on December. 31. e

b £

9e, AMENDMENT TO CONSTITUTION: .

The Constitution shall be amended by a vote of a two=thirds majority of
members of the National Committee present. Notice of motion .to amend the
Constitution shall be given- to thé'Working Committee by an organisation
‘having representation ory{:he National Committee.  All constituent bodies
~ shall be notified in writing of the proposed amendment not less than three
- months before the meeting of the National Committee. Amendments shall be
" opeérative upon ratification by the Annual Meeting of thé Australian Council
of Churches. - B g 5 . '

- 10, DISSOLUTION:

) In ‘the event of the di_sqgldt;@oh of the Natiéﬁal-’ﬁbmittee,. its project
" and trust funds shall be paid to the purposés designéted and its
- 'administrative funds to the Aust_:_:g_alian Council“of Churches.

L

: - FEBRUARY -11, 1965
it i i & = i . ) V * SYDNEY‘-:‘:_,,; 5
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AUSTRALTAN CHURCH WOMEN

GONSTITUTION

NAME ¢ Australian Church Womon

The AIM of Australian Church Women is

To unite Australian Church women in theoir allegiance to their Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ; to promote co-operation of men and women
in the Church, family and socicty; to help Christian women to take
a more effective place in the total life and mission of the Church;
to provide opportunitics for Christian women of different churches
to worship, study and serve together and to encourage fellowship and
service across national boundaries,

The programme of Australian Church Women shall be planned to serve
this aim,

a) Through the Australian Council of Churches, Australian Church’
Women shall be linked with the World Council of Churches and
the regional conferences of churches in Asia, Africa and the
Pacific,

b) Australian Church Women shall function in relationship with the
" Australian Council of Churches' Committee on Co-operation of Men

& Women in Church, Family & Socicty, within the Division of Church

and Community of the Australian Council of Churches,

NATIONAL, COMMITTEE:

The National Committee shall consist of representatives who shall
be appointed annually:

i. one representative of the Federal women's organisation of
each church, appointed by whatever means is appropriate to
the particular church,

ii, two ropresentatives of cach and every State Women's intere

. church organisation recognised by Australian Church Women as

its State Unit,

iii. one representative of the Federal organisation of any spocial

interest group which is granted represcntation by the National
Committce, '

ive two representatives appointed by the Australian Council of
Churches' Committee on Co-operation of Men & Women in Church,
Family and Society,

V. four representatives appointed by the Exccutive Committce of
the Australian Council of Churches.

vi, the office bearers (scc 5).

The National Committee shall meot at leasti'annually at a time and -
place to be determined in consultation with the Australian Council
of Churches' Committce on Co—operation of Men & Women in Church,
Family and Society. Fifty percent of representatives under 4 i.
and ii, shall constitute a quorum, Alternatives may be appointed
-for all representatives to the National Committee,

5. OFFICE BEARERS:

Tho-office bearers shall be (1) a President; (2) two Vice-
Presidents; (3) a Secretary; (4) a Troasurer. Thay shall be
elected annually by the National Committee provided always that
the President shall not hold the office for more than two
consecutive years.
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7.

9.

10.

11,

WORKING COMMITTEE: SR S—,

The National Committee shall -appoint a Working Committec of ten,
who shall be resident in onc State, and shall include the office
bearers, The location of the Working Committee shall be detcrmified
by the National Committece. The office bearers shall act on behalf

of the Working Committec betwecen mectings.

STATE AND LOCAL QRGANISATTION:

i, Each State Unit shall co-qperate with the Council of Churches
associated with the Australian Council of Churches in the Stato,

ii, Committees in local areas which carry out tha purpose of
Australian Church Women shall be affiliated with the State Unit.

OF AUSTRALIAN CHURCH VOMEN:

The National Committee of Australian Church Women shall propare a
statement of its programme each year,

TNANCE :

i. Collections taken at special days and services included in the
Australian Church Women's programme (after local expenscs have
been met) shall be divided, as determined cach year by the
National Committee in consultation with its State Units, between

(i) the administration of the affiliated Statc women's inter-
... church council organisation;
(ii) administration of the National Committee of Australian
Church Women and
(iii) npational projects sponsored by the National -Commitdes
in co-operation with State Units,

ii. The funds of the Fellowship of the Least Coin shall be paid
annually by the State Units to the National Committee for
remittance to the Department on Co-operation of Men & Women
in Church, Family & Socicty in the World Council of Churches,

iii, a) Accounts shall be kept as dotermined by the National Gommittee
in consultation with the Honorary Trocasurer of the Australian
Council of Churches, :

b) Bank accodnts shall be operated by tho President, Sccretary
and Treasurer and such othors as may be appointed, the
signatures of any two of whom shall be sufficient discharge,

c) Statements of accounts shall be presented to the mectings of
the Working Committec, and auditcd annuel statements to the
- National Committee and to the Australian Council of Churches,

d) The financial year shall end on December 31,

AMENDMENT TO CONSTITUTIQN;

The Constitution ‘shall be amended by a vote of a two-thirds majority
- of members of the National Committee present, Notice of motion to
-amend the Constitution shall be given to the Working Committec by

an organisation having represcntation on the National Committee,

All constituent bodies shall be notified in writing of the proposed

amendment not less than three months before the meeting of the

National Conmittee. Amendments shall be operative upon ratification

by the Annual Meeting of the Australian Counéil of Churches.

DISSOLUTION:

In the event of the dissolution of the National Committeec, its.
project and trust funds shall be paid to the purposes designated
and its administrative funds to the Australian Counmcil of Churches.

Fobruary 10, 1967
Sydney.



AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN FEB. 9 1972
CONSTITUTION

1. NAME: AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN.

~

. The ALK of Australian Church Women is

To unite Australian Church women in their allegiance to their Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ;

To promote co-operation of men and women in the Church, family and society;

To help Christian women to take a more effective place in the total 1ife and
nission of the Church;

To provide opportunitfes for Christian women of different churches to worship,
study and serve together, and

To encourage fellowship and service across national boundarfes,

w

. FRELATIONSHIPS:

(a) Through the Australian Council of Churches, Australian Church Women shall be
1inked with the World Council of Churches and the regional conferences of
churches in Asia, Africa and the Pacific, :

(b) Australian Church Women shall function in relationship with the Australian
Council of Churches! Conmittee on Co-operation of Men and Women in Church,
Fanily and Society, within the Division of Church and Community of the
Australian Council of Churches.

>

. NATIONAL COMMITTEE:
The National Committee shall consist of

(a) Representatives who shall be appointed annually:
i!i one representative of the Federal women's organization of each church,
appointed by whatever means is appropriate to the particulat church,
(1) two representatives of each and every State Women's Inter~church
organization recognized by Australian Church Women as its State Unit.
(171) one representative of the Federal organization of any special interest
group which is granted representation by the National Committee,
(iv) two representatives appointed by the Australfan Council of Churches'
Conmittee on Co~operation of Men & Women in Church, Family and Society.
(v) four representatives appointed by the Executive Committee of the
Australian Council of Churches.

(b) the Office Bearers and five other committes members who together shall

conprise the Working Comaittes.
The National Committee shall meet at least annually at a time and place to be determined in
consultation with the Australian Council of Churches' Committee on Co-operation of Men
& Women tn Church, Fanily and Society. Fifty per cent. of representatives under 4, (i) and
(i1) shall constitute a quorum, Alternatives may be appointed for all representatives to
the National Committee.

5, OFFICE BEARERS:
The office bearers shall be
1. a President
2. two Vice-Presidents
3, a Secretary
4, a Treasurer.
They shall be elected annually by the National Committee provided always that the
President shall not hold the office for more than two consecutive years.

6. WORKING COMMITTEE: .
The Working Committee shall consist of ten members -
(a) the office bearers of the National Committee,
(b) five committes members, one of whom shall be elected annually as the convenor
of the Winifred Kiek Scholarship Committee by the National Committee.

The ten aembers of the Working Committee shall be
(1) resident in one State
{(#1) elected annually by the National Committee,

The location of the Working Committee shall be determined by the National Committee.
The OFfice Bearers shall act on behalf of the Working Committee between its meetings.
In the event of a vacancy on the Working Committee occurring between National Meetings,
the Working Committee shall appoint a replacement to fill such vacancy and shall duly
notify members of the National Committee of such appointment.

[ 1 )
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7. OBSERVERS and CONSULTANTS:
Non-voting observers with privilege to speak on any matter raised in conference shall be
invited to attend the annual meetings of the National Comnittee:
() one observer from the Federal women's organization of each church, appointed
by whatever means is appropriate to the particular church.
{i1) two observers from each and every State Women's inter~church organization
recognized by Australian Church Woamen as its State Unit.
(i11) one observer from the Federal organization of any special interest group which
1s granted representation by the National Conmfttes.
(iv) up to eight observers from the new State location, at that National Meeting
which will elect a Working Committee from a new State,

Consultants who shall have the same privileges as observers, shall be invited to
atlend the National Meeting:

(1) the Federal Liaison Officer, Women's World Day of Prayer.

(i1) Australian members of the Planning Comaittee of Asian Church Women's Conference.

8. STATE AND LOCAL ORGANIZATION:
{a) Each State Unit shall co-operate with the Council of Churches associated with the
Australian Council of Churches in the State,

(b) Cosaittees in local areas which carry out the purpose of Australian Church Women
“shall be affiliated with the State Unit.

9, PROGRAMME OF AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN:

The National Committee of Australian Church Women shall prepare a statement of fts
programme each year,

10, FINANCE:

{a) Collections taken at spesial days and services included in the Australian Church Women's
programme (after local expenses have been met) shall be divided as determined each year by
the Natfonal Committee in consultation with its State Units, between

(1) the administration of the affiliated State Women's Inter-church Councfl
organisation;
(1) administration of the National Committee of Australfan Church Women and
(i11) national projects sponsored by the National Comaittee in co-operation with
State Unfts,

(b) The funds of the Fellowship of the Least Coin shall be paid annually by the State Units to
the Natfonal Committ~e for remittance to the Department of Co-operatfon of Men & Women in
Church, Family & Society in the World Council of Churches,

(c) (i) Accounts shall be kept as deterained by the National Commfttee in consultation with

the Honorary Treasursr of the Australian Council of Churches,

(i1) Bank accounts shall be aperated by the President, Secretary and Treasurer and such
others as may be appointed, the signature of any two of whom shall be sufficient
discharge., .

(111) Statements of accounts shall be presented to the meetings of the Working Committee, —
and audited annual sta*ements to the National Committee and to the Australian Council
of Churches,

{iv) The financial year shall end on December 31,

11, AMENDMENT TO CONSTITUTION:

The Constitution shall be amended by a vote of a two~thirds majority of the National
Comaittca present, Notlce of motion to amend the Constitution shall be given to the
Working Ccmmittee by an organization having representation on the National Committee.
A1l constituent bodies shall be notified in writing not less than three months before
the meeting of the National Committee,

Amendments shall be operatfve upon ratification by the Annual Meeting of the Australian
Council of Churches.

12, DISSOLUTION:

In the event of the dissolution of tho National Commfttee, its project and trust funds
shall be paid to the purposes designated and its administrative funds to the Australian
Council of Churches, )
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AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMNEN

CONSTITUTION

NAHE: Australfan Church Women.

The AlM of Australian Church Women s

To unfte Australian Church women in their allegiance to their Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ; to promote co-operation of men and women in the Church, famfly
and society; to help Christian women to take a more effective place in the
total 1ife and mission of the Church; to provide opportunities for Christian
women of different churches to worship, study and serve together 2nd to
encourage fellowship and service across national boundarfes.

The programme of Australian Church Women shall be planned to serve this afa.

RELATIONSHIPS:

{a) Through the Australian Council of Churches, Australian Churgh Women shall be
1inked with the World Council of Churches and the regional conferences of
churches {n Asia, Africa and the Pacific,

(b)  Australian Church Women shall function in relationship with the Australian
CounciY of Churches' Committes on Co-operation of Men & Wuagn fn Church, Family
& Society, within the Division of Church and Community of the Australian
Council of Churches,

NATIONAL COMMITTEE:

The National Commfttee shall consist of representatives who shall be appofnted
annually:
i. one representatives of the Federal women's organization of each church,
appointed by whatever means 1s appropriate to the particular church,
if. two representatives of each and every State Women's inter-church
organization recognised by Australian Church Women as its State Upit.
1i1. one representative of the Federal organization by any special fnierest
group which is granted representation by the National Committee.
iv. two representatives appointed by the Australian Council of Churches!
Comnittes on Co-operation of Men & Women in Church, Family and Society.
v, four representatives appointed by the Executive Committee of the
Australian Council of Churches.
vi. the office bearers (ses 5.}

The National Committee shall meet at least annually at a time and place to be determined
in consultation with the Australfan Council of Churches' Comaittce on Co-operation of
Men & Women in Church, Family and Soc'ety. Fifty per cent. of representatives under & i.
and fi. shall constitute a quorun. Alternatives may be appointed for ail representatives
to the National Comaittee.

OFFLCE BEARERS:

The office bearers shall be (1) a President; (2) two Vice-Presidents; {3) a Secretary;
(4) a Treasurer. They shall be elected annually by the National Commiitee provided
always that the President shall not hold the office for more than two consecutive years.

WORKING COMMITTEE:

The National Committee shall appoint a Working Committee of ten, who shall be resident
in one State, and shall fnclude the office bearers, The location of the Working
Committee shall be determined by the National Coamittee. The office bearers shall act
on behalf of the Working Committee between meetings.

STATE AND LOCAL ORGAN|ZAT|ON:

. Each State Unit shall co-operate with the Council of Churches associated with the
Australian Council of Churches in the State.

ii. Committeces in local argas which carry out the purpose of Australian Church Women
shall be affiliated with the State Unit.

PROGRAMME OF AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN:

The National Committee of Australian Church Women shall prepare a statement of Its
programme each year,

F1NANCE :

', Collections taken at special days and services included in the Australian
Church Women's programnme (after local expenses have been met) shall be divided

aeees 2/



9, FINANCE: (Contd.)

as determined each year by the National Committee in consultation with its
State Units, between
(1) the adninistration of the afffliated State women's inter-church
council organization;
(i1) administration of the National Committee of Australian Church
Women and
(7i1) national projects sponsored by the National Conmittee in co-operation
with State Units.

i1, The funds of the Fellowship of the Least Coin shall be paid annually by the State
Units to the National Committee for remittance to the Department of Co-operation
of Men & Women fn Church, Family & Society in the World Council of Churches.

iti. (a) Accounts shall be kept as determined by the National Committee in consultation
with the Honorary Treasurer of the Australian Council of Churches,

{(b) Bank accounts shall be aperated by the President, Secretary and Treasurer and
such others as may be appointed, the sfgnatures of any two of whom shall be
sufficient discharge,

(c) Statements of accounts shall be presented to the meetings of the Working
Committee, and audited annual statements to the National Committee and to the
Australian Council of Churches.

(d) The financial year shall end on December 31.

10, AMENDHENT TO CONSTITUTION:

The Constitution shall be amended by a vote of a two-thirds majority of the National
Comnittee present. MNotice of motion to amend the Constitution shall be given to the
Working Committee by an organization having representation on the National Committee.
A1l constituent bodies shall be notified in writing not less than three months before
the meeting of the National Committee. Amendments shall be operative upon ratification
by the Annual Meeting of the Australian Council of Churches.

. DISSOLUTION:

In the event of the dissolution of the National Committee, its project and trust funds
shall be paid to the purposes designated and fts administrative funds to the Australian
Council of Churches.



AUSTRALIAN, CHURCH WOMEN

CONSTITUTION
NAME : AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN
AIMS: To unite Australian Church Women in their alleglance to thelr Lord

and Saviour Jesus Christ;

To promote co-operation of men and women in Church, family and
society;

To help Christian women to take a more effective place in the total
life and mission of the Church;

To provide opportunities for Christian women of different denomi-
nations to worship, study and serve together, and

To encourage fellowship and service across national boundaries.

RELATIONSHIPS:
T "(a) Through the Australian Council of Churches, Australian Church
Women shall be linked with the World Council of Churches and
with the regional conferences of churches in Asia, Africa and
the Pacific.
(b) Australian Church liomen shall be a member of the Asian Church
Women's Conference.
NATIONAL COWMITTEE:
@) The National Committee shall consist of:

Representatives: ’
E Y two from each unit of Australian Church Women in the

Australian states and territories;

(ii) one from each denomination participating in the:
Australian Council of Churches and such other denom-
inations as shall be invited by the National

. Committee to attend;

(iii) one from the federal organisation of any special
interest group which is granted representation Dy the
National Committee;

(iv) two appointed by the Executive Committee of the

Australian Council of Churches.
ii.the Working Committee, as set out in para.5 below.

(b) the National Committee shall meet biennially at a time and
place to be determined by the National Committee on the
recomméndation of the Working Committee.

(¢) The Working Committee shall prepare an Annual Report and ‘audited
Financial Statement which shall be circulated annually to.all
organisations having representation on the National Committee
and to the Australian Council of Churches and shall be presented

0 to the biennial National Committee Meeting for endorsement.

(d) At least half of the representatives under 4(a) i.(i) and (ii)
together with half of the Working Committee shall constitute a
quorum. a7

(e) Alternates may be appointed for all representatives to the
National Committee.

(f) Observers and Consultants to be invited to National Comnittee
meetings

i. Non-voting observers with privilege to speak
(i) two from each unit of Australian Church Women in
the Australian states and territories;

(ii) one from each denomination participating in thc
Australian Council of Churches and such other
denominations as shall be invited by the WOrklng
Committee to attend;

(iii) one from the federal organisation of any spegial
interest group which is granted representation by
the National Committee;

(iv) up to ten .Working Committee nominees from the new

" state or territory location.

ii. Consultants with privilege to speak
(i) the Federal Liaison Officer, Women's World Day of
Prayer;
(ii) the Australian Representative on the General Comm-
ittee of the Asian Church Women's Conferencej:
(iii) any co-opted members of the Working Committee of
Australian Church Women.




ACW Constitution (cont.)

b,

5.

NATIONAL COMMITTEE (cont.)
i1 Non-voting observers without privilege to speak
one from each state or territory women's organisation of
each denomination or special interest group in the state
or territory in which the National Committee meeting is

held.

WORKING COMMITTEE .
(a) The Working Committee shall consist of ten members :
i Officebearers of Australian Church Women

i) a President

(ii) two Vice-Presidents

(iii) a Secretary

(iv) a Treasurer.

ii Five Committee members, one of whom shall be the Convener of the
Winifred Kiek Scholarship Committee.
(b) These ten members of the Working Committee shall all be
i Resident in one state or territory;

ii  Elected biennially by the National Committee.

(¢) The Working Committee shall have power to co-opt :

i . Up to three members for special purposes;

ii  Any members of the Planning and/or Working Committee of the Asian
Church Viomen's Conference resident in the same state or territory
as the Working Committee of Australian Church Women.

Such co-opted members shall not be eligible to vote, but shall be
eligible to attend the National Committee Meeting as Consultants
with privilege to speak.

(d) The location of the Working Committee shall be determined by the National
Committee and shall be changed to a different state or territory every
two years, and shall not be relocated in any one state or territory until
a period of four years has elapsed following the retirement of the pre-
vious Working Committee in that state or territory.

(e) The Working Committee shall be responsible to the National Committee for
the implementation of the programme of Australian Church Women according
to the directions of the National Committee and shall act as an Executive
on behalf of the National Committee between its meetings. !

(£) A Statement of Accounts shall be presented to each meeting of the
Working Committee.

(g) In the event of a vacancy on the Working Committee occurring between
National Committee meetings, the Working Committee shall appoint a
replacement to fill such vacancy and shall within one month notify in
writing those organisations having representation on the National
Committee. .

FINANCE

(a) A1l monies received by the Treasurer shall be paid as determined each
year by the National Committece or by postal ballot by all organisations
having representation on'the National Committee, on the recommendation
of the Working Committee.

(b) Signatories for all Bank accounts and investments shall be any two of
the President, the Secretary and the Treasurer.

(¢) The Financial Year shall end on 30th June in each year.

AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTIGN

This Constitution may be amended by a vote of a two-thirds majority of the
National Committee present and voting. Notice of Motion to amend the
Constitution shall be forwarded in writing to the Secretary by any organi-

1

' sation having representation on the National Committee or by the

Working Committee. All Constituent bodies shall be notified in writing of

the proposed amendment not less than three months before the meeting of the
National Committee at which the proposed amendment will be moved. Amendments
shall be operative only upon ratification by the Australian Council of Cﬁurches.

DISSOLUTION:

In the event of the dissolution of Australian Church Women, its projects and
trust funds shall be paid to the purposes designated and its administrative
funds' to the, Australian Council of Churches.



AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN -  CONSTITUTION -  ADOPTED AUGUST 1985

¥ NAME :
2 AIMS:

3. OBJECTS:

Australian Church Women.

To unite Christian women in their allegiance to their
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ;

To promote co-operation and understanding between men
and women in Church, family and society;

To help Christian women to take a more effective place
in the total life and mission of the Church;

To provide opportunities for Christian women of
different denominations to worship, study and serve
together;

To encourage fellowship and service across national
boundaries.

In fulfilment of its Aims, the Australian Church Women
shall promote State and Territory Units. Such Units
shall act as a forum for discussion on any matters that
may arise in pursuance of these aims within their own
areas.

SCHOLARSHIP

Australian Church Women shall sponsor a scholarship

to be known as the Winifred Kiek Scholarship:
Australian Church Women may sponsor a fellowship to

be known as the Winifred Kiek Fellowship.

The Winifred Kiek Scholarship and the Winifred Kiek
Fellowship and any other approved award shall be made
according to guidelines determined from time to time
by the National Conference.

FELLOWSHIP OF THE LEAST COIN

Australian Church Women shall promote the International
Fellowship of the Least Coin as a Fellowship of Prayer
and Reconciliation and Offering of the Least Coin of
our realm, according to the accepted practice of the

International Fellowship of the Least Coin.

SPECIAL DAYS

Australian Church Women shall promote Fellowship Day

and World Community Day and encourage the observance

of Women's World Day of Prayer. The National Executive

/2



MEMBERSHIP:

1.2

1.3

(a)

shall be responsible for the preparation and
distribution of Orders of Service for Fellowship
Day and World Community Day.

NATIONAL PUBLICATION

The National txecutive shall be responsible for the
production of a publication for distribution to all
State and Territory Units.

Each and every member of a State or Territory Unit
shail be a member of Australian Church Women.

LIFE MEMBERS

The honour of 1ife membership may be conferred on
women who have made a long term significant
contribution to Australian Church Women at the
national level;

There may be only one 1ife member from each State

or Territory Unit at any one time;

Nominations for Life Membership shall come from State
or Territory Units and appointments shall be made by
the National Conference.

RELATIONSHIPS:

Australian Church Women shall be a member of the Asian

Church Women's Conference;

Australian Church Women shall maintain relationships

and dialogue with the Australian Council of Churches N
and other ecumenical bodies.

ADMINISTRATION: shall be through

NATIONAL CONFERENCE which shall meet biennially.
Membership of National Conference shall consist of:
Voting Members
(i) The members of the current National Executive
as set out in Para. 6.2

(ii) Two members appointed by each State and Territory
Unit of Australian Church Women

(iii) One member from the National organisation of each
denomination participating in Australian Church
Women through its State and Territory Units.
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6.1.2

6.1.3

6.1.4

6.1.5

(b)

(iv) Up to five members from the incoming National
Executive nominees.
Observers
(who shall have the right to speak but not to vote)
(i) Two members from each State and Territory Unit
of Australian Church Women.

(ii) Two members from the National organisation of
each denomination participating in Australian
Church Women through its State and Territory Units.

(iii) Life Members.

(iv) Such others as may from time to time be determined
by the National Executive or be recommended by
Units and endorsed by the National Executive.

(v) Up to five members from the incoming National
Executive nominees.

(vi) One member from National special interest groups
participating in Australian Church Women through
its State and Territory Units.

ALTERNATES may be appointed for both Voting members and

Observers.

LOCATION:

Each State or Territory Unit shall have the right to

host the National Conference and provide the National

Executive of National Conference in rotation.

QUORUM:

Two-thirds of members who are in attendance and entitled

to vote shall constitute a quorum at National Conference.

ELECTIONS:

(a) Nominations for National Executive (and Auditor) from
each State and Territory Unit in rotation (as decided
at previous National Conference) shall be submitted
to the National Secretary eight weeks prior to the
Conference. Such nominations shall be approved by
the Conference.

(b) National delegates to Conferences, Representatives
to other organisations, and such other appointments
as shall from time to time be considered desirable
by National Conference, shall be elected by ballot
from nominations received by the National Secretary
eight weeks prior to National Conference. Any member
in good standing in a State or Territory Unit of
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6.1.6

6.2
6.2.1

6.2.2

Australian Church Women may be nominated for any
such position.

(c) 1In the event of National representation to Conference(s)
or other organisation(s) being necessary between
National Conferences, the National Executive shall
appoint such representatives after consultation with
each State and Territory Unit.

(d) If insufficient nominations are received it shall be
the responsibility of the National Executive to submit
the required number of nominations. No nomination
shall be accepted from the floor of Conference.

BUSINESS:

Notice of all matters which shall engage the attention

of Conference, including Reports, shall be submitted to

the National Executive at least eight weeks prior to

Conference and shall be forwarded to each State and

Territory Unit four weeks prior to Conference.

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE:

Membership of the National Executive shall consist of:

(a) Executive Officers who shall be President

2 Vice-Presidents
Secretary
Treasurer
(b) Five Committee members who shall be
Minute Secretary
Winifred Kiek Scholarship Convener
Fellowship of the Least Coin Convener
Special Days Convener
Publication Editor
(c) Any members of the Executive Committee of Asian
Church Women's Conference resident in the same
State or Territory as the Australian Church Women's
National Executive may be invited to serve ex-officio.
(d) The Australian representative on Asian Church Women's
Conference General Committee, ex-officio.
(e) Up to three (3) members may be co-opted for special
purposes.
QUORUM:
Two-thirds of the elected membership of National Executive
shall constitute a quorum.

il



6.2.3 VACANCIES:
In the event of a vacancy occurring on the National
Executive between National Conferences, the National
Executive shall appoint a replacement to fill such
vacancy, and shall within one month notify in writing
all State and Territory Units of Australian Church
Women of such appointment for ratification.

7. FINANCE :

7.1 A11 monies received by the Treasurer shall be disbursed
as determined by the National Conference.

7.2 A11 financial accounts and investments shall include the
words "Australian Church Women" in their title.

7.3 Signatories for all Bank accounts and investments shall
be any two of the Executive Officers.

7.4 A Statement of Accounts shall be presented to each meeting .
of the National Executive.

7.5 The Financial Year shall end on 30 June in each year and

an audited Financial Statement shall be circulated
annually to all State and Territory Units and shall be
presented to the National Conference for endorsement.

7.6 The National Conference shall appoint an accredited
accountant, resident in the State or Territory of the
National Executive, to audit accounts.

8. AMENDMENT TO CONSTITUTION:

8.1 This constitution may be amended by a vote of a two-thirds
majority of voting delegates at the National Conference.
8.2 Noticevof Motion to amend the constitution shall be

forwarded in writing to the National Secretary not less
than four months before the meeting of the National
Conference at which the proposed amendment will be moved.
Such Notices of Motion shall be circulated to all State
and Territory Units three months prior to the National
Conference.

8.3 A1l duly ratified changes and amendments to the constitution
shall become operative on the conclusion of the National
Conference at which they are adopted.

../6

9. DISSOLUTION:
In the event of the dissolution of Australian Church
Women, its project funds and trust funds shall be
disbursed to the purposes designated, and its
administrative funds as decided by the dissolving
National Conference.
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AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN

CONSTITUTION

2007

Mission Statement:

Australian Church Women seeks to unite Christian Women across
denominational boundaries, to promote peace, understanding and
unity through faith and love in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
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1. Name Australian Church Women
2: Aims:

2.1 To unite Christian women from those Churches and Christian Communities,
which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to
the Scriptures and commit themselves to the glory of the One God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit;

2.2 To promote co-operation, understanding and reconciliation between men and
women in church, family and society.

2.3 To help Christian women to take a more effective place in the total life and
mission of the Church;

24  To provide opportunities for Christian women of different denominations to
worship, study and serve together;

2.5  To encourage fellowship, service and understanding nationally and
internationally.

3. Objects: In fulfilment of its Aims, Australian Church Women shall promote
State and Territory Units. Such Units shall act as a forum for discussion
on any matters that may arise within their own areas in pursuance of
these aims.

3.1  Scholarship

3.1.1 Australian Church Women shall sponsor a scholarship to be known as
the Winifred Kiek Scholarship.

3.1.2 Australian Church Women may sponsor a fellowship to be known as
the Winifred Kiek Fellowship.

3.1.3 The Winifred Kiek Scholarship and the Winifred Kiek Fellowship and
any other approved award shall be made according to guidelines
determined from time to time by the National Conference.

32 Fellowship of the Least Coin

Australian Church Women shall promote the International Fellowship
of the Least Coin as a Fellowship of Prayer and Reconciliation and
Offering of the Least Coin of our realm, according to the accepted

practice of the International Fellowship of the Least Coin.
Amended 2003
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33 Special Days

Australian Church Women shall promote Fellowship Day and World
Community Day and encourage the observance of World Day of Prayer.
The National Executive shall be responsible for the preparation and
distribution of Orders of Service for Fellowship Day and World
Community Day.

34 National Publication

The National Executive shall be responsible for the production of a
publication for distribution to all State and Territory Units.

4. Membership:

4.1 Membership is open to women of those Churches and Christian Communities
which accept the Aims of Australian Church Women.

42 Associate Membership is open to individual women who accept the Aims of
Australian Church Women, and are active members of their Church or
Christian Community.

43 Life Members

4.3.1 The honour of Life Membership may be conferred on women who have
made a long term significant contribution to Australian Church Women
at the national level;

4.3.2  There may be only two National Life Members from each State or
Territory at any one time;

4.3.3 Nominations for National Life Membership shall come from State or
Territory Units and appointments shall be made by the National
Conference.

5. Relationships:

5.1 Australian Church Women shall be a member of the Asian Church Women’s
Conference;

5.2 Australian Church Women shall maintain relationships and dialogue with the
National Council of Churches of Australia, and other ecumenical or
otherwise appropriate bodies.

Amended 2003
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6.  Administration: shall be through

6.1  National Conference which shall meet biennially.

6.1.1. Membership of National Conference shall consist of:

a. Voting Members

0

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

)

(vi)

Five Members of the current National Executive as set
out in paragraph 6.2

Two members appointed by each State/Territory Unit of
Australian Church Women.

One member from the National organisation of each
denomination participating in Australian Church Women
through its State and Territory Units.

Five members from the incoming National Executive
nominees.

One member of the Winifred Kiek Scholarship Trustees
who shall be a member of Australian Church Women.

One member who is Australian Church Women
representative to Asian Church Women’s Conference.

b. Observers (who shall have the right to speak but not to vote)

(i)
(i)

(iii)
(iv)

V)
(vi)

(vii)

Two members from each State and Territory Unit of
Australian Church Women.

Two members from the National organisation of each
denomination participating in Australian Church Women
through its State and Territory Units.

National Life Members.

Such others as may from time to time be determined by
the National Executive or be recommended by Units and
endorsed by the National Executive.

Up to seven members from the incoming National
Executive nominees.

One member from National special interest groups
participating in Australian Church Women through its
State and Territory Units.

Up to 7 (seven) members of current National Executive.
Amended 2007

6.1.2 Alternates may be appointed for both Voting members and Observers.

Amended 2003
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6.1.3

6.1.6

Location: Each State/Territory Unit shall have the right to host the
National Conference and provide the National Executive of National
Conference in rotation.

Quorum: Two thirds of members who are in attendance and entitled
to vote shall constitute a quorum at National Conference.

Elections

a. Nominations for National Executive (and Auditor) from each
State/Territory Unit in rotation (as decided at previous National
Conference) shall be submitted to the National Secretary eight
weeks prior to the National Conference.

Such nominations shall be approved by the National
Conference.

b. National Delegates to Conferences, Representatives to other
organisations, and such other appointments as shall from time to
time be considered desirable by National Conference, shall be
elected by ballot from nominations received by the National
Secretary eight weeks prior to National Conference. Any
member in good standing in a State/Territory Unit of
Australian Church Women may be nominated for any such
position.

G In the event of National representation to Conference(s) or other
organisation(s) being necessary between National Conferences,
the National Executive shall appoint such representatives after
consultation with State/Territory Units.

d. If insufficient nominations are received it shall be the
responsibility of the National Executive to submit the required
number of nominations. No nomination shall be accepted from
the floor of the National Conference.

Business:

Notice of all matters which shall engage the attention of National
Conference, including Reports, shall be submitted to the National
Executive at least eight weeks prior to National Conference and shall be
forwarded to each State/Territory Unit four weeks prior to National
Conference.
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6.2 National Executive:
6.2.1. Membership of the National Executive shall consist of:
a. Executive officers who shall be:

President
2 Vice-Presidents
Secretary
Treasurer

b. Committee members who shall be:

Minute Secretary

Winifred Kiek Scholarship Convenor
Fellowship of the Least Coin Convenor
Special Days Convenor

Publication Editor

Social Justice Issues Convenor
Publicity Officer

c. Any members of the Executive Committee of Asian Church
Women’s Conference resident in the same State or Territory as
the Australian Church Women’s National Executive may be
invited to serve ex-officio.

d. The Australian representative on Asian Church Women’s
Conference General Committee, ex-officio.

e. Up to three (3) members may be co-opted for special purposes.

6.2.2 Quorum: Two thirds of the elected membership of National
Executive shall constitute a quorum.

6.2.3 Vacancies: In the event of a vacancy occurring on the National
Executive between National Conferences, the National Executive shall
appoint a replacement to fill such vacancy, and shall within one month
notify in writing all State/Territory Units of Australian Church Women
of such appointment for ratification.

7.  Finance:

7l All monies received by the National Treasurer shall be disbursed as
determined by the National Conference.

7.2 All financial accounts and investments shall include the words
‘Australian Church Women’ in their title.
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7.3 Signatories for all Bank accounts and investments shall be any two of
the Executive Officers, one of whom shall be the Treasurer
or in her absence an alternative Executive Officer, who shall
ensure that the Treasurer is notified of the transaction as soon
as possible.

7.4 A Statement of Accounts shall be presented to each meeting of
the National Executive.

1.5 The Financial Year shall end on 30 June in each year and an
audited Financial Statement shall be circulated annually to all
State/Territory Units and shall be presented to the National
Conference for endorsement.

7.6 The National Conference shall appoint an accredited
accountant, resident in the State or Territory of the National
Executive to audit accounts.

8. Amendment to Constitution:

8.1  This Constitution may be amended by a vote of a two-thirds majority of voting
delegates at the National Conference.

8.2 Notice of Motion to amend the Constitution shall be forwarded in writing to the
National Secretary not less than four months before the meeting of the
National Conference at which the proposed amendment will be moved.
Such Notices of Motion shall be circulated to all State/Territory Units
three months prior to the National Conference.

8.3 All duly ratified changes and amendments to the Constitution shall become
operative on the conclusion of the National Conference at which they
are adopted.

8.4  Following the National Conference the Constitution and Guidelines shall be
updated where necessary, and amended pages sent to each
State/Territory Unit within six (6) months.

9.  Dissolution:

9.1 In the event of the dissolution of Australian Church Women, its project funds
and trust funds shall be disbursed to the purposes designated, and its
administrative funds as decided by the dissolving National Conference.

9.2 No member of Australian Church Women shall be capable of acquiring any
estate in the property or funds of Australian Church Women.



