I"NLilaSH

"xsafis®

HRE

Southern Cross

senreeribs - Sy dney’s kKids take over Cathedral

G eoff Rcibsoni

Jim Longley, CEO of Angli-
can Retirement Villages, will
leave his portion with ARV
at the end o ~ is month, af-
ter four years at the head of
the organisation.

The Commonwealth
Bank has recruited Mr
Longley to I|*ad up a new
business unit.

Mr Longley became
State MP for Pittwater in
1986. During his 10yearsin
parliament he held anumber
ofportfolios, including com-
munity services, aging and
aboriginal affairs.

Mr Longley’s departure
from ARV is a further shake-
up at the top of the organi-
sation, with ARV Chairman
Peter Watson to vacate his
role when he is installed as
Archbishop of Melbourne
this month.

But Mr Longley assures
ARV residents that day to
day care and management
will remain unaffected.
“ARV has a very solid base
from which to proceed,”
said Mr Longley. “At the
end of the day it’s all about
care. The villages have
great people in place to con-
tinue doing the job.”

Mr  Longley has
overseen a number ofimpor-
tant developments for ARV,
notably the recent comple-
tion of the Donald Cobum
Centre at Castle Hill, a $ 16m,
180-bed nursing home that
Mr Longley says is “the
largest project ARV has
ever undertaken.”

There are also plans in
place for the future, with a
host of new facilities, up-
grades and extensions hav-
ing been approved.

Leaving: Jim Longley
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(above, right) Some ofthe
600 kids who packed St
Andrew’s Cathedral on
April 1.

Amy W ortoni

In the midst ofthe grey city,
St Andrew’s Cathedral
stood out as a hive of col-
our, noise and activity when
around 600 kids took over
the Cathedral on April 1
The one-off event was
specially organised by An-
glican Youthworks, CEBS
and GFS for Sunday
schools and kids clubs all
over Sydney Diocese.
Activities included a
jumping castle, and even a
climbing wall inside the Ca-
thedral! While little girls
had a chance to make a
dream come true by dress-
ing up as a bride and walk-
ing down the isle.
Archbishop Goodhew,

Primates offer litde hope

Sydney Standing Commit-
tee, as well as evangelical
and conservative Angli-
cans round the world who
wanted firm action against
liberal developments in the
Church, are largely disap-
pointed with the outcome of
the Primates’ Portugal meet-
ing held in late March.

The Primates met in a
confidential setting in Por-
tugal, with no press
present, and, though they
promised a concluding me-
dia conference, only a final
communique was issued.

“We cannot identify in
the Communique any real
pressure to reverse or at
least halt practices previ-
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who attended the event,
said it was exciting to see
the newly renovated Cathe-
dral serving the people.
“Now that the Cathedral
has been turned around, we
can make effective use of
Sydney Square in conjunc-
tion with what’s in the Ca-

ously believed by the
Church to be spiritually de-
structive,” Archbishop
Goodhew and Sydney’s re-
gional bishops said in their
published response. Admit-
ting they were ‘greatly dis-
appointed with what has
been said thus far’, the Syd-
ney bishops concluded
“We hope they have not
failed the Church.”

Bishop Frank Griswold,
presiding bishop of the US
Episcopal Church, has
given conservatives little
hope from the Oporto.

“Theology is lived out
in specific contexts,”
Bishop Griswold told the
Episcopal News Service, af-
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thedral,” he said.

Event organiser,
Roxanne Lawler, said the
Cathedral was an ideal set-
ting, “It was novel, so we
had many kids and parents
who wouldn’t usually go to
a church.”

The day culminated in a

ter a meeting of ECUSA
bishops following his return
from Portugal. “Diversity
will continue to express it-
self | cannot imagine any
diocese altering its perspec-
tive [on ordaining homo-
sexuals in committed rela-
tionships or blessing same-
sex unions] as a result of
either the bishops’ or the
primates’ meeting,” he said.
However leading con-
servative Archbishop
Kolini of Rwanda was hope-
ful ECUSA would reform.
Archbishop Kolini told
reporters David Virtue and
Auburn Traycik after the
Oporto meeting that, “The
communique places an ob-

church service which in-
cluded children taking part.

“The gospel message
came through - Jesus turns
us around,” Ms Lawler said.

The organisers were ini-
tially concerned about how
some might react to the Ca-
thedral being used in such

a way, but according to Ms
Lawler there has been wide
spread support.

“People who love Jesus
just want others to know
about him, the Cathedral is
a building. We were told to
use it and fill it with kids
whichever way we could.”

from Portugal

ligation on ECUSA to turn
away from policies at odds
with the Lambeth resolution
[on human sexuality]”.

“If they want to belong
to the Communion, they
have to reform. But it is their
choice,” he said.

Others do not hold
Archbishop Kolini’s view.
English newspaper the
Church Times, opened its
report on Oporto, “They
promised that they would
not sit on the fence. They
did. They promised that
they would talk openly
about their deliberations.
They did not.” The Church
Times said the Primates had
‘calmed things down.’

“So far evangelical
and conservative
pressure has not
achieved the
desired outcome.”

comment by
Margaret Rodgers p7

Election of Bishop
of South Sydney

The Special Synod to elect
the new Bishop of South
Sydney will be held on May
4. We will prepare a special
report that can either be
obtained from your rector or
from Anglican Media (phone
02 9265 1518).

Positions Vacant pl16-17 Classifieds 02 9265 1506
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Growing church banks on Christ

BY

Jeremy H alcrow

St James’, Carlton moved
their evening church into a
bank last month.

They held two special
outreach services in the 300-
seat auditorium of the
nearby St George Bank
building on separate Sun-
daysin April. StJames’rec-
tor, the Rev Zac Veron told
the 240 people who at-
tended, that ultimately they
could only bank on Christ.

The event- which came
under the auspices of Syd-
ney Diocese’s Fresh Start
push to promote evangelism
- was rated a success.

Mr Veron estimates that
about a third of those at-
tending were ‘un-
churched’. Eleven people
indicated they had ‘ac-
cepted Christ’ and another
eleven ‘wanted more infor-
mation’.

“The auditorium is neu-
tral territory, so our regulars
found it easier to invite peo-
ple. People have a real fear
of church buildings,” Mr
Veron said.

He recalled a recent
wedding rehearsal he led,
where the father of the
bride was literally petrified
to enter the church.

“People have no fear
entering a modem audito-
rium - especially one in a
bank!”

His church has to usg in-
novative strategies, Mr
Veron said. “We’ve had vir-
tually no-one approaching
us for baptisms or wed-

James Flavin, Zac Veron and Stuart Milne, who took Carlton’s evening service to a St George Bank last month.

dings.”

The church building has
a low visibility, while the lo-
cal area is predominately
Roman Catholic, Orthodox
and increasingly Muslim.

In the past four years,
church membership has
grown from 74 to 200 adults.
A quarter ofthis growth has
been through new con-
verts. Equally significant,
most of this growth is in the
20 to 40 year age group
missing from most
churches.

Patrick Sze Tu was one

IN BRIEF

Olympic sporting clinics

Quest Australia are organising sports clinics for young
people throughout Sydney in the lead-up to the 2000
Olympics and Paralympics. A variety ofclinics are avail-
able, offering young people a chance to learn from
‘greats’ in their prospective sports. For fiulher details
contact Quest on (02) 9763 2800.

Frenchs Forest celebrates
St Alban’s, Frenchs Forest, celebrated its 40th anniver-
sary last month, with a church service held on April 2.
Archbishop Goodhew spoke at the service, which was
attended by 250 people, including local politicians and
members of the original congregation.

Blaxiand donates food to thank God
St David’s, Blaxiand has donated food and money to
Anglicare as part of their annual harvest thanksgiving.
The service, recently revived after some years, pro-
vides a time of praise for God’s gracious provision.

Brian Mattinson retires

The Rev Capt Brian Mattinson has retired after 10 years
as rector of St Thomas’, Auburn. A commissioned
Church Army Officer for 36 years, Mr Mattinson previ-
ously served as a Church Army evangelist in
Wooloomooloo and Darlinghurst. He also spent six
years with the Anglican Immigration Office.

New book for Enfield

A new history of the cemetery at St Thomas’, Enfield,
was launched last month at the church’s open day. A
Matter of Grave Importance contains a complete list-
ing of the almost 4000 people buried in the cemetery.
Written by journalist Sally Jackson, a parishioner at St
Thomas’, the book is available by phoning 9746 6959.

Journalist starts at Southern Cross
Geoff Robson has been appointed full-time journalist
with Southern Cross. Geoff is a former sports journal-
ist, who most recently worked in advertising. He is a
member of Jannali Anglican church.
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of those converts. Three
years ago he felt life was
meaningless. Seeing how
happy many Christians
were, he wanted to know
why. Through a contact at
St James’ he read the Bible.

“l was convinced and
gave my life over to Jesus,”
he said.

Mr Sze Tu, apharmacist,
says he now sees the worli*
differently. “1ljust want to 1
tell everyone about Jesus. »
The meaning of life is an-
swered. 1know that.”

Mr Veron said he has

Award for
HotM graduate

Wendy Regan-Evans, a
former participant in the
hotM Work for the Dole
scheme run by Anglican
Youthworks, has been
highly commended by the
Federal government for her
work with the theatre and
music program.

Ms Regan-Evans was
one of only ten selected fi-
nalists to receive an award.

Senator Helen Coonan
presented Ms Regan-Evans
with the award at St
Barnabas’, Broadway.

Ms Regan-Evans’ work
with hotM included video
production and direction,
set design and choreogra-
phy.

“The project has given
me so much,” said Ms
Regan-Evans. “l am now
doing things | never
thought | could do.”

Winner Ms Regan-Evans.

been intentional in reaching
those in their 20s.
“Leadership isabig fac-
tor - you need to put out a
vision and call people to
work out that vision. Our
society is in a state of flux.
A church needs a leader
and a visionary who can re-
act to a changing world. “
St James’ mission state-
ment is threefold: to bring
people into God’s kingdom,
to build members towards
Christian maturity, and to
send believers into the
world as Christ’s soldiers

and servants.

The three paid ministers
- Zac Veron, Tim Adkins
and Stuart Milne - are each
responsible for ‘champion-
ing’ one aspect of the mis-
sion statement.

“All three must be hap-
pening in tandem for a
church to grow,” Mr Veron
said. “We allocate 40 per
cent of our resources to
evangelism.”

About 70 churches are
undertaking evangelistic
activities as part of Fresh
Start this month.

Antidote to
culture of
complaint

“In Australian society
there’s a great deal of com-
plaint about institutions,”
claimed social researcher
Hugh Mackay at the launch
of Dr Bruce Kaye’s new
book Web ofMeaning: the
role oforigins in Christian
faith.

“It’s hard to listen to a
group of Australians talk-
ing about institutions with-
out hearing some expres-
sion ofdisappointment - we
want them to do better, we
want to trust them, we want
to respect them and even
to love them,” Mr Mackay
said.

Written by theologian,
the Rev Dr Bruce Kaye,
Web of Meaning analyses
the role of institutions - par-
ticularly the church - and
their place in society.

“Bruce finds that insti-
tutions are the mechanisms
of continuity in society,”
Mr Mackay said.

1 Have you been attacked
by pirates? Walked with a
lion? During the seventh
Royale Ormsby Martin Lec-
ture organised by the An-
glican Education Commis-
sion, Maurice Saxby
traveled into the world of
children’s literature.

So what should chil-
dren read today? Mr Saxby
believes a wide literary ex-
perience with a full breadth
of emotions and view
points can only enrich - as
long as they offer hope.

For details on both events
phone Aquila Press 8268 3344.

High school rock eisteddfod
grows in Christian maturity

G eoff Robson

Seven schools from around
NSW will participate in the
Bible Society’s Youthforce
Christian Rock Eisteddfod
this month.

With the theme of ‘Run
the Good Race’, each
school will represent one of
the seven churches ad-
dressed by Jesus in the
book of Revelation.

Danebank Girls’ School,
performing in the Eistedd-
fod for the third straight
year, will represent the
church in Philadelphia.
Sixty girls from the school
will not only perform, but
will be responsible for cho-
reographing the perform-
ance.

And for the first time, a
government High School
will be one ofthe participat-
ing schools. The involve-
ment of Crestwood High
School is a sign of the
growing stature and impact
of the event.

Utilising the creative
talents of the students in
music, choreography and
lighting, the Eisteddfod of-
fers “praise, prayer, worship
and thanksgiving to God,”
and has won the endorse-
ment of Sir Cliff Richard.

F 1

Students from Danebank during a past performance
at the Bible Society’s Christian Rock Eisteddfod.

This year’s event will be
held at the Hills Centre, Cas-
tle Hill on May 13. Judges
at the Eisteddfod will in-
clude Christian singer/
songwriter Nathan Tasker,
actress Liz Teale, and Op-
era singer Roslyn Dunbar-
Wells.

Christine Leaves, Pro-
ducer of the Eisteddfod and
Director of the Bible Soci-
ety’s Youthforce, said, “the
aim is to reach unchurched
students with the Bible’s
story.” A key aspect of this
aim is the use of funds
raised through the event to
provide Scriptures to Chap-
lains of Juvenile Justice
Centres around Australia.

Chaplain of Danebank,

Mrs Christine Olliffe, said
the event provides a
valuable opportunity for
students to contribute to
their community.

“The girls are very keen
to be involved,” said Mrs
Olliffe. “They know they
won’t make any money
back, but more important is
the effect on the way the
girls work together and that
they leam from what they’re
doing. There is a definite
flow-on into Dbuilding
stronger relationships.

“As a result we’ve seen
many girls become more
active in their own Christian
life, in their local church or
youth group, or in the life of
the school.”

May 2000
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We’re still a mission ageng”™

Recent decisions on Anglicare’s role in the Anglican Counselling
Centre and cross-cultural ministry have fuelled claims - which
Anglicare reject - that it is focused solely on social welfare.

Sydw ey Extr a

BY Jeremy H alcrow

ast month Anglicare
L was at the centre of

two controversial deci-
sions. First, the Standing Commit-
tee ofthe Diocese agreed to enter
into negotiations to hand over
management of the Anglican
Counselling Centre to Anglicare.
Second, Anglicare agreed to pull
back from on-the-ground support
ofcross-cultural ministry to allow
the five Regional Councils full
oversight.

These decisions say some-
thing profound about Anglicare’s
role in the life of Sydney Diocese.
But there is disagreement over
what that ‘something’ is.

For Anglicare it says, ‘when
the Diocese needs an agency that
can professionally manage acom-
plex issue it will look to them”.

“Both matters are about gov-
ernance of difficult issues,” said
Terry O’Mara, Anglicare’s general
manager for diocesan services.
“Regarding the Anglican Coun-
selling Centre - the Standing
Committee worked out an answer
using Anglicare to provide a pro-
fessional management. In regards
to cross-cultural ministry, the Dio-
cese found that Anglicare was the
best answer to a genuine strategic
issue. Anglicare will continue
fimding two consultants who will
provide strategic oversight for eth-
nic ministry in the Diocese.”

But for others it says that
Anglicare no longer sees itself
primarily as the ‘home mission’
arm of the Diocese. There is a
fairly widespread view - though
Southern Cross found an unwill-
ingness among most advocates of
this view torepeat itpublicly - that
the dropping ofthe word ‘mission’
from Anglicare’s name reflects a
shift in policy away from it being
a ‘mission agency’.

May 2000

This is a claim Mr O’Mara
rejects. “Anglicare describes itself
as a major welfare agency - but it
IS not. Its core business is the
‘business of spreading the Word’.
The factis thatwe do this in many
different locations - 60 around the
Diocese - from Chaplains in pris-
ons to nurses in Chesalon homes
to giving food to people when
they are hungry.”

However the Rev Stephen
Fifer, who represents Bishop
Piper on the Anglicare Board, be-
lieves it is not this simple. A de-
bate surrounding these issues has
been suppressed, he says, and it
is one ‘the Diocese has to have’.

“There are some hard lines on
both sides, and people are just not
willing to talk to each other. It
worries me that social welfare and
evangelism is being divided in
people’sminds. Some people will
take a hard line against Anglicare
because they are not only doing
evangelism. While others will
take a hard line against those who
won’t do social welfare. I’'m also
worried thatthere isagrowing di-
vision between parishes and
Anglicare. Parishes are no longer
giving to Anglicare, while
Anglicare is no longer fimding as
many parish-based ministries. 1°d
like to see more co-operation and

supportgoing both ways,” he said.
L cultural ministry (CCM) in
Sydney Diocese, Dr Alan
Cole agreed there was a percep-
tion the cross-cultural ministry
decision ‘is part of the shift from
Home Mission to Anglicare’.
“There is a question over how
they see the preached gospel in
their work,” Dr Cole explained.

“But in fairness to Anglicare they
didn’t feel that cross-cultural min-

ong time advocate ofcross-

istry was in their charter. They
were no longef getting money
from Synod and they couldn’tjus-
tify asking me government for
funding.”

This is a point that Terry
O’Mara would like emphasised.

“After régionalisation the
funding that Synod gave
Anglicare for parish supportwork
went to the regions. So we no
longer had fimding for cross-cul-
tural ministry and we no longer
had a clear mandate from the Dio-
cese to do this work. But we
agreed to fund cross-cultural min-
istry for three years until the is-
sue was sorted out,” he said.

Bishop Ray Smith agrees with
Mr O’Mara’s assessment.

“Since régionalisation, the
function of Anglicare’s CCM
team was lacking in focus,” he
said, adding however that his re-
gion had relied heavily on the
unit’s advice in establishing multi-
cultural ministry.

“The new proposal is the same
thing, only more focused,” he
said. “I am so grateful that
Anglicare has been willing to fimd
this proposal. It demonstrates be-
yond any doubt that Anglicare
wants to be ofservice to the whole
Diocese. And the proposal falls
within Anglicare’s original brief
ofbeing a ‘home mission’.

Dr Cole agrees the move holds
blessings for ethnic ministry.

“Praise the Lord that we were
able to start this ministry through
Anglicare. In the Lord’s mind it
might be a way of seeing the ma-
turing of this ministry,” he said.

Anglicare will ensure this
maturing process, says Mr
O’Mara. “The regions need to be
assisted to understand the critical
nature of cross-cultural ministry
as part of their mainstream min-
istry goals - this is the job of our
consultants. By 2025 one in five
Australians will be of Asian ori-
gin. It has to be mainstream.”

Anglican Counselling Centre

he Anglican Counselling Centre (ACC) will be integrated into Anglicare,

after the Standing Committee of the Diocese appointed an interim coun

cil last month to plan for the amalgamation of the two agencies. Standing
Committee also decided not to rescind their ban on personal counselling and
in-house training at the Counselling Centre.

Garth Blake, a member of Standing Committee who spoke in favour of
lifting the bans, said the ACC did not dispute the substantive requirements of
Standing Committee.

Mr Blake - whose wife is a personal counsellor - said that while ACC staff
had been ‘bmised’ by the inquiry, the key issue ‘is their conviction that there
should be a personal counselling agency of the Anglican Church’.

“The line between relationship and personal counselling is hard to define.
No other agency separates it out like this,” he said.

Mr Blake said supporters of the Counselling Centre were not opposed in
principle to the integration. They fear, however, that the people of the Diocese
will lose access to a recognisably Christian agency for personal counselling.

“ACC had proposed the integration two years ago,” Mr Blake said. “But the
model now is somewhat different to what was proposed then. What model is
decided on by the newly appointed ACC council will be critical to the accept-
ance of integration.”

Support for integration centres on the issue of funding. The government
has shown a preference for larger agencies. If this trend continued, the funding
for ACC'’s relationship counselling might be under threat.

Anglicare’s Terry O’Mara said that by being part of Anglicare, the Anglican
Counselling Centre would have greater ability to access government funding.
He added that there were not really any other alternatives.

“If the government and other agencies see you as serious and professional,
you will have opportunities to access new government policy.”

“Church agencies can no longer be run as a shoe-shop,” he said. “We live
in an era of complex and sophisticated accountability.”

Mr Blake’s other concern is that Anglicare’s model does not include any in-
house training. “The counsellors believe that a higher level of qualification in
itself is not enough. They need a training experience that integrates a Christian
faith with models of counselling,” he said.

Colette Read, a former research psychologist who put the original motion
asking for an enquiry into ACC, said that Standing Committee had made a
‘tough decision but a good one’.

“l am aware of allegations that the well being of some people deteriorated
through therapy at ACC,” she said. “I'm glad my concerns have been addressed.”

In its final motion Standing Committee thanked ACC staff for ail the good

work they had done over many years.

Mid Year Conference turns 251!

The MYC is an annual Bible teaching week run by
Campus Bible Study. The year 2000 is the 25th year
that MY C has been running.

To give thanks to God for His work in the lives ofall
the students who were faithfully taught the Bible
while studying at UNSW there will be a celebration
day on July 8, 2000. This day will be for all those
who have attended MYC, or have been involved in
the ministry of Campus Bible Study at UNSW.

Register an expression ofinterest email:
info@ myc.conf.au

Sydney Anglican Deposit Plan

Interest rates eis at 17 April 2000 cire:

Term Income a/c  Support alc
At Call 4.25% 4.40%
One month* 4.25% 4.40%
Three months* 5.50% 5.65%
Sbc months™* 6.00% 6.15%
One year 6.20% 6.35%
Two years 6.60% 6.75%
Three yecurs 6.75% 6.90%

Please call the Glebe Investor Centre on 9270 0448 or 1800
636 134 (toll free) for more information

The Sydney Anglican Deposit Plan is operated by the Glebe
Administration Board (ARBN 008 382 090). Deposits must be made
using the application form attached to the offer document. A copy
of the offer document can be obtained from the Glebe Investor
Centre.

*For fixed terms less than one year, rates quoted curethe cinnualised
rate with interest paid on maturity.
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THEARCHBISHOP OF SYDNEY'S
OVERSEAS RELIEF AND AID FUND

ANNUAL REPORT

“To be an Anglican ministry ofthe Archdiocese of Sydney to the poor and disadvantaged in the Two-thirds world”.

MISSION STATEMENT

A full copy ofthe annual report is a available from
the Appeals Unit, Level 1, St Andrews House or by calling 9265 1566

Operating Statement For The Year Ended 31 December 1999

$ $
Revenue 1999 1998
Donations & gifts - monetary & non-monetary 490,711 525,405
Legacies and bequests 5,020 -
Grants -AusAID 10,392 400,000
- Other Australian -
- Other overseas _

Investmentincome 22,689 41,105
Total Revenue 528,812 966,510
Disbursements
Overseas projects - Funds to overseas projects 495,231 1,244,628

Other project costs 124,170 -
Domestic projects - -
Community education 1,795
Fundraising costs - Public 108,263 88,903

Government & multilaterals
Administration 45,871 30,398
Total disbursements 775,330 1,363,929
Excess ofrevenue over disbursements(shortfall) (246,518) (397,419)
Extraordinary items -
Funds available for future use at the beginning 665,442 1,062,861
ofthe financial year
Amounts transferred to reserves (154,754)
Funds available for future use at end of year 264,170 665,442

Statement of Financial Position as at 31 December 1999

[ ifi

—_—)
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DISBURSEMENTS

Projects 92%
Administration 1%
Fundraising Costs 7%

SOURCE OF INCOME

Donations & Bequests 93%
AusAID 2%
Interest 5%

Assets $ v $
1999 1998

Cash 18,209 25,480

Investments 395,054 636,687

Property, plant & equipment 5,661 3,275

Other - »

Total assets 418,924 665,442

Liabilities

Creditors and borrowings - -

Provisions -

Total liabilities

Equity

Reserves 154,754

Funds available forfuture use 264,170 665,442

Total equity 418,924 665,442

AUDITOR’'S REPORT

To the Management Committee of the Archbishop of Sydney’s Overseas Relief and Aid Fund

We have audited the summarised financial report of the Archbishop of Sydney’s Overseas Relief and Aid Fund (Ihe
Fund”) for the financial year ended 31 December 1999 in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards.

In our opinion, the information reported in the summarised financial report is consistent with the annual statutory
financial statements from which is derived and upon which we expressed an unqualified audit opinion in our report
to the Management Committee dated 15 February 2000. For a better understanding of the Fund’s financial position
and performance, as represented by the results of its operations and its cash flows for the financial year and the
scope of our audit, this report should be read in conjunction with the annual statutory financial statements and our

audit report on those financial statements.

PricewaterhouseCoopers
Chartered Accountants

The ORAF is a signatory to the Australian
Council for Overseas Aid Code of

: Conduct representing our commitment .
Integrity evalues > P 9 A
acc%ut%/tability to ethical standards of governance,financial M.J Odlmg

management and public accountability. Partner

4 Southern Cross

Management Committee Members

Chair: The Most Reverend R H Goodhew
MA (Hons) ThL Hon.DLitt.
Archbishop of Sydney

Member: Professor M Lawrence B Sc, BE , MS, PhD
Professor of Information Systems, UNSW
St Mark'’s Darling Point

Member: Ms Anne Robinson BA/LLB (Hons)
Solicitor
St Alban’s Lindfield

Member: Mr David Dennis B Econ.
Division Director, Macquarie Bank
St Barnabas Broadway

Member: Ms Patricia Spencer RN
St Matthias Centennial Park

Member: Mr Ross Hall M Ps
CMS Federal Secretary
St Andrew’s Roseville

Member: Dr Ruth Russell M.B.B.S. M PC
General Practioner
Holy Trinity Mowbray

Staff

Director Mr Rodney Dredge

Ms Kim Vanden Hengel
Mrs Val McEachem

Ms Gene Field

Mrs Sarita England

Program Manager
Administrative Secretary
Administrative Assistant
Journalist
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Hie importance ofpastoral ministry

A rchbishop

W rites

e have called it being
W pastorally effective.

The words appear in
our Diocesan Year Book as part
of the Archbishop’s Five Strate-
gies for the Diocese. The ration-
ale attached to the heading says:

“Every believer being nur-
tured towards full maturity and
towards the discovery and exer-
cise of their individual gifts and
calling, and being sustained in
their discipleship at every stage
oftheir life.”

This element of the strategy
iIs not intended to stand on its
own. It is part of a larger whole.
The other four elements fill out
the conception of what is a well
rounded aim for the life of a dio-
cese, a local church and an indi-
vidual Anglican believer.

The experience of the grace
of God that brings us to Christ is
the beginning ofa new life. Turn-
ing to Christ places us among the
redeemed. We are justified by the
work of Christ. We are bom from
above by the Holy Spirit of God.
We are called into the fellowship
of the people of God.

So we are God’s beloved chil-
dren, warts and all. The pathway
upon which our feet are set is
plain: we are to follow Jesus as
faithftil disciples. The challenge
we face in our life of loving obe-
dience to God is to bring our lives
into conformity with the revealed
will of God in Scripture. It is to
see each person flourish and
grow into the fullness of life and
service that God wills for him or
her.

The change that Christ works
in us when we turn to him is of-
ten dramatic.

A veteran of the Second
World War shared with me the
story of his conversion. He was
part of a ship’s company of some
80 men. Only one was a follower

of Christ. He led another
crewmember to the Lord. The
change brought about in the life
of the second man was immedi-
ately noticed. So impressive was
it that my fiiend, who knew little
about God and faith, found a
quiet spot in the ship and tried to
pray. He said he did not really
know what to say. He said, “God
I want whatever it is that has
changed X. Please give itto me.”
It was some years after that he
discovered what it meant to tmst
in Christ. That too was a wonder-
ful example of the goodness of
God but the point of his story was
the impact of a changed life on
him.

Often it seems that what lies
beyond our initial encounter with
Christ is harder. That is, the on-
going daily task of living
Christianly, of conforming our
lives to the will of God, to the
teaching of God’s word. The
world, the flesh and the Devil are
real and their siren voices sound
enticingly in our ears.

We are children of our day
and age. It is difficult to be
otherwise.Without even realising
we are doing so, we uncon-
sciously imbibe and adopt the
values of the culture that sur-
rounds us, ofwhich we are a part.
It is hard to resist the calls to self-
indulgence and self-interest. In-
deed the more we go on, the more
we encounter the fact that our
greatest temptations and our
greatest struggles lie in determin-
ing in practice who occupies the
centre point of our lives: God or
self

The grace that led us to Christ
is the grace that enables us to
overcome the temptations of the
evil one. So daily prayer, medita-
tive and reflective consideration
of Scripture, are vital for healthy
Christian fellowship and for ac-

easy listening music
Interesting interviews
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W e are to bear one another’s burdens as brothers and sisters and thus fulfil the law of Christ"

tivities that serve others in the
cause of Christ. We are to watch
and pray, to be alert and keep our
eyes fixed on Christ.

There is no doubt that we,
each one, bring our own special
‘baggage’ with us when we turn
to Christ. Who we are, those ex-
perience that have shaped our
lives, they are part ofus and fol-
low us. Sometimes elements of

assist others to move through
their concerns and frailty to new
levels of Christian obedience.
Theirs is a specialised role in
helping a church or a diocese to
be pastorally effective. Through
agencies like Anglicare and es-
pecially our Counselling Centre,
men and women over the years
have been assisted in their bro-
kenness into a new level of life

how spiritually fragile we all are.
We are a community of the for-
given: not of the perfect. We rec-
ognise that we ourselves are
weak, not strong. We depend on
the God of grace and one another
to succeed as victors in the strug-
gle over sin and self Theoreti-
cally we should be the most car-
ing, supportive and appreciative
company of people that can be

“Through agencies like Anglicare - and especially our Counselling
Centre - men and women have been assisted in their brokenness
into a new level of life and discipleship. We owe those engaged in
this particular ministry our prayers, encouragement and support.”

that legacy, leftto us from numer-
ous sources, shape the way we
respond to events and challenges
in our Christian walk. At times |
have been deeply moved by the
testimony of those who have
bravely faced negative elements
in their own history and won
through to a deeper level of Chris-
tian faith and love.

We owe a debt of gratitude to
those men and women who give
time, energy, prayer and skill to

rengthening churches ¢ Transforming lives

Need a relaxing, soothing
time away, with a small
group of friends or by

yourself?

Come to...

Clifton Cottage at
Kangaroo Valley.

This is a modern cottage
located in a pristine
setting overlooking

beautiful Kangaroo Valley.

ltaccommodates
12 people comfortably.

For information
ring 8268-3335.

and discipleship. We owe those
engaged in this particular minis-
try our prayers, encouragement
and support as they help broth-
ers and sisters in Christ to deal
with those personal issues that
weigh them down so that they are
more able to allow God’s Spirit to
lead them more nearly conform to
Christ’swill for them.

As we regularly engage with
one another in our churches and
fellowships, we need to recall just

found. We are meant to heed the
warning that the one who thinks
he stands must take special care
lest he fall. We are to bear one
another’s burdens, not as busy-
bodies, but as brothers and sis-
ters and thus fulfil the law of
Christ.

Our growth to full maturity is
a task we are called upon to un-
dertake together. May God in his
goodness make us all pastorally
effective.

ANGLICARE.

SwarFailesore?

FREE SEMINAR
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ANGLICARE is sponsoring a free half day
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New mums to receive gospel gift

Little Lucy Stein arrives at Bowral Private Hospital. As a gift from Mothers’ Union president, Jan
Livingstone (right). Mum, Melissa from Mittagong, receives a gospel booklet Born for You.

Like 54,000 other Australian moth-
ers, Melissa Stein from
Mittagong recently received a
copy of Bom for You following
the arrival of her baby girl, Lucy.

Born for You includes the
Gospel of Luke and is being dis-
tributed by Mothers’ Union in
hospitals around the nation. It is
partofajoint project with the Bi-
ble Society in Australia which is
supplying the Gospels.

As part of her ongoing minis-
try at Bowral Private Hospital,
Mothers’ Union National Presi-
dent, Jan Livingstone, regularly

Thurs 8 June
6.45pm

visits mothers offering copies of
Bomfor Youas well as other gifts.

The idea of a Gospel gift for
new mums was first piloted in
NSW in 1996 using New Testa-
ments. The distribution was so
successful that Mothers’ Union
decided to take the project na-
tional during 2000.

Mrs Livingstone said 20 of
Australia’s 23 Anglican Dioceses
are participating in the distribu-
tion and are working closely with
the Bible Societies in their States.
The national launch was held on
the weekend of the 25-26 March.

Television presents an Australian

at the
Sydney Opera
House

Featuring the

Opera Australia Orchestra and a massed

Tickets - $10

choir of over 400 of Sydney's best singers.

Contact: Wendy Toulmin on 02 4751 9036 or
Ithe Opera House box office on 02 9250 7777

Give the greatest gift

of all:

hope

For over 90 years, Hope Healthcare has
provided quality public health services in
palliative care, rehabilitation and mental
health aged care in NSW.

Today, we continue to offer unconditional
love and respect to people who come to us
for quality health care - regardless of race,
religion or background.

Your donation will help make a difference.
PO Box 42 Wahroonga NSW 2076

Tel (02) 9488 2275 Fax (02) 9488 2289
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“Mothers’ Union mission is
to reach the homes of the nation
for Christ,” Mrs Livingstone
said. “Using the Gospel of Luke
is an ideal way of doing this.

“We distribute the Gospel to
people of all religious and cul-
tural backgrounds. Rarely do we
have anyone reject it.

“A woman in my own area
read the New Testament and then
did Christianity Explained. She
later made acommitmentto Christ
and had her child baptised. The
potential from this ministry is
great. \

IN BRIEF

Bishop McCall elected to Bunbury

The Right Rev David McCall, Bishop of Willochra in South Aus-
tralia has been elected Bishop of Bunbury, Western Australia. His
election on March 20 came after the first electoral Synod failed to
produce a result. The second sitting of the electoral synod was
presented with two nominations and Bishop McCall was elected
after the second ballot.

In an open letter to the people of Bunbury, Bishop McCall said
that he was looking forward to the move. “There are many similari-
ties between our two dioceses... | look forward to exploring with
you new ways for the Church to reach out with joy and enthusiasm
to our fellow Australians,” he said.

Both dioceses are entirely rural, and so suffer from issues asso-
ciated with the population decline in the bush.

As Bishop of Willochra, Bishop McCall spent the past 12 years
making lay ministry the central focus of diocesan life. The dio-
cese’s 84 congregations have been kept viable by a team of 180
licensed pastoral assistants.

Bishop McCall is well regarded throughout the Anglican Church
of Australia as a ‘conservative’ Anglo-Catholic.

Archbishop Carnley interviewed on ABC

The new Primate, Archbishop Peter Camley has spoken openly to
ABC’s Compass program about his views on homosexuality and a
range of other controversial issues. In the interview he admits to
being open about the idea of blessing same-sex ‘friendships’. This
in-depth interview will be screened on May 14. In the interview
Archbishop Camley reveals his support for alternate episcopal
oversight as a way through the debate over women bishops and
talks about his often strained relationship with Sydney Diocese.

Head of Indian Evangelical Mission to visit
Victor Sitther, General Secretary ofthe Indian Evangelical Mission,
will be visiting Australia throughout May. Mr Sitther will be speak-
ing at various meetings on the church’s response to persecution .
For details phone Jocelin Salins on 02 4758 8592.

Niie welcomes UN criticism of injecting room
Rev Fred Nile MLC has welcomed the visit of United Nations nar-
cotics control board members, who visited Australia last month to
investigate the government’s proposed injecting rooms. The UN
board has been critical of the government proposal, believing the
establishment of drug injecting rooms “facilitates illicit drug traf-
ficking”. Rev Nile said, “this experiment will only assist heroin
addicts to maintain their addiction, with no avenue for escape.”

Songs ofPraiseat OperaHouse

Popular British worship program
Songs ofPraise will visit Sydney
next month to film two Austral-
ilan-based programs as part of the
BBC’s lead-up to the Olympic
Games.

The programs will centre on a
special Christian Gala Concert at
the Sydney Opera House on June
8. The concert will showcase the
best Christian musicians and per-
formers from around Australia.

A numberoflocally produced
segments will also feature, cap-
turing Australia’s famous land-
marks, while allowing the show’s
worldwide audience of20 million
to meet the people behind the
churches of the Olympic city .

Songs of Praise producer
Medwyn Hughes, was in Sydney
recently to prepare for the con-
cert. He said he is looking forward
to recording at the Opera House,
which he described as ‘one ofthe
world’s great music centres’,

“It should be quite a night,
and the response so far from all
quarters has been very good,”
said Mr. Hughes.

Producer of Songs of Praise
for six and a half years, Mr
Hughes found his start with the
BBC as a sound technician 25
years ago. Working on Songs of
Praise has allowed him to form
special relationships with many
of the show’s guest performers,
including the legendary Harry
Secombe.

Last year, when Mr Secombe
suffered a stroke and was diag-
nosed with prostate cancer, Mr
Hughes supported him through
the experience.

Medwyn Hughes, producerofthe BBC’s Songs of Praise, In Sydney.

“I spentalotoftime with him
during that period of rehabilita-
tion, and ended up producing a
documentary on his road to re-
covery,” said Mr Hughes. “What
came through was how his own
faith was important to him.”

Soon to celebrate its 40th an-
niversary, Songs o fPraise is one
of Britain’s longest-running pro-
grams. And, with an audience of
around five million in the UK, it
has remained popular and rel-
evant despite changes in church
attendance patterns.

“We’re still the best at what
we do,” said Mr. Hughes. “Our
standard of music and singing is
something that people consist-
ently want to see and hear.”

Songs of Praise can be seen every
Sunday morning at 11am on ABC.

The special Australian editions will
screen in England in August and
September, prior to the Sydney OI-
ympic Games. Tickets for the Songs
of Praise Christian Gala Concert are
available from Ticketek. Phone 9266

4800.
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little hope of
reform from Primates

comment
by Margaret Rodgers

he greatly anticipated meet-
T ing of the Primates of the

Anglican Communion was
held in Oporto, Portugal in late
March. In amotion sent to every
Primate, Sydney Standing Com-
mittee issued a strong call for the
Primates, ‘to affirm in the face of
current denials’ the traditional
teaching of the Church on both
foundational doctrines and moral
teaching.

On the Primates’ agenda was
discussion of the liberal attitudes
and practices of many bishops,
clergy and laity of the Episcopal
Church of the United States
(ECUSA). Many there are press-
ing for the church to accept the
ordination of practising homo-
sexuals and church recognition
and ‘blessing’ of same-sex ‘mar-
riages’. Large parts of the US
church are already accepting
these practices.

Immediately prior to the meet-
ing, two Primates, Archbishops
Kolini of Rwanda and Tay of
South East Asia, had consecrated
as bishops two American clergy,
so that they might minister to
evangelical and conservative US
Anglicans who felt they could no
longer receive ministry from their
liberal bishops and clergy. These
US Episcopalians want pastoral
ministry and oversight from bish-
ops who adhere to the doctrinal
and moral traditions of Christian-
ity, based on Scriptural teaching.

Many hopes rested on the
Primates’ meeting. The conserva-
tives looked for the Primates to
press urgently for the Presiding
Bishop of ECUSA, the Most Rev
Frank Griswold, to lead his
church away from its liberal prac-
tices, and to give recognition to
the ministries of Bishops Chuck
Murphy and John H. Rodgers, the
two recently consecrated for min-
istry to US conservatives.

But the Primates’ Commimi-
que contains no definite promises
of action.

Bishop Rowan Williams, Pri-
mate of Wales, wrote a post-
Oporto article, ‘Our differences
need not destroy us’ for The Tab-
let, the English Catholic journal.

“Many obviously expected
the meeting to deliver a firm con-
demnation of this action....But
what emerged was - perhaps
predicably - a less dramatic out-
come, which some will undoubt-
edly be seen as a typical bit of
Anglican evasiveness,” Bishop
Williams wrote. “The meeting
seemed to have no appetite for
denunciation, or even direct ap-
peal to the United States for a
moratorium on gay ordinations;
the seriousness of the concern
was registered, and the presiding
bishop of the Episcopal Church
was left to work out with his
house of bishops what the impli-
cations might be,” he wrote.

Some US parishes are already
indicating they will seek ministry
from Bishops Murphy and
Rodgers.

IN BRIEF

Carey says CofE will be disestablished

UK - The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr George Carey, has said he
does not believe the Church of England will retain its constitu-
tional position as England’s established church. “What is impor-
tant is the church’s ministry continuing in every parish,” Dr Carey
added. British Prime Minister Tony Blair is opposed to changing
the status of the Church of England.

Kamapala cracks down on cults

UGANDA - The recent deaths 0930 members ofareligious cult in
Uganda has sparked animosity against non-mainstream churches,
amid allegations that a police crackdown on churches has begun.
Police have resolved to, “Watch closely the activities of churches
and may withdraw licences from any church suspected to be in-
volved in activities contrary to what it was licenced for.” Many
Ugandan church leaders have vowed to resist the move, saying
the government is interfering with religious freedom.

Coronation service may become ‘multi-faith’
UK - The Prince of Wales could be crowned King in a multi-faith
inauguration ceremony, rather than the 1,000-year-old Coronation
service. A proposal being considered by the UK Government claims
the establishment of the Church of England causes ‘religious dis-
advantage’ to other faiths and Christian denominations, and the
ceremony may no longer be appropriate in modem multi-cultural
Britain. Proposals, including the involvement of other religious
leaders, rewriting the oath and abandoning Holy Communion, have
been discussed. The Prince of Wales has made clear that he wants
to be the ‘defender of faith’ rather than the ‘defender of the faith’,
to reflect the many religions practised in Britain.

Attacks on Christians puts aid at risk

SUDAN - Persecution of Christians in Southern Sudan has inten-
sified, with a series of bombing raids on a hospital in the city of
Lui. Franklin Graham, President ofSamaritan3 Purse, which oper-
ates the hospital, will plead the case of the persecuted Sudanese
to the US Senate Foreign Relations Committee. “We want to again
urge the global community to reject this Government’s ethnic and
religious cleansing,” said Mr Graham. The Lui hospital has be-
come a consistent target of Government bombing raids since Sa-
maritan § Purse signed a memorandum of understanding with the
Sudanese People’s Liberation Army on March 1. Other aid agen-
cies, including World Vision, are reconsidering their reliefprojects
in southern Sudan because they are unwilling to sign the memo-
randum.
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urther north, Canada’s New

Westminister diocese is en-

gaged inatwo year program
of discussion about the recogni-
tion of same-sex ‘marriages’ and
the use of a diocesan liturgy to
bless them. Parishes are ‘twinned’
for the discussions.

The Rev David Short, trained
at Sydney’s Moore College and
son of Bishop Ken Short, is rec-
tor of St John’s, Shaughnessy, a
large and growing parish in that
diocese. Canada’s Anglican Jour-

nal, reported David Short saying,
“Traditionalists have contem-
plated what to do if the diocese
was to move to bless same-sex
unions, although they have taken
no legal or investigative steps in
that direction.”

He told the Anglican Jour-
nal, “The biggest issue in the An-
glican Church of Canada in-
volves a crisis in membership and
a loss of confidence in the lead-
ership. The same-sex dialogue
detracts from that,” he said.

Your HELPgives
HOPE to .

Care with me through
my Winter Appeal and
help bring reliefto
those struggling to keep
pace with today’'s fast
moving socwity.

WORLD NEWS

Archbishop Goodhew and
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leagues around the world to de-
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LETTERS

Trouble on the minister merry-go-round

Regarding the article ‘Step offthe
merry-go-round’. (SC, March). |
am not a nominator - nor am |
likely to be while employed as a
lay stipendiary associate pastor!
However, our parish in the heart
of Mt Druitt, is vacant and our
nominators are hard at work. And
boy, isn’t it hard work compared
to the wealthy, attractive parishes
of Lindfield and Vaucluse!

The very fact that those two
parishes now have their new Rec-
tors speaks volumes of the North
Shore-Eastern Suburbs/ Western
Suburbs divide.

Itis all very well for Mr Judd
to apply his experience in busi-
ness to the task of searching for
a new rector (although, can I
state the obvious and say that
the church is NOT a business,
anda RectorisNOT aCEQO?), but
what of parishes like ours with
far less ‘business’ experience?

More Letters

on the web

Due to the large amount of
correspondence this month, more
letters on the following issues only
appear on our website
www.anglicanmediasydney.asn.au
* Anglican Counselling Centre
» St Andrew's House bar

* Archbishop Carniey's views
* Lay presidency

* Archbishop Goodhew on
being Christian in a pagan land.

Just follow the links to Southern
Cross and then to the letters page.

APOLOGY - A crucial section of
Ross Nicholson's letter - printed in
the last issue - was omitted during
the editing process. The full and
complete text of this letter also
appears on our website. We
apologise for any offence caused.

SYDNEY
diary

Sat, 13 May, 9.30am-3.30pm:
Anglicare Emergency Serv-
ices Training Day at St
Cuthbert’s, South Carlton. En-
quiries: 9895 8000.

Tues, 16 May, 7-10pm:
Anglicare Emergency Serv-
ices Training Day at StJohn’s,
Camden. Enquiries: 9895 8000.
Sat, 20 May, 10.30am: Prayer
Book Day, St Mary’s
Waverley.

Thurs, 25 May, 9.30am-
3.30pm: Anglicare Emergency
Services Training Day, St
Marie’s, Sadlier. Eng: 9895 8000
Fri, 26 May, 7.00 for 7.30pm:
CMS Fellowship Dinner at
Yamba Sports Club, Woden.
Enquiries: 9267-3711.

Wed, 31 May, 9.30am-
12.30pm: Anglicare Emer-
gency Refresher Training
Workshop at Anglicare Head
Office. RSVP Mon, 22 May.

>

Rev Allan Blanch from rector,
Beecroft to rector, St Philip’s
York St, Sydney 31.5.00.

Rev Richard Humphrey from
assistant minister, St Martin’s
Killara to rector, Cronulla par-
ish 8.7.2000.

CLERGY
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How are they meant to handle the
tasking of ‘recmitment’?

Our nominators are actually
just regular, faithful Christians -
not business gurus skilled in ‘re-
cruitment’. To the best of my
knowledge, they are looking for
a godly, faithful Christian who is
enthusiastic to teach and pastor
the Christians here.

Despite this, potential rectors
are not exactly beating a path to
come and serve at Mt Druitt. Like
Mr Judd, they have experienced
extraordinary rudeness from po-
tential nominees. Unlike MrJudd,
we have had virtually noone pre-
pared to even come and look at
the Parish, let alone submit them-
selves to an interview.

How do some of our ordained
ministers look themselves in the
mirror each day, having behaved
in an offensive manner to our
nominators, and decided instan-

Analysis o f
Melbourne

election flawed

Comments about the election of Mel-
bourne’s new Archbishop were at-
tributed to Peter Comey and Peter
Adam. (SC, April) It turns out their
‘texts’ were an interpretation by the
editor of Southern Cross after phone
conversations with them. Tut, tut!

Peter Comey seemed to suggest
only evangelical parishes deemed
successful offer gospel focused min-
istry; that only the appointment of
evangelicals by the new man would
lead us forward; and that Bishop
Watson’s Melbourne brief incum-
bency must simply prepare us for
the evangelical Archbishop to follow
him. Peter C is out of town so | can-
not clarify what he intended. But
such an agendawould be divisive and
disappointing if intended as printed.

Peter Adam’s piece contended,
“we evangelicals achieved his elec-
tion through prayer rather than po-
litical wheeling and dealing”. Read-
ers might feel a broad antithesis was
implied with the behaviour of Mel-
bourne anglo-catholics; whereas he
assures me his intent was to celebrate
aparticularly charitable election proc-
ess in Melbourne this time.

Peter Watson could never have
been elected on evangelical votes.
When catholic candidates could go
no further, a decent evangelical re-
mained who had achieved a simple
majority. Sufficient catholic clergy
swung their votes to him to give him
awelcome. Melbourne catholic An-
glicans take for granted that some of
their Archbishops should be evan-
gelical, out of respect for the best of
evangelical vision and fellow-feeling
with Melbourne’s evangelicals. It
would be a shock if leading local
evangelicals turned out not to have
the same largeness of mind.

In Melbourne, whose mixture of
theologies and pastoral strategies is
a great strength, the great majority
want to encourage what is best in
each other, in greater mutual respect
and love. We want not the mono-
chrome, nor division, nor anschluss.

Rev Val Rogers
Armadale, VIC

Apology

The comments on the Melbourne
episcopal election from Peter Corney
and Peter Adam were edited versions of
interviews with the men. As a result, some
unintended distortion resulted in the final
copy. In particular Peter Adam's comment,
We evangelicals achieved his election
through prayer’ should have read We (the
Diocese of Melbourne) achieved his
election through prayer’. Southern Cross
apologises for any offence caused.

taneously that God doesn’t want
them to serve at Mt Druitt?

The article mentioned the lack
of a manual. How tofind a new
Rector, but jokes aside, this is
badly needed. Our nominators’
experience is that basic informa-
tion (such as the three month limit
on nominations) is not explained,
let alone put in writing.

The whole process urgently
needs an overhaul. Some of our
ordained men need to rediscover
graciousness and a sense of be-
ing open to serving God.

Neil Atwood
Emerton, NSW

Jeremy Halcrow’s article (SC,
March) contained lots of good
advice for parishes facing the
search for a new rector.
However, one statement in his
article is grossly misleading - that
the diocesan nominators “..know

Sydneysupports
rninistryof

layw om cn

Wendy Swanton calls for the expan-
sion of ‘peoples’ awareness of all
the work being done by women in
the local church” (SC April). |
couldn’t agree with her more. God is
at work through the faithful minis-
try of women in teaching, pastoring,
administration, writing, evangelism
and so on, and bringing great blessing
to many in our city from it. In one
sense, whether a woman is ordained
or not is irrelevant.

What | hope people in the dio-
cese understand, is that there is dioc-
esan support available for the train-
ing of women for ordained and lay
ministry. We seem to have no prob-
lem with titles for ordained ministry
- the term ‘reverend’ still does have
some currency it appears. But there
are problems with the titles for lay
ministry. The term ‘parish sister’ is
both anachronistic and unhelpful,
since parish sisters were seen to be
deaconesses in training, and that func-
tion has largely been subsumed in the
ministry ofwomen deacons. So what
term can be used to indicate that theo-
logical training is being supported by
the diocese for lay ministry? ‘Dioc-
esan lay worker’ has been chosen as
the simplest descriptor of the posi-
tion. That term applies from the be-
ginning ofthis year. In fairness, how-
ever, those who were already train-
ing continue to be parish sister can-
didates, and will be so licensed.

In fact, the Archbishop commis-
sioned two women as parish sisters
recently. Financial support from the
diocese is still forthcoming for
women for both lay and ordained
ministry.

Archdeacon Di Nicolios
Sydney, NSW
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most ministers in Sydney...”

Considering that the dioc-
esan nominators total only 6
members, three of whom are
clergy involved full time in their
own parishes, and three laymen,
presumably also involved in their
own parishes, it is unlikely that
they would have firsthand Imowl-
edge of more than a small pro-
portion of potential candidates.

| know that in my own case
none of the present diocesan
nominators has ever had any
contact with my ministry. Any
other information they might have
can only be from the ‘diocesan
grapevine’, dare | say ‘gossip’,
or from files kept by diocesan au-
thorities. Any information from
the latter is highly dubious, as the
clergyman concerned has no way
of correcting possible misinfor-
mation they may contain.

Itis a great weaknesses of our

system that we ask Diocesan
Nominators to recommend poten-
tial rectors, or even worse to veto
possible candidates, on the ba-
sis of what they have heard
about a man. Add to this the like-
lihood that they know little about
the needs of the parish con-
cerned and is it any wonder that
parish nominators are so dissat-
isfied with the process.

I believe it would be far better
to replace the role of Diocesan
Nominator with something like
the Parish Consultation that was
mentioned. If parish nominators
then interviewed on their own
grounds before visiting their
‘short’ list, they would be away
from their church less often and
more likely to be thorough in mak-
ing their decision about their pres-
entation to the Archbishop.

Rev Barry Lee
Robertson, NSW

Claire thinking on
women preaching

am grateful for the opportunity to respond to Keith Mason’s question:
Is there some difference about [women] expounding Scripture ‘in church’
as distinct from ‘in the media’ or in Synod?

My answer is ‘yes’.

The New Testament discussions of the ministry of women are given
in the context of the church. When we think of ‘church’ we may think in
universal and institutional terms, however in the New Testament, the
word refers to the gathered Christian community, brought together for
the purpose of fellowship with each other and with God, through the
ministry of his Word.

The instructions for women’s participation in prayer and prophecy (1
Cor. 11:3-16; 1 Cor. 14:26ff; cf. Col 3:16) and the restrictions for women
from the role of teaching elder (1 Tim. 2:11-15; 1 Cor. 14:33-36) arise in
the context of the gathered community, which Paul describes as the
‘household of God’. This household includes the oversight, authority and
instruction of male teaching elders, whose responsibilities resemble that
of father and husband (1 Tim 3:5). Their ministry of teaching, discipline
and care occurs in ongoing relationships, where their instruction and
authority are responded to with respect and submission (1 Cor 16:16; 1
Thess 5:12-13), within a framework of mutual love and service.

These relationships in God’s household provide the reason and con-
text of Paul’s prohibition of women teaching and exercising authority.

On this understanding, the media and Synod are an abstraction from
the relationships of the gathered Christian community.

Synod is a ‘legislative’ assembly, gathered not primarily for relation-
ships of fellowship and instruction, but to debate and decide the practi-
calities and parameters of our association as many churches, or gath-
ered communities. Speeches in Synod are explicitly and deliberately con-
tributions to debates, rather than teaching. As such they do not carry the
same authoritative weight as the exposition of God’s Word in church.

Similarly the media by its very nature (the wide dissemination of
news and opinion), is not characterised by the fellowship and instruction
that mark the relationships of the gathered Christian community. Further-
more authority in the media rests with the editorial team and the reader.
Readers are not called upon to submit to what they read (as we are to
Scripture or to our church elders): instead varying opinions are pre-
sented for the reader’s consideration, with the opportunity for debate.

In everything our desire must be to serve God in accord with his
Word and to do all we can to avoid offending the faith of fellow Chris-
tians. This means that if | came to understand that my writing for Southern
Cross or speaking in Synod was not permitted by 1 Tim 2:12 or any other
part of Scripture, | would gladly refrain from these activities and give
myself to other ministry opportunities, of which there are many. Similarly
should the majority of Sydney Anglicans express the view that these
ministries are not permitted by Scripture, | would respect that decision
and be pleased to minister within those parameters.

Claire Smith

St Ives, NSW
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Lawreform athreatto Christians

Proposed changes to the Anti-Discrimination Act may hamper Christian ministry.

olerance and inclusivity are
T keynotes of our society

these days. Such notions
are often found in speeches and
papers from our political leaders,
or  from advocates of
multiculturalism. But what are
their limits? Are we often pressed
too far in the name of tolerance
and inclusivity?

Australian society is benefit-
ing richly from the cultural atti-
tudes and customs that have
come with the incomers who’ve
arrived here since WWII. No-one
wants the clock turned back.

Every facet of our life has
been changed. Recently, an over-
seas visitor in Sydney for the first
time exclaimed to me, “Sydney is
an Asian city.” From our food to
our surnames, we are clearly a
culturally, racially diverse nation.

I’m not sure that we could yet
say we have an Australian cul-
ture. What we have is an amal-
gam of all the cultures that have
arrived since 1788 to join the in-
digenous people. Some people
will disagree but 1’'m convinced
the authentic Australian culture
is something that’s ahead of us.

There is no doubt that minor-
ity groups now seem able to ex-
ert pressure for change way out
of Kilter with their proportionate
numbers within the commrmity.

One areaofour life where this
is the case, is in the increasing
diversity in the field of religious
affiliation and practice, or ‘spir-
ituality’, as some call it. This is
an area where our adoption oftol-
erance as a key element of our
present day social policy is lead-
ing us down a blind alley, one
which is unhelpful to the ac-
cepted practices of mainstream
Christian Churches.

This is not to say other faiths
shouldn’t be allowed to practice
according to their own beliefs or

Cross
Current

MARGARET
RODGERS

run organisations according to
those beliefs. They should. But
they, as well as Christians, may
be affected by proposed legisla-
tive changes, especially in rela-
tion to religious schools.

This is evident in the recom-
mendations made to the NSW
Attorney General by the NSW
Law Reform Commission on the
Anti-Discrimination Act 1977
(NSW). For example, if they go
through Parliament we will have
a limited right to appoint only
Christian employees, we may not
be able to refuse Holy Commun-
ion to a non-believer, and free-
dom of association may be detri-
mentally affected.

Recently the Standing Com-
mittee forwarded a lengthy sub-
mission to the Attorney General,
urging that the government not
proceed to promote amending
legislation to the Anti-Discrimi-
nation Law in the form recom-
mended by the Law Reform Com-
mission. The submission was fi-
nalised by expert lawyers work-
ing with the Diocesan Secretary,

after consultation with other dio-
ceses in NSW, Anglican schools
and the Roman Catholic Church.

The full text of the Diocesan
Submission ij*y be read on our

sydney.asn.au/lawreform.htm) or
a copy obtained from the dioc-
esan secretary (ph: 9265 1559).
The Social Issues Update in
this issue of Southern Cross con-
tains an explanation of the dioc-
esan submission. 1 urge readers
to take time to read these com-
ments and the submission itself.
The discussion provides a use-
ful insight into the changes that

are occurring in our society
through pressure from minority
groups. They may have effect on
our ability to operate our institu-
tions according to our core be-
liefs.

Clergy and lay parish leader-
ship should consider this submis-
sion and contact their local State
politicians to urge them to resist
the LRC’s recommendations for
changes to the Act.

This is not to say the Anti-
Discrimination Act 1977 (NSW)
doesn’t need change. It does.
But not in the form proposed by
the Law Reform Commission.

E>ynamic Anglicanism without the snigger

t was the only one of Arch-
I bishop Goodhew’s five strat-

egies (Observably God’s peo-
ple, Pastorally effective, etc)
which has led to puzzlement or
even a snigger, “Dynamic
Anglicanism, isn’t that an
oxymoron?”

The reasons for suspicion are
clear enough. (1) Denomination-
alism is dead. (2) An appeal to
Anglicanism is usually an argu-
ment against change and of the
tired old ‘use the prayer book and
wear robes’ variety. (3)
Anglicanism is too often associ-
ated with ineffective and gospel-
confused ministries in Australia
and around the world.

Bah Humbug! is proposing a
new way of thinking about the
whole thing. Anglicanism is not
about keeping the mles or privi-
leges ofa denominational club. It
is a certain ‘style’ ofbeing Chris-
tian with strengths and weak-
nesses.

You could even say
Anglicanism is basically dynamic
already. Just look at it its history
as it has developed and evolved
for nearly five hundred, or two
thousand, years (depending on
when you think the Church of
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FORSYTH

England began). Today some of
the best and most innovative
ministries in this city are being
carried out by Anglicans.

Flexibility and change are in
the nature of Anglicanism - some-
times for good, other times for
evil. We must deny that
Anglicanism is simply identified
with particular prayer books or
clothes.

There are a number of char-

Anglicanism has characteristics which
make it well placed to see the gospel
reach a post-modern world.

acteristics of Anglicanism which
actually encourage dynamism.
Anglicanism understands the
Christian faith as consisting of
central and secondary issues. So
it can be open and flexible on the
latter. Anglicanism is Bible cen-
tred (I speak of the theory) but
conscious of the long history of
the Christian movement since
New Testament times. And it is
aware that its way of organising
church combines particular hu-
man adaptations with Christian
principles. So it expects change
and diversity as human situa-
tions change.

In Anglicanism, despite the
appearance of hierarchy, author-
ity is dispersed among synods,
parishes, clergy, laypeople and
bishops. No one is at the centre
of authority. So there is room for
local diversity and alternative
ways. (Admittedly this can lead
to conflict and at times gridlock
too).

And Anglicanism tends to be
at home in the ‘secular society’

of universities, government,
commerce and so on. (Sure, this
can unfortunately end up as noth-
ing more than genial worldliness.)

Of course there also are dys-
functional aspects. There is the
tendency of Anglicanism to cre-
ate territorial monopolies of min-
istry (diocese, parishes etc) and
so entrench ineffectiveness or
worse. And there is a danger ofa
generosity to others that slides
into a looseness about the really
important matters ofthe Christian
faith rather than taking a stand.

But then we Anglicans do not
pretend to have escaped the
weakness and imperfections that
are the present human lot, but
look to Christ. Another reason
why Anglicanism is intrinsically
dynamic - we know we haven’t
arrived!

In this post denominational
world, let’s be relaxed about
Anglicanism and utilise its inher-
ent dynamism. You heard me
right, ‘Dynamic Anglicanism’
without the snigger.

OPINION

STEPHEN
JUuDD

Reclaim
the Sabbath

N 0 sport, no shops, no

travel and no entertain-
ment. That was Sunday
in Sydney in the 1880s.

When | was growing up in the
early 1960s, nothing much had
changed. As a lad I thought that
Sunday was the most predictable
and unexciting day of the week:
went to Sunday School, had a
roast lunch for the whole family,
maybe some guests, wash up and
then....nothing! As kids we had
to amuse ourselves with a game
of cricket in the backyard or a
good book.

Times have changed. There
is seemingly no end to the
number of functions on Srmdays:
rehearsals for plays, birthday par-
ties, cricket and soccer trials,
school functions. I know Mums
and Dads who seem to spend all
of Sunday (not to speak of Satur-
day) taxiing their darlings from
function to function.

In2000, whatwill we be teach-
ing our children about what is
valuable? | was at a school func-
tion at the end of last year and
one teenager proudly told the as-
sembled throng that he had been
at school every day for a month!
For him, that was a mark of his
participative spirit. For me, it was
a sign that the school was rob-
bing the lad of space, of unstruc-
tured time, ofthe pleasure ofrest.
I am getting the impression that
we are saying that busy-ness is
the most desirable state of being.
And our kids are getting the mes-
sage that that is how to live.

I am not about to suggest that
we revert back to the black hats,
tight clothing, long faces and
long beards of the 19th century.
But what | am suggesting is that
we reclaim Sunday as a day of
relaxation and togetherness, of a
refreshing break from the busy-
ness of the,week.

Start this reclamation task in
your own family. Let your kids
know that the response to birth-
day party invitations on a Sun-
day will be typically ‘No’. Say
‘No’ to school functions - even
church services if it takes you
away from your local church fam-
ily! Challenge those who want
that church committee meeting on
a Sunday. Don’t slip into work for
a few hours on Sunday.

When your kids lower you
into the grave | doubt that they
will remember you for your dili-
gence to work, the blur of birth-
day parties or your church com-
mittee attendance. But they just
might remember the times to-
gether on the seventh day - en-
joying the rest and relaxation that
God has given us. Go on - seize
the (seventh) day!

Stephen Judd is CEO of the
Hammond Care group.
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Ministry

Diocese sees double over Winter Appeals

Anglicare and the Archbishop’s
Appeal Unit launched separate
‘Winter Appeals’ last month.

A spokesperson for Anglicare
said a reduction in government
funding foremergency reliefserv-
ices has placed added pressure
on resources leading up to win-
ter. At least two Anglicare cen-
tres face a critical shortage of
food and clothing.

“It is during winter that
Anglicare’s resources are
stretched to the limit, a problem
compounded by the emergency
rehef funding cuts,” said the Rev
Howard Dillon, Executive Direc-
torofAnglicare NSW. “The equa-
tion is quite simple - without par-
ish support, Anglicare’s ability to
meet the needs of families this
winter will be greatly reduced.”

In the Illawarra region, where
emergency relief resources set
aside to last up to August have
already been used up, the sup-
port of up to a dozen local par-
ishes in maintaining the emer-
gency relief program is para-
mount.

Anglicare is hoping to de-
velop partnerships between its
welfare offices and Anglican par-
ishes. Some parishes have
adopted ‘responsibility’ for sup-
plying food and clothing to a par-
ticular welfare office.

The Archbishop’s Winter

Hungry people are fed at St Michael’s, Surry Hills.

Appeal is sponsoring parish
based programs such as those at
St Michael’s Surry Hills. The
church runs a program called
‘Bread for Life’ - a Sunday morn-
ing breakfast program - which
feeds up to 100 people a session.
Most of those who come have
psychiatric or substance abuse
problems, but there are also
those who live in the nearby
boarding houses and struggle to
pay their bills and eat adequately.
The ‘Bread for Life’ program pro-
vides the opportunity for a hot
meal and a chance to meet and
talk to other people.

Anglican Counselling Centre
Education Seminars and Short Courses

Marriage Enrichment Weekend Retreats

Sanuk Retreat Centre -

Minnamurra

August 11-13 and November 3 —5, 2000

Growing in Marriage - The Early Years
Day Seminars; Sept 2 -Miranda, Oct 14-Penrith & Bomaderry

Marriage Education Training for Couples

(Couples working with couples in a group setting)

Foundations for Christian Leadership

(14 week course for parish workers and leaders —starts July)

Conflict Resolution Workshop Training

Semester 2 - 3 day training courses at Ashfield & Penrith

Art Therapy Workshop Group

8 week course starts May 15

Phone 9799 9311 or details at www.theacc.org.au
Anglican Counselling Centre, 56 Bland Street, Ashfield, 2131

Ii'NGLICARE

The Anglican Church of Australia
GENERAL SYNOD

NEED HELP ON THE GST?

Anglicare Australia in co-operation with the General
Synod Office has been contracted by the Federal
Government to deliver GST Start-Up assistance to

the Anglican Church. A special guide “The Anglican
Church and the GST is available for all parishes.
A team of State Co-ordinators is ready to assist
your parish / agency.

Ifyou need help contact:
National Co-ordinator:

Tracey Pilbrow (03)9328 3544

Email:tpilborow@anglicare.asn.au

New South Wales/ ACT:

Bruce Nation (02)9873 4247

Email: nation@one.net.au
Or visit the website :
www.anglicare.asn.au
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GST Start-Up

AssistiRce Office

The Rev lan Lawton said,
“There is a real need for this pro-
gram, and in fact we are about to
expand it, by opening up a lunch-
time soup kitchen. The area at the
back of the church will probably
be used for people to sit down
and eat.”

The Archbishop’s Commu-
nity Care and Development Fund
(CCD) funds the purchase of the
majority of the food supplied.

Most other similar ministries
experience a significant increase
during the winter months in the
number of people coming look-
ing for a hot meal.

Israel 2000

7th Oct - 24th Oct 2000
Price: $2?750
Departing Melb/Syd
Escorted. Licensed guide.

Free walking tours and
cultural events.
Join in festive celebrations.

Bethlehem, Nazareth,
Jericho, Galilee.

See the real Jerusalem.
2 meals/day, transport.

Visit archaeological sites
where regular tours don't
take you

Ph 03 9561-5933
Fax 03 9561-5944
Lisa Bonica

St Peter's Cathedral
Armidale

Having recently established a
choir, and a regular evensong,
St Peter's Cathedral in Armidale
would be interested in
purchasing multiple second hand
copies of any of the following:

The Parish Psalter
The Church Anthem Book
The English Hymnal (full music,
melody line, or just words).
Evening Services.

Interested persons should
contact The Dean, The Very
Revd Lindsay Newby on 02

6772-2269 or The Organist, Dr
Terry Norman on 02 6771-1407

Specialists in restoration
OF ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDINOS

Quotations, Consultancy
AND Reports Available

Contact: Jon Bye:
Workshop:
ph/ fax 9970 B744
Mobite: 0413 806 307

An overseas student
hears of Christ

PeopleM atilr

Pheluplensen

“Then the LORD opened the donkey’s mouth, and she

said to Balaam..."

ne of the privileges of
O serving Christ in Sydney

today is the opportunity
to share the great news of Jesus
with people from all over the
world.

It is a daunting task. But
whenever we are overwhelmed
we need to remember the sover-
eignty of God and that he can talk
even through donkeys.

It places our work in context
and gives some realistic ground
for optimism.

One of the greatest evange-
listic and missionary opportuni-
ties for Australian Christians is the
ministry to overseas students.
Several groups on campuses
around Sydney are seeking to
reach these sojourners with the
great news of Jesus.

One such group introduced
me to a man the other day whom
I will call Fred. His name is hard
to pronounce in English, but the
reason | will call him Fred isthat |
do not want to indicate the coun-
try he comes from.

Fred comes fi'om one ofthose
countries where news and media
are censored. Where people live
in fear of open communication.
Where Christians are persecuted.

Fred came to study at one of
our universities. It was a huge
step in life for him. He already
had a degree from a university at
home. But by diligence and abil-
ity he had been selected to do
post graduate study overseas in
Australia.

One ofthe first things he did

N umbers 22:28

in Australiawas to find a Christian
meeting. He met one of the
groups on campus that ministers
especially to overseas students.
Theyprovided a Bible forhim and
talked to him about Jesus.

“Have you ever heard of Je-
sus?” the leader of the group
asked Fred.

“Yes. Inamovie,” he replied.

Knowing that it had been
translated into Fred’s language
the leader asked: “Was it The Je-
sus Film?”

“No. Nota fiill length movie,”
was Fred’s reply. “ It was only a
small part of a show. Actually it
was a cartoon.”

“Which cartoon?”

“The Simpsons.”

“What did you leam about
Jesus fi-om the Simpsons?”

“Jesus died for our sins on
the cross,” came Fred’s reply.

Rememberthe sovereignty of
God and that he can talk even
through donkeys!
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SPEAKERS TOPIC

If

9
0Ve
SPEAKERS i
* Bishop Dudley ¢ Mrs Elizabeth
COST
*» $75 per couple for seminar & dis”™ier \

(register by June 10)
WHERE & WHEN

* Centre For Ministry « 16 Masons

Parramatta « Saturday June 17 at Zpiyi

CONTACT

"Ir;

* Marilyn Hendy for more details >
+ 8267 4290 (Wed only) « (H) 4739 3038
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Parish takes first step to
filling Olympic Stadium

Inaugural Western Region
conference announced

Bishop Brian King recently an-
nounced the decision of Western
Regional Council to hold its in-
augural conference in November
this year.

The clergy and lay leadership
ofall parishes and special minis-
tries in the region will be invited
to attend.

Accordingto Bishop King, its
purpose is two-fold.

“We want to provide a fomm
for the clergy and the laity to par-
ticipate in identifying the priori-
ties and the development of strat-
egies for gospel ministry within
the Western Sydney Region. In
addition we want to encourage
unity and fellowship among and
betweenthe clergy and laity ofthe
region.”

Views expressed during de-
bate will be analysed in order to
determine how the Regional

Council can more effectively re-
source the region’s ministry.

Bishop King said this was
particularly importantbecause of
the pressure on financial re-
sources.

The success of the event will
be assured if all parishes and spe-
cial ministries send representa-
tives, Bishop King said. About
250 people are expected to attend.

Stadium Australia is expected to host 80,0000 for the finale of Sydney's Global March for Jesus
this June. (Inset) Awakening celebrations at St. James', Lawson.

You cannot beat

BCP for NSW In Y2K

The Book of Common Prayer offers
biblical orthodoxy and inspiring prose.

The BCP is a repository of doctrine from which
traditional Anglican beliefs can be learned. The
Prayer Book Society seeks to defend and uphold
that doctrine and to promote the worship

The first Easter of the new mil-
lennium has seen many churches
across Sydney celebrate with
community festivals.

StJames’, Lawson was one of
several churches which held
Easter festivals last month as part
ofthe “Awakening 2000’ outreach
program.

The Rev Ross Poulton, rector
of St James’ and NSW Anglican
representative on the board of
Awakening, says the festival is
part of an ongoing strategy to
reach unchurched people.

“We see it as a bridge-build-
ing event,” said Mr Poulton. “It’s
very effective pre-evangelism.”

The Lawson festival, held on
ANZAC Day, targeted families
throughout the Blue Mountains,
with activities such as games,
kids’ craft, music and drama at-
tracting large crowds.

An important part of Awaken-
ing’s programs has been the use
o f*Aussie Parables’ like Simpson
and his donkey, as a way of ex-
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plaining the gospel to people.

“In our culture most people
aren’t ready for a full evangelis-
tic message,” Mr Poulton said.
“Sometimes what we need to do
is to give them a taste of what
we’re about - be friendly and
welcoming.”

“Then, when we deliver the
message of the gospel, it will be
better received.”

According to Mai Garvin,
Awakening 2000 Coordinator, the
Easter festivals represent part of
Awakening’s plan for the new
millennium. A focal point for the
year will be the Global March for
Jesus, a worldwide event to be
staged on June 10.

The concept of Awakening
was firstbom 1988, when 50,000
people gathered in Canberra to
pray for the opening of the new
Parliament House. Since then,
Awakening has coordinated three
global marches.

Organisers are hoping this
year’s march will be ‘the largest

united public witness to Christ in
human history’. Tens of millions
of people are expected to march
around the world, with Sydney’s
celebrations to be a focal point.

The eventwill culminate with
a concert at Stadium Australia,
where marchers from all over
Australia will gather.

“We’re expecting at least
80,000 people, but we’d love to
fill the stadium,” said Awaken-
ing’s Dave Mitchell.

Archbishop Goodhew will
deliver the welcome and John
Dickson has agreed in principle
to present the message. Perform-
ers include Grammy winner
Rebecca St James and Golden
Guitar winner Adam Brand.

A massed choir of 10,000
schoolchildren is expected, along
with hundreds of Aboriginal per-
formers and dancers.

Tickets for the Global March for Je-
sus are available from Ticketek.
Phone 9266 4800.

enshrined in the Book of Common Prayer.

The Society’s next meeting will be, held at St.
Mary’s, Waverley on Saturday 20" May 2000:

10.30 Morning Prayer

sung

11.00 Holy Communion choral

2.00 Evening Prayer

choral

Future meetings: 5 August, £4*November 2000.

The Prayer Book Society invites you in 2000 to
use and feel the certainty of a prayer book that
time and faith have hallowed.

For further information please contact:
The Hon. Secretary,
22 Ingalara Ave., Wahroonga 2076
Tel/fax: 9489 3366 or tel: 9387 3656
Email: Ifrappel@laurel.ocs.mqg.edu.au

T h e P r ayer
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u s tr alia

New South Wales Branch
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BY

Jan Livingstone

t is a challenge and a
I privilege to write about a re-

spected colleague and close
friend, Mary Coyne.

Recently Mary accepted the
position ofsecretary for MU Aus-
tralia, an enormous role. She has
contact with every diocese
around Australia and, to a large
degree, ensures the communica-
tion between all of them remains
on track.

In 1998, Mary suggested that
for our Millennium Celebration
MU should provide every baby
bom in Australia with a portion
of Scripture. To that end she has
worked tirelessly. With great sup-
port from the Bible Society, MU
Australia is giving a specially
printed Luke’s gospel called.Som
for You to as many babies bom
this year as possible.

Born during the Second
World War, Mary is the only
daughterofthe Rev Laurence and
Mrs Elaine Lambert. She has two
older brothers, John and Philip.
There are many fascinating sto-
riesofrectory life in Springwood
and later in Artarmon, and Mary
has inherited her love of books,

meet the west’s

riginally from Sydney,
O Archdeacon Ken Allen’s

first taste ofthe Armidale
Diocese was as a newly graduated
teacher appointed to Gurley and
then nearby Moree in the early
1960°s.

It was in Moree that Ken met
and married his wife Helen. Ken
then entered Moore College and
graduated in 1970 as a candidate
for the Armidale Diocese.

He served as Assistant in the
parish of West Tamworth and was
then Vicar at Baradine in 1973-4
and Walgett until 1977.

Ken and the family then
moved to Gunnedah in 1977 for
seven and a halfyears before mov-
ing to St Peter’s South Tamworth.

Helen passed away in 1994
after a protracted battle with can-
cer.

Ken moved to the parish of
Putney in the Sydney diocese in

12 Southern Cross

meet MARY COYNE, Restructure for the gospel
secretary of mothers’ union australia

embroidery and gardening from
that happy family life. But above
all she was introduced to the Lord
Jesus in that Christian home.

Mary attended North Sydney
Girls” High School and during
those school years met Les, her
future husband, at St Basil’s
Artarmon youth group. They
married quite young and moved
to Thomleigh where they joined
the Anglican parish of St Luke’s
Thomleigh. Soon they added
their family of three, Michael,
Christina and Victoria and were
very involved in parish life.

When Mary was invited to
join the Mothers’ Union she ini-
tially hesitated thinking she
should wait until her children
were older. However she soon
realised that there was a warm,
godly group of women meeting
to encourage each other in their
marriages and family life through
prayer, study of Scripture, fellow-
ship and service and she wanted
to be part of such a group. She
had experienced, first hand, her
mother’sinvolvement in MU and
the encouragement that had been
in the Lambert home.

It wasn’t long before Mary’s
outstanding qualities were recog-
nised and she became president

new archdeacon

1996 and later that year married
Danielle Grassy who had been a
member ofhis Tamworth congre-
gation.

Ken and Danielle have signifi-
cantly built up the parish of
Putney for four years.

Ken brings a wealth of parish
experience and great personal
warmth of Christian compassion
to his new job as Archdeacon for
Western Sydney Region.

Ken will be remembered in
Armidale Diocese for his Bible
teaching and pastoral ministries.
Gunnedah and Tamworth saw sig-
nificant growth during Ken’stime
there.

He was also an Archdeacon in
the Armidale Diocese for many
years and served on many dioc-
esan committees.

Danielle taught at Calrossy
Girls School in Tamworth and
currently exercises a full-time

ofthe branch at Thomleigh, dean-
ery president of Hornsby and
went on to serve on the Sydney
Diocesan Executive.

At some time in her years of
service, Mary has donejust about
everything there is to do in terms
of MU work. She has been coor-
dinator ofhospital visiting, coor-
dinator of publications, head of
deaneries, diocesan secretary and
now diocesan president. In every
position she has served selflessly
and with distinction. Ifyou want
to know anythingx”“bout MU in
Sydney, Mary isthe person to ask.

Mary and Les now worship at
Wentworth Falls in the Blue
Mountains, where Mary has been
able to start another MU group
and encourage people to be
equipped and prepared to share
their faith. MU has always had
the vision to win the homes and
nation for Christ and with our
mission statement sharing
Christs love through encourag-
ing, strengthening and support-
ing marriage and family life to
guide, Mary is enthusiastically
engaged in intentional ministry in
her parish and beyond.

Jan Livingstone is the president
of MU Australia.

Archdeacon Ken Allen

Scripture ministry at Kuringai
Creative Arts High School as SRE
(Scripture) Coordinator.

Ken’s son Jeffrey, who lives
in Gunnedah, has worked in
Christian ministry. He is married
to Carolyn and they have 2 young
children.

His daughter Jennifer hasjust
completed studies at Sydney and
Missionary Bible College and is
shortly to go to Perth with SIM.

Ken and Danielle are now liv-
ing in Carlingford and assist
Bishop Brian King in the oversight
ofthe Western Region of Sydney.

bishop writes

egionalism in the West is

moving more decision-
JLXjnaking, and strategic
thinking away from centralised
control than ever before.

The Regional Council at its
annual planning day decided that
this is the biblical way: tmsting,
delegating, serving, enabling.

All ofthese should be present
instead of imposed control, uni-
lateral action, vested interests or
imported resources.

Our regional vision is facili-
tated by our mission to build bib-
lically healthy communities to
‘Support and Encourage Evange-
lism and Discipleship’ (SEED).

Parishes and ministries - as
close to the action as possible -
make their"plans and spend their
money under the knowledge and
direction of this umbrella.

Spending money will now
be allocated through a predeter-
mined percentage, given from the
annual Ssoiod grant to each ofthe
four main resourcing groups- ter-
tiary, cross-cultural, children and
youth, and parishes. They - notthe
Regional Council - will decide
how the money will be spent.

Planning will be facilitated by
a parish or ministry choosing one
of four planning consultants, em-
ployed by the Regional Council,
to help form its own strategy. The
aim is to have 30 strategic plans
operating by 2004.

A part-time executive assist-
ant, a council secretary and an
assistanttreasurer were employed
by the Council some months ago
to facilitate this regional function-

ing.

Gospel Strategy and

Mutual Fellowship are
governing principles for any work
anywhere. The Region therefore
is rightly keen to promote these
godly principles, to preserve its
different cultures, and to prevent
any inconsistencies.

The Ministry Strategy and
Training Committee is a regional
‘think-tank” which will provide
strategic planning and new min-
istry ideas, in consultation with
parishes and task groups.

Hopefully - especially when
added to my own in-service work-
shops - this restructuring will help
the Region be more and more:

Observably God’s people;
Genuinely caring;
Enterprisingly evangelistic;
Dynamically Anglican; and
Pastorally enterprising.

Please pray that the restmctur-
ing will promote this Diocesan
vision and be to the glory of God.

Brian King is the Bishop of Western
Sydney.

IN BRIEF

Carlingford searches for anything historic!

St Paul’s Carlingford
is searching for old
photographs of wed-
dings, baptisms and
confirmations from
the church’s early
years. The photo-
graphs will form part
of an exhibition cur-
rently being assem-
bled as part of the
church’s 150*” anni-
versary celebrations
which kick off in
June this year.

But it’s not just

photographs they’re after. The exhibition’s convenor, Mrs Maureen
Olson, said there are other pieces of memorabilia the exhibition

team is keen to locate.

“We’d love to know if anyone has the old sandstone baptismal
font at the bottom of their garden, or whether the original church
Bible is collecting dust in an attic somewhere,” Mrs Olson said.

The oldest photographs collected so far only date back to the
early 1950s, but older photographs must exist given that the church
heard its first sermon at Mobbs Hill in 1850.

The photographic exhibition isjust one of the activities planned
to help celebrate 150 years of service to the local community. Other
activities include the production of a musical review (Sunday June
18), a celebration dinner for past and present members of St Paul’s
(Saturday June 24) and a $10,000 scholarship for an overseas stu-
dent to study at Sydney’s Moore Theological College.

The photographic and memorabilia exhibition will be open at St
Paul’s Church, Moseley Street Carlingford, for three weeks from
Saturday June 17. Anyone with materials for the exhibition or other
inquiries can contact Peggy Dmitt on 9871 6077 during office hours.

National Family Day at Wentworth Falls

Holy Trinity Wentworth Falls, was one of the many parishes in the
Diocese to put on special events for Anglicare’s National Family
Day on March 26. Anglicare director, the Rev Howard Dillon
preached at a family service, after which ‘“family trees’ were planted
in the grounds. Games and a drawing competition were held for
children. Resources packs prepared by Mothers Union Australia pro-
vided ideas for effective family activities to run on the day.
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Western Sydney builds links with Africa

Late last year, nine young adults
from St Paul’s Castle Hill, their
pastor and two Action Partners
eandidates visited Nairobi.

The trip was a joint venture
between StPaul’s, Nairobi Chapel
and Action Partners. The team
from Castle Hill spent time with
missionaries Max and Hanna
Collison and conducted a mission
in Tanzania with young adults
from Nairobi Chapel.

Max Collison works in the
slums ofNairobi. Housing usually
consists of one mud floor room
for one or more families plus ani-
mals.

While medical care is avail-
able at low cost in Nairobi itself,
the distance to travel and the cost
of transport prevents them from
seeking help for the simplest and
the most serious of conditions.

Mr Collison has established
low fee paying elinics within the
slums themselves. These clinics
depend on local volunteer
workforce (including doctors) - a
model which is reproducible. In-
deed, moves are under way for the
Anglican Church in Nairobi to es-
tablish one such clinic themselves.

After a 30 minute bus ride
from the centre of Nariobi the
team walked through the muddy,
sewerage filled streets of
Korogocho to the clinic, part of
the Tumanin ministry of Nairobi
chapel.

Mr Collison wants to use the
video to encourage Nairobi Chris-
tians to volunteer for work in the
slums.

The team met people like
Churchill and William. Churchill
is the pastor of the local church
and William is his assistant. They
spend time throughout the week
at the clinic talking with the pa-
tients, sharing the gospel and
praying with them. This is one
place where the people in the
slums can find hope - physical and
spiritual.

a personal account of Kenyan slums

by Mark Stephens

n the final months of 1999, I
I was privileged to be a part of

a short-term mission trip to
Kenya.

Our base was Nairobi, the
capital of Kenya - which has a
population of about four million
people. Ofthese four million, any-
where between 50 and 70 per cent
live in ‘slum’accommodation.

The slums are everywhere in
Nairobi, filling valleys, sprawling
onto unused land, and exploding
in size. The average ‘dwelling’in
a slum ismade of mudbrick, a few
sticks, and some corrugated iron.
A thin sheet may be all that sepa-
rates the living space in abedroom
and a ‘living room’. There is no
sewerage system, but an informal
method of dumping waste in the
middle ofthe street. And the chil-
dren ... well, the children are eve-
rywhere, laughing, dancing, play-
ing md crying.

\nd in the midst ofthis grind-
ing »overty, the residents ofthese
slui is have a desperate sense of
not jnly their physical needs, but
thei spiritual needs as well. In-
dee .the world ofthe slums is pro-
fou dlyreligious, aworld ofvari-
ega d spirituality.

lut in most cases, it is a cor-
mp spirituality, filled with false
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promises and false teaching. The
slums are riddled with ‘cults’,
from people claiming they are the
Messiah, through to ‘prosperity’
teachers who make ridiculous
promises of health and wealth. Is
there any hope in this place?

I am excited to say yes! God
has raised up an astonishing min-
istry ofhope among these people,
called the Tumaini ministry,
which isbringing people under his
mle, and growing them in Christ.
Appropriately, ‘tumaini’ is a
Swabhili word meaning ‘hope’.

For some of our time in Nai-
robi, we partnered with this min-
istry, which establishes evangeli-
cal churches among Nairobi’s
slums. | worked with the Kibera
slum church plant, under the lead-
ership of Jacktone Atsango.

Kibera is the largest slum in
Kenya - indeed in all of sub-Sa-
haran Africa - containing some 1.2
million people in the space oftwo
kilometres. The church in Kibera
is held in a medical clinic. The
clinic - which operates during the
week - provides low cost health
care to the poor. The size of the
Kibera congregation varies from
35 through to 85, depending on the
particular time of the year. It is a
young church, a growing church.

and an enthusiastic church.

I was privileged to see
Jacktone minister to his congre-
gation. What | saw simply as-
tounded me. | saw a man who fit-
ted the description of the Apostle
Paul in 1 Corinthians 9, when he
described as one who made him-
selfa slave to everyone, to win as
many as possible. Jacktone led
Sunday school, Jacktone led wor-
ship, Jacktone led the Bible study,
and if he hadn’t been so gracious
in inviting me to the church,
Jacktone probably would have
preached. None of this was the
result of an egoistic desire to be
the centre of attention. It was sim-
ply a young man laying his life
down to grow and mature a con-
gregation who was young in the
faith. I did end up preaching that
day, and I pray and hope that my
words were a blessing, but I could
not help but feel that somehow |
had been taught a lesson that day,
rather than being the teacher. And
I walk away challenged from my
encounter with Jacktone and ask
myself- Do | practice that kind
of servanthood? Do people see
that kind of sacrifice when | get
involved in ministry? These are
questions we all need to ponder

.. regularly.

Springwood ministers in Uganda

by Jim Wenman

or six months in 1998 Pas
Ftor Ise-Somo from the An

glican Church in Zaire vis-
ited Sydney Diocese.

Based at Springwood parish,
his mission was to learn as much
as he could about evangelism so
he could establish an evangelism
department in Zaire.

During those six months Mr
Ise-Somo was impressed with
how youth work was conducted,
particularly at Springwood.

He organised a group of eight
Springwood leaders to plan a trip
to Zaire to help promote youth
work. Sadly, after Mr Ise-Somo
returned, the civil war escalated
and these plans were cancelled.

The Springwood team con-
tacted CMS who put them in
touch with UK missionary, Steve
Coulson, who works at the
Namugongo Bible College in
Uganda. A seven-week trip to
Uganda was organised in late
1999.

The team was hosted by the
Coulsons at Namugongo, and
took part in many activities in-
cluding preaching and running
Australian-style ‘Kids Clubs’.

The team experienced a vari-
ety of often life challenging
events, including meeting a

Rwandan Bible college student
who recently learned of the kill-
ing ofhis entire family in Rwanda.

Another was a visit to a baby
orphanage in the Ugandan capi-
tal of Kampala. At the baby or-
phanage the team helped local
stafffeed and comfort traumatised
and sometimes malnourished
small children.

The biggest challenge and
problem the team encountered
was the big exodus ofyouth from
the Ugandan Anglican Church.
They came to believe this was
because the Ugandan Church
failed to cater for the youth in their
churches. The team encouraged
the churches to explore more con-
temporary styles of worship.

The team also witnessed the
devastation ofthe AIDs epidemic,
both inside and outside the
Church. This highlighted the need
for discipleship for all members
of the Ugandan Church.

Before the team left Australia
a large amount of money was
raised for missionary endeavours
in Uganda and other African
countries. The bulk of the money
will help Steve Coulson mn a
youth leadership-training confer-
ence in June this year at
Namugongo Bible College.
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all churches struggle, argues ken alien

he late Lang Hancock once
T said the best thing you can

do for the poor is not join
them! Many people have a simi-
lar attitude when it comes to strug-
gling churches.

Is your church a struggling
church? ‘Stmggling’ is an adjec-
tive that conjures up a picture of
a church battling to survive. A
church where finances are mea-
gre, the workers are few and mo-
rale not too high. There are many
such churches in our diocese and,
I could be describing yours.

But are these the only stmg-
gling churches we have? No, is the
emphatic answer! Each of our
churches is stmggling with some
issue and the stmggle will only
stop when there’s no more life left
inthat church at all. So be encour-
aged, yours is not the only stmg-
gling church.

So what are some ofthe stmg-
gles our churches face?

Churches in our part of the
world stmggle with a number of
common issues, especially the rise
of secularism and the subsequent
marginalisation it brings. A related
issue is the preoccupation of the
‘me’ generation with material
things and leisure and the increas-
ing lack of commitment. Along
with that comes the ever-shrink-
ing pool of people available to
help with ministry within our
churches.

To this list we could add the
stmggles associated with minis-
try to our multi-ethnic society,
changing demographics, ageing
congregations and buildings in
need of extensive repairs.

If your church has survived
the above list we could throw in

§60C(§Christian Studies

uninspiring leadership, and the
failure of the congregation to
grasp a vision to share their faith
actively.

Some churches, the minority,
have other stmggles - for them,
it’s how to find more buildings
and resources to cope with ever-
increasing numbers. Then their
growth brings other stmggles of
management and the provision of
adequate pastoral care to mem-
bers. No one has ever answered
“none”, to the question “What are
your church’s stmggles?”

0, is it possible to survive
3n a struggling church?
hould we desert all those
churches whose struggles are
stmggles of survival?

Dr Paul Borden, who works
with the Baptist churches of
northern California, told a recent
conference in Sydney that more
lasting success has been had in his
part ofthe world by revivingflag-
ging churches than in planting
New ones.

When you think about it,
weren’tthe New Testament letters
written to churches dealing with
these issues as Christianity itself
struggled to establish itself

stru

is going on. It’s not identified as
a management or strategy prob-
lem, we are told it’s a spiritual
stmggle we face day after day. It
always helps in battle to identify
the real enemy. The church’sarch-
enemy is Satan. He needs to be
fought with the spiritual weaponry
outlined in Chapter 6.

Secondly, we can be encour-
aged by Jesus’ words to his disci-
ples in Matthew 16 where he in-
forms us he is building a Church
which Satan’s forces will never
overcome. Though stmggling, we
are part of the winning team.

Thirdly, we can be further en-
couraged by Jesus’ promise in
Matthew 28 that he will always
be with those building his church.

Fourthly, we can take a look
atthe church in the early chapters
of Acts. There we see demon-
strated a desire to assist other
struggling Christians and
churches. Competition or a
couldn’t-really-care-about-any-
other-church-but-my-own attitude
didn’t seem to be very prevalent
then, nor should it now.

Our example should be the
Philippian church, who looked
beyond their own little world and
gave accordingly. You may be in

more lasting success has been had... by reviv-
ing flagging churches than in planting new ones.

throughout the world? Maybe the
epistles could be collectively en-
titled Letters to Struggling
Churches and subtitled dontgive
up thefight.

Four Scriptures are helpful to
encourage us as we stmggle.

Firstly, Ephesians 6, which
identifies where the real stmggle

struggling churches, small or
large, old ornew - butisn’titgreat
to know you are not bjone in the
stmggle.

How can we - individually and
as a denomination - help those
whose stmggle is survival? This
should be the key question lest the
spirit of this world drive us.

Macquarie Christian Stud iesm

MID-YEAR CONFERENCE

Glory in the Ordinary

Family, Work and Leisure
In Divine Perspective

“A rare opportunity to spend time focussing on the
integration of family, work and leisure

in the Christian life”

Featuring speakers such as:

Jack and Judith Balswick: The Family
Robert Banks: Discovering Glory in the Ordinary
Mark Hutchinson: Leisure
Gordon Preece: Work

July 6-8, 2000

at

Robert Menzies College

136 Herring Rd
NORTH RYDE 2113

14, South £RN cross

For details
and registration form contact

School of Christian Studies
PO Box 1505 MACQUARIE CENTRE 2113

Phone: 9936 6020 Fax: 9936 6032
socs@rmc.nsw.edu.au
www.mcsi.edu.au

TO THE FUTURE
ishop of Canterbury
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BEAUTIFUL HOLIDAY HOUSE divided
into 2 flats at Gerroa (near Kiama). Un-
interrupted ocean & beach views. 500
metres to beach. (02) 4234-0984, if un-
answered 0407 912 1609.

OLYIMPICACCOMMODATION: Located
in Glebe, Arundel House has reasonably
priced weekly accommodation available
during the Olympics. Phone 02 9660-
4881 for information or a brochure.
ACCOMMODATION KIAMA: Holiday
lettings - 2 b'room security unit; opp
beach. Al mod cons; accommodates 5.
Tel: (02)9579-4573.

KATOOMBAHOLIDAY ACCOMMODA-
TION: Cosy 3 br cottage, self contained
(except linen), quiet location, accomm
max 5, slow comb fire, elec hikts, tv;
near walks, falls, golf, scenic railway;
bookings &brochure (02) 9975-1471.

BEACH FRONT HOLIDAY UNIT: Cen-
tral Coast, glorious views. Accommo-
dates five. Available all year, also week-
ends. (02) 9651-2902, (02) 9651-3857.

ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE
GERRINGONG: 2 bedroom duplex,
clean, light, airy modern facilities. 100m
to beach. Ph (02) 9484-2869 after 5pm.

BLUE MOUNTAINS HOLIDAY
ACCOMMODATION: Spacious and
comfortable old mountains home avail-
able for holiday rentals in Blackheath.
Open fire, elec blankets, m/w, washer &
dryer. Ph (02) 9416-5729, fax 9416-6926.

NOOSA: STYLISH 2 brmtownhouse by
river & cafes, aircon, heated pool/spa,
tennis crt, bbg, cable tv, mod facilities,
linen $420 p w - off peak. 07 3289 7178.

BEAUTIFUL BLACKHEATH: comfortable
3 bedroom cottage a stroll away from
National Park. Gas heating, A/C, TV elec,
binkts. Sleeps 6+. Very quiet spot, very
reasonable rates. Tel: (02) 9835-4261
Email: blackheath@matrix.aphid.net

FOR SALE: four pews varying condition
for sale and medium sized wooden
platform. St Mark's Brighton-le-Sands.
Ph: 9567-4102.

FOR SALE: Grave CofE section Frenchs
Forest general cemetery. $3,000 (inci
transferfee). Rev P Nelson, 3/28 Church
St. Belmont 2280. Ph: 4945 4107.

OLYMPIC ACCOMODATION, St
Barnabas Terraces Glebe. Close to city
centre. Darling Harbour, etc. Phone 02
96605774,

Trinity Cottage and
W aratah Lodge
(Katoomba)

Luxury self catered 30 bed sites.
Designed for small groups.

From $15/$18 a night for adults
and $12/$15 for primary,
preschoolers free.

Close to CMS & KCC.

Contact Rob Lament
(02) 9522-7625
or m. 0416 118 813
email: youth@ learth,net

Web site: www.learth.net/~youth

Howard Guinness
Alpine Cottage
Available for holidays and
group retreats
*1/4 hours from Sydney in the

Blue Mountains

» Reasonable rates

» Friendly, peaceful atmosphere

Enquiries:
9960-1510 Fax 9969-1157

Introducing

DAVID YOUNG

B.Arch. Dip. T&C Planning
Children's Evangelist

Kid's Clubs, Children's Ministry
After School 3 Day Missions
Holiday Club, Scripture Assembly
Family Services & Church Camps
Leadership Training & Preaching

Children for Christ
31 Church St Canterbury 2193
Ph; (02) 971.88806
Email: cofc@ihug.com.au
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Betty Smartt

etty Smartt was a pioneer
B in Cross-Cultural ministry

and English as a Second
Language work. She was a veri-
table female Caleb, dying ‘in har-
ness’ doing the work loved
with Turkish women.

Betty, and husband Arthur,
both former teachers, had such a
commitment to thiswork they vis-
ited Turkey and attempted to
learn Turkish. They worked
closely with Erol Ozer, the Turk-
ish chaplain attached to
Anglicare, and his wife Janet.

Betty taught ESL to Turkish
women at Redfem and a number
of other suburbs for about twelve
years. She even taught three
‘ho. as’ (ministers at Turkish
mosques) for a year each.

From very early on, Betty took
her Redfem students on excur-
sions. By the early nineties, such
trips had developed into annual
week-long holidays for about 40
women and children at Geroa on
the NSW south coast. A high-
light of the last three was the
screening of the Jesus video in
Turkish. Many ofthe women and
their teen-age children wanted to
watch it repeatedly.

In 1996, Betty suffered a se-
vere stroke, but the Lord restored
her to only minor incapacity. Af-
ter she moved to the Central
Coast in 1997, Betty travelled by
train to Sydney most Fridays to
visit her friends at Redfem right
up to the day she died. What an
example from one who knew the
Bible doesn’t speak ofretirement
from God’s service!

Nancy Lewis

PAINTER

Church painter, interior/
exterior, difficultjobs
no problem.

All types of houses,
home unit blocks,
no job too big.

For free quotes ring
Don McKay
9962-4364

0418424 776

Gold licence no.91902

Introducing
GRAHAM STEELE

M.Ed. (Creative Arts), B.Ed., Dip. Teach.

evangelist educator exhorter
for all ages

Family Services, Anniversaries,
Children's Ministry, Holiday Clubs,
Youth Ministry, Men's Breakfasts,

Leadership Training, Creative
Ministries, Outreach Strategy.

Evedex Ministries
PO Box 650
Moorebank NSW 1875

Ph; (02) 9755-2586

Fax: (02) 9755-1442

Mob: (0412) 448 128
Email: evedex@ihug.com.au

Bishop Ted M osey

1949

he Right Rev Ted Mosbhy
Twas the first Anglican
Bishop ofthe Torres Strait.

He was educated at Cairns
where he later qualified as a boiler
maker and became known as a
top Queensland mgby footballer.

From 1978 until 1980 he stud-
ied for the Anglican priesthood
at St John’s College, Morpeth
near Newcastle in New South
Wales, and was priested in 1982.

In the 1980’s he was an as-
sistant priest first at Weipa and
then Thursday Island. From 1989
to early 1995, he was licensed as
an Anglican priest on Yorke Is-
land but also acted as Quaran-
tine Officer for the Australian
Quarantine and Inspection Serv-
ice (AQIS). During this time he
was actively involved in manage-
ment and was instrumental in the
appointments of other indig-
enous officers in AQIS through-
out the Torres Strait/Northem
Peninsula communities. To date
AQIS now have a 100 per cent
indigenous staff of 23.

In 1995 he returned to Thurs-
day Island to be priest in charge
of the Cathedral parish. In 1997
he was appointed Bishop of the
Torres Strait Region by the
Bishop ofNorth Queensland, fol-
lowing a request to the Bishop
by the people of Torres Strait
Region. He was consecrated
Bishop on Thursday Island on 29
September 1997 and since then
until his death he was responsi-
ble for the Torres Strait Island
Region of the/ Diocese of North

Covenant Players

Camps, Youth Groups, Sunday
Worship, Dinner Theatres, Kids
Clubs, ESL Programmes,
Suicide Prevention for Youth

‘Waratah Family Unit'
covering Sydney metropolitan area

Call 02 9679-7489
or mobile 0418 44 1299

Australasian Office: (02) 4577 7308
(for Teams outside of Sydney)

Genesis Charitable Foundation

Donations are sought to establish
a fund to provide income for
ongoing support of Christian work,
particularly start up projects.
Donations over $2.00
are tax deductible.
Contact
David Smith 9295-9200
Mail: GPO Box 3429
Sydney NSW 1041

BUYING? SELLING?
RENTING?

For an obligation free
discussion on any
Real Estate matter

CONTACT
GRAHAM PRICE
9419 8428

GRAY AND DUNN PTY LTD
306 VICTORIA AVENUE,
CHATSWOOD

WATERFRONT
HOLIDAY HOUSE

at Woy Woy, glorious views, own
jetty.

Luxury accommodation sleeps

maximum 7.

Available for holiday rentals
all year, also weekends.
Contact: (02) 4739-1504

or (02) 9609-1479

2000

Queensland and Torres Strait Is-
land people around Australia.

The most striking aspect of
Bishop Mosby’s personality was
his openness and warm response
to everybody he met.

Itwas ironic that in voting for
the amalgamation of the former
Diocese of Carpenteria, he op-
posed the process of amalgama-
tion with the Diocese of North
Queensland. He was the only per-
son in the conference to publicly
oppose the process for the elec-
tion ofthe Bishop in 1997 and yet
he became the Bishop. These
were signs of his independence,
his thought and his willingness
to be open with everybody.

The time of his consecration
and his first year as Bishop in the
Torres Strait Region were very
difficult for him, for his wife Mary
and for the family. He was quite
clear that he would never hit back
at anyone who was nasty to him.
He simply believed that His Lord
would make everything right in
the end.

The troubles in the Torres
Strait Region caused him to
choose not to go to the world-
wide Anghcan Bishops Lambeth
Conference in 1998.

It was a mark of his personal
humility and strong sense of pas-
toral care that he chose not to at-
tend a conference that many peo-
ple would spend a lifetime dream-
ing about.

He had a dream of unity for
the people ofthe Torres Straitand
recently challenged church lead-
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ers to form a Council of Torres
Strait Churches beginning with
the Ministers Fraternal on Thurs-
day Island.

His vision was that the word
of the gospel that came into the
Torres Strait in 1871 should now
go out from the Torres Strait to
the whole of Australia (he liked
to call the Australian mainland the
biggestisland in the Torres Strait)
and even beyond Australia. He
wanted the people of the Torres
Strait to recognise how much
they had to give to people out-
side the Torres Strait and no
longer be people in a mission
mode receiving from the outside.

He was a strong supporter of
translation of the Bible and other
materials into creole.

Bishop Ted’s sudden and
untimely death has left his fam-
ily, the people ofthe Torres Strait
and the Anglican Church around
Australia in a state of shock.

Bishop Mosby was married to
Mary (Marie) Theresawith whom
he shared 10 children 5 boys and
5 girls and 7 grandchildren.

Bishop Clyde Wood

IS YOUR CHILD STRUGGLING AT SCHOOL?

Breakaway Education Centre may be a solution as an

alternative if your child is in Year 6, 7 or 8.

If he/she is

academically at least 3 years behind his/her peers, we invite
you to call Greenacre Baptist Christian Community School on

(02) 9642-3512.

Using Music to meet the Spiritual Needs
of Persons with Dementia

A Seminar for Carers, Clergy and Health Workers, will be given by the
well-known author and therapist,

RUTH BRIGHT

St Peter's Anglican Church, Hornsby
on Friday, June 2nd, 5.00-9.30pm.

Registration $35 (Dinner, hand-outs etc) closes May 26.
Send SAE for brochure to PO Box 161, Wahroonga 2076

St John's Darlinghurst

Book Launch
Sunday 21 May 11.00am

St John's Hall

Paul Egan releases his long awaited history
on the
150 years changing life of St John's
in the Kings Cross/ Darlinghurst area

All welcome - Join us for worship 9.30am

Ski or Walking
Holidays in the
Austrian Alps

stay in a Christian
Guesthouse

For further information contact:
Website: www.simonbauer.at

Email: gerharter@simonbauer.at

WATERFRONT
HOLIDAY HOUSE

at Woy Woy, glorious views, own
jetty.

Luxury accommodation sleeps
maximum 7.
Available for holiday rentals
all year, also weekends.
Contact: (02) 4739-1504
or (02) 9609-1479

Southern Cross 15
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http://www.learth.net/~youth
mailto:cofc@ihug.com.au
mailto:evedex@ihug.com.au
http://www.simonbauer.at
mailto:gerharter@simonbauer.at
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From the heart of the dty to the back of beyond

Miranda Lee will accompany the Primate on ‘Pilgrimage to the Heart*.

In June, heads of Aus-
tralian Churches accompa-
nied by youth delegates
from their Church will set
out on Pilgrimage to the
Hearty ajourney from Can-
berra to Uluru in the inter-
est of Reconciliation.

Thejourney will culmi-
nate in a Pentecost service
at Uluru attended by the
Governor General, Sir
W illiam Deane.

Miranda Lee, a year 12
student at Kambala Church
o fEngland School for Girls,
has been selected to accom-
pany the Anglican Primate,
Archbishop Peter Camley
on the pilgrimage.

“I’'m a little nervous
about having to be on my
best behaviour all week
with such important peo-
ple,” Ms Lee said. “I don’t
feel important enough to be
going with them. It’sa great
honour.”

Ms Lee may be humble,
but she was selected from
candidates nominated by
the provinces ofthe church.

Staff at Kambala are
confident that Miranda,
who is dux of the school,
charity prefect and a gifted
public speaker, will be a
fine youth representative.

She describes the focus
ofthe pilgrimage as healing
between the different races

LLaw reform discriminates against Christians

In late 1999, the New South
Wales Law Reform Com-
mission recommended
changes to the Anti-Dis-
crimination Act 1977, that
would seriously inhibit the
present right of religious
groups including Christians
to practice their faith.

Anne Robinson, a solici-
tor who helped prepare the
Diocese’s submission to the
Attorney General, says the
proposed bill changes the
balance to the individual
rather than the group.

“In essence the bill pro-
motes freedom from religion
rather than freedom of reli-
gion,” said Ms Robinson.

“Many Christians ex-
press their faith largely in
the public sphere through
welfare and education so it
can be argued the Act denies
us what our organisations
are about.”

One of the major
changes in the bill is the re-
moval ofthe blanket exemp-
tion for religious organisa-
tions to be able to discrimi-
nate when detennining fu-
ture employees. The Com-
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mission has made specific
provisions for schools un-
der the official umbrella of
an organised church.

But the bill does not
provide provisions for non-
denominational organisa-
tions to be able to discrimi-
nate in order to maintain the
Christian ethos of their or-
ganisation.

Another alarming
change is the removal ofthe
exemption for ‘religious
discussion and instruction’

in vilification laws.

Mr Robert Tong, also
part of the Diocesan work-
ing group, agrees that if this
new Act goes through it
could inhibit preaching. He
said the free exposition of
biblical passages speaking
against gay and lesbian
sexual relations could be
made illegal.

“The issue is about free
speech while protecting the
interests ofminority groups,
but there ought to be room

to discuss. If the Act were
to go through we would
have to ask if it would even
be possible to conduct a dis-
cussion in a philosophy or
law class,” said Mr Tong.

Justice Peter Young,
who contributed to the Dio-
cese’s submission, says the
report clearly represents the
agenda of a distinct minor-
ity group and he is sure that
ifthe bill is not passed, these
debates will continue to be
revisited.

What would these changes mean?

he provision of
religious serv-
ices such as

communion, wedding

and baptism can not be
denied on the grounds
of religion, sexuality,
gender etc. This may
force churches to act in
a manner inconsistent
with its doctrine - for
example giving Holy
Communion to a non-
Christian.

ISSUES UPDATE

hige political par-
s can discrimi-

ate in employment wi
out restriction on the ba-

sis of political opinion,
Christian organisations
will only be able to dis-
criminate ifreligious opin-
ion is intrinsic to the job.
This would affect most
non-ministerial staff from
parish secretaries to dioc-
esan support staff to
school teachers.

urches will be
unable to discrimi-

use of their land.

This may result in
churches being unable
to deny use of their
property to any political,
religious, or social
group, even if this may
cause confusion in the
general community
about the views of the
church.

and people in Australia.

“The main purpose will
be to try and understand
more about other Austral-
ians as we meetpeople from
Aboriginal communities on
ourjourney. Withoutunder-
standing there can’t be rec-
onciliation.” Miss Lee said.

She says her Chinese
heritage increases her
awareness of the need for
reconciliation.

“I’ve been called offen-
sive names myselfso | un-
derstand what it’s like to
suffer because ofbeing dif-
ferent.”

“All Australians should
be interested in reconcilia-
tion, because we have a
common future to face to-
gether.”

Ms Lee considers that
Uluru is an ideal destination
for the pilgrimage because
of its place of spiritual sig-
nificance for Indigenous
Australians and its status as
a quintessential Australian
icon.

During the pilgrimage,
heads of churches with
their youth representatives
will have the chance to
meet with many commu-
nity groups from different
towns in the outback.

The pilgrimage is
sponsored by the National
Council of Churches.

IN BRIEF

Jubilee Rally

Ben Thurly, director of
TEAR NSW, with Ajok

Marial Ater from Southern
Sudan at the Jubilee 2000
April rally (pictured
right).

A large crowd turned

out in support of the
efforts of the Jubilee

debt coalition to can-

cel third world debt.

Living in
Harmony

Living In Harmony

»

of Sydney

Spotlight
on gambling

Broad community calls for
gambling reform broughtto-
gether Christian and non-
Christian groups at the First
International Gambling Im-
pact Conference held in Ad-
elaide last month.
Organised by a South
Australian MP who was
elected on a ‘No Pokies’
ticket, the Conference high-
lighted how gambling had
moved from &e margins of
our lives to the everyday.
According to the Pro-
ductivity Commission’s
1999 Report into Australia’s
Gambling Industries, 82 per
cent of adult Australians
gambled in 1997-98, not in-
cluding raffles and sweeps!
Today’s pervasive ac-
cess and convenience is a
product of ten to fifteen
years of developments in
gaming machine technology
and the liberalisation of
gambling regulation. Wide-
spread acceptance has al-
lowed the proliferation of
gambling venues and poker
machines, as well as the ad-
vent ofcasinos in each state.
The rise of gambling
parallels that of late twenti-
eth century materialism.

- Darren Mitchell

The Social Issues Committee
will shortly receive a report on
this Conference and consider
future steps. Those interested
can indicate their views by
contacting the SIC on 92651536.

are workshops being run in the second half of this year.
The workshops will address the challenges for Christians
in living in a racially diverse society like Sydney.

Further information on these workshops can be obtained

te in relation to thefrom ANGLICARE. Contact Keith Castle 9897 5050.

Who'’s responsible for this page?

This is a supplement produced for the Social Issues
Committee, Diocese of Sydney by Amy Morton the SIC
Researcher. The Social Issues Committee is appointed by
the Standing Committee of the Diocese and has 16
members with its Chainnan Margaret Rodgers.

For information contact Amy Morton on (02) 9265 1536,

fax (02) 9261 2864 or email

socialissues@anglicanmediasydney.asn.au.

ISSN.1037-0625
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omer Paxton (above), who
H attends Christ Church,
Gladesville, is a member
of the diocesan Social Issues
Committee. He was one of the
major authors ofthe Committee’s
unemployment report.

But during the course of the
work, something occurred which
made the report’s subject much
more relevant to him personally.
In the process of writing the re-
port Mr Paxton himself became
unemployed.

“It happened without warn-
ing. One day | came back from
lunch, and I was simply told |
would no longer have the job |
currently held,” Mr Paxton said.

“In one way | was more
fortunuate than many who are
made redundant, for I worked for
another three months before |
left, but 1was shattered.”

Mr Paxton was working in the
financial services industry in a
senior managerial position. At the
time of talking to Southern Cross
he was still searching for full-time
employment. Though he says that
he and his wife were able to con-
tinue servicing their mortgage,
because as a high school teacher
she could work part-time, they
still found their life affected.

“It was a shock, we were in
the midst of buying our new
house, and have just had our sec-

Diocesan committee releases

“Unemployment is a great social
evil,” says Dr Graham White, sen-
ior lecturer in economics and po-
litical science at the University of
Sydney. “Work is important as it
does more than provide food on
the table, it has a social function,
this iswhy people find unemploy-
ment so demoralising.”

His comments come following
the report on unemployment pro-
duced by the diocesan Social Is-
sues Committee.

The SIC report begins with a
quote from the Diocesan Doctrine
Commission. It says work is part
of the divine ordering of the
world, instituted by God in its
creation. By serving God, that is
by working in his creation, we
serve others, sustaining our lives
and those of our dependants.

Unemployment, being with-
out paid work, has a negative im-
pact on individuals and the com-
munity. The individual suffers in
a number of ways, including fi-
nancial insecurity and material
deprivation, feelings of inad-
equacy and the loss of a signifi-
cant component of identity. Soci-
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ety suffers from increases in
crime, family and household dis-
integration, and the under-utilisa-
tion of its resources for meeting
community needs. Disparities in
wealth widen between both indi-
viduals and regions.

While everyone recognises the
effects of unemployment, opinions
differ as to its causes and govern-
ments and economists roimd the
world have been challenged to find
the appropriate mix of policy re-
sponses required to reduce unem-
ployment and to alleviate the suf-
fering that follows in its wake. Un-
employment in Australia is at
present round seven per cent, but
high levels oflong-term unemploy-
ment (longer than one year) persist.

The SIC says, “the opportu-
nity for the Church in this situa-
tion seems obvious - to ensure that
those disadvantaged in our com-
munity should not be forgotten,
and indeed should be helped to
participate fully in society.”

A variety of responses, sup-
ported on both sides of politics,
exist to address unemployment
and its consequences. The Social

ond child.”

Mr Paxton says his experience
is one he would rather not have.
But he recognises the nature of
today’s work force means unem-
ploymentis something many peo-
ple will face more than once in
their working life. He instances a
US report he read which estimates
that in future it will be common
for people to find themselves
made redundant at least five times
over fifteen year period. Even to-
day, growing companies are still
making people redundant.

A common conversation ice-
breaker is ‘what do you do?’ Mr
Paxton says the world goes on to
judge you by your answer. But

Issues Committee report offers
some proposals for dealing with
unemployment. These include, re-
duction of minimum wages,
boosting oftraining schemes, and
using income tax credits.

Darren Mitchell, a senior
policy advisorto the NSW govern-
ment and co-author of the Com-
mittee’s report, says to some ex-
tent the report argues within the
parameters ofthe current situation
in order to offer practical solutions
which will be taken seriously. He
says, however, the report also seeks
to critique the attitudes underlying
the problem of unemployment.

“Because we live in an indi-
vidualist culture, it can be diffi-
cult to foster community concern
for those who are not benefiting
from our new technology driven
economy,” Mr Mitchell said.

“The headlines show that Aus-
tralia’s unemployed are closer to
the bottom of the community’s
concerns than they have been
since the ‘dole bludger’ myths of
the late 1970°s”

He describes this as an oppor-
tunity for churches to ensure that

Social issues Update

Unemployment’s personal toll

he urges Christians to remember
that a job does not define your
value.

“As Christians we have to re-
alise we don’t need to be holding
down ajob to glorify God. What
we have remember always is that
he is in control.”

Homer says, in his experience,
most churches do well at offering
practical help, support and en-
couragement to people in their
congregation who are unem-
ployed. But in order to find help,
you have to be prepared to ask.

“You have to tell people, you
can’t expect them to know you’re
unemployed,” he said. “If imem-
ployment is the worst thing that’s

report into ‘great social evil’

the disadvantaged are not forgot-
ten and helped to participate fully
in society.

Dr White agrees that those
who want to participate in soci-
ety should be able to do so.

“I think there is a real obliga-
tion for society, represented by its
government to provide work for
its members who want to work,”
Dr White said.

Dr White agrees that training
IS very important, “We need to
address the issues such as, are the
jobs available, actually jobs peo-
ple are trained for?” He also says
tightening conditions for the un-
employed will simply reinforce
negative stereotypes. This only
adds to the frustration of those
who really want to work.

“If every unemployed person
went our, had a hair cut and
bought a new suit, all we’d have
was a better groomed dole queue,”
Dr White said.

For copies of the SIC paper on un-
employment contact Amy Morton, Ph.
9265 1536 or visit the web page:
www.anglicanmediasydney.asn.au/
socialissues/

going to happen to you, you’re
very blessed. | look at my own
situation. I’'m out of work. Yes,
but worse things could happen.
My marriage is not destroyed, I
don’thave cancer, we haven’t had
a serious car accident.”

He admits there are some bo-
nuses for him. He has been able
to spend more time with his two
young sons and his wife, though
she has towork and miss out some
of the joys of watching her baby
son find his feet.

But one gains the impression
that their strong Christian faith is
avital elementin helping this fam-
ily through their present difficul-
ties.

Vox Pops

How do we glorify God in
our workplace?

Cathie Steele,
full-time mother:

eing a mother is a ‘24

hours a day job’. It's

a challenge to be godly
when you’re tired and itseems
like your family so often sees
the worst of you.

It's hard too, towork out the
balance of how much attention
you give to your children and
husband when there are so
many other pressures in life.

Nick Ingham,
senior manager,

Westpac:

s a Christian boss in a

secular workplace it's

a challenge to create a
culture where it's all right to be
rounded and human and to
make sure staff aren’t over-
loaded. Employees will
always follow the unwritten
rules so the boss needs to
model going home early and
not working on the weekends.

SOCIAL ISSUES UPDATE
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Children of Abraham

The Pope’s recentvisitto Israel and apology forthe Church’s pastwrongs has refocused attention on
Christian responsibility for anti-Semitism, found JEREMY HALCROW.

s part of ‘Understanding
A the Other’ month, the
Council of Christians
and Jews and the Sydney Jew-
ish Museum invited Christian
leaders to visit the museum.
Hundreds took the opportunity
to be guided around the museum
by local Holocaust survivors.

One of those guides was
Lucy Gershwin. Lucy is grand-
mother of Simon Tedeschi, lead-
ing young pianist and star pupil
ofSt Andrew’s Cathedral School.

Lucy was bom in Krakow,
Poland to Orthodox Jewish par-
ents. She was about 20 years old
when war broke out in 1939. In
the first few days of the conflict
she had an opportunity to es-
cape to Russia. But she felt the
right thing to do was to stay with
her parents.

The Nazis soon started to
implement their plans to deal
with the “Jewish problem’. Like
other Jews, Lucy received a let-
ter saying she would be ‘reset-
tled’. The first part of the Nazi
plan was to move all Jews from
outlying areas into ghettos in
large cities such as Krakow.

A friend offered Lucy and
her parents the chance to escape
Krakow fora smallertown called
Czestochowa. It was December,
1939. But their freedom didn’t
last long because the Nazis soon
established a ghetto in Czest-
ochowa as well.

It was there Lucy met her
husband and they were married.
Though their life was severely
restricted, things didn’t become
desperate until mid-1942.

“It was then | felt hunger for
the first time,” Lucy said. “Then

on Yom Kippur - the day of atone-
ment - they made the first selec-
tion.”

The Germans surrounded one
group of houses and ordered
those inside out on the street. The
young and fit were sent in one di-
rection. The others - including chil-
dren and the elderly - were sentto
trains to be resettled. Among them
were Lucy’s parents. Only later did
Lucy find out they were sent to
the Treblinka death camp. She
never saw her parents again.

“In 1942 no one had heard of
gas chambers,” she said. “Every-
one was gullible. We never
thought anything like the Holo-
caust could happen”.

On each of the next four days,
the Germans made another group
of selections until the whole com-
munity had been divided. Those
who remained - including Lucy
and her husband - were formed
into a concentration camp
workforce to labour in a factory
shaping bullets. The conditions
were harsh.

“In the beginning | was opti-
mistic, but soon | didn’t think I’d
get out,” Lucy said. “We worked
six to six every day of the week.
We were not even allowed to bend
down to tie a shoe-lace.”

Many people died. “After a
while your eye got used to dead
bodies. | don’t know where |
found the strength to touch the
cold bodies.”

“Ifyou ask me where was God
at the time, | tell you I don’t know.
Why did | survive? Why did so
many die? Why did the little chil-
dren perish.”

But she said she felt God was
looking after them in the camps.

At Czestochowa, the women
and men were not separated, so
husbands and wives such as
Lucy and her husband continued
to sleep together. However, says
Lucy, from the day they entered
the camp until four weeks after
they were liberated, not one
women menstruated.

“I think God knew how terri-
ble itwould have been to become
pregnant.”

As 1945 dawned, the Rus-
sians were closing in on
Czestochowa. The Germans de-
cided to move the prisoners to a
camp further from the frontlines.
Trains came to take them away,
and the inmates were herded to-
wards them.

However there was much
confusion with the German
guards - not wanting to be caught
by the Russians - jumping into
the trains as well. Separated from
her husband, Lucy hung back in
the line, shuffling backwards un-
til she reached the steps to the
barracks and slipped inside.
There she stayed until all was
quiet outside. Slowly they
emerged to find the camp de-
serted. With a few others they
walked on imtil they found some
Russian soldiers who gave them
some food.

Lucy spent the next nine
months wandering the country-
side trying to find her husband.
The trains from Czestochowa had
taken her husband to the
Buchenwald death camp. There
he had contracted typhus which
caused him to lose his memory.
This is why it took Lucy nine
monts to track himn down. In 1949
they arrived in Australia.

roR THE PERSECUTED

Prayfor
the persecuted!

~Right now as you’re reading this, Christians are
being persecuted for their beliefs. Many are
tortured, humiliated and imprisoned, just
because they love God and His Son. Many of
these Christians don’t have their own Bible to
turn to for strength and hope during their pain.

believers need a caring Christian like you to pray

for them and send Bibles.

Blessed are those who arepersecuted is a beautifully
presented devotional guide to help you to grow closer
to God and persecuted believers through prayer. Your

prayers will make a difference.

Write to or call The Bible League and request
your complimentary copy today!

1 The Bible League

AWorldwide Bible Outreach

- PO Box 71, Werrington NSW 2747
FreecalU 1800 800 937
Web Site: www.bibleleague.com

-« S|
(im free
Prayer
As beard on "

Pleasesend memy NaAME. oo,
complimentary (Mr/Mrs/MJss/Rev/Other. .)  Surname
Prayer Resource Address
Bookletand
details on how |
can help send

. Phone: ().,
Bibles to the ne: (h) W)
persecuted. oMl
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Holocaustsurvivor Lucy Gershwin at the Sydney Jewish Museum.

he museum lists Christian
Tteaching as one of the

causes of anti-Semitism
that led to the Holocaust. The fact
that Christians blamed Jews for
the death of Jesus is particularly
pinpointed. 7

Lucy, however, bears no bit-
terness to Christians, or even Ger-
mans for the Holocaust.

“During my nine months on
the road after the war, a civilian
German was one who gave me
help,” she said. “Not all Germans
were Nazis. Germany was poi-
soned by one man - Adolf Hit-
ler.”

Nevertheless, Lucy is glad
that the present Pope apologised
for the Holocaust.

“He is a great man,” Lucy
said.

Lucy is pleased that Chris-
tians are prepared to come to the
museum and has been moved by
the love that some have shown
to her. She remembers, in particu-
lar a group of nuns who told her
they wanted to support her be-
cause, ‘we are all children of
Abraham’.

“We Jews still say ‘we do be-
lieve’, even though all these
things have happened to us
through history.’

“I don’t know who God is. |
know he is higher than everybody
else. I call him the Almighty.”

“| feel that God has given me
my life fora purpose. | have atask
- to tell people about my story.
When | get letters of apprecia-
tion from students, | know I have
done something good today.”

Lucy, who admits she is ‘not
avery religious person’ - she only
prays on high holy days - says
she is a ‘better Jew since the war
than before it’.

“I light a candle every Friday
to remember my parents,” she
said. “I’m doing my best. It’s up
to you to stop it happening again.
You are the future.”

The Sydney Jewish Museum’s exhi-
bition ‘Within the walls; There-
sienstadt ghetto’ is in Canberra until
July 31

For more information on the Sydney
Jewish Museum or to make a tour
group booking phone Eva Gertler on

9360-7999.

Primary Teachers Wanted in Nepai

International Nepal Fellowship (INF)

INF runs two small primary schools for the children of missionaries working
in Nepal. There is an urgent need for Christian teachers to enable these

schools to continue effectively.

Primary Head Teacher

(minimum 3 years preferred) An

experienced primary teacher who has been involved in school leadership
and familiar with recent trends in education.

Two Primary Class Teachers (minimum 2 years preferred).

Pre-school teacher (minimum 2 years preferred) qualified, for
small class of a dozen 3 & 4 year olds.

Positions available from September, but please apply now. These are not
salaried positions. Volunteers are supported through their sending

churches & INF supporters.

Ask for job description and apply with CV: Kerrie Worboys, INF
Secretary, PO Box 602 Wahroonga, NSW 2076. Ph (02) 9487 7153.

E-mail: infaus@sydney.dialix.com.au.

Further information, e-mail Nepal: Sue Kemp <psc@inf.org.np>

INF is an evangelical, interdenominational,
international Christian mission, working for

INTERNATIONAL

FELLOWSHIP

health and sustainable development in the
communities of west Nepal.
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Jews who believe In Jesus

ronically, Sydney Dio-
cese’smostcontrover-
sial ministry is run
from one ofthe city’s most
comfortably quietsuburbs.

The home of the Jewish
Christian Bible Fellowship (JCBF)
- which has created a storm of
correspondence at the highest
levels between Sydney’s Angli-
can and Jewish communities - is
nestled in the centre of the leafy
North Shore.

JCBF was begun in 1996 by
Jewish Christian students who
were studying at Moore Theo-
logical College. When Martin
Pakula - the driving force behind
the fellowship - entered the An-
glican ministry, the JCBF went
with him to St lves with the full
support of the parish.

Martin Pakula now works
part-time with Christ Church St
Ives’ young adult congregation
and part-time ministering to Jew-
ish people. The main part of his
work with JCBF is one-on-one
discipleship.

“It is like missionary work.
Opening a church and hoping
people will turn up is not going
to work,” Mr Pakula said.

Monthly meetings are held in
the city, in order to offer support
for Jewish Christians.

The controversy surround-
ing JCBF was sparked by the sort
of innocuous pamphlet that most
Anglican churches distribute in
order to advertise Easter services.

However the flip side in-
cluded an invitation to hear a talk

Are you looking for

by Martin Pakula, a ‘Jew who
believes in Jesus’. The heading
was in Hebrew and this upset
Jewish leaders.

North Shore Rabbi, Eyal Rav-
Noy speaking to the Jewish News
said the ministry team at Christ
Church St Ives was no better than
Nazis for preparing advertising
that specifically targeted Jews.

He said evangelism that tar-
gets Jewish people is, “More im-
moral than what Hitler did. Hitler
took our bodies. They want to
take our souls, our belief.”

St Ives Rabbi, David Freeman
felt so moved, that he complained
to Christ Church’s rector, the Rev
Dr John Woodhouse.

“Anti-Semitism stems from
the Christian belief that the Jews
killed Jesus,” Rabbi Freeman told
Dr Woodhouse. “I said that es-
pecially in a community that is
traumatised by the Holocaust,
and especially in multi-cultural
Australia, his church should re-
spect other faiths.”

Mr Pakula agrees sensitivity
is needed because of the hurt in
the Jewish community, but says
there is an equivalent onus on
Jewish leaders to understand that
Jesus’ call to ‘reach out to the
nations’ is fundamental to Chris-
tian belief

“The Holocaustisavery emo-
tive issue for all Jews. They are
genuinely scared it could happen
in Australia. But ordinary Jews are
being made very paranoid by
what the Jewish leaders say
about Christians,” he said.

He went on to say that he and
his family have been greatly hurt

clarity and direction inyour ministry?

Why not seek the

wisdom and counsel
of an experienced team of senior ministers?

Are you Prepared?

The next 4 day residential
Ministry Assessment Centre

for ministers, and if married their spouse, will be held from

28th - 31st August 2000

Applications dose 19th June.

For more information please contact:
Ministry Assessment Centre
PO Box Q190, QVB POST OFFICE NSW 1230
Tel.: (02) 9265 1519 Fax: (02) 9261 1170

The Ministry Assessment Centre (Australia) is an initiative
of the Anglican Church Diocese of Sydney

WHATDOESMUDOQO?

COME TO THE

"M.U.-IT" DAY

(Mothers’ Union - Information - Tools)
andfind out!

FRIDAY 2nd JUNE
in the Chapter House from 10 am -1 pm

Information displays - Stalls- New M U video
Speaker - Judith Nichols, Australian MU Education Officer

Bottomless tea and coffee - free!

And for those who can’t come during the day -
there will be another opportunity on 3rd August from 6-9 pm at
St James King St.
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Martin Pakula’s Jewish Christian Bible Feilowhip has sparked controversyin the Jewish community.

by the Jewish leaders’ accusa-
tions likening him to aNazi, point-
ing out that his family had suf-
fered greatly in the Holocaust.
“Almost all my relatives,
apart from immediate family, were
wiped out in the Holocaust.”

r Pakula said like many
Jews, he had spent
much time trying to

comes to terms with the Holo-
caust. “The Holocaust always
posed a problem for me as to how
God could let that happen to a
blameless people.”

Mr Pakula said finding Jesus
actually helped answer this ques-
tion. “Death and suffering are
part of the Christian ethic with
Christ suffering and dying for our
sins, to give us eternal life. This
has helped me come to terms with
events like the Holocaust.”

Mr Pakula said that the big-
gest effect of the Holocaust is
that it makes Christians feel guilty
about doing evangelism.

“Christians sometimes feel

guilty about the effect of the
Holocaust - sometimes rightly,
sometimes wrongly,” he said. “I
just thank God for the Christians
who spoke to me about Christ.
You won’t go to hell for being
Jewish but you will go to hell for
being a sinner.”

Mr Pakula had a very reli-
gious upbringing and was a
leader at the Central Synagogue
in Bondi Junction by the time he
went to Sydney University. He
had no intention of becoming a
Christian until someone shared
the gospel with him.

“I noticed the Christians were
more content than other people.
So I had an intellectual interest in
finding out more about Christi-
anity. A friend gave me John
Chapman’s A Fresh Start. It blew
my mind. | couldn’t believe (a
Gentile) kept quoting the Bible
and kept talking about sin. I knew
that the world was a mess, and
that | wasn’t right with God.”

Up until that point, Martin
had never heard of Jesus.

“Inall my life, I can’tremem-
ber anything said about Jesus.
When | heard of God dying for
me, | thought it was fantastic.
‘Surely if it was true’, | thought,
‘why didn’t everyone believe it?’

Mr Pakula said ifyou are talk-
ing to a Jewish person it is best
to ask them a lot of questions.

“Don’t ask ‘Christian’ ques-
tion like ‘What do you thiiik of
Jesus?’” Ask, ‘Do you go to s)ma-
gogue?’ or ‘Do you believe in
God?’or ‘Doyouread the Bible?’

“A lot of Jewish people will
go ballistic if you mention Chris-
tianity,” he said. “For a Jewish
person just to listen to you shows
a lot of openness because they
are influenced by Rabbis to be
hostile to Christians.”

“My hope is that Gentile
Christians who have Jewish
friends that are interested in
Christianity will contact us. We
have the resources that are ap-
propriate,” he said.

Contact Martin Pakula at Christ
Church St Ives: 9488 9855.
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Positions Vacant

Wanted in Newtown

Female GP

Great opportunity to be part of
all female, friendly, busy
medical practice.

2-3 sessions per week -
negotiable.

Please contact: Dr Roslyn
Doyle on (02) 9557 2875

Architect,

in sole practice in Lithgow for
last seven years; slightly radical
traditionalist Christian, a bit
anti-modern, likes Ruskin,
Christiopher Alexander, Quinlan
Terry, etc; prefers doing old
fashioned country homes, but
does the gallimaufry; seeks
retired or like minded Architect in
role of mentor or collaborator.

Graham Johnson Architect
31 Main St Lithgow 2790
6351 3463

Community
Outreach Worker

Parttime;
2days/week, school terms.

St Bede's Anglican, Beverly Hills
Involves Playtime, ESL, follow-up.

For more information, contact
Rev Tony Galea
9150-8179

Part-time

lay worker

Youth & Children’s
Ministries
StJames Anglican Church
- Minto

Seeks a committed Christian
experienced in youth and
children's ministries, preferably
with some formal theological
training.

The Package includes rent-free
accommodation in a near rectory
standard house in the parish.

For more information please call
Paul Bailey on (02) 4625 9651.

Forward written application to;

Curate in Charge

St James Anglican Church
2 Redfern Road

Minto NSW 2566

Or, fax to (02) 4625 9651
Applications close 22 May

Carer Needed

Carer required for elderly
gentleman in his own home, for
24 hour or 48 hour shift. Light
household duties. Lots of family
support. References please.

All enquiries welcome.

Ring Mrs Linsday
(02) 9790-4478
or Joy (02) 9747-3229

SOLICITOR
CITY PRACTICE

Great opportunity for new
graduate to work in property
conveyancing/mortgages for an
established Christian practice.
Immediate start.

Enquiries; Boldman International

9484-4427 | 0412 032 296
all hours

WANTED

One person to share a flat in
Lane Cove with 2 girls for June-
July-Aug-Sept
Rent $113 per week
Contact Katherine 9904-6980

20 SOUTHERN Cross

THE NSW COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
iIs seeking to appoint a new
PUBLIC AFFAIRS DIRECTOR

This is a part-time position (2ya days per week) for an
initial period of 12 months. A remuneration package will be
negotiated based on the skills and experience of the
successful applicant. The PAD position is an exciting and
challenging one which involves researching relevant
religious, social and moral issues; preparing submissions,
position papers and media releases; political lobbying; and
liaising with member churches and other groups.
Essential:

Demonstrated excellent written, oral and electronic
communication skills, thorough knowledge of Australian
political and legal systems, ability to establish media and
political contacts and to lobby parliamentarians. The
chosen applicant will be a Christian person with a
commitment to promoting evangelical truth and the
objectives of the Council. A copy of your CV or work
resumé together with copies of references to be sent to
the President, Mr Ray Hoekzema, 15 Kempsey St
Blacktown, NSW 2148.

Closing date, May 15.
All enquiries: Mr Hoekzema, Phone/fax (02) 9622 1863.

Dapto Anglican Church
SENIOR ASSISTANT MINISTER

Dapto has around 30,000 residents. It is expanding and will grow to
around 70,000.

We are growing a team ministry rather than establishing a number of
small parishes.

Rector stipend and conditions.

We are committed to Gospel outreach, training, and supporting ministry
teams.

For more information
call Rev Peter Tasker 02 4261 6915

GREENACRE BAPTIST
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY
SCHOOL

CLEANER

5.5 hours/day
(5 days)

Must be a Christian who looks on the position as
a ministry to the school and church community.

Contact:
Greenacre Baptist Christian Community School Ltd
on (02) 9642 3512 for information.

Blue Mountains Christian School
(Blackheath)

BURSAR

We are seeking a committed Christian person with accounting
qualifications to manage the school's finances and assets in a way that
is consistent with the values and vision of the school.

This will be a challenging and rewarding role for the right person. You
will be responsible for the school's financial management, revenue
raising initiatives, as well as for the outsourced services such as
maintenance, cleaning etc.

This role is ideally suited to a community minded, financially astute
person, seeking to influence positively the broad range of responsibilities
involved in running a Christian school. This position could develop into
a Business Manager/Administrator in the future.

Applicants will be expected to provide a CV, names of three referees
and a written reference from the Minister of their Christian church or
community to:

Phillip Huthnance, Principal

Blue Mountains Christian School, PO Box 19, Blackheath NSW 2785
Phone: 02 4787 8645 Fax: 02 4787 6160

Email: bmcschool@pnc,com.au

Closing date forapplications: 12 May 2000

MISSIONARY AVIATION FELLOWSHIP

MANAGER

TRAINING DEPARTMENT

The person we seek will have suitable educational qualifications
at tertiary level and/or appropriate experience in a training and
development role.

Located at Mt Hagen in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea,
this position offers;

e Opportunities for meaningful relationships with National
Christian employees.

e Skill development of staff in various roles within the
organisation.

e Regular mission allowance.
 Furnished accommodation.
e Return airfares to point of recruitment every second year.

e Membership of a team of dedicated National and expatriate
staff.

Please reply in writing enclosing a CV to;

Mr Laurie Hughes, Personnel Manager
PO Box 211, Box Hill Vic 3128

Sutherland Shire Christian
School

Music Teacher

Applications are invited from committed Christian teachers of
reformed persuasion, for the above fulll time position available from
the beginning of third term 2000. The position will initially be a twelve
months maternity leave replacement position. The appointee will
teach classes in the Infants, Primary and Secondary sections and
will be be the second of two full time Music teachers in the school.

Sutherland Shire Christian School is a Christian parent controlled.
Kindergarten to HSC, Protestant co-educational school with
enrolment in 2000 of 760 students and a staff of over 70. Buildings
and facilities are all modern and well equipped.

Interested teachers should write (with full details of teacher training,
teaching experience, Christian experience and church affiliation)
to;

The Business Manager
Sutherland Shire Christian School
PO Box 390

Sutherland NSW 1499

Telephone enquiries welcome on 02 9543 2133 or by e-mail
sscs@sscs.nsw.edu.au or www.sscs.nsw.edu.au

We see ourselves as an extension of the home, so that Christian
teaching given in the home is reinforced by the school in a non elitist
caring environment. Our aim is to strive for excellence inthe academic
and personal life of each student so that they may reach their
potential to the glory of God and the enrichment of life.

Anglican Parish of Milton
Rector

The Parish Nominators invite expressions of interest from suitably
qualified and gifted clergy.

The Parish of Milton comprises St Martin's, Ulladulla, and branch churches
in Milton and Sussex Inlet. The area is fast growing with distinct
development in young families and retirees. The seasonal population
expands to 40,000 over holiday periods. This semi-rural district is noted
for its scenic beauty and vibrant community. Church facilities are
excellent as are schools and community facilities.

The Parish has several committed, well trained professionals in the
congregations. Team ministries have been developed over the years.
The Parish has good rapport with the wider social community and
supports community projects. The Parish office is computerised and is
staffed 5 days per week.

We are seeking a person with outstanding leadership skills who will
lead and guide the Parish under God's guidance into the next phase of
development. Vision and energy will compliment a personal desire to
inspire others to seek after godliness and righteousness in their own
lives.

Enquiries may be made at the church office (Mrs Lynne Krywulycz,
Secretary) at the address below.

St Martin's Anglican Church
Cnr Green Street and Princes Hwy
ULLADULLA NSW 2539

Phone: 02 4454 2030 Fax: 02 4454 2031
Email; stmartins@scoastnet
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Positions Vacant

POSITION VACANT

Is your ministry
caring for teenagers?

A vacancy exists for a special couple to be
House Parents at BCA House Broken Hill.

BCA House Broken Hill provides
a safe, secure and friendly “home”
away from home for rural children
while they complete their education.

Having a wide range of services, cultural
and sporting activities, living in Broken
Hill has most of the attractions of
major cities—without the crowd.

Broken Hill is well serviced by road,
rail and air to major capital cities, yet
“The Silver City” enjoys the openness
and sense of freedom of the country.

For House Parents, BCA House
Broken Hill provides recently refurbished,
completely self-contained living accom-
modation, with independent access.

Why not put your "University of Ufe" qualifications to use?

To apply or for more information please contact
Bush Church Aid Society, Level 7/37 York Street, Sydney, NSW 2000

N Mrs Robyn Williams Phone: (02) 9262 5017
Fax:(02) 9262 5020 Email: robyn@ bushchurchaid.com.au

Lawyers
Needed!

Emil Ford & Co is a practice of Christian
lawyers committed to offering legal solutions with
understanding and sensitivity. Our highest priority
iIs to provide to our clients an excellent service
which is prompt, efficient and caring.

* Areyou looking for a place to practise where
people matter?

* Are you committed to serving Christ in your
job?

Opportunities exist for lawyers interested in
litigation, including Family Law.

Please send written applications, enclosing your
qualifications and CV, to:

Mr David Ford, Emil Ford & Co
Level 5,580 George Street, Sydney 2000
Ph: (02) 9267 9800 Fax: (02) 9283 2553

email: lawyers@emilford.com.au

Christian Worid Service

Commission of the
National Council of Churches in Australia

Pacific and South
Asia Program Officer

The National Council of Churches in Australia (NCCA) is a
council of fourteen churches. The Christian World Service
(CWS) is a Commission of the NCCA and is mandated by
the Australian churches to respond to human need and
injustices in Australia and Overseas.

CWS manages over thirty International Partnerships with a
focus in Africa, Asia, the Pacific and the Middle East. The
international Programs unit of CWS is presently in the
process of developing clearer strategic focii and
relationships in its work in the international relief and
development area. The Pacific South Asia Program Officer
is a new position which will have primary responsibility for
strengthening the NCCA/CWS's partnership and work In
these two regions.

Salary will be between $30,000
superannuation benefits.

The position is initially a 3-month appointment with a
possible extension to a permanent position if funds are
available.

- $33,000 plus

For a Job description please contact Sally Ng on 02 9299
2215 or email on sng@ncca.org.au.
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Applications close 12 May 2000. n

NCCA is an equal opportunities employer.
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Old boys given honour at Kings

Nathan Tasker (centre) with present and former Kings students during ‘Christian Focus’ week.

Many of us are cautious when
we go back to our old stomping
grounds. But any fears Old Boys
from The King’s School had
about sharing their faith at the
school last month were soon put
to rest.

The Rev Stephen Edwards,

Chaplain at the school, said the.

first time he saw an Old Boy ad-
dress the Chapel, ‘The response
was startling’.

“As soon as an Old Boy
shares some stories of his days
at school, he has every student
listening attentively. An Old Boy
has instant credibility, the stu-
dents know that he has experi-
enced the same things that they
are going through,” he said.

With this in mind a Christian
Focus week was organised in
early April where over 20 ex-stu-

dents returned to share their
faith. Some had been recent stu-
dents, whilst others had not been
at the school for over 40 years.
There were farmers, lawyers,
some ministers, doctors, dentists
and ex-teachers including former
headmaster Canon Stan Kurrle.
They all had two things in com-
mon, they were old boys of the
school and followers of Jesus.

The OIld Boys shared in year
seminars, boarding house devo-
tionals, staff and student Bible
Study groups.

Martin Woods, who ministers
through Fusion Australia, was
one of the driving forces encour-
aging his old school mates back.
He was amazed at the openness
many students had about find-
ing out more about becoming a
Christian. He noted that, “One

Chief
EXxecutive
Officer

Outstanding Leadership Opportunity

year 11 boy thanked me for com-
ing and said he wanted to give
God a go. Another year 12 boy
responded that he was ready to
give God a try”.

Only one ‘outsider’ was al-
lowed to help out. Nathan Tasker
was invited to sing and speak at
chapel and in the year seminars.

Mr Edwards acknowledged
that Nathan was a ‘hit with the
students’.

“They found his music and
lyrics inspirational. A clear and
relevant presentation of the Gos-
pel provided an excellent spring-
board for Old Boys to take dis-
cussion further. Many students
expressed desire to find out more
about being a Christian or join-
ing either the School Crusader
Group or Mid Week Fellowship
boarders Bible Study,” he said.

The Anglican Retirement Villages in the Diocese of Sydney is one o fthe largest
organisations o fits type in Austraha. They cater for 3,000 residents intwenty villages
managing assets ofover $250 million. There are substantial operating and capital
expenditure budgets and a staffofover 1,300 people.

Theboard seeks an exceptional executive to lead, manage and control the organisation
fiom its C"astle H ill office. The successful individual will have aproventrackrecord in
asimilargeneral managementor ChiefExecutive role where effective care is the
resultofclearmission, sound strategic planning and outstanding people management
skills. You will be committed to the Christian vision, mission and values ofthe
organisation.

A highly com petitive remuneration package is offered to attract the best candidate.

Interested? Please email your details to The Insight Group at
insgroup(”~ozemail.com.au (word 6 format), fax to (02) 9233 3802 or post to
GPO Box 7110 Sydney NSW 2001, quotingRef No. CEO701ortelephone (02)
9233 3711.
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the Iighter Side with Jeremy halcrow

thumbs up

Peter Khoury, Anglicare's media relations officer, got
a shock last month. Stan Zemanek decided to attack
the facts behind Anglicare's report into family poverty
even though they had been prepared by the Australian
Bureau of Statistics. Wisely Peter refused to appear
on Stan's show because he didn't believe Stan was
taking the issue seriously. This only provoked Stan into
a diatribe - which even questioned Peter's parentage.
But it begs the question - Who in their right mind would
question ABS statistics?

Our local tabloids went into a frenzy when they
discovered that the Newsboys - an act they had
never heard of - was Australia's fourth most popular
entertainers worldwide. More popular than even
silverchair or John Famham. The reason they are
unknown in this country is that they are Christians!

A group of French people was seated at a table. One
of them posed a question, ‘Is there anyone good
around here?’. ‘Yes there is,’ replied evangelist Zac
Lukins. ‘Jesus!’.

‘Bof! Jesus is dead, that doesn’t count.’

‘No he is not, he is alive,” Zac replied.

‘Yes he is’ ... ‘No he’s not’ ... ‘Yes he is,’ the
argument went.

CMS missionaries in Paris, Xavier and Libby Lukins,
say the evangelist, Zac, is their five-year-old son. Zac
told his parents the story when he asked for help to
explain to his friend that Jesus had risen from the
dead. The next day, better equipped, Zac spoke to his
friend Paul again. Paul’s mother, so impressed by Zac,
decided to go to an evangelistic event at the church.

The first

The Archbishop’s Protocol for
Dealing with Sexual Misconduct by
Church Workers
IS NOW In operation.

The purpose of the Protocol is to provide a formal
procedure by which any person aggrieved by the
sexual misconduct of a church worker in the
Diocese may report that misconduct

Copies of the Protocol can be obtained by
telephoning the Registrar on 9265-1522.

For the names and phone numbers of
Contact Persons see below.

Details of Contact Persons appointed by the
Archbishop under the Protocol for dealing
with Sexual Misconduct by Church Workers

The Archbishop has appointed 5 Contact Persons under the Protocol for
Dealing with Sexual Misconduct by Church Workers in the Diocese of
Sydney.

Persons aggrieved by the sexual misconduct of a church worker are
encouraged to phone one of the following contact persons. When phoning
please ask to speak to the contact person by name.

Sue (Phone 02 9874 9043)

Sue isa psychologistwho lives in Eastwood. Sue is a mother, works part
time, and is actively involved in her local church. Sue has worked with
abused adolescents and with adults with physical and emotional injuries.

Richard (Phone 02 4751 6457)

Richard is mamed, with 4 children, and lives in the Blue Mountains. He
has been practising as a social worker, therapist and trainer since 1980.
Richard has extensive experience inworking with victims of sexual abuse
and violence, children, adolescents and couples.

Margaret (Phone 02 4228 1007)

Margaret is married with adult children and is a social worker who lives
and works in Wollongong. Margaret's field of expertise is in relationship
counselling and her practice includes work with adult survivors of
childhood abuse and victims of abuse in professional relationships.

Nicola (Phone 02 9970 8392)

Nicola is a mother of 3, aged in her forties and lives on the northern
beaches. Nicola is a counsellor ina church-based counselling centre and
has been a telephone counsellorfor 10 years with a national organisation
dealing with a variety of difficult situations.

Jenni (Phone 02 9326 3172)

Jenni holds a Bachelor of Social Work and has worked in a variety of
fields including counselling, education in drug and alcohol work, youth
refuge work, education in forms of abuse, and housing co-ops. Jenni is
married with 2 children and lives and worships in the eastern suburbs.

If you wish to write to a contact person please do so by sending a
letter addressed to Sue, Richard, Margaret, Nicola or Jenni, care ofthe
Registrar, PO Box 0412, QVB Post Office NSW 1230. Please mark the
envelope ‘confidential’ to ensure that itwill be opened only by the contact
person you choose.
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Win a double pass to see Stoloni

Company B Beivoirare presenting atimely play called
Stolenthis month. Itexplores Aboriginal reconciliation.
ten people to
sbarnett@ anglicanmediasydney.asn.au will win
double passes to see Stolen on May 11. All you have
to do is answer the following question. What was the
name of the report into the stolen generation?

em ail

Yes

Buffy is not edifying

uffy the Vampire Slayer
B begins study at university

during the current season
on Seven Network. Industry in-
terest will focus on whether the
show - which has become a cult
hit with young people - can sus-
tain popularity in its new setting.

Yet, Christians may have other
questions.

In the new series, Buffy con-
tinues to battle vampires and
other assorted evil and win - but
without God or the Holy Spirit on
her side. Her friend Willow will
cast spells to ward off demons,
using witchcraft instead of Scrip-
ture and prayer.

Buffy treads some well-worn
paths as she adjusts to life on
campus. And as with many shows
aimed at teenagers, promiscuity
is portrayed as the norm. Buffy
sleeps with someone who sees it
as Just a bit of fun’ instead of a
relationship and brags to his
mates about their night together.

Other episodes are very far-
fetched. In one, a publican spikes
the beer with a warlock’s potion,
turning students into Neander-
thals. (A metaphor perhaps? -
some may argue that beer turns
men into Neanderthals anyway!)

Angel, a spin-offseries, made
its debut on the Seven Network
this year. Angel, a centuries-old
vampire, searches for redemption
by saving lost souls in Los An-
geles. The problem with Angel is
his misguided beliefhe will rid the
evil in him by doing good.

Gory stories are always a hit
and Buffy and Angel have plenty
of violence. Viewers with weak
stomachs will certainly find it
hard to watch, with blood-cur-
dling scenes as extreme as de-
mons slitting people’s throats.

Christians should avoid
watching these shows because
ofthe violence, sex, spells, witch-
craft and demons. These shows
give the wrong impression of the
supernatural. Evil can’t fight evil.
Nor can anyone have a victory
overevil without God. Scary pro-
grams are not harmless entertain-
ment. The Bible tells us to fear
God, not TV ‘monsters’.

- Carolyn Cash

Sarah

England’'s churches turn to evangelism

In England, thousands of churches of all denominations
have agreed to start door-to-door evangelism this year -
described in the secular media as 'in a style similar to that
used by Jehovah’s Witnesses'. To mark the Millennium, the
churches are offering people a free 80-minute Jesus video -
the life of Jesus, as told in Luke’s Gospel. Denominations
taking part include Roman Catholic, Church of England,®
Baptist and Methodist churches. Seventy per cent of the
residents who were at home accepted the video or a

magazine.

BC cartoon - widely read but widely censored

WORLD- Johnny Hart's cartoon strips BC and The Wizard of
Id have delighted fans for 42 years, winning him many
accolades and awards. But recently BC, described as 'a
caveman with convictions' has been dropped from a number
of major US newspapers including the Chicago Sun-Times,
while the Los Angeies Times has decided to censor any
‘Christian’ comment. BC has been known to mention Jesus
or Easter. But the double standard is obvious. Cartoons

which push a partisan liberal agenda remain unaffected.

Japan’s computers become spiritual

In Japan, Sony Vaio machines have replaced the impersonal
and unhelpful Microsoft error messages with their own

at Japanese haiku poetry, each only 17 syllables. Some of

Chaos reigns within.

Order shatt return.

No

Buffy has valuable insights

f you can understand why

IBuffy works, you might be

close to understanding how

to speak about Christ to a gen-

eration of post-Christian secular
spiritualists.

Buffy is a Slayer - the ‘Cho-
sen one, bom with the strength
and skill to hunt vampires and
other deadly creatures, to find
them where they gather and to
stop the spread of their evil.’

Buffy is not alone. She and
her fiiends are bound by a sense
of mission and humour, and by
special knowledge that cannot be
understood or shared by others -
especially parents!. They know
secrets that give them knowledge
- and in this world of demons and
spirits, knowledge is power.

Essentially, Buffy and her
friends are sexy power rangers for
teenagers. And if you can under-
take a massive suspension of dis-
belief you might just give it a
viewing.

If you do watch it, don’t get

Reflect, repent, and reboot.

them have quite spiritual overtones:

hung up on the demons. To my
mind they are not the challeng-
ing things about the show. What
| find scary in Buffy - and its spin
off, Angel - is that demons, spells
and supernatural powers are
used as a metaphor for the con-
fusing life of a young person in a
complex world. A cosmology is
invented to make sense of needs
and feelings. The problem for the
young viewers is, ‘How is Jesus
any different?’ and, ‘What is
tmth?’

The other acute problem is
the depiction of good and evil.
Evil is out there - an entity be-
yond, while humanity is seen as
‘the good’. In all our frailty, pas-
sions and occasional failure, in
Buffy’s world we are the good.
Also inBujfy, evil is nearly always
ugly, and is seldom subtle. But
asa fiiend said, evil in her experi-
ence is shining and beautiful. She
is tempted by things that are al-
luring. Maybe just like Buffy and
her attractive fiiends?

- Matthew Pickering

Thanks to Anne Cameron and the
young people of Austinmer Anglican
Ghtmh.
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Who can forgive Hansie?

comment
Stephen Liggins

ports fans, and many others

around the world have been

shocked by the recent
allegations of match-fixing levelled
against former South African Cricket
Captain, Hansie Cronje. Cronje, a
professing Christian, had been considered
a man of great integrity and a fine
ambassador for the game.

While Cronje denies the charges of match-fixing, he has
admitted to the lesser offence of providing ‘team information and
forecasts’ to a South African man representing a London-based
Indian bookmaker in return for $US10-$15,000.

“l find myself in an awful predicament brought about by my own
foolishness and naivety,” he admitted in a recent statement. “I
realise that | face certain personal difficulties of my own making
but what concerns me most is the hurt and disappointment that |
have caused my wife and family, cricket fans throughout South
Africa, the United Cricket Board and my team-mates in the South
African Proteas cricket side.”

Many people have been extremely disillusioned, upset and
surprised by Cronje’s admissions. Former Australian captain, lan
Chappell, told The Daily Telegraph, “lt is a sad moment for cricket.
My first instinct was that it couldn’t be Hansie Cronje and it couldn’t
be South Africa.”

Many wonder why Cronje engaged in the sorts of activities that
he has? The Bible encourages us to be truthful and honest in our
dealings. Leaders, Christian or otherwise, need to consider the
influence that they have, and look to the integrity of their lives.
International cricketers are looked upon as role models.

Cronje has made some significant blunders, there is not doubt
about that. However, Christianity is, in the end, all about grace and
forgiveness. No one is perfect. We all make mistakes. Jesus
came to help the sick, not the healthy. Christians are people who
have responded to God’s offer of forgiveness through Jesus’
death on the cross. Christians will then want to live in a way
pleasing to God, but they will still make mistakes.

We should remind ourselves of our own failings before we
become too critical of others. We should also remember the
scrutiny under which well-known people live their lives. Most of us
can make our mistakes in relative privacy. They cannot.

Recent allegations about more widespread links between
cricket and gambling are matters of great concern. One hopes that
corruption can be weeded out of the game. However, we should
keep the matter of cricketing corruption in perspective. We live in a
world where there is poverty, war, oppression, family breakdown
and the desperate need for the gospel.

Cronje has made major blunders and the speed with which he
has ‘fallen’ is sobering. It would be worth supporting him in prayer.

Stephen Liggins is a former Sydney First Grade Cricketer.
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meteoric rise to the

Sports Secttion

EsvStephen Ligcilins

0 say that Jana Pittman’s
rise to Olympic finals
contention has been

meteoric  would be an

understatement. After some
involvement with Little Athletics
as a youngster, she moved into

serious running at the age of 14.

Now aged 17, the Girraween

High Year 12 student is the equal

World Under 20 record holder

for the 400 metres hurdles (55.20

seconds) and is looking forward

to representing Australia at this
year’s Olympics.

Her Olympic aims are to make
the semi-finals or final of the 400
hurdles, as well as to be a
member of the Australian
women’s 4 x 400 metres relay
team. “I’m hoping to be able to
run the final with Cathy
(Freeman),” she says.

Jana grew up within what she
describes as a ‘Christian
lifestyle’. Her grandfather was a
minister. “l gave my life to God
when 1 was 13,” she says. “It
wasn’t until then that | really
decided that it was the way that |
wanted to go.”

Jana has been helped by Nett
Knox, the Australian Athletics
Chaplain. “At first she was just
like a mentor,” Jana says. “We
just talked a lot. And then we
started getting into my
Christianity and | started asking
her a lot of questions. We’ve
stayed really good friends ever
since. | can talk to her about
anything.”

Aged 14, in her ‘comeback
year’, Jana won the National
Finals for her age in the 200 metre
hurdles. “From there | decided
that it was obviously something
that 1was going to be gifted in.”

Jana recalls her father’s
reluctance at her attending the
Nationals. “I remember my dad
clearly saying, ‘We can’t send
her to the Nationals because
she’ll be so upset when she
comes last.”

Jana ran her first 400 metre

T

hurdles in September 1998 and
won. Around this time Jackie
Byrnes, Melinda Gainsford’s
running coach, approached Jana
with a view to coaching her as
well. About six months ago Jana
and Jackie decided that Jana was
going to have to work on her
hurdling technique. She now has
a hurdles coach as well.

In recent months Jana has
run Olympic A qualifying times
for both the 400 metres hurdles
and the 400 metres.

“I’'m very lucky to have, so
far, a career that has really had
very few ups and downs,” she
admits. “I’ve spoken to a lot of

athletes who have had the
downfalls, and | suppose they
almost learn the lessons for
you.”

Jana has particularly enjoyed
the opportunities she has had to
represent Australia overseas.
She has competed in South
Africa and Poland. “Wearing the
green and gold - it’sjust amazing
to be out there and running for
your country”

Another high point was
running at this year’s Nationals
against Cathy Freeman in the
Olympic Stadium. “That was a
fantastic experience,” she says.
“That stadium’s amazing. You
walk out there and you’re taken
aback by all the people around.”

Cathy beat her by half a
metre in the 400 metres semi-
final, but by 10 metres in the
final. “She gave me a big kiss on
the cheek after the race,” Jana
says speaking of the final.

The following weekend they
were both at the same training
camp. “She (Cathy) talked to me
the whole time - told me a bit
about her diet, told me about
what her goals are and that sort
of thing.” Jana really appreciated
the time the Olympic silver
medallist spent with her.

Jana has a lot of drive. She
likes training, and going to
libraries to look up things in

Jana
Pittman
hopes to
run in the
4x400 finai
with

Cathy
Freeman

books. “I

like things

that are

factual.

When | was

younger |

often had diff-

icultywith my

Christ-

lanity

because

S0 many

things didn’t make sense to me.”
She did religious studies at the
school she attended before
Girraween High. One of her
religious studies teachers was
not a Christian and seemed very
‘bitter’ about Christianity.

Jana looks back on a
significant talk she had with
Stuart Gyngall, a Christian and
former shot putting champion. “I
think Stuart did clear up a lot of
things that | was stuck on.”

Ofthe Olympics, she says, “1
am looking very positively
towards them.”

However, amidst all the
excitement, Jana has not lost
sight of where her ability has
come from. “I know that God has
given me this gift so that I'm
very thankful for it.”

Christ doesn’t fit a sound-byte society

continued from page 24

Another major reason for Su-
dan’s invisibility, Devereux and
Haynes argue, are the complexi-
ties journalists face in describing
the 15 year civil war raging be-
tween the largely Muslim north
and largely Christian south. It is
simply put in the too hard bas-
ket.

In a recent book, Jeffrey
Scheuer, a US political commen-
tator, argues that the democratic
process is being distorted by a
television-centred political sys-
tem. The community is being
‘dumbed-down’ because radio
and television - people’s main
news sources - seek and demand
simplicity. The political ideas that
succeed are those that are easily
reduced to simple, visceral slo-
gans and sound bites.

“A sound byte society, in
which slogans and images sup-
plant arguments and ideas, fa-
vours certain kinds of claims and
values,” he says.

If Scheuer is correct, then re-
ligion cannot be discussed in a
‘sound-b>'te’ environment with-
out being distorted. Its messages

are simply too complex.
However Christianity is es-
sentially arelational religion. Itis
about having a right relationship
with God, and those around you.
These concepts are going to be
more effectively communicated
through a relational medium -
such as the Internet. And the In-
ternet’s time is about to dawn.
Yet, there are problems with
the Internet also. Already the larg-
est media companies run the
main newsites. In Australia, for

example, these would be
ninemsn, Fairfax, the ABC and
News.

Professor Robert McChes-
ney from the University of Illinois
argues that the fact worldwide
media is concentrated in the
hands a few rowners also effects
the kind of news stories we see.

McChesney has found that
the best journalism is pitched to
the business class and suited to
its needs and prejudices. (Think
of Channel Nine’s Sunday pro-
gram. Even the ABC News has a
slot dedicated to business.)

The findings of Devereux and
Haynes on the reporting of the

Sudanese reflect this process.
Another major factor in the invis-
ibility of Sudan is that few west-
ern newspapers have a bureau in
the region. The priority is the eco-
nomically more important regions
- Europe, the US, East Asia, Rus-
sia.

As George Orwell said in his
(unpublished!) introduction to
Animal Farm, censorship in free
societies is infinitely more so-
phisticated and thorough than in
dictatorships. It isjust more sub-
tle, because it is implicit in a sys-
tem that promotes certain Kinds
of people into the decisio- mak-
ing positions.

The values and priorities of
Christianity will always be mar-
ginalised in a media system set
up to serve business.

Further reading:

Devereux, Eoin and Haynes, Amanda
“Irish print media coverage of the
1998 Sudanese crisis" in Media De-
velopment, No 1, 2000.

McChesney, Robert Rich Media, Poor
Democracy

Scheuer, Jeffrey The Sound Bite
Society: television and the Ameri-
can mind (NY, 1999)
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Reviews

Gladiator a spect2icie of historical carnage

Gladiator, M

’s more than 40 years since
en-Hur scooped the Oscar

ool and the world ofRome is
back on the big screen with Ridley
Scott’s sturmer, Gladiator.

Starring the ever-watchable
Russell Crowe as Maximus and
JoaquinPhoenix as the malevolent
Commodus, Gladiator interrupts
the steady flow of space-based
narratives and returns to the
‘spear and sandal’ genre of films.

An unsurprising tale ofinjus-
tice - a betrayed war hero turns
reluctant gladiator - the strength
of Scott’s film is in the telling.

Resisting the temptation to
rush his audience to the amphi-
theatre, Scottbegins his narrative
in the arena of war. In doing so,
he provides a context for his epic
drama and establishes the gritty
credentials ofhis hero, Maximus.

In some respects Ridley
Scott’s grasp ofhistory is impres-
sive. His film depicts the power
of the army and the potential in-
fluence of a successful general.
These were significant elements
in Roman politics. But it is the
brutality of the arena and the
broad popularity of gladiatorial
games that captures his interest.
Speaking about his film he em-
phasised his priority in staying
true to the ‘spirit of the period’.
For Scott, this was more impor-
tant than adhering to fact.

Unfortunately Gladiator,
while a powerful epic, does stray
from history. But to explain the
inaccuracies would divulge many
of the significant plot develop-
ments. Suffice to say itis unlikely
Marcus Aurelius aspired to give
Rome ‘back to the people’.

But for those whose ire will
not be stirred by gross manipula-

i ? i
j Read the full review online

ILooking For

iAlibrandi- m
“TV director Kate Woods {Janus,
Phoenix) makes an impressive fea-
ture debut in this entertaining and
moving rites-of-passage film.
Josie Alibrandi, part ofthe cursed
trio of Alibrandi women, just
wants to get through her HSC, get
into Law and make the man ofher
dreams fall in love with her. But
things don’t work out quite as she
had planned.
Based on the award-winning
novel. Lookingfor Alibrandi is -
in my experience - an authentic
recollection ofhigh school.
A fairly slick Australian produc-
tion about coming of age and the
tragedies that often come with it.”
Sarah Barnett
www.anglicanmediasydney.asn.au/
cul/alibrandi.htm
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Buffy& Angel
debated
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Film

SarahBarnett

tion ofhistory, this is exciting al-
beit violent viewing.

Wedding ancient Rome with
modem special effects, this daz-
zling action spectacle is bigger
and better (though thankfully not
longer) than Ben-Hur.

The popular technology of
computer graphic imaging (CGI)
was used for conjuring the Col-
osseum and increasing the
number of spectators in attend-

ance. When veteran actor Oliver
Reed - who stars as gladiator
turned trainer. Proximo - died dur-
ing filming, the remainder of his
scenes were manufactured
seemlessly with CGI.

This isafilm forthe eyesrather
than the mind. A richly visual
movie, its tone is dark and som-
bre. While the screenplay suffers
from the odd cliché, the movie is
confronting and absorbing.

Russell Crowe fights for his life as Gladiator’'s Maximus - the
general who became a slave who became... well not a historian.

Set roughly a century and a
half after the death of Jesus, the
film gives an indication of the
world into which Christianity was
bom. This was a precarious time
where life could be bought and
sold and extinguished for the
sake of entertainment.

While Gladiator slots into
the action category of film, it’s a
story replete with yearning.
Maximus wants revenge but it’s
not only blood he after but a

sense of peace.

The Christian faith and the re-
ligionofRome, while essentially
different, have a pointin common.
Both consider that the decisions
made in this life impact upon the
next.

According to Maximus,
“Whatwe do in life echoes in eter-
nity.” Christians will know that it
is accepting what has been done
for us in this life that determines
our place in eternity.

Christ’s message doesn'’t fitasound-byte society

CultureW atch

Jeremy Halcrow

am often asked why Christian
tr religious issues don’t get a
etter run in the media. My re-
sponse is less sanguine than you
might expect. If you take a broad
view of the media - from subur-
ban newspapers to the internet -
there are many avenues that
Christians find easy to exploit.

But | suspect what people are
really asking is, ‘Why don’t we
see Christian issues discussed on
the TV news’.

It is a fair question. Why, for
example, isthe plight ofthe Chris-
tian Sudanese rarely discussed?

The simple answer would be
that it is difficult to get footage.
Generally speaking, religious is-
sues are intellectual and esoteric,
while television and print news
is driven by images. Without the
footage, there can be no story.
But this is not really the case with
Sudan - which is overflowing
with human interest potential.

Dr Eoin Devereux and Dr
Amanda Haynes, from the Uni-
versity of Limerick, have analysed
the response to the Sudanese cri-
sis in the Irish press.

A major problem they uncov-

for the Christian message

24 Southern Cross

ered, was the press’ over-reliance
on one or two international me-
dia services for their reporting on
the Third World.

The problem with this situa-
tion is that the chances of acci-
dental distortion and manipula-
tion are increased. There have
been allegations, for example, that
the Kuwaiti royal family employed
the PR company Hill & Knowlton
to craft the ‘incubator babies
murder’ story which whipped up
the American public prior to the
Gulf War. There have also been
claims that US military ‘Psycho-
logical Operations’ personnel
employed by CNN produced
news stories during the Kosovo
crisis.

continued page 23

News as entertainment

playful, with the news revealed through a series of humorous

G ood News Week (GNW) is the archtypal ‘post-modern’ news show. It is

games. Like its sister show The Panel, there is no single set opinion or
authoritative voice. The ‘news’ is imparted through dialogue and subjective
opinion. Does this make GNW inherently bad? The biting cynicism does give
an insight into the dark side of the post-modern condition. But the short
answer is no. It simply foregrounds a trend developing in current affairs over
the past 20 years. It is no more or less ‘entertainment’ than A Current Affair or
radio shock-jocks such as Alan Jones or Stan Zemanek. And even ‘quality’
media such as the Sydney Morning Herald are pushing towards niche
marketed sections, and increased ‘opinion’ content.

WWW.

.het.au

Manufacturing news

hy are audiences fascinated

with the manufacturing of

popstars? For some time a
‘celebrity culture' has been growing in
the West. This process has been driven
by the increased cynicism towards tra-
ditional sources of moral authority - gov-
ernment, the law and the churches. Ce-
lebrities have become the new moral
role models. Not in the sense that they
‘preach’ anything but that by looking at
the lives of celebrities, people are able
to reflect on the fight’ way to behave.
Our fractured, post-modern society
needs pop stars. Ina society which does
not share a common moral centre, pop
culture is the collective dialogue.

But Channel Seven’s Popstars
takes one step further. It is a co-pro-
duction which includes a record com-
pany and women’s magazine New Idea.
This fact raises some disturbing ques-
tions. Was the hype over the alleged
sacking of one of the Popstars for steal-
ing written into the script in order to en-
gineer further publicity for the show
through news sources?

Popstars reflects a speeding up of
the ‘celebrity culture’ circus which builds
up the fame of a celebrity as the 'best
newthing' before they are brought down
by scandal. This is driven by the need
to constantly turnover products.

tell your friends
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