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\Jo modern Christ·.:..an•:; oust 11.1r.i.Ly 1:pc'aL u.f 
Joau., a. thu 11 L0rd J ... sus Chri.1 t 11 ,n d w1. tr1...'a t t li.; 
as a sinr~lc thro <- -:fold namo. In doirl{',' this wo J.oflc 
s·ig lt of sorro very iup )rtant trut is . Josu'l wa s 
Jmown to His co!1 tomporari o s :=i3 11 Je sun 11 , ·thu .Grook 
for11 of' Josnun it won:n't an 1.l!lco:-:non i1nm0 n'1d so 
to disti!1rruis.1 ~im :fro 1 othorfl o:::' t lo sa1:1Q l1Cll1l :1 · 
was often r':forrod to as "Josu.:; of' ·1azerotl111 :fr o:1 
tho town where :Io :1'-'d beer . ...>roucht 'p . !;is l'ollow­
crs callud Hi1:1 the "Lord" bccul.:.SC t:10y recognis ed 
tl-iat Uo was divine, D-"d so thu;r :;~r..ro to Hin t.1.0 

nam .;hich tho Old ':.'ustamont use:d f'or God. Tho 
test of being n Ch::-istian is whether '\v(· arc able 
to say that Jesus is Lord - Lord not merely theor­
etically but pornonally, accop tii. ·~ :~is lordship 
vor our o·wn lives. 

Th other torr:! of the trilogy, n<Jmcly , " Christ 
was used by J osus' :followers to draw at ton ti n to 
th unique mis.,,im: that Jesus ::is !lln:! i'ul.f'illod. 
ic \li..l ~ God's Mo sid1 ( wh ·ch is t.i.10 Olci. Tos tamon t 

w rd f'or C!:.rist). L.ost. i ah i:1 t.'!.o •.cbrow or Chririt 
in tho Groolc siMply moans t he 11 or:oin t0d onu 11 nnd 
refers to tho .:o ly Spirit prou.i sod by Go.:.• ( Isainh 
11s2), Jesus wa..: tho man who:n God anoi::itcrl. witj1 
~Iis own spirit. 

Tho advon t of' n k:i.r.g who woultl rul ) i.. God 1 !> 
!H:ir·10 accordi ... 1(~ to \..ioC:' 13 heart n id wl.11, llad l>0cn 
predicted by tho OlC. 7ostar.:ont p.cop!1ott~, and L 
particular by :;::sain:.._ in tho w 'll-lmo'W!.1 pa ssn~o 
"unto us a ct.il C. is born , u.:r. t o 1..l3 ··1 soy- is (','i vun 
and tho govcrn:1or. t n"wll be upon .hi s :=il10uldur ••••• 
of' the incrcn sc o:i:' :1is govornr;.on t ar d of' pea cu 
thoro shall be no cntl •••• and tho spirit o~_thc 
lord shall rest upo;: h.iu 11 • (Is r.iiah 9 16 and 7; 111 2) 
i.Ci.r.gs are 001 :tlssioncc: by an::>i;i t.:'.....:i.G' and tho 
r:10s sia~1 King, Christ tho Kine, wun nnoi.nr, ci ,.., 
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!d th the synbol of' oil but wi tl. tl.-:: ronli ty of' tt~c 
!'oly Spirit. T;_us, Isaiah pron~wsiod of' the Christ 
' the spirit oi' t:1c lord God is up01 r;ic because he 
hQs anointod r>1 .... to pronch good tidingH to tho voor. 
(:rs 61: 1). In the gospels wo read. how tho lhly 
Spirit onno on Jesus at tr.c bor,-inninG of' .. £is nin­
is try. It is thi gi..:'t "!' God' ~1 spirit w:Li. ch tho 
tcn:1 "Christ" points to, Jesus i~ tllc ::.:Iirist, tie 
• nointod One, tl~o One who 1a 1 coci vcd tiw Spirit 
of' God, and so in Act::; 10 :.,l)tcr tolls 0ornolius 
11 11011 God nnoin tcd J su.s o_ .i:1zarot·1 vi tit the !loly 
Spiri-c and with powor; how :10 wont aoout doi:ig 
(jOOd and h al:i.n{;. •••~or uOU W<'.lS W.i tll hi.>1

11 
• (J,ots 

10 130). Jolm the Bnptis-t dosoril>od how "I snw 
tho spirit do oontl:inc- an a dove out o:f hoaven and 
it r 3 tod upon Ilin", ( Joi-:.:1 1: J2). 

'ro posses~.· , Spirit o~ 'Tol: :ncans to :1c i1 ;i 

relationship ~i th vod. nd to posses[' tl10 Spirit 
fully as J sus did r.1 a 1s to be in ~'-1 po ~H-~1al 
fol owship with God, Spirit to spiri. t. It wns ::; 
ca:is quoncc of' thls rolatio~sl1ip that .Tosus curriod 
out,_:_::; ninistry .. Througl. tho'powor of t::o wpirit 
hi:;i hw.mn lif'c and c!wrnctor confornod nt every 
I oint to tho chara c tor of' God. He was t:10 i:nac~o, 
tho rci'lccte<l liko1 css o:" Goe~. "Ho wont about 
doi:r.g cood " and by t::c !>Ower of' the Spirit Ile 
porf'ornod tho siGl'lS a~d wonders of' tho :'d.rriclcs as 
ovidon oo of His fossi3hship. Tho hoalir:.r; of the 
ick (:._:.;.;_..:: :l:/1 t:.Ui 17) t.no opu:-.inc; of' tho eyes oi' the 

blind, t:10 healing· of' tho dw.10, the rostorin"';' of' 
the lame and tho t:caf (:LLJ. J5 :_1) and tho rnising of' 
tho dond by tho powers· cf' tho Spirit (Ezolciol J7: 
12-14) a:1d tho pzoac.:::in~ of' th0 r--ospol to tho poor 
(Is . 61: ·1) w ro the thine£: which tho Old To:Jto.mor t 
prcctlctod tl.o HcssiaL \io-uld. brine nbout when God's 
kingdo11 c<:;mo. And thus, Josua, the Bossinh, the 
Christ, tho Ot.o anoi:1t 'G hy God to bo king after 
His own honrt, not only :;:no chc<l tho gospel of' tho 
k..ing-dora but acconpanicd . .is J onching wi t~ 1 :lets of' 

" 
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goodness in nee rcbnco wit:. God' chnr~1etor 
~w occnsion sorvod and e::- drew n tt ·n tio1: to 
tn.o :fact thnt God's i(i:lG vns now, ai'tcr s9 
:;i-ny co:1turics, prusont. 

J osus in tho cxor;plar, ti:~ oxnmnlc par 
cxecllc.::1co of the Spirit i'illcd man, t~,o. 
Sp1r1 t lcu mnn. Tho :fr lit of' the• spir:!. t, to 
which Pnul ro:fors, of' lovo, joy ~nd ponce 
wcro .-ill proso:i t iu J sus' oxporicncc and 
showed up in Hi.., chnractor. Le was f'i..:.ll of' 
f'oith nn obedience md thnnk:f1lnoss. c. 

3G :10t (ns f'nr ns we ca~~ .iudG'o .f'ro1. tl1
.; 

rocorcL.s) tonp--rnmcnt~lly (1!1 'nthusin.st rw1· 
d:Ld Tic G t excited. Iis ohjoct i:;-i i.:sc wn:J 
wh<1t ,;hou.l.d bo ~vory '~hrioti ·:i1 'n dcci c..·, 
alw::iys to do w at is riaht ( ~101, ows 1J: 1e, 
H . B . J.). Tis kocnno s and rcnLlinor·!" to do 
tho will of' ... o rcsul tod fro 1 k..'!owlc:cig<-· 01~ 

tho one hand c.. nd prayer o c> · o t 1.0.t - lmow­
lod~o of' tho truth o.:: God, o~ tho ho·:vonly 
world, of trnn l on tncsn of' thi!> lif'o <1 Hl f 
the oon.flict with th, devil in whit \':( ilro 
ii1Volvod; nd prayer, which in .foll1.rh:-'p with 
rod 011 the basis of' tho t:euth oi' Id, :Jnrcl. 

Knowledge ( 1hich co:-::us fror hocrinc~r rondi 1(1; 

nnd r.1oditatinG on God's :rord) o:-id prnyor in 
ocrconcn t with that know lo dcro, o.ro tho t1-:o conn~.; 

by which the Spirit of God 1 on ds us i:1 tho 1vny o:C 
God. 1 s Uill. 

I was v.cry in terostod to lonr i'rom on 
acquni::itnnco o:f . inc ici E:1e;lnnd (uho is a minis ter 

f' one oi' tho londir.c London churches) tun t the 
rnrld-f'nnous ovnngolis t, -Jilly Grolnm, hod told 

hir:i recently that if ho ~1ad ~1.is ti.1~10 over naain ho 
would ci vo mo o tiiilo to study c.m d. to p oyor. Study 
londn to th, know led, . .., of' God's Hord, a!'•d prayer 
is tho wny by.-.which '"C oxistontinlin tl1is k.!;ow­
lccJe'e. 



J.ot o: l:· i.c; .Jc ~-s tL ·~ 'C1..'ri::_Jlnr or t'1r Spirit 
filled nan but ho is tho sourco of' Utt: Spirit's 
presence in th"' people of' God, Ho had pronisuc!. 
this gii't in John ?:J~; 1bi17 ~md 20:22. Ar.:.: Potur 
had i:1torprotod t 10 dny of Pontocost l-IS Josc:.s 
pouring out of lis Spirit f r om His honve;1ly throne · 
(i cts 2:33). Liko thoir master, "11 .J ost'S' f'o llow-
01's nre anointed with tl ... o Spiri t {I Jo·n 2 :20). 
To,.,.cthcr witll Josus tlluy f'oru tho Christ 0: Cor.12:1''' 
'l'h ci ~t o:f tho Spirit to llis po~plP is consoquen-
tin l o:a C~-iris t' exc:il ~a tion. Tho Sp..:.ri t ' 9 pres-
ence L. our hearts 1.s t:-~c pros •nco o:f' Christ, tl1 u 
prosc!1co 01 tho I<'oth r (Jo:-:.. 1l~ 11 8 nn<l 23) . The 
tont cf' tho Spirit's proso;.cc in ::iny p •rson ' ~ i l:Lf'n 
is tl10 f'ruit o:f t•w pirit i~1 tho c.h~irdcter nnd i.11 
par ticulnr love and ric,11 toousncss. 'I his in th 
only real test, tho tost of' ch aracter, i~or only tho 
Spirit o:f God cnn ~ivo tiris fruit. It i~3, ho\-Tovcr, 
poo siLlo to cxcrci sc pov:ors i·;h ·ch llJit;~l t opp<.·u:c to 
be spiritual without 1J0ing so. For OX8!"1plo t it in 
possible to prophesy :!..n Christ's nnmo wit;.out 
hnvi11.::; tho S )irit of' C!·:rist or to npeak witi1 
tonc-ucs without having tl-io Spirit of' Christ. 'lhis 
is plni:-::. from whnt resus s:::iys in !·le.! :t:.uu /:22 ,23 
a11d fro 1n lV"l1nt St. l>nt1l so;."~J .L1.1. I Cor·. 1 ;_? : J ~Jnd 1Ji1. 

'Cho Spirit oi' God not !l l y tro i~.::orr 1s us in to 
the clu::irnctor o:f Christ (l. i Cor. J:1 n) . ~Jtt ··o 
also .:;:.Lvcs u pow r. Jest•~: promised ( 1ct.~ 1: 5) 
"You s·1all rocuiv . p w0 r ,.,:<l,n tlll 1.0 ly c;1">~>t iG 

como upo:; you nnd you [>:t;1ll l my witl1L'~>su~;". 
\"/hat is ::lonnt by t;hiG powor? Primnrily, it r;1onns 
th , powm: to li vo a God-like lii'c i::i co tra n t to 
the poworlossnoss of' tl1c pooplo of' God u'idc~r th<.. 
old covo:1cint. when thoy on.id wi ti1 thl ir li,.)~J 11 nll 
tho Lord itCS spoken We wi :.1 (I) <) cl ;,.) o·)t ell.on t" 
(Ex. 2l::2), l:nnoclintoly thc·y turnell a~idl n .. ct :indc 
a golden cnlf' -i 1d wor:'.311.ip cu it . Tr.e rest O'l~ thc·ir 
history wan i.n k \.)ping \':ith this. They hud no 
pm or to resist the devil, nr.ci till!}" w·, re 10d by 
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him in to nll sorts o Ci0wo:.3.3'10ss, innor.ili ty ;me. 
idolnt Tlw Chric-tian, 11, vL~vor, in r ~~civing 
t1 Spiri or Goe. rc'cc..:.vv~; j' l\.'(l' to .L.v, LllL' 
Cl~istin, li:fo, that is to Gi.~, power to put tlw 
devil to f'ligh t, ns St. Pot l' says, "r,_,~i st tlK· 
·devil and ho will :floo 11 • 1!hr t croa tcr po,·:or imag-
inable is there than this 7 ~ · power to t1 :J,.1plc 
dm.'11: SD tan under ur !~oc. t ( .{o ·1 m::o 16; 20) (T,1i3 
powc:r includes, of' cours , tL~ p ·''or tc c!.ri vc out 
dovils i:l th nc:imo o~· Josus ..: rom i hose ,.,:,') ore 
d evil- possessed.. J;ll -=:~U'is ti.:::i:1s hnvo thin pmrnr). 
'l'he power to keep on koopin;~· on in thu 8:xisti~m · 
lif'c ( Col. 1:1 1 ). 1'hc proni.so inc1udos poi.wr to 
wi tness . This will prir.mr'ly bo, of' course, thu 
wi tncss of' ch<:Jract ·r, f'or words \:i thout cl'.arn ctor 
to support thorn a re 01.1p ty. But it ox to ds to n 
wi tnoss to Jesus wi tll out 1vords. Through th0 
ifoly Spirit wo hnvo power to wi tnoss o ccorc:i1.e to 
our circ1m1stonces nnd colli..c;. rhus, ii' we <1r1..' 
brouc~1t boi'o c kines o:ia governors ns w0rc t!1osc 
oorly Christian c.lisciplos wo need h:Jvc no doubt 
thnt tl<o .folt Spirit will spo~1k throuc;l1 us words 
of' wi tnoss to Christ. Or who:i. we ~u·u c; J....lcd upon in 
0 pri VD to capnci ty to Ci VO 11 " rc;LJOll "'or t:te hopu 
withi::- us" it is thv Spirit o.~- (}o(: wL.ic,• will prompt 
us to spoak in a way tho t wilJ glori:fy :i;a. Ii' it 
is tho will of God to support our w1 tnc''Jlt by exter­
nal signs os it was o t tl1c• bcr;ir:'.1inr; oi' tI.o r;ospcl 
this too ·will be worl::oC. tltroi.lg.h the pow<.·r 0.f' thl"" 
Spirit, t~ ough there is .10 t"llnG to Qt:{~{;'-. t tho t thl :; 
is tho woy that God suppo:;.."tf; ')Ur tcstino11y tod;1y; 
i.1ucl1 norc o:ff'octivo f'or to;:;·t,:i_r,;on:; i.s ti10 sup;;>0rt 
Of 0 trO::"'J.S:fOrmocl lif'o ~:.d HOrc.l.s Of' Wi tnoGS to the 
po'Wor of Chri t wh · ch accom:;n-:!ly it • 

. :ow do l.rc rccoiv · ·L.i~; l;ii't oi' (~od'" Spirit? 
\fho t ore t:'!o co:idi tio.: n f'or l>oing bop ti soc1. vi th the 
Spirit 0:1d boinc !'ill ..,d w:.. th tlw Spirit? 1'!1.o cw 
Tcst<:ir.~ont knows of 01.l)' or:o cor:dition, .a.:;oly, 
bolicvo thn t S suf, is Lord. "'hvr, J C!LlU~; pro'TI.i :Jed 
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t!10 :!oly Spirit to all \,rl10 °!:>oli 'V) in .i 1 (.;I• ';:J9) 
OJ.ld ~otor ronf'i'irmed tllc ?ror.dsc .in l.-'ts ;:..:J8. 
IJowhcrc in tho Now Tostar.10:.1t is ·th re· 8-lY >t~10r 
cm-: di tiou lnid down to be fulf'i llod :for t" .0 ru­
coivinc of' th0 :f1tl - • ss o-0 ,,od 1 s proocnco i, ~ :..n 
Spirit than t .. 11.o 2cknowle<].gc'10:1t of' Jesus ns Lor<!. 
Of cot'.r';o there may be ir.ndc,p . .!aci-cs i:1 believing 
l o~oase of ir.:::idequncios :.:. conprchcn .... io.1 or perhaps 
inadequacies o:f tea chinG Dbout Christ, .:mu w:ion thio 
irn::idoquci c:r is over omo, t : .. _.l'<.' will bo <. de up or cx­
por · onco of' God, uut if' we bol:Lcvc :truly i• Josus o[; 
n rosul t of' n true proncr...ing :f tho t;osp 'l thon 
Chri t hon promised that .:o w· 11 como into our 
live• tl rough His SpiI\i. t; rmd 1hcrl c:trist cor.tos in 
tho f't lnoss of' t...h' G dil.o<.Yl co, 10s hooousc · n Jom.l;J 
t:t:.c f'ulnoss of tho God.hand ctwolls c~d if ,; sus 
live :t·1 us through .a~ Spirit, tloro ·s power; 
power to liv the Christi·rn li.fc nnd power to put 
the devil. to !~lit;ht. 
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