
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Australian Church Women National Conference Adelaide 2011 was held at Immanuel 

College, Novar Gardens.   

 
 

Accommodation was comfortable, meals excellent, and the college gardens displayed some beautiful 
flowers, especially roses, and lovely trees. 

 
 
 
ACW NSW Inc was represented by Isabel Hewitt, 
Lyn Middleton, Lillian Hodges, Pamela Freeman, 
Brenda Dickinson, Helen Richardson, Helen Hill, 
Nola Dickson, Loraine Hughes, and Marie 
McCann. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Renewing friendships and making new friends has to be a highlight of such gatherings, 
and this conference was no exception.  Turning Darkness into Light was the theme of 
the South Australian National Executive, providing the focus for the Ecumenical Service 
and devotions.  My recollection of Father Anthony Kain who was the speaker at the 
Ecumenical Service is that darkness is not necessarily a negative thing, but rather 
something that can be useful if used wisely.  We don’t need to dispel all darkness, but 
we must not let it overcome us.  Some of the devotions led by State Units explored this 
concept in a helpful way. 
 

In a short thanksgiving service, members of ACW who died in the last two years were remembered.  
Acknowledgment was also made of those who have been accorded recognition in church and community, 
and thanks given for all. 
 

Bible studies were based on Colossians.  The Rev. Joan Riley, an Anglican priest in 
Adelaide, gave us a good grounding in the community at Colossae before delving into 
the text.  She then looked at the current situation of refugees and related their plight 
to the situation in Colossae at the time Paul wrote.  Her personal encounter with 
refugees has made her think hard about the current situation, and some personal 
stories from Conference participants pricked our consciences too. 
 
 

 

Business sessions were rather tense at times.  By 
bringing in ‘experts’ to talk about incorporation and 
insurance, National Executive helped many in 
attendance to understand how these issues affect us.  
We must meet the legal requirements of our day, and 
the ACW Constitution is a case in point.  More work is 
needed to refine this document. 



Reports were received from National Conveners, State and Territory Units, National Denominational bodies, 
and World Day of Prayer.  Some of the stresses of finding and supporting Winifred Kiek scholars were given 
an airing, mainly because when National Conference is in Adelaide all the Trustees are able to attend.  It is 
certainly instructive reading. 

 
 
 

The new General Secretary of Asian Church Women’s Conference, the Rev. Lee Moon 
Sook spoke at the conference.  Since taking office the Asian region has been faced with 
crisis situations in a number of countries.  From Australia Moon Sook was continuing to 
Lebanon to attend a meeting of the International Committee of Fellowship of the Least 
Coin. 
 

 
 

 
 Hearing of Tutti one evening was 
truly enlightening.  This organisation 
works with and for young people who 
have disabilities and whose ambition 
is to find employment in the 
performing and visual arts.  Up to 
forty are undergoing full time 
professional training to equip them 
for a career, while others are 

members of programs to enable them to perform in a range of concert and theatre events through a socially 
inclusive choral program.  Two young women performed for us.  
 

At Rostrevor College, a Christian Brothers boys’ school, an Indigenous Sports Academy operates for students 
from Year 7 and at present has 43 students.  The stated aim is to give a good all round education so that the 
boys will have the courage to walk in two cultures.  Academic and practical subjects which prepare for 
business, commerce, art, engineering, building, conservation and land management are offered.  A course 
appropriate to girls is under way at Loreto in Adelaide. 

 
Four members of Conference, Donna Bryan (Vic, 
ACWC), Angela Devlin (ACT), Fran Moss (Qld) and 
Marion McCall (SA), formed a panel, and in a good 
humoured way gave an insight into their lives.  Marion 
McCall is a real high-flyer and has her pilot’s licence.  It 
was informative and good fun.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
Continuing the fun theme, we shared our general 
ignorance at a trivia night.   
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
A bus trip took us to the Colonel Light statue for a view over Adelaide city before visiting Hahndorf.  
 

 
 
 
 
At the formal dinner a group of three – Mum and two daughters – sang for us. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
We welcomed the incoming National Executive from Western Australia and wish them well, 
offering our support for the next two years, after which time we in NSW will be called to 
follow on.  The theme is Our Choice is Love. 
 
Isabel Hewitt 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 

  

 



   

 



 

 



   

 


