




hoping  against  hope  that  some  people  will  be
lieve on- Him and be saved. 

In  other  words, according  to  that model  of 
Christ  and  His  work,  whether  or  not  there  are 
going  to  be  any  people  in  Jesus'  movement  at 
all depends  upon how  men  feel.  Accordino- to 
that description of the wav it is with 
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the 
Christian faith,  the  ,,·ill  of �an · hecomes  the 
c\ecisive  matter.  Surely, God  has  done  a  great 
deal,  and  Christ  has,  but  now  God  and  all  the 
rest  of  us  have  to  \\'ait  and  see  what  happens. 
Will  man  respond,  or  won't  he? 

Now,  I  agree,  that  if  that's  the  way it is,  the 
Christian cause is very hopeless indeed.  For 
men do have a great deal to take their attention 
.:tway from Jesus and His work. They have 
their  Playboy  philosophy,  and  all  their  work  to 
do. And  they  are  terrifically  skilled  at  keeping 
deep  thoughts  out  of  their  heads,  like  thouo-hts 
about death and about the meaning of  life. 
They spend half their time avoiding subjects 
like  that. So,  if  this  is  the  way  it  is-Jesus  has 
done  His  part  and  now  He's  waitino- for  man 
to do  his-there  is  not  much  hope.
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Men  are 
just  not all  that interested. frankly. 

But  that's  not  the  way  it  is. 
That's not  the  ,my the  Bible  says it  is. That's 

not  the  way  Jesus  says  it  is. God  is  not  waitino
breathlessly  in  His  heaven,  waiting  to  see  wh�t 
man  is going  to do with all  His good gifts. 

In the Gospel of John in the New Testament, 
Jesus shows how it really is. He talks about 
Himself and about His people.  Perhaps you 
have  heard Psalm 23. It  starts  with  the  well
known words,  "The Lord is  my shepherd  .... " 
Well,  that  figure  of  speech  is  a  very  powerful 
one in  the  Bible,  the figu re of the  shepherd and 
his  flock,  a  shepherd  and  his  sheep.  And  Jesus 
takes up  the  same  fiQUre  of  speech  in  the  10th 
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chapter  of  John's  Gospel  when  He  takes  all the 
ideas that were c�mnected to the concept  of 
shepherd  and applies them to  Himself. 

H� says,  "I am the good shepherd." Then He 
continues  and  says,  "I  know  my  own  and  my 
own  know  me,  as  the  Father  knows  me  and  I 
know  the  Father;  and  I  lay  down  my  life  for 
the sheep." (vv. 14,  15) Notice that. Jesus is 
the good s�epher�. �e knows His own perfectly, 
and He gives His life for  His sheep. Under
stand. Jesus died. for J-!is. sheep, the people
whom  He _knew  with  an mt1macy  and precision
that He Himself compared to the precise knowl
edge  God  the Son  and God the Father had and 

111 have  of  one  another . 
Now  Jesus  continues  in  the 10th  chapter  of 

Jo�m's Gospel, and He says,  "My sheep hear my 
v01ce an� I  know  them, and  they  follow  me; 
and I gwe them eternal life, and they shall 
never  perish,  and  no  one shall  snatch them out 
of my hand." (vv. 27, 28) With these words 
Jesus �ook the  figure  of  speech  of  a  shepherd 
and  his  sheep  and _carried  it  all  the way. "My 
sheep  hear  my  voice  . .. " He  said. That  is 
very  simple. But  once  one  understands  what  it 
mea_ns! he will never waste  his sympathy on the
C�nst1an ,,movement. "My sheep hear my
voice .... 

As Jesus  uses  the  figu re  of  speech  of a  shep
herd  and  his  sheep  in  John  10  and  as  He  then 
declares that His sheep respond to His voice, He 
shatters  once  and  for  all  the  erroneous  model 
of the Christian movement we were talkino
about a few moments ago.  You remembe� 
what  it  was,  don't  you?  It  was  the  model  that 
pictured  God  doing  all kinds  of  thina-s  to make 
Himself interesting for  men and  th

0
en  hopino

that men would respond, as a salesma� 
would present his  product  and  then  hope his 
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about it  in  the  Bible.  They may hear it over the 
radio.  They  may  listen  to  it  Sunday  after  Sun
day in church. Someone may tell them the good 
news. But however they get  it, they respond 
when they  hear  it.  They  are  the  sheep  of  Jesus. 
Jesus knows them. And He gives them the pow
er  to  respond  in  faith. 

Oh that's  a  remarkable  thing,  the  way  the 
sheep' of  Jesus respond  to  the  message  of the 
good shepherd.  It is an event t�a� is not bound
ed  by  time  or  space.  A  man  hvmg  today  n:iay 
write something about the gospel that may brmg 
salvation to sheep of Jesus who are not yet 
born and who will read what he wrote 50 
years from now. A  person may use radio  to 
brino- the  o-ospel to  a  nation  he  has  never  been b b 
in,  but the  people  there  will  respond,  the  sheep 
of  Jesus  will. 

, So, you  see, you  shouldn t waste_ your  sym
pathy  on  the  Christ�an  move�e.n t,  11:1  case  you 
are  beginning  to  thmk  that  1t  1s  gomg  out  of 
style  and  therefore  it  is doomed.  It ma,: be �o
ino- out of style  but it is not doomed. It 1s gomg 
ou� of style �cause the  style of life  today  is 
so Godless  and  hopeless  and  empty  and  mean
ino-less. There  is  a  brooding  insanity  that  lays 
ov�r  the  human  experience  like  a dirty  cloud, 
and much of the empty joy men  seek,  they seek 
in order to dull  their  senses  to the  horror  of 
our age. In  such  a time,  the  real  joy  of  the 
Christian faith,  the  full hope  of the gospel, and 
the a-lad opportunity to work in the kingdom of 
Jesu� is  out of  style,  indeed.  It's  out  of style as 
lauo-hter is in a funeral home.  But the fact that 
it i; out of style is not an indication_ that Chri_s
tianity  is  now  done  for and  everythmg  else will 
endure.  Not  at  all.  It's  the  other  way  around. 
The way men have chosen for themselves is 
the way of life, and those people who are Jesus' 
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people,  the  people  whom  He  has  known  fro:11 
before  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  sense  this, 
and  they  respond to  His  voice  with  faith. 

The most beautiful thing going on in our 
world  right  no\\'  is  the  great  work  of  the  Good 
Shepherd as He  moves  throughout the ,.vorld 
and  seeks  out  His  sheep.  They  are  in  so  manv 
strange  and  far  out  places.  Some  of the111  are  in 
places  where  the gospel  has  seldom  come  and 
new  "·avs  have to  he found  to get  the gospel 
to them'.  But  Jesus  goes  there,  too.  In  the  book 
of Ezekiel  "·e  find  a  tender  description  of  the 
wav the Good Shepherd goes  after His poor 
sheep. Listen.  this  is  God  speaking: "I  mys�lf 
"·ill he  the  shepherd  of  my  sheep,  and I  w�ll 
make them  liC'  down,  says  the  Lord  God.  I  will 
seek the lost. and I will hring the strayed. 
and I will bind up the crippled. and I will 
streno-then the weak. and the fat and the 
stron:g  I  will  '\Vatch  over;  I  will  frrd  th('m in 
justice." (34: 15,  16) 
· Down through the years, many people haw
wasted their pity on Jesus Christ. When He
went to the cross, for example, He was sur
rounded  hy  many  people  "·ho "·ere  terribly  dis
tressed  by  "·hat  was  going  on.  And  there  was  a
group of women from .Jerusalei:n  who ":erP par
ticularlv impressive with their weepmg and
their  sobbing.  The  Bihle  records  it  in  Luke  �3.
This  is  what  it  savs "And  there  follow·ed  him
et crreat multitude· �f the people, and of the 
,\-�;nen who bewailed  and  lamented  him. But 
Jesus turning to them said, 'Daughters of 
Jerusalem do  not  weep  for  me,  but  weep  for 
�•ourselves' and  for  your  children'." (vv. 27,  28) 
And then Jesus went on and described the fierce 
jud.gment  that  would  surely  fall  upon  them.  It 
�,·as · a  judgment  that  would_ he  as  ugly  as  th
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very cross  Jesus was marching  toward. That s 
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Listen  to the BACK TO  GOD HOUR,  broadcast 
every Sunday, from the following stations:-
2KY 
2BH 
2MG 
3CS 
3SR 
3UL 
3YB 
4KQ 
4WK 
6BY 
6CI 
6MD 
6TZ 
6WB 
7AD 
7HT 
7LA 
HCJB 

HCJB 

DZAS 

Sydney� 
Broken  Hill  (Monday) 
Mudgee 
Colac 
Shepparton 
Warragul 
Warrnambool 
Brisbane 
Warwick 
Bridgetown 
Collie 
Meredin 
Bunbury 
Katanning 
Devonport 
Hobart 
Launceston 

. . 

(Quito,  Ecuador) 
Sydney  (1020  KC) 

NEW ZEALAND 

(Q:1ito,  Ecuador) 

MANILA 

8.30  p.m. 
7.30  p.m. 
6.30  p.m. 
7.30  p.m . 
8.00  p.m. 
7.00  p.m. 
8.00 p.m:
8.30  p.m. 
8.00  p.m. 
9.00  p.m. 
7.30  p.m. 
9.00  p.m. 
7.30  p.m. 
9.00  p.m. 

12.45  p.m. 
7.30  a.m. 
7.45  p.m. 

5.30  p.m. 

7.30  p.m. 

(Shortwave  25.32) 9.30  p.m. 
New  Zealand  Time 

The  message  printed  in this  pamphlet  was  heard  over  the 
Back  to  God  Hour,  which  is  broadcast  every  Sunday  in 
co-operation with the Christian Reformed  Churches  of 
America, in Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, 
Tasmania and Western Australia, and by shortwave 
throughout  the world. 

P.O.BOX47 

GEELONG, VIC. 3220. 

P.O. BOX 14084 
Panrnure 

AUCKLAND, N.Z. 
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