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Answer 7 
God has given us the Bible for certain 
purposes and has used the natural facul­
ties and gifts of · 1earning of men in 
doing this~ Since God is its ultimate 
author, it is infallible and perfect for 
His purposes o He has overruled so as to 
excTu.de any mistakes that would mar it., 
This does not imply that God of necess­
ity must inspire it in such a way as to 
exclude what we would regard as imper­
fections if the Bible is used . for other 
purposes ~ e 0 g 0 as a source book to 
lea rning Greek grammaro In . inspiring 
Genesis to teach us about God as Creator 
and man as sinner~ et~ God has obviously 
used a writer who thought in ways not 
un~ike his contemporary cosmologistso I 
do not think that we oan require of 
n e c e s s ity the Holy Spirit to have 
ins pire d Gen e sis s o thqt it confor~G d r ~ 

don~ t say to to "'?!faY ' s science r but to 
final science :· whatever that might be c 

What we may say is t hat in Genesis 1-,J 
all errors with regard ·to God and Hi.s 
relation to tho world and to man have 
been excluded ~ for it was to give a 
knowledge of these things that God caused 
the Bible to b G writte n " All truth which 
the Bible was wri mn to give a knowledge 
of v that is ( all truth which the Bible 
teaches ~. it teaci2::,3 infallibly 0 Thus if 
we read it in a straightforward way we 
will form a true concept of God~s 
relation to the world and of our relat­
ionship to Him and to one another o 

*** " 

( 

Christianity is a super natural 
religion. It believes in a super natural 
God~ One Who stands over and above nat­
ure, Who created us and the whole uni­
verse ~ calling it into existence simply 
by a . decision of His will. Scie nce tells 
us a little of the process which God 
used in bringing the world to its present 
formg but the fact remains (on which 
science is unable to make any comment) 
that God is the originator and director 
of that processc 

God is a super natural God stand~~ 

ing above nature ~ not only as its creat~ 
or, but also as its controlleru Not a 

-single event take s place in the universe 
whic_h He docs not control; not even the 
movement of the smallest electron in tho 
most distant star 0 The thought isr of 
course, too stupendous for us to appre-~ 

hondo Our minds arc stupe fied by the 
concept, £or we are inclined to think of 
God in terms of things we know, thinking 
of Him as a general manager of a depart~ 

ment store who has to delegate d0 tail to 
his subordinate.s o Of course this is not 
so o God llho c:!:'ea te d all the de tails 
knows and controls them all o 

God is the controller~ · not only 
0£ inanim~te things but also of the 
minds and wills of men~ even 0£ sinful 
men~ You may find this a difficult 
thought, but we act on its truth every 
day, when we trust God to protect uso 

God's control 
through nature. He is 

of nature is 
the author of 



nature. Therefore it is not surprising 
that He should work in accordance with 
the laws of His own creation rather than 
against ito God does not find tho laws 
of nature something intransigent, which 
get in the way and thwart His will, but 
rather He works through nature, which He 
designed for this purpose o Thus when He 
carries out His will through men, He 
works in what we would say is a natural 
way; nevertheless it is God who is 
carrying out His will exactly as He 
wills. 

The all sovereign God is our 
Heavenly Father who loves and cares for 
His creation and who wills to enter into 
fellowship with us~ even though we are 
rebels against His sovereignty and lo-rs ., . 
Thus we believe in a super natural God~ 

not only as creator and controller, but 
also as revealer of Himself~ He has made 
Himself known unto men. Centuries ago 
He called Abraham and Moses and sent His 
prophets to the children of Israel in 
order to make Himself known to men 1 to 
show what His character is, and to call 
men into fellowship with Himself. God's 
super natural revelation of Himself 
reached its climax and acme :in the coming 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, the divine Son 
of God. His name is 'Emanuel' which( 
means 'God with us'~ His perfect life, 
the sublimity and truth of His teaching, 
His powerful miracles of love, and His 
own claims and teaching about Himself 
all testify to the truth reflected in 
that name Emanuel. He was indeed God 
with men, His coming a nost remarkable 
super natural event, but entirely in 
keeping with our supernatural God, and, 

( 

test of experience, in order that we nay 
detect spurious experience which does 
not cone froa God but perhaps from our 
own psychic nature, from experience 
which comes fron the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit. If what we experience does 
not conforn to the ';·lord of God it does 
not come from God (Deuteronomy 13:1-J)c 

*** 

Question 6 
Is it not true that the New Testament is 
the product of the church? 

Answer 6 
No part of the Bible is a product of the 
church 0 For exm.1ple, Ste Paul says in 
1 Cbrinthians 2:12 "We speak not in words 
which aanYs wisdoa teacheth but which the 
Spirit teacheth", and in 2 Poter 1~21 
"The Scriptures were l'(Jitten by men borne 
by the Holy Spirit" c The Bible was 
written by members of the Christian 
community but written to it, not from 
it. The comr.iunity sometiraes was most 
hostileo Jeremiah's prophecies arc an 
illustration, where the words that the 
prophets wrote were burnt by the head of 
the comauni ty. 

*** 

Question 7 
If the Bible is infallible and inspired 
from beginning to end, what answer is to 
be given to geologists and the like who 
have disproved the story in Genesis con­
cerning the tine of the formation of the 
world? 



it but we can see it illustrated in our 
experience of' prayer f'or guidance, and 
in our trust f'or protection. For we 
never imagine God saying to us in reply 
to our prayer, "So sorry I can7t help 
you, f'or the man you fear has free will" o 

Tho Holy Bible teaches clearly that God 
is sovereignr working all things after 
the counsel of' His own will and a clear 
appreciation of' this doctrine sets us 
free f'or energetic Christian service. 
The inspiration of' Holy Scripture is an 
example of' God1s sovereignty which 
though controlling the event does not 
destroy tho free working of' tho natures 
He has r.mde • 

*** 
Question 4 
Must you be certain of' something before 
you have faith? 

Answer 4 
Faith is exercised towards that which is 
not seen but not towards that which is 
not known. Faith is not an uncertain 
venture 1 on spec', but St. Luke says in 
Acts l:J it has its own infallible 
proof'sc 

*** 
Question 5 
Is no direct revelation possible at any 
stage of' Christian growth between God 
and His creature? 

Answer 5 
The Holy Spirit is in direct fellowship 
with the believer but He mediates this 
f'ollowship throµgh God's Word, that is 
the Bible. The Bible also serves as a 
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of' course, 
death and 

our salvation through the 
resurrection of' Christ is 

super natural. 

The inspiring of' the Bible by 
the Spirit of' God is part of' this same 
movement of' God in revealing Himself' to 
oen in order to save them by restoring 
them to fellowship with Him. It is a 
super natural book. Although written by 
men and faithfully reflecting tho diver­
gent characters and Historical situat­
ions of' tho authors who wrote the sixty­
six books that made up the Bible, the 
most important fact and the fact which 
gives the Bible its unity, is that tho 
Holy Spirit of God was tho true authorc 
He used the writers, not forcing their 
wills or their minds or their thoughtss 
but working through these things of wlich 
Ho. Hir.iself' was the creator, so that what 
they wrote was not only their own words 
but. more importantly God's words; words 
infallible f'or the purpose f'or which 
God inspired them, which was to teach 
us about Hioself and about His relations 
with men. 

I do not think we need spend 
time considering whether God could give 
us a book which, though written in a 
perfectly natural way, by men, sinners 
and ignorant of' many things though they 
were, yet would in every point exactly 
reflect the perfect mind of' God for us. 
God's sovereignty over His own creation 
sufficiently answers this. The question 
remains whether He has done so, and to 
what extent, and for ,what purpose. St 0 

Paul in 2 Timothy J:l6-17 sums up the 
tradi ti anal Christian answer: "Every 



Scripture is inspired of God and profit­
able for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction which is in 
righteousness~ that the r~1an of God may 
be r.oaplete~ furnished completely unto 
every good work". 

There are pany r e asons ~hy 
traditionally Christians have believed 
the · Bible to bo a super natural book and 
·the ·true Hord of God. _ Of course, the 
final reason is that ,they hear God~s 
word in it, for when God speaks to the 
cons~ience which He has createq it would 
indeed be strange if His voice . was not 
recognised by His children, to whom He 
has given His Spirito As Jesus said, 
"My sheep hear oy voice and troy follow 
r.ie" 0 But before we reach that fin[ll 
reason the re are some preliminary con­
siderations worth notingo To start wit.ht 
the Bible itself claims in many places 
to ~e tho Word of Godo How frequently 
there occurs in it thi~ introductory 
phrase: ''.Thus saith the Lord" • Then 1 
too, the Lord Jesus Christ's testimony 
to the divine inspiration of the Bible 
is very clear, and for Christians who 
believe that Jesus Christ is the divine 
Son of God, in itself it should be quite 
sufficiento Jesus knew His Bible thor­
oughly. He had plainly read it regular­
ly and carefully. He based His teaching 
on it and regarded it as of final auth­
ority. Thus when He was tempted by tho 
Devil, to each temptation He simply 
quoted a phrase fron Scripture : saying 
"It is written", or, as we might put it 
to-day, "The Bible says". For Him this 
was £inal. Jesus testified to the 
infallibili~y 0£ Scripture by saying in 

(_ 

The lives of the saints illustrate God:s 
work in men's lives, that is they 
illustrate (but do not add new revelat­
ion to) what God tells us in Scripture 
of Hiaself, and of His relations with 
,us. For this reason good Christian 
biography is nost valuable readingo 

*** 
Question J 
If God controls every atomr. electron, 
etc, in the uniyerso? "anct if we are made 
up of electrons, atomsr etc, why do we 
have free .will? 

Answer J 
It is true that we have free will (which 
is ~ of courses synonor.10us with 'will ~ ~ 
the adjective ~free 1 adding no thin{~ to 
the concept; for a will t _ha t is not free 
in some sense is not a will)o But our 
wills do not. have the sort of fre~dom 

that some people think we have _~ :· e.,g,, 
sinners are slaves to their sin pecause 
they are blinded by the devil and. can­
not choose but to sin. Though they 
always retain a t forrnal' al ter_na ti ve ~ 
they have no 1naterial: alternativeo 
Those who have been redeeced by Christ 
are set free from the external tyranny 
of sin so that they are now free to 
follow their own natures of which God is 
the author; and so the regenerate person, 
insofar as he is free fron sin, natura.lly 
loves to do God's will; but all of us 
whether regenerate or unregenerate exer­
cise. our freedom within the sovereignty 
of God. This relution of a sovereign 
will to a true secondary will is uniquea 
There i .s nothing to which we can compare 



a God of love. For example~ in the very 
beginning in Exodus J4 He reveals His 
name f i ~e" His character, as "A God of 
comp2ssion and graciousi slow to anger~ 
and plenteous in mercy and truth; keep­
ing mercy for thousands~ forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sino " ~ 11 

The ethical :injunctions of the Old Testa·­
ment arc fully in keeping with Jesus 1 

teaching~ ecgo Exodus 2J~4 "If thou meet 
thine enemy!s ox or his ass going ast~ay, 
thou shalt surely bring i .t back to him 
again", and Jesus 1 summary of our duty ~ 

i .,e 0 "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thysclf 11

9 are simply two quotations from 
tho Old Testament, and to give only one 
further instance, the Psalms are full 
of praise for God ' s steadfast love and 
mercy " Yet at the same time both in the 
Old and New Testaments, God has revealed 
that He is also a God of judgment. He 
does not ignore unrepented sin and 
rebellion. 

*** 
\J.uestion 2 
Did God stop writing when ~ He finished 
the Bible? Are the writings of saints 
who have lived since then in any way 
inspired? and can they further reveal 
God 1 s purpose? 

A,nswer 2 
In Christ God has fully revealed Himself 
:for "in Hi:r:i the fulness of the Godhead 
dwelt bodily" ( Colossians 2: 9). It is 
therefore inconceivable that there should 
be anything more that God wants to reveal 
to us about Himself thanwhat He revealed 
when He Himself was present Incarnate. 

( 

John 10tJ5 "The Scriptures cannot 
broken". After His resurrection 
Luke 24) He reproved the disciples 
their slowness to believe all that 
Scriptures said and He spent the 
hours of His fellowship with 
expounding to them the Scripturesc 

be 
(in 
for 
the 

last 
them 

A very interesting illustration 
of Jesus1 view that whatever the Bible 
says, God says~ is found in Matthew 1915 
where Jesus quotes a verse from Genesis 
2, reminding His hearers that God the 
Creator had said in the beginning 9 with 
regard to husb."1.Ilds and wives, "For this 
cause shall a man leave his fa,ther eJld 
his raother and shall cleave unto his 
wife and they two shall become one 
flesh" o Now in Genesis this verse is 
actually the comment of the writer, but 
Jesus said unequivocally that God is the 
author of the sentence~ So we see that 
for Jesus the words of the Biblef no 
matter who was the human writeri are the 
words of God. 

Another interesting verse is 
Matthew 22:Jlu Jesus is ~eplying ' to the 
Sadducees who denied the resurrection 
and He was establishing the truth of the 
resurrection by a verse fro~ Genesiso 
He prefaced the quotation· of 1he Old 
Testar.1ent with the question "Have you 
never read what was spoken unto you by 
God? By this sentence Jesus showe.d that 
He regarded the ·Bible · as the ;ford of 
God. "Spoken by God". And it is the 
written words of Scriptur£, not merely 
the thoughts or events behin~ them, 
which Jesus called the Word of God, for 
He asked "Have you not read what was 



spoken to you by God?u It is the written 
word which we read, the sentences and 
propositions of Scriptures which Jesus 
designated as the Word spoken by God. 
And thirdly 1 note that the written Scrip­
ture is revclationalc It is not aerely 
the record of a revelation given in the 
past v but is revelation from God to the 
reader. Jesus asked "Have you not read 
what was spoken to you by God?" God 
speaks to us as we read His Word. For 
the Word of God is a living word, never 
r.ierely a thing of the past. 

The same attitude to Scripture 
is reflected in the rest of' the New 
Tes taaen t; for exar.1ple in Hebrews J: 7 a 
verse from the Old Testament is intro­
duced by the words "Even as the Holy 
Ghost saith" naking clear that the l'Tew 
Testament writer realised that though 
the verse was written by the psalmist 
the ultimate author was God. Similarly 
in Acts 1:16 a quotation from the Bible 
is introduced by the phrase "The Scrip­
ture which the Holy Ghost spoke by the 
mouth of David". This is an interesting 
illustration of the two-sided truth 0 

David wrote the words naturally and 
freely, drawing on his experience, yet 
the true author was the Holy Spirit Who 
was infallibly directing those f'aculties 
which He Himself had given to David. 
Cf. Acts 4:24,25 where there is a very 
similar introductory f'ormula. 

There is an important verse in 
2 Timothy J:l6 where St. Paul commends 
Timothy because he had known the Bible 
from his earliest years. The Apostle 
affirr.md that the Bible is able to make 

( 

given to us in the Bibleo _'illy view of 
the Bible which mingles .it up with 
unreliable eleaents strikes at the very 
basis of the Christian religion 0 We may 
be thankful that God has given us in the 
Bible His inerrant Word, the instrument 
thrcugh which He calls us to faith and 
cbedience~ and through which He moulds 
in us the character of Christ 0 It is 
our duty to believe that word and to 
read it regularly and prayerf'ully and 
through it to trust God com?letely and 
to obey Him gladly and thus grow into 
Christlikenesse 

*** 
QUESTIONS ASKED FOLLOWING THE ADDRESS 

BY MRo D. Bo KNOX ON 
THE AUTHORITY OF GOD 'S WO RD 

~uestion l 
If the Bible is tho true reve lation of 
God, why is there a difference in God in 
the Old and New Testaments? The Old 
Testament God is a harsh judge punishing 
sin, lobbying for the Jews aloneo The 
New Tes_taaent God as revealed by Christ 
is a forgiving Father, forgiving repent­
ed sin and f'or all peopleo 

Answer 1 
The question reflects an erroneous hear­
say view of the Old Testarnento We must 
remember that the God of the Old Testa­
ment is the God of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and of the Apostles. The Apostles did 
not change their religion when they 
accepted Jesus as the Messiah. On read­
ing the Old Testament it will be seen 
that God is there revealed as essentially 



infallible Word to those whb will read 
them prayerfully. 

There is a -further considerat­
ion. The Christian religion is essent­
ially one of' faith andtrust in God, but 
it is not possible to have true-, utter 
trust and calm, confident faith unless 
we have been given a reliable word or 
promise in which to trust. If' we sense 
any el er.ien t of' unreliabil.i ty in that in 
which we are trusting, then to that 
extent trust becomes impossibie and we 
are forced back on our own resources; 
prudence takes the place of trust. But 
the Christian religion calls upon us to 
have utter trust in God, which implies 
that we must have an utterly reliable 
word. And this God has given to us in 
the Scripture, which is utterly reliable 
because He has inspired it through His 
Spirit in a super natural way so that 
its words are His words, without ceasing 
to be the words of the writer. 

Again, Christianity is an ack­
nowledgement of' tbe Lordship of' Christ. 
To take Jesus as Lord is ' the test of a 
Christian; but now that C~ist is 
returned to Heaven how doe.s He exercise 
His Lordship over our . hearts, or qver 
the church except through His clear and 
true Word? If He had not left us His 
Word, we could not obey Him, or _ -if that 
Word were doubtful or unreliable, our 
obedience would to that ex~ent be less 
than f'ull and we would have to have 
reservations in our obedience. But 
Christ calls for complete -_ obedience 
which in turn necessitates a · completely 
reliable Word from Him~ This has been 
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the reader wise unto salvtltion through 
faith in Christ Jesus, adding "Every 
Scripture is inspired of God and is 
profitable for teaching, f'or reproof, 
for correction, for instruction which is 
in righteousness, that the man of' God 
may be complete, furnished completely 
unto every good work". 

The Greek word here translated 
'inspired of' God' is 'theopneustos•, 1hat 
is, breath0d out by God. It is the final 
written Word, tho end-product, which is 
under consideration and which is said 
to be God-breathed. 

We s orae times think of' God ts 
inspiration as being confined to inspir­
ing thoughts or controlli~g events of' 
history. But the Apostles speak of Gods 
inspiration always of' the finished 
product, the _ spoken or written Word. Of' 
course, such inspirati_on includes inspir­
~ng the thoughts or directing the actions 
but it does not - stop there. It is the 
Scripture, the final written W~rd that 
is breathed out by God, according to the 
Apostles. 

Thus St. Paul speaks of the Bib1o 
as the oracles of' God (Romans J:2), i.e. 
infallible utterances, infallible sent­
ences, for this is the meaning of' the 
word 'oracle'. Similarly in 2 Peter 1:19 
we read of Scripture thq t "men spake 
from Goq being r.ioved by the Holy Ghost"• 
The Dible is from above essentially. God 
the Holy Spirit is the prime author• 
God . is able to control His. creation "'so 
as to fulfil His purposes without 
destroying His creation, therefore the 



words of Scripture can be divine words 
without ceasing ~o be hunan warls. The 
church, the Christian comaunity, wit­
nesses to the Bible that here is indeed 
the Word of God 0 

Sometimes it is contended that 
the church has given us the Bible nnd 
so the church is superior or at least 
equal to the Bible in authority. This 
is the position of the Second Vatican 
Council and the Council of Trent which 
said that church tradition· was to be 
received with equal veneration as the 
Holy Scriptures. But although the church 
witnesses to the Bible as the Word of 
God and hands it on to us, it does not 
·give us the Bible in the sense of origin­
ating it, but itself receives it as a 
gift from God. The books of the Bible 
were written to the church, not from the 
church. For example, the prophets were 
sent by God to His church. Sometimes 
the words of the Scripture· were received 
in a very hostile manner by the church. 
For example, Jeremiah's prophecy was 
rejected by the Old Testament church to 
which it was sent. So, too, the New 
Testament was written to the church by 
the Apostles. Then again, we need to 
remember that when the Christian gospel 
was first preached, the preachers 
brought the Bible with them in that they ( 
handed over to the new converts the Old 
Testament which comprises the greater 
bulk of our Bible and which the preachers 
had themselves received as God's infall­
ible -Word, and by which they asked their 
hearers to check the gos'pel they were 
now preaching. In the same way to-day 
the church, often in the person of 
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of the testimony of Scripture to them, 
and yet reject the doctrine of the Bible 
in its testimony about tho character of 
Scripture, especially when there is such 
an immense weight of evid~nce as to what 
the apostolic view of Scripture was 0 We 
know nothing (and can know nothing) 
about the future, about such doctrines 
as heaven and hell, Christrs coming and 
future judgment, apart from the teaching 
of the Bible. If w~ accept these basic 
Christian doctrines da the authority of 
the Bible, we a re hopelessly inconsistent 
if we reject the teaching of the Bible 
on the· doctrine of inspiration. 

We may conclude then that the 
Bible, being God's bobk, is utterly 
reliable in all matters · in which He 
intended it should be our teacher. If 
you reflect, you will see why God should 
have given us a book of this super 
natural character. For had He not done 
so it would not have been· possible for 
us to have the sane religion as the 
disciples had or as .Abrahar.i or :1s those 
who heard the Old Testament ?rophets 
had. The disciples and the Israelites 
were in a position to hear Gojis Word 
directly, and with certainty, either 
fror,1 the mouth of' Jesus Christ Himself 
or from a prophet f'illed•with the Spirit 
of God. But what of us~ If we arc to 
have the same religion of trust and 
obedience we aust be in a position to 
hear the same sure direct Word of' God. 
But how can this be, now that Christ 
has returned to Heaven and prophecy has 
ceased1 God has provided f'or it by 
inspiring in a s~per natural way the Hdy 
Scriptures which are His direct and 



Testament simply treated as an historic­
al record; and so to quote the Bible to 
show what this teaching was, although in 
fact it establishes the autho~ity of the 
Bible, is not arguing in a circle. 
Secondly, it must be remembered that 
God's Word is self-authenticating. It 
would be strange if this were not so, 
and if God needed witnesses from outside 
Himself to testify to His authority. 

Consequently, Christians in 
recognising the Bible as God's lford use 
it as the source for Christian doctrine. 
In fact all Christian doctrines must be 
drawn from Holy Scripture. There is 
therefore no reasun why we should not 
use Scripture as a source not only for 
such doctrines as the Second Coning, but 
also for tho doctrine of revelation. It 
is inconsistent to take the Biblots 
teaching about sin and judgment and 
Incarnation and salvation but .yet refuse 
to accept it~ testimony as to what is 
the n4ture of God's revelation through 
its written pages. 

It is contradictory to acknow­
ledge Christ's aqthority .as a teacher on 
divine matters and reject His teaching 
about God's relationship to part of His 
creation, naraely His relationship to the ( 
words of Scripture. for Christ clearly 
taught that the Bible is God's. Word and 
cannot be broken. 

Again it is contra.dictory to 
accept the Bible as a source of doc~rlne, 
believing for example such amazing things 
as the Incarnation, the Resurrection and 
the Second Coming solely on the ground 

• 

• 

parent or Sunday School teacher, hands 
on· to us the Bible which it has itself 
received, adding its word of testimony 
that in the Bible the voice of God is to 
be heard. 

Again it is sometimes argued that 
the Bible is incooplete, and that it 
needs to be supplemented by church trad­
ition as a source of revelation. But 
the Scripture itself contradicts this. 
In 2 Timothy J:l6, St. Paul three times 
over affirms the sufficiency of the 
Bible "that the man of God (i.ec the 
Christian) may be comple.te, conpletely 
furnished to every good 'work",. Thus 
Scripture establishes that when ,God gave 
the Bible as a source of revelation He 
gave what was complete and sufficient 
and which does not need to be supple­
mented. St. John says the same in John 
20: JO s Jl.. He comraen ts th.at there are 
many other things which ho could have 
included in his gospel but what he had 
included was sufficient. His words are 
"Many other signs therefore did Jesus in 
the presence of His disciples which are 
not written in this book, but these are 
written that ye may believe that Jesus 
is the Christ the Son of God and believ­
ing you might have life in his name". 

SometinB s it is said: .in support 
of the notion that the teaching of the 
church is as infallible as is the teach­
ing of Scripture, that God has ?romised 
the guidance of His Spirit to the church 
(which is, of course, true) and that as 

a consequence the church's teaching must 
be infalliblee But this does not follow, 
because the guidance of the Spirit is 



not given for the purpose of leading us 
to infallibility 0 The Holy Spirit's 
guidance is promised to the individual 
Christian as much as to the church as a 
group, for example, Rooans 8 tells us 
that whoever is not led by the Spirit of 
God is not a child of God, so that all 
God's children are led by His Spirito 
But it is quite plain that- we are not 
led infallibly in the senso that we can 
rely on our conclusions wittlout needing 
to examine them. The same is true of 
the Holy Spirit's guidance of the group 
or the churcho The result of this 
guidance (i&e• church tradition) is not 
in itself infallible but needs to be 
examined, and of course the rule by 
which we examine our own conclusions or 
church tradition is the written Word of 
God because this written word of Scrip­
ture is testified to quite clearly that 
it is infallible and that God 1 s power in 
guiding the writer · of His Word was 
exercised :in a way thu t makes these words 
infallible in o~der that they might 
indeed by the Word of God and the means 
by which the Holy Spirit guides the 
individual Chri·stinn as well as tho 
whole church. 

Prioitive Christianity and church 
tradition are helpful in understanding 
tho Bible, but we should not have 
recourse to them to supplement what God 
has given us in Scripture. 

It is sometimes said that the 
teaching of the B~ble is obscure so that 
the ordinary reader cannot understand it 
but needs to rely on the official inter­
pretation of the church. But the fact 

l 

is that the teaching of the Bible is 
clear and perspicuous. It is not hard 
to understand. In the passage in 
2 Timothy J, St. Paul congratulates 
Timothy on having known tho Bible from ~ 
baby. He had been taught the Scriptures 
by his aother and grandmother. Anyone 
who reads the Bible in a modern trans­
lation can test the raatterl'or himself, 

aid he will find that· like any other 
book, the Bible was writterf to be under­
stood by the readere · 

It is true, of course, that self 
willed people will twist the Bible to 
support their own views, to which Peter 
refers in 2 Peter J:l6, but in actual 
fact there is a very wide agreement 
amongst Christians about the essential 
teachings of the Bible. ~ou will find 
that nost of the di.f'ferences amongst 
Christians are on matters about which 
the Bible has very little to say. It is 
we who are at fault in this. Je ought 
not to erect grounds of separation, and 
break the bond of love and duty of 
fellowship, over matt~rs not important 
enough to be included by God in His 
revelation in Scripture. 

You w:ill have noticed that I have 
quoted the Bible to establish the auth­
ority of the Bible. This may be thought 
to be arguing in a circle; but in fact 
this is not so, for, firstly, Scripture 
may be treated simply as an historical 
account of what Jesus taught and what 
His Apostles taught. For Christians the 
teaching of Jesus and the Apostles about 
God is of final authority and what this 
was may be discovered from the New 



not given for the purpose of leading us 
to infallibility 0 The Holy Spirit's 
guidance is promised to the individual 
Christian as much as to the church as a 
group, for example, Rooans 8 tells us 
that whoever is not led by the Spirit of 
God is not a child of God, so that all 
God's children are led by His Spirito 
But it is quite plain that - we are not 
led infallibly in the sense that we can 
rely on our conclusions wittlout needing 
to examine them. The same is true of 
the Holy Spirit's guidance of the group 
or the churcho The result of this 
guidance (ioe• church tradition) is not 
in itself infallible but needs to be 
examined, and of course the rule by 
which we examine our own conclusions or 
church tradition is the written Word of 
God because this written word of Scrip­
ture is testified to quite clea rly that 
it is infallible and that God 1 s power in 
guiding the writer · of His Word was 
exercised :in a way thu t makes these words 
infallible in o~der that they might 
indeed by the Word of God and the means 
by which the Holy Spirit guides the 
individual Chri·s tinn as well as tho 
whole church. 

Primitive Christianity and church 
tradition are helpful in understanding 
tho Bible, but we should not have 
recourse to them to supplement what God 
has given us in Scripture. 

It is sometimes said that the 
teaching of the B~ble is obscure so that 
the ordinary reader cannot understand it 
but needs to rely on the official inter­
pretation of the church. But the fact 

l 

is that the teaching of the Bible is 
clear and perspicuous. It is not hard 
to understand. In the passage in 
2 Timothy 3, St. Paul congratulates 
Timothy on having known tho Bible from ~ 
baby. He had been taught the Scriptures 
by his aother and grandmother. Anyone 
who reads tho Bible in a modern trans­
lation can test the matterl'or himself, 

m.d he will find that· like any other 
book, the Bible was writterf to be under­
stood by the readere · 

It is true, of course, that self 
willed people will twist the Bible to 
support their own views, to which Peter 
refers in 2 Peter 3:16, but in actual 
fact there is a very wide agreement 
amongst Christians about the essential 
teachings of the Bible. ~ou will find 
that nost of the differences amongst 
Christians are on matters about which 
the Bible has very little to say. It is 
we who are at fault in this. Je ought 
not to erect grounds of separation, and 
break the bond of love and duty of 
fellowship, over matt~rs not important 
enough to be included by God in His 
revelation in Scripture. 

You w:ill have noticed that I have 
quoted the Bible to establish the auth­
ority of the Bible. This may be thought 
to be arguing in a circle; but in fact 
this is not so, for, firstly, Scripture 
may be treated simply as an historical 
account of what Jesus taught and what 
His Apostles taught. For Christians the 
teaching of Jesus and the Apostles about 
God is of final authority and what this 
was may be discovered from the New 



Testanent simply treated as an historic­
al record; and so to quote the Bible to 
show what this teaching was, although in 
fact it establishes the autho~ity of the 
Bible, is not arguing in a circle. 
Secondly, it must be remembered that 
God's Word is self-authenticating. It 
would be strange if this were not so, 
and if God needed witnesses from outside 
Himself to testify to His authority. 

Consequently, Christians in 
recognising the Bible as God's Word use 
it as the source for Christian doctrine. 
In fact all Christian doctrines must be 
drawn from Holy Scripture. There is 
therefore no reasun why we should not 
use Scripture as a source not only for 
such doctrines as the Second Cooing, but 
also for the doctrine of revelation. It 
is inconsistent to take the Biblcts 
teaching about sin and judgment and 
Incarnation and salvation but .yet refuse 
to accept it~ testimony as to what is 
the n4ture of God's revelation through 
its written pages. 

It is contradictory to acknow­
ledge Christ's aGthority .as a teacher on 
divine matters and reject His teaching 
about God's relationship to part of His 
creation, namely His relationship to the 
words of Scripture. for Christ clearly 
taught that the Bible is God's. Word and 
cannot be broken. 

Again it is contra.dictory to 
accept the Bible as a source of doc~rine, 
believing for example such amazing things 
as the Incarnation, the Resurrection and 
the Second Coming solely on the ground 

( 
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parent or Sunday School teacher, hands 
on· to us the Bible which it has itself 
received, adding its word of testimony 
that in the Bible the voice of God is to 
be heard. 

Again it is sometimes argued that 
the Bible is incooplete, and that it 
needs to be supplemented by church trad­
ition as a source of revelation. But 
the Scripture itself contradicts this. 
In 2 Timothy J:l6, St. Paul three times 
over affirms the sufficiency of the 
Bible "that the man of God (i.eo the 
Chris ti an) may be comple.te, coopletely 
furnished to every good 'work".. Thus 
Scripture establishes that when ,God gave 
the Bible as a source of revelation He 
gave what was complete and sufficient 
and which does not need to be supple­
r:iented. st. John says the .same in John 
20:JO,Jl. He comments th.at there are 
many other things which he could have 
included in his gospel but what he had 
included was suff.icient. His words are 
"Many other signs therefore did Jesus in 
the presence of His disciples which are 
not written in this book, but these are 
written that ye may believe that Jesus. 
is the Christ the Son of God and believ­
ing you might have life in his name". 

SometinB s it is said: .in support 
of the notion that the teaching of the 
church is as infallible as is the teach­
ing of Scripture, that God has ?romised 
the guidance of His Spirit to the church 
(which is, of course, true) and that as 

a consequence the church's teaching must 
be infalliblee But this does not follow, 
because the guidance of the Spirit is 



words of Scripture can be divine words 
without ceasing ~o be hunan warls. The 
church, the Christian conu:iunity, wit­
nesses to the Bible that here is indeed 
the Word of Godo 

Sometimes it is contended that 
the church has given us the Bible and 
so the church is superior or at least 
equal to the Bible in ~uthority. This 
is the position of the Second Vatican 
Council and the Council of Trent which 
said that church tradition· was to be 
received with equal veneration as the 
Holy Scriptures. But although the church 
witnesses to the Bible as the Word of 
God and hands it on to us, it does not 
·give us the Bible in the sense of origin­
ating it, but itself receives it as a 
gift from God. The books of the Bible 
were written to the church, not from tho 
church. For example, the prophets were 
sent by God to His church. Sometimes 
the words of the Scriptur~ were received 
in a very hostile manner by the church. 
For example, Jeremiah's prophecy was 
rejected by the Old Testament church to 
which it was sent. So, too, the New 
Testament was written to the church by 
the Apostles. Then again, we need to 
remember that when the Christian gospel 
was first preached, the preachers 
brought the Bible with th~m in that they 
handed over to the new converts the Old 
Testament which comprises the greater 
bulk of our Bible and which the preachers 
had themselves received as God's infall­
ible -Word, and by which they asked their 
hearers to check the gos'pel they were 
now preaching. In the same way to-day 
the church, often in the person of 

of the testimony of Scripture to them, 
and yet reject the doctrine of the Bible 
in its testimony about tho character of 
Scripture, especially when there is such 
an immense weight of evid~nce as to what 
the apostolic view of Scripture was 0 We 
know nothing (and can know nothing) 
about the future, about such doctrines 
as heaven and hell, Christ~s coming and 
future judgr.ient, apart from the teaching 
of the Bible. If we accept these basic 
Christian doctrines da the authority of 
the Bible, we are hopelessly inconsistent 
if we reject the teaching of the Bible 
on the· doctrine of inspiration. 

Wo may conclude then that the 
Bible, being God's bobk, is utterly 
reliable in all matters · in which He 
intended it should be our teacher. If 
you reflect, you will see why God should 
have given us a book of this super 
natural character. For had He ::io t done 
so it would not have beeir possible for 
us to have the sane religion as the 
disciples had or as Abrahan or as those 
who heard the Old Testam0nt ?rophets 
had. The disciples and the Israelites 
were in a position to hear Gojis Word 
directly, and with certainty, either 
fror;i the mouth of Jesus Christ Himself 
or from a prophet fillect•with the Spirit 
of God. But what of us~ If we arc to 
have the same religion of trust and 
obedience we QUSt be in a position to 
hear the same sure direct Word of God. 
But how can this be, now that Christ 
has returned to Heaven and prophecy has 
ceased? God has provided for it by 
inspiring in a s~per natural way the Hdy 
Scriptures which are His direct and 



infallible Word to those whb will read 
them prayerfully. 

There is a further considerat­
ion. The Christian religion is essent­
ially one of faith andtrust in God, but 
it is not possible to have true, utter 
trust and calm, confident faith unless 
we have been given a reliable word or 
promise in which to trust. If we sense 
any e1ecent of unreliability in that in 
which we are trusting, then to that 
extent trust becomes impossibie and we 
are forced back. on our own resources; 
prudence takes the place of trust. But 
the Christian religion calls upon us to 
have utter trust in God, which implies 
that we must have an utterly reliable 
word. And this God has given to us in 
the Scripture, which is utterly reliable 
because He has inspired it through His 
Spirit in a super natural way so that 
its words are His words, without ceasing 
to be the words of the writer. 

Again, Christianity is an ack­
nowledgement of t~ Lordship of Christ. 
To take Jesus as Lord is ' the test of a 
Christian; but now that C~ist is 
returned to Heaven how doe.s He exercise 
His Lordship over our . hearts, or qver 
the church except through His clear and 
true Word? If He had not left us His 
Word, we could not obey Him, or if that 
Word were doubtful or unreliable, our 
obedience would to that · ex~ent be less 
than full and we would have to have 
reservations in our obedience. But 
Christ calls for complete ·. obedience 
which in turn necessitates a · completely 
reliable Word from ·Him. This lias been 

f 
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the reader wise unto salvtltion through 
faith in Christ Jesus, adding "Every 
Scripture is inspired of God and is 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction which is 
in righteousness, that the man of God 
may be complete, furnished completely 
unto every good work". 

The Greek word here translated 
'inspired of God• is 'theopneustost, 1hat 
is, breathed out by God. It is the final 
written Word, the end-product, which is 
under consideration and which is said 
to be God-breathed. 

We sometimes think of God's 
inspiration as being confined to inspir­
ing thoughts or controlli~g events of' 
history. But the Apostles speak of Gods 
inspiration always of' the finished 
product, the . spoken or written Word. Of 
course, such inspirati .on includes inspir­
~ng the thoughts or directing the actions 
but it docs not stop there. It is the 
Scripture, the final written W~rd that 
~s breathed out by God, according to the 
Apostles. 

Thus St. Paul speaks of the Biblo 
as the oracles of God (Romans 3:2), i.e. 
infallible utterances, infallible sent­
ences, for this is the meaning of the 
word 'oracle'. Similarly in 2 Peter 1:19 
we read of' Scripture t~t "men spake 
from Goq being aoved by the Holy Ghost"• 
The Bible is from above essentially. God 
the Holy Spirit is the prime author• 
God. is able to control His. creation ··'so 
as to fulfil His purposes without 
destroying His creation, therefore the 



spoken to you by God?" It is the written 
word which we read, the sentences and 
propositions of Scriptures which Jesus 
designated as the Word spoken by God. 
And thirdlyp note that the written Scrip­
ture is revelationalc It is not nerely 
the record of a revelation given in the 
past f but is revelation from God to the 
reader. Jesus asked "Have you not read 
what was spoken to you by God?" God 
speaks to us as we read His Word. For 
the Word of God is a living word, never 
merely a thing of the past. 

The same attitude to Scripture 
is reflected in the rest of the New 
Testament; for exaQple in Hebrews J:7 a 
verse from the Old Testament is intro­
duced by the words "Even as the Holy 
Ghost saith" making clear that the New 
Testament writer realised that though 
the verse was written by the psalmist 
the ultimate author was God. Similarly 
in Acts 1:16 a quotation from the Bible 
is introduced by the phrase "The Scrip­
ture which the Holy Ghost spoke by the 
mouth of David". This is an interesting 
illustration of the two-sided trutho 
David wrote the words naturally and 
freely, drawing on his experience, yet 
the true author was the Holy Spirit Who 
was infallibly directing those faculties ( 
which He Himself had given to David. 
Cf. Acts 4:24,25 where there is a very 
similar introductory formula. 

There is an important verse in 
2 Timothy 3:16 where St. Paul commends 
Timothy because he had known the Bible 
from his earliest years. The Apostle 
affirr.ied that the Bible is able to make 
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given to us in the Bibleo Juiy view of 
the Bible which mingles .it up with 
unreliable elements strikes at the very 
basis of the Christian religion 0 We may 
be thankful that God has given us in the 
Bible His inerrant Word, the instrument 
thrcugh wh~ch He calls us to faith and 
cbedience~ and through which He moulds 
in us the character of Christ 0 It is 
our duty to believe that word and to 
read it regularly and prayerfully and 
through it to trust God com?letely and 
to obey Him gladly and thus grow into 
Christlikenesso 

*** 
QUESTIONS ASKED FOLLOWING THE ADDRESS 

BY MR 0 D. B 0 KNOX ON 
THE AUTHORITY OF GOD i S WORD 

~uestion 1 
If the Bible is the true revelation of 
God, why is there a difference in God in 
the Old and New Testaments? The Old 
Testament God is a harsh judge punishing 
sin, lobbying for the Jews alone 0 The 
New Testament God as revealed by Christ 
is a forgiving Father~ forgiving repent­
ed sin and for all peopleo 

Answer 1 
The question reflects an erroneous hear­
say view of the Old Testamente We must 
remember that the God of the Old Testa­
ment is the God of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and of the Apostles. The Apostles did 
not change their religion when they 
accepted Jesus as the Messiah. On read­
ing the Old Testament it will be seen 
that God is there revealed as essentially 



a God of love. For example~ in the very 
beginning in Exodus J4 He reveals His 
name f i ~e" His character, as "A God of 
comp26sion and gracious, slow to anger¥ 
and plenteous in mercy and truth; keep­
ing mercy for thousands~ forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin., " c 

11 

The ethical :injunctions of the Old Testa·­
mont arc fully in keeping with Jesus 1 

teaching, ecgo Exodus 2J~4 "If thou meet 
thine enemy's ox or his ass going ast~ay, 
thou shalt surely bring i .t back to hiui 
again", and Jesus 1 summary of our duty p 
i .,e ~ "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thysolf 11

9 arc simply two quotations from 
the Old Testament, and to give only one 
further instance, the Psalms are full 
of praise for God ' s steadfast love and 
mercy v Yet at the same time both in the 
Old and New Testaments, God has revealed 
that He is also a God of judgment. He 
does not ignore unrepented sin and 
rebellion. 

*** 
lJ.uestion 2 
Did God stop writing when ~ He finished 
the Bible? Are the writings of saints 
who have lived since then in any way 
inspired? and can they further reveal 
God 1 s purpose? 

Answer 2 
In Christ God has fully revealed Himself 
for "in Hirt the fulness of the Godhead 
dwelt bodily" ( Colossians 2: 9). It is 
therefore inconceivable that there should 
be anything more that God wants to reveal 
to us about Himself thanwhat He revealed 
when He Himself was present Incarnate. 
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John 10:35 "The Scriptures cannot 
broken 11

0 After His resurrection 
Luke 24) He reproved the disciples 
their slowness to believe all that 
Scriptures said and He spent the 
hours of His fellowship with 
expounding to them the Scripturesc 

be 
(in 
for 
the 

last 
them 

A very interesting illustration 
of Jesus1 view that whatever the Bible 
says, God says~ is found in Matthew 1915 
where Jesus quotes a verse from Genesis 
2, reminding His hearers that God tho 
Creator had said in the beginningp with 
regard to husb.<=>.nds and wives, "For this 
cause shall a man leave his fa,ther and 
his mother and shall cleave unto his 
wife and they two shall become one 
flesh" o Now in Genesis this verse is 
actually the conunent of the writer, but 
Jesus said unequivocally that God is the 
author of the sentence~ So we see that 
for Jesus the words of the Bible~· no 
matter who was the human writer 1 are the 
words of God. 

Another interesting verse is 
Matthew 22:Jlu Jesus is ~eplying ' to the 
Sadducees who denied the resurrection 
and He was establishing the truth of the 
resurrection by a verse fro~ Genesiso 
He prefaced the quotation· of the Old 
Tes tar.tent with the quo s ti on "Have you 
never read what was spoken unto you by 
God? By this sentence Jesus showe.d that 
He regarded the ·Bible · as the ;ford of 
God. "Spoken by God". And it is the 
written words of. Scriptur£, not merely 
the thoughts or events behin1 them, 
which Jesus called the Word of God, for 
He asked "Have you not read what was 



Scripture is inspired of God a nd profit­
able for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction which is in 
righ teousncss ~ that the r~1an of God may 
be r.oaplete~ furnished completely unto 
every good work". 

There are pany r e asons why 
traditionally Christians have believed 
the · Bible to bo a super natural book and 

.·tho ·true Hord of God. _ Of course, the 
final reason is that .they hear God~s 
word in it, for when God speaks to the 
cons~ience which He has createq it would 
indeed be strange if His voice . was not 
recognised by His children, to whom He 
has given His Spirito As Jesus said, 
"My sheep hear ay voice and thoy follow 
me" 0 But before we reach that fin;:il 
reason the re are some preliminary qon­
sidera tions worth notingo To start wit.ht 
the Bible itself claims in many places 
to ~e tho Word of Godo How frequently 
thore occurs in it thi~ introductory 
phrase: "Thus saith the Lord". Then 1 
too, the Lord Jesus Christ's testimony 
to the divine inspiration of the Bible 
is very clear, and for Christiruis who 
believe that Jesus Christ is the divine 
Son of God, in itself it should be quite 
sufficiento Jesus knew His Bible thor­
oughly. He had plainly read it regular­
ly and carefully. He based His teaching 
on it and regarded it ·as of final auth­
ority. Thus when He was tempted by tho 
Devil, to each te~ptation He simply 
quoted a phrase from Scripture : saying 
"It is written", or, as we might put it 
to-day, "The Bible says". For Him this 
was £inril. Jesus testified to the 
infallibili~y 0£ Scripture by saying in 
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The lives of the saints illustrate God:s 
work in men's lives, that is they 
illustrate (but do not add new revelat­
ion to) what God tells us in Scripture 
of Hiaself, and of His relations with 
,us. For this reason good Christian 
biography is most valuable readingo 

*** 
Question J 
If God controls every atomr. electron, 
etc, in the uniyerso? 

0 and if we are made 
up of electrons, atomsr etc~ why do we 
have free .will? 

Answer J 
It is true that we have free will (which 
is ~ of course$ synonomous with 'will r ~ 
the adjective ~free? adding no thin{~ to 
the concept; for a will t .hat is not free 
in some sense is not a will) o But our 
wills do not. have the sort of £re~dom 

that some people think we have -~ :· e., go 
sinners are slaves to their sin pecause 
they aro blinded by the devil and, can­
not choose but to sin. Though they 
always retain a t formal ' al ter_na ti ve ~ 
they have no •naterial: alternativeo 
Those who have been redeeoed by Christ 
are set froe from the external tyranny 
of sin so that they are now free to 
follow their own natures of which God is 
the author; and so the regenerate person, 
insofar as he is free froo sin, natura.lly 
loves to do God's will; but all of us 
whether regenerate or unregenerate exer­
cise. our freedom within the sovereignty 
of God. This relution of a sovereign 
will to a true secondary will is uniquea 
There i .s nothing to which we can compare 



it but we can see it illustrated in our 
experience of' prayer f'or guidance, and 
in our trust f'or protection. For we 
never imagine God saying to us in reply 
to our prayer, "So sorry I can7t help 
you, f'or the man you f'ear has f'roe will" o 

Tho Holy Bible teaches clearly that God 
is sovereign: working all things after 
the counsel of' His own will and a clear 
appreciation of' this doctrine sets us 
f'rec f'or energetic C~ris.tian service. 
The inspiration of' Holy Scripture is an 
example of' God 1 s sovereignty which 
though controlling the ·event does not 
destroy the free working of' tho natures 
He has r.mde • 

*** 
Question 4 
Must you be certain of' something before 
you have faith? 

Answer 4 
Faith is exercised towards that which is 
not seen but not towards that which is 
not known. Faith is not an w~certain 
venture 1 on spec', but St. Luke says in 
Acts l:J it has its own infallible 
proof'sc 

*** 
Question 5 
Is no direct revelation possible at any 
stage of' Christian growth between God 
and His creature? 

Answer 5 
The Holy Spirit is in direct fellowship 
with the believer but He mediates this 
f'ollowship throµgh God's Word, that is 
the Bible. The Bible also serves as a 
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of' course, 
death and 

our salvation through the 
resurrection of' Christ is 

super natural. 

The inspiring of' the Bible by 
the Spirit of' God is part of' this same 
movement of' God in revealing Himself' to 
raen in order to save them by restoring 
thern to fellowship with Him. It is a 
super natural book. Although written by 
men and f'aithf'ully reflecting the diver­
gent characters and Historical situat­
ions of' tho authors who wrote the sixty­
six books that made up the Bible, the 
most important f'act and the fact which 
gives the Bible its unity, is that tho 
Holy Spirit of' God was the true authorc 
He used the writers, not forcing their 
wills or their minds or their thoughtss 
but working through these things of' wlich 
Ho. Hir.iself' was the creator, so that what 
they wrote was not only their own words 
but. more importantly god's words; words 
infallible f'or the purpose f'or which 
God inspired them, which was to teach 
us about Hinself' and about His relations 
with men. 

I do not think we need spend 
time considering whether God could give 
us a book which, though written in a 
perfectly natural way, by men, sinners 
and ignorant of' many things though they 
were, yet would in every point exactly 
reflect the perfect mind of' God for us. 
God's sovereignty over His own creation 
sufficiently answers this. The question 
remains whether He has done so, and to 
what extent, and for .what purpose. St 0 

Paul in 2 Timothy J:l6-17 sums up the 
traditional Christian answer: "Every 



nature. Therefore it is not surprising 
that He should work in accordance with 
the laws of His own creation rather than 
against it~ God does not find tho laws 
of nature something intransigent, which 
get in the way and thwart His will, but 
rather He works through nature, wbich He 
designed for this purposeo Thus when He 
carries out His will through men, He 
works in what we would say is a natural 
way; nevertheless it is God who is 
carrying out His will exactly as He 
wills. 

The all sovereign God is our 
Heavenly Father who loves and cares for 
His creation and who wills to enter into 
fellowship with us: even though we are 
rebels against His sovereignty and lo-.rs ,, . 
Thus we believe in a super natural God~ 

not only as creator and controller, but 
also as revealer of Himselfc He has made 
Himself known unto men. Centuries ago 
He called Abraham and Moses and sent His 
prophets to the children of Israel in 
order to make Himself known to men 1 to 
show what His character is, and to call 
men into fellowship with Himself. God's 
super natural revelation of Himself 
reached its climax and acme:in the coming 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, the divine Son 
of God. His nane is 'Emanuel' which( 
means 1 God with us 1 a His perfect life, 
the sublimity and truth of His teaching, 
His powerful miracles of love, and His 
own claias and teaching about Himself 
all testify to the truth reflected in 
that name Emanuel. He was indeed God 
with aen, His coming a aost remarkable 
super natural event, but entirely in 
keeping with our supernatural God, and, 
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test of experience, in order that we Qay 
detect spurious experience which does 
not coae fron God but perhaps froa our 
own psychic nature, from experience 
which comes froa the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit. If what we experience does 
not conforr.i to the \ford of God it does 
not come from God (Deuteronomy lJ:l-J)c 

*** 

Question 6 
Is it not true that the New Testament is 
the product of the church? 

Answer 6 
No part of the Bible is a product of the 
church 0 For example, St 0 Paul says in 
1 Cbrinthians 2:12 "We speak not in words 
which aan's wisdoa teacheth but which the 
Spirit teacheth", and in 2 Peter 1~21 
"The Scriptures were ~rl.tten by men borne 
by the Holy Spirit 11

0 The Bible was 
writ ten by merabers of the Chris ti an 
community but written to it, not from 
it. The comr.mnity sometimes was most 
hostileo Jeremiah's prophecies are an 
illustration, where the words that the 
prophets wrote were burnt by the head of 
the comrauni ty. 

*** 

Question 7 
If the Bible is infallible and inspired 
from beginning to end, what answer is to 
be given to geologists and the like who 
have disproved the story in Genesis con­
cerning the tine of the formation of the 
world? 



Answer 7 
God has given us the Bible for certain 
purposes and has used the natural facul­
ties and gifts of ·1earning of men in 
doing this~ Since God is its ultimate 
author, it is infallible and perfect for 
His purposeso He has overruled so as to 
excTu.de any mistakes that would mar it., 
This does not imply that God of necess­
ity must inspire it in such a way as to 
exclude what we would regard as imper­
fections if the Bible is used . for other 
purposesr e 0 g 0 as a source book to 
learning Greek grammaro In . inspiring 
Genesis to teach us about God as Creator 
and man as sinner~ et~ God has obviously 
used a writer who thought in ways not 
un~ike his contemporary cosmologistso I 
do not think that we can require of 
nec~ssity the Holy Spirit to have 
inspired Genesis s o thqt it confor~G d r ~ 
don~t say to to ""! 9.ay ' s sciencer but to 
final science : whatever that might be <: 
What we may say is that in Genesis l-,J 
all errors with regard ·t0 God and His 
relation to the world and to ma.~ have 
been excluded ~ for it was to give a 
knowledge of these things th.at God caused 
the Bible to be writte n " All truth which 
the Bible was wri fun to give a knowledge 
of v that is ~ all truth which the Bible 
teaches '. it teac;2::,3 infallibly 0 Thus if 
we read it in a straightforward way we 
will form a true concept of God"s 
relation to the world and of our relat­
ionship to Him and to one another 0 

*** " 

( 

Christianity is a super natural 
religion. It believes in a super natural 
God~ One Who stands over and above nat­
ure, Who created us and the whole uni­
verse_2 calling it into existence simply 
by a . decision of His will. Science tells 
us a little of the process which God 
used in bringing the world to its present 
formg but the fact remains (on which 
science is u..,able to make any comment) 
that God is the originator and director 
of that processc 

God is a super natural God stand-~ 
ing abo,re nature~ not only as its creat~ 
or, but also as its controlleru Not a 

-single event take s place in the universe 
whic.h He docs not control; not even the 
movement of the smallest electron in tho 
most distant star~ The thought isr of 
course, too stupendous fo"!:' us to appre-~ 

hondo Our minds arc stupefied by the 
concept, for we are inclined to think of 
God in terms of things we know, thinking 
of Him as a genoral manager of a depart~ 

ment store who has to delegate d0tail to 
his subordinate.s o Of course this is not 
soo God Who created all the details 
knows and controls them allo 

God is the controller~ · not only 
of inanim~te things but also of' the 
minds and wills of men, even of' sinful 
meno You may find this a difficult 
thought, but we act on its truth every 
day, when we trust God to protect uso 

God's control 
through nature. He is 

of 
the 

nature 
author 

is 
of' 
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