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INNER CITY SYDNEY CHURCH
TO BE SOLD

GREEK ORTHODOX COMMUNITY TO
BUY CENTURY-OLD S. PAUL’S

Subject to the approval of the diocesan synod when it meets next
October, the century-old inner city church of S. Paul, Cleveland Street,
Sydney, will be sold to the Greek Orthodox Church.

The decision to sell the property was taken by the Standing Committee
of the Diocese of Sydney at its meeting last May, when it passed an Ordin-
ance authorising the sal

a matter of strict Church law, the sale could take place immediately
by authority of the Standing Committee.
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It is hard to escape from a sense of frustration about the Viet Nam
fthough e ailed § conflict, writes the Archbishop of Sydney, the Most Reverend M. L. Loane,
sunvey e in his letter in the Sydney diocesan paper, “Southern Cross”, published on
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BENDIGO DIOCESE WILL BACK
THE BILLY GRAHAM CAMPAIGN

FromOur Own Correspondent
Bendigo, June 2
Bendigo Synod at its meeting last week decided to support the 1968
Billy Graham evangelistic crusade.
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LIVELY SYNOD HELD IN BRISBANE

VIET NAM, GRAHAM CRUSADE, AND
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CHRISTIANS IN CHINA TO-DAY

It appears that unly two Christian churches now
remain open for regular Sunday worship in the
whole of China. As far as can be ascertained, only
one bishop of the Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui and
one bishop of the Roman Catholic Church are now
able regularly to perform their episcopal functions.
All other Anglican bishops and priests, like all other
Christian ministers, are inhibited from conducting
public worship. Most of them are in secular employ-
ment in government offices, where some of them
do valuable work as translators; in agricultural com-
munes, where they perform manual and clerical
work; in schools and universities, where they teach:
m industry, where they perform a multiplicity of
jobs ranging from heavy manual labour to cost
accounting.

Chinese Anglican bishops and priests, in short,
now spend their working days in the same ways as
Chinese Anglican lay men and women. Chinese
Anglicans, as a group, include among their number
some of the most intelligent, best informed and
highly trained citizens of the People’s Republic of
China: teachers, physicians, linguists, writers, bio-
chemists, physicists, engineers. Like Australian Angli-
cans, they include a proportion of ordinary, faithful
people with small intellectual appetites of capacity,
some zealots, some people of patent nobility of spirit.
They are to a man good citizens of China, staunch
supporters of their country’s government and its
policies in general.

With one possible exception, every Anglican
cathedral and church building in China has been
taken over by the Government and converted for
secular use, or else is disused for the time being
pending a decision by the authorities about its ulti-
mate disposal. In general, the Government has offered
to pay a reasonable rental for these properties: in
most cases, the parochial or other authority con-
cerned has waived the rental payments as a gesture
of support for the policies of the Government. In
many cases, the Church authorities have themselves
offered the use of their buildings to the civil auth-
orities; in others, the Government has moved first.
In certain cases, notably in Shanghai and Pekin, the
resumption of church buildings was accompanied or
followed by vandalism and looting: stained glass win-
dows have been smashed, sacred vessels, sanctuary
lamps and other church ornaments and furnishings
seized, in a few cases destroyed, in some cases turned
to profane use. In most cases, under the direction
of the Bureau of Religious Affairs, such things as
chalices, lectern Bibles and ornaments and furnish-
ings have been given into the safe custody of in-
dividual Christians or else placed in storage under
government supervision

Public Christian witness — such things as pro-
cessions and open-air meetings — have been unknown
in China for at least fifteen years past. More recently,
children have not been permitted to attend public
worship in churches, or to attend Sunday schools
or receive organised catechetical instruction. The
Chinese state has adopted the view that it is immoral
to expect children of tender years to decide whether
or not to accept the teaching and claims of the
Church. At present, formal, organised Christian faith
finds expression only in meetings in private homes.

Those who read these facts for the first time
will fall in two categories, and react accordingly: as
Christians, as Christ would have us react; or
citizens of a Western capitalist democracy, in political
terms. The latter, concerned more with money and
property and the world power struggle than with
Christian belief, will shew anger and seek revenge,
will inveigh against communism or the Chinese Gov-
ernment or something equally irrelevant. In their
views, the Lord Christ is a respectable exemplar of
capitalist democracy, and the object of taking the
Gospel to China was, as the duty of Chinese Chris-
tians is, mainly political: to build a typical capitalist,
anticommunist society. They will prove, in short,
the truth of all the allegations against Christianity
made by most Chinese — and not only communists
— for many years past

We who serve Christ react differently. His love
has nothing to do with money and buildings, or with
temporal power. It transcends politics. Is the Church
any less that because it lacks buildings? Are bap-
tised Christians any less that because they do not
worship in conventional European-style churches?
Do bishops and priests cease to be such because they
labour at common tasks? Or because, as Chinese,
they love and serve their fellows?

There is only one thing our Chinese brothers
in Christ need from us, or ask: our prayers. And
not for them only; but for all men
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