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Christians take their
name from Jesus Christ -Who
declared that He was the centre
of God's relationships with
the world. The claims He made
for Himself wecre clecar and
extraordinary. Thus He said
"T am the light of the world"
(Jn. 8:12), -and sgain, "I am
the way, the truth and the
life, no man oomes to the
Pather but by me” (JIn..14:6),
and again 'No man knows the
Pather save the Son and he to
whom the Son wills to reveal
Him" (e 1T 87) . lMorcover
Jesus identified Himsclf with
God. He said: "T -and “the
Pather are onc" (Jn.10:30),
and "Before Abraham was I am'.
(In. 8:58). ' > 1

These claims were not
made in a spirit of oarrogant
self importence, but by one
who set a pattorn of meckness
and lowliness and scrvice.

They wexre  made becausc - they

weré true, and they are the
key to undcrstanding the world.
They point to the most remark-
able fact: that "God was in



Christ rgoeonciling  the world
to Hinmscelf" (2 Cor.5:19). God
our crector and our judge has
revealed — Himself as our
Saviour; ‘'the, son of God has
taken our nature and becone
man -that Ile mnight undergo
Himself the curse which our
sing bring on us, “~that being
delivered from 1it, we mnight
becone God's adopted sons, and
inheritors of ‘His eternal
kingdon.

Christians ar: those who
believe whot Jesus saild about
Hinsclf and acbout His relation-
ship to God and to wus. The
rest of the New Testanent
confirns this belief that
Jesus is the Son of God and
our only Saviour. Thus ©St.
Peter told the Jewish leaders
that in the namne of Jesus gbrge
is there salvation (Acts 4:12)
and St. Poul spoke of Him os
the Uone nediator between God
and nan, the man Christ Jesus"
(I Pim«Rib}a And in Phil.2:5
the apostle testified to Jesusg'
divinity, saying that though
He was in the form of God He
thought it not something to be
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clung onto, but mnade Hinself
of no rcputation, oking the
forn of a secrvant, bcconing
nan and being obedient to the
death of the cross.

Jesus Christ is central
in world history because He is
central in God's purposcs for
hunanity. In Jesus God  has
entered into a new rclation-
ship with His crecation, a
relationship never to be gone
back on and a relotionship
which brings  salvation. Not
everyone recogniscd this: the
religious leadcrs of the tine
crucified Jesus and the crowd
gove their consent. But
Christians toke their nane fron
the fact that they acknowledge
Jesus as Lord. ' If we take the
nane of Christian let wus - see
to 1t thot we nake Jesus Christ
central in our life, +thinking
of Him not only as the cne who
wos born years ogo, -but as
Lord now; for, as He told His
disciples, all power is given
to Hinm. He is ruling now in
this world and has pronisecd to
be with us tz the end of the
280G,



Jesus Christ is central
in the Christisn religion and
in the Christian view of the
world . We who are Christians
must be on our guard lest we
by-pass Jesus Christ in our
religious activities. "God
was 1in Christ® we read in
Scripture, so that it is fan-
tastical to think that we can
please God 1f we by-pass Him
in Jesus. Or again, we read,
"the FPather sent the Son", so
that we cannot please the
Father if we ignore the Son.
Thus our Lord clearly taught
"He that honours not the Son
honours not the Father" (Jn.5:
23). We must honour Christ in
all our religious activities.
When we rcmember that "God so
loved the world that he gave
his only begotten son that wip-
soever beliceves on him should
not perish but have everlasting
life™ how can we imagine that
we please God, if knowing
Christ, wec by~pass Him in any
way at all in our religious
exercises or hopes of heaven?

Yet the temptation to by-
pass our Lord and Saviour



Jesus Christ is always with us
Perhaps I con illustrate this
from the forms  of' service
arranged by the United Grand
Masonic Iodge of New South
Wales for a service in a lecad-
ing Christian church last
Sunday. A glance through that
form of secrvicce shows that our
Lord Jesus Christ 1is never
mentioned, but prayer = is
offered to God directly, as
though we simmers hoad a right
to come into His presence ogwt
from our only HMediator. But
we cannot honour the Father if
we who ore Christians turn our
bock on our knowledge of Christ
and scek to proy to God apart
fron Hin. "T an the way, the
truth ond the 1l1life, no ‘man
cones to the Father but by me"
said Jesus. Words couldn't be
clearer, and any attempt to
come to the Pather apart from
Jesus is self deception, It
cannot he done.

; We have mno "light", oxr
knowledge about God, or about
the way we ought to live, which
‘does not come from Christ. He
is "The light of the world";



there is no scoond source of
1light oxr truth; and we who are
Christians must plainly ack-
nowledge this, if we are to
honour God or be pleasing to
Him, for "God was in Christ
reconciling the world to Him-
self". Only when we make
Christ central do we worship
the true God.

There 1g a second point:
If we leave Jesus out of the
centre of our religious
thoughts it is inevitable that
we will lose sight of the fact
that we are saved by God's
grace. Jesug died for our
sins and sinners cannot come
into God's presence apart from
forgiveness through Christ.
But if desus is left out  of:
the centre of our thoughts
then the cross of Jesus and
its redemption must of necess-
ity also be lost sight of, and
in its place a religion . of
works -~ moral works of .relig-
ious works -~ takes 1its place.
Since Christ is not mentioned
in- the form of service I
referred to it is not surpris-

ing that there 1is also no
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reference in the prayers to

4 repentance or forgiveness or
the cross or the coming of

{ Christ, which arcec thec central
themes of the Christian relig-
ion.,

I may take another
illustration from +the Roman
Catholic devotions to the Vir-
gin Mary. The Virgin Mary
takes Christ's place at tho
centre of religious devotion,
and once again the natural
consequence 1is to TDe seen:
The cross is lost sight of so
that salvation through works
takes the place of salvation
through forgiveness.

I have in my hand a
pamphle t entitled "Mary's
scapular and Fatima" published
by +the Australian Catholic
Truth Society which I bought
in a church this ycar. Thus
it is an example of what - is
still being taught +to Roman
Catinlics in o leading Melbourne
‘suburb. I should explain that
the scapular zreprcsents the
garments worn by the monks of
‘the monastery of Our Lady of



~ew JMound- -CGarxmel., The scapulox.
used to bhe a small -piece of
woollen cloth worn round the
neck but this century the pope
has given pecrmission for the
wearing of a metal medal as
its equivelent. It is worn in
honour of the Virgin Mary. It
is taught that the weoring of
this scapular ensures eternal
salvation. Consequently, the
wearcr's attention is effect-
ively dirccted dway from Christ
who should be the centre of
his hopes. . For example, the
opcning page of the pamphlet
states that the Virgin Mary
declared in & vision '"Whosoever
dics wearing this scapular
will not suffer cternal fire"
and as recently as 1950 Pope
Pius XII commended the wearing
of the scapular as follows:
"Wot for a 1light or passing
matter arc we here concerned
but with  the obtaining of
eternal lifc itself which 1is
the substance of that promise

of thce most blessed Virgin
which has bcen handed down to
ug'. And ogain, "How many
souls therc are" Pope Pius XII
stated, "who in circumstances



humanly speaking despecrate,
have owed their final convers-
ion and thelr cetermal salvat-
ion to the scapular with which
they were clothed?" I nced
hardly say - that Jesus Christ
and His saving death is effect~
ively obscured by this teach-
ings and for those who believe
it their hopes of heaven are
focussed on their own actions,
in this case on the wearing of
a medal,

Trust in the scapular is
reinforced by numcrous stories
of miracles which +the wearing
of the scapular has brought
about. Thus the opcning page
0f the pamphlet tells of how
the scapular saved a young
girl from dancing with a demon,
and-on page 13 we reads: "Dur-
ing the Franco Prussian war
five soldicrs werc preparing
to go to  the . front. Their
pastor invited o Carmelite
priest to speak to the men on
the scapular. . On hearing of
the wonderful privilege of the
scapular the men hastened - to
be enrolled. One of them, how-
ever, ridiculed +the idea and
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refused to have anything to do
with it. In due course the
men went off to fight and of
the five who left, four returned
safcly hone. The soldier who
was killed wes the one who
refuscd to be enrolled in the
scapularh. And on page 15 of
the pamphlet we are told that
when the graves of St. Alphon-
sus and 5t. John Bosco were
opened nony ycors after their
deaths the sacred vestnents in
which they were buricd were
found to be decayed, but the
brown scapuler which each was
wearing was perfectly intact.
The panphlet goes on "Suffice
it now to repeat the words of
Claude de la Colombicre S.J.
"Wo devotion has becen confirmed
by more nuerous authentic
miraclcs than the scapulart'".

The wearing of the scap-
ular is said to bring a sccond
nost valuable benefit. Not
only does it cnsure that those
who wear it will not die in
mortal sin (and thus they will
avoid hell), bdbut in addition
they will only spend a nininun
of tinme in Purgatory. On page
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17 we read -that the Virgin
Moxry told Popc-John XXII that
"for all who dic .wearing the
scapular I their mother will
descend to then: by : grace on
the © Saturday' which follows

their death and. I will deliver
all thogse I find in Purgatory
and- lead them to the mountoin
of etérnal life". . And +this

teaching thot - the wearing of
the scapular brings deliver-
ance fron purgatory on the
first Saturday after decath wos
confirmed by Pope Pius XII as
recently as 1950.

In view of these cextra-
ordinary benefits that the
wearing of the scapulor is
said to bring it is not sur-
prising that nany of our Ronan
Catholic brethren wcear their
nedals with such  assiduity.
But it ig inmpossible that Ilis
death should be the centre
of our hope and if His atoning
death is nout the centre of our
hope for heaven then our own
good works whether our mnmoral
life or our religious works
becomnc the centre. Tor it is
either Christ or oursclves on



whom our salvotion depends;
there is no third alternative.
We who-are Christians must be
on our guayd lest the ILord
Jesus Christ Yboecomes dim in
our thoughts or in our hope.
For He i1s Loxd of all and. we
must make Him +the centre of
all our religious worship.
For God was in Christ,. and if
we by-vags Christ we by-pass
God Himself, and for all our
zeal are fomd to be worshipping
a god of our own imagination.
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