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Rev J. W. Woodhouse,
Curate St Barnabas’,
Broadway, and Lecturer
Moore College has been
granted two years leave of
absence to study in the
United Kingdom.

Rt Rev N. Langford-Smith
has been granted a General
Licence and appointed
Assistant  Minister, Christ
Church, St Ives as from July
.

Rev R. J. Wheeler from
the Diocese of Melbourne has
been appointed Curate, St
James, King Street as from
July 2,

Rev D. J. Kirkaldy,
Curate, Port Kembla has
been appointed Rector, An-
nandale as from August 30,

Rev G. S. Igarashi has
been granted an Authority to
Officiate and appointed
Assistant Chaplain, Missions
to Seamen as from June 29,

Rev W. F. Carter, Rector,
St Paul’s, Canterbury has
moved to Queensland as
from July 31.

Rev R. N. Wheeler,
Rector, St Peter's, Burwood
East has been made Rural
Dean of Petersham from
September 19,

Tev E. Sheppard, Rector,
St Luke's Regents Park and
St Matthew’s Birrong has
been appointed Rector, Roo-
ty Hill as from August 29

The Provisional Parish of
Dundas has been declared a
full Parish as from July 6

Rev A, K. Batt, Chaplain,
RAN, has been granted an
Authority to Officiate as
from July 10.

PERTH

Rev Canon J. Abraham
has been appointed Rector of
the Parish of Leeming.

Rev R. Colyer was com-
missioned as Rector of the
Parish of Carlisle on July 7,
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Rev P. McArthur was
commissioned as Rector of
the Parish of Wan-
neroo/Yanchep on August 2.

Very Rev S. Threlfall will
be commissioned as Rector
of the Parish of Nedlands on
September 7.

Rev T. Witham has been
appointed Chaplain to Christ
Church Grammar School as
from August 24,

Mr K. Gray was made a
Permanent Deacon in the
Parish of Kelmscott on Sun-
day, 25 June.

Bristol
Closures

Considerable concern is
being expressed with regard
to the proposals to close five
churches in the Bristol City
centre area,

The Scheme would leave
only one church for worship
— St Stephen’s, where it is
intended the various congre-
gations would worship.

The closure of St John the
Baptist, familiarly known as
St John “‘on the Wall”, with
which is linked St Mary-le-
Port, would eliminate the
only distinctive conservative
evangelical 1662 Prayer
Book, and ‘“Black gown’’

MELBOURNE
Rev A. T. E. Dalling,
transfers from incumbency St
John’s Diamond Creek to in-
cumbent of new parish of
Hamlyn Heights, Bell Park
and Bell Post Hill from Oc-
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tober 17
Rev. € €.
becomes part-time Minister-

in-Charge of the parish of

Lorne on September 24.

Rev W. Green,
Victorian Secretary, Bush
Church Aid, becomes incum-
bent of St Timothy's Bulleen
on October 11.

Rev L. W. Greenhall
transfers from chaplaincy of
Corio Technicai School to
Regional Chaplaincy for
South Melbourne within the
Inter-Church Trade and In-
dustry Mission.

Rev W. Gregory
becomes part-time Minister-
in-Charge of St Silas’ Albert
Park on August 27.

Rev N. Morrison
transfers from incumbency St
George's West Footscray to
incumbency of St Andrew’s
Aberfeldie on October 25.

Rev D. Thurley
transfers from Paraburdoo,
Western Australia to in-
cumbency of Holy Trinity,
Hastings on November 10,

Rev G. R. Wall transfers
from incumbency of All
Saints’ Clayton to incumben-

cy of Christ Church,
Hawthorn on November 2.
Rev J. W. Williams

receives incumbency of St
John's Blackburn on
December 5.

Rev J. R. Young transfers
from incumbency of St
Mark's West Reservoir to in-
cumbency of St Faith's
;ﬂonlmore icy on November

3

Rev C. C. Cowling retires
from incumbency of St
Mary's Caulfield on
September 18.

Rev M. Whitehouse retires
from incumbency St Faith's
Montmorency on April 30.

Rev C. D. H. Pilkington,
died August 15.

Rev Canon F. Thornton
died August 12.
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MERRILL WOMACH ARRIVES

Merrill Womach, second from left, discussing his recordin:
(left) and Mr L. Boggiss (far right) of Christian Press
(second from right) of Tom Glynn Advertising. Ram

g techniques with Mr W. Dalrymple
Pty Ltd, Sydney and Ken Harrison
on Williams Worldwide Photos.

Mr Merrill Womach stepped off his flight from the USA into what could be
called a hectic schedule. Following his airport press conference, he was interviewed on
radio station 2GB for haif an hour, and then followed another press conference back
at his hotel. His warmth of personality and graciousness was evident at all times.

This same warmth is also
what people find “‘different’

about his recordings. His
own record company, New
Life Records, finds an

outlet for this ministry of
comfort to those in distress,
through the supply of recor-

dings to funeral parlours
throughout the United
States.

Noticeable amongst his

recordings are those that are
unique for their presentation.
On one he sings all four parts
of a quartet. On another he

15 Years
for visa

The Very Rev Manuel
Chavez, Dean of Holy
Trinity Cathedral in Havana,
Cuba, arrived here with his
wife and two children after
waiting for 15 years for their
exit visa.

If permission to leave
Cuba had not been granted at
this time, Dean Chavez’s son,
Angel Manuel, would have
had to wait 20 years more,
since in October he will be 15
and will be of military age
and would not be permitted
to leave the country.

The Chfivezes will be
waiting here for the necessary
papers to enter the United
States as political refugees.

GAY
EPISCOPAL
INTEGRITY

Integrity, the organisation
of gay and leshian
Episcopalians and their
friends, will hold its Fourth
National Convention August
17-20. The Twin Cities
chapter of Integrity is co-
ordinating and hosting the
event to be headquartered at
Gethsemane Episcopal
Church here,

The theme for this year's
gathering is *‘A Community
of Prophets: Moving from
Vision to Task.”’ Keynote ad-
dresses will be given by:

The Rev Ellen Barrett of
Oakland, California, PhD
candidate in Sociology of
Religion and Ethics, and the
first open lesbian ordained to
the priesthood.

The Rev James B. Nelson,
author and Professor of
Christian Ethics at United
Theological Seminary of the
Twin Cities; and Barbara
Gittings of Philadelphia, les-
bian activist of 20 years, lec-
turer and strategist, and Co-
ordinator of Task Force on
Gay Liberation of the
American Library Associa-
tion.

sings 42 different parts as a
“‘one-man choir”’,

Since his plane accident in
1961 he has had over fifty
operations on his face and
hands, which have not stop-
ped as yet. Although his
features may be taking time
to be re-moulded, his per-
y and charisma seemed
to have been enhanced and

others cannot help but
notice.

It is said that his faith was
intensified by the Divine

Intervention in his life, and
also as his voice was unin-
jured through the experience,
he now has an earnest desire
to minister to those ‘‘touched
with grief””. This he does
well!

RAMON WILLIAMS

OMF DIRECTOR TO CMS

The Revd Denis Lane, LLB, BD, Overseas Director

for the Overseas Missionary Fellowship,

has accepted

the invitation of the Church Missionary Society to speak
to clergy and parish staff workers in St Andrew’s House
Theatrette from 9.30 am to 12 noon on September 18.

Mr Lane, an Anglican
clergyman trained in
England, is an authority on
mission in South East Asia.
He has been overseas director
of OMF for.10 years and with
his wife and 3 children has
been based in Singapore. As
overseas director, Mr Lane is
responsible for all OMF field
activity in South East Asia.

While in Australia, he has
spoken at the 1978 Australian
Fellowship of Evangelical
Students’ conference,
Adelaide’s Keswick conven-
tion and the annual Overseas
Christian Fellowship conven-
tion in Tasmania. He is often
called on for advice and in-
sights on Asia,

He will speak on what mis-
sion has to offer on
evangelism, the Church at
home, church growth, cross
cultural communication and
current thinking on church
structures.

He describes mission as
‘exciting business’ and
believes while churches in the
home countries are wonder-
ing how to survive, many
churches in Asia are thinking
of planting new ones.

While in Sydney, Mr Lane
will also lecture on mission to
students at Moore
Theological College in con-
junction with Dr Packer.

Dr PACKER

TO

MOVE TO CANADA

Dr Jim Packer, Associate Principal of Trinity
College, Bristol, since its inception six years ago and one
of the Church of England’s leading Evangelical
theologians, is to settle with his family in Canada next

year.
Dr Packer, who is 52, will
become Professor of

Theology at Regent College,
Vancouver, in the summer of
1979. Regent College, which
is affiliated to the University
of British Columbia, is an
inter-denominational college
specialising in Christian
studies for lay people.

Dr Packer says he hopes
the post there will free him
from administrative work
and enable him to write
more. His present job
involves him in admini-
stration and pastoral care,
and he also acts as a leading
spokesman for Evangelicals
in the Church of England.

Dr Packer taught theology
at Tyndale Hall, Bristol,
from 1955 until 1961, when
he became first Librarian and
then Warden of Latimer
House, Oxford.

In 1970 he went as Prin-
cipal to Tyndale Hall during
a period of experiment which

resulted in three Evangelical
colleges — Tyndale Hall,
Clifton College and Dalton
House — being merged into
Trinity College.

Dr Packer will deliver the
Second Annual series of
Moore College Lectures from
September 12 to 20.

Drl.J. Parker

church from the city centre
area.

What is required is a
courageous out-going in
pastoral and personal mini-
stry, and also the develop-
ment of St John's as a speci-
fically Reformed centre.

English Churchman

Seychelles
Licence Fee

Far Eastern Broadcasting
Com on Australia ad-
vises that the Seychelles
Government has ratified the
original 25 year broadcast
licence issued to FEBA
Seychelles in 1970,

The new licence fee has
now been increased to
£51g60,000 or approximately
$97,000.

In view of the
$US1,000,000 fee imposed on
the American government’s
satellite tracking facilities,
his fee is seen as reasonable.

The fee also encompasses
the lease of 1 square mile of
sea bed on which the large
aerial array is situated.

Sensitive, profound
personalities, with intense
reactions, are more open to
the things of the Spirit —
more concerned with
religious problems, more apt
to look in religion for an
answer to their inner
disquiet.

It follows that the propor-
tion of anxious people is
higher among church people
than among the rest, as is
also true in the altruistic
professions — doctors,
ministers of religion, nurses,
educators, artists and social
workers.

— Paul Tournier

NO NEW TERM

Rev Arthur Deane, Inter-
national Director of the
Africa Evangelical
Fellowship, has declined to
accept nomination for a se-
cond six-year term after his
present appointment ends at
the »nd of December, 1979,

He is based in Reading,
England, at present, but
travels extensively in the AEF
fields in southern Africa and
confers with AEF Councils in
the sending countries from
which the missicnaries come.

He has been responsible
for the overall direction of
the work of the AEF, during
a period of . re-organisation
and planning, but believes
that different gifts and ex-
perience will be needed for
leading the AEF into the next
phase of the ministry, from
1980 to 1985.

Mr and Mrs Deane expect
to return to Australia early in
1980 but have no future plans
at present concerning their
ministry.
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ENGLISH EVANGELI

evangelical ministry, some for the first time."’
This information was made available by Dr J. 1.

David Shepherd and John
Taylor. Of the 15 theological
colleges, six were evangelical

England were men of

% Packer associate principal of Trinity College, Bristol
.~ who is at present in Sydney for the second Annual
. Moore College lectures.

i He went on further to state  Was a number of evangelicals
& that the two archbishops in including Maurice Woods,
&

evangelical background.
“On the bench of bishops

The Rev Drand MrsJ. 1. Packer

. ONOTI
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Christians and Stress. .........
Reconsidering Rome

'SUCCESSES |

1 ““In the past thirty years evangelicals have made remarkable strides
. in the Church of England in England. Today, twenty fiv_e per cent of
. the clergy are evangelicals, and fifteen per cent of the parishes have an

in their foundation, and 45
per cent of the ordinands are
being trained there.

‘“Evangelicals had
vindicated their claim to be
responsible Anglicans with a
doctrine of and a com-
mitment to the church.

They are now no longer
just tolerated but are looked
up to in the field of
evangelism and in the work
of reviving run down
parishes. Evangelical
scholarship in increasingly

making its mark and has a_

recognized place in the
theological world in
England.”’

DANGER OF
SUCCESS

Dr Packer felt that having
gained a position of respect
in the Church of England,
there was a certain readiness
of evangelicals to rest on
their laurels, a sense of
having arrived. ‘“This spirit
will only quench things.
Evangelicals have reached an
important phase in their own
history.”’

“They have to move out

" now for the purpose of the

evangelism of all of England.
Some parishes have made
efforts at outreach using such
methods as evangelism
explosion, but this needs to
become nationwide.’’

In the area of worship, Dr
Packer observed that
evangelicals do not speak
with a united voice because
they are unsure of their own
position.

“While many no longer

* To Page2
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“‘inadequate’’,

Mr Rod West, headmaster
of Trinity Grammar,
employed a professional firm
to survey 100 leading
companies in Sydney to find
their attitude to the School
Certificate and employment
of schoo! leavers.

The companies covered a
range of industries including
banks, insurance companies
and mining industries. Of
those companies 97 per cent
said they would favour a
return to a school certificate
based on external evaluation.

Supporting this desire was
the finding that 89 per cent
were convinced that the
general standards in
numeracy and literacy had
fallen over recent years. This
often became apparent in the
written application itself, eg,
some applicants did not
know what ‘“‘marital status”
meant.

Mr West is of the opinion
vhat some major changes in
educational thinking are
responsible for some of this
decline. First the move away
from content in curriculum.
Chis is a particular disadvant-
age to the young inexperi-
enced teacher and it also
lowers the standard for which
a teacher might be
encouraged to strive.

This move is a consequence
of a theory that education is
not a process to form a
young person but a process to
encourage self-expression.
Mr West feels that people will
be better able to express
themselves if they have con-
fidence based on a good body
of knowledge and well
developed skills.

The second factor that has

School Certificate
“Useless"

The headmaster of one of Sydney’s leading schools
found that the three epithets most commonly used to
describe the School Certificate by employers were
useless’’ and “‘confusing’’.

Mr Red West, Headmaster,

School
and

Trinity Grammar
(Summer Hill
Strathfield).

crisis is the
status ~of

caused this
decline in the
examination. ‘‘All
educationalists acknow-
ledge,”’ says Mr West, ‘“‘that
examinations are an
imperfect measure of abilities
and understanding.’’
However, he that
they are still best
available.

He was particularly critical
of the “Moderator” for
English in the School Certifi-
cate. The questions merely
required abilities of compre-
hension and writing skills.
No knowledge of the large
body of literature available
was required. Any intelligent
person with primary school
education but no further
learning could have done well
init.

believes
the

* Topage8

16
missionaries

killed in
Rhodesia

Sixteen' missionaries have
been killed by terrorists in
June, in five separate
incidents, all on rural mission
stations. Two incidents took
place near the Botswana
border, south west of Bul-
awayo (Two Salvation Army
ladies and two Roman
Catholic priests killed), two
in the Hartley/Gokwe area
(one Southern Baptist
missionary and two Roman
Catholic priests killed), and
one on the Macambique
border (nine Elim mission-
aries and four small
children).

There appear to be three
reasons why mission stations
have been attacked.

They are ‘‘soft’’ targets,
missionaries being for the
most part unarmed, and
some stations being unpro-
tected by security fencing.

Terrcrists are being indoc-
trinated with anti-Christian
propaganda and so there is
the deliberate aim of under-
mining Christianity.

Missionaries represent
western culture and ideas,
however much they may be
identified with the African
and sympathetic to his needs.

These attacks have been
well planned and it is
suspected that, particularly
with the Elim Mission attack,
the terrorists were given
drugs to deaden their sensi-
tivity to the barbarity of their
action. Since these events, a
number of rural stations have
been closed or have had their
staff drastically reduced. It
must be added that all who
live in rural areas which
remain unprotected are
vulnerable, including
European farmers and
Africans, particularly
Christians.

* Topage2

Sy s A

‘“The events were highly pleasing to Almighty God,
but not in any circumstances to be repeated.”” That was
the summary of the reaction of Archbishop Davidson of
Ca\merbury in 1915 to the admission to the Lords
Supper of certain non-Anglican missionaries at the end
of a conference on unity in Africa.

On the recent resolution at Lambeth on women in the
ministry it can only be said that it is highly questionable
whether procedure could have been pleasing to
Almighty God and we trust that in the future debates in
the Australian Church it will not in any circumstances
be repeated.

Australian Anglicans should be grateful to the
Archbishop of Sydney who reminded Lambeth that the
fundamental issue was not the ecumenical implications
nor tradition, but the theological issue. He said this
speaking to his amendment out of deep concern that in
the resolution, Lambeth approved of the concept that
fhere were no fundamental or theological objections to
the ordination of women.

His amendment was defeated and that speaks little to
the credit of members of the conference all of whom
promised at their consecration as bishops to faithfully
exercise themselves in the Holy Scriptures and prayer

for true understanding of them, so that they may be able
to teach and exhort with wholesome doctrine and to
withstand and convince all who contradict it

Lambeth refused a full scale theological debate on the
issue and yet asked the bishops and the dioceses they
represented to believe ‘‘that the holding together of
diversity within a unity of faith and worship is part of

the Anglican heritage’’.

Archbishop Athenagoras, Co-Chairman of the Joint
Doctrinal Discussions between our commission and the
Orthodox Churches after Lambeth conference defined
the Anglican doctrine of comprehensiveness as “‘a
method which makes diversity of doctrine a means of

maintaining unity’’. ‘‘This’

' he said, ‘*has been called

by the speakers a ‘compromise’ for the application of
which the Anglican theologians and bishops are indeed

renowned."

The resolution which covers more than a page is taken
up with legal rights, continuing in communion, and a
Mikado-like theme that you are right and we are right,

and everthing is all right.

What Lambeth conference failed to come to grips
with was, that by its own resolution it has undercut its
own foundations of the mutual recognition of ministries

DISUNITY IN DIVERSITY

in the Anglican Church, pasted over the growing crack
and showed its lack of concern for doctrinal truth. The
Anglican Church can be very grateful that Lambeth is
simply a conference with no authority to legislate.

The resolution of Bishop Donald Robinson on behalf
of a number of evangelical and Anglo-Catholic bishops
was that those member churches who have not ordained
women should not make any decision for five years
pending an evaluation by the primate’s committee on
the experience of churches who have ordained. The
truth of the matter is that of the women who are
ordained very few are actually in charge of a church.
The resolution had it not been defeated would have
provided valuable information.

The Archbishop of Sydney may have been accused of
living in the first century and not the twentieth, but that
a compliment
determines to measure issues not on social trends but by
the apostolic faith once delivered to the saints.

The debate was stage managed and cut short, the
resolution was “‘even handed”’,
great disunity without even considering the possibility
that God has a mind on the matter, is a sad indictment
on a conference whose specific aim was, in the words of
the Archbishop of Canterbury, to listen to the Lord.

Statement is

to any bishop who

the aim to cover up the
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Discriminate — against Evil

I'he Report of the Anti-Discrimination Board has
brought to light extensive discrimination in some of the laws
of New South Wales. The invitation of the Premier for wide-
spread debate is to be welcomed, for fairness and equality in
the life of our society is a goal to which we should strive.

The removal of bias in legislation may not be seen as an
isolated issue but should be studied in the context of the values

which make our society cohere.

It is of little significance whether the de facto wife of a
deceased member of the Armed Forces should have reduction
in the registration fee of her dog similar to that of a widow; it
Is.a matter of great significance whether a de facto couple
should be able to adopt children.

Adoption is a serious affair and a child’s future should
not be put at risk by putting a child in a home which lacks a
specific and declared intent to be permanent. If this is a
consequence of according rights and obligations to de facto
relationship, then that discrimination is to be preferred rather
than eroding away the stability of homes and families. In cases
like this, we should discriminate in favour of the protection of

children.

Is the pursuit against anti-discrimination to be pursued to
the shameful point where it ceases to be an offence to live off
the proceedings of prostition? We must discriminate against

To me books and theories about man have an
endless fascination. Theologically they also have
their importance: one’s anthropology has quite an
influence on one's theology — and vice versa. The
Bible, though essentially a book about God, is also a
book about man, and has soberiig and sublime
things to say about him.

So I 'am glad that Hodder and Stoughton have included
in their ““I Believe’” series a book by George Carey entitled
““I Believe in Man". 1t looks into man as nature’s riddle, as
God’s creature and his “‘problem child”’; it examines man
in community and also as male and female. Its major
premise is that *‘into man alone has God breathed . . . man
without God is a denial of true humanity, and we are back
with riddles again’’.

NATURE OR NURTURE?

What is man? Many more people than the Psalmist have
asked that question. In fact it is endlessly asked down
through the years. Philosophers no less than biologists ask
it, politicians no less than educators. And, of course, to
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MAN!

By David Hewetson

REFORM OR REDEMPTION?

To such thinkers ‘“‘enlightenment’’ of some form or
other will always be the answer. It may be through
educational policies or by the tougher road of political
change. And such theorists never seem to learn from the
way in which history makes nonsense of their ideas. They
can always find someone to blame for it. But they do so in
such a way as to relieve man in general from blame. It is
not man but some men who are at fault. The
unenlightened, the betrayers of the revolution, the
manipulators of the power structures — these are the real
sinners and not man as such.

In dealing with sin and the fall Carey insists that the
Bible's emphasis is on the present not the past. He notes the
oscillation from Adam as proper name to Adam as generic
term (for man). Adam’s story is Everyman’s declension
from God. Christ he entitles *‘Paradigm Man’’ and stresses
the fact that his incarnation, his crucifixion and
resurrection is the basis for the Christian life we are called
upon to live. ““The Gospel of Christ does not say ‘live like
me and you will be saved’ but ‘You cannot be saved unless

Expert panel answers questions durin

g Festival of Light Education Conference at Macquarie

University, August 12-13, 1978. Pictured left to right are: Mr Neil Pickard, ML A, Shadow

Minister for Education; Mr Len Russo, Director of Studi
Professor Edwin Judge, Professor of History,
Centre; Dr Rupert Goodman,

evil

Bishop John R. Reid on behalf of Diocese of Sydney.

ENGLISH EVANGELICALS

* From Page 1

use 1662 Book of Common
Prayer, some are unsure what
to put in its place.

“*Many parishes worship
using a non-structured form
comprising singing and
praying. Evangelicals on the
whole fail to reflect on what
worship ought to be the
criteria used is that it must be
warm and involve every-
body."’

As an example he quoted
the response to the
celebrations of the Lord’s
Supper. Only a minority use
the 1662 order, some use
series two, others series three.
In liturgical debates
Evangelicals have no
common mind

The alternative proposed
in the English series three at
present under consideration
in syncdical government
reflects this difficulty. There
are a number of evangelical
voices, but no weighty voice
speaking decisively on the
Issue

YOUNG MAN'S
MOVEMENT

Evangelicalism in the
Church of England is a
young man's movement’’
and Dr Packer feels that it
needs theological ballast and
a passion to sustain the
movement.

He felt that the danger for
the movement in the next 10
years lay in its lack of
unanimity on worthy
liturgical ideas and the lack
of a systematic theological
outlook.

Dr Packer is anxious about
the trendiness among English
evangelicalism which ex-
presses a euphoria that we
can ‘‘do our thing,”’ rather
than being concerned with
being up to date on bibical
truth. Trendiness weakens
rather than strengthens the
movement

“There must be a deeper
concern for evangelism at the
local church level and a more
widespread training up of
members of the laiety for
outreach. There needs also to
be a body of clergy deeply
concerned about theological
truth,”” he affirmed.

PACKER TO CANADA

Dr Packer will proceed to
Regents College, Vancouver
in July, 1979, because he
firmly believes that the
remainder of his ministry
ought to be taken up with
producing christian literature
for the church of England as
well as the Church at large

His deep conviction in
taking this step has been
reinforced by the wide
response to his book
“Knowing God.”' In the past
five years it has sold 250,000
copies

When asked why he felt his
book had been so wel
received he suggested that
Just as ““Honest to God"’ had
struck a nerve, so ‘‘Knowing
God” had touched a hunger
because there was a man-
centred trend in Christianity
coupled with a greater
interest in self rather than a
preoccupation with the glory
of God revealed in Jesus
Christ

He revealed that the book
was intentionally written
at a superficial levei. He said
It was not meant to be easy
reading for the subject matter
is deep.

If people wish to deepen
their knowledge of God it
will take time and effort, and
much reflection on the Word
of God.

Dr Packer, after his
lectures in Sydney, will
proceed to Melbourne and
l'asmania before returning to
England via Singapore where
he will spend five davs in that
diocese as well as lecturing at
the Discipliship Training
Centre.

Enclosed please find donation of §
of Light and Mary Whitehouse Tour — September 1-25

Name: (Mr, Mrs, Miss)

|
1
1
| Address .
1
|

Address to: 484 Kent Street, Sydney, 2000

CALLING ALL
CHRISTIANS!

HEAR MARY WHITEHOUSE
Crusader for family life and child-care

Town Hall, Sydney Square
St Andrew's Cathedral

SUNDAY, 24TH SEPTEMBER, 3 pm

If you care, be there!
-----—_“‘-—--—---

for Festival
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you die and my life lives within you'.”

ISOLATION OR IDENTIFICATION?

Man is no island. He is part of the mainland of
humanness. Our deepest joys, our keenest sorrows, our most
powerful encouragements and temptations come through
association and identification with other human beings.
And here such vital biblical themes as the Kingdom of God,
the body of Christ, the Church, etc become a tremendously
important issue

A book on man, even by a Christian could be pretty
hiumanistic. It could celebrate the undoubted glory of being
human till it became an end in itself. But Carey’s closing
chapter is entitled ““Open to God”’. This, he insists, will
also involve being open to the world and to moral demands
as well. God made our humanity, he entered into it in Jesus
Christ, he rescued it and has made it the unique sanctuary
for his Spirit. God believes in man,

theologians it is vitally important.

Is man a *‘naked ape”? i.e. little more than a highly
intelligent and complex animal? Or is there a qualitative as
well as quantitative difference between us and the rest of
creation? Actually Carey suggests that the former partly
flows from the latter. There is no discontinuity between
man and the animal kingdom, but the gulf between them is
wide and deep since man’s specialities — such as speech,
social organisation, intelligence, etc — are more than the
sum of them all put together. ‘A new kind of creature
emerges.”’

If man is only a child of nature he certainly cannot be
held responsible for the violent or libidinous drives that he
inherits, But if he is a creature of a unique kind he is not at
the mercy of these things and is accountable for the way in
which they run riot through his life. Some thinkers, e.g.
Rousseau, are not naturists so much as “‘nurturists” who
tend to trace all human evil back to environment. Man is in

chains, they cry, and must be released from the trammels
of his societies so that he can find true fuliilment

16 MISSIONARIES KILLED

* Frompagel

will simply be required to
produce a birth certificate at
the time of voting. The
Executive Committee has
been holding a number of
meetings all over the country,
to explain these matters (o

in some areas there has
been a descalation of terrorist
activity, although this has not
been as rapid as had been

hoped. Some protected the people.

villages have been At the funeral of the Elim

dismantled. missionaries, it was stated
What, then, has the (ha many offers had been

Transitional Government
done and what is it planning
to do? It has released the
great majority of detainees.
It has removed some of the
security villages and terrorists K. J. LITTLE
in these areas are being i
assimilated back into normal 19 Barden Street
life. Arncliffe, 2205
A constituiion committee Phone: 599 7348
has been working hard and
has already made some
proposals. A committee has
been set up recently for
examining legislation dealing
with racial discimination.
Elections are being
planned for October or
November, based on propor-
tional representation and the
party-list system. To save
time, there will not be a
registration of voters, They

received from Christians,
wanting to take their places.

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS

Henry J. Hyde

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION

RANELAGH HOUSE

ROBERTSON
Phone 048 85 1253

The Hyde Amendment

American Congressman, Henry J. Hyde, who
served as an Ensign in the United States navy in the
Pacific during World War II and retired from the
United States Navy Reserve with the rank of
Commander in 1968, has been invited by the Right to
Life to help fight another war, the war on the unborn
taking place in Australia. He spoke at the Right to Life
Rally in Hyde Park on Sun
day, 27th August.

Congressman Hyde has
vigorously opposed abortion
in America. ‘“What is it that
is being aborted?" he asked
Congress. ““Is it a chicken? Is
it a tumor? Is it animal? Is it
vegetable? Is it mineral? Is it
a bad tooth to be pulled out,
or is it a diseased appendix to
be cut out and thrown away?
No, it is a human being.”’

His amendment, which has
become known as *“The Hyde
Amendment”’, succeeded in
banning the use of public
moneys for abortion
payments under the Health,
Education and Welfare
(HEW) Budget

The amendment became
the centre of great controver-
sy between the Right to Lifers
and the pro-abortion forces
in America. Despite many at-
tempts to compromise the
ban on funding, Congress-
man Hyde succeeded in 1977,
and again this year, to take
his amendment through Con-
gress so that the next Budget
would continue to restrict
abortion funding.
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CLIFF WILSON, AUTHOR OF BESTSELLER
“CRASH GO THE CHARIOTS"”
DOES BATTLE AGAIN IN.... .

THE LLAR OF THE GHARIOTS

This faith-building title is based on THE WILSON/
VON DANIKEN DEBATE, the first personal con-
frontation between the two leading proponents on
both sides of one of the most controversial
issues of our time! Dr, Wilson is on the Faculty
of Education, Monash University, Melbourne. He is
a distinguished Australian writer and educator.
Erich von Daniken is the author of the best-
seller, CHARIOTS OF THE GODS? 5

PAPER: $2.95

An INTERBAC Book
available from
all good booksellers
Yoirdr
P.0. Box 345, Mt. Waverley, Vic., 3149

recommended onty

ies, NSW Education Department;
Macquarie University; Sister Maur, Newman

Queensland University; and Mr Allen Roberts, Nepean College

of Advanced Education.

A CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CRITIQUE

““These courses especi
children to questionable

simulation’’ etc, said Dr Rupert Good

ially SEMP infringed parents rights by exposing their

controversial issues such as alternative life-styles,
‘*homosexual marriages' etc; and debatable psychological methods of ‘valuing’ and

of the Quee

d University and the

Queensland Government Inquiry into Education. He was very critical of the content

and philosophy of these new courses which
traditional subjects such as History,

Dr Goodman said, *‘Every
State should set up a public
inquiry into Education to re-
establish the basic aims and
priorities of education in
Australia.”

Over one hundred and fifty
representatives of parent,
teacher, church, community
organisations and Govern-
ment Education Authorities
shared in an Education Con-
ference at Macquarie Univer-
sity as part of Education
Week on 12-13 August, 1978.

The Conference was con-
vened by Professor Edwin
Judge on behalf of the
Education Committee of the
Australian Festival of Light.

The Conference theme was
““The Quality of Education
— A Critique of Some Cur-
rent Syllabuses’’. Special at-
tention was given to new
Amercian packaged courses
such as MACOS (““Man, A
Course of Study’’) and
SEMP (Social Education
Materials Project) produced
by the Federal Curriculum

Development Centre in
Canberra.
Sister Maur, SM, BA,

of the Newman Cen-
tre, said, ‘‘Doubtful courses
such as MACOS should be
withdrawn from primary
schools.””

USA MACOS
EXPERIENCE

Even though there had
been a heavy advertising
campaign in the USA less
than 1% of primary schools
used the MACOS course and
because of its controversial
content the USA Federal
Government had cancelled all
federal funding for MACOS
according to Dr Goodman.
This criticism of MACOS
and SEMP was strongly
refuted by the invited sup-
porters of these materials in

FUNERALS

Phones: Metropolitan
(All Branches) 80 0396
Katoomba — 82 2411

XXX XXX XYY
REMOVALS
Small or Large
STORAGE-PACKING
TAXI TRUCKS
Reasonable and
Reliable
SMITH OWENS
SERVICE
9 PIONEER AVE

THORNLEIGH
Phone: 84 6467

AH: L. Owens 48 1539

P Y YT

Australia such as Mrs
Margaret Simpson and Mr
Baker of the MACOS ‘facul-
ty’, and Mr Peter Jones and
others of the SEMP CDC,
Canberra.

Mr Allen Roberts, MEd,
Head of English Dept,
School of Education at Ne-
pean College of Advanced
Education spoke concerning
the lack of values endorse-
ment in Australian Teacher
Training Colleges and the
dramatic changes in primary
school education. Mr
Roberts said ‘“My extensive
research indicates that in
teacher education throughout
Australia there is now a
reluctance to endorse clear-
cut moral values and that the
situation, regardless of any
reasons to explain or justify
it, must be viewed with deep
concern.’’

“Firm moral values”’, said
Mr Roberts, “‘are vital to the
progress of any society.”” Mr
Roberts showed the dramatic
shift in  NSW, Victoria,
Tasmania and South
Australia since 1952 from the
Judeo-Christian Ethic with
its absolutes and respon-
sibilities to both God and
society to a new humanistic
self-centred Radical Ethic in
Teacher institutions and
schools.

NO DIRECTION

“Teacher education in
Australia,” said Mr Roberts,
“‘especially in Government
institutions may well be in the
tragic proces of losing its
ethical bearings and the
results of this within this very
generation could be ethically
and politically disastrous
even perhaps irreversible.”’

The Conference concluded
with an open panel-
discussion comprising the
Conference speakers, Pro-
fessor Judge and two guests
— Mr L. Russo, (Director of
Studies, NSW Department of
Education — representing
Hon Eric Bedford, Minister
for Education) and Mr Neil
Pickard (Shadow Minister
for Education). Challenges
were made by Mr Michael
Glass, the Secretary of Sex
Discrimination Committee of
the Teacher’s Federation.

Mr Pickard called for a
public inquiry into social
education in NSW especially
courses such as MACOS.

Mr Russo emphasised the
need for a continuous in-
teraction between all sections
of the community in the
development of school cur-
riculum — government,
parents, teachers, community
and pupils.

had also reduced the time spent on
English and Geography.

FOLLOWUP
ACTIVITY

Copies of the five ad-
dresses are available from the
FOL Office, 484 Kent Street,
in two forms:

Printed Conference Ad-
dresses — $2 per set (Dr
Goodman — 2; Mr Roberts
— 2; Sister Maur — 1) and
Cassette Tapes are available
for each address including
questions and the Panel at
$3.50 each (total six).

Resource booklets with ex-
tracts are also available on
MACOS — 60 cents each and
SEMP — $2 each (38 pages).

Free copies of a new Peti-
tion on the “Quality of
Education'” are also available
concerning these issues which
can be adapted for use in all
States.

““It is time"’, said Mr Nile,
“for all parents to pay far
more attention to the quality
of education in our schools
and the quality of new
teachers especially from the
new Colleges of Advanced
Education which do not seem
to have the same discipline
and standards of the earlier
State Teacher Colleges."’

‘‘Inexperienced, poorly
trained teachers with low
motivation will in turn pro-

ANOTHER
CHURCHFOR
Moscow

The ‘‘second’ Baptist
Church of Moscow is to be
constituted at Mitischi, a
suburb on the circular
highway which rings the
capital city, a report states.

The new church which has
received approval for
registration as a congregation
of the All-Union Council of
Evangelical Christians-
Baptists in the USSR, has
about 200 members. They
have applied for a building
permit to construct a 400-seat
chapel.

Mitischi is about 30
minutes away, by tram or
bus, from the Central Baptist
Church (First Baptist) which
also houses the AUCECB of-
fices. The new church is a
‘‘daughter” congregation of
the Central Church,

Other churches reported
previously are not within the
“city” limits, but are never-
theless within the Moscow
District. They are in surroun-
ding areas to the circular
highway which circles the
Capital,

Australian Bap

Evangelistic
Opportunities
taken in Chile

RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION
OFPOPULATION OF SYDNEY

o/ﬂ

Probably the largest 1961 1971 Increase
evangelistic meeting Santiago i
has ever seen took place last Baptist 31,069 3,056 22:/"
week. Rex Humbard, the in- Brethren 3372 4,492 33%
ternationally well-known Roman Catholic
\':;r"' Amerli_f:" oy md (4 Catholic) 563,346 838,346 4%
radio evangelist, took over : 0
the National Stadium. On Churches of Christ 8 7,649 ?’?56 1%”
Sunday afternoon the sunlit, Church ofEngIand 73,539 967,740 9.7%
85,000 seat arena was filled Congregational 16,146 15,490 — 4%
to capacity as the evangelist Greek & other Orthodox 45,128 110,464 145%
e hes family presented 4 jghovah's Witness N/A 5,885 ~
echnically proficient and at-
tractive programme of good Luthera_n 13,555 19,749 46?
Christian  music, plus a Methodist 120,320 131,986 9.7%
strong gospel message. Presbyterian 154,477 173,647 12%
B.';:n [f;“'";mfm_l“m Og Salvation Army 7,781 10,084 29%
ishop Douglas Milmine o it y
Paraguay, had all the respon- Seventh Day Adventist 4,604 6,5?35 ?1:0
sibility of the day upen his pro!eswm 20,706 41,775 102%
shoulders as he is the Direc-  Christian 18,213 34,647 90%
'(“h’,[ f“’\x:*g Humbard in  Hebrew 23,106 25,292 9%
‘hile.  SAMS  missionaries Muslim (8,743)
Hilary (daughter of Arch- i } 1,999 12.393 /o 517%
deacon Tony Barratt) and Other Non Christian ’ (3.590)

Alfred Cooper translated for

Liz and Rex Humbard
Junior. In Santiago we are
following up those who pro-
fessed conversion and live in
the Las Condes area.

SWITCHBLADE

The film, “The Cross and
the Switchblade' arrived in
Chile just recently. Two
weeks ago at the Grange
School, Santiago, where the
children of the SAMS mis-
sionary families, Tomlinson,
Ghinn and Bazley attend,
Katherine Bazley was in-
strumental in obtaining per-
mission for the showing of it.
About ninety children of the
secondary school section
went to see it, enjoyed it and
talked with Bishop Colin

Bazley and others after-
wards.
duce alienated students

especially from disadvantag-

ed areas of our society.”’
“Both Christian parents,

teachers and students must

resist the temptation to
withdraw and establish
““religious ghettos” — they

should obey our Lord’s in-
junction to be “salt’’ and
“light” in both P & C’s as
well as the classroom’’, con-
cluded Mr Nile.

OmB
Make
Reformation
Day a BIBLE
Distribution DA
(October 29)

ASK FOR

* Your free copy of the
inspirational and devo
tional booklet *'30 Days in
India"

or 10 cents coins

The muslim population of Sydney in 1971 was larger than
the Brethren, Church of Christ, Jehovah's Witness and
Seventh Day Adventist.

Does the significant increase in categories ‘‘Protestant’
or "“Christian" indicate a denominational indifference among
"‘nominais" or a growing impatience with denominational
loyalties among Christians, or both?

Insure Church Property with the
CHURCH OF ENGLAND INSURANCE CO
of Australia Limited

(INC IN NSW)

Because

1. The company is wholly owned by the Dioceses of the
Church of England and it operates entirely for the
benefit of the Church.

2. Our re-insuring companies are among the strongest

in the world.

Claims, both large and small, are dealt with promptly

4. Church property worth more than $65,000,000 is
insured with this company

5. Classes of insurance undertaken include FIRE (with
extension to storm and tempest, earthquake, etc, if
required), MOTOR CAR, PUBLIC RISKS, Plate Glass
and BURGLARY

HONORARY DIRECTORS:
E. N. MILLNER, FCA (Chairman)
W. M. COWPER
C. RAINS, FCA
K. B. PRICE, MA (Oxon)
Ven C. A, GOODWIN, MBE
.M. ACKERY

Suite 225/226 “Wingello" House, Angel Place, Sydney, 2600
Telephone: 233 3896

CAMPAIGN

~ HELPUSTO HELPTHEMIS

Coincards to fit either 5 cent

The loan of the informative and
colourful filmstrip + commen
tary on cassette tape “‘INDIA"
— approximately 20 minutes
""HIS TOUCH!’ — the LP record or
cassette tape dedicated by the
Melodettes to the World Home Bible League work in India at $6.50 + postage.

India —
Over 600 million
people

annual increase
over 14 million
approximately three
per cent are Christian

WORLD HOME
BIBLE LEAGUE
=7 ey
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Just as everybody has a temperature, but we don't usually talk about it until the
person is runan a temperature” — 50 everybody has stress. Both stress and temperature
e

are only neticeab

when they are higher than normal! In regard to stress loads a person can

be likened to a violin. Too much tension on the strings and they snap; too little and they give
a sloppy note; just right and you have a keen tune.

Stress loads can actuully be opposite entities, like
joy and sorrow, and yet produce biologically similar
results. In fact highly objective biochemical
assessments have demonstrated identical
biochemical reactions to such opposites as heat and
cold, sorrow and joy. In other words, your body will
react physically in the same way (in many basic
chemical mechanisms) to both happiness and sorrow!

According to world taneously can be quite
renowned stress scientist unperturbed.
Hans Selye, of Montreal
University, stress is not THE RESULTS OF
just creative tension, STRESS

domestic problems, work
load forces, or situation
demands.

These stressors are a
normal part of a healthy
life. The term ‘‘stress’’ as
commonly used, really
means ‘‘excess stress'’,
‘distress’’ or ‘‘anxiety
stress’’

STRESS PRODUCERS

Distress is described as
your response to ex-
cessive nervous tension
and emotions aroused by
work and domestic pro-
blems. This is an outside
stressor, causing an inter-
nal reaction.

But it can also be the
result of internal stressors
triggered by an hereditary
background. For instance
Mr HRush (Type A per-
sonality), the Workaholic,
has several times greater
than normal coronary risk
because of his stressful
make-up.

(You can check yourself

for Type A characteristics
by answering the ques-
tions in the box close by.)
- The way we handle
stress determines
whether we either develop
a distress syndrome or
‘‘take in on the run''. Peo-
ple differ widely in their
response to stress.

In a Cleveland, Ohio,
study personal electro-
cardiographs were attach-
ed to several types of high
powered professional
men. Cardiac stress was

measured in surgeons
performing life-and-death
operations, television

broadcasters meeting
deadlines, advertising ex-
ecutives and sky-divers.
The researchers found
that it was not the job that
produced the stress, but

Once overstress is
wrongly handled it can
lead to distress, and later
to chronic anxiety state.
This may lead to depres-
sion — a medically
dangerous condition with
a high suicide rating.

When tension becomes
greater than the human
organism can tolerate, the
problem is transferred
from the mind to the body
(the psyche to the soma;
thus: psychosomatic
disease).

The tension is alleviated
by being channelled
through the nervous
system to the body

Depression is the result
of frustration and of inade-
quacy of falling short, and
of constant negative think-
ing. A young mother, with
her seemingly endless
chores may constantly
compare her former life of
comparative freedom -—
and so lead to a depress-
ed state.

Depression is ac-
companied by worthless,
hopeless feelings, a leck
of interest in food, sex,
and life in general.

Other depression symp-
toms include
sleeplessness, fatigue,
poor concentration,
restlessness, boredom
and crying spells. Pro-
longed depression
without help or hope can
lead to suicide.

CHRISTIAN

STRESS FACTORS

AClergy Stress Working
Party set up by the Lock-
ing Deanery in the UK
reported several factors
they considered to be
powerful stressors for the

with no rest (apart
achievements; fast

relax.

TYPE A CHECK

To check yourself for Type A characteristics ask
these questions: are you an intense go-getter;
aggressive; highly ambitious; competitive; under
constant pressure; going against
continuously involved in a a conflict or struggle,
from sleep);
talking,
walking; given to fist-clenching; vigorous hand
gestures; striving for advancement; impatient with
others. If “‘yes'’ to most of these, chances are you
have inherited a Type A risk factor! You must then
consciously fight against these insensities and

the clock;

bound to

eating, driving;

organs. It may then ex-
press itself in heart trou-
ble, respiratory ailments
such as asthma and at-
tacks of deep rapid
breathing, stomach ulcers
and bowel complaints.

There are major dif-
ferences between anxiety
distress and depression.
Anxiety clamours to be
relieved while depression
hides in silence; anxiety is
usuaily short-term, while

depression persists, often
for years; anxiety is highly
visible, but depression is
obscure.

the person's reactions. A
nervous, highly strung
person can develop heart
stress in a seemingly
quiet job in a library, while
a high powered busi-
nessman answering
three phones simul-

Depression is the ‘‘sad
and blue'’ feeling, with
withdrawal from others for
no apparent reason.

parish minister. Their
preface indicated a
“‘mounting crisis’’ and
‘‘serious problems of
stress’’ among clergy in
Britain.

Similar findings have
been found by a clergy
health study in Australia
by Dr Cedric, of the
Wellcare programme. His
study has covered nearly
2000 religious workers of
all denominations, plus
many wives. The results

will appear in the
‘‘Australian Family Physi-
cian' in 1979.

This study notes that
every year in Australia
some 40 clergymen under
the age of 64 die

prematurely from cardio-
vascular disease.

Dr Cedric notes that pro-
bably 80% of these are
"“unnecessary’’ deaths —
deaths that could be
avoided by life-style fac-
tors involving the whole-
man and his interlocking
psychosomatic com-
ponents.

BRITISH REPORT

The British report cited
four stressors influencing
clergy health:

1. Much blame of social
collapse is placed on the
church — some say the
clergy have allowed the
simple message of Chris-
tianity to be lost through
new-fangled ideas —
others say the clergy have
failed to move with the
times. Both accusations
leave the clergy to accept
arole of scapegoat; and

2. Most of the nation
now regards the
church as irrelevant —
the visable upholder
of a questionable
myth.

The clergyman can
not help being dis-
tressed by his non-
relevance, even while
he tries to be involved in
the life of the community;

3. The modern
clergyman is in a far worse
financial position than his
predecessors. There is a
strain to make ends meet;

4, Role ambiguity. The
role of preaching the
gospel is now mixed with
many other roles, and
many people to whom he
is responsible, and when
there are interpersonal
conflicts in these diver-
sified roles, then tension
really buiids up. How is he
to face each role, and how
to keep his own cons-
cience clear is a stressor;
and

5. Economic necessity
forces pastoral re-
organisation, so that the
clergyman is no longer the
“family doctor'' — but a
non-resident ‘‘stranger”
visiting several churches.

Other stress factors
were outlined, and the
report underlined the
need for clergyman to be
aware of the situation so
that he can take steps to
minimize the build up of
stress on his whole per-
son. ‘‘To be unaware or in-
different to background
and occupational
pressures is half-way to
becoming a victim."'
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IS STRESS?

of all the scientists who

Australian churches, and

Should a Christian acknowledge he is
“‘under stress'’? Or is ‘‘stress’’ just for
unbelievers! If the model Christian is not
always effervescing — and finds himself
down in spirit, will that produce stress
through guilt? What is stress anyway? And
what is not stress?

Is stress a factor in poor clergy health statistics?
According to Professor Jack Zwemer: ‘‘Clergymen have
particular occupational hazards which jeopardise the
length and efficiency of their ministry. These hazards have
largely been overlooked by medical science in the past”
... New studies on clergy health in Australia, crystallised
in this article, point out the major underlying factors
influencing stress loads and their remedies for a modern
day Pilgrim and his clergyman-evangelist.

Much of the pioneer work in clergy health evaluation
has been carried out by Dr Cedric of Wellcare, who
supplied most of the material for these two pages, and
wrote the article ‘“‘Revicide” from his first-hand
experience of four years in clergy health

His article “‘Clergy Health Study in Australia’ will
appear in the “‘Australian Family Physician" in 1979. He
has noted clear parallel lines of stressors (stress factors)
in all denominations, and lists them as basically: alienation

between clergy/clergy; clergy/family;
clergy/parishioners; and the clergyman and himself
hand of God — fo

assurance of salvation.

Another distress factor

among clergy is the con-

gregation! That

manner in

is,

which
church people approach
and deal with their parish

the

the

I+

priest.

Stress factors arising 'FYOM
from this have been .
carefully noted by Dr outside
Cedric in his work among 34. ean

make us

feel

TENSE

CHOLESTEROL
OVERSTRESS?
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THE TAX MAN COMETH!

U.S, RCCOUNTRNTS
TR%~ RETURN
SYNDROME

TAN. FES. MR RPRIL, MAY,

Our graph is taken from information given in a 1975 edition
of the US. “A.M.A. Journal” and shows the results of a careful
study of American tax and corporate accountants,

As you can see, about April, when their tax requirements
were due and had to be returned to the Government (a different tax
year in US.A) all cholesterol levels rose in unison.

PRESSUVRE

is recorded in the article
“‘Revicide" on this page

in America a study of 21
Protestant denominations
revealed 75% of all
ministers reported
periods of major stress.

THE CHRISTIAN
AND STRESS

Some Christians would
not like to admit to stress,
in the sense of over-
stress, or distress. Many
more would feel guilty if
their stress developed in-
to an acute stage deman-
ding sedatives, drugs or
hypertensive agents.

Yet the Christian willy-
nilly lives in a real world of
rush- and “hurry, shock
advertising, endless in-
formation, and above all —
change, which is itself a
major stress producer.

In a widely used stress
test questionnaire, The
Holmes Life Change In-
dex, death of a spouse is
marked the highest
change score at 100 — and
a minor violation of the law
at about 10 is the lowest
change rating.

In between these two

ever lived are alive today
— producing changing
technology that is almost
frightening in its newness.

For the first forty
lifetimes of our world man
travelled at a maximum of
about 12 mph. In the last
two lifetimes he has in-
creased his speed to more
than 25,000 mph (to the
moon).

Half of the energy pro-
duced by man during the
last 2000 years has been
consumed in the last 100
years.

A child born today will
graduate from college i1 a
world that has four times
more knowledge than
when he was born. When
he is fifty, knowledge will
be 32 times greater, and 97
per cent of everything
known in the world will
have been learned since
he was born!

For the Christian,
however, other more sub-
tle changes have oc-
curred.

His very anchor, the
gospel, has been
tampered with — and
made into an internal striv-

questions are numerous ing for perfection, or
others that you would spirit-filled life, or self-
maybe not consider surrender ‘‘gospel’.

stressors. A new baby in
the family, a change of
home (maybe to a better
one), marriage, or a pro-
motion at work.

These are all changes
that produce their degree
of stress. Added together
all changes produce a
total that is sometimes
over 400 units, and this
means definite results in
terms of physical
likelihood of iliness.

Yet we live in an age
where change is all
around us. Ninety per cent

The popular evaluation
of a person is: ‘‘Has he
been born again?'' — not
‘‘Is he resting in
assurance of the merciful
reckoning of God?"’ —
‘‘Does he speak of
Christ’s mighty work for
him?"'

This pre-occupation
with the internal has led
many to major stress
breakdowns. Countless
thousands have been
pointed downward to
themselves, instead of up-
wards to Christ at the right

THE BUSINESS OF RELIGION

and his role in the ex-

If we were to regard our

You will notice that about one month before there was also

slight rise, — can you imagine the cause? “Whoops. only one
month away to tax returns!”

Notice the dramatic fall after the tension-time passed.

Recent studies on exercise motivation confirm the above
connection between mind-and-matter.
Groups keen and happy in their exercise programme showed
a cholesterol fall; while those “gritting-their-teeth” about it,
showed an actual rise in blood serum cholesteroi!
“As a man thinketh, so is he".

This is the Electrocardiograph tracing of

one religious worker who took seriously the

T

advice given him. His graph one year

previously is at the top of the page. But a [t !

T

strict jogeing programme every day, marked

+
H
5

improvenment in diet and an improved attitude

to stress became his way of life.

clergy as executives, like
any other weli-run
business — maybe we
would heed such articles
as this (‘‘Harvard Busi-
ness Review'' ~—
March/April '78):

‘‘Businesses that
carefully assess every ex-
penditure often ignore the
costs of lost productivity
caused by poor health of
their executives

“The cost of a heart at-
tack or heart failure (often
through stress) ranges
from a minimum of three
times of an executive's
annual salary to millions,
depending on the iliness
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ecutive structure.

‘‘The American
Management Association
has shown companies
who implement ‘preven-
tive medicine program-

mes' . . . i.e. physical ex-
aminations, fitness pro-
grammes, nutritional

counselling, etc, ... can
reduce compensation
costs by 50 per cent, per-
sonnel turnover by 80 per
cent." (From Lifecare P/L.
Brisbane.)

The gospel is the most
important business in the
world. Its executives
should be the fittest in the
world.

self, in hopeless hope of
finding peace with God?
Such pre-occupation
leads to guilt, and frustra-

tion — mental
mechanisms, masks and
hypocrisy — the worst
stressors known to
psychology

Trying to be what we
ought to be, and never
reaching the impossible
ideal — the tension bet-
ween ‘‘ought’’ and “‘are’’,
is acknowledged in the
secular world as a major
stressor.

How much more damag-
ing when the “ought” is
an infinite?

STRESS REMEDIES

Recommendations in
the Lockington Report in-
cluded:

1. Regular wellcare
checks for clergy, ‘‘led by
a panel of doctors with
particular knowledge of
the clergy’s working con-
ditions, and understan-
ding of their problems’’;

2. Special clergy health
‘‘confidantes’’ — (by
“health’” we mean the
whole man in review);

3. Bishop, doctor, clergy
retreats;

4. Clergy smail-groups,
to know one another; and

5. Renewal weekends.

Stress remedies used in
Australia by Dr Cedric in
his Wellcare programme
includes the total improve-
ment of the whole man,
physical, mental and
spiritual.

Clients are advised to
“talk it out with a sym-
pathetic friend', “‘walk it
out’’ on a proper exercise
programme; ‘‘plan it out”
‘by careful forethought and
scheduling of each day.

Above all, to start each
day as though it were a
life-time that stretched
ahead. To start it restfully
in meeting with your Lord.
Beginning each day with a
confident hold of Christ as
your real Life at God's
right hand.

Get the will functioning
early. As Morling sug-
gests in his book ‘'‘In
Quest Of Serenity'’, start
the day with an act of faith
such as this:

“| believe that because
of Christ's work for me |
am accepted, | believe He
intercedes for me. |
believe His spirit will
guide me in life this day."

Then to plan your day
and to work your plan —
as to plan time means to
have more time.

through the conflict of what 0 be and what he
really is.

His study also showed that attention to basic common-
sense health measures reduced stress effectively (by
both improving workability and self-esteem).

Dr Cedric believes that, “‘If given the opportunity of
knowinn where they stand with their health and the need
for improvement, religious workers will make strides in
their well-being.

‘‘As a typical clergyman begins to exercise more, gets
outdoors, becomes thirsty and physically tired and drinks
more water, relaxes more, eats more sensibly, makes a
greater effort to get a regular day of rest and change of
pace; keeps reasonable hours of work, self development
and family involvement, then his quality of life and job
satisfaction improve. As he seeks to apply the gospel to
his own attitude, again significant gains are made."

e cudy showed significant scientifically measured
gains in health status among those who have participated
in his Wellcare programme suggestions. ‘‘Unfortunately
though, the deceased file is growing in size,” said Dr
Cedric.

‘‘Every year scores of men and women are leaving
active Christian service through premature death, ill-
health, and the drying-up of the ‘man in the machine’. On
the basis of my study this should no longer be permitted.
We do have the means to halt this destruction of
individuals, families, parishes, churches, and the spread
of the Christian gospel.

e oug

;
h Y h
Can there be any worse ‘ | ] ‘
stressor than pre-
occupation with the sinful ‘ / ‘

We know about homicide.

We have read of genocide and infanticide.

We have come across suicide.

But are we aware of something called “revicide"? Yes, some clergy practice it,
unwittingly of course, but their way of life has became a merry-go-round from
which it is impossible to get off. It probably hasn't been deliberate. It isn't
premeditated. It may have been done with the best intentions of showing the love
of God and promoting the extensions of His kingdom.

It may now be a good
time to pause to examine
your lifestyle. Aware of
the circumstances which

cause the symptoms,
‘‘revicide’’ can be
avoided.

« |s there conflict,

discord, alienation in
your relationship with
others especially your
family and those
working close to you?
Is your wife a full-
time, unpaid
secretary, hostess,
house-wife and
counsellor, with her
catering continually
for guests and callers
— aliin the rectory?

Can you spend time
alone with your wife
and children? Can you
spend a day off
together enjoying a
favourite sport or
pastime?

Do you have meetings
and committees

almost every night of
the week? Is your at-
tendance at them real-

ly necessary? Are
they always held in
the ‘‘homely’’ at-
mosphere of the rec-
tory till 11.30 pm each
time?

« Are your extra studies
really necessary? Are
you aiming for a
higher degree to keep
up with your peers?
Or are your studies
designed to help and
encourage in the
preaching of the
gospel?

the rectory
spacious, com-
fortable, quiet and are
there places in it
where you can be
alone or with your
family?

* Do you get adequate
rest and exercise? Do
you drive when you
could really walk if
you allowed yourself a
little extra time? Do

els

In accordance with the
ethics of
profession Dr Cedric is a
pseudonym. He was the
scientific consuitant for a
helpful book, ‘This is Life"
which sets out a Christian
view on the stewardship of
our bodies and minds.

the medical

you play sport or jog,
or walk or ride?

Do you eat regularly,
sensibly and without
rushing? Can you say
“no" to the cream
cakes, rich and sweet
food so often (and
kindly) provided at
church meetings and
suppers? Are you
constantly indoors or
can you combine
some of your work
with a beneficial dose
of surishine?

Have you a right men-
tal attitude towards
your work? Do you
compare your
ministry with that of
your peers? Are you
chasing “‘success” in
your ministry lcoking
for large numbers to
fill your church, or are
you content to sow, or

water, while another
reaps?
Watch out for these

things. Are they causing
you to commit ‘‘revicide’'?

Foot-path jogger Rev Billy

Graham keeps in shape
during his Toronto crusade.
Now 59, he has been
preaching for 35 years and
despite fame is a man of
grace and humility.
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Classified advertisements nay be
left at the office or phoned to
233 4561 up to noon 14 days before
date of publication. Charge is 15¢
per word with a minimum charge of
$2.25

Interstate
Services

Beaufort

COORPAROOQ: St Stephen's, Brisbana.
Cnr Cavendish and Chatsworth Roads
Visitors welcome. 7.30 and 9 am Holy
Communion. 11 am Morning Prayer (Ho
ly Communion 1st Sunday). 7 pm Even
ing Prayer. Rector: Rev Ken Baker

LETTERS

Anti Marx

Sir,

Your symbolically
unsigned editorial ‘‘Saint
Marx" of 21/8/78 is a

shameful and scurillous
attack on the World Council
of Churches, the Australian
Council of Churches, the
Christian Conference of Asia
and the Russian Orthodox
Church.

The World Council of
Churches is a fellowship of
some 300 Christian churches
in over 100 countries which,
according to the basis of
membership, ‘‘confess the
Lord Jesus Christ as God and
Saviour according to the
Scriptures and therefore seek
to fulfil together their
common calling to the glory
of one God, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit.”*

T'he WCC is motivated by
faith in Jesus Christ and
seeks o practice the
teachings of Jesus as it has
come to understand them
through bible study, prayer,
discussion, dialogue and
experience. The WCC is
guided by the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, not the gospel of St

Marx, either Groucho or
Karl.
¢ The Christian Confer-

ence of Asia is an autono-
mous regional ecumenical
body in which the Anglican
Church, Uniting Church, the
Salvation Army and
Churches of Christ in
Australia are members.
Anglican Archbishop Dr
Keith Rayner of Adelaide is a
President of the CCA.

The CCA is not “a
regional arm”’ of the WCC.
The Sri Lankan commune
you refer to is Anglican, so
therefore it seems more
reasonable to conclude that
the Anglican church is led by

St Marx than to conclude
that the WCC is.
* Your suggestion that

ACC concern about Vietnam
reflects a Marxist bias is
nonsense. As all Australians
know, our country was
involved in a long, bloody
and extremely destructive
war in that country. Now
that the war has ended, we
believe that Jesus Christ calls
us to seek reconciliation
between the people of
Australia and the people of
Vietnam.

The Vietnamese have
suffered untold agonies and
have an almost insurmount-
able reconstruction
programme before them. The
ACC believes that Australian
Christians should assist in
building a peaceful future for
the people of Vietnam.

Would you have accused
the churches of Britain and
Western Europe of being
Nazi or guided by St Hitler,
when they sought to help the
Christians and people of war
torn Germany rebuild after
World War I1?

You express concern about
the persecution of evangelical
Christians in Vietnam. The
ACC is concerned if such
persecutions are occurring.
For this reason we are
seeking to build a relation-
ship with the churches and

, the past 12

people of Vietnam. We can
neither know the facts nor
influence the situation with-
out first hand information
and personal contacts with
the people of Vietnam.

¢ In reference to the WCC
grant of $73,900 to the
Patriotic Front of Rhodesia
for refugee assistance and
agricultural development
programmes, you express the
thought that the WCC should
“*have thoroughly investi-
gated the matter before
channelling aid to the
group”

The WCC did just this.
The money for this grant was
allocated in August, 1977,
but not granted until a full
investigation was under-
taken. This investigation over
months has
centred on two issues: (1)
who kills civilians in
Rhodesia?; and (2) what is
the prospect for peace under
the Interim Government?

After a series of exhaustive
interviews with Rhodesian
Army deserters, it was able to
piece together a clearer
picture of the operations of
the Selous Scouts, an elite
commando style unit of the
Rhodesian Army.

From the evidence, the
WCC believes that the
Rhodesian Army is at least
partly responsible for the
murder of civilians. In
October, last year, deported
Rhodesian Roman Catholic

nun, Sister Janice
McLaughlin, confirmed
reports charging that

Government jungle troops,
disguised as guerillas, per-
petrate village massacres and
are the real Kkillers of
missionaries.

Further evidence includes:

e The September, 1977,
report from the Catholic
Mission for Justice and Peace
in Rhodesia;

e The United Nations
High Commission for
Refugees report on the raid
by Rhodesian troops on
refugee camps in
Mozambique in July, 1976,
which resulted in the death of
675 men, women and
children; and

¢ The recent report of the
International Association of
Democratic lawyers which
concludes that the 13
missionaries killed at Elim
Pentecostal Mission in June
this year were murdered by
Rhodesian Security forces
(SMH, 24/8/78).

However, no matter who is
responsible for these
massacres, the WCC (and the
ACC) has condemned such
atrocities.

After investigating the
prospects for peace under the
internal settlement, the WCC
has recognised that the agree-
ment leaves the illegal white
minority regime still in effec-
tive control and gives it veto
over real change for the next
decade.

The internal settlement
does not provide, as it
purports to do, for one man
one vote because its retention
of preferential voting rights
for the whites and of a parlia-
mentary system based on
racialist principles means that
the vote of a white person
will carry more than nine
times as much weight as a
black person’s vote,

Since March the Smith
regime has vastly increased
the scale of its aggression and
oppression against those wiio
oppose the settlement (eg, the
invasion of Mozambique on
31/7/78). The consequent
increased military activity of
the Patriotic Front has inevit-
ably added to the tragedy and
suffering of the people in
Rhodesia.

In making the grant the
WCC renewed its call for a
just and peaceful settlement
through negotiations
involving all the parties
concerned and in the {nterests
of them all.

If the recent Lambeth Con-
ference is anything to go by,
the ‘“‘growing’ dissatisfac-
tion with the WCC “‘among
all brands of Anglicanism’” is
quite minimal. The Lambeth
Conference reaffirmed the
Anglican Communion’s
support for the WCC as ““the
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most comprehensive
expression of the ecumenical
movement and also the chief
vehicle of worldwide
ecumenical co-operation and
service.”

Your comments regarding
the ACC and WCC reveal
some confusion. These two
councils are separate and
autonomous bodies — like a
Federal Government and a
State Government they have
different responsibilities and
programmes but do co-
operate.

Miss Skuse was elected
Vice-Moderator of the WCC
Central Committee in
Nairobi as a member of the
Uniting Church in Australia,
not because she was General
Secretary of the ACC. Thus
she does not have a respon-
sibility to discuss WCC
business with the ACC
Executive Committee,
although on this issue she did
consult with other church
people in Australia.

The paid staff members of
the ACC implement the
policy made by ACC general
meetings and executive
committee meetings. If the
writer of the editorial has
criticisms of the activities of
ACC staff members, he/she
should have the matter raised
by Anglican delegates to the
ACC Executive Committee,
It is the responsibility of
delegates to raise such
concerns.

You absolve yourself of
accusing Anglican
respresentatives on the ACC
of being Marxists, yet you
surely are accusing such
delegates of either not
reflecting the views of the
Anglican Church or not
putting forward such views
with sufficient force. It is the
ACC Executive which
determines the policy and
programme of the ACC (and
the activities of the ACC
staff), therefore respon-
sibility rests with the
Anglican delegates in
dialogue with the delegates

from the 11 other ACC
member churches.
Finally, may [ state

without hesitation that it is
Jesus Christ who guides and
watches over the work of the
World Council of Churches
and the Australian Council
of Churches.

RUSSELL G. ROLLASON
Information Officer
Aust Council of Churches

Rhodesian call

Sir,

It was gratifying to see the
coverage on Rhodesia and
Africa generally in ACR
August 7. Australian Chris-
tians would do well to heed
the call to prayer issued in the
Rhodesian Report as they
could ultimately be affected
themselves by what happens
in Rhodesia and on the
African continent.

It seems that politics is
taboo among many Chris-
tians in this country;
however, we live in days
when this separation is no
longer completely possible.
Australian Christians could
do even more than pray for
Rhodesia.

If they are so-minded, they
could write to their Federal
MPs regarding the accep-
tance of the Rhodesian Set-

tlement which is causing
perplexity there.
While reading ‘‘The

Wurmbrand Letters’’
recently, I felt [ was listening
to ‘‘a voice in the
wilderness” as he pleaded
with officials in the WCC
concerning some of their at-
titudes and actions. It is a
relief to know that he now
has some back-up by the
newly formed International
Christian Network, chaired

by Professor Peter
Beyerhaus.

Finally, I would like to
comment briefly on two

other matters. Firstly, from
the article ‘““Oobes and
Ghosties”, it was good to be
reminded that the belief in
the ‘‘immortality of the
soul” is a pagan belief and

Unusual slant

““This Is Life’"
by Robert D. Brinsmead
Present Truth Publications
Tweed Heads, NSW
$3.95, 195pp, Paperback

Did you know that we need
to drink 24,000 glasses of
water daily to enjoy good
health? At least, that's what
we should need to drink were
the body not capable of
recycling about 1500 gallons
every 24 hours.

However, as some water is
lost in the process, we do

need to drink about six
glasses in that time. -
This is one of the in-

teresting items on our bodily
needs which Robert Brins-
mead brings to light in this
book designed for individual
reading or for group study.

Poor diet can be a predis-
posing factor in alcholism;
many people would lose
weight if they ‘“‘swopped”
their morning and evening
meals; regular exercise can
save nearly 6000 heart beats
while one sleeps.

After outlining ten ‘‘laws”’
for successful living (pure air,
clean water, good food, and
so on), the author branches
out into mental attitudes,
relationships and ultimately
to man'’s need of God.

How a normal (sic) God-
less person would react to the
book's jump from the
physical and psychological to
the philosophical and
theological, I don’t know. It
seems simplistic, but perhaps
that’s because we tend to
complicate such issues.

Frankly, I found the
analogy of life as a mountain
climb a bit “‘corny”, but
perhaps that’s my problem,
And “‘total health” must be
difficult to appreciate by the
chronically or terminally ill.

Nevertheless it is pleasing
to be reminded that it is man
as man who is called by God,
not a soul imprisoned in a
body.

The Gospel is clearly
declared, although one must
question whether ‘“‘perfect
health”” ought to describe
‘“‘eternal life’’.

Allin all, a stimulating and
unusual approach to life and
some of its problems. Social
workers in particular ought
to benefit from reading the
book.

As most people are in-
terected. in health, it could
pro-e a useful tool not only
in roviding information but
in introducing others to the
Gospel.

Donald Howard

Mason’s man

“Will You Die For Me”’
by Chaplain Ray Hoekstra
222pp, Hard cover
Recommended price $9.95
Published by
Fleming Revel

This is the story of Tex
Watson — a man who has ex-

that the Bible teaches rather
that we “‘put on immortali-
ty”” by virtue of Christ’s
death and resurrection, on
our behalf.

Secondly, on your com-
ment on ‘‘being given over to
usury contrary to Biblical
injunctions’’ from the
Editorial, may I suggest that
Christians within the church
body consider copying the ex-
ample of many new
Australians by giving
interest-free loans where such
are seen to be needed and
funds are available.

(Mrs) A. FREEMANTLE,
Summer Hill,

perienced a remarkabie
change of purpose in life. Tex
Watson became a devotee of
Charles Manson and actually
killed for him.

Australian readers could
find a great deal of setting of

this book to be ‘‘strange
country”’. Charles Manson
with his strange rebellion

against the ‘‘establishment”
and his complete unconcern
for human life has not made
the impression in our society
that he has done in the
United States.

The crimes carried out by
Manson and his followers
together with the subsequent
trials did not get any signifi-
cant coverage in Australian
media. To appreciate this
book fully, one needs to be at
least familiar with the scene
in the United States in which
all these things took place.,

The story of the way in
which God worked in the life
of Tex Watson is further
testimony to the wonder of
God’s grace and power. Wat-
son is serving a life sentence
in a Californian prison and it
is good to know that he is ac-
tive in a ministry to his fellow
prisoners in association with
the Prison Chaplains.

Warm theology

‘A Warm-hearted
Theologian
and a Broad Canvas”’
Collected Writings of
John Murray
2: Systematic Theology
Banner of Truth Trust
1977, $8.80, 417pp
Hard cover

When John Murray lec-
tured at Westminster he ex-
pected his students to have a
working knowledge of Latin,
They needed it — he freely
quoted from Latin authors
without any translation.
Happily, Latin quotes in this
book (when they do occur)
are given with their English
meaning.

No dry-as-dust theologian,
he complains at the ‘‘confu-
sion, misunderstanding and
misrepresentation’’  which
have arisen from *‘failure to
accord to the love of God the
prominence that belongs to it
as the source from which the
atonement springs’’.

He seeks to rectify this in
his chapter on the atonement,
as he seeks to redress many
an imbalance in budding
theologians’ minds.

When dealing with
sovereignty and responsibili-
ty, Murray is careful to give
each its due emphasis. He
warns that God’s all-inclusive
foreordination does not
deprive man of his agency
nor of the voluntary decision
by reason of which he is
responsible for his actions.

To hear some preach or
write on sovereignty, one
may be pardoned for
wondering whether God has
left man with any respon-
sibility at all! (If you think
the book will provide all the
answers, Murray reminds us
that the problem is ‘‘a
mystery beyond our com-
prehension’’).

In the prevailing climate of
much that passes for
evangelism, his warning that
the faith and repentance in-
volved in conversion do not
receive their genesis apart
from the knowledge of the
truth of the gospel, should
prompt us to remember the
importance of teaching in
every aspect of pulpit
ministry.

The first section deals with
Man — his origin and nature,
the image of God and so on
through the fall and its ef-
fects.

Murray happily relates his
doctrine to life.

The 30 pages elucidating
the doctrine of common
grace end with practical
lessons.

His eleven chapters on the
ordo salutis include a helpful
exposition of the new birth as
set forth in John 3, and
outstanding chapters on
regeneration and justifica-
tion.

There are five chapters on

sanctification and nine on the
church and the sacraments.

This is stronger meat than
volume one, but it is the diet
to make us mature in the
faith.

“The twentieth century
may be remembered by the
church of the future as an age
in which theology and Chris-
tianity, learning and piety,
had parted company, save in
the testimony of a few. "’

So says the preface. That
John Murray is prominent
among the few is obvious
from this selection.

Donald Howard

Calvary road

““My Calvary Road —
One Man’s Pilgrimage”’
by Roy Hession
Hodder & Stoughton and the
Christian Literature Crusade
Paperback $3.20; 256 pp

In 1950 Roy Hession
published a little book *‘The
Calvary Road’, which has
circulated for years amongst
Christians in the English-
speaking world and beyond
— in fact it has been
translated into some forty
different languages, and con-
tinues to sell well.

Hession says of it:
“Everywhere it has gone God
has been pleased to use it to
the revival of the spiritual life
of needy Christians and
sometimes of whole groups
of them together. I have
heard the most extraordinary
stories of lives transformed,
homes restored and churches
revived through its
ministry.””  He was both
astonished and humbled by
its success. This is his
autobiography, the story
behind *‘The Calvary Road’’.

It is most readable, and is
painfully, yet lovably honest.
This is to be expected from
one who so emphasises that
repentance and honest shar-
ing which characterises
revival in a man’s life.

For almost all his adult life
Roy Hession has been a full-
time itinerant evangelist,
whose ministry has been at
times tremendously blessed,
at other times dry and dif
ficult. He shares with us
those ups and downs, the
happiness and tensions of his
marriage to his first wife
Revel, and her tragic death.
In particular, he shares the
secrets of revival, as he learnt
them from East African and
missionary brethren, through
painful experience and much
joy.

He confesses that nearly all
he has learnt has been
through his mistakes.
Perhaps that is why it is such
an encouraging book!

Leslie Hicks

Dead pulpits

*“The Bible in
the Pulpit”’
by Leander E. Keck
Abingdon Press
172pp, Paperback
Recommended price $7.50

The theme of this book by
a Professor of New Testa-
ment is the renewal of
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The Australian Church Record has
commenced a new service o readers. It
is a form of free advertising. A person
wishing to buy or sell anything can
place a free advertisement of up to five
lines.

If the advertisement is successful,
the advertiser is asked to pay The
Church Record 10 per cent of the value
of the sale price. up to a maximum of
$10 per advertisement.

The service is known as FREE AD and
runs on an honour system. The
advertiser will be responsible for
forwarding to The Church Record office
what is owing

BABY WEAR for sale. Dresses, Bunny
Rugs etc {as new), Pram, Car Seal,
Straller, Play Pen, Cot, Swing. 53 7624,

WANTED SMALL PIPE ORGAN,
working condition, whole or in part no
problem. Robert de Louth, 80 Merrigang
Street, Bowral, NSW.

WHAT A WORLD'!

by Lesley Hicks

RECONSIDERING ROME

So Rome has a new Bishop, and the Roman Catholic Church a new Pope. The church presided over by Pope
John Paul I is no longer a vast and stable monolith, a sort of Ayers Rock. To many older Catholics, distressed and
bewildered by the rate of change within their church, it may seem more like a volcano! Others finds exhilaration in

the ch 5, 4 new fr

from
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Listening to a radio discussion of the election of the new
pope, we were amused by the in-joke quoted by a spokesman
for the church — that the pope after this one will no doubt be

able to say “‘My wifeand I . .
say ““My husband and I . . . "’

Yet some still solemnly in-
tone: “‘Oh, but Rome never
really changes.”” Nonsense.
In the last twenty years or so,
and especially since Pope
John’s Vatican Il council,
there have been both clear-
cut reforms from above and
spontaneous grass-roots
changes of attitudes through
such movements as the
charismatic renewal.

For example, we Anglicans
and others are now officially
considered ‘‘separated
brethren’’, not heretics and
schismatics; and there are in-
creasingly in practice op-

portunities for Roman
Catholic and Protestant
believers to find a true

fellowship in the Spirit, and
in the study of the Scriptures,
that bridges the centuries-old
gulf between us.

In his newly-published
book *‘I Believe in the
Church'' (Hodder &
Stoughton — an important
and valuable book which 1
have just read, and will need
to re-read), David Watson of
York writes perceptively
about divisions between
churches in his second-last
chapter, on the unity of the
church.

OBSTACLES
TO UNITY

““The urgent and obvious
need for spiritual renewal
and structural reform within
most churches is frustrated
repeatedly by entrenched
positions held by majority or
minority groups within those
churches. We tend to cling to
our traditions, and in par-
ticular to those distinctive
traditions that have separated
us from the other churches.

“We therefore magnify
out of all proportion the
secondary issues which have
become the raison d’etre of
our particular group. No
doubt we justify these posi-
tions by a strong appeal to

"', while the one after that will

Scripture or tradition; but
often it is more a crisis of
group identity., We fear lest
we change the boundaries
within which we feel safe.
‘“The barriers may
separate us from other
brethren, but at least we
know where we belong; it

would be too risky, too
vulnerable trying to live
without those barriers.

Moreover, some of those bar-
riers were erected by the
Reformers at the cost of their
own lives.

“They are rooted deep into
history and cemented with
the blood of the martyrs. Can
we pull down those divisions
for which they gave the
ultimate sacrifice? Can we
betray the past and deny our
own heritage? So the argu-
ment goes.""

He goes on to quote Julian
Charley, an evangelical
member of the Anglican-

Roman Catholic Interna-
tional Commission, who
talks about changes in

Catholicism since 1960, then
comments:

““The situation can pro-
duce three quite distinct reac-
tions. The first is the convic-
tion that ‘Rome has not
changed’: the leopard has re-
tained its spots. Many Pro-
testants would go further and
say that ‘Rome will not
change’.

“‘Because they understand
Roman Catholicism to be a
cast-iron system, some would
£0 so far as to say ‘It cannot
change’. Others would even
add under their breath, ‘It
must not change — it would
make life far too com-
plicated’. Such an attitude
needs to be faced with several
pertinent questions:

‘e Have you considered
carefully the remarkable
changes and developments
that have taken place since
1960?

**s If that is not enough at

BOO KS * From Page 6

Biblical Preaching. The
author is often a speaker on
the subject of preaching at
clergy conferences.

He gives an interesting
review of the present day
malaise in Biblical Preaching
as he sees it in America.
There could be some differ-
ence of opinion as to whether
the situation is the same in
Australia.

His summary mentioned
above is the background for
many of the other things
which he sets out in the book.

What he says under the
heading of ‘‘The Bible and
the Church’' is something
which Christian people in
general need to keep in mind,
though not everyone will
agree with what the author
says about the origin and
authorship of some of the
books in the Bible.

Professor Keck is very
keen to see that ““moralising™
should cease to be heard
from the pulpit — though
here again some may not be
ready to go all the way with
him.

The matter contained in
the chapter on “Preaching

the Bible Biblically” is solid,
realistic and necessary to be
kept well in mind by every
preacher. If the principles
here enunciated were
followed by all who prepare
and present sermons (and
Bible Studies; there would
come a far more widespread
“‘hearing of the Word of
God".

R. N. Langshaw

New song

*‘Fresh Sounds”’
by Betty Pulkingham
and Jeanne Harper
120pp, Paperback
Published by
Hodder & Stoughton

This is a second volume of
words of hymns and choruses
which are finding such wide
acceptance and use in the
Christian scene today.

The words have been cull-
ed from many sources both
past and present.

The compilers give the wise
and very necessary reminder
that for personal, family or
group use, the music edition
is essential,

least to modify your attitude,
what do you require to con-
vince you that the change is
real?

‘s Do you really want the
Roman Catholic Church to
be reformed, or would you
rather it was not?

‘... It would be a very
sad thing if evangelicals were
to remain stubbornly inflexi-
ble at a time when the
Catholic Church is constantly
summoning its members to
seek repentance, reconcilia-
tion and intensified dialogue
with other churches.””

CATHOLICS
AT CRUSADE

Because of their ever-
increasing spiritual openness,
no doubt more Roman
Catholics than ever before in
Australia will attend the com-
ing Billy Graham Crusade in
Sydney. Some of them, like
nominal Christians of all
other brands, as well as those
who claim no such allegiance,
will through his ministry
yield heart and will to Christ
for the first time.

Back in their churches,
they are likely to find other
born-again Roman Catholic
brethren, religious or lay,
and perhaps opportunities to
meet with them for group
Bible study and extempore
prayer. Or perhaps, as in
some Protestant churches,
they may meet attitudes and
teaching that could stultify
their spiritual development.

A Roman Catholic friend,
an American, used to attend
a small Bible study group in
our home. Although she had
been devout before, it seemed
to me that she was a new
Christian — only recently
everything about her faith
had come alive for her — she
was thrilled about her new
discovery of Christ and of the
Bible.

She learnt from us no
doubt, but how fumbling we
found her devotion and her
discipline. And sharing
books with her, I discovered
for the first time some
remarkably evangelical
Catholic authors! But 1 also
bought, in a Catholic

with unparalleled

had come.

AD.

should it be singled out?

The Bishop
Speaks Out

More wicked than?

It was 1899 years ago tomorrow that the Roman city
of Pompeii was smothered as Mount Vesuvius erupted
violence.
population perished in that holocaust and there must
have been many who thought that the end of the World

Pompeii has provided one of the most interesting
archeological studies that modern man has been given.
Interesting because Pompeii was stopped in its tracks as
the super-heated sulphurous gases swept down from the
mountain and stifled life in a matter of moments. The
whole area was then preserved for posterity by being
encased in millions of tons of fine volcanic ash. Today,
as three-quarters of that city has been uncovered, we
can reconstruct life in a Pagan Roman city in the year 79

Some people with a strong superstitious streak,
maintain that the city must have been corrupt beyond all
others for such a catastrophe to overtake it. Why else

It is interesting that Jesus was asked a question like
this in the face of some tragedies that occurred in His
day. He answered ““No”’ these things do not happen in a
simple cause and effect-sin and punishment basis. He
did warn people that unless they repented or turned
from their selfishness, to recognise God and follow His
ways, they would also perish.

We have no way of knowing when catastrophes will
strike, the warning of Jesus is still relevant in 1978, both
to us as individuals and as a nation.

Almost the entire

bookstore, an officially
recommended handbook of
instruction in the Catholic
religion which bristled with
much that offended my Pro-
testant sensibilities.

UNENVIABLE TASK

I do not envy the new Pope
amid the ferment in his
church and the many
challenges to his authority.
Even within his church, some
believe his office should not
exist: Christ needs no single
supreme earthly represen-
tative, Maybe one day the
Pope, acting infallibly, will
abolish his own office!

Meanwhile 1 think I shall
pray for him, that he will act
wisely, live close to his Lord,
and lead his people in an in-
creasing rediscovery of the
Bible and the brotherhood of
all who are justified by faith
in Christ alone.

Appeals
HOME OF PEACE
HOSPITAL
(Deaconess Institution)
EVERSLEIGH
274 Addison Road
Petersham
NERINGAH
Neringah Avenue
Wahroonga
GREENWICH
River Road
Greenwich
These hospitals (320 beds)
undertake specialised
medical and nursing care
of chronically ill patients
of any age, nationality or
religious faith
These hospitals are co-
operating with certain
general hospitals in the
retraining of eligible
patients to return to their
normal environment
(home, etc)
Your help is urgently
needed for our immediate
and future needs,
including the
rehabilitation units at each
hospital
PLEASE REMEMBER
THE HOSPITAL
IN YOUR WILL
All donations over $2 are
allowable deductions for
income tax purposes.
For further information
phone or write to
The Chief Executive Officer
Box 124, Post Office
Petersham, NSW, 2049
Telephone: 560 3866

DOUBTS FELT ABOUT
NEW SERVICE-BOOK

The refusal by General Synod to allow the new
translation of the psalms to be included in the
Alternative Service Book may call the book itself into

serious question.

This suggestion is made in
the latest issue of News of
Liturgy by its editor, the Rev
Colin  Buchanan, himself a
General Synod member who
voted in favour of The
Psalms — a New Translation
for Worship being included
in the ASB.

The Synod approved the
psalter for use in worship,
but then refused to allow its
inclusion in the ASB. Mr
Buchanan writes that this
probably means the ASB will
have no psalter in it and will
therefore cost about 50p per
copy less.

Mr Buchanan suggests that
the publishers of the psalter,
Collins, can now ‘‘go into the
market-place’” and en-
courage Anglican worship-
pers to buy it now, thus get-
ting maximum length of use
for their money.

Another possibility, he
says, is for Collins to seek the

Church’s permission to
publish the ASB itself, ad-
ding their own psalter at the
end. ““My guess is that, in the
light of the Synod vote, they
would not get permission.
But it might be worth trying.”’

fter mooting the
possibility that an attempt
might be made in a year's
time to persuade the Synod to
change its mind, Mr
Buchanan concludes: ‘“‘A
much bigger issue also arises.
Is it possible that, with the
outright rejection of the first
item wh'ch has come up for
inclusion in the new book,
the book itself comes into
serious question?

“Is it possible both that
more members of Synod are
doubtful about the whole
project than was so two years
ago and that they will yet re-
ject other items? If so, it is
doubtful whether the project
can survive.”

Church Times

ACCOUNTS CLERK

The CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY requires a Senior
Experienced Bookeeper/Accountant. Must be capable
in all facets of general accounting to balance sheet
Typing essential. Part-time three to four days. Ring Mrs
Simpson 233 3711 for appointment.

International Tours.

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL ALLIANCE
Managing Director -— Mr W. R. (Ron) Bailey,
formerly senior travel consultant, Mitchell's

Fully Accredited Agent for all
Shipping Companies and Tour Operators.

Please note new address:
Suite 3, 13th Floor, Erskine House
39-41 York Street, Sydney, 2000
Telephone:

Airlines,

(02) 29 4136

full balance will

URGENT

CUSTOMERS NEEDED
Over the past few months | have been given thousands
of dollars worth of jewellery to sell as second-hand stock
— after advertising and handling costs are deducted, the
be donated
missions and church charities.
— many articles are good investments —
| still specialise in highest quality engagement, eternity,
wedding and dress rings and brooches.
FRANK AKEHURST
SUITE 14 — 9TH FLOOR
250 PITT STREET, SYDNEY
Phone: 26 6368

to church buildings,
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THE URN OF CONCERN'S IMPACT

CMS missionary, Miss Shirley Harris, speaking at the Urn of Concern Thanksgiving Dinner in

Sydney. Miss Harris was able to tell of the changes observed in the women who had attended
the Haggai Institute Course in Singapore, from her field of Pakistan. Miss Robyn Power and
Mrs Audrey Bowie, seated at the table, were also speaking at this function. — Ramon

Williams, Worldwide Photos.

“A MISSIONARY FOR ALL TIME"

Dr A. C. Stanley Smith died on July 28. He was the co-founder, in 1921, with his
brother-in-law, Dr Leonard Sharp, of the Ruanda Mission.

He served for 60 years in
Uganda, Rwanda and
Burundi to become the
longest serving missionary of
the society. He and his wife
Zoe, who survives him,
returned to the UK from
Uganda last year.

I'ribute was paid to this
““modern apostle of the
gospel of Jesus Christ’’ at the
funeral on August 2, when
many gathered to praise God
for his life.

In his lifetime he saw the
work pioneered by the
Ruanda Mission bear fruit in
the growth of an autonomous
Anglican Church in Southern
Uganda, Rwanda and
Burundi.

“A very simple man, so
loving, so humble . .. instru-

and Storage :Ixfcmul in bringing the light

Furniture Removals

the gospel to our

G. & C. Drew Pty Ltd country,”’ said one bishop.
68 Smiths Avenue “‘He was a missionary for
Hurstville all time. When he first came
T among us, there were barriers
i ""u' °“R""Y °’“|’ of language, culture and
ISFRONe HOMOVE s colour, yet he made an

Write or phone: 50 8366

impression on us. Jesus
After Hours: 53 7377 . o b

Christ had given him that
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The Australian Church Record has been
bringing the news on Church affairs for
nearly 100 years

an independent
provocative :
evangelical voice

Bringing you the most important Church
news from Australia and overseas every two
weeks.

Become a subscriber now through our
special introductory offer: $5.00 for 12
months’ issues (Normal Subscription $8.50)

The Australian
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Enter me as a new Subscriber to the Australian Church
Record. | enciose $5.00, Subscription for 12 months’
issues.

Post coupon to The Church Record Ltd, Square Level, St
Andrew's House, Sydney Square, Sydney, NSW, 2000.
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Stanley Smith with his wife, Zoe

love that
barriers."

penetrates all

““He will never leave our
thoughts,”” said Bishop
Sebununguri of Rwanda.

BETTER TO GIVE THAN RECEIVE

: ‘_‘Il is better to give than to receive’’ has proved to be true to Es and Beryl Way in
lhe!r lp.volvem_epl with a refugee family from Indo-China. Es Way, his wife Beryl and
their friends Eric and Norma Langridge, members of the Lugarno Baptist Church in

Sydney, have found true satisfaction as the result of their genuine

refugees.

Through the Indo-China
Refugee Association (ICRA)
these two families at Lugarno
have hosted a Vietnamese
family for the past 10
months.

HINGS WE

NATURALLY

‘‘Hosting"" explains Beryl,
‘‘is not a matter of money,
but rather of caring. The
greatest demand on us is a
little time. We have visited
the family at the Refugee
Hostel and helped them with
many things that we do quite
naturally, such as filling in
forms, applying for employ-
ment and making appoint-
ments. These can be major
hurdles for new people with
little understanding of our
language. Just an oppor-

tunity to practice conversa-
tional English is appreciated
by them.”

OPPORT TY

The Indo-China Refugee
Association is working to
help refugees to adjust to
their new home in Australia.
Like these folk from Lugarno
you too can help by sharing a
little of your time and expe-
rience with a family from
Vietnam, Laos or Cambodia.
A meal at your home or a
day’s outing can be a real
treat for these people. It may
even result in a lasting and
valued friendship.

sharing with

For these Lao girls Australia is far from the refugee camps
which were their homes.

School Certificate useless + Frompage1

Trinity Grammar has
introduced its own examina-
tion at the end of year 10 for
which its own certificate is
awarded. This certificate is
intended to let an employer
know more specifically how a
person has performed in the
basic areas of English,
mathematics, science and
history as well as in two
elective subjects.

A third factor

that Mr

West has identified was the
decline in a belief in absolute
values. Some forms of music,
some types of literature are
better than others. This is not
to mention the obvious that
some types of behaviour are
right and others wrong.
Employers want to employ
young people with a reason-
able ability in the basics of
reading, writing and number
skills but they do not believe
the average year 10 leaver

Archdeacon Eric A. Pitt

2 Eric Arthur Pitt, aged 65, died instantly in a motor car accident in Surrey,
England, on 19th July, last. His wife, Pauline, survives him. Both his sons live in

NSW.

He was vicar of St
Matthew's Rugby, when
Archbishop Mowll invited
him to become Dean of
Sydney in 1953. He was
already widely known in
English evangelical circles as
a leader in the Keswick move-
ment, in Crusaders and as a
BBC broadcaster.

Eric Pitt brought to St

Andrew’s Cathedral a
refreshing, down-to-earth
vitality and an unusual

capacity for friendship.

There were considerable
feelings abroad about the
appointment of an English-
man (despite the fact that he
was actually born in
Melbourne) but he quickly
won wide acceptance as a
man of great warmth, deep
humility and considerable
capacity as an administrator.

He was a godly man of
complete integrity and
despite much personal
tragedy during his years in
Sydney, his rich sense of
humour endeared him to
many.

“BRIGHT (Vic)

Cook'’s Pioneer Holiday Flats
Fully self-contained. Set
amidst acres of beautiful
parkland. Large clean and
comfortable flats with 1, 2
and 3 bedrooms. An ideal
holiday spot for all age
groups. Children
welcome.

Box 8, Bright (Vic)

Ph: (STD 55) 1233

He was always loved and
respected by the many who
worked with him in the life of
the Cathedral and the
Cathedral Choir School. His
achievements for the school
were very considerable and
the obstacles which had to be
overcome to secure the new
school building brought out

The Late E. A. Pitt.

his gifts of courage and
resilience.

Much of his life as Dean
was lived under the constant
pressure of meetings and
committees and he was far
too active a man to relish
this. As Archdeacon of
Wollongong from 1962 and
then Archdeacon of Camden
from 1969 he was more able
to exercise his considerable
pastoral gifts.

In addition to his life-long
association with numbers of
conservative evangelical
ministries, Eric Pitt had an
unfailing interest in sport,
playing cricket and golf
whenever he could. He
remained fit and vigorous to
the end.

His breadth of interests
was remarkable and included
Rotary, ex-servicemen,
Scouting, the Order of St
John of Jerusalem, church
music, the Church of
England Bible College and
ordination candidates.

He left Sydney in January,
1973, to take up the crown
living of Cheriton with Tich-
bourne in the diocese of
Chichester, He had spent the
afternoon at the home of
Canon Talbot Mohan in
Sevenoaks with the Arch-
bishop of Sydney and Lady
Loane and was killed while
driving home.

A memorial
held in St Andrew’s
Cathedral, Sydney, and
Bishop Jack Dean preached.

service was

has those skills and if he has,
the School Certificate is no
help in indicating it.

“What we discovered was
that employers find it very
difficult to gauge at all
accurately what years of
secondary education have
done for their young inter-

viewees. Because of this
uncertainty many potential
employers have deferred

taking on school leavers or
have insisted on hiring only
young people with the Higher
School Certificate.””

WORLDWIDE
PRAYER WATCH
FOR
ISLAMIC WORLD

A 24-hour prayer watch
for the Islamic world is being
organised by Sudan Interior
Mission’s Outreach
Ministries’ Gerald Swank.
The goal is to enlist “‘a select
group of prayer warriors to
form a chaim of prayer for
Muslims around the clock.”

‘‘Missions have neglected
evangelism among Muslims
for many centuries,’”’ Swank
explained. ‘‘Today among
Muslims there is a new
interest in Christianity; this
appears to be the time to
move in. Field work must
be matched by a corres-
ponding emphasis on
prayer."’

Those who join the Muslim
Prayer Watch receive news of
special items for prayer, and
have the option of being
introduced to other missions
that are working in Islamic
areas.

THE AUSTRALIAN CHURCH RECORD:
Editorial and business, Square Lavel, St
Andrew's House, Sydney Square,
Sydney, 2000, Phone: 233 4561. The
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ANGLICANS SUPPORT MARY

Brother Andrew (right) with his new book **Battle for Africa’’

at his news conference and book launching in Sydney. At left

is Dean Keaney, Manager of

““‘Open Doors'’. Photo Ramon

Williams

COLPORTEURING
BIBLES TO CHINA

““If people Down Under fail to accept responsibility
for China, the Chinese will soon be on your doorstep’’,
says Brother Andrew who is currently visiting Australia
with the hope of estabilishing bases in Australia, New

Zealand and Ind

Communist China. His
transported 20,000 Bibles
spent his birthday in China

Twenty years ago a young
Dutchman visited Eastern
Europe. He found that 2,000
pastors were without the
Scriptures as a result of the
policies of Communistic
regimes.

In order to provide much
needed Bibles he determined
on his return to Holland to
sell his newly acquired first
home.

Intervention by a number
of Christian Businessmen
made that step unnecessary.
However, a second visit
behind the Iron Curtain
established that the number
was now 5,000.

Since 1955 ‘‘Brother
Andrew”’ (the name by which
he is known) has visited every
Communist Country with the
exception of North Korea
and Albania with the purpose

Their main target —
organisation has already

to Red China. He himself
in 1977,

of smuggling Bibles and
other Christian literature.

Today there are four Euro-
pean bases for operation
Open Door (Brother
Andrew’s Organisation).
There are also bases in Latin
America and Africa.

His organisation is also
training recruits. Much of his
training consists in motiva-
tional strategies. Volunteers
also learn how to cope with
culture shock, answer
questions which are likely to
be posed by authorities and
relate to their Christian
brethren in the countries they
visit.

And of course there is
training for the art of smug-
gling scriptures. Members of
“Operation Open Door"' are

* To page 2

“I wish to identify the Church of England with all that this Rally stands for.
We thank God that Mary Whitehouse has come to Australia and we want to
assure her of our own deep appreciation for all that she has done for us. Also for
the sacrifice that she has made, physically and spiritually, in sustaining this
ministry. We apologise for the actions of our ‘lunatic fringe’ but we assure her of
our support!’’ said Bishop A. J. Dain representing the Archbishop of Sydney and
the Church of England at the Climax Rally of the Mary Whitehouse Tour at the
Sydney Town Hall, Sunday, September 24.

Bishop Dain then went on to emphasise that it is essential that

people’s lives be changed and urged those present to be involved in the
forthcoming 1979 Billy Graham Crusade in Sydney, to see such a

spiritual change take place.

Police Public Relations quoted ‘‘approximately
50" officers being present. They were at every entrance
and exit. Plain clothes police were conspicuous by their
walkie-talkie sets. Others had cameras at the ready, to
photograph any disturbance. People entering the Town
Hall had their bags examined, fortunately, for several
“items’’ were discovered.
basket of ‘‘flowers’". After
she had re-arranged them and
walked away, a policeman of
the Rescue Squad hastily
grabbed the basket and took

In spite of the security, one
innocent young lady

managed to walk down the
side aisle, to the foot of the
stage, where she placed her

illif e

Mary Whitehouse addressing the Sydney Town Hall Rally,
Sunday, September 24, 1978. Photo: Ramon Williams

it outside, while the young
lady was being arrested.
The innocent ‘‘basket of

flowers’® had concealed a
mixture of Hydrogen Sul
phide, more commonly

known as “‘rotten egg gas'’.
The smell quickly filled the
Town Hall but did not cause
an exodus.

Another group concealed
umbrellas and at a particular
time during the meeting,
rose, unfurled their
umbrellas and walked down
the aisles towards the exists.

Their  umbrellas  carried
homosexual and lesbian
slogans.

Throughout the Rally and
the following March for The
Child, the Dulwich Hill
Salvation Army Band pro-
vided the music needed for
the community hymn singing
and the marching.

Chairman of the Festival
of Light Advisory
Committee, the Hon Milton
Morris MLA chaired the
Rally.

Mrs Mary Whitehouse in
commencing her address
expressed her appreciation
for all that has been done for
her around Australia during
this Tour.

‘“The very fact of you
being here today means that
you are part of a great
movement. A movement
which is just coming to birth.
Just beginning to flower.

““It is a movement which is
saying, in a most positive and

creative fashion, ‘We have
had enough of certain
things and certain ideas,

which have had a false allure
. but we now see them for
what they are.’ 1 believe that

* To page5

THE CHURCH
ON THE
MOVE

“In comparison with the
churches in the West, the
feeling of the Asian churches
is one of moving forward in a
day of singular opportunity
for the gospel and the plant-
ing of churches. The idea of
closing doors is a myth,"" said
the Reverend Dennis Lane,
the Overseas Director of the
Overseas Missionary Fellow-
ship.

Mr Lane presented a series
of four addresses to the
students and faculty of
Moore Theological College at
their recent convention on
the subjects of the Theo-
logical Background to Mis-
sion, the Issues and Struc-

tures in Mission, the East
Asian Situation and the
Minister and Mission.

He spoke in terms of

mission and not missions and
underlined the fact that the
former concept reflects the
very purposes of God.

* To page 8

Rev Dennis Lane, Overseas
Director, Overseas Missionary
Fellowship

The hurt

M

Helmut Thielicke in his book ‘“The Trouble with the
Church” notes the deleterious effect unforgiveness has
on the ministry of a Christian pastor. It gives lie to all
that the gospel of forgiveness proclaims, and it robs his
words of their biting power in the proclamation to the
non-Christian person. It also saps the counsel of the
pastor to his congregation and undoes his work.

It is none the less true for every Christian person who
cannot face the issue of forgiving in the same way we
ask for forgivenness from God and indeed, the way we
have come to expect it of Him.

The issue of forgiveness looms large in the Lord's
Prayer where we ask for forgiveness from God in the
same way that we ourselves forgive others. The reason
why many Christians have lost the sense of God's
forgiveness may well come back to the fact that God is
forgiving them in precisely the same they are forgiving
others. This is how Jesus interprets the petition in the
Lord’s Prayer. Matthew 6:14-15.
may have
remembrance of the wrong inflicted may bring angeish,
and the consequences of the word or act may have

left a deep wound, the

deeply affecied the life not only of the person hurt but
also of his family. Many Christians feel that they will
solve the issue by simply holding the offender at a
distance and if possible avoid the person at all costs

“How often shall my brother sin against me, and |
forgive him’’ is a text that rolls readily from the
preacher's lips. However, until the enormity of our sin
against God of ten thousand talents is measured against
our one dollar’s worth we are asked to extend to our
brother, then we will rest content to maintain the status
quo on the issue, It may take also the interpretation of
the parable Jesus gave in Matthew 18:35 to shock us
into forgiving every one his brother from the heart.

In forgiving there may be times when it is not possible
to forget, but forgiving will mean that we will aim to
grow in fellowship with that person. That will mean we
will not hold the person at a distance not seek to avoid
him.

The converse of Psalm 133:1 is only too true,
“‘Behold, how bad and how unpleasant it is for brethren
to attempt to dwell together in disunity’’. Many will be
able to bear witness to that? How many are able to bear

How bad and unpleasant

witness to the truth of Psalm 133:1 at this moment?

Perhaps some of the problems of our Christian life,
our local congregational life and our denominational
life can be traced back to the truth that we are being
forgiven in the same way we are forgiving, and that
much of our anguish and iiouble is simply a fulfilment
of our Lord’s promise in Matthew 18:34-35.

We all affirm that forgiveness is costly when we
reflect upon the forgiveness of sins before God. Our
own experiences will tell that to forgive others is a very
costly and sometimes difficult and vulnerable step. Yet
our experiences will testify to the blessedness of
resuming and furthering relationships with previously

estranged brethren

There will always be the problem of people sinning
against each other as Christians by reason of the very
nature of the redeemed man who is both sinner as well
as justified. There will always be the temptation to move
away and break fellowship in such situations. There will
however always be the blessedness of forgiving, and the
sobering reminder of the consequences of refusing to
forgive every one his brother from the heart.

WOORE COLLERE
LIBRA

RY
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