


2 THE CHRONICLE --- 
THE RECTOR'S LETTER 

My Dear People, 
Why must we come to Church? I might begin with a r t  u ~ u  saying 

I read somewhere which says: "If our Church is to be a 'Going Concern' 
our people must achieve church-going-concern." There is abroad these 
days apparently the popular idea that  i t  doesn't really matter if you 
actually attend worship services or not. 

People seem to be saying that we can he good members of Christ's 
congregation without attending worship. They feel that if they support 
the Fete, the Tea, the Drive, the mid-week group, or perhaps receive a 
Chronicle or send in the aeeasianal donation that they have fulfilled 
kheir Christian duty. There are more and more people who seem to be 
willing enough to help keep the Petersham plant going, but not for 
them. They feel the Church must go on, but for  somebody else. 

Why? Isn't i t  good enough for them? Do they not need a time o f ,  
eel£-examination? Do they not want to hear the Word of God any 
more? Have they nothing to confess? Are they so sufficient that they 
can go i t  alone without God's help, without his guiding hand, without 
his gentle admonition and loving forgiveness ? Do they feel that  they 
Sust do not need to warship? Can they find no inore joy in the familiar 
hymns and chants? Do they not need the fellowship and friendship of 
fellow travellers on the road of life--who must of necessity travel the 
same road as they do? Do they know 30 much about life, philosophy, 
wisdom, and truth tha t  the considered efforts of a careful preacher can 
no longer in any way be of assistance to them as they face life's 
struggle? 

Or is there something about our traditional fonn of worship that 
is blocking the people's ability to find the fulfilment they desire and 
deserve? Is i t  perhaps that  our services are  held a t  the wrong hour; 
on the wrong day of the week? Is the Church too uncomfortable, the 
pews too hard. Why do so few want to come to Church? 

Is it possible that many people have missed the point of even having 
a Church? It was natural that around the original centres of Christian 
worship a warm and active fellowship should, have grown up. This 
busy happy throng of souls engaged in doing the thousand and one 
things that need to be done t o  support a temple of worship and i ts  
subsidiary build~ngs, was inevitable. 

But can i t  he that the supporting machinery has forgotten what 
it is supporting? Does the machine go on running just to amuse itself, 
no  longer empowered and directed by its original central purpose; the 
Worshio and Service of God. and the b r o a d c a s t ~ n ~  of His ward and 
His lo;e? Have we foreottek whom we are? 

For it is because ofuwhom we are that we must come to worship? 
We are the children of God and He is our Spiritual Father. Without 
Him we are orphans; knowing not where to go or what to do. We are 
ships without rudders floundering in a sea that is not always calm, and 
around which are the rocks of destruction, dissolution, and despair. 
Without the God of love at the centre of our lives weird and terrifying 
spectres step in and take over in His place, and under their command 
man enters the Hell which is their design, instead of the Heaven which 
is God's design. Without God man is loat! Without the upliftins of 
God's moral direction, man succumb. to the down-p,ull of the world. And 
once he  is down man cannot pull himself up by his own boot straps. 

We are weak-but the word of God strengthens us. We are 
blind-but the light of Christ guides us. We are selfish-but the love 
of God broadens us. We are dead-but the hand of God enlivens us. 
That is why we must come to worship, because of what we are. And 
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