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Members of the Apex Club erect shelter shed for dark children.

CROCODILES: A Story from The Sky Pilot's tog (2CII Broadcast)

We were tra ve lling ' north to  the  Rope r
Rive r in Anthe m La nd. Our party cons is ted
of a  numbe r of bla cks , a  white  ma n na me d
J oe , a nd mys e lf. We ha d pra c tica lly no
s tore s  le ft a nd we re  de pe nding on "na tive
tucke r". J oe  hadn't been long in the  country,
and he  was  a lways  compla ining about food.
Once  more  he  voice d his  grie va nce : "How
long till we  re a ch the  Mis s ion now, S mithy?

I'm s ick of this  bus h tucke r. I'd  g ive  a ll I
pos s es s  for a  bit of bread."

"Ab o u t a  we e k," I re p lie d . "Bu t  wh y
worry?  We 've  ha d ple nty to e a t a ll the  time .
You ca n't be  hungry now; it's  only a n hour
s ince  you a te  ha lf a  goa nna ."

"N -no, I'm not hungry now," J oe  admitted.
"At le a s t, I don't think I a m. Not for goa nna ,
anyhow. But I ne ve r fe e l s a tis fie d  a fte r
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a  m e a l;  I ' ve  a  k in d  o f  p e r p e t u a l c r a v in g .
Ma yb e  I've  a te  to o  m u c h  g o a n n a  la te ly a n d
its  c o m e  to  life  a n d  is  g n a win g  a t m y in s id e .
I c a n ' t  g e t  u s e d  to  b u s h  tu c ke r ;  g ive  m e  a
s lic e  o f b re a d  o r d a m p e r,  a n y d a y. "

"Yo u  h a d  d a m p e r ye s te rd a y. It  wa s  g o o d
s tu ff,  to o ,  n ra d e  fro m  th e  b e s t  g ra s s  s e e d s .
Th e  b la c ks  wa s te d  h a lf a  d a y g e t t in g  it  fo r
you

"Th e y n e e d n ' t  h a ve  'b o th e re d ;  it  wa s  vile
s ta ll',  h a lf fu ll o f s a n d . Th e  we ig h t o f it  h a s
d ra g g e d  m y s to m a c h  a ll o u t o f s h a p e . An d
it  wa s  c o o ke d  with o u t  a n y b a kin g  p o wd e r. "

"The  b la c ks  don 't find  ba king  powde r g row-
in g  in  th e  b u s h ,  J o e . Wh e n  yo u 've  b e e n  a
b it  lo n g e r  in  th is -c o u n try yo u ' ll g e t  u s e d  to
it . Th e  tro u b le  is  yo u  s p e n d  to o  m u c h  tim e
th in kin g  a b o u t fo o d . Anyhow, he re 's  a  c re e k
to s wim. Th a t ' ll g ive  yo u  s o m e th in g  e ls e
to  th in k  a b o u t . I o n ly h o p e  th e  c ro c o d ile s

a b o u t fo o d . "
Joe pu lle d up s udde nly. "Lo o k he re ,

S m ith y,  I'm  n o t g o in g  to  s wim  a  c re e k -th a t's
fu ll Of h u n g ry c ro c o d ile s . No t  o n  yo u r  life .

g o in g  to  wa lk ro u n d . "
"Yo u  c a n 't  d o  th a t , .  jo e ;  th e re 's  n o  c ro s s -

in g  fo r m ile s . "
"B u t  I c a n ' t  s w im  m u c h , " p le a d e d  J o e .

"Ma yb e  I c o u ld  g e t  a c ro s s  a ll r ig h t ,  b u t  I'm
n o  fa n c y s w im m e r  a n d  I'd  b e  th e  fir s t  o n e
th e  c ro c o d ile s  wo u ld  g e t. "

"W e ' ll lo o k  a fte r  yo u , " I p ro m is e d .  "W e ' ll
s wim  in  fo rm a tio n ,  with  yo u  in  th e  m id d le . "

"Bu t  yo u  d o n ' t  u n d e rs ta n d ,  S m ith y. It ' s
a ll rig h t fo r yo u ,  yo u 're  ju s t like  a  rive r b la c k-
fe llo w  in  . t h e  w a te r . B u t  i f  a  c r o c o d i le
a tta c ke d  I c o u ld n 't  ke e p  u p  with  th e  b la c ks ,
a n d  th e y'd  c le a r  o u t  a n d  le a ve  m e ,  e ve n  if
yo u  d id n ' t . "

"It ' s  a ll r ig h t , " I t o ld  h im . "I kn o w th e s e
b la c ks ,  a n d  th e y kn o w m e .  I wo n 't le a ve  yo u ,
a n d  t h e y w o n ' t  le a ve  m e . If _ a  c ro c o d ile
a tta c ks ,  we  kn o w h o w to  h a n d le  it.  All yo u 've
g o t  to  d o  is  to  s wim  a s  h a rd .a s  yo u  c a n  fo r
th e  b a n k. Do n ' t  lo o k  ro u n d ,  a n d  d o n ' t  g e t
w o rr ie d  if yo u  c a n ' t  ve  u s . We 'll b e  th e re ,
a n d  we ' ll lo o k  a fte r  yo u . Th a t's  a  p ro m is e .
No w,  in  yo u  g o . "

"O h ,  a ll r ig h t ,  I s u p p o s e  I' ll h a ve  to . Bu t
I h a te  c ro c o d ile s . I ' d  s o o n e r  fa c e  a  l io n
in  the  ope n  tha n  one  o f thos e  th ings  you  c a n 't
s e e  tha t a tta cks  unde r wa te r. I'll n e ve r c o m e
b u s h  with  yo u  a g a in ,  An d  if e ve r I g e t  b a c k
to  th e  Mis s io n  a live ,  I' ll s t ic k  th e re . We ll
. . . .  h e re  g o e s . If m y p o o r o ld  m o th e r c o u ld
o n ly s e e  m e  n o w . . . .  0 -h ,  w e ll

An d  s o  we  s ta rte d  th e  s wim . J o e  wa s n 't
a  b it  h a p p y,  a n d ,  to  te ll th e  t ru th ,  I wa s n ' t ,

e ithe r. Th e  wa te r wa s  to o  c le a r. To  s wim
a  m u d d y c re e k  is n ' t  h a lf  t h e  r is k ;  in  c le a r
w a t e r  a  c ro c o d ile  c a n  s e e  t o  a t t a c k  fro m
unde rn e a th.

We  we re  m o re  th a n  h a lfwa y a c ro s s  wh e n
a  c ro c o d ile 's  h e a d  c a m e  to  th e  s u rfa c e . Joe
s a w it a lm o s t a s  s o o n  a s . we  d id ,  a n d  it -wa s
o n ly th e  wa te r h e  s wa llo we d  th a t c h o ke d  o ff
h is  wild  s c re a m. Th e re  wa s  o n ly o n e  wa y to
a ct. Th e  b la c ks  a n d  I d ive d  im m e d ia te ly a n d
le ft  J o e  flo a t in g  a lo n e  o n  th e  s u rfa c e . He
b e a t it . to wa rd s  th e  b a n k,  a n d  a s  s o o n  a s  h e
fo u n d  h is  vo ic e  lie  ye lle d  till h e  wa s  h o a rs e .
He  wa s te d a  lo t of e ne rgy in  us e le s s  s cre a ming
a n d  s p la s h in g ,  b u t  s o m e h o w h e  g o t  a s h o re
a n d  s tu m b le d  u p  th e  b a n k.  In  a  fe w m o m e n ts
we  jo in e d  h im .

P o o r J o e  wa s  in  a  b a d  wa y. His  vo ic e  h a d
p ra c t ic a lly g o n e ,  a n d  h e  wa s  c ryin g  in  fe a r
a n d  a n g e r. W e  w e re  a ll kn o c ke d  u p ,  a n d .
la y th e re ,  p a n t in g . F in a lly ,  in  a n  a n g r y
whis pe r,  J oe  a bus e d  me : "You  d irty,  s ne a king
c o wa rd ,  S m ith y. I a lw a ys  t h o u g h t  a  m a n
c o u ld  d e p e n d  o n .  yo u . An d  wh a t h a p p e n s ?
As  s oon  a s  the re 's  da nge r you  fo rge t a ll a bou t
your promis e  a nd  le a ve  me  a lone  to  the  c roco-
dile . I e xp e c te d  th e  'b la c ks  to  c le a r o u t,  b u t
n o t a  wh ite  m a n . "

"H o ld on a  m in u te , J o e , ' '  I  t o ld h im .
" W h e re  d o  yo u  th in k  we  we re  a ll th e  t im e
yo u  we re  c a rryin g  o n  like  a  frig h te n e d  s c h o o l
g ir l? "

"As  fa r a wa y a s  yo u  c o u ld  g e t,  I s u p p o s e ,
lo o kin g  a fte r yo u rs e lf. I lo o ke d  ro u n d  o n c e
a n d  th e re  wa s n ' t  a  s ig n  o f yo u . Yo u  m u s t  .
h a ve  g o n e  like  g re a s e d  lig h tn in g . I  d o n ' t
kn o w h o w yo u  g o t a wa y s o  q u ic k. "

"W e  d id n ' t  le a ve  yo u ,  J o e . Th a t c re e k's
n o t 1 0  fe e t d e e p . W e  a ll d ive d  b e lo w yo u ,
th e n  we  wa lke d  wa lke d  a lo n g  th e  b o tto m  a n d
s t ir r e d  u p  t h e  m u d ,  s o  t h a t . th e  c ro c o d ile
c o u ld n 't  s e e  yo u ,  o r s m e ll yo u . A c ro c o d ile
d o e s n 't a tta c k o n  th e  s u rfa c e . We  fo rm e d  a
ring  round  you  a nd  cou ld  ha ve  a lmos t touche d
yo u  a t time , we  we re  s o c los e . You  we re
th e  o n ly o n e  wh o  wa s  p e rfe c t ly s a fe . The
c ro c o d ile  c o u ld  h a ve  ta ke n  a n y o n e  o f u s ,
b u t  h e  c o u ld n ' t  r e a c h  yo u  w ith o u t  g e t t in g
o n e  o f u s  firs t . Yo u  o u g h t  to  a p o lo g is e  to
the  b la cks . It  w a s  a  g ra n d  t h in g  fo r  t h e m
to  d o ,  a n d  I'm  p ro u d  o f th e m . Th e y ris ke d
th e ir live s  fo r yo u ,  a n d  yo u  o n ly c u rs e  th e m ."

1-oe  we n t to  p ie c e s  the n . He  wa s n ' t  a  b a d
fe llo w,  b u t  h e  ju s t  d id n ' t  u n d e rs ta n d .

S o m e  o f u s  C h ris tia n s  a re  a  little  like  J o e .
o c l h a s  p ro m is e d ,  "I will n e ve r le a ve  th e e

n o r  fo r s a k e  th e e , " a n d  "Lo  T a m  w ith  yo u
If you  s e a rch

th e  S c r ip tu re s  yo u ' ll fin d  th e m  fu ll o f s u c h
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promise s . An d  w h e n  th in g s  a re  g o in g  w e ll
we a re c o m fo rte d  a n d  e n c o u ra g e d  b y th e
promise s . The n  a ll a t onc e  a  c roc od ile 's  he a d
c o n ie s  to  th e  s u rfa c e  o f th e  p la c id  wa te r o f

In s te a d  o f ke e p in g  o u r  e ye s  s t ra ig h t
a he a d  a nd  quie tly obe ying  ins truc tions , we  ge t
in  a  pa n ic  a nd  do  a  lo t or s houting a nd s pla s h-

w e  th in k  th a t  G o d  h a s  d e s e r t e d  u s  in  o u r
tim e  o f n e e d . W e  c a n ' t  s e e  Him ,  a n d  w e
ju d g e  His a ctions b y our o wn impe rfe c t
na ture s . An d  a ll th e  t im e ,  if we  o n ly kn e w
it,  He  is  c lo s e  b e s id e  u s ,  a n d  u n d e rn e a th  a re
the  e ve rla s ting  a rms . Ho w  it  m u s t  h u r t  o u r
Lo rd  s o m e t im e s  t o  k n o w  th a t  He  n o t  o n ly
ris ke d  His  life ,  b u t  He  g a ve  His  life  to  s a ve
u s ; a n d  ye t wh e n  s o m e  m in o r d a n g e r a ris e s
we  im m e d ia te ly ta ke  it  fo r  g ra n te d  th a t  He
ha s  de s e rte d us . Ma ybe  we  ha ve  b la m e d  Him
in  our minds  a nd  fe lt tha t He  ha s  not honoure d
His  promis e s .

No w,  wh a t  I h a ve  to  s a y to  yo u  g o e s. fo r
m ys e lf a ls o . Lo o k  b a c k  o n  t h a t  t im e  yo u
th o u g h t yo u r Lo rd  h a d  le t yo u  d o wn  a n d  s e e
if it  is n ' t  t ru e  th a t  a ll th e  t im e  yo u  th o u g h t
yo u  w e re  le ft  d e fe n c e le s s  yo u  w e re  re a lly
p e r fe c t ly  s a fe ,  fo r  He  w a s  c a r ryin g  yo u  in
His  a rm s . D o n ' t  lo o k  b a c k  a n d  g e t  in  a
pa nic . Lo o k u p  a n d  q u ie t ly c a rry o n  a s  He
to ld  yo u ,  a n d  le a ve  th e  re s t to  Him .

An d  th e  fin a l e n try in  to d a y's  Lo g  is  ta ke n
fro m the 33rd cha pte r of De u te ronomy:
"Un d e rn e a th  a re  th e  e ve rla s t in g  a rm s . "

DAR K C HILDR E N. Th e  d a rk c h ild re n  in
o u r.  c a re  a re  a ll we ll a n d  h a p p y. Du rin g  th e
m o n th  a n o th e r lit t le  g irl o f a b o u t five  ye a rs
o f a g e  jo in e d  o u r fa m ily.  He r n a m e  is  "Ma rj."
S h e  is  ve ry lig h t in  c o lo u r,  b u t h a s  h a d  a  s a d
a n d  d iffic u lt  t im e ;  we  t ru s t  th a t  th is  will b e
.th e  b e g in n in g  o f a  n e w  life  fo r  h e r . Th is
b r in g s  o u r  t o t a l n u m b e r  o f  d a r k  c h ild r e n
to  n ine . Th re e  o f th e m  a re  a tte n d in g  Ca s tle
Hill S c h o o l,  a n d  tw o  m o re  s h o u ld  b e  a b le
to  comme nce  s chool s hortly.

A p a r t y  o f  f r ie n d s  c a m e  o u t  w it h  t h r e e
c a rs  a n d  to o k  a ll th e  c h ild re n  fo r  a n  a fte r-
noon 's ou ting , p ro vid in g  th e m with fru it ,
ice  c re a m, e tc . O th e r frie n d s  to o k Co ra l a n d
J a n e t  fo r  a  d a y ' s  o u t in g .
gra te ful to  the s e  frie nds  who ha ve  e nde a voure d
to  b rin g  s o m e  h a p p in e s s  in to  th e  c h ild re n 's
live s .

WO ME N ' S  AU XIL IAR Y. Th e  m e m b e rs
o f th e  Au xilia ry a re  ve ry b u s y p re p a rin g  fo r
S tre e t S ta lls  a n d  th e  S a le  o f Wo rk to  b e  h e ld
(D.V. ) o n  No ve m b e r 3 rd . W e  we re  g la d  to
we lcome  s e ve ra l ne w me mbe rs  re ce ntly. The

w o rk  is  g ro w in g  s o  fa s t  th a t  th e re  is  ro o m
fo r a ll to  h e lp  in  s o m e  wa y o r a n o th e r. At
th e  m o n th ly m e e t in g  o f th e  W o m e n 's  Au x-
ilia ry a  s p e c ia l t im e  is  a lwa ys  s e t  a s id e  fo r
Bib le  re a d ing  a nd  pra ye r fo r the  work. Be s ide s
th is ,  th e  wo m e n  o f th e  Au xilia ry a n d  frie n d s
o b s e rve  'e ve ry Mo n d a y a s  a  d a y fo r s p e c ia l
p ra ye r in  th e ir o wn  h o m e s .

AUDITORS . I t  i s  w i t h  r e g r e t  t h a t  w e
h a ve  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h a t  Mr .  E . H. P e rre tt,
wh o  h a s  a c te d  a s  o u r Ho n o ra ry Au d ito r s in c e
th e  in c e p t io n  o f th e  S k y P ilo t  F e llo w s h ip ,
ha s  re s igne d . W e  a re  m o s t  g ra te fu l to  h im
fo r h is  a d vic e  a n d  h e lp  d u rin g  th e  p a s t ye a rs .
Th is  w o r k  is  g r o w in g  r a p id ly ,  a n d  n o w  it
ha s  be e n  inc o rpo ra te d  a s  a  non -p ro fit m a king
c o m p a n y th is  in vo lve s  a  g re a t  d e a l o f e xtra
w o rk  fo r  o u r  Au d ito r .

. We  a re  ve ry p le a s e d  to  be  a ble  to  a nnounce
t h a t  Mr .  K.  H .  P e a rc e ,  A. C . A. ,  h a s  k in d ly
a c c e p te d  th e  p o s it io n  a s  Ho n o ra ry Au d itc T.
Mr. P e a rce  ha s  h is  o ffice  in  Bla cktown, bu t h is
h o m e  is  a t  C a s t le  H ill,  q u it e  c lo s e  t o  t h e
Mis s io n  F a rm . Mr . P e a rce is a Council
Me m b e r o f th e  Bla c kto wn  a n d  Dis tric t  Ag ri-
c u ltu ra l S o c ie ty,  a n d  a lre a d y h is  a d vic e  a n d
he lp  ha ve  be e n  cons ide ra b le .

VO LUNTAR Y WO R KE R S . F ro m  t im e  to
tim e  we  h a ve  h a d  va lu a b le  h e lp  fro m  vo lu n -
t a ry  w o rk e r s ,  s o m e t im e s  fo r  a  fe w  h o u rs ,
s om e tim e s  fo r longe r pe riods .  Mr. W. Clis s o ld
a n d  h is  s o n ,  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y two  wo rkm a te s ,
h a ve  d o n e  m o s t  u s e fu l wo rk with  th e  b u ild -
ing . Mr .  W o o f,  fro m  No r th m e a d ,  s p e n t  a
numbe r of da ys re p a irin g fences , d igg ing
dra ins , mixing concre te  a nd doing o the r us e ful,
h e a vy wo rk.  Mr.  Iva n  Hin to n  a n d  h is  frie n d s
a re  fa ith fu l vis ito rs ,  a n d  th e y n e ve r  fa il to
a s k fo r the  a xe , s o  tha t the y ca n  le a ve  a  he a p
of fire wood re a dy for our us e . To a ll the s e , a nd
o the r vo lun ta ry worke rs , we  e xte nd  our tha nks
o n  b e h a lf  o f t h e  d a rk  c h ild re n  w h o m  th e y
a re  h e lp in g  in  a  m o s t p ra c tic a l wa y.

ANNUAL R ALLY AND S ALE  O F  WO R K.
Th e  R a lly  a n d  S a le  o f  W o r k ,  t o  m a r k  t h e
e ig h th  An n ive rs a ry o f th e  S ky P ilo t  F e llo w-
s h ip  will b e  h e ld  (D.V. ) in  th e  lo we r S yd n e y
To wn  Ha ll o n  S a tu rd a y,  3 rd  No ve m b e r,  1 9 5 6 .
Do o rs  w ill b e  o p e n  a t  1 0 . 3 0  a . m . ,  a n d  th e
P u b lic  Me e tin g  will b e  h e ld  a t 2  p .m . The re
will b e  s p e c ia l ite m s  g ive n  b y d a rk c h ild re n
fro m  o u r Mis s io n  F a rm . We  h o p e  to  m a ke
th is  th e  b e s t  g a th e rin g  ye t  h e ld ,  a n d  wo u ld
b e  g la d  if yo u  will m a ke  it  a s  wid e ly kn o wn
a s  pos s ible . We  wo u ld  a ls o  a p p re c ia te  g ifts
o f ja m s ,  c a ke s ,  n e e d le wo rk,  s we e ts ,  fru it a n d
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-ve ge ta b le s ,  flowe rs  a nd  p la n ts ,  books , kn itte d
goa ds , a nd  good, us e d  c lo th ing , e tc . The re  will
b e  a  "W h it e  E le p h a n t  S ta ll",  a n d  p o s s ib ly
yo u  m a y h a ve  s o m e  o rn a m e n t,  p ic tu re ,  va s e
o r n o ve lty wh ic h  is  n o t re a lly re q u ire d  in  th e
h o m e  a n d  w h ic h  m ig h t  b e  t u rn e d  t o  g o o d
a ccount on be ha lf o f the d a rk child re n .
Th in k wh a t d u s tin g  c o u ld  b e  s a ve d  b y a  re a l
"c le a n -u p " o f u n wa n te d  o rn a m e n ts  in  yo u r
home ! Ma yb e  yo u  d o  n o t re a lis e  th a t th e s e
th in g s  m a y h e lp  to  fe e d  a n d  c a re  fo r  s o m e
of ou r le s s  fo rtuna te  little  one s .

P AN E L VAN . Through . the  courte s y, o f a
frie n d  we  h a ve  b e e n  a b le  to  p u rc h a s e  ve ry
c h e a p ly a  s e c o n d -h a n d  1 9 3 9  Fo rd  p a n e l va n .
Th is  will b e  a  g re a t a s s e t . in  th e  wo rk. Mr .
La ngford  -S mith  ha s  h is  own priva te  ca r (which
h e  u s e s  fo r Mis s io n  wo rk),  b u t th is  h a s  n e ve r
b e e n  th e  s a m e  s in c e  it  wa s  re b u ilt  a fte r th e
a cc ide n t la s t S e p te mbe r. In  a n y c a s e ,  it  is
n o t s u ita b le  fo r c a rryin g  g o o d s  to  th e  S tre e t
S t a lls  o r  p ic k in g  u p  t h e  m a n y  a r t ic le s  o f
fu rn itu re ,  e tc . ,  o ffe re d  to .  th e  Mis s io n  fro m
time  to  time . Als o , the re  wa s  no  wa y o f ta king
a ll th e  d a rk  c h ild re n  fo r  a n  o u t in g ,  o r  e ve n
to  c h u rc h  (th o u g h  we  h a ve  th e  re g u la r s e r-
vic e s  o n  th e  Mis s io n  F a rm  fo r  th e m ). The
pa ne l va n  will e na b le  u s  to  do  a ll the s e  th ings
a n d  w ill a ls o  p ro vid e  a lte rn a t ive  t ra n s p o r t
in  a n  e m e rg e n c y  t o  e n a b le  Mr . -La n g fo rd -
S m ith  to  fu lfil h is  m a n y e n g a g e m e n ts  wh e n
h is  o w n  c a r  is  n o t  a va ila b le . Mrs .  No rm a
Wa rwick ha s  ha d  a  d rive r's  lic e nce  fo r s e ve ra l
ye a rs , a nd Mis s Ma rg a re t La n g fo rd  -S m ith
o b ta in e d  a  lic e n c e  re c e n tly. Th e r e  is  n o
s h o rta g e  o f "b a c k-s e a t" d rive rs  a m o n g s t th e
d a rk c h ild re n !

' GEES E. A fin e  p a ir  o f th e s e  b ird s  w a s
s e n t to  u s  re c e n tly fro m  a  frie n d _ a t O ra n g e .
Th e y a p p e a re d  .a  little  d is tu rb e d  in  th e ir n e w
s urround ings  a t firs t,  a nd  we  found  the m , one
d a y,  o n  th e  m a in  . ro a d ,  b e g in n in g  th e  wa lk

Ho we ve r,  th e y h a ve  n o w
s e ttle d  d o wn ,  a n d  th e  g o o s e  is  s e tt in g  n e a r
the  wa te rho le . Th e  d a rk Ch ild re n  a re  s o m e -
wh a t a fra id  o f th e m  a n d ,  p e rh a p s  o win g . .  to
th e  h is s in g  s o u n d  th e y m a ke ,  J a n e t  in s is ts
o n  c a llin g  th e m  th e  "He e s e "!

VALE ,  " P E TE R ' !! Mu c h  to  th e  d is tre s s  o f
th e  c h ild re n  a n d  s ta ff,  o u r p e t ka n g a ro o  d ie d
re ce n tly. Th e  Ve t,  s u g g e s te d  th a t th e  c a u s e
wa s  p n e u m o n ia .  We  we re  a ll fo n d  o f "P e te r",
a n d  it  h a s  b e e n  a  g re a t lo s s  to  u s . Anyone
a b le  to  s u p p ly a n o th e r  ka n g a ro o  wo u ld  b e
s u re  o f a  ro ya l we ld o in e

• AP E X C LUB .
fr o m  b e t w e e n  6 0  a n d  8 0  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e
Ap e x C lu b  o n e  d a y. Th e  e a rs  c a m e  ro llin g
u p  in  d o z e n s ; a n d  th e  m e n  g o t to  wo rk rig h t
a wa y. The y bu ilt a n  a ll-we a the r s he lte r s he d ,
pa in te d  .the  ch ild re n 's  qua rte rs  ins ide  a nd  ou t,
s u p p lie d  a n d  fit te d  a  "Dis s o lve n a to r" in  th e
c h ild re n 's  to ile t,  d u g  d ra in s  a n d  re p a ire d  th e
d rive  fro m  th e  fro n t  g a te ,  p ru n e d  th e  ro s e s
a n d  d u g  th e  ro s e  b e d ,  to o k  th e  e n g in e  o u t
o f th e  va n  a n d  to o k it  a wa y -fOr_ re pa irs  a nd
o ve rh a u l,  a n d  th e n  re tu rn e d  it  a n d  re  -fit te d
it  in  th e  va n . With  s o  m u c h  willin g  la b o u r
a va ila b le , bu ild ings  took s ha pe  a s  if by ma g ic ,
a n d  b e fo re  th e  d a y wa s  o ve r e ve ryth in g  h a d
be e n finis he d, tidie d up a nd le ft s pick a nd s pa n.
W h a t  w o u ld  h a ve  t a k e n  u s  m o n t h s  t o  d o
in  o u r "s p a re " t im e  th e y d id  in  o n e  d a y,  a n d
th e  c h ild re n  h a d  th e  b e n e fit o f it  rig h t a wa y.

m e m b e rs  o f th is  wo n d e rfu l o rg a n is a tio n ,  a n d
th e y h a ve  a c tu a lly p ro m is e d  to  re tu rn  a g a in
a t  s o m e  fu tu re  d a te . Th e  m e m b e rs  o f th e
P a rra m a tta  S o ro p tim is t C lu b  p ro vid e d  lu n c h
a n d  te a  fo r a ll th e  m e n .

G IF TS  F O R  THE  MIS S IO N F AR M. We
a re  s o m e tim e s  a s ke d  'b y vis ito rs  wh a t  typ e
o f g ift s  w o u ld  b e  m o s t  u s e fu l fo r  th e  d a rk
childre n . To o  m a n y s we e ts  o r c a ke s  a re  n o t
g o o d  fo r  t h e  ' c h ild re n ,  b u t  t h e y  lo ve  fru it
o f a ll k in d s ,  wh ic h  is  wh o le s o m e  a n d  g o o d
fo r  th e m . W e  h a ve  p le n t y  o f  p lu m s (in
season) o n  t h e  Mis s io n  F a rm , a n d  a  f e w
ora nge s , p e a rs  a n d a pple s . B u t  t h e r e  is

.n e ve r a  s u rp lu s  o f a n y fru it  (e xc e p t p lu m s . )
Ma n y s o c ie t ie s  a re  n o w wo rkin g  to  p ro vid e
a m e n itie s  fo r th e  c h ild re n 's  q u a rte rs ,  b u t o u r
g re a te s t ne e d. is  a lwa ys  g o o d ,  s im p le  fo o d -
s tuffs . Groce rie s  of .a n y kin d ,  b is c u its ,  e tc . ,
a re  a p p re c ia te d  g re a tly. . C lo th in g  fo r  th e
childre n, b la nke ts , s he e ts , p illow ca s e s , towe ls ,
e tc . ,  a re  'a lwa ys  u s e fu l,  a n d  th e y n e e d  n o t
be  ne w ; a ls o s oa p, combs , bobby pins , ribbons ,
th e ft p a s te ,  e tc .

S KY P ILO T NE WS . It  is  re g re t t e d  th a t
this  ne ws  s he e t ha s  be e n de la ye d. The  pos ta l
s t r ike  h e ld  u p  o u r  m a il,  a n d  th e  d o n a t io n s
we  d e p e n d  o n ,  a n d  e ve ry . a va ila b le  s h illin g
ha d  to  be  us e d  fo r foods tu ffs .  fo r the  ch ild re n .
It  is  h o p e d ,  h o w e ve r ,  th a t  th in g s  w ill s o o n
b e  b a c k to  n o rm a l a g a in . In  c o n c lu s io n ,  we

s to o d  b y u s  in  d iffic u lt  t im e s ,  a n d  we  p ra is e
G o d  fo r th e  e vid e n c e  o f His  b le s s in g  o n  th is
w o r k  a n d  in  t h e  live s  o f  t h e s e  lit t le  d a r k
childre n  who. be long to  Him.
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