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ARCHBISHOP WANTS MORE
ENTHUSIASTIC LAYMEN

FEWER COMMITTEES AND MORE
STUDY IN DEPTH

Perth, August 24
Although he had found goodwill towards the Church and a
readiness to help in every possible way, he did not find enthusiastic
commitment to the task of the Church among many of the laity, said
the Archbishop of Perth, the Most Reverend George Appleton, this
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CHRISTIANITY AND COMPULSION
The rest of Australia may well feel that more
heat than light has been generated in New South
Wales by discussion this month about changes in
the religious content of the Social Studies syllabus
for children in Public Primary Schools.
he change was made on the personal initiative
of the N.SW. Minister for Educallon the Honour-
able Ernest Wetherell. It did not come about
as a result of any movement lhmugh the proper pro-
fesslunal channels within the Department of Educa-
he effect of the chai
sngm for good or ill. This fact, that the
unimportant in practice, poses the
Wetherell chose t it in this
«casonably be assumed to lie
in his own background dnd character. He is a lapsed
i Catholic n after the turn of the cen-
g man against the obscur-
anticism and disregard for truth which tended even
more then than now to disfigure the doctrine and
practice of Rome and the Church of England alike.
Those were the_days when such works as the Mt
dom of Man, The Origin of Species, The Rights of
Mnu. were on the lips of every intelligent young rebel
against and other
young Mr Wetherell reacted against tiu
gid and uncritical orthodoxy in predictably orthodo:
fashion: he became an agnostic, something of ai
atheist. Highly intelligent, but no intellectual; truth-
ful and honourable, but both by a code uninfluenced
by Christ's teaching; self-educated, but perhaps lack-
ing a sufficiently broadly-based philosophy of life;
knowledgeable about a wide range of political and
philosophical matters, but denied any higher formal
academic training; a-thirst for true knowledge, but
lacking the truly critical objectivity, that product
intellectual discipline, which might have enabled hi
to perceive relationships aright, he hardened early
in the mould whose shaps he still shews.
serves, none the less, both sympathy and
understandmg—especlally |he Ialter for two reasoi
first, because so many of his own generation share
his views; second, because large sections of the Church
persist in inducing identical reactions in so
young people, at this very moment, by doctrim
practices equally irrelevant now to God’s purpose and
the needs of mankind as they were half a century ago.

This is critically important,

Somewhere in our midst is an unknown ‘teen-
ager. Fifty years hence he is going to be Minister
for Education, and his attitudes will reflect in sonic
part his rejection or acceptance of what the Church
tells him to-day.

s the Church speaking the Ianguage mu
ager inderstands? 15 she getting across to
the Church equipped to give the kind of mtelllgenl
answers demanded by the questions, many o
intelligent, that he asks? Has the Church the love
bear with the apparently unintelligent questions? The
humility to confess ignorance of some of the
Above all, since that individual 'teen-ager
become the Minister cannot be isolated, a
accordingly the Church must speak to all young
people, is she trying seriously i

Well, is she?

Not in New South Wales!
llhe least ironical consequence of Mr Weth-

mportant change in the Primary School
Syliabus e Been the outcry from representati

Anglicans and Presbyterians who, entitled

by law for some eighty years now to give rellglous
instruction in Public Schools for one hour each day,
have failed to do the job competently foi
hour a week, and who now complain that the State,
which should he neutral, does not do their job for
them. Some of the statements by these ministers of
religion shew precious little knowledge of the Public
School system, and harm the image of the Church
in the mind of the community as a whole. Too many
of them have adopted attitudes as anachronistic and
irrelevant as Mr Wetherell’s

It was left to the Archbishop of Melbourne,
the Most Reverend Frank Woods, alone of the
episcopate, to make the appropriate intelligent, re-
laxed comment that was demanded. His Grace is
reported simply as saying that the change aimed at
giving children a more objective view of religion, that
Christians should not be concerned about the change,
and that he did not believe the move was designed to
abolish Chrlsllan teaching in N.S.W. Public Schools
His Grace, like Anglicans in all other States outside
New South Wales, is not unaware of the opportunities
the Church there enjoys, but neglects, of giving re-
ligious instruction in’ Public Schools.

Whatever Mr Wetherell’s motivation, it has
not been demonstrated that his action has harmed the
cause of true religion and virtue. It could even be
said that he has done a very good thing, if for the
wrong

why Mr
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LIVING WITH ASIA
A few copies ore available of this interesting
series of lectures by Alfredo Roces, Professor
Kiyushi Kajima, Sir Garfield Barwick, Dr. J. F.
Cairns and Sir John Crawford. They should be
read by all Anglican who maintain a thoughtful
interest in our relatio ns with our Asian neighbours.

Pp 100 Prie: 8/~ (paperbeck),
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THE CHRISTIAN APPROACH
TO OTHER RELIGIONS

Anniversary Edition
REVISED STANDARD VERSION BIBLE

Limited stocks are available of this attractively
designed Anniversary Edition, published to mark the
tenth anniversary of the release of the R.S.V. Bible
containing both Old and New Testaments. Available
in black, with six full-colour Bible pictures, six maps
in colour, a three-colour presentation page, a
frontispiece in full colour, complete footnotes and
references, complete Bible Helps, gold-stamped and
printed in legible type, they make attractive gifts
for Sunday School presentations and general use.
PAGE SIZE: 5J" x7\"

Reduced special price — 19/6d.

plus postage: 1/11.
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