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Mo.tthew 11:28: 11 Come unto me all you who labour o.nd are heo.vy 
lo.den nnd I 1.•Jill give you rest." 

~-'hese beo.utiful words were spoken by Jesus in a context 
which might seem a strange one. The po.ssnge opens with a 
denunciation o.nd lament. 11Woe to you Bethsaido., if the mighty 
words done in you had been done in Tyre o.nd Sidon, they could have 
repented long a.go. It will be more tolero.ble for them in 
the do.y of judgement tha.n for you. 11 It \VD.S because of the 
refusal to believe in Him that Jesus ' contemporo.ries expressed 
of his fellow citizens in the town in which He lived "Capernaum 
you shall go down into Hades It will be more tolerable 
for the land of Sodom on the day of judgement thnn for you". 
By these solemn words vie are reainded tho.t God who creo.ted 
the world and who is sovereign in the world will br ing o.11 
the world to His judgement. Our life has pt.rrpose, it is not 
hapho.zard and the present moment is significant, we will have 
to give an account of how we spend it c.nd what our reactions 
ore to the truth. The opportunity to repent, to do God ' s Wi ll, 
to put our faith in Jesus c.s Lord is now and if we ignore 
that opportunity cs the citizens of Palesti ne did we will 
be inevito.bly judged o....~d condemned. 

When you come to think of it 7 it is o. terrible indictment 
of human no.ture that Jesus ' fellow citizens should have 
rejected Him. He was the supreme teacher, His life was loving 
and gracious o.nd free from any self- centredness or blo.me. 
His words were winsome, His discourse and parables interesting, 
and He o.ccompanied His teo.ching with remarlmble miracles and 
signs. Yet who.t little effect it had, how few were those who 
responded , but the gree:.t majority of his hearers, then as non, 
rejected the truth. It poses o. problem to the modern minister. 
Jesus ' o.nswer to this problem. is ver-J i nstructive, He goes on 
immediately to say 11 1 thank you 9 Fo..ther, Lord of heo.ven o..nd 
eo.rth, that you have hidden those things from the wise and 
understanding and revealed them to babes; yes Fo.ther, for 
so it was well pl ea.sing in your sightn . There is a no.turo. l 
disappointment in apparent fo.ilure, but our Lord overcame 
such n temptation because His fo.ith in God ' s sovereignty nnd 
God ' s wisdom was complete. Indeed. He could rise to words of 
thanksgiving HI thariJc thee Father, Lord of heaven and eo.rth11 • 
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God's wisdom is perfect o.nd God ' s purposes will be completed 
in His ovm. time. Predestino.tion is the term to describe God 1 s 
sovereignty in so.lvo.tion, which Jesus here o.ffirmed, ''You 
hnve hidden these things from the wise o.nd reveo.led them to 
babes because this was your gracious will". He need 
constantly to remind ourselves tho:t all thnt happens to us is 
u..YJ.der the co.re of our loving Father the sovereign God ·1.7ho mo.de 
heaven o.nd eo.rth. He ha.s given us lj.fe and He loves us 
with such o. love that He Himself hc.s redeemed us. His wisdom 
is perfect and we may trust Him wi th tho.nkfulness in every 
event of.life, so.ying , with Jesus? 11 Yes Pather, for so it vlD.s 
well plec.sing in your sightn. 

The fact wo.s tho.t Jesus' fellon ci"cizens ho.d rejected 
the only way there is to God. They had rejected Jesus, who 
was th~ embodiment of God and who reflected perfectly God ' s 
perfections. In rejecting Jesus, they were rejecting God, 
though they would not ho.ve so.id so. But it was not the true 
God. Is the God you believe in the true God? Is he the God 
of Jesus, the God of the Bible? If we are to come to God it 
must be through Jesus alone. In the face of this rejection 
Jesus reaffirmed this truth "no one knows the Father except 
the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal Him." If 
vve vrorship God apart from ,Jesus, we o.re rejecting Jesus. This 
wo.s the sin of Caperno.wn; they vrcrc not irreligious but it was 
their own ideo. of God that they were deten.D.ined to have, not 
the truth tho.t God was making known to them vvhcm He vras present 
in Jesus 1 Emmonuel, God with us. 

What about the present day? 'rherc are suggestions tho. t 
we should JOln in o. worship service for the Opera House which 
deliberately rejects Jesus in order to accommodate all shades 
of opinion. But can we join in 'l service for the worship of 
God which rej ects Jesus who is :ti-:rrimanuel, God with us, the only 
way to God ns the true embodiment of God ' s character? The 
grent sin of mankind is disbelief in Jesus; as our Lord so.id 
lo.ter "the world will be convicted of sin because they 
believed not on Him". Let us make sure for ourselves thnt our 
faith in God is faith in Jesus as Lord. His contemporaries 
were rejecting Him 1 if this rejection were persisted in it would 
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involve them in judgement. This wo.s clenr to our Iiord 1 s 
i'.l.ind. It vms also clear thnt there wn.s no other wny to God 
except through Him nn.d so He concludes v;i th these beautiful 
words of ;ny text: "Come unto me nll you Hho lnbour nnd are 
henvy l aden a.nd I will give you restn. The rejected wo.y reI!lnins 
the only o.lterno.tive 9 so that Jesus in His graciousness repents 
the rejected invitation o..nd ne should respond once ae;o.in in 
our hearts to the grc.ciousness of God who ilwi tes us into His 
ovm presence through the Lord Jesus Christ . 

The graciousne;ss of God is see:a i n renewal of the 
invi tntion, even though it w2.s being rejected. To respond 
means to enter into fellowship with Jesus 9 to be un"i ted to Him 
just like two animals arc united together with a cor.unon yoke, to 
walk together~ to sho.re lif0'a Jcai togethcr 9 to lenrn fron 
Hi;:i. 9 as the younger anir:lnl learns fro;:_1 the older more experienced 
yoke- fellow. 

Jesus invites us to come to Hi m; 
load of guilt and failure and restores 

He to.l~cs from us the 
us to God ' s presence . 
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There is no other way but Jesus. 

"Come unto me," He invites, "and I will give you rest . 17 
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