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SEEKS:

1) To unite Australian women in their allegiance
to their Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ;

2) To help Christian women to take a more effective
place in the total life & mission of the Church.

A greeting from the President:

TPut your hand into the ha.nd of God* ...

And I said to the man who stood a:t the gate of the year, 'Give me
light that I may tread safely into the unknown'. and he replied,
'Put your hand into the hand of God, and that shall be beiter than
light and safer than a known way'. Familiar words indeed.

A very new President, but Just one of a team who would now be
responsidble for, and to, Australian Church Women for these next
two years, I was winging fiy way home to the reality of this
responsibility. So many decisions would be ours in this time, so

 much would need to be done to implement the directions of the

Perth meeting. I guess one would be less than human not to have
doubis or feelings of trepidation. Did I not trust God who
oreated all things, and Who loves me?

Surely the commanding (or pleading) theme of the X.C K. "BREAK
DOWN THE WALLS* had beem a revelation! - So many walls betweem us -

in this world of personal and human origin! -Discovery that non-

- action condones the erection of personal, political, racial and

religious walls. For me 0 do nothing compounded the plight of
the poor, the lonely, the refugee, the victims of violsnce.

 Give Him your hand, give Him your heart and He will indeed ensble
~.you %o break down the walls, not just now, but forever. May the
.. love and peace of God bind us to Him: and each other,

Win Dougherty
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T nmgc.xinm ‘@ scussiin revesled a desire to have "Women
ok Work™ : d X X
this to be achieved by esch Unit comtributing items of interest, any-

© willingness with which I take up this task.

. Hevig

become more varied sad rvepresentstive of all State Units,

_ thing they have done which proved to be original and bemeficial and . .

" ‘might be sdopted or adspted by other Umits; and the results of any.
stodies undertaken might be briefly outlined and sent in. It was

felt that it might be put to better use by a wider oirculationm,

espeaially to local fellowshipa and then to women in church groups;

perhaps & oopy might
u-ﬂ_.olo used., v :
In Perth, it was a delight to watch the warm greetings between those

be sent to s parish magazine and a selected

“attending another National Committee Meeting, and -the firsi encounter

~ between others quickly blossom into deep relationships.. - -
And now, as I take up my task, I put my trust in Him who has never
failed me, but turn to Him *who by the power at work within us ig -
sble to do far more sbundantly than all we ask or think',.and who

- now I hope, will bless the efforts and emcourage with suocess the

Jogn Curtin.

 NATTONAL COMMITTEE WETING
: ; PERTH - P

' About seventy women from all over Australia sttended the biemnial .

Natiopsl Coumittee Meeting of iustralisn Church Women, held in Perth

from 2Tth to 29th July, 1977. The opening Torship Service was pre~
- pared by the National Pregident of A.C.W, Rev. Dorothy Wacker of
Adelaide, on the theme "BREAK DOWN THE WALLS", and this conoept was

‘developed and expanded through all the policy meking groups, daily
Bible Studies, and by the panels of speakers at evening sessions.

 The necessity to lock through the wells and find the neighbour was
. exemplified in the address-given by Mrs, Maisie MoKenzie from the
Northern Territory. Taking the miracle o Jesus curing the leper,

‘the ostracism, zbandonment and rejection gsuffered were seen as walls
which cut this poor meu off from any relationship vith his fellow-
men, any entering into commnity with them. ° But Jesus' love broke

through the walls and restored hia o health, new life and liberation.




- faith we professed by examining WHAT we shared, HOW we slgzud
~ and WHETHER we shared.  The final effort was to JUMP over the
walls, and having dispelled separation and alienetion, to fulfil
“their destiny as Christians, to RENEW THE EARTH and promote peace,

reconciliation and brotherhood, : :

Two interesting observers at the Conference were Vrs, Rathie Sel-

- yaratnsm of Sri Danke, pow living in Rockhampton, where her husband
works in the Anglican diocese, and Sister Elizabeth Paul, ordained .
minister from the Church of South India who had come to Ausiralia
for the inauguration of the Uniting Church. At the Ecumenical .
Service which tock place in St, Paul's Cathedral, Kelbourne on

_ Sundsy, 26th June to celebrste this evemt, Sister Paul delivered
the sermon. Cppertunity was taken to invite her Perth where she

‘spoke of the position of Christians who numbered 244 of India's .
population of eight hundred million and of the steps taken to

~..schieve unity. .. e % ' _

At the finsl ceremony on Friday, the retiring Vorking Committee
handed over tesponsibility to the mew ¥orking Commitiee ‘which now
comes to Sydney. Seven mewbers of the new Working Comnittee were
. present, and the closing address was given by ‘the new National -
President, NMrs. Win Dougherty, who said the planning had ended
“and implementation must follow. Theirs now the responsibility
‘of bringing to fruition the resolutions paseed, and give reality

- 4o the new directions proposed, thereby emsuring the realisation

" of the aims for which Australian Ctmrch Women was founded, unity
. among Christian women of all denominations ‘Yo worahip, study and

serve together scross 811 boundaries', and so eanter into the
,treedmcfthgsomof@od. L ;

) ..'..Qgrﬁm..!....',

e final Bible Study given at the Nationsl Comnittes Meeting

in Perth on Friday morning made & deep impression, and many
“enquiries were received for a oopy. . : :
‘The sindy was given by the Rev, S. McCollum who based it on
Chapter 17 of St. John'e gospel, whers Christ speaks Swtimate-
1y o his Apostlesy Mr. MeCollum chose four points for emphasis -
' the holiness, unity and mission required of his followers and
‘fipally, the Church’'s triumph. Copies are now available and ere

i _ bedng sent to all State Units for oopylng pying end distribution.
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“ WINIFRED KIEK SCHOLARSHTP AWARDS. -

,At the National Comitteo Ifeeting. two women were chosem to :
receive these Scholarships.

‘The first scholar, Miss Tepati De.s, is a 97—yea.r old Christien
woman - from Bangladesh, the daughter of a Baptist Minister. This
‘scholarship will emable Tapati to have 2 4-months observation tour
of ‘some Y. W.C.A. handicrafis projects. The 'Y' hopes to arrange
.an itinerary and study programme for one month each.in thé Phili-
rrines, Taipel, Hong Kong and Indiea.

The second scholar chosen is Sister Barkat Dass of Karachi, who is
an active member of the Church of Pakistan, a recent union of
Anglicsn, Scottish, Presbyterian, Methodist and Lutheran Churches,

ster Dass, eaged 35, is Principal of the Nursing School at the -
Holy Family Hospital. In Australia, she looks forward to gaining
further training and experience in midnfery, as well as a course
in Bible/Theological training. ;

These two women are considered worthy scholarship holders, and we
wish them well as they train to oquip thmselves to better serve
the:lr owm peoples. ; :
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Itena o:t interest from the Northeg Territog
A ‘Boutiqua’ established by the Uniting Church hu :
graduslly fulfilled & needaulbeccme a place of meeting
and encounter where advice is sought and women come
for counselling and encouragement, to discuss problems,
sometimes just to think aloud and be able to clarify
'their om thoughts with & sympathetic listener.

This same church group is sponsoring & scholar throug:
an Agricultural College in Indonesia at the snall oost
Of ’60.“) a yeuo e gt R B B Y A A

i ;&hie sparked off the idea that perhaps if the needs of
. the unsuccessful Winifred Kiek scholars were made known,
' something similar might be undertaken by other church
. groups, It is all important in ecumenicel activity to
have a common task, where results can be achieved together
‘and satisfaction gained from & mutual objective,

" When it is realised that there are forty-seven ethnio
groups in Darwin, and Anstralians are in the minority,

. o 2 O % 4 & s o & g o — R
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“one begins to realise tlie vast opportunities there are

. for activities that will ensure harmony and co-opera-

. tion among such a wide variety of people. It was noted
thet church groups are the most advanced in their organ- -
isation of resources after the disastrous cyclone.

A major obstacle in bringing people together for confer-
ences is the vast distances that divide the centres and
the expense of travel to Darwin. : o

tnoi;ocw°'voulo"

THE ASIAN SCEEE.

Mrs. Fran Bailey spoke to the National Committee Meeting on the
last afternoon and expressed eppreciation that the Perth Working
Committee had been such an effective channel for the news from
Asia and hoped that the Executive of the Asian Christian Vomen's
Conference would be invited to Austrelia at some future date for
their meeting., .

During her recent visit to Burma, she had been deeply moved by
her experiences of the suffering and hope which distinguish the
Christian presence in Asia. GShe described it as a "geed of hope
in the sea of suffering”. The shortages of food and many of the
basic necessities of life were causes of great hardship for the
people.  The bleck market flourishes in medicine, yet the hospi-
tals are empty because there are nmo drugs. There is an urgent
need for powlered milk because the children are sick. Paper is
in drastic short supply. - The people can tell you what their
needs are, but it is so hard to meet them. How can we be that
'seed of hope in the sea of suffering'? We could send greetings -
.40 the Burma ¥omen's Fellowship and express our love and give
assurance of prayers. Such support would give encouragement and
help to dispel their isolation. We could pray that in the desigr
of God, their material needs would be met and they would be enrick-

.............

ed by spiritusl blessings. :

The quadrennial meeting 'c;t Asian Christian Women's Conference
will take place in October, 1978, in Tokyo. - g
There will be an Executive meeting in September, 1977. k-




- - ‘Whe Christisn Conference of Asie, Sixth Asseubly, held in Penang

- in June, 1971, focuseed on the thems, "Jesus Christ in Asian :

- Buffering and Hope". Concern for Human Rights, the place of women

... in the church and the need for greater participation of people in :

. decisions sffecting ‘their lives, were the major issues that emerged.

 Not unexpectedly, the testimonies of the wonen given at the Assembl

. were piotures of struggle and triumph, suffering and hope, '

W ‘B_a__:_zg;_uiesh‘s From among 'the mogt unfortunate women in the world'

e - Joysree Baroi related the experiences of being a girl-
olild there, = For the vast majority who are illiterate, women have

.+~ & devastating 'place' - walking behind the husbend, ‘taking meals

. " after him and being known as her child's mother, not by her own

. nameé, The 1971 war of independence had forced women out to seek
| jobs,  ¥nile ‘change 'is taking place slowly, women's organisations
- were doing little to mobilise public opinion egainst discriminating
- “lsws, to ban polygemy, and to ‘protect women from abuse by their
Jepan: Sekiya Ayako told of her bitterness ebout the responsibility
. she felt in World Wer 11. She has worked through her bitter-
- mess, and believes she has social responsibilities from God, - Fore-
- most among ‘these is her decision to take & stand against nmuclear:
proliferation, It was deeply important for people outside Japan to -
understend the. reality of the nuclear threat, Ty T
Indonesia: Henrietta Katoppo, & writer on the problems faced by

G et women :tnuis, is presently completing a thesis on the

. position of women in Indonssia, On faaily life, she said mobility
. had chenged the pattern of 1ife but the basic attitudes had not

- altered. -All over the world, thers is & growing awareness that

.~ women's liberation is buman liberation in s0 far as it is ooncerned
. with the Iiberation of all people to become full participants in -

~_ buman soolety, . . _ .
7 SR T ‘ ’ ; :".‘V!:..;'?."..;.?‘Qv,é.....A.
"loncm!‘dth and!@tos."mted bySabinemus S

This 1s s collection of essays in the history of women and the -

. uswered thé challenges:. of their omn and times. Ten writers look
into ‘the past to present historicsl insights and pereonal experiences
which will help Ausiralisns understsnd our cultare and ocurselves.




fl;lﬂlld and transcended the I.ini‘h% role allowed os by churoh
- and soolety? Wmmm, nfomotlnshm“

. Chmrch Yomen, is included snd this gives added interest forus.,
An:lhbh fm au boohoum ml ﬁu Muun Ooum:u.' g! mm;

: _pmm. rms. R
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Meaoquarie in Angust, 1977 Dame Nonmioa Gallagher, President -
of the Catholic Women's Lesgue, was the first woman to0 Nk
give an address to such a gathering. Her subject was  \ .
- "¥omen in the Commurnity”. Deme Monioa was honoured in - :
' the 1976 Queen's mrw Honours for her outstmding X
; wbrh for women. -

Ira M. Jacobs, wife of the Lborigs.nal Paatar w:l.th t.he
., Avoriginal !vangalieal Pellowship, spoke at the llaﬁom
- . Committes Meeting of the sotivities and enthusiasm of :
- the members at camps held from ﬁu to time when attmd-
- _ence would be about one thousand. It is good to hear
. what the encounter with Christ ocsn aoccomplish in the lives
of young aborigines, when we are constantly told of all
ﬂu‘t i.n adverse 1n ‘their behaviour, . .

S5k In one af the Policy laking Groups, Mra. Maisie McKenzie
" revealed that she had written on "Women in Isolation™
‘which had appeared only once in a magsaine, but had needed
aonths of careful research. Many thoughtful articles are
writien and addresses given which reach only ons sudience.
And what of the thomwrit‘bmbywomengagedinuniverh
.~ sity courses? These would all be invaluable if given a
2 wider circulation and members of state units, local fellow-
ships and women's groups would be greatly enriched. 54
~  Encouragement should be given to have ﬂxeso efforts publish-
T ed a.nd d:latribum :

| Seevesesessscevsecs



: eomm ummsx Mra, P, n:,v;tp (unirr«z nok Scholan!:lp) :
Mrs. n, Stanhope (Fellowship of the Lesst Coin)
Mrs, B, Stcvm (Special Days)
Mrs, !. {"Women at Work") - - -
: Mrs. (Lt.Col) E.K.Baker (Liaim, BSI Unit)
CO-OPTED MEMBERS: ~ Mrs. D. G.-Badger.

?rs. A. G, m;m (Aut‘. Socrotary)

e Secre s Desk
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I take this opportunlty %o send warm greetings to colleagues in the
State Units and to all those associated with us in the work of A,C.W.

We members of the new Working cmitteo, Jjust embarking on -our assign-
ment, are most appreciative of the kindness shown us by A.C.C in not
only arranging for us to meet in their Board Room bBut in placing at
our disposal a small office on the lower ground ﬂoor o!‘ the:lr build—
ing.  Our official address for nail 1111 be 3

| AUSTRALIAN CFURCH WOMEN,:
> PO, Box C-199, - et
CLARENCE STREET. ~NS¥. 2000

- Plom addrsss aerrospondeme to the appmpr.iate offico-bearer or
convenor at the above address.

Secretaries of State Umits will. ﬁna enclonod um; thm oopioa of i

ll:lmtos this nonth two docmenta ¢ L Spons (e S

1) Wy of the Bidle Study presentod st the 1! C.]t. by thc Rcw. Sam
MoCollum which you will be able to share with ;,vmxr nenbars;

“ﬂ* Wi,

2) Infomiiwrcgurding the md:r thues izwtho "Lroa.s of Concern™ |

‘disciisded at the N.C.M. (see Mimités p.5). . Please advice if possible,
by November, as to which section your Unit hoy» to ooncentrata on.
‘Suggestions are given regarding resource na.;hrial; if you can add to
these, please let me know, .80 that othere uy benefit ‘by your exper-
ienco and resenoh : . i
Sk o Sk : Joril ll. ltichgll..,- : ;
SN e Bon. soemary. (fm. (oz} 32a.7119)
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