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Perth, September 16

The Chapel of S. Michael and AH Angels at
Perth College had emptied. Priest, first deacon
and second deacon had departed; the archbishop
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Brisbane, September 16
Dean Baddeley’s panel on television channel BTQ 9 interviewed Canon
Peter Bennie yesterday instead of answering listeners questions on “What

Do You Think?”
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NEW SOCIAL QUESTIONS

COMMITTEE
“We need to be strengthened in our

ance of moral values and in our resolve to exer-
cise that true religion which is more fundamental
than morality itself,” said the Bishop of Canberra
anti Goulburn, the Right Reverend K. J. Clements,
last week outlining plans for a new Social Ques-
tions Committee in the diocese.
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AN R.S.L. WAR DANCE?

The acting national President of the 1
sailors', Soldiers' and Airmen’s Imperial
Australia is Sir Raymond Huish. He said in Brlsbal
last Sunday, during a commercial TV programme, thi
his organlsallon would “probably” institute legal pro-

against this newspaper on the ground thi
Leading Article of September 5 was defamatory.

We can entertain no possible objeclion 1o this;
although we could wish Sir Raymond would get QL
with the job, and have the writ issued, instead of talk-
ing about it If, for some reason that we
honestly discern, any small section of the R,S,L
siders itself ill-used because of anything we said', then
there are always two proper courses open to it. The
first is to send the Editor a letter for publication.
Whatever its faults, this newspaper has a well-founded
reputation for publishing letters in criticism of its

licy. We go out of our way, in fact, to give t

preference. Sir Raymond's second proper coursi
a really serious matter, is to seek his remedy in
Queen’s Courts. The wrong course would have been
for Sir Raymond to try bring pressure upon us
through our long-suffering friends the Primate or
the Bishop of Armidale— Or the Prime Minister

ope, of course, that those who eontrol the
R.S.L. will do nothing so tiresome as to mo<

o so would involve the R.S.L. in the e
penditure of moneys better devoted to more positi’
directions; it would involve this newspaper in spending
alot of time for which we have better uses; and with-
out in any way appearing to wish to call the R.S.L's
bluff, or to trail our coats, we should be not unpre-
pared to meet any legal challenge with evidence which

while e mmmg is sub judice. I it not fair to suggest
that the attitude of some of the R.S.L's bosses towards
some of Her Majesty’s subjects is actually insulting
to The Sovereign, and to the military honours
bestowed by The Sovereign?

The strength of the British Legion in the United

Kingdom surely lies in the fact that it is above politics,
and not muddied in them like the RS.L. The late
Field-Marshal Lord Haig insisted, from the time of
its formation, on the essentially a-political nature of the
British Legion. His gallant and distinguished succes-
sors have faithfully followed the same line. In conse-
quence, the membership of the Legion embraces every
shade of pol expression, from Mosleyism to
Trotskyism, but these tiny minority groups from the
Iunalic fringes have as little influence on the majority

mbers as might be expected. The R.S.L., per
contra excludes Trotskyites and others of the lunatic
fringe Left; but it does not exclude Fascists or others
from the lunatic frlnge of the Right. If former active
members of the New Guard, or a certain pre-1939
Australian-German society, may belong to the R.S.L.
(and why should they not?) then itis difficult to follow
the reasoning which excludes communists. The net
effect is surely to give the R.S.L., in political terms, a
Right complexion.

The RS.L. started off as an organisation of men
and women whose greatest common bond was active
service in the Armed Forces of the Crown. It is a
fundamental British constitutional maxim that the
Crown, and the Armed Forces 0f lhe Crown must re-
main outside and
able corollary, must any respcnslble boury of ex-
Servicemen. Its individual members may, and indeed
should, by all means, hold private political views. They
may even have become active Pacifists since leaving
the Armed Forces, as one gallant Victoria Cross winner
has done. But the organisation itself should remain
severely aloof from politics as such. This the R.S.L.
leadership has failed to do. Instead, it has seen fit to
excludefrom membership men whom The Sovereign,
in time of national peril, has honoured with high
awards for bravery. Therein lies the insult to The
Monarch, and to the whole great society of which the
Crclwn IS the head and embodiment.

ex-Serviceman as served a prison sen-
tence for a felony may belong to the R.S.L. And why
not? The R.S.L. is no more a collection of plaster
saints than we are in the Church of England, for who
among us is without sin? And where on earth would
we be if the Church refused membership to sinners?
As far as the RS.L. is concerned, the proper test for
membership should be no more a man's Police record
than liis political views, or his religious beliefs.

The R.S.L. leadership, however, has abandoned
the principle on which the body was formed. They
have avowedly made it “political.” What the rank and
file already sense, we believe, and what they will mani-
fest ere long, is that this is not only un-British, and
even on one view, dlsluwl oonlams the danger of
that very state of affairs whi about_in Nazi
Germany in the years |mmed|ately before 1933
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SHELLEY'S Famous Drinks

A. HARTSHORN and CO.
Established 1880

513 Chape! Street, South Yarra
‘Phone: BJ 4498

DURHAM RESTAURANT

MORNING AND AFTERNOON TEAS !
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THE BIBLE AS PROPHECY
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SHOESTRING SURVEY . ..
BAMBURGH, LINDISFARNE, GRETNA GREEN,
KESWICK AND KENDAL

By Elizabeth Robin
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W.CC. ROLE HARD TO
DEFINE CLEARLY

OPINIONS DIFFER AMONG
CHURCH LEADERS

Geneva, September 16

The difficulty of defining the role of the World
Council of Churches was demonstrated by nearly a
score of speakers at the Centre Committee meeting
of the World Council of Churches at Rochester, New

York State, this month.
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MISSIONARY RALLY FOR

MEN IN BRISBANE
From Our Own Correspondent
Brisbane, September 16
e lmost 200 men, clergy and laity. from Bris-
e parishes, gathered in S. Luke's Hall, Charlotte

Street‘ for dinner on September 4.
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The Anglican, G.P.O. Box 7002, Sydney, N.S.W.

FULL POSTAL ADDRESS....

1. SUBSCRIPTION.*

2. BULK ORDER.*
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