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Thor e are sone who thinl:: 
th::.1.t in tho now climate of 
church rele,tions we should no 
longer rcco..11 the Refornation 
but although we s.re rightly 
thruJ.kful .. for the · improved 
spirit o.nd the disnppear2.nce 
of bi ttcrness between Christinn 
denomin2.tions it would be a 
groat nist2.ke to let go a firn 
apprehension of the principles 
Of the Tiefor:ma ti on for they E:.YG 

as true to-day ns ever and 
they 2.ro in d£in.ger of being 
lost through neglect. 

The first principle 
rediscovered in the Reformation 
mJ.d pusscd on to us is the 
uniqueness of the· Bible as the 
Word of God, and so the only 
rule of faith and practice. 
Tho ::1odiaovo..l church did not 
deny tho.. t the Bible was the 
word of God and the Council of 
Trent spoke of the Holy Ghost 
dicta ting Scripture. For the 
uniqueness of God's word vms 
lost by church tradition being 
put on an nbsolute equality 
1-..ri th it so that the. Romon 
Co.tholic Council of Trent in 

Session 4 stateu that it rec­
eived and venoro.tcd YJith equal 
affection of piety ru.1.d rever­
ence not only the hooks of the 
Bible but also the t:radi tions 
of the church 9 and it ndded 
that no-one was to ~nterpret 
the Bible except in uccordu..'11.ce 
with the interpretc.tion that 
the church go..ve it. In this 
way the uniqueness of the 
Bible as God 1 s \70rd v-m.o 
obscured und all sorts of doc­
trines and prnctices :not foui1.d 
in the Bible were put on en 
equality vii th Scriptu.ro became 
they vrnre the practice cmd 
teaching of tho church.. Thus 
it became ir.1possible th.'1. t the 
chu:r ch practice should be 
reformed by the Bible, bea:ru.oo 
church practice vms · rogo.rded 
as of equ~l divine authority 
as Holy Scripturee 

Nowadays the protestant 
churches nre in do.nger of 
losing this great truth. of the 
Reformntion th.'l. t tho Bible is 
God's word and so the only 
rule of faith and conduct by 
which all our religious life 
is to be judged. The reason 
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is not that tradition is being:. 
csiven a divine authority so 
:o.uch as Holy Scripture ts 
losing its divine authority. 

Holy Scripture and 
church trndi tion are onc.e aore 
c.:,)pro o.ch i ng ench other in 
equru..ity in value but this is 
not because tro.di ti9n is being 
lifted to the level of divine 
o.uthori ty so much as .the Bible 
is be ing lowered to the level 
of a human book, but the effect 
will pe the snme. We will 
cease to have a word. frofil God 
b~r vrhich our beli e.fs ond 
pro..ctices are to be test.Erl mid 
so our own · opinioi1s and 
custons vdll become once iaore 
the criterion. 

The second great · princ­
iple of the Reformation is the 
centrality of Christ in sal­
vation. Justification or our 
acceptar1ce by God as His 
children was seen to rest 
solely on the merits of Christ 
ti..nd not in any way on our ovvn 
life or filerits. As Article 11 
of the 39 articles put it, vre 
~re accounted righteous before 

God only for the norits of our 
Lord and Scvi our Jesus Christ 
througl1. fe.i th o.nd not for our 

ovm v;6rko ·or d~servings. Thie 
clear· bibliccl ·doctrine cut 
away with one stroke the Dedi­
aeval religi6~s 2ctivities 
such as pilgrinnages? indulg~ 
enc es 9 penE' .. nce 9 fas tings and 
all . the other long lists of 
neri toricms · · \70rks 'by v;hich 
Christio.ns tried to win their 
wQy to henven. At the scne 
tir.!e faith took 011 n llGH L.Jnn­
ing ~ No longer was it uere ly 
a ssent to · vvhnt tho church 
tec.c·hes , even perho.ps an 
implicit assent not knovling 
who.. t tho. t to aching r:1igh t be 9 

but f a ith was seen to be en 
attitude of trust tormrds a 
divine persoi1 Hho had pronised 
to so.ve and help. .This then 
was. :t;he· second gr ec,t principle 
of the Re.forr:mtion, justifica t­
io~ of the believer by faith 
alone . - without good works 9 

sacrat1.ents or nnyt~i1J0 olse. 

The third l)ri:nciple vms 
the universal priesthood of all 
believers; . th,.':. t is · to say > the 
right of ev.ory Ch~istirui to 
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cone into God's presence 
through Christ, the one nedi­
o.tor between God mid non. 
Thus no hierarchy, priest, 
snint or intcrnedinry of o..ny 
kind stands between the 
believer o.nd His Heavenly 
Fnther. This principle swept 
mvo.y pro.yors. o.:rid invocations 
to the snints, relics 9 the 
priesthood, nuricul::>.r confess­
ion, [JXld tho seven sucrru:ien ts 
ns inclispensnble means of sal­
vation. It mo.d~ possible n 
truo spiritual fellowship 
through the Holy Spirit's 
indwGJJi:n.g tho believer's heart 
with G-od and Christ. 

The f'o11rth principle was 
the principle of religious 
liberty 9 tho.t is to se.y thC'.t 
only tho Uord of God has auth·· 
ority over tho conscience end 
tho.t the hunO.n conscience is 
not to be co erced by externnl 
pressu:rcs such cs threats of 
burnine; at the struce 9 inquis-­
itions, or episcopnl imprison­
ment. The no.sso.cre of tho 
Hu[~onots vvhon perhaps 70, 000 
Frcn!.oh protestants were killec.1 
in a few dews, the prolonged 

) 

burnings ruid executions of the 
Sponish Inquisition in the 
Netherlands uhon soue hundreds 
of thouuands of people :po:c-.ished 
sin ply boco.use of their 
religious convictions 2.re 
exo.mples of the clon:.o.l of 
religious liberty. The mass--
2.cre of the Covern:.mters by the 
Co.tholic Stucrts o..ro in sharp 
contrgst to the :erosbytericn 
refusal to · to.l:e revenge ·when 
they cru.ie to power. Even the 
ea rly days of Jolui. Knox 9 o..ftor 
the r:mrtyrdons o..t tho bcgj1JL:ing 
of the Refori:rn. tion~ the Presby­
terian·s in povrnr in Seo tlond 
did no t execute 2. single person 
for religious beliefs.. The 
Roman Catholics ~ho . were 
exe·cuted in Elizf'.beth 's reign 
:i.nEnglnnd we-.re executc~d 1::xxr:i.:..;,se 
they were not v1illi1i.g · to o..cqui­
esce in the nolitico..l situat­
ion.; but following. the lend of 

· · the Pope who in a Bull deposed 
the Queen CTld cc.llcd on her 
subjects t o rebel 8.g2.inst her 9 

· vmre seeking to overthrow 
Elizabeth's governnont. It 
was for this ·chat t.°11.ey were 
executed 9 i-:ot for the::i_r re1ig­
ion9 though modern Rono.n Cc.th-
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olics like to rcgnrd therJ ns 
nc.rtyrs. It is true thnt the 

t V -'-' n C ··1 1 recen a vlCc~n cunc1 ne..s 
modified the doctririe of the · 
Romon Catholic church on 
religious liborty, for which 
we ccin be re8,lly tho.:nkful .. 
Their Councils new view is tho 
result of the Rofornrn.tion, 
which insisted trot n m8.!l 's 
conscionco is not to be 
coerced by <:-J.1 external ·power 
but is directly responsible to 

God and Ilis Uord. 

Tho fifth principle of 
the neforno, tion is the . denial . 
of the tcnpornl sovereignty of 
the ch1.u"ch. !'Jedio.evnl popes 
depo sec1 kings hut the • Reforn­
['..tion insisted .on the Bible 
truth th<:'..t the civil government 
recoi ves its o..u thori ty .direct 
from God; it is the r1inistor 
of God and is bound to govern 
in o..ccordo.:nce vii th di vine vvill 
but not necessQrily at the 
direction of ecclesiastics. 
The :~irinciple has found ful-1 
expre::rcion in Australia where 
religious authority and 
politico.l control a re quite 
sepc..ro.. te. 

The sixth principle is 
the ethico.l value plo..ced on 
ordinary life, together with 
the sonctity of do..ily labour, 
marriage, children 8nd the 
home. . The mediaeval ideal of 
holiness wcs physical ·with­
drnwal fron:· the v.rorld into a 
monastery. ,. But the Refori1cr s 
taught that ordin.'"'..ry life vms 
the best sphere for living 
a holy life m.1d, · for exa1ple, 
that the r..1o.rri[!ge state · pro·· 
Vided IlUCh Hore Opportunity 
for self denio.l than did the 
cloistered life of the monast­
ery where everything needed 
was provided. Simil8.Tly s the 
monasti6 ideal of mortificat­
ion of the flesh ond asceticism 
for its 01m solro vro.s denied by 
the Refornor s ~ . Tho wee.ring of 
steel spikes o.nd the whipping 
of oneself with n rope, are 
practices rrhich still continue 
in modern Ror:1ru1 Catholic 
monasteries. Dut this is not 
the biblical 1·my towards 
Christ-likeness of life. The 

~ self discipline which trc.ins 
us in Christ likeness is the 
denial of ourselves for other 
people's needs, and tho living 
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by f<:1.i th that God would supply 
our orr.n needs. 

The seventh principle of 
the Reformation is the sanctity 
of our ordino..ry · vocntions 
whether cloric0.l or lay. The 
Heforraers tnught clearly . thnt 
n i:rn.n \7ho so r1ork wo.s to mend 
s~~oes n i c;ht please God just as 
well in t h o. t occupn ti on if he 
did it ni t h c.11 his raight as 
tho bisho p or priest in the 
.ssnctuo.ry ~ or the nun in the 
nunner~r. 'l'h is doctrine vms 
very hotly d enied by people 
such u s Sir Thomas r:Ioore vrho 
regarded it o.s outrc:igeous 9 but 
the eff o ct lw.s been to sanctify 
the whole of life for those 
who believe in God. 

Those o.re some of .the 
bcsic principles of the Refbro-
2. ti on. They still ne ed t~ be 
affirned nnd taught~ for they 
o.re vi tnl to o, true Christion 
attitude t o life . They all 
spring directly from the clea r 
teo..ching of t he ·.Bible and if 
the Bible is r ead a.."1.d valued 
among us and preached fror.1 in 
o.n honoot stra ightforward way ~ 

.. 

these doctrines vrill still 
continue to b e D.Ll011.g us. But 
if the Bible is downgraded in 
its place in Christian life 
and worship then the nediaeval 
doctrines vrhich .· have their 
root in the n a tural he o.rt will 
spring up . onongst us once 
again, and t he fruits of the 
Reforr.w.tion will be lost for a 
s ocond time. 
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