


DON'T WASTE YOUR SYMPATHY

My sheep heamy voiae- .. .. John 10:27

It's possiblesometimeso detecta note of
sympathy in the voice of many who are asking
questionsabout ChristianitynowadaysSome

faith?" He was very polite and | do believe
genuinely concerned. | think he was even a bit
embarrassedsking at all, becauseeverybody

is embarrassed by failure. Maybe you wonder
the same thinfflaybe you feel just a bit sorry

for misguided people who still think that Christ

times those of us who are in the movement enis important enougto arrange one's whole life

counter it when occasionally someone shows a

around. If you feel that way, may | just say,

@park of interest in our \\"Ork and then suggest®on't waste your sympathy."

that it§ rather quaint that anyone should still
be interested in anything so out\\"Orn and out
moded as Christianity is.

There is a bit of nostalgia in their voices, too,
when they talk this \\"ay. For most everyone
a®@rees that there seenal things about the
Christian faiththat are rathemtriguingand i
even usefulnd it is a shame that it seems jto
bepassing away so quickly now. It's sometrn\_ltg
like the passing off the scene of other ite of
historic interest; everybody will miss them, but
everyonagreeghat they mustgo. Many feel
the same way about Christianity as it fades from
the scene.

Occasionallyone even getsthe impression
that Christianity these days is a good product,
but there is no market for it. Some apparently
feel that there is nothing basically wrong with
it, but few want to buy it nowdkags.all,
Christianitymust competwith a greatdeal.
With other religions, yes even with them.
But with other products,too. What with so
many alternativethingsto enjoy, who needs
Christianity, really? Therefore many think
that, thoughit is sadjt looks as if the good
old Christian movement is coming to an end.

A television interviewer bt question to
me, acoupleof months ago, "Do you really
think there is any future for the Christian
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No, don't waste he cause of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth does not need any sympathy at all.
For it will prevail. It will be victoridbunight
add, too, that every cause that is not united to
His will, will fail. But that's not the point
right now.The point is this: the great Christian
movement is not going to die out. It has been
around for nearly two thousand yeaw, and
if human history continues another two thou
sand, it will be around two thousand years from
now as well.

Maybe the reason many people feel the cause
of Jesus is lost is that they are so mistaken
about whats really is. Take the whole matter
of the sacrifice of Christ, for example. Often
we are given the impression that Jesus did
great thing on Calvarysoss, but it was ba
sically futilé&No one questions His heroism, but
the fact is, He was crushée failed.

Then, too, there are those who feel that
Christ didn't really fail on the cross, yet they
describewhat He did in a way that makes
Christ's work look hopelessThese are Chris
tians themselveand they believethat Christ
suffered, died, and He even rose again and as
cendedinto heaven.They know He did this
in order to pay the price of sin. But then the
impression is given that Jesus is pacing through
the courts ofeaven wringing His hands and
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hoping against hope that some people will be
lieve on- Him and be saved.

In other wordsaccording to thamodel of
Christ and His work, whether or not there are
going to be any people in Jesus' movement at
all depends upohow men feel. Accorgdino- to
that descriptionof the wav it is with the

chapter of John's Gospel when He takes all the
ideasthat were cgpnectedto the concept of
shepherd and applies them to Himself.

Hegsays, "l am the good shepherd." Then He
continues and says, "I know my own and my
own know me, as the Father knows me and |

Christian faith, the ,,-ill ofan - hecomes the know the Father; and | lay down my life for

o the sheep." (vv. 14, 15Notice that. Jesus is
c\ecisive matter. Sur@lyd has done a great :
deal, and Christ has, but now God and all the th€ good€ephe® e knowslis own perfectly,

rest of us have to \\'ait and see what happens.amI He givesHis life for His sheep. Under

Will man respond, or won't he? stand. Jesus died for J-!is. sheepthe people
Now, | agrge that if that's the way it is, the Whom Henew with an mtlmacy and precision
Py . - g that He Himself compared to the precise knowl
Christian causeis very hopelessindeed. For cltct Gal HE'Send ahtl CodithoEathanhad and
men do have a great deal to take their attention 9

. have of one another
.twayfrom Jesus and His work. They have 1! : in thet
their Playboy philosophy, and all their work to NO,W GJesuslconélrll_'ues in "Mh (r:]haptﬁr of
do. And they are terrifically skilled at keeping Jo@n's Gospel, and He says, pesieap fiear my

deep thoughts out of their heads, like thoue—htsvmcean@I know themand they follow me;

about death and about the meaningof life. and | gwe them eternallife, and they shall

. ik : ish, and no one shall snatch them out
They spendhalf their time avoidingsubjects st el S ;
like that. So, if this is the way it is-Jesus has Of My hand.” (vv.27, 28) With thesewords

: ' o k the figure of speech of a shepherd
done His part and now He's waitino- for man J8SUS €0 01N E
to do his-there is not much hopklen are arr:d h|sh sheep acatried |tHaII tr.“ga_IYh ',2"3.’
just notall thatinterestedfrankly. S SDIRIE SIRITYRRECIGE, TR [0 R o RIS ;
But that's not the way it is. very simple. But once one understands what it

That's not the ,my the Bible says it is. That's meag he will never waste tgampathy orthe

not the way Jesus says it is. God is not Waitinocc?}é‘setlaq'movement."My sheep hear my

breathlessly in His heaven, waiting to see wh@¥ As Jesus uses the, fe of speech of a shep

man is going to do with all His good gifts. : ;

In thegGosgeI of John in the Ne\?v Tes?ament, herd and his sheep in John 10 and as He then
Jesus showshow it really is. He talks about declares that His sheep respond to His voice, He
Himself and about His peo.ple Perhapyou shatters once and for all the erroneous model
have hearcPsalm23. It starts with the well of the Christian movementwe were talkino
known words, "The Lord is my shepherd".... about a few rnorrllentsag;o. You remembe®
Well, that figure of speech is a very powerful What it was, don't you? It was the model that
one in the Bible, therk of the shepherd and pictured God doing all kinds of, thina-s to make
his flock, a shepherd and his sheep. And Jesuer:rrEself|nterest||(;1<_:for megand then lhopmo@

: ; at men would respond, as a salesma
takesup the same ﬁ40Ure of speech in the 10tr\j§vould presenthis product and then hohis
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customer would buy it. So God is pictured mak
ing His invitationsto the world, hoping that
someonenere or there willbelieve.But Jesus
destroys that model with vHh@tkays.

The shepherdand sheepmodel Jesus uses
indicates that there is a certainty and finality
;\bout the ireat work of Jesus Christ. When He
died on Calvary's cross it was not a nice gesture
that might or might not accomplish something,
but it was the art that was necessary in order
that God's g-reat saving work would certainly be
accomplishedWhen Jesus diedHe died for
His sheep, and they were and are a definite peo
ple, whom He most certainly knew and knows,
for this is the point He underscditegknow
my own and my own know me." And now
Jesus' causeis realizedin the world as the
sheepof Jesus hearHis voice.They hearit,
Jesus says, just as surely as you hear this
now. The sheep of Jesus hear the wvbitde
shepherd,and thev respond infaith to what
they hear. They have this faith because they
are His sheep.

The Jesus cause,you see,is themostsure
causein the world, for it is a great history
sweeping movement that gathers in the sheep
of Jesus so that not one of thesepeopleis
missed. It's not like the beginning of a television
season, for example, when the new shows are
heard for the first time. Everybody holds their
breath to see what is going to happen-which
shows will be successfidt all of them "viii
be. No one can make a predigtiere have
towait and see which programs will be popular.

Well.it's not like that with Christ's cauBe.
cause He died for His sheep, a specific flock of
sheep, a specific group of people, some of whom
lived in centuries gone by and some who are
living now-because of this we know with ab-
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solutecertaintythat the Christian faith shall
continue to advance today. Whenever the gos
pel rnrnes to a new place for the first time, for
rxamplr, the question is ndl, wonder how
many people will like iNb one will like it,
for the gospel comes with shattering force and
it unrovITS the deepestthoughtsof men's
heartsand it turns their lives around. And
people are not going to like it at all. But that's
not the question. In fart, there is no question.
When the message of Jesus comes any"-here, the
sheep of Jesus ,,-ill hear, and they will respond.
And they ,,ill be saved. They will hear. There
is no question that they will. They will respond
and be saved.

What does it mean exactly to hear the voice
of the shepherd? Let me explain it by telling
about a lecturer who said some time ago that

Qght he never listened to the radio. It would be on,

his children would play it, but it was just so
much noise in the background. Then one day
he ,,-ent to a town to give a lecture. As he rode
from the airport to thkotelin the taxi, the

radio was playingand he wasn't listening, as
usual. But suddenlythe announcerbeganto

talk about the lecture he was going to give that
night. All at oncehe was all eardde heard

every word that was said.

That's the way it is with the sheep of Jesus,
too. ,,hen the voice of the shepherd Asomes.
the good news of Jesus' great work on Calvary's
cross circles the globe and penetrates thousands
of communitiedy radio and in many other
ways, hundrtsdof peopleneverhear at all.

To themit is just background nois&aybe
theyreach over and turn the message off if they
can.But the sheep of Jesus are like that nran
thetaxi, they hear when the message of Jesus'
great works comes to them. Perhaps they read
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people, the people whom He has known fro:11
before the foundations of the earth, sense this,
and they respomd His voice with faith.
The most beautifulthing goingon in our
i world right no\\' is the great work of the Good
* Shepherdas He moves throughothe ,.vorld
and seeks dOL::t His sh?ep. They are finh_so manv
: ; : strange and far out places. Some of thelll are in
Oh Ithats a remarkable thing, the way the places where thgospel has seldom come and
sheep' of Jesurespond to the messagdhet new "-avs hav® hefound toget thegospel
good shepherd. It is an event t@a® is not bound to them'. But Jesus goes there, too. In the book
ed by time or space. A man hvmg today n:iay of Ezekiel "-e find a tender description of the
write something about the gospel that may brmg wav the Good Shepherdgoes afteHis poor

about it in the Bible. They may hear it over the
radio. They may listen to it Sunday after Sun
day in church. Someone may tell them the good
news.But howeverthey get it, they respond
when they hear it. They are the sheep of |
Jesus knows them. And He gives them the pow
er to respond in faith.

oo anSehol JoSe WO S XS sheeplisten. this s God speakitimys @l
3 ‘ill he the shepherd of my sheep,
yearsfrom now. A personmay use radio to ! makethem [iC' down, says the Lord God. | will

brinp- the, o-ospel to a nation he has never been gooi the |ost. and | will hring the strayed
in, but the people there will respond, the sheep S T up the cripplgd.andl 3/\,”|'

of Jesus will.

. streno-therthe weak. and the fat and the
O e e e O Y™ ou  Stromig | will Watch over; | will frrd th('m
patay - y justice." (34: 15, 16)

are beginning to thmk that 1t 1s gomg out of Down throughthe yearsmany peoplehaw

style and therefore it is doomed. Ibedo wastedtheir pity on Jesus Christ. When He

ino. out of s’gle but it is not doomedslgomg went to the cross,for example,He was sur

oudof style@causethe styleof life today is rounded hy many people "ho "ere terribly dis
soGodless and hopeless and empty and mean  reccad by "hat was going on. And there was a
ino-lessthere is a brooding insanity that lays group of women from .Jerusalei:n who ":erP par
ov@r the human experience liketya cloud, ticularlv impressivewith their weepmgand
andmuch of the empty joy men seek, they seek  {hair sobbing. The Bihle records it in Luke 3.
in orderto dullhthe[r sensr?s tbel horrorf OL This is what it savAnd there follow-ed him

our age In such atime, the real joy of the et Crreatmultitude- €the people,and of the
Christian faith, the full hope of the goapdl, \-@:nemwho bewailed and lamented hBat

the a-lad opportunity to work in the kingdom of jesu's turning to them said, 'Daughters of

Jesu® is out of style, indeed. It's out of style as Jerusalemdo not weep for me, but weep for
lauo-hter is ia funeral home. But the fact that @ -ourselaesl for your childr.én('vv. D77 #28)

it i; out of style is not an indication_that €hri_ ' Apq'then Jesus went on and described the fierce
tianity is now done for and everythmg else will judgment that would surely fall upon them. It
endure. Not at all. It's the other way around. ©,as - a judgment that weulds ugly ascth

The way men have chosenfor themselves : very cross Jesusvas marching towardlhat’s

the way of life, and those people who are Jesus 9
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why He said,"Don't weep for méVeep for
yourselves."

So today, too, Christ says, to you, f@&l;'t
sorry for me. Don't feel sorry for Chnstlans.
Do®'twasteyour sympathy on m&eep for
vourself, and for your children."

' Jesus' cause is not going to lfaitwgoug

to be victoriouBut if you do not believe m
Jesus today, your causeis goingto fail. You
are..0-oino- to fail. Don't worry about Jesus and
and Hit people. Worry about yourselfand

about your children.

After all the big corporatlOnkave hit the
dust, after all governments of the world have
toppled after all the o-reat thowyktems of
man h;ve been destroled, Christ and His king
dom will endure.And He shall reign forever
and ever. | know that everything in this w*rld
contradicts this. Everything, excephedsage
of the Bible. And we must believe the Bible be
cause it is the truth.

So don't waste your sympathy. But if you are
still outside Jesus' great movement, may | plead
with you right now, believein .Jesg yourself
and be saved. Believe that He ahigchlvary's
cross in order that sin might be destroyed. Re
pent of your sins and believe that He is your
Savior. . )

It's true that Christ's sheep hear His vOlce.
And they are a specific people. But the Bible
never usesthis greatfact to keep me from
pleading with you right now. Jesus' sheep are
o-athered in as people just like you are confront
©d by the o-ospel of salvation throuoags,the
and they r@pent and they believe.

Don't waste your sympathy on Jesus. If you
reject Him, your own future is terribly bleak.
It's hell. Repent and believe the gospel. And be
saved.
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PRAYER

Thank you, Lord, for this good news. Some
times thingl can loekgrim. It seems as if the
beautiful cause of Jesus Christ is doomed. Yes,
.wllletilll,e], it looks as if everydhidgyesu
futile and in a few more years nobody will
believe anymore.

But no® u:e know again that salvation does
not depend upon the wdf m.a.n, it depends
upon the will of God. Lord, help us praise and
adoreour Creator and Sallior al thimk of
this great truth.

A; the gospelcirclesthe world today, use
it, ff. TeaShepherdof the sheepto gather in
the- flockof God that is scatteredo wideley.
Accomjllish the great purposes which have been
desiRned in heauen before the foundation of the
world. Bring many to their knees in confession
and repentancand lift them up in the jo')
of salvation.

Accept our praise and thanks,i;iving, throu[!'h
Jesus'cross.Amen.

Preparedfor broadcasby Dr. Joel Nederhood,
Radio Minister, Christian Reformed Church.
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Listen tdhe BACK TO GODHOUR, broadcast
every Sunday, from the following stations:-

2KY Sydney® 8.30 p.m.
2BH Broken Hill (Monday)7.30 p.m.
2MG Mudgee 6.30 p.m.
3ES Colac 7.30 p.m |
3SR Shepparton 8.00 p.m.
3UL Warragul 7.00 p.m.
3YB Warrnambool 8.00p.m:
4KQ Brisbane 8.30 p.m.
4WK Warwick 8.00 p.m.
6BY Bridgetown 9.00 p.m.
6Cl Collie 7.30 p.m.
6MD Meredin 9.00 p.m.
6TZ Bunbury 7.30 p.m.
6WB Katanning 9.00 p.m.
7AD Devonport 12.45 p.m.
THT Hobart 7.30 a.m.
7LA Launceston 7.45 p.m.
HCJB (Quito, Ecuador)

Sydney (1020 KC) 5.30 p.m.

NEW ZEALAND

HCJB (Q:1lito, Ecuador) 7.30 p.m.
MANILA
DZAS (Shortwave 25.32) 9.30 p.m.

New Zealand Time

The message printed in this pamphlet was heard over the
Back to God Hour, which is broadcast every Sunday in
co-operationith the ChristiarReformed Churches of

America, in Queenslantlew SouthWalesVictoria,

Tasmaniand WesterrAustralia, and by shortwave

throughout the world.

P.0.BOX47 P.O. BOX 14084
Panrnure
GEELONGVIC. 3220. AUCKLAND N.Z.
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