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The important word 
"churoh" is used in current 
language with at least six 
d.ifferent meanings. For 
example, it is used for a 
1'uild :iJ1g, a denomination, or a 
profession. But intercsting~y 
enough it is seldom used in 
its basic New Testament mean­
ing. We need not quarrel with 
the semas:Lologist a.bout this 
variety of use·, · but we should 
be on our guard lest what is 
t rue of the word in one of its 
ilKianings is transferred to its 
use in ai1other meaning, and in 
particular we need to be on 
guard l est the aurR of glory 
w:1.ich sv.rrounds its New Testa­
ment meaning is used to he:ight­
en 1oya1 ty tO" institutions 
other than the · New Testamcn t 
church . It is from lack of 
reflection at this point that 
much of the modern confusion 
i n tho doctrine of the church 
arises. 

In the Now Testament tho 
word "chvroh" always means "a 
gathorj_ng 11 or 11 an assembly". 

Acts 19 shows it was not a 
technical ecclesia_stical word, 
for in v 0rso 32 St. · Luko uscrl 
it of the gathering of the mob 
in the amphitheatre in Ephesus, 
and in vorse 39 of the r egular 
political assembly of the 
citizens.(l) In the Old Testa­
rnent the two Hebrew equivalents 
of the Greek ekklesia are 
appli ed to the Old Tostrunent 
pooplo of God, especially when 
that people is conc eived of as 
n.ssembling or gathering; for 
example when gnthcred around 
Mount Sina i for the giving of 
the law, or later on Mount 
-Zion where · ull Israel were 
required to assemble throe 
times a ye ar. The usual 
English equivc.lcnts of the 
Hebrew are "congrogntion" and 
"nssombly", but Stephen in 
Acts 7 used tho word church 
(i.G., ekkl.esia) qf .this Old 
Testcment congregation of God. 
In the New Testrunent the 
Christian church is the f\ilfil­
ment of the Old Testrunent 
nssembly. Jesus Christ is its 
constituent. Just o..s in 
Exodus 19:4,5, God is said to 
hc.ve gathered His people 
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~'!.round Himself ::i.s their shcp­
hcJrd. Hu gnthers thr.:;n through 
tho prcnching of the; gospel: 
;'The Lord added day by day 
those th '1. t woro being saved 11 

(Acts 2~47). It is Christ Who 
builds His church (Matthew 
16: 18) • He cnlls in to one 
flock e~ound Him His sheep, 
whether n 1..:nr or fnr off (John 
10:16, Acts 2:39). 

Tho Epistle to the 
H0bre1.vs makes clear that the 
,·:ssembly, or church, which 
Christ is building now is 
primo.rily o. supernnl hoE'.venly 
r~ssombly. In Hebrews 12: 18-24 
the· writGr contrnsts the 
assembly of whioh his readers 
,,re momb0Ts with tho Old Testa.­
rn 0nt n.ssombly of the people of 
God. ThQt onrlier nssembly 
wc~s g~:.thercd round God on 
M0Ul1t Sinai but the present 
.:'..ssembly into which · Christirui 
h0liovors have boon gnthorcd 
is around the Henvcnly Zion, 
tho City of the Living God. 
Tl~is assembly is uscr_ibed n:s 
11 tho Chur~h of the Firstborn 
enrolled in Hco.vcn". This is 
the essentiQl Christian church 

• 

4. 
and it is gathered round Christ 
whore He now is. Our member­
ship of this assembly or church 
is not some future hope but is 
a present renlity. We have 
already come to tho Heavunly 
Zion and already are members 
of this "Church of the First­
born enrolled in Heav0n 11 • We 
are already "seated with Clrist 
in the heavenlios 11 (Ephesians 
2:6). The Book of the Revel­
ation gives us several glimpses 
of this henvenly .assembly 
~round Christ, e.g., Revelat­
ion 7:9 "a grcnt multitude 
standing before the Throne A.nd 
before the Lomb", nnd 14:1 
"Tho Lrunb standing on Mount 
Zion rol.d with Him one hundred 
and forty-four thousnnd having 
His Name and the NQffie of His 
Fa.ther on their foreheads". 
The Scriptures make cle~r that 
Christ is now primarily to be 
thought of as in Heaven. There 
nro mnv.y passnges to this 
effect, such as 11 set your 
minds on things above, where 
Christ is" (Col.3:1); "Jesus 
Christ who is on the right 
hand of God, having gone into 
heaven" (I Pet. 3:22); "Jesus 
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whor.i the heaven mus;t receive 
w:1til the rGstoration of all 
things" (Acts 3:21); 11 I soo 
the hcavlffts O}J<.Xi ,_-::cl nnd the son 
of m2:.n sta:ndinp.: ore tho right 
he.nd •f . God"~ (Acts 7: 55); 
11 Absunt from the body, present 
with thP Lord" (II Cor. 5: 8). 
Cf. clso Acts 1:11, 2:33, 9:6, 
26:15-19; Phil. 3:20; I Thes. 
1:7, 10 1 4:16; Hebrews 9:21-£8. 

Since Christ is now in 
heo.von,. it is th0ro th.."..t the 
Now Tostoment thinks of Him as 
building His church, because 
the Church of Christ is the 

· assembly wl1i ch He c~lls into 
being around Himself. This 
supernal church er assembly 
round Christ is n pr8scnt, n•t 
merely ['. future rcnli ty, ond 
1.>.'C r'.re to think of oursclvos 
us ::.lrendy members of it, 
nssomblod with Him in Hoo..von. 
This is the primory ref eronce 
of tho word 11 church" in the 
lfow Tostnmcnt. It is this 
church to whioh Jesus rcf0rred 
in Mntthow 16: 18 nnd whieh Ho 
is now builc1in{:;; it is this 
church or a.sscrnbly which Ho 
loved and gnvc Himself up fer 

8, 
(Ephesians 5;25). This is the 
church which Pnul pursocuted 
by "broo.thing threo..tenings and 
slaughter" ngninst its mGI!lbors 
"the disciples of tho Lord" 
(Acts 9:1). This is the church 
in which God h~s appointed 
apostles, prophets, teachers 
and the rest. This is the 
church affirmed in the Nicene 
Creed, 11 1 believe in one Holy 
Catholic Apostolic church". 
Its principle of unity is, of 
course the fact that Christ 
he.s as~embled it round Himself. 
It is logically impossible for 
Him to assemble two churches; 
for Christ is to be thought of 
as in one plnce only, th~t is, 
in Heaven, if we are to use 
Biblical imagery which is the 
only imagery nvailabl~. This 
gathering or church is. holy, 
because it is God's; it has 
been called out by God for 
Himself. It may also be 
called holy because its rred,ers 
are holy, not only in status 
but nlso in character, for 
being assembled into the 
presence of Christ they see 
Him, and as they see Him they 
become like HiB, being made 



5 ., 
whom tho heaven mus;t receive 
w:1til the rGstoration of all 
things 11 (Acts 3: 21); 11 I soo 
the heave:ns 01xx1 ·.-::d 8.nd the son 
of man standi:r;g OE tho right 
he.nd •f . GoJ 11 ~ (Acts 7: 55); 
11 Absunt from the body, present 
v:i th the Lord" (II Cor. 5: 8). 
Cf. cl so Ac ts 1: 11, 2: 33 , 9: 6, 
26:15-19; Phil• 3:20; I Thes. 
1:7, 10, 4:16; Hebrews 9:21-28. 

Since Christ is now in 
hen.van,. it is th0ro th-."..t the 
New Tostement thinks of Him as 
building His church, because 
the Church of Christ is the 

· assembly wl1i ch He c~lls into 
being a.round Himself. This 
supornnl church er nssembly 
round Christ is n pr8sent, net 
merely r·. fUture rcnli ty, ond 
'.'.ro L'.re to tbink of ours cl vos 
as ~lrendy members of it, 
assembled with Him in Hco..vcn. 
This is the primo.ry ref ercnce 
of tho word nchurch11 in the 
l'fow Tostnmont. It is this 
church to whioh Jesus roforred 
in Mntthow 16:18 nnd whieh Ho 
is nov.r builc1in{:;; it is this 
church or a.ssornbly which Ho 
loved and gnvc Himself up fer 

e. 
(Ephosia.ns 5;25). This is the 
church which Pnul pursocuted 
by "breathing threo.tcnings and 
slaughter" nguinst its members 
11the disciples of tho Lord 11 

(Acts 9:1). This is the c~urch 
in which God h~s appointed 
apostles, prophets, tenchers 
and the rest. This is the 
church a.ffirmed in the Nicene 
Creed, "I believe in one Holy 
Catholic Apostolic church 11 • 

Its principle Of unity is, of 
course, the fact that Christ 
he.s assembled it round HimseJf. 
It is logically impossible for 
Him to assemble two churches; 
for Christ is to be thought of 
as in one plnce only, th~t is, 
in Heaven, if we are to use 
Biblical imagery which is the 
only imagery avuilabl~. This 
gathering or church is. holy, 
because it is God's; it has 
been called out by God for 
Himself. It may also be 
ca.lled holy because its IIDT:bers 
are holy, not only in status 
but nlso in character, for 
being assembled into the 
presence of Christ they see 
Him, a.nd as they see Him they 
become like HiB, being made 



? .. 
holy ~s He is holy · (I John 3: 
2). It is c~tholic becuusc 
the Gospel is n·o l~Jnger con­
fined to tho litercl seed of 
Abrnhun, but rnther Christ is 
gathering into His church "out· 
of every nQtion and of all 
tri?es o.nd peoples t;md t ongues". 
It is o.postolio because it is 
founded on tho Apostles, thnt 
is to so.y, Christ's ·commissioned 
rai'ssiono.ries who founded the 
church by the preo.ching of the 
Gospel of Christ. It is worth 
noting that in Revelntion it 
is th.e henvonly church which 
is described as n city th.e 
foundnti cns of which are 
inscribed with the nnmes of the 
twelve apostles of the Lo.mb 
(Revelo. tion 21.: 14). St. Paul 
tells tho Ephesian Christians 
thn.t they a.re citizens of this 
henvenly city a.long with the 
rest of · God's children. He · 
also described then ns nembe~s· 
of God's household, which is 
cssentic.lly f', henvenly estab­
lisbr:lent:. And o.s such, he 
described thom o.s built on the 
f .. )undu ti on . of the Apostles. 
Thus it is tho supernal church 
which is npostolic, as well as 

8 • . 

ontholic, holy o.nd indivisibly 
cnG. 

1 re are called in to 
nenbership of this ono church 
of Christ by the pre".ching (• f 
the Gospel. As o. consequence 
of nenbership cf Christ's 
church there is n duty on 
Christians to nsser1ble in 
local g~therings. Interest­
ingly enough this duty was not 
~o obvious to the early Christ­
ians that they did not need to 
be exhorted not to forsake the 
assembling of th~nselves 
together tHebrews 10:25). And 
the letters of Igna. tius of 
Antioch a.re notorious for th!ir 
c0nstont iteration of the duty 
.:-f Christians to o.sseruble 
t ogethe.r rn ther than · ea.ch to 
worship God on his ovm. These 
cxhortntiuns confirm tha.t in 
its prinary meaning in the New 
Tos tD.:ient, tho word 11 church" 
refers to tha.t heavenly 
r..sser.1bly which Christ is 
g~thering. To this a.ssembly 
every New TestorJent Christian 
·7c..s vividly conscious of 
_belonging, ns he nvm.i ted his 
·Lord froo Heaven. The fnct 
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tho.t these oo.rly Christi~ne 
novertheloss r oquir ed exhort­
~'-tLm t'J nssonblc t ogether, 
shov!S th:-·.t t rwi::r e r.incept f c1r 
tho Church c. f Qhrist 1 of which 

· h·lGy nJ.l lmcv•! th01:1selvcs t ::-1 be 
nrn1bors ~ vv:--'.s in ossenc o oth er 
thc::.11 tho l occ..l croup. 

Th u r:; h n. dori vec1 ::!nd n c t 
r, p1~ ir~i:::'. ry- use, n0vertheless 
tho ,- ~ c.i st frequent use of tho 
wu r (1 in the Now Tost.'.l.nen t is 
'J f tho ·loc o.1 go.thcring of 
Christio.ns. These lo c~l 
gr..thorings, whothcr nt Co:r;-inth 
c· r in the c:i.tics -:i f Gn.lntic, or 

· in tT cruso.lon, wore no.nifostci. t­
in ns :...rf tho one church of Christ. 
Christ hr c1 go. thered t hen , r.ml1 
He Hinsolf wns present o.ecord­
j_ni; to Hi s p1';~--:ise 'Nhere t\?O 
cir thrc0 w0re 11c: t t .;gother in 
His N-:no. Thus ·they wore 
{'.,O.thorod r Junc1 Christ through 
His Spi:ri t, o.nd . c0nscqucntly 
n;: thing •m:i.s lc..c ltinc f o::- n 
c Jr.1.ploto chm: eh of Christ . 
Thoy \Vero never spJken of 8.S 
p".rt of Christ.' s chureh 
bocc.usc they w0rc; Cb.rist's 
church, p .ithcrod ~y Hi=;: rounc1 
Hinsclf :-..t ~ eort::u.n tine in 

10. 
n certain place.(2) They were 
1;1anif 1;; 0-'-:0 tio:n ~ of tho ·' supernal 
church of whic~1 :::very 7:1cmber of 
t 1

1.c l ocal church v:::.'.A :tt that 
y ,_. r;r tL1c ~ member. It is A. 
gri.lvc mistake, common in 
current ~hcology, to revorse 
the order ~l'ld to think of 
Christ's uni v0r9al church D.s 
made up by addini:; together the 
total mcmbc•r::.;hip of the local 
churc'.~ .. · '3 w11..._ ther backw.:irds 
through time c,r .:;xt ensi vely 
O\~o r the narth 's surface. It 
is worth noti:n :.~ thut Ignu tius 
who was the fir- :: t tc uso the 
term "the C:-:bhol :i.c Church" 
applied it ~o th-v g[~thering of 
Christiar:r.i c:round Jesus. 
"Where Jc .JUS is ; ~here is the 
C2.tholic Chureh'' (add Smyrn 8~ 
l t is tL') r r: . . .mly ~ssembly 
("..,,here Jesus is"·) whicl". 
Igna. ti,ua here desip;nc.tA ~! ".. ,1 
Ca tholio or un:i:.· 1;;~·f:: ··, : : 1...nd he 
cont?Pasts it with its c uv.:a t-.~r­
part' namely its local na.ni­
festation in the . assembly of· 
Christiars round their minista-. 
It is not a spiri tualis.ed 
presence of Jesus to which 
Ignatius is referring, as this 
v·<C'~..tld defeat his argument, 
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which is, that just as the 
C~tholic Church is gathered 
round Jesus in Heaven so 
Christia.ns should gc..ther'round 
their minister in their own 
loc ality. 'rh:t.s in terpretntion 
of Ign~tius phrasq sufficiently 
clear Irom the context itself 
~s confirr:ied by the glos~ 
plo.?ed on it by the interpolat­
or in the longer recension of 
Ign atius' letters. The intor­
polator reproduced tho section 
olmoct verb ci.. tim, but for the 
clc..use? 11 where Jasus Christi~ 
thero is the C:: tholic Church" 
ho h.'1s "whore ,Josus Christ is' 
~here tho whole henvunly nrmy 
is pr osent ••• 11 so making clear 
th c..t i ~ is t h o · hoa.venly assem­
bly which Ignntius hnd in mind 
by tho . torm ·"the CRt .lrolic 
Church". ( 3) · · · · 

. .. 

Tho locnl · . c-~ur .ches ··com~ - : 
into being c..:.s· their ". members ·· 
are joined' .to Christ. These · 
loco.1 churches will never be 
visibly one asL;embly until the 
Second Coming . Then when 
Christ will be m2.llifosted the 
church will be seen t~ be 
unitod around Him; o.nd St.Paul 

·. , . . 

12. 

in 2 Thcssalonicins 2:11 speaks 
of this quite correctly ns our 
"gathering together 11 

. around 
Hin in the air. But just as 
~.t tho present time Christ's 
Lordship i ·s uot . yet manifest 
ns it vv-ill -he., but renird ns un 
object of fni~h, so His·~~ 
gathering or church is not yet 
uc.nifest but remains an object 
of faith, not only in its 
characteristic of unity, but 
in nll its characteristics o.s 
His church, so thnt quite 
properly tho CreGd affirms "I 
believe in one •.• • church 11

• 

2. 

A question ~e~o.ins to 
consider, what is the relation­
ship between the local mo.ni­
festo.tions of Ch:rist's church, 
one" or · nore of which n.11 of us 
o..re members?. The ' :hasi~ and 
only essential bond between 
these . local churches is the 
i:lutuq.l love, interest and 
pruy,er tho.t members of one 
nssembly ho..ve for r,1er.ibers of 
the others. They receive 
members of other ass~mblies o.s 
fellow Christinns, when they 
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are nssured of the individunl 
f ni t~1 of t ho se BoDbers. They 
~re interested in the Christ.inn 
progress of one anothGr, not 
only of those within their o-wn 
nssembly but of those in other 
nsseablies. It is impossible 
t c disc over in the New Testa­
ment 2.ny other link or relnt­
i onship of tho local churches 
one with the other thnn this 
invisible bond of mutual love 
f or the ncnbers one for the 
other. Tho scr_1e is true for 
the first centuries of the 
?hurch 1s l).istory. For ex8Dple, 
in the tine of Cyprian ench 
Christir.n nssonbly , though 
bound in l ove one t o the other 
is completely independent of 
nny other o.sscrr1bly. Things nre 
very different · today, The 
v~rious local assemblies of 
ChristitJ.ns ~re grouped in 
pc.tterns of •fellowship, called 
~enor:iinn tions. : . These group­
ings or clenomin['.tions .arose in 
h:L story , for · vn.riou·s reasons 
but whnt delinontoa n denomin­
o.. ti on 0. t tho proseni:t: tili1e and 
its prir.ciple of continuity is 
tho restriction of fellowship 
by Christit:ns within the 

14. 

denomination with Christians 
outside the denomination. A 
denomination need not consist 
of more than one congregation, 
but if this congregation 
restricts its fellowship in 
one way or another with regard 
to members of other congregat­
ions, it is rightly called a 
denomination. In fact it would 
be difficult to find a Christ­
ian assembly today whichtoough 
not linked · in any wny with 
other assemblies, nevertheless 
recognizes other assemblies as 
on all points equally C.hcistian 
as itself. Such an attitude 
of full acceptance of other 
congregations is now limited 
to those within the same 
denomination. Denominationnl­
ism is not solely a modern 
phenomenon. The ancient church 
had its pattern of restricted 
fellowship both at a local ae 
well as · on · a world-wide level. 
The Militinn schism is an 
example of the former, the 
Novation and Donatist and 
Catholic groupings are 
examples of world-wide denomi­
national patterns of fellow­
ship. Thus Cyril of Jerusalem 
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( 350 A •. D.) took it for grnnted 
thn.t in any city which his 
Cntechumens might visit, there 
vvould be several churches of 
difforcnt denominntions, o.11 
cn.lling themselves Christian 
churches {Ont.Lectures 18:26) . 

Nownduys donomino. tional­
ism is grently strengthened by 
the centrnlisod service struc~ 
ture which hns been built up 
to serve denominationnlly 
linked churches. This sorvice 
s tructure very fr equently ho..s 
o. control of the denomin.':',ti on­
o..l pr operty et..'1.d so is able t o 
<.:.pply effective sanctions over 
the l ocnl co:ngrogntion and its 
ministers. In fnct denominnt-

_ ionnlisrn depends very lo..rgely 
for its continued existence 

. nownd~ys on property ownership. 
If property were not owned on 
trust for th~ use of the den­
ominn tiorm.l "church'~, denomin­
a tiorp:i:l 'edges · would soon . be 
blurred, for it :is the ·contin­
uance of · this church trust 
pr operty which perpetuates the 
sopnro. te dei1 omin.'.J. tions when 
tho original raison d'etre for 
their sop~rnte existence has 

J 

16. 

censed. It is not for nothing 
th.'l t Christ wc.rned His 
disciples against the dnnger 
of owning property. Perhaps 
the most serious dn:nger which 
the denominational groupings 
of Christian congregntions 
presents is thnt such grJUpings 
provide a focal point for 
loyalty. For many members, 
especially for the more cnrnal 
mombers, the denominntion 
roplnces the true centre of 
loyalty which a Christian 
assembly should have, nrunely 
Christ Who gathers His nsser.itil.y 
t ogether. Thus nowndQys we 
witness Christi3lls ~ssembling, 
both locally nnd on n world­
wide scale, on the ground of 
their denominn tionol cill..eginnce, 
~nd the issue is confUsed by 

- the fact . tho.t invariably the 
denomirn2tion ·' is called "the 
church'!, ~s though Christ V/ho 
assembles His church were nlso 
the One 11/ho is assembling the 
denominntionnl gathering. 

A donominntion is seen 
in its best light when viewed 
from tho service which it 
provides for the locol Christ-
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ian assemblies. Thus it 
normally provides expert a:ivice 
and mediation in many areas; 
it provides training colleges 
for the ministers; it provides 
financial facilities for the 
purchase of congregational 
amenities, such as a church 
building to assemble in, a 
residence for the minister and 
such-like. It also provides a 
channel for supporting 
missionaries in their ministry 
overseas, and in this respect 
it has a New Testament proto­
type in the aid the Phili~s 
provided Paul for the fuJl time 
exercise Of his ministry.(4) 
When viewed as a service 01gan­
isation, the union of denomin­
ations is beneficial as leading 
to greater efficiency, so long 
as this efficiency is not pur­
chased at the .. cost of truth or 
liberty. Thus .the uniQn of 
denominations is normally an 
object to be. encouraged, though 
it is unwarranted to think 
that such union in itself is .a 
spiritual · objective which 
Christians are under obligat­
ion to strive for. 

18. 

Denomin...'"'.. tionul orga.nisn t­
i on increases the influence of 
the denomin...~tion in the con­
nuni ty. We have o.3:1 in ~ere st­
ing example of this. in. ~he 
formation of the Baptist Union 
ns reported in the article 
11 Baptists" in the New Schaff­
Herzog Encyclopaedia of Relig­
i ous Knowledge, volur1e 1, page 
466n.: "About 1812 a conviction 
wns expressed by 2 writer ~n 
the Baptist nnguzine that w~1J.e 
nUlJerically strong the Baptists 
of England o.nd Wnles exerted 
little influence because of 
their lnck of uni8n. 'Union of 
the most extensive, firn nnd 
dur~ble nature' wo.s e~rnestly 
ndvoco.ted by hin. A nunber o·f 
brethren net in London the ra:ie 

U . II yeo.r to pln:n for n n7on. 
Some denominations, specinlly 
those who give high sounding 
titles to their office-bearers, 
nre nore effective than others 
in securing this influence in 
the com:rnni ty. But it remains 
true thGt influence secured by 
denomino. tional orgo.niso.. ti on is 
worldly influence rather tho.n 
the influence which nrises ±ron 
the power of the Gospel, mid 
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so it ~ay fail to advance 
God's glory. It falls under 
the ban "it shall not be so 
Dmong you". God's purposes 
2.re not advc.nced by pressure 
groups, but by prayer, pre~ch­
ing Gnd Christinn living ~nd 
suffering. A strong denomin­
ational structure enQbles a 
"denomino.tional witness" to be 
maintained in areas ·where 
otherwise t.he congregntion 
would die out. Thus when there 
is a prolonged failure to 
preach the Gospel with the 
consequential o..bsence of. t:t:e 
Spirit of God at work, it is 
only the existence of a church 
building, po..rochial structure, 
parsonage, and stipend w:t:ich 
keeps a congreg~tion in exist­
ence. (5) It is . no:i;"ma~ly 
assuned that such con~inuity 
of the "Church's" witness, 
oven though uore or . les~ a 
dead witness is a good thing, 
and to God's glory. . .But the 
assumption is highly question­
able. 

"Pc..rnllel denonination­
aliSI!l" nmy be defined ns n?re 
thnn one denomination having 

20. 

churches in the sDllle locality. 
The por~llel denominationalism 
of the e~rly church wns termin­
a ted by the persecution 
carried on by Consto,ntine and 
his successors o..gainst all 
Christio.ns who wGrc not Cc.th­
olic. Eo.tch in his Organisat­
ion of tho Enrly Church( p . 181 ), 
gives a long list of those 
oppressive me[".sures. In our 
O\'ffi country pnrullel denomin­
o.. tiono.li sm hns ::irisen ngnin 
conseauent on tho rcluxntion 
of persecution following the 
f ~ilure of tho Clnrondon Code 
2nd the ropenl of tho disabil­
i tios imposed on Romnn Cnth­
olics. The blessing that 
pnrallcl denorninntionnlism 
brings with it, is liberty of 
conscionce. A single denonin­
r-,tion has alwnys been n per­
secutip.g denominr.:.tion ond hns 
maintained its monopoly only 
by persecution. It is well to 
remember this ns we witness 
the present effo~ts under the 
umbrella of the Ecumenical 
Movement ~o bring about an 
::u;:o.lgamntion of denominational 
structures. Araalgnmntion 
through negotintion will never 
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compl0tely · succeed nor be 
~·~~r . .i.: .. ne ·0·tly monolithic without 
t11e aid of persecu-~ion. The 
~ld fashioned 11~=:: t - ~od of burn­
i ng r ·,. the sta:-::8 is for the 
time e:ng c .. -~ l ·--- ~.st out of 
favour' but t;:-1.;; :~·c c) ~~ other 
forms o -.:: rers.ec'!.A. tio:t::. to sup­
press .-. i berty o f: consc::_ oi~ ce. 

l·foreover the effc: rts of t.~ic 
Ecurnenicnl Moveme ~1t in aiming 
at the HJ -~ :_lcation of denomin­
"' tion<i::.. tr'~rnctures are direct:_ 
t:~ ·1;0 ·:Va:cli s .;: c ·, .ievi:ng an irrel­
evancy : C::J ' G. i ' suecessful will 
:ccer ... tu2·~e the temptations of 
flon<Y · .LHa tionalism in proport-ian 
·t.? the success in creati.."'lg a 
big denorriination. The rnrl 
way f :-. rward is a retl':r:-: t:c che 
ancient uattorr:. o .i:: mutual 
a_cceptance of onp another 
vtl thout negot~- ..... .;~~:.:.- ·' "union 
c ~.'. ·":".' 11 Of t~:..c de ... 1omiru-;;;L{c~s 
of wli.ic~ +hG local churches 
happen to 1 :,, 1 ong. The restric­
tive charact · ·· · ci' the denomin­
ational lin.'1{:-up should be 
w~akened by.allowing with good 
will, and J.ndeed encouragincr 

t
. 0' 

congroga ions and i:rdi y; dual 
Christians to bo in foilowship 
with ea,eh othGr across the 

22. 
denoninntiona.1 barr~-0rs. 
Enlr..rt_;ing the ._link-up by d:en--..__ 
onin::itiDnc.l ru:ia.lt;ru:.Jntiun or --
11 church . union" will only 
stronGthen its exclusiveness. 

It will be of Grca.t 
cssistcneo to the clnrity of 
theolocicnl thinking if the 
w0rd "church" were restricted 
in its use onee r•Dre to the 
chur eh which Christ c.ssemblas 
X' '.JUnd Hinsclf in Heaven ond to 
the locnl no..r_ifestntion in 
ti~e nnd plncc of this one 
ehureh of Christ. These. locnl 
~anifestQtions ~re ns n'LlLlor­
ous c.s thE:Jre f'.re o.sseoblies of 
Christians necting together in 
Christs n~no with His promised 
prescmee in tho midst. Thus 
there r.my be a. church in 
Corinth mid [l..{.~et.in a church 

. within that church, r:1eotine in 
c h : use in Corinth. E~ch such 
;'.ssor.ibly, meetine in Christ's 
n1J.ne, is eonplete, for Christ!3 
presence mclrns it n conplete 
ehurch vr gc.thcring ot Christ; 
it is not as thoueh-. the lnrGcr 
wore 1:10.de up by adding toc;cth:!r 
the smnller. But in addition 
t o these two Now TestnGent 
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vd thou.t negot~ ...... .;.:;..~:.:.· ., "union 
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t
. 0' 

congroga ions and i:rdi y; dual 
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22. 
denoninationnl barri~rs. 
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oninatiDnc.l ru:u:i.lt;rn:Jntian or --
11 chu.rch . union" will only 
stronGthen its exclusiveness. 

It will be of ~rent 
cssistcnee to the clnrity of 
theolocicnl thinkin.z if the 
vnrd "church" were restricted 
in its use once r;Dre to the 
chur eh v1hich Christ c..ssembles 
r :Jund Hinsolf in Heo.vcn and to 
the local no.nifestntion in 
ti~e nnd plnco of this one 
ehu.reh of Christ. Those locc.l 
~anifestQtions ~re ~s nun.cr­
ous c.s thE:Jrc f'.re nsseDrJlies of 
C'b...ris tians ne e ting to ge ther in 
Christs n~mc with His promised 
prescmee in tho midst. Thus 
there r.my be a. church in 
Corinth Md Qget.in a church 

. within that church, r:1eotine in 
c h : use in Corinth. E~ch such 
~sscr.1bly, meetine in Christ's 
none, is eonplete, for Christ~ 
presence makes it n c ::mplete 
ehurch vr gathering ot Christ; 
it is not as thoueh ·. the lnr,scr 
were no.de up by adding toc:;cthir 
the smnller. But in addition 
t o these two New Testnr.ent 



-----
23. ---usttgos wo ha.vo j_n modern lan-

gu~~o other usoz ~f t~c ~~~d. 
Th...; dis tincti VG ch.n..ractoristic 
of t hose r·~, · dern extensions i . s 
th....,_t tho vrnrd is applied (in 
c:mtr1.s t to the Now Testn.r-ient) 
to t:.-· ~1. titios nevor thought of 
~- s ri.s.3ombling, nor which c ould 
in .Cnct n.sscmblc. We freely 
rvc .gniso tha t when WG speak 
of the chur ch as ei. building ',' r 
n profession we aro n . t unin~ 
it in o, i T : »r '.f'es tan en t sense. 
But it is not c.:. lways so ch<.rly 
recognised ti:w.t wh en we use it 
o.s a shorthnnd term to ·.1 1:, scri"be 
o.11 our Chri s tian brGthrcn o.t 
present living in the world ( t.s 
in the phrnso, "the churc:i 
milit8Jlt hore in e:nr th 11

) or 
111hon wo uso it for et denm~i 1.­

a tion, o..s tho Church of Englc.:.·d, 
or the Prcsbyterio.n Chtrrc~1 , 
those o.re also non-1)iblic :1 
senses; rmd it is her~ th . t 
the confusion arises, becnU f!O 
we bring over into- th.ese -- rrodcrn 
non-Biblical. uses the theology 
0f glory which npplies to ·tho 
Now Tosto.mont church. Yet c.s 
the lnto :Jr. Gc..briel Hebert~ 
vvoll known t r, Australians as .'.l 
J.or•.ding High Chur cbr.1Gl1, suys 

24. 
in his boo~ Apostle nnd Bishop 
p.148, "It is of course nn 
ir:1propor use of words to cn~l 
denominRtions churches; for in 
the New Testanent the word 
ekklesin. nenns 'the Church of 
God', nnd 'n church', such ns 
thnt of Ephesus, is n local 
unit of the Church". 

It would help clarity of 
thought if wherever the ~ord 
denonina.tion co.n be used with­
out nl tering the filen.ning of tl:e 
sentence we used it instead of. 
the word church. Thus we 
should speak · of "Heads of . 
Denoninci. tions", rnther throi 
use the horrible new fangled 
phrnse "Heads of Churches"; 
nnd we should also ~pe~ oft 
it council o;f Denominations 
rather than "Council . of 
Churches", n.nd "the D.llmlgn.mn.t­
ion of denor:iinations" rather 
than "church union". Such 
usn.ge would enable us to see 
these things more clearly in 
their true proportions.. A 
distinction in nomencl~ture 
between church ond denominnt:­
i on would ir.nnedintely make 
clenr the fn.llncy of the s~ate-
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••• 
mont in the proposGd bnsis of 
unidh c· f-oT· ~the .. _.- . Congregc. tionc.l, 
i11ot,hodJst · and · · Prosbytcricn 
Chur.cnes in Austrnlin "Tm 
U1}-i i;~g Church ackno~1ledges 
with J.OY tho..t sho belongs to 
the ono · h~ly Cntholic und 
Apostolic Chu.rch 11 • 'rhe s.en­
tGnce. sho1;lld rGnd "Tho Uni tirg 
J?onom1nnt1on acknowledges with 
JOY th~t she belongs to the 
on~ holy Co.tholic Church", 
which lc..cks intelligibility 
ns CJ:lris~ does not gc..the~ 
donominctionnl orgCJ.nis~tions 
but persons? to Himself. · No~ 
crui denominntion3l officers 
testify on beh~lf of their 
orgruiisr'..tion tho..t "she 11 is a 
member of Christ. Such witness 
can only bo given by individ­
unls nbout their own stntus, 
ns they nre conscious of tho 
Spirit's witness with their 
spirit tho..t they nre sons of 
God. Wo mny affirm thnt in 
our judgment the structure o..nd 
doctrinal b~sis of ussocint­
ion of tho denominntion to 
which wo belong does not · con­
tr~vone thG word of God, but 
to nssert that our donominat-

. ion, per so, ns distinct from 

26. 
the regenernte Christic.ns 
associated with it, is part of 
Christ's church is to ~ttompt 
to combine concepts utterly 
dispo..ro.te. Christ's church is 
certainly visible on enrth(for 
~nvisible gatherings on onrth 
is u contradiction) but it is 
not to be identified with the 
confederc..tions cnlled denomin­
n.tions. 

Mo:reovor the unity of 
Christic.ns should ~lso bG vis­
ible on enrth, for it should 
reflect the unity of the one 
Church of wh~ch they nrG all 
members. This visible unity 
is however not to be looked 
for in the unity of constitut­
ions ond documents or in org­
n.nisntionul structure o.nd 
officers but it is the unity 
of henrt and soul. "See how 
these ~hristions love one · 
miother" wns the way Christir.m. 
unity w~s visible in the nnc­
ient churoh for ell to see, 
n.nd it is this visible unity 
of love which will compel tho 
outsider to confess thnt God 
is amongst them. 
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2'7. 
The unity of the members 

of the Church on earth is a 
unity of brotherhood. If 
brotherhoQd is real its exist­
ence is real without the aid 
of constitutions and canons. 

All Christians are mem­
bers of the one Chu.rch of 
Christ but they are not all 
members of the one ·church on 
earth, though they should be 
members of at least one such 
congrega·\~ion and may be m13111:ers 
of several at the srune time, 
(including, for 0xample, member­
ship of g mid-·Neek house 
church.) 

The basia unity bG~neen 
various congregations should 
be that of accepting one 
11.nothcr as Christians and lov­
ing and caring for each others 
mer.ibers, that all may grow in 
the knowledge of the f~i th. 
Links Of assoc}.a tion (or den­
ominat:i.ons) ·botvree;n congre­
ga-tion ·ond congregation ( i. ~. 
betvrnen chu.Tch and church in 
one of the Hew TeDta..men t senses 
of th0 word) m1Jst alvm.ys remain 
sccondri.ry, ar .. d. there is no 

28. 
reason why n congrogntion 
should rrnt be linked with more 
than ono denominetion at tho 
srune time similrtrly as o. 
Christian may be a member of 
nore than one congregation. 
Neither .is pcrhnps usuo.l, but 
the Church of South ·rndia in 
its continuing relationships 
to the ·. vn.rious denominations 
out of ,which it is formed is 
on exfunple of congrega.tions 
linked· with more than one den­
omino..tion and ns a · no.tionnl 
denomination (e.g. t~e Church 
of · South India) mey be in 
fellowship with more than one 
denominntion in other count­
ries. The exclusive cho.rncter 
of the Christian fellowship 
whieh modern denominntions 
tend to impose, should be 
resisted us out of conforri.ity 
with the injunctions of the 
New Testament. Christians 
should · re.cei ve one o.nother 
into fellowship, o.nd receive 
one nnothers' ministry, read­
ily across the denomino..tionn.l 
barriers. · It is towards this, 
rather than to negotiutions 
towards denoninctionnl merger, 
thnt our efforts towards 
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Christian unity 
directed. 

FOOTNOTES: 

should be 

1. It .was still being used of 
a secular assemoly by Justin 
Martyr (Trypho 42). The word 
only occurs six times in the 
·Apologists. 

2. The activities ascribed to 
a local church by the New 
Testament do not go beyond 
fellowsh~p~ including prayer 
together and mutual edificat­
ion·. It is a mis take to 
ascribe to the church ftmctions 

·committed -in Scripture to its 
members. An example of this 
mistake may be taken from 1iThe 
Church - Its Nature, FU.notion 
and Ordering" p.20, i;To the · 
church is committed the task 
of proclaiming Christ by word 
and deed 11

• This statement 
would conform more. closely to 
Scripture if it read · "To 
Christians is com.mi tted. · •• " Of . 
course, vrn must have fellow­
ship one with another .. in tho 
exercise of the :various 
ministries church members re­
cei vo, just as the Church at 
Antioch ar.d l ater the Philip-

30 • . 
pians had fellowship with st. 
Paul in his ministry which he 
had received from Christ. But 
this ministry was not commitl;}d 
to the church, but to the 
apostle (Acts 22:21). The 
only corporate activity towards 
outsiders ascribed to the 
church in the New Testament is 
a heavenly activity(Eph.3:10). 
3. Lightfoot in his commentary 
on the passage missed the sig­
nificance of this. He mistook 
Ignatius' phrase to mean "the 
worldwide church". 
4. Mission2ry socieites which 
operate within a denomination 
but arc not coterminus with it 
furnish the interesting phen­
omenon - wrongly regarded by 
some people as anomalous - of 
a denomination within a denom­
inn tion. 
5. Amongst migrant groups it 
is often merely a common nat­
ionality which ensures the 
continuity of the congregation. 
From 11 The Reformed Theological 
Review", June 1964. 
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