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THE SIX TRILLION DOLLAR CHRISTIAN

[Youl] shall call his name Jesus, for he will save iris
people from their sins. Matthew |:21

Have you ever wonderedwhy people like us
enjoy amusing ourselves with fantasies that involve
superpeople? For many ofGlsrk Kent led the
way. He wasupermanand when he would re
move his thick glasses and don his skin tight Super
man -uniform with its flowing cape, we knew that
the criminals tveas after were doomed.Batman
followed Superman. Now we have the Six Million
Dollar Man and the Bionic Woman. And sk suppo
we would have to put Holmes' erratic computerized
robot YO YO in the picttoe.

| say, have you ever wondered why we fantasize
this way? For some odd reason, we don't want life
sized, somewhabrdinaryheroes,but we manu
facturetheseoutlandishcreationswho are able

to do infinitely more than an ordinary person er
could. \
May | make a suggestion? | think that when ypu

add Superman, the Six Million Dollar Man, and the
BionicWoman together what ywaveis a very
dramatic confession that ordinary human beings are
not ableto cope with life anymore. Ordinary life
too frequently challenges us with circumstances that
go beyond our own endurance, ingenuity, and skill.
Thus, we use our imaginations to manufacture a spe
cie.l kindf human being to do jhle In some
cases,the beingswe manufacturare notreally
human at albut in general appearance they at
least satisfy what we are looking for.

So that'sthe first suggestion would like to
makeregardingall the superpeoplavho inhabit
our fantasy these days-they are a confession that
we cannotreally cope with life all by ourselves.
And here's anoth&ould it be that the develop-
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mentof these superpeople is a modern expression
of something that resides deep in the human uncon
scious regarding tpeesence of a specie.l person
in our world who will rid it of evil? After all, the
superpeoplave are nowdevelopingn the realm
of our imaginatiorare nothing newExamine the
consciousness of primitive peoples, and you will find
legends about some special kind of man who was
able to do much, much more than an ordinary per
son. Paul Bunyan and John Henry are examples of
this in modern folklore. Hercules is an example from
the ancient past. The story of the race of Cyclops
is another.

All thisis worth thinking about, for it helps us
understandurselvedbetterThere'ss lot more to
the Bionic Woman than meets the eye (obviously),
and when we think about her and the Six Mill:on
Dollar Man, we understand ourselves and our needs
better than before.

Now, all this can be helpful for us as we think
aboutChristmadior Christmas, the celebration of
the birth of the _Lord Jesus Christ, is the celebration
of a personwhom we might call the Six Trillion
DollarChristian, dhe would want to describe Him
in modern language. | use the idea Six Trillion Dol
lar Christianbecausel cannotfor the life ofne
begin to imagine how much money six trillion dol
lars is, and if the Six Million Dollar Man is impres
sive, the Six Trillion Dollar Christianis justthat
much more impressive. And if the fantastic super
people we create with our imaginations indicate our
inabilityto cope with our problemsand suggest
that we are looking for someonespecial,jJesus
Christ fits right into this picture perfectly. For Jesus
came to handle our biggest problem, and He, fur
thermorewas supernaturallgifted with special
power that enabled Him to do the job that needed
to be done.

Let's look aine of the accounts of Jesus' birth
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-the one found in Matthew 1. When we do, | think
we will see that JesusChrist was infact a super
natura Iperson of extraordinary importance. This is
what we read:

"Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this
way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed
to Joseph, before they came together she was
found to be with child of théloly Spirit: and her
husband Joseph being a just man and unwilling to
put herto shame, resolvedto divorce her quietly.
But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 'Joseph,
son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife,
for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy
Spirit; she will bear a son, and yo-wshe.ll callhis
name Jesus,. forhe will save hispeople from their
sins' "{vv. 18-21).

That's the Biblical record. And | would like to
underscore that last sentence-"and you shall call
his name Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sir.s." In this brief sentence the marvelous
worth of the Lord Jesus Christ is descrilaedl we
must look at it very carefully.

The joy which -Christmashas brought into our
lives over the centuries cannot be explained if Jesus
who was born at that time was simply an ordinary
mortal. The sentencewe have underscoredin the
material from Matthew 1 certainly announcesthat
He was not. For it declares that His very name was
to be an indication that He had a special job to
do. The name Jesus means sovior, and the great
work which Jes-us, born at Christmas, performed
was to save His people from their sins.

Perhaps now you can understand why | have
suggested thatwe might call Jesus the Six Trillion
@pllar Christian.Fer He was a Christian not simply
in the sense that His name was Christ, but He was
the one who became the great representative of all
Christians of all timeAnd this glorious personage,
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to whom we are ascribing such marvelous worth,
performed a work on behalf ofhose who believe
in Him that is of infinite value.

Other parts of the Bible help us understanthe
significance of the work which Jesus Christ per
formed in order to save His people from their
sins. Before examining them, itis necessaryto go
back to the very dawn of human history and recall
that at the beginning of our race an event occurred
that plunged humanity into an involvement with sin
that has turned out to be disastrous.

I am referring to the episode recorded in the
third chapter of the book of Genesis. Adam was
the father of -us all, and he was our representative
in -asituation of probation and trial. The -storgf
Adam's fall into sin has been etched with a pen
of steel upon the consciousness afman, and even
primitive peoplehave reflections ofthis history in
their ancient legends. This is not surprising, for this
event was real, and though some may scoff at it
as mythical imagery, it is the very opposite of
myth. Man, who was created as a responsible per
son before thelLord, voluntari.lchose the road of
disobedience and evil, and thus rendered himself
heir to misfortune, pain, disease, and eventually to
death itself.

Today we live in a world that shows evidence of
the reality of the fall of man into sin and the curse
tiat followed it. Just to give an example, two scien
tists are now trying to discover where the time
clock that governs the stages which lead to death
is located. One of them, W.Donner Denckla, says
the timeclock is located on the brain. The other,
Leonard Hayflick, says it is .located in our cells.
Which of these gerontologistsis right? Who can
tell? But what difference does it really make? The
point is thisthere is a time clock and it is ticking
away the life cycle of each of us. Man is as mortal
os dogs and trees. And this is because of sin.
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So then, the task before Jesus, born on Christ
mas, was one that was a million times greater than
any other task men hove ever known. "You will
coll Him Jesus, Joseph, because He will rescue
people from sin." Somehow Jesus Christ hod to
undo what Adam hod doneAdam hod foiled and
hod, consequentlyincurred a debt of guilt that hos
been charged to all of us. He was our representa
tive, after all, andin his rebellion against heaven,
we find our own. The punishment that fell upon him
falls upon us.If Jesus was to saveHis people, He
would hove to go back into the post and try to
untangle the twisted,  sinfulmoss of evil that man
hod introduced into the world.
In the book of | Corinthians inthe New Testa
ment, there is a description of the work of the Lord
Jesus Christ - that expressesxactly what we hove
been talking about. Here we find adescription of
the work of Jesus Christ in terms that allows to
see Him as the one who corrected what Adam de
stroyed when he fell intsin. 1
We read: "For as by a man come death, by a ‘
man hos come also the res-urrectiorof the dead. j
For as inAdam all die, so alsoin Christ shall all
be mode olive. _. ..Thus it is written, The first
man Adam become a living being'; thiest Adam
become a life-giving spirit. ... The first man was
from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is
from heavenAs was the man of dust, so ore those
who ore of the dust; and as is the man of heaven,
so ore those who ore of heaven. Just as we hove
borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also
bear the image of the man of heaven" (I Corin
thians 15:21, 22, 45, 47-49).
The parallel between Adam and Jesus Christ
is drawn elsewherein the Bible as wel.l (see Ro
mans 5: 12-19)put for our purposes, the material
from | Corinthians is sufficient to show that the
Biblical message calls us to observe that Jesus Christ
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came to repair the damage that Adam had caused.
Thus He became the Savior and thus all those who
believe in Him today are delivered from the curse
of sin. To be sure, theystill experience its effects

on the short term, but they know that they will ul
timately be raised from the dead in newness of life
through the power of theresurrected Christ. Jesus,
you see, is infinitely more important than any other
human being, and His worth and work are also in
finitely greater than that which is performed by the
strange creatures who hove existed in myth and
legend in the past and exist todayin the strange
world of television.

Now then, how wasjesus able to dothe great
work He did-how was He able to save His people
from their sin? Before answering that, let me just
mention briefly what was involved in His perform
ing this work.First of all, He had to live a perfect
life. He had to escape the devastating influences
of sin in theworld; and nothing thatHe did Him
self could ever be expressedsinfully, for then, He
would have become nothing more than a common
sinner Himself. So the Bible carefully records how
Jesus was tempted by Satan at the beg:nning of
His ministry, just as Adam was tempted years be
fore (Matthew 4:1-11). Adam failed. Christ suc
ceeded. He repulsed Satan's attack over dnover
,again and emerged victorious. In addition to His
resistanceto Sotan-s temptations Jesus expressed
a life of positive goodness, ade cost out demons
and healed the sick and preached the word of
truth with authority. His own record as a human
being had to be impeccable perfect, and itwas.

Secondly, in order to save His people from their
sins, Jesus hod to satisfy the wrath of God against
sin. Those who commitsin must be punished. The
State of Israel is still searching for those who com
mitted crimes against the Jews bock in 1941.Sev
eral men now living in America, face deportation to
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s N ) Here is the person who was in fact the greatest
Israel because they participated in the slaughter ofnan who ever walked the face of our earth. And

Jews in Latviaand other countriesn 1941The . He is not-to be thought of as great only in terms
State of Israel feels such people must be punishegf the great things He did, but He is to be thought
even thoughtheir crimeswere committed/ears of as greatn terms of His veygrsonin terms

ago. The yeamnakeno differencéunishment is of who He is. There is no other man anywhere of
necessary and appropriate. any age whom you and | may legitimately worship.

Indeed the years make no difference, and Jesus Byt we may worship Jesus Christ. Bow down before
Christ had to bear the punishment that had to beHim. Kneel and adore Him. This is God with us.
leveledagainstsin, the amassedsin of the ages. Man cannotsave himselffrom his sin because
Think of the sinfulness of the human race over thge'stoo caughtup in the reality of sin himself.
centuries. Think of the crimes committed, the adulHe'stoo weak. But God cansaveman, andHe

teriesthe lying, cheating, stealing, the anger, the has throughjesus Christ,His only begottenSon

selfishness.ortunately, each ofexperiences sin who was born into our world as Jesus Christ, later
in little doses and its consequences in little doses agqown as Jesus of Nazareth, supposed by many to
well whilewe are in this worBut théimighty be merely the son of Joseph, butin fact the Son of
God in heaven seesalit and the sheer ugliness God. Talk about a great persangreatman

of it and the massive insultistoholiness that it this one is the greatest of all.

constitutes caftsrth the exercise Hit wrathlf At the beginning, | talked about Superman, about
Jesuswas to be savior,as Joseptwas to.ldHe the Bionic Woman, and about the Six Million Dol
would be, He would have to bear that punishmenfar Man, and said that Jesus mightlied &ae

And He did exactly that on the &oes.| ask Six Trillion Dollar Christian. And perhaps you think

you, how could an ordinary human being ever dothat itis inappropriate to talk about Jesus this way,
that, and live? Jesus paid the price of sin, and H@ecause it tends to downgrade the Gospel accounts
lived to rise again and finally to ascendinto we have about Him and putthem inthe same class
heaven. _ , _ with other human fantasies. Well, that's a risk I'm
_What is the explanatioffg this:At Christmas running, | guess, but | am willing to take that risk
time we celebrate the entrance into our world of pacause thinkthatall the strange stories about

a h@®mon being, indeed, for He received His humafserpeople can help us understand our need and
nature from His mother Mary, but we also celebrate \;ngerstand Jesus more clearly.

the coming of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. For this |. hayve calied Jesus the Six Tril.lion Dollar Christian
wasthe substance of the message that was broughjr one reason only-to emphasize the infinite worth

to Joseph when he was embarrassetty Mary"s of His person and His infinite power. In a very real
pregnancy. He was a good man and he knew thalense | take such fantasies as the Six Million Dollar
nothinghe hod done could have causedMary's Man and the BionicWoman verseriouslyfor |

condition. So the message came: Mary is with child, convinced that when we fantasize this way, we
by the Holy Spiritof theliving God. This means are actually admitting that what is wrong with our
that Jesus Christ is the one and only God/man. Hesyes and” with our world will take more than ordi

is humatbut He is divine as well. He is the secon ; i
. ary human beings can providesiftat be cor-
person of the Holy yrnihe in the f.lesh. . i 9 S I
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rected. Ordinary human resources are not sufficient
to help us. And in the light of the Bible, we may,

we must, transfer all this into the rfea.of the spir
itual, and we must admit that ordinary human re
sources are not sufficient to release us from the grip
of sin and help us escape from the inevitability of
death. i

And if it makes sense to usto describe the saviors
we imagine in termsof their worth-such as a Six
Million Dollar Man, let us, then, recognize that at
Christmas time there came a man whose worth sur
passes all our reckoning. To sayHe's worth six tril
lion dollars is appropriate only because we cannot
imagine how much six trillion is-it's a never, never
number. It's more than our heads con handle. But
it's astonishingly much. So is Jesus: worth.

And we must remind ourselves, this season, that
if the Christmas record is anything at all, it is pre
cisely not like the fantastic stories men have created
in myth and legend and now on television, stories
about a superhuman being who brought salvation.
What we hove remembered about Jesus is recorded
in the Bible, and the Bible is entirely trustworthy. The
messenger who spoke to Joseph actually did, and
the message that he brought was100% true. Jesus
Christ, later of Nazareth, still later of Calvary, and
later ascended into heaven, was born of a virgin
through the miraculous oct:on of theHoly Spirit of
the Living God. Jesus Christ is God Himself, and He
successfully accomplished what He set out to do:

He soved His people from their sins.

And this makes all we have talked about so ut
terly important for you personally. The great mes
sage of the Christmas season is that salvation has
entered our world, and there is no word more bea-u
tiful than salvation.

Salvation. For the individual Christian, salvation
means release from the sentence of eternal death.
The wrath to come--how this idea broods over the
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pages of the New Testament! Again and agairi, the
apostles mention it, and when they do, they rejoice
that those who believe in Jesus Christ wi,11 escape it.
But the wrath to come is still bbong way away (at
least we tend to think it is) and sometimes it is diffi
cult to become enthusiastic about a salvation that
will become important years down the road. But, of
course, salvation is more than salvation from the
future wrath. Salvation begins today. The believerin
the Lord Jesus Christ experiences renewal right now.
Today! Salvation from sin means escape from sin's
domination. It means being a slave of righteousness
ond this is o blessed slavery.

So when you think of the outlandish and absurd
television shows that ploy games with human .life
and suggest that there ore those superbeings who
can do great things, view this as on indication of
the deep yearning within our lives to believe that
surely there hos to be somebody who is not ham
pered by the usual human limitations and who is
able to do superior things. There is something pa
thetic about our watching such foolishness. For we
really do need someone special to save us, but none
of these imaginary beings ever will.

But Jesus con. Though He is one of us, Heis more.
Jesus is God. Jesus is the Sovior, andHe will save
you, if you co@fess yoursin, and admit that only
His perfect, finished work con save you. Turn to Him.
Believe in Him.

There is a Savior-this is the great message of
Christmas. His name is Jesus. Believe in Him and
claim His sdvation and tell the world this gloriously
happy news.

Prepared for broadcast by Dr. Joel Nederhood,
Radio Minister, Christion Reformed Church.
The Bock to God Hour
6555 W. College Dr., Polos Heights, IL 60463
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The message printed in this pamphlet was heard over the
Back to God Hour, which is broadcast every Sunday in
co-operatiorwith the ChristiarReformed Churches of
America, in QueenslandNew South Wales, Victoria,
Tasmaniaand Western Australia,and by shortwave
throughoutthe world.

P.O. Box 108, P.O. Box 15392
New Lynn
SUTHERLAND, N.S.W.2232. AUCKLAND N.Z.
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