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I Co:;.~in thians l2: 13 ~ HF or by o:-:..e 
Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body and were al.1. made to drink <?f one 
Spiri t 11 • 

Each of the four gospels emphas­
ises at t~e beginning of the Lord~s 

ministry t:'2B- t :i:-iis work would be to bap-~ 
tize with the Holy Spirit~ c>.nd they put 
this i~ sharp contrast to the ministry 
of' Joh.""1. the :3aptist r· who was baptizing 
with water. .h.t the end o f Jesus~ 
~inistry, on the eve of Eis ascension~ 
our Lord reaffirmed that baptism with 
the Eoly Spirit was to be the experience 
of every Christian., I-fo told Hi.s dis .... 
ciples r 11 Joh.r-i i.."'1.deed baptized with 
water but you sl:.nll bo baptized with 
the Eoly Spirit not ma...'"':y days hence 21 o 

This pro~ise of baptisn by Jesus with 
the n oly Spirit was fulfilled o~ t~e 

Day of Pentecost~ whe~ the small ba~d 
of' Christia-"'l disciples - 120 in all ~· 
were gathered in the upper room~ when 
Jesus poured out on thel!l His Holy 
Spirit., Having received f'rom the Father 
the promised Holy Spiritr He poured it 
out on the disciples~ is how St .Peter 
explai~ed the pheno~enon to the marvel­
ling spo eta tors,. A little later CoF.c..,. 
elius and his household receivec the 
sar;:ie baptism with the Holy Spirit at 
the hand of Jesus 9 as they believed the 
Gospel Peter was preachi_'tlgo: It was the 
sane baptisw as at Po~tecoste Peter 
explai.11.ed, 11 .As I began to spea..1<:~ the 
Holy Spirit fell on the~, even as on 
us at the beginningc A ... "1.d I remer.:bered 
tho word of' the Lords how that He saiC., 
'Johr:. indeed baptized witn waterr but 
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you shall be baptiz0d with the Holy 
Spirit'"• 

Baptism with the Spirit of God is 
the initial act which Bakos us Christ­
ians. It is the gift of Christ, for it 
is He who adds to the church~ In Titus, 
Paul calls this action a ~washing of 
regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Spirit~~ and in Joh..~ J Jesus calls it 
! a new birth': a tbeing born of the 
Spirit', and in the next chapter he 
calls it a ~ drinking of living water' 
which becomes a well of water bubbling 
up within the Christian and bringing 
him into eternal lifeo In Joh.~ 7 Jesus 
described this work of the Spirit as 
rivers flowing out from the Christianis 
heart., It is .interesting to notG that 
all these images of this initial work 
of the Spirit in t l-:G Ch:;_~is tian are 
drawn f'ro rr. water ·- washingu pouring~ 
drinking:, baptizing~ bubbling wells~ 
flowing rivers ~ all arc water meta­
phors, a.:.-id t his imagery is based o:n the 
Old Testament where tho lif'e~·giving 
Spi.ri t of' God is often spoken of i:::i 
terms of water - a natural metaphor in 
a dry and parched cou.~try~ 

In our text t ho work of Jesus in 
mc.:'.:::ing us Christians t :C.rough His Spirit 
is described by the Apostle Paul lli-ider 
a two-fold water metaphor., "You were 
all baptized with tho Spirit cow and 
you wore all given the Spirit to dtink. 11 • 

We sho~ld note tho universality of this 
work of the Spirit throughout the 
Christian body., As the Prophet Joel. 
f'oretol4 every Christian has the Spirit 

poured out on him 9 that is, ho hns "!:>een 
?baptized wit!1. the Spirit! to q_uoto 
Josus7 words; he hns ~drunk of the 
Spirit? to quote St Pnul itl our texto 
It is this work of the Spirit withi~ 
which makes tho Christia.:.J. a now rr...anll. a 
now creation, for t he Spirit is the 
Spirit of God~ the Croator~ n.id St Paul 
says in Rm:ians 11 I:f ruiy man has n ot the 
Spirit of C1:1rist he is none of His 11

0 

If' we hnvo no t boon baptized by · Jesus 
with tho I-Ioly Spirit in ro gonora.tio:.1 
e..:-id ti1e :aew birth~ t he:i we have not 
bogu..~ to be Christia..'C.s 3 we are still ir~ 
our sins, still lost .eto r nallyo Ti10 
iai tial stop is to respond to t:~e 
g racious i:.1.vi ta ti on of' ·tho Lord 11 If a:1.y 
r:1a-:: t11.i:L'st 7 let hin cor.10 u::1to Bo 2.:.J.:l 
c:rix1k". 

ThG fact that every Christic:i.r.. 
without e:;::ception has received t~-i:i . s 
relationship to . the Spirit becomes t~'lO 
gro und of our U:.J.i ty as Christiansc ::!:t 
is n vary close llllityt< o~ton compare d 
i n t h.o How Tos tah1el1. t to the UL-ii ty o:f 
t:1.o hw:1n.-:i. body o It is a supor:na tural 
u:1.i tyJ it is brought about by oac:i.1. of 
~s sharing in tho Spirit of God himsolfo 
St Paul stresses tho Spi:..~i t as tl10 
U:.1.i ti vo fnctor: 111di t :-i one Spirit you 
were all ::iaptizcd i n. to one body 221d you 
wo re all made to drin..1<: of' one Spirit 11 o 

Elsewhere in tho !Jew Testament tli.i. s 
unity is spoken of' as tho fellowship of 
the Spirit~ for Christian unity is not 
a dead inert unity: but it is n unity 
cronted by Godts prose~ce, by tho lifo­
giving Spirit of Godt so tilat it is 
personal~ i·t is fellowship

0 
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Within this fellowship tlic Spirit 
of Christ gives spGcific gifts with the 
view that ministering among ourselves 
these gifts, we may both express our 
fellowhip and build it up. Some of 
these gifts are aentioned :h the passage 
from which the text is tak.Gn~ We read 
of apostles, prophets, teachers, 
miracles, healings: helps, aru:tlnistrat­
ors, tongueso Elsewhere St Paul ment­
ions other gifts given by the same 
Spirit. Everyone has his oim gift a."1.d 
t he whole fellowship supports each of 
us in tho exercise of our gifts~ which 
we should use for God's glory and for 
building one a..viother up. 

The Christinn church is primarily 
a spiritual unity, "With one Spirit 
were we all baptized into one body" and 
frOI:l within this unity we exercise our 
Go d-gi VBr:. gifts of t e a chin& of helping, 
of administration, of evangelism. 

Row docs a cathedral fit into 
this concept of God 1 s people being a 
fellowship through the Spirit of Christ, 
with the U..""li ty of the one Spirit in the 
diversity of differe~t gifts? In our 
text the church is cor.ipared to the 
hu.raan body, which is a unity with its 
different parts hold togetbor in an 
intense oneness by t~e person whoso 
body it is. This is the picture that 
St Paul gives us of tho Christian 
church, of which we haVG been made 
menbers by the baptisn ·with the Spirit 
of Christ. 

Where then does tho Cathedral. fit 
into this pioture1 Or for t:mt natter, 

} 

IJ 

where does Synod, or Church 3 ouse fit 
in? The church is a fol1owship as 
wo have seen, and if we reflect on the 
nature of fellowship we will see that 
all fellowships create structures 
through which they express theBselvos 
and which assist then L"l being fe1low­
ships. Tuke for exanple the sir.Jple 
illustration of a Wru~en's Fellowship 
meeting. One of its ~embers will pro­
vide the tea und a~ot...~er tho milk, 
<:'.llother t ake s the chair. These sir:lple 
structures are designed to strengthen 
and assist the f'ell.owship in its 
fUJ."1.ctioning. So, too, tho Christin:..J. 
church, which is a fellowship of ti10 
Spirit, has over the centuries created 
various structures to express its 
fellowship, and to assist it. Tho 
purpose of' these structures is to 
streng then tiLat fellowship by b eing 
vehicles f'or its expression, and a mea.'"'ls 
of assisti:~g tho exorcising of t he 
ministries of its ~cnbers. 

'rho groat danger is t:!20 over 
present ten dency to regard the struct­
ures as ir.-iporta;.1. t in ther:1sel vcs, 
especially as they are noro visible 
than is fellowship, which is personal 
and invisible though the real thing. 
The danger is that instead of' the 
structures serving the fellowship it 
cones about that the fellowship is made 
to sorve the structures, and this 
destroys t..11.e fellowship. Structures, 
too, I:laY beoo:::ie top heavy or out of 
dn te 1 and so injure the fellowship 
i..~stond of' assisti..~g it. They nay 
bccor.10 authori taria..""l, and so infringe 
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from which the text is taken, We read 
of apostles, prophets, teachers, 
miracles, healings: helps, aru.:tlnistrat­
ors, tongues. Elsewhere St Paul ment­
ions other gifts given by the same 
Spirit. Everyone has his 01m gift a.."1d 
the whole fellowship supports each of 
us in tho exercise of our gifts~ which 
we should use for God's glory and for 
buil.ding one a."1.other up. 

The Christinn church is primarily 
a spiritual unity, "With one Spirit 
wore we all baptized into one body" and 
frOI:l within this unity we exercise our 
Go d-gi vn:r:. gifts of tea chin~ of helping, 
of administration, of evangelism. 

How docs a cathedral fit into 
this concept of God 1 s people being a 
fellowship through tho Spirit of Christ, 
with the U..""li ty of the one Spirit in the 
diversity of diffore~t gifts? In our 
text the church is cor.iparod to tho 
hWi1a.n body, which is a unity with its 
different parts held togetber in an 
intense oneness by t~e person whoso 
body it is. This is the picture that 
St Paul gives us of tho Christian 
church, of which we have been made 
monbers by the baptisn ·with the Spirit 
of Christ. 

Where th.on does tho Cathedral. fit 
into this pioture? Or for t:nt matter, 

} 

IJ 

where does Synod, or Church 2ousc fit 
in? The church is a fellowship as 
wo have seen, and if we reflect on the 
nature of fellowship we will see that 
all f'ellowships create structures 
through which they express thesselvos 
and which assist then LJ. being fellow­
ships. Tako for exanple the siraple 
illustration of a Wonen's Fellowship 
meeting. One of' its ~embers will pro­
vide the tea nnd a~o~~er the milk, 
c:..nother takes the chair. Those sir:lple 
structures are designed to strengthen 
and assist the fellowship in its 
fllllctioning. So, too, tho Christia..J. 
church, wll..ich is · a fellowship of t:hc 
Spirit, has over the centuries created 
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and injure the exercisi~g of' those 
ndnistrics wlrich t:-ie Spirit of Christ 
gives directly to each of' -His members. 
The test of any church structure is 
whether it assists t:~1e f'cllow·ship of' 
the Spirit and aids tl1e Spirit gi vor: 
ninistries of the ~:ior:lbers., 

Cathedrals are· institutions w.:.uc.c, 
the Christian churc~ has created and 
used for over 1~400 years us an ~id to 
express its lliJ.i ty a..--:.d f'"L-1lfil its i21in­
istries o Tcis evening we colobrate t~o 
lOOti1 a..-mivcrsary o.f this Cntl-..edrnl 
buildiag i:n which wo .::re · e-athered., L 
ch.urea building is in itself' a synbol 
of unity, for its sol_e purpose :Ls to 
provide a meot:i:-:.g :r,ilaco for God rs 
people where they can express their 
follows~1.ip by corning together to unite 
ill. comma::. prayer ci.i1.d. praise i- and to 
join together in ths .fo .l:o.wship meal of 
tho Lord.~s supper nnd to b.oa:r God's 
\ .. lord oxpou."1dod ., Tho paris11. c~1urch. is 2. 

syrabo 1 of tho U...'1.i ty o:f tho lo ca congro­
ga tion s and the mot2cr church is tho 
synbol o:f that t::.ni ty over t:1.o larger 
area of' tho diocese., L cathedral is a 
syl':!boJ_ that tho unity of' Ch:::-istis 
ch.l.!rd1 is !no re tr.an local::- and it 
becomes c:..:.1 nid i:-i t:w largar oxprcssio:~ 
of tl-:e u.:1.i ty wh.o::.-i within its , w~lls tho 
r.10r:1bors of the body of' Christ 9 filled 
with His Spirit ~ como together and 
share fellowship in the Christian hope~ 

A cathedral not only servos the 
larger exprossion of the unity of 
Christ's peoplo in this way but should 
also servo in furthering one of tho 

J 

basic Ltlnistries which the Spirit of 
God gives within the body of Christ, 
that is, the ministry of teaching the 
Word of God. The very nane •cathedral' 
raeans the place of teaching~ for a 
cathedra is the Greek word for the 
""teacherfs chair on which ho sits to 
ir~structo Teaching is a basic ministry 
in the church; whether the teaching is 
in the home by the parents, or in the 
congregation by the minister~ for the 
knowledge of God is the foundation of 
Christian faith, Christian worship a..'"ld 
Christian obedionc0g The Christian 
life is motivated by the Christian 
hope.. Those things must be taughto We 
are not born with this supernatural 
kr..owledge~ we must be taught it froo 
the "'dord of God.. Cl>...rist rules our co:n­
scio!lces through His \ford aJ1d. tho 
pastor who rules the flock of God must 
teach the Word~ and apply it to tho 
conscienceo This is his o~ly instrume~t 
for ruling in the name of Christe It 
is 4ot possible to be a pastor without 
being a teacher~ and th.at is why the 
Scripture insists that those who are 
admitted to the office of' pastor must 
be ~apt to teachfo On tho otr~r hand 
it is possible to be a teacher without 
having pastoral respoasibilitios, and 
t~at is why the cathedral chur&~ with 
its central positio~ may well serve the 
work of toaching 1 thougn pastoral care 
must be givea on a more intimate basiso 
The unit of the parish is suited for 
the exercise of a pastoral ministry, 
which needs for its exercise regular 
fellowship between pastor and people, 
so that pastor and people arc able to 
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basic Ltlnistries which the Spirit of 
God gives with:L.'1. the body of Christ, 
that is, the ministry of' teaching the 
Word of' God. The very nane •cathedral' 
Lleans the place of teaching~ for a 
cathGdra is the Greek word f'or the 
t";acherfs chair on which he sits to 
ir~structo Teaching is a basic ministry 
in the church~ whether the teaching is 
in the home by the parents, or in the 
congregation by the minister~ for the 
knowledge of God is tho foundation o:f 
Christian faith, Christian worship a."11.d 
Christian obedienc0~ The Christia...'1. 
life is motivated by the Christian 
hope.. These things must be taughto We 
are not born with this supernatural 
lmowledge~ we must be taught it froo 
the "tford of' God., C:b...rist rules our con­
scio!lces through His Word and the 
pastor who rules the f'l.ock of God must 
teach the Word$ and apply it to tho 
conscienoeo This is his o~ly instrument 
for ruling in ti1.e name of Christe It 
is Lot possible to be a pastor without 
bei~g a teacher~ and that is why the 
Scr1pture insists that those who are 
admitted to the office o:f pastor must 
be ~apt to teachfo On tho other hand 
it is possible to be a teacher without 
having pastoral responsibilities, and. 
tLat is why the cathedral chur&~ with 
its central positioP- may well serve the 
work of teaching, though pastoral care 
must be givea on a more :L~timate basisQ 
The unit of the parish is suited for 
the exercise of' a pastoral ministry, 
which needs for its exercise regular 
fellowship between pastor and people, 
so that pastor and people arc able to 



exercise mutual ca:;:-e and responsibility~ 
ex:horta ti on~ encourageraen t a.11.d adrlo:::ii t­
ion~ one for the other. :Eappy is the 
pas to:;:- of' such a :fellowshj_p~ The u...n.i t 
of the diocese is better auited :for 
administration and 
mother ch urchr and 
whose cathedral it 

for teachingo The 
the ch ief ninister 

is~ eJcercises the 
minis try of teachi::.-:i.G"; Dean. and C:::..i-:or:s 
assist in t1.-lis fundamental work o:f 
teaching the people of God the Verd of 
Godw Whe~ 100 years ago Bishop Barker! 
Bishop of' SycL.-iey a.11.d Eetropoli ta.."! of 
Australia consecrated thin building in 
the presence of the Goverz:.or and of the 
leaders of church and state~ he emphas~· 
ised these two features o:f a cathedral~ 

ministry : that it should be a symbol 
and a service of the UlLity of GodYs 
people: and it should be a place for 
the teaching of' those people the Word 
of Godo These are the fundamental 
ministries of every cathedral by its 
very nature as a mother church of the 
diocese a.J.d the place . where the bishop 
has his cathedra or teaching chai.r., 

But our Cathedral has a :further 
vi.tal ministry because o:f its uniqu 
position in t he heart o:f this busy city' 
and that is the mi:iistry of evangelism: 
bringing the gospe:!. to those outside 
the knowledge of' Christe This buildi::ig 
fakes its name :from St Andrew r who was 
the first in the Gospels to bring some­
o:ae to Jesus, the first evan.gelis t we 
may sayo J{e brought his brother Si211on 
who becano the leader of' t~e apostles. 
It is i~teresting to note that when 
3ishop 3arker preached at the c0nse-

cration of this 
third objective 
evangelizir:g of 

building, he added as a 
for this Cathedral t~e 

the City of Sydney~ 

Eva.'1.gelism~ teaching, f'ellowshipi 
these were the things this cathedral 
building was built to serve. We turn 
the design into reality when through 
t~e power o:f the Spirit we express our 
:fellowship; when we build one another 
up ir.. our most holy faith through the 
Word of' God; and when we go out to 
bri::1g our brothers, our acquaintances~ 
our neig:l.bours, into the knowledge of' 
Jesus Christ, to His glory and for 
their eternal salvationc We have 
:L~herited this building t hrough the 
generosity of those who went before us 
and may we by God's grace use it · for 
the purposes :for which it has bee:;.1 
provided; to be a place of' :fellowship 
in the Holy Spirit; to be a chair of 
teaching the Word o:f God to the people 
o:f God, and to be t h e opportunity for 
ta2~i..~g the knowledge of Christ to those 
who live i...~ the cow.mU:-ii ty around us. 
As we joi:~ with its founders in these 
objectives, this building will be used 
to the glory of Goe in the years t hat 
1.ie ahead. 

*** 



exercise mutual ca"Z'e and responsibility~ 
exhortation~ encourageraent and adr10:::iit­
ion~ one for the other. Eappy is the 
pas to:.:' of' such a fellowshj_p~ The unit 
of the diocese is better auited for 
ad.ministration and for teachingo ~he 
mother church~ and the chief ninister 
whose cathedral it is~ exercises the 
minis try of teach.inc-; Dean. and C::..nons 
assist in t1:1is :fundameP-. tal work o:f 
teaching the people of God the Uord of 
God.. W:tie:c-: 100 years ago Bishop Barker! 
Bishop of SycL.J.ey an.d r1:etropoli tw."'1 of 
Australia consecrated thin building in 
the presence of the Goverr..or and of the 
leaders of church and state~ he emphas-· 
ised these two features of a cathedral~ 

ministry: that it should be a symbol 
a.:.J.d a service of t he unity of GodYs 
people~ and it should be a place for 
the teaching of those people the Word 
of Godo These are t he funda~ental 

ministries of' every cathedral by its 
very nature as a mo~her church of the 
diocese a.J.d the place . where the bishop 
has his cathedra or teachi.11.g chai.r., 

But our Cathedral has a further 
vi.tal ministry because of its uniqu 
position in the heart o:f t h is busy cig1\ 
and that is the mi:iistry o:f evangelism: 
bringing the gospel to those outside 
the knowledge of' Christe This buildi:ig 
takes its name from St An.drew r who was 
the first in the Gospels to bring some-
0:;:1e to Jes us, the first evru.1.gel is t we 
may sayo Jfo brought h is brother Si211on 
who becam0 the leader o:f t~e apostles. 
It is interesting to note that when 
3ishop Barker preached at the c0nse-

cration of' this 
third objective 
evangelizir.g of 

building, he added as a 
for this Cath edral the 

the City of Sydneye 

Eva.'1.gelism~ teaching, :fellowshipi 
these were the things this cathedral 
building was built to serve. We turn 
the design into reality when through 
the power of the Spirit we express our 
fellowship; when we build one another 
up ir. our most holy faith through the 
Word o:f God; and when we go out to 
bri:.J.g our brothers, our acquaintances~ 
our neig:.1.bours, into the k..12owledge of' 
Jesus Christ, to His glory and for 
their eternal salvationc We have 
i...~herited this building through the 
generosity o:f those who went before us 
and may we by God's grace use it · for 
the purposes f'or which it .has bee:.1 
provided; to be a place of' fellowship 
in the Holy Spirit; to be a chair of 
teaching the Word of God to the people 
o:f God, and to be the opportunity for 
taking the knowledge of Christ to those 
who live i.n the co:mmU:J.ity around us. 
As we joi:1. with its :founders in these 
objectives, this building will be used 
to the glory o:f Goe in the years that 
1.ie ahead. 

*** 


